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THE  MONTH 


In  pleasant  contrast  to  this  month,  one  year  ago,  December  was 
relatively  mild  and  remarkably  snow-free  throughout  the  entire  region. 
Indeed,  from  December  15th  through  month's  end,  we  enjoyed  above  normal 
temperatures  and  mainly  light  precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain.  The 
heaviest  snowfall  of  the  month  in  the  Buffalo  area  was  only  1.6  inches 
recorded  during  squalls  which  moved  in  from  the  1 snowbe 1 t 1  south  of  the 
city  late  in  the  day  on  December  8th.  Total  snowfall  for  December,  as 
measured  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  was  only  4.8  inches, 
18.9  inches  below  normal!  Total  precipitation,  however,  mostly  in  the 
form  of  rainfall,  which  was  heavy  on  the  1st,  9th  and  24th,  measured 
4.02  inches,  .60  inches  above  average.  Vivian  Pitzrick,  writing  from 
Allegany  County  in  the  Southern  Tier,  remarked  that  her  region  also 
experienced  mild  weather  in  December  with  above  normal  temperatures  and 
a  total  of  only  seven  inches  of  snow,  including  a  five  inch  fal^  on  the 
Ist^  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  32.4  (F) , 

3.6  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
I  n t a rn a t i on  a  1  Airport.) 

As  might  be  anticipated,  our  mild,  cloudy  and  virtually  snow- 
free  weather  in  December  brought  many  reports  of  'half-hardy'  birds 
lingering  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  after  their  average  departure  dates 
while  other  species  which  winter  here  in  small  numbers,  were  more  in 
evidence  than  usual.  A  record  number  33  Great  Blue  Herons  were  reported 
on  the  Society's  Christmas  Count  on  December  21st  and  on  the  Jamestown 
Audubon  Society's  count  on  that  date,  34  Tundra  Swans  were  seen  at  the 
Riverside  Marsh  in  the  Town  of  Ki an  tone .  Four  Wood  Ducks,  75  Northern 
Pintails  and  45  Gadwalls  were  also  reported  on  the  B.O.S.  count  while 
Gordon  dellerby  saw  two  Northern  Shove le  rs  at  N i a g a r a  -  on - t he - L ake  on 
December  28th.  The  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  on  Love  Road  on  Grand  Island  was 
the  scene  of  an  unusual  record  for  the  date  when,  on  the  26th,  Willie 
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D'Anna  "Spished  up"  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  with  a  small  flock  of  chick¬ 
adees  from  which  it  was  immediately  recognizable  by  its  small  size,  eye 
ring  and  short,  notched  tail.  On  December  20th,  Bob  An d r 1 e  was  engaged 
in  field  work  at  Times  Beach  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo  when  his 
attention  was  attracted  to  a  non-descript  brown  parulid  flying  about  in 
a  grove  of  mixed  sumac  and  dogwood  shrubs  and  Cottonwood  trees  on  that 
site.  Andrle  also  "spished"  his  bird  out  of  the  dense  cover  to  a  perch 
where  its  field  marks  were  clearly  visible:  dull  white  underparts  with 

contrasting  yellow  undertail  coverts  and  the  rump  showing  a  pale  suf¬ 
fusion  of  this  color.  These  characters  and  the  bird's  constant  tail 
bobbing  while  moving  through  the  branches,  identified  it  as  a  Dalm  Warb¬ 
ler,  probably  of  the  nominate  race  Dendroica  pal ma  rum.  It  is  the  latest 
date  ever  recorded  for  this  species  in  our  study  area.  On  December  27th, 
Tom  and  Rebekah  Atkinson  found  a  wintering  Common  ve 1  1 owth  roat  in  the 
underbrush  of  a  marshy  field  on  the  Leydecker  Road  in  West  Seneca. 

The  large  flocks  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  which  filled  the  Nia¬ 
gara  River  in  November,  dispersed  somewhat  this  month  but  sizeable  con¬ 
gregations  werestill  in  evidence  at  the  Peace  Bridge  and  other  locations 
downriver  to  Niagara  Falls  and  in  the  lower  river,  from  Queens  ton  and 
Lewiston  north  to  Lake  Ontario.  In  addition,  some  3000  Boneparte  1  s 
Gulls  were  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  in  December  where  three  Little  Gulls,  in¬ 
cluding  two  adults  and  one  immature  bird  were  seen  among  them  on  the 
4th.  On  December  1st,  Bruce  Chilton  counted  12  Little  Gulls  among  the 
Boneys  at  Niagara-on-th e-Lake  where  Gordon  Bellerby  also  saw  ten  on  the 
6th.  Also  on  that  date,  an  adult  Little  Gull  was  reported  among  the 
gulls  at  tne  Peace  Bridge.  The  Franklin's  Gull  which  had  been  reported 
in  the  lower  river  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  since  late  October  was 
still  to  be  seen  in  December.  Gordon  Bellerby  saw  the  Common  Black¬ 
headed  Gull  which  also  appeared  in  the  lower  river  at  Queenston  in  Nov¬ 
ember,  at  that  location  and  across  the  river  at  Lewiston  on  December 
24th  and  30th.  He  also  saw  a  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Niagara  Falls 
on  the  8th.  At  least  one  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  seen  from 
the  upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  downriver 
to  the  Adam  Beck  Hydro  power  intake  all  month  and  it  was  tallied  on  the 
Society's  Christmas  count  on  the  21st, 

Other  records  of  interest  in  December  include  the  continuing 
presence  of  an  adult  male  King  Eider  at  N i a g a r a  -  on - t h e - L ake  all  month. 

A  sub-adult  Bald  Eagle  was  seen  by  many  observers  in  the  gorge  of  the 
lower  river  between  Lewiston  and  Queenston  all  month.  Gordon  Bellerby 
saw  two  adult  Bald  Eagles  at  N i a g a r a  -  on - t h e - La ke  on  December  28th.  It 
continues  to  be  an  excellent  winter  for  raptor  observations.  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk  sightings  are  the  most  numerous  in  many  years.  On  December 
28th,  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  reported  seven  Northern  Harriers 
from  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County  while  Bill  and  Olive  Burch 
saw  six  harriers  in  a  sparsely  populated  rural  area  of  fallow  fields  and 
woodlots  near  the  hamlet  of  Snyder  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on 
the  31st.  It  was  a  memorable  end  of  the  year  field  trip  for  the  Burch's 
as  they  also  saw  eight  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  an  adult  Northern  Goshawk 
in  the  same  area  on  this  date.  A  record  134  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  re¬ 
ported  on  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count  on  the  21st.  Seven  Purple  Sand¬ 
pipers,  apparently  a  perennial  wintering  population  of  this  species  at 
Niagara  Falls,  were  present  all  month  among  the  rocks  of  the  Goat  Island 
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shoreline  of  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park. 

At  least  three  Snowy  Owls,  one  white  male  and  two  dark  female 
birds,  were  seen  all  month  at  various  locations  from  LaSalle  Park  south 
along  the  Buffalo  waterfront  to  the  Small  Boat  Harbor  on  Fuhrmann  Blvd. 
Terry  Mosher  reported  one  Snowy  Owl  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  December  29th 
and  one  was  also  seen  at  Derby  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  on  the  22nd.  One 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  and  eight  Long-eared  Owls  were  reported  on  the 
Society's  Christmas  Count  on  the  21st.  The  Long-eared  Owls  were  flushed 
from  evergreen  groves  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie  and  the  City  of  Niagara 
Falls,  Ontario  while  the  Saw-whet  was  found  on  Grand  Island. 

Finally,  the  irruption  of  Common  Redpolls  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier  which  began  in  November,  continued  in  December.  Wavel  and 
Maxine  Baroer  reported  1 30  redpolls  in  the  Town  of  Boston  on  December 
27th  and  Bruce  Chilton  and  Art  Schaffner  counted  200  in  the  Town  of 
Wi Ison  in  Niagara  County  on  the  31st.  There  were  many  other  reports  of 
smaller  flocks  and  single  birds  of  this  species  visiting  feeders. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

JL  JL  J+  JL  JL  J-  JL  JL 
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DECEMBER  1986  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (BOS  19  84")  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society. 


*  -  i 

ndicates  first 

record 

for  the  year. 

F  -  i 

ndi  cates  first 

re  co  r  d 

fo  r  the  mi  g  rat  i  on  . 

L  -  i 

ndicates  last 

record 

for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  i 

ndicates  record  from 

feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

December  N  umbe  r 

Location 

Obse  rve  rs 

Common  Loon 

28 

1 

Niagara  Pwr.Resv. 

WSH  K 1 ab  u  n  de 

Horned  Grebe 

9,13 

M 

N i ag . -On  -  Lake 

Bel  1  e  rby 

28 

1 

Niagara  County 

W  &H  K  1  ab  u  n  de 

31 

8 

Lakes i de  Park 

Schaffner, Chi  lton 

G  re  a  t  Blue  He  ron 

13 

1 

Ti f f t  Farm  NP 

Watson 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  On t 

.Schaffner,Kulas 

20 

1 

S  c  i  o 

p i t  z  r i ck 

Mute  Swan 

13.14 

1 

LaSalle  P  k .  ,  B  f 1 o . 

Watson  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

24 

1 

Niagara  F  a  1  1 s  ,  0  n  t 

. A&0  Ros  che 

Northern  Pintail 

29 

9 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

Ri n  g-ne  eke  d  Duck 

7 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

DSD  Suggs 

King  Eider 

5-28 

1 

N i a  g . -  on  -  Lake 

Bel  1  e  rb  y 

20,28 

1 

Niag.-on-Lake 

D  1  An  n  a  ,  Potter 

Black  Scoter 

13 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

W  at  s  on 

Wh  i te -w .  Scoter 

13 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner(LEBC) 
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Name  of  Bird 

De  ce  mb  e  r 

Number 

Location 

0b  se  rve  rs 

Wh i  te -w  .  Scoter 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

31 

20 

W i  Ison 

Schaffner,Chi  It  on 

Hoode  d  Merganser 

1  3 

1 

LaSalle  P  k .  ,  B  f 1 o . 

Watson 

13 

1 

LaSalle  P  k .  ,  B  f 1 o . 

Schaffner(LEBC) 

Bald  Eagle 

26 

1  ( a  du 1 t ) 

Lew i s  t on 

Chi  1 t  on 

28 

2 

Ni ag . -on  -  Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb y 

Northern  Harrier 

28 

7 

Porter  Twp  . 

D' An na, Potter 

31 

6 

Sn  y  de  r  ,  On  t  . 

W  &  0  Burch 

Sharp  - s  h .  H  awk 

6 

1 

S  ome  rs  e  t  Twp  . 

Ch i  1  ton 

15,  19,29 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Buck 

16,22 

1  ,  1 

Wales ( f ) 

A&0  Rosche 

22 

1 

N.  Tonawanda 

Chilton 

Northern  Gos  n  awk 

31 

1  (adult) 

S  n  y  de  r  ,  On  t  . 

W&0  Burch 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

6 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Chi  1 t  on 

6 

1 

Hanover  Twp  . 

D  '  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

1  1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner,Chi  It  on 

31 

8 

Sn  y  de  r  ,  On  t  . 

W  &0  Burch 

Ame  r i can  Coot 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  WM  A 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

13 

7 

Niagara  Falls 

Chi  1  ton , S  ch  af  fne  r 
e  t  a  1 

29 

7 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Dun  1  in 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls, On t 

.Schaffner(LEBC) 

1  4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  On t 

.  An  d  r 1 e , B  ro  ck 

2  4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  On t 

. A&0  Ros  che 

Franklin's  Gull 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bel  1 e  rby 

Little  Gull 

1 

12 

Niag.-on-Lake 

Chi  1  ton 

It, 22, 30 

M,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

6 

10 

N i ag . on  -  Lake 

Bel  1 e  rby 

12-31 

1-3 

Niagara  River 

Many  ob  se  r ve  rs 

Iceland  Gull 

8,24 

M 

Niagara  Falls 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

1  4 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

An  d  r  1  e  ,  B  ro  ck 

L.  Black -b.  Gull 

2  1 

1 

Niagara  F  a  1  1 s  ,  On  t 

.  An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

G 1 aucous  Gu  1  1 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bel  1  e  rb y 

S  n  owy  Ow  1 

1-31 

1-2 

Tonawanda  to 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Many  ob  se  rve  rs 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

Lon  g -e  a  re  d  Owl 

28 

1 

Porter  Twp . 

D ' Ann  a , Po t  te  r 

S  h  o  r  t -e  a  re  d  Owl 

31 

4 

Java 

A&0  Rosche 

Re d -bellied  Wdpkr. 

15-30 

1 

Lew i s  t  on ( f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

26 

1 

BOS  Refuge 

Potter 

28 

1 

Niagara  County 

W&H  Klabunde 

31 

1 

W i Ison 

Chi lton,Schaffner 

31 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

S  ch  a  f  f n e  r  ,  Ch  i  1  ton 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

1-30 

1 

Lew i s  ton ( f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

Tufted  T i tmouse 

1-31 

-3" 

1 

CM 

Amity  L  ake ( f ) 

Pi tzrick,Button 

26 

1 

BOS  Refuge 

D' Anna, Potter 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2-10 

1 

Lew  i  s  t  on  (  f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

7 

1 

Silver  C  reek  (f ) 

S .  Clarke 

13 

2 

P omf  re  t  Twp . 

Mos  he rs 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  On t 

. S  ch  af fne  r ( LEB  C) 

28 

1 

N i aga  ra  Coun  ty 

W&H  Klabunde 
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Name  of  Bird 

De  cembe  r 

Number 

Loca  t i on 

Obse  rve  rs 

Carolina  Wren 

1  3 

1 

Ni ag.-on-the-Lake 

Chi  lton,Schaffner 

e  t  a  1 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

26 

1 

BOS  Refuge 

D 1  Anna 

Eastern  Bluebird 

27 

4 

Eden  Tw  p . 

WSM  Barber 

N .  Mockingbird 

9-31 

1 

Fort  Erie,  On  t  . 

Somme  r v i  1  1 e 

22 

1 

Lew i s  t on  Twp . 

DSD  Suggs 

26,28 

2,1 

N i aga  ra  Coun  ty 

W  S  H  Klabunde 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Northern  Shrike 

16 

1 

Dunkirk  Airport 

Chilton 

20 

1 

Ni ag.-on-the-Lake 

D'Anna,potter 

26 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Chi  1 t  on 

31 

1 

Snyder,  Ont. 

W  S  0  Burch 

Palm  Warbler 

20 

1 

Times  Beach,  B  f 1 o . 

An  d  r  1  e 

Common  Yellowthroat  27 

1 

W  .  Seneca 

Atkinson 

Ru  f ous -s .  T owhee 

11  ,  13.TT 

1 

P  omf ret  Two .  ( f ) 

Buck 

Field  Sparrow 

7 

2 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

31 

2 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

Fox  Sparrow 

6  L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mos  h e  rs 

White  - c  r .  Sparrow 

6* 

2 

Pomf  re  t  Twp 

Mosher 

26-28 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r 1 e  s 

Rusty  B 1 ackb i rd 

6 

2 

Sheri  dan  Twp  . 

D  1  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

Purple  Finch 

2-29 

1  -6 

Amity  Twp . 

p  i  t  z  r i ck 

6 

3 

Sci  o 

Pi  t  z  r i c  k 

26 

3 

BOS  Refuge 

D'  An  n  a  ,  Potter 

Common  Re  d  po 1  1 

27 

1  30 

Boston 

W  S  M  Barber 

28 

20 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

31 

200 

Wilson  Twp. 

Chi  1  ton  ,Schaffner 

Pine  Siskin 

b » 5 

2 

Wales ( f ) 

A&0  Rosche 

10-25 

1-3 

Lew i s  t  on ( f ) 

VI S  H  Klabunde 

1  1 

1 

Pomf  ret  Twp .  ( f ) 

Moshers 

13 

9 

Ni ag.-on-the-Lake 

Schaffner(LEBC) 

28 

6 

Niagara  Coun  ty 

WSH  Klabunde 

E  ven i n  g  G  ros  beak 

1-31 

15-53 

Amity  Lake 

D  i  t  z  r i ck 

1-31 

15-60 

Wa  1  e  s ( f ) 

A&0  Rosche 

7 

4 

Silver  Creek(f) 

S .  Clarke 

8,10,13 

2 

,2,10 

Belmont 

DSL  Burton 

28 

2 

Niagara  County 

WsH  Klabunde 

Species,  subspeci 

es  S  hybrids 

previously  recorded . 

. 274 

Species,  subspeci 

es  S  hybrids 

recorded 

this  issue . 

.  0 

+Sabine's  Gull,  Nov.;+Missi 

s  s 

i  p  p i  Kite 

,  Ap  ri  1  (Addenda)  ; 

+  B u f f -b re  a s t e d  Sandpiper,  Aug 

.  ( Ad  den 

da) . 

Total  for  year... 

. 277 

LEBC  =  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  Field  Trip 
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ADDENDA 


1986 


Horned  Grebe 

Oct. 

26 

200 

Lowb  a  n  k  s  ,  On  t . 

D&D  Suggs 

Re  d-necked  Grebe 

Nov. 

15-19 

1 

Ni aga  ra-on- Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

01  d  s  q  u  aw 

Sept. 

17 

1 

Port  Col  borne 

S  ch  a  f  f  n  e  r  ,  Ch  i  1  t  on 

Surf  Scoter 

Mar. 

1  1 

2 

Queen  s  t  on 

Smi th , Haney 

‘“Mississippi  Kite 

(First  re  co  rd 

Apr.  20 
for  region) 

1 

Twp.  Machias 

Baird  e  t  a  1 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

Sept. 

1  7 

8 

Port  Colborne 

S  ch  a  f  f n  e  r  ,  Ch  i  1  ton 

*  b  u  f  f - d  r .  Sandpiper 

Aug  . 

24 

1 

Dunville  Twp. 

Schaffner  et  a  1  (  B  0 

Little  Gull 

Nov. 

2  1 

25 

Ni ag. -on -Lake 

Bel  1  e  rb y 

Snowy  Ow 1 

Nov. 

15,16 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Bel  1 e  rby 

Gr.  C  re  s  t .  F  1  y  c  a  t  ch  e  r  Apr. 

28 

1 

Hamburg 

Y  oe  r  g 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

June 

2 1 

1 

Wei  land 

C 1 emen  ts 

Snow  Buntings 

Nov. 

16 

1500 

N i ag . -on  -  Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb y 

1985 

Yellow-cr. Night  Heron  Aug 

3 

1 

South  Park,Bflo. 

Schaffner 

19  79 

Mute  Swan 

Sept  . 

22 

1 

Black  Rock  Canal  , 

Y  oe  r  g 

Bf  lo. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  Fifty-eighth  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

December  2  1,  19  86 

A  good  Christmas  count  resulted  from  good  weather.  There  were 
45  participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  Seventy-six  species  were  counted; 
72,377  individuals  were  reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  58th  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count 
are  reported  below. 


Date: 


Area: 


Weathe  r : 


De  ce  mb e  r  2  1,  19  86 

Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the 
Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  --  from  the  Gorge  below 
the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

The  sky  was  clear  in  the  morning  and  partly  cloudy  in  the 
afternoon.  Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low 
of  30°(F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  38°(f),  with  winds  from 
the  NW  at  5  -  1 0  mph .  The  Niagara  River  was  free  of  ice. 

The  snow  cover  was  zero. 
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Coverage:  Forty-five  observers  in  17  parties  made  observations  from 

6:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Party-hours  were  145-5  (75£  on  foot 
and  70£  by  car),  plus  2i  hours  at  feeders  and  8£  hours  owling. 
Party-miles  were  819.5  (72.5  on  foot  and  747  by  car). 

Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 


A.  Canada  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River 

west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Rob  e  r  t 
An  d  r 1 e ,  Marcya  Foster.  45  species;  9840  individuals. 


0.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creel  and  the  Niagara  River 

west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  R i chard 
Byron,  Barbara  Tomasi.  30  species;  4008  individuals. 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to 

Bowen  Road.  Wa  ve 1  Barber,  Maxine  Barber,  Arthur  Schaf- 
fner.  30  species,  4848  individuals. 


D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara 

River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew  , 

Audrey  Horbett,  Ellen  Schopp.  35  species;  1585  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Eli¬ 

zabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River.  Harold  Ax  tell,  Blayne 
Farnan,  Drew  Campbell,  Gary  Novosel,  Robert  Sommerville, 

Brad  Clements.  37  species;  5504  individuals. 


F.  Niagara  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Boulevard,  Pine  Ave .  and  Main  St. 

Falls:  south  to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands 

and  east  to  Military  Road.  Ed  Crohn,  Bill  Vaughan, 
Roberta  McDonald.  38  species;  22,511  individuals. 


G.  North 

Ton  awan  da : 


Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and 
Niagara  River  northeast  to  area  boundary.  Marie  Wendlinq, 
Anne  Bauer.  21  species;  1000  individuals. 


H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara 

River  east  to  area  boundary.  Willie  D1  Anna,  Don  Roberson, 
Betsy  Potter.  33  species;  1328  individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to 

Niagara  River.  Margaret  Wright,  Jack  Wright.  21  soecies; 
3159  individuals. 


K.  Grand  West  of  Stony  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to 

Island:  the  Niagara  River.  Walter  S  Harriette  Klabunde,  William 

Broderick,  Ann  Moranian,  Tim  O'Day,  Kathy  Hentz,  Sharon 
Sisti.  46  species;  3408  individuals. 
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L .  Grand 

Island: 


M .  Grand 

Island: 


rluth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stony 
Point  Road  west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch,  Olive 
Burch.  23  species;  786  individuals. 

East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to 
the  Niagara  River.  Mike  Zebehazy.  42  SDecies;  2758 
individuals. 


N .  Grand 

Island: 


0 .  Grand 

Island: 


P .  Grand 

Island: 


Q. .  Grand 

Island: 


Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road  and  Baseline  Road 
west  to  Niagara  River.  Robert  Brock.  William  Watson, 
Marjorie  Harwitz.  28  species;  1433  individuals. 

Whitenaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road  and  Baseline  Road 
east  to  the  Niagara  River.  Julia  Wells  ,  Alice  McKale. 

27  species;  6  1  4  individuals. 

Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to 
the  West  Branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Andrew 
Topolnycky,  40  species;  1100  individuals. 

South  of  Spaulding  Rd .  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill 
B  o  q  a  ck i  .  Dick  Christensen,  Mike  McNally.  35  soecies; 
8241  individuals 


Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  letters  in 

parentheses  indicate  the  territories  where  the  birds 
were  found,  in  those  cases  where  they  were  reported 
from  three  or  fewer  territories. 


Common  Loon 

3(D,E  ,M) 

Re  d-tailed  Hawk 

1 34  H i  eve 

Dbl.-cr.  Cormorant 

2(H,P) 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

5(C) 

G  r .  Blue  Heron 

33  Hi  ever 

Am .  Kes  t  re  1 

40 

Canada  Goose 

965 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

1(F) 

Wood  Duck 

4(J) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2(C) 

Am .  Black  Duck 

204 

Am.  Coot 

4  ( K ) 

Mai  lard 

i  506 

Purple  Sandpiper 

7(F) 

N .  Pintail 

75(K,L) 

Dunlin 

1  (A) 

G  a  dw  a  1  1 

45(A,F,K) 

Little  Gull 

2  (  A  ,  H  ) 

Am .  W i geon 

42  (  A  ,  F  ,  K) 

Bonep  a  r te  1  s  Gull 

8900  Hi  in 

Canvasback 

3436 

Ring-billed  Gull 

4737 

Redhead 

12  No's  down 

Herring  Gull 

4585 

Greater  Scaup 

522  Down .usual  1 y 

IK  Iceland  Gull 

2  (  A  ,  F ) 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 I2(F,K)  High 

L .  B 1  . -b  acke  d  Gull 

1  (A) 

Surf  Scoter 

1  (K) 

G  r .  B 1  . -b  ack  .  Gull 

249 

White-w.  Scoter 

6(A,E  .  F) 

gull,  s  d  . 

1  1  0 

Com .  Goldeneye 

3262 

Rock  Dove 

1  798 

Bufflehead 

602 

Mourning  Dove 

290 

Hooded  Me  rganse r 

9  ( A  .  F  ,  J  ) 

E  .  Screech  Owl 

1  1 

Com.  Merganse  r 

6672 

G  r .  Horned  Owl 

2  1 

Red-br.  Merganser 

26(E,F,q) 

Lon  g -e  a  re  d  Owl 

8  B  ,E 

N  .  Harrier 

2  (C ,  D) 

N  .  S  aw-whe  t  Ow 1 

1  (K) 

S  h  a  rp - s  h .  Hawk 

3 (C , E  ,  H ) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1  1 

y 
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29,343 

2(M) 

87 
293 
1  3 
93 
85 

7(F) 

45 

1  (D) 

4(C) 

212  Hi  ever, 
1st  record  1978 
4(0,0) 

131 
1901 

The  compiler  thanks  all  who  contributed  to  this  count. 

Bill  Bogacki,  70  Louise  Dr.,  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14227 


JL  J„  JL  JL  JL  J.  JL  JL  JL  JL 
A  A  />  /v  /\ 


Red-be 1  .  Wdpk  r . 
Downy  Wdpk  r . 

Hairy  Woodpk  r . 
North.  F 1 i eke  r 
Blue  Jay 
Am.  Crow 

3  1  . -  cap . Ch i ck  a  dee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Wh . -b  r .  Nuthatch 
B  row  n  Creeper 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Am .  Robin 
N.  Mockingbird 
N .  Shrike 


1  (Q) 

105  Hi  since  1  9&9 
22 
41 
313 
458 
412 

7CM,P) 

7 
44 
31 
1  8 
224 

6  (C  ,  K ,  M) 

3 (D , M , P ) 


Eur.  Starling 
Ye  1  1 ow - r u mp .  W a  rb  . 
N .  Cardinal 
Am .  Tree  Spar  row 
Song  Sparrow 
Wh. -throat  Sparrow 
Da  rk-eye .  J  un  co 
Snow  Bunting 
Red-w.  Blackbird 
Com. G  rack  1 e 
Purple  Finch 
House  F i n  ch 

Pine  Siskin 
Am .  Goldfinch 
House  Sparrow 


1987 

1987  is  another  special  year  for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society.  On  September  25,  1987  the  Society  will  hold  its  1000th  meeting. 

This  landmark  event  will  be  celebrated  with  a  special  dinner  meeting 
featuring  a  noteworthy  speaker  and  some  surprises.  Members  and  friends 
of  the  8.O.S.  are  encouraged  to  attend  and  make  this  night  truely  mem¬ 
orable. 


The  evening  will  be  an  opportunity  to  reflect  upon  those 
unique  birding  adventures  and  to  recall  those  special  birding  friend- 
snips  which  are  so  much  a  part  of  the  Society.  If  you  are  unable  to 
be  with  us  that  evening,  please  write  and  let  us  know  where  you  are  and 
what  birding  experiences  you  have  enjoyed. 

Details  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  1000th  meeting 
appeared  in  our  last  issue.  For  more  information  contact  the  Program 
Committee  Chairman,  Morgan  Jones,  51  Bacon  St.,  Lockport,  N.Y.  14094 
(716)  433-5687. 


>'? j'c  Vc 
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"From  Farther  Afield" 


No  . 


FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 


Purple  Martin 
Colony  Registry 


The  Purple  Martin  is  a  bird  which  has  been  managed  by  man  longer  than  any  other 
North  American  bird  species.  Even  before  European  man  colonized  the  New  World, 
native  American  indians  were  enticing  these  companionable  birds  to  nest  in  their 
villages  by  attaching  hollowed-out  gourd  "nest  boxes"  to  the  support  poles  of  their 
wigwams.  Modern  man  has  continued  this  gourd-using  tradition  to  attract  martins  but 
he  also  has  taken  to  using  elaborate  wooden,  plastic,  or  aluminum  multi-compartmented 
bird  condos  (i  e  "martin  houses" )  which  he  mounts  on  poles  and  proudly  displays  on 
his  lawns 

Today  however  this  man-dependant  species  is  declining  within  parts  of  its  breeding 
range.  In  an  attempt  to  remedy  the  situation,  the  Purple  Martin  Conservation 
Association  has  been  formed  to  help  coordinate  the  management  efforts  of  North 
America  s  martin  landlords  Through  its  Colony  Registry  Program  it  is  attempting  to 
locate  and  register  most  of  the  martin  colonies  in  North  America  in  preparation  for 
several  worthwhile  projects,  including  a  continent-wide  nest- record  card  scheme 

Your  heln  is  needed 

If  you  know  of  someone  who  has  a  martin  colony  or  is  trying  to  attract  one,  or  if  you 
are  interested  in  starting  a  colony  yourself,  please  write  to  the  P  M  C  A  You  can 
further  assist  by  looking  for  martin  houses  or  gourds  in  peoples'  yards  during  your 
travels  If  you  locate  some,  please  try  to  obtain  the  mailing  addresses  from  either  the 
street  L  house  numbers,  rural  mailboxes,  phone  books,  or  by  stopping  to  inquire 
Please  send  addresses  to  P  M  C. A..  P  0  Box  178.  Edinboro  PA  16412 

it 
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MEET  I NGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  exceot- 
ing  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's 
clubroom  at  the  buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

May  13:  Dr.  David  Booth,  a  naturalist  and  researcher  from  Adelaide, 
Australia,  (currently  engaged  in  advanced  studies  at  the 
Dept,  of  Physiology  of  the  SUNY  at  Buffalo)  will  present  an 
interesting  and  unusual  program  entitled:  "Nesting  Biology 

of  the  Moun d -b u i  1 d i n g  B i  r d - Ma 1 1 ee f ow  1  "  .  Lets  have  a  great 
turnout  to  welcome  our  guest  from  "down-under". 

May  27:  Dr.  Robert  Season  from  the  Biology  Dept,  of  SUNY  at  Geneseo 

will  present  an  interesting  program  on  Magnetic  Orientation 
and  other  means  of  d i  re ct i on - f i n d i n g  in  the  migration  of  the 
d  ob  o 1  ink. 

June  10:  Annual  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie  Picnic  Shelter  (the  old 
stone  fort).  We  will  meet  to  share  a  meal,  discuss  the  May 
Count  results,  and  do  a  little  birding  along  the  Lake  Erie 
shore.  Please  bring  you  own  food  and  beverage. 

Sept.  25:  1000th  MEETING!  (Friday  evening) 

Dinner  meeting  at  Samuel's  Grande  Manor. 

For  further  information  on  meetings,  contact  Morgan  Jones,  Drogram 
Committee  Chairman  (433“5687). 


JL  J-  J-  J-  JL  JL  JU  -L  JL 
/\  /\  a  /\  />  /> 


FIELD  TRIPS 

May  3  -  1 0 :  Sat.  S  Sun.  Presque  Isle  and  Pymatuning  Weekend;  joint  trip 

with  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Call  Mary  Saville  for  reser¬ 
vations  (662-5215).  Note:  Presque  Isle  is  just  beyond  Erie, 
Pa.,  80  miles  from  Buffalo.  It  is  a  warbler  staging  area 
and  a  hot  spot  at  this  season.  A  one-day  trip  is  well  worth- 
wh  i  1  e . 


May  10: 


May  1 7 : 


May  24: 


Sunday.  Tift  Farm  Nature  Center  and  Times  Beach.  Meet  at 
7:30  a.m.  in  Tifft  Farm  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day 
outing  for  warblers  and  other  migrants.  Leader:  Bill  Watson 
(695-2820) . 

Sunday.  May  Bird  Count  of  BOS.  For  a  territory  call  the 
compiler:  Dave  Cooper  (284-4118). 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet 
at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace 
Bridge  or  at  7:30  a.m.  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of 
the  bridge  on  the  Canadian  side. 


Vol.  53,  No.  1  "Field  Trips"  con t . 

May  20-31:  Friday  to  Sunday.  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage,  sponsored  by 

four  nature  clubs.  Register  by  May  1.  For  information,  cal 
Tom  Harper  (  1  - 5 4 7“ 9 5 6 3 )  .  The  Park  at  this  time  also  is  good 
for  a  one-day  trip  for  nesting  mourning  and  parula  warblers, 
bluebirds,  etc.  The  maintenance  road  running  east  from  Red 
House  Lake  and  the  road  near  Bova  Ski  area  are  good  spots. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  WHliam  Burch,  Field 

Trips  Committee  Chairman  (773“3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

JL  JL  JL  J-  J«  J»  J-  JL  JL  J- 
/v  a  /v  /> 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271. 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 

sightings  to  be  included  on  D i a  1  -  a -B i  rd . ) 


JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL 

t>  <>  /\  <\  a  /v  /\  />  /\  A 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  William  D1 Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 


J„  J*  J „  J*  JL  J*  JL  J^ 

/\  t\  t\  t\  A  /\  /\  /V 
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THE  MONTH 

January  was  a  mild  month  although  more  seasonal  in  its  weather 
patterns  than  December.  Once  again,  the  area  enjoyed  protracted  periods 
of  above  average  temperatures  with  the  only  significant  spell  of  cold 
weather  occuring  between  January  2  4  th  and  28th;  a  low  thermometer  reading 
of  -2°(F)  was  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  on 
the  27th  while  a  low  reading  of  -21°(F)  was  registered  at  F r an k 1  i n v i  1  1 e 
in  Cattaraugus  County  on  that  date.  Lake  Erie  temperatures  remained  above 
freezing  all  month  but  tnere  was  no  'lake  effect1  squall  activity  worthy 
of  note.  Snowfall  in  the  Buffalo  area  in  January  measured  28.5  inches, 

3.1  inches  aoove  normal  but  with  no  significant  accumulation  on  any  one 
date.  The  heaviest  fall  brought  only  5.2  inches  of  snow  at  Buffalo  on 
the  2nd  although  it  was  considerably  different  in  the  Southern  Tier  on 
tnat  date  where  10  to  12  inches  were  recorded.  A  second  heavy  snowfall 
on  the  19th  measured  4.8  inches  at  Buffalo.  The  average  temperature  for 
the  period  was  26.1  (F),  2.6°  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  re¬ 

corded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

With  the  first  18  days  of  January  averaging  seven  degrees  warmer 
i-n  temperature  than  usual,  a  number  of  reports  of  ‘half-hardy1  species  of 
birds  continued  to  be  received  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  These 
included  many  records  of  Great  Blue  Herons  and  the  sheltered  creeks  of 
Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  produced  sightings  of 
Green-winged  Teal,  Northern  Pintail  and  Gadwall  ducks  while  two  Ring¬ 
necked  Ducks  continued  to  winter  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  A  wintering  Dunlin 
was  seen  among  the  rocks  and  shallows  at  the  shoreline  of  Three  Sisters 
Island  in  the  upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  at  the  Niagara  Reservation 
State  Park.  As  noted  in  these  pages  last  month,  this  bird  is  usually  seen 
in  the  company  of  a  wintering  flock  of  Purple  Sandpipers  at  that  location. 
On  January  14th,  Don  Endres  found  a  wintering  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  an 
old  field  reverting  to  woodland  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
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in  the  Town  of  Alabama  in  Genesee  County.  The  bird  was  moving  through 
low  shrubbery  some  15  feet  from  the  observer  and  all  salient  field  marks 
were  clearly  visible.  Four  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  reoorted  on  the  Shero 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Boston  on  January  4th.  The  late  Palm  Warbler  seen 
by  Bob  An d r 1 e  at  Times  Beach  on  the  Buffalo  Waterfront  in  December  was 
still  present  at  that  location  on  January  6th. 

Considerable  interest  was  generated  by  Harold  Axtell's  dis¬ 
covery  of  three  puzzling  female  or  immature  male  goldeneyes  in  a  flock 
of  75  to  100  Common  Goldeneyes  wintering  on  the  Niagara  River  at  the 
mouth  of  Frenchman's  Creek  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  These 
birds  were  similar  in  size,  plumage  and  other  morphological  features  to 
the  Common  Goldeneyes  with  which  they  associated  save  for  the  interesting 
exception  of  bill  coloration.  On  January  27th,  Bill  Watson  observed  one 
of  the  goldeneyes  in  question  through  an  eight  inch  Celestron  Telescope 
with  50x  magnification.  He  described  the  bill  of  this  bird  to  be  a  dif¬ 
fused  yellow  in  color  with  a  gray  area  around  the  nostril,  a  character 
which  could  be  diagnostic  in  the  identification  of  an  adult  female  Bar¬ 
row's  Goldeneye  at  this  time  of  year  but  is  unreliable  without  other  dis¬ 
tinguishing  features  such  as  the  distinctly  more  rounded  head  in  profile 
and  a  more  prominent  nail  at  the  tip  of  the  bill.  Since  these  field  marks 
could  not  be  ascertained  on  these  ducks  and  as  the  adult  female  Common 
Goldeneye,  while  generally  having  a  uniformly  dark  bill  in  post-nuptial 
plumage,  rarely  it  may  be  all  yellow,  no  positive  identification  could 
be  made. 


The  Town  of  Fort  Erie  was  also  the  scene  of  an  unusually  large 
concentration  of  wintering  Short-eared  Owls  and  other  raptors  in  January. 
On  January  11th,  30  Short-eared  Owls  were  counted  in  an  overgrown  field 

bordering  an  unimproved  thoroughfare  called  College  Road  between  the 
Stevensville  Road  and  Winger  Road  near  the  hamlet  of  Snyder.  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days,  varying  numbers  of  these  owls  were  seen  at  this  location  by 
many  observers  from  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Peninsula.  The  landscaoe  was 
devoid  of  snow  cover  for  most  of  the  month  and  tunnels  in  the  grass  and 
other  signs  of  Mi c  ro  t  u  s  vole  activity  were  everywhere  in  evidence.  Short¬ 
eared  Owls  in  smaller  numbers  were  also  reported  from  many  localities  on 
the  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  plains  this  month. 

Other  records  of  interest  in  January  include  a  Common  Loon  seen 
by  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  11th.  On  the  pre¬ 
vious  day  they  saw  an  immature  blue  phase  Snow  Goose  in  the  harbor.  On 
January  29th,  Kayo  J.  Roy  of  St.  Catherines,  Ontario  saw  three  Snow  Geese, 
one  adult  white  phase  bird  and  one  immature  and  one  adult  blue  phase  bird 
among  a  flock  of  450  wintering  Canada  Geese  on  the  Niagara  River  in  the 
in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie;  Mr.  Roy  took  excellent  color  photos  of  his 
find.  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber  also  saw  these  birds  on  this  date.  The 
sub-adult  Bald  Eagle  which  has  been  a  familiar  sight  along  the  lower 
Niagara  River  between  Lewiston  and  Lake  Ontario  since  November,  was  seen 
to  have  a  green  tag  on  its  right  wing  indicating  that  it  is  probably  an 
alumnus  of  a  hacking  program  other  than  that  conducted  by  the  New  York 
State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  at  the  Oak  Orchard  Wild¬ 
life  Management  Area  in  Orleans  County  where  the  fledglings  were  marked 
with  yellow  bands.  Rough-legged  hawks  continue  to  winter  in  unusually 
large  numbers  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  with  a  maximum  count  of  five  birds 
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seen  by  the  Barbers  on  the  Lake  Ontario  plain  on  January  11th.  This 
season  has  also  been  noteworthy  for  the  increase  in  sightings  of  winter¬ 
ing  Northern  Harriers.  On  January  1st,  David  and  Debbie  Suggs  counted 
six  harriers  in  one  field  on  the  Fletcher  Chapel  Road  in  the  Iroquois 
National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

Finally,  we  continue  to  enjoy  a  winter  finch  invasion  of  size¬ 
able  proportions  with  Common  Redpolls  reported  from  all  sections  of  the 
B.Q.S.  study  area.  In  a  field  trip  on  the  Lake  Ontario  plain  on  January 
11th,  the  Barbers  counted  300  redpolls  along  N.Y.  Route  #18  in  the  Town 
of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County  and  Don  End  res  reported  400  on  the  I  roquois 
Refuge  on  the  29th.  Previous  to  that  date,  on  January  2nd,  he  saw  200 
redpolls  at  a  feeder  in  the  Town  of  Alabama.  In  view  of  the  large  numbers 
of  redpolls,  siskins  and  Snow  Buntings  in  the  area,  Wavel  Barber's  obser¬ 
vation  on  the  complete  lack  of  reports  of  even  one  Lapland  Longspur  or 
Hoary  Redpoll  is  most  appropriate! 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

J„  A.  JL  A.  A.  A* 

/> 


JANUARY  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society. 


indicates  first  record  for  the  year, 
indicates  first  record  for  the  migration, 
indicates  last  record  for  the  migration, 
indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


F 
L 

(f) 

Name  of  Bird 

Common  Loon 
Pied-billed  Grebe 

Great  Blue  Heron 


Mute  Swan 
S n  ow  Goose 

Green -wing.  Teal 
Northern  Pintail 
G  a  dw  a  1  1 

Arne  r i can  W i geon 
Ring-necked  Duck 


January 

Number 

1  1 

1 

4 

1 

1  1 

6 

1  -28 

1  -2 

6 

1 

1  7 

1 

23 

1 

24 

1 

4 

1 

10 

1 

29 

3 

TS 

1 

4 

5 

1  1 

5 

1  1 

1  1 

31 

1 

1  1 

2 

16,21 

1  ,2 

Loc  a  t i on 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Niagara  SD 
Dunki  rk  Ha  rbo  r 
I  roq  uo i s  NW  R 
B  e 1 mon  t 

F  ren  chman's  C  r  .  ,  On  t 
S  c  i  o 

Fort  E  r  i  e  ,  On  t  . 
Times  Be  ach  ,  B  f 1 o . 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Fort  Erie,  On t. 
Niagara  Falls 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Lowe  r  Niagara  Riv. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 


Observe rs 

R  e  w  ,  B  u  c  k 

Watson 

Rew 

E  n  d  re  s 

LSD  B  u  rton , Jo  rdan 
.Schaffner,Chi lton 
P i t  z  r i ck 
Ax  te  1  1 

Schaffner(BOS) 

Rew , B  u  ck 

V/6M  B  a  rbe  r  ,  Roy 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

Schaffner  (BOS) 

Watson 

Watson 

Mosher 

Rew 

Mos  hers 
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Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

King  Eider 

1 

1 

Ni ag.-on-the- Lake 

Rew  e  t  a  1 

1  -29 

1 

N i ag . -on- the- Lake 

Bel  1 e  r b  y 

25 

1 

Ni ag.-on-the- Lake 

B  u  r  ch  (  B  OS  ) 

30,31 

2 

Ni ag.-on-the-Lake 

Bel  1 e  r b  y 

Whi  te -wing. Scoter 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D  '  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

1  1 

6 

Lower  Niagara  Riv. 

Watson 

25 

10 

N i ag . -on  -  the- Lake 

Burch (BOS) 

Hooded  Merganser 

1  1 

3 

Niagara  Falls, On  f . 

Watson 

24 

1 

Ni ag. -on-the-Lake 
Frenchman's  c  r  .  ,  0 n  t 

Bel  1 e  rby 

27 

1 

.  Watson 

28 

1 

F  ren  ch  man’s  C  r  .  ,  On  t 

.  Schaffner 

Bald  Eagle 

1  1 

1 

Lowe  r  Niagara  Riv. 

Watson 

28 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

S  ch  a f f n e  r , Ch  i  1  ton 

(Subadult  with  green  tag  on  right  wing.) 

Northern  Harrier 

1 

6 

Iroquois  NW  R 

D&D  Suggs 

4 

4 

Bertie  Twp .  ,  On  t . 

Burch  (BOS) 

14 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Schaffner, Suggs 

14,28 

1  ,  1 

1  roq  uo i s  NW  R 

E  n  d  re  s 

Sharp-sh.  H  awk 

1-31 

9  repo  r  ts 

throughout  the  region. 

Cooper's  H  awk 

1-31 

1 0  repo  rts 

throughout  the  region. 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

1  1 

5 

Lake  Ont.  Plain 

W  &M  Barber 

Max  .  count 

-  8  other  reports  throughout 

region  Jan.  4-31. 

Ame  r i can  Coot 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NW R 

D&D  Suggs 

1  1 

31 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew , B  u  ck 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

6 

Goat  Island 

Schaffner  ( B  0  S ) 

1  1 

7 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

1  4 

7 

Goat  Island 

S  ch  af f ne  r  ,  Suggs 

Dun  1  in 

1  1 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Queen  s  ton , On  t . 

Rew  e  t  a  1 

17 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner, Chi Iton 

23 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mos  he  rs 

25 

3 

Lew i s  t on 

Burch  (BOS) 

28 

1 

Queens  ton  ,  On  t . 

Schaffner, Chi  lton 

31 

22 

N i ag . -on -the- Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

M5,31 

15000,7200,1900  Niagron-Lake 

Bel  1 e  r by 

17 

3000 

Fort  Erie&Buffalo 

S  ch  a  f  f n e  r , Ch  i  lton 

23 

3000  (es  t )  . 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mo  s  h  e  r  s 

28 

10,000 

Niagara  R.,  Ont. 

S  ch  a  f  f n  e  r  ,  Ch i  lton 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

S  ch  a  f  f  n  e  r  ,  Ch  i  1  ton 

• 

28 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo 

.Schaffner, Chi  1  ton 

28 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

S  ch  a  f  f ne  r  ,  Ch i  lton 

G 1 aucous  Gu 1 1 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

1  1 

1 

Lower  Niagara  Riv. 

Watson 

28 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hy d  ro 

S  ch  a  f f ne  r , Ch  i  lton 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

D ' Ann  a , Pot  te  r 

5,6 

1,1 

Buffalo 

An  d  r  1  e 

1  1 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

1  8 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Hess 

Lon  g -e  a  re  d  Owl 

4 

2 

Porter  Twp . 

D 1  An  n  a , Potter 

Short-ea red  Owl 

1 

1 

Porter  Twp  . 

D  '  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

4 

1  1 

Bertie  Twp  .  ,  On  t  . 

Burch  (BOS ) 
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Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Obse  rve  rs 

S  h  o  r  t -e  a  re  d  Owl 

1  7 

3 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew ,  Buck 

21 

2 

Sheridan  Twp . 

Moshers 

29 

1  1 

Bertie  Twp., On t. 

W&M  Barber 

N .  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

Belted  Kingfisher 

oo 

cvf 

Lf\ 

8  reDorts 

from  Niagara  R.  &  Allegany  Co. 

Red-headed  Wdpk  r . 

9 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Moshers 

Red-bellied  Wdpk  r . 

1-31 

2 

N  i  ag. -on-the-Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

2 

,  6  , 

26-30 

1 

Lew i s  t  on ( f ) 

W &H  K  1  ab  un  de 

1  b 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Schaffner, Suggs 

1  b 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Rew  ,Dornhaffer 

16 

1 

Frenchmans  Cr.  ,0nt. 

D&D  Suggs 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  2 

-5,21- 

31  1,1-2 

Lew i s  ton  (  f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

Northern  Flicker 

17 

13 

Sheridan  Twp  . 

Rew , B  u  ck 

Tufted  T i tmouse 

1 

1 

BOS  Wildlife  Re  f u  ge 

i  D1 Anna, Potter 

1-31 

2 

Ami  ty  Lake  (  f ) 

VSR  Pitzrick 

1-31 

2 

Ni ag. -on-the-Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1  -29 

1 

Java 

0  .  Ros  ch e 

17, 

21-31 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp .(f) 

Mos  hers 

10 

1 

Lew i s  t  on ( f ) 

W  &H  Klabunde 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

1  b 

1 

Porter  Twp  . 

Rew  ,Dornhaffer 

Carolina  Wren 

1-31 

1 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bel  1  e  rb  y 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

1 

1  roquoi s  NW  R 

En d  res 

N.  Mockingbird 

nr 

6 

Niag. -on -the- Lake 

Rew  e  t  a  1 

b 

1 

Bertie  Twp., On t. 

Burch (BOS) 

9 

3 

Porter  Twp . 

W&H  Klabunde 

1  b 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Schaffner, Suggs 

25 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

Burch(BOS) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

6-22 

lb-  107 

Amity  Twp . 

Pitzrick 

1  b 

23 

Porter  Twp. 

Schaffner, Suggs 

23 

20 

E  1  ma 

WSM  Barber 

Northern  Shrike 

1-27 

10  repo  r  ts 

f  rom  1  roq . NW  R  &  the 

i  lake  plains. 

Palm  Warbler 

r 

0 

1 

T i mes  Beach  ,  B  f 1 o . 

An  d  r  1  e 

Ru  f ous -s .  T owhee 

IT 

1 

Pomf  ret  Twp .  ( f ) 

Rew , B  u  ck 

27 

1 

T on  awan  da ( f ) 

Watson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Wnite-cr.  Spar  row 

b 

A 

0 

Bertie  Twp.,  On t. 

Burch  (BOS) 

28 

2 

Bertie  Twp., On t. 

S  chaf fne  r  ,  Ch i  1  ton 

29 

b 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

WSM  Barber 

Snow  Bunting 

1  1 

175 

6  a  r  re  Twp  . 

WSM  Barber 

1  b 

70 

Porter  Twp. 

Schaffner  ,  Suggs 

25 

7 

Friendship  Twp. 

LSD  Burton 

29 

Bo 

Bertie  Twp., Ont. 

W&M  Barber 

30 

550 

Shelby  Twp . 

En  d  res 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

10 

23 

Ton  aw  an  d  a 

Watson 

17 

20 

S  te  ven  s  v  i  1  1  e , On  t  . 

Schaffner, Chi  It  on 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

25 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Burch  (BOS) 

B  rown-h .  Cowb i  r d 

1-31 

15-70 

Tonawanda  Twp.(f) 

Hess 

1 

-9,30 

1  >  6 

Silver  Creek(f) 

N  e  ve  u 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  (f) 

Wa  ts  on 

b,2b 

190,  125 

Tonawanda  Twp . 

Hess 
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Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Lo ca  t  i  on 

Observers 

Purple  Finch 

4 

2 

Porter  Twp . 

D ' An  n  a 

14,  19,22 

2,6,6 

Amity  Twp . 

P  i  t  z  r i ck 

White-w.  Crossbi 

1  1 

1  b 

2 

Porter  Twp . 

S  ch  a f f ne r , S  uggs 

Common  Redpo 1 1 

2 

250 

Alabama  Twp . 

E  n  d  re  s 

1  1 

300 

Barker 

W&M  Barber 

29 

400 

Iroquois  N  W R 

E  n  d  re  s 

Max  . 

counts 

-  9  other 

reports  throughou.t 

region  Jan. 

1-31 

Pine  S i sk i n 

16 

28 

Silver  C  reek ( f ) 

Ne  ve  u 

Max  . 

counts 

-  7  other 

reports  throughout 

re  g i on  Jan  . 

1-31 

Evening  Grosoeak 

1-29 

20-80 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

1-31 

2-38 

Ami ty  Lake ( f ) 

Pi t  z  r i ck 

1-31 

10-25 

Darien(f) 

H  a  rpe  r 

8-23 

3-42 

S  c  i  o 

Pi t  z  r i ck 

20-31 

2-50 

Be  1 mon  t 

L&D  Burton 

Other  species  reported  in  January; 

Canada  Goose,  Ame r .  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Canvasback,  Redhead,  Greater 
Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Common  Mer¬ 
ganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Ame r .  Kestrel,  Ring-n.  Phea¬ 
sant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Gr.  Black-b.  Gull, 
Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech  Owl,  Gr.  Horned  Owl,  Downy  Woodpecker 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark,  Blue  Jay,  Ame r .  Crow, 
Black-c.  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Amer.  Robin, 
European  Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  Amer.  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow, 
White-thr.  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch,  Amer.  Goldfinch,  House 
Sparrow 

Total  species,  subspecies  &  hybrids . 97 

ERRATUM  FOR  VOLUME  52 


p.  130  (October  Count) 

Horned  Lark  (_E_.  a_,  alpestris)-  9  (2)  should  read 
horned  Lark  (E^.  _a_.  praticola)-  9  (2) 


ORGAN  I ZAT 1 ONAL  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  January  1987  Waterfowl  Count 

Summarized  below  is  the  result  of  the  t h i r t y - s e con d  annual 
waterfowl  count  in  Region  ft]  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs. 

Results  of  the  counts  in  all  regions  of  the  Federation  will 
be  summarized  in  The  Kingbird. 

The  count  was  scheduled  for  the  oe  r i od  January  10,  1987  through 

January  1 8 1 h .  January  11th  was  selected  as  the  target  date. 
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Vol.  5  3,  No.  2  "Organizational  Activities" 
Report  of  January  1 9  8  7  Waterfowl  Count,  cont 


Common  Loon 
P  i  e  d - b i  1  led 
Snow  Goose 


Grebe 


1 

6 

1 


A ve  rage 


4  th 
2nd 


H 

t 


g  he  s  t 

me  recorded 


Can  a  d a  Goose 

2,284 

4th  highest 

American  Black  Duck 

460 

3rd  highest  since 

1  9  71* 

Mai  lard 

5,107 

Only  exceeded  by 

1986  count 

Hyb  red  Du  cks 

6 

First  time  recorded 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

6  th  Lowe  s  t 

G  a  dwa  1  1 

1  1 

6th  Lowe  s  t  in  20 

years. 

A me  r i can  Wigeon 

37 

L  ow 

Canvasback 

56 

Lowest  by  far  in 

33  years. 

Re  dhe  a  d 

78 

Below  Average 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

Ave  rage 

Greate  r  Scaup 

1  ,809 

Average 

Lesser  Scaup 

151 

Highest  Reco  rde  d 

Scaup  ( S  p . ) 

43 

15  of  first  20  years  all 

en  te  r i das  "S  caup" 

King  Eider 

1 

3rd  time  recorded 

in  20  years 

0 1 d  s  q  u  aw 

5,029 

3rd  highest 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

7th  time  recorded 

White-winged  Scoter 

423 

Hi ghes  t 

Common  Goldeneye 

2,228 

5th  Lowest 

Bar  row  1 s  Go  1 deneye 

3 

Hi ghes  t 

Bufflenead 

267 

Ave  rage 

Hooded  Me  rganse  r 

4 

Ave  rage 

Common  Merganser 

13,357 

4th  Highest 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

105 

5th  Highest  in  20 

years 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

4th  time  recorded 

in  20  years 

Arne  rican  Coot 

34 

Above  average 

Total 

31,508 

2nd  highest  in  20 

years 

The  following  are  the  areas 

covered  and 

the  comp i  1 e  rs  for 

each: 

-  Joe  Thill 
Ax  te  1  1 


A  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Pt.  Breeze  to  Olcott  -  Wave  1  Barber 
8  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Walter  Klabunde 

C  -  Ft.  Niagara  to  the  Gorge  at  the  Falls  -  Bill  Watson 
D  -  N i aga ra-on - the- Lake  to  the  Gorge  at  the  Falls  -  Mike 
E  -  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Island 
F  -  Ft.  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls  -  Harold 
G  -  Grand  Island  -  Karen  Renning 

H  -  Lake  Erie  -  Buffalo  South  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek  - 
1  -  Lake  Erie  -  Silver  Creek  to  Penna.  Line  -  Fran  Rew 
J  -  Jamestown  and  Chautauqua  Lake  -  Bob  Sundell 
K  -  Olean  and  Salamanca  -  Steve  Eaton 
L  -  Allegany  County  Area  -  Lou  Burton 
M  -  Batavia  -  Gail  Seamans 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  GMA  -  Don  Endres 
0  -  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Odmund  Olsen 
P  -  Amherst  and  Clarence  -  Marie  Wendling 
Q.  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Zoo  -  Ellen  Schopp 


Zebeh  azy 


Ken  Cohen 
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Report  of  January  1987  Waterfowl  Count,  cont. 


R  -  Buffalo  South  Parks  -  Charles  Hal vorsen 

Thanks  very  much  to  all  who  took  part  in  this  count. 

Wavel  H.  Barber 

J.  JL  JL  *»„  JU  JU  JL  J.  JL 

A  A  /V  /V 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  note  the  following  address  change: 

David  Ke 1  1 e  r 
8056  Mill  Rd. 

Bergen,  New  York  14416-9712 


MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except 
ing  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's 
cluoroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

Sept.  9  Members'  Birding  Experiences.  Share  your  recent  bird 

ing  activities  with  fellow  BOS  members  -  bring  your 
slides  and  also  enjoy  the  adventures  of  others. 

Sept.  25  (Friday)  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  1000th  Meeting. 

Join  us  for  this  very  special  event  -  a  fine  meal 
followed  by  an  interesting  presentation  by  Dr.  Harold 
Mahan,  President  of  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute 
of  Natural  History,  speaking  on  Bird  Behavior.  This 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Samual's  Grande  Manor,  8750 
Main  St.,  Clarence,  N.Y.  Reservations  required. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271. 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 

sightings  to  be  included  on  D i a  1 -a -8  i  rd  .  ) 


A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

.L  .1.  kL  J.  kL 
A  A  4\  /V  A  A  /S 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Notify  the  Treasurer:  William  Townsend 

31  B re non  Road 

N.  Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14120 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 

$10.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 
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Barbara  rlalvorsen  (typing) 

Brad  Lown  (ma i  1 i n  g) 

EDI  TOR: 

Charles  Halvorsen 

9  Yale  Place 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14210 
(716)  826-9247 

JL  JU  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL 
/\  t\  /v  t\  /\  /\  « 

July  12,  Sunday 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Picnic  at  noon  at  Fran  Rew 1 s  Cottage.  Meet  at  8  a.m. 
at  Leisure  Land  if  you  don't  know  the  route.  Bring 

your  own  lunch.  Birding  in  the  afternoon.  Leisure 

Land  is  on  Camp  Road  in  Hamburg,  1  block  west  of  Exit 
5  7  f  rom  l -90 . 

July  26,  Sunday 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  by  the 
Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  or 
at  8:15  in  Ft.  Erie  in  1st  parking  lot  south  of  Peace 
Bridge. 

Aug .  9 ,  Sunday 

Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  shorebirds, 
Egrets  and  Eagles.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Cayuga 

Pool  overlook  parking  lot.  Leader:  Willie  D1 Anna 

(1-731 -4348) . 

Aug.  23,  Sunday 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  See  July  26th  trip 

for  details. 

Sept .  5 ,  Satu  rday 

Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center.  A  one-half  day  trip  start¬ 
ing  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Center's  parking  lot. 

-21- 
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Sept.  11-13,  F  r i  . —  Sun.  Hawk  Cliff  weekend.  This  site  is  south  of  St. 

Thomas,  On t .  150  mi.  from  Buffalo.  There  is 

the  possibility  of  excellent  hawk  flights  plus 
shorebirds  on  nearby  lagoons.  Call  Bill  Burch 
for  details  on  accommodations.  (773-3690) 

Sept.  18-20,  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  annual 

meeting  in  New  York  City. 
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THE  MONTH 


February  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  sunniest  winter 
month  recorded  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  since  1970  and  of  having  the  third 
lowest  amount  of  measured  precipitation  in  the  annals  of  weather  record¬ 
ing  at  Buffalo;  a  remarkable  73%  of  possible  sunshine  between  February 
15th  and  27th  raised  the  monthly  total  to  5^+%,  well  above  the  norm  of  38% 
for  the  period.  Aside  from  a  3.5  inch  snowfall  at  Buffalo  on  the  8th, 
falling  during  a  lake  effect  storm  which  dumped  up  to  eight  inches  of 
snow  north  of  the  city,  the  area  was  virtually  dry  until  February  28th 
when  heavy  rains  which  began  late  in  the  evening  were  a  portent  of  much 
less  pleasant  weather  in  early  March.  In  spite  of  a  flat  weather  pattern 
resulting  from  a  large  high  pressure  system  stationary  over  the  Great 
Lakes  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  early  spring  migrants  made 
their  appearance  more  or  less  on  schedule.  The  first  migrant  bluebirds 
were  reported  in  the  Town  of  Alden  by  Cy  Wolfling  on  February  20th.  On 
the  21st,  a  Tundra  Swan  was  reported  in  the  west  branch  of  the  Niagara 
River  at  Grand  Island  and  Frances  Rew  counted  15  migrant  Red-tailed 
Hawks  over  the  Forsythe  Road  lookout  in  the  Town  of  Ripley  in  Chautauqua 
County  on  that  date.  On  February  2^th,  Flora  Elderkin  saw  the  first 
migrant  Green-winged  Teal  on  the  Fissell  Road  sinks  near  Frewsburg  in 
the  Town  of  Kiantone  in  Chautauqua  County  and  two  Killdeer,  also  the 
first  of  the  season,  passed  over  the  Forsythe  Road  lookout  on  the  27th. 
The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  2 5 . 0 0 ( F )  ,  5°  above  normal; 
precipitation  measured  only  0.85  inches,  1.55  inches  below  average  with 
the  total  snowfall  at  Buffalo  only  7.6  inches,  six  inches  below  the  norm 
for  this  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

The  first  Red-throated  Loon  record  of  the  New  Year  was  reported 
by  Sylvia  Clarke  of  Silver  Creek  who  discovered  the  bird  swimming  in  the 
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open  water  of  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  February  24th.  The  loon  was  subsequently 
seen  by  Terry  and  Judy  Mosher  and  other  local  bird-watchers  on  this  date.: 
It  was  in  winter  plumage  with  the  diagnostic  slim,  upturned  bill  clearly 
visible.  Dunkirk  Harbor  was  also  the  scene  of  an  unusually  large  winter 
ing  congregation  of  seven  Pied-billed  Grebes  on  February  7th  when  they 
were  seen  by  members  of  a  joint  B.O.S.-  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  field  trip  or 

1st,  Gordon  Bellerby  reported  an  adult  mute  Swan 
Lewiston;  he  also  saw  a  second  adult  bird  of  this: 
Erie  on  the  19th  which  was  probably  the  familiar 
resident  swan  of  the  Buffalo  waterfront  these  past  few  years.  The  three 
Snow  Geese  (one  adult  white  phase  bird,  one  adult  and  one  immature  blue 
phase  bird)  continued  to  winter  at  Fort  Erie  in  the  company  of  resident 
Canada  Geese  during  the  month.  The  adult  male  King  Eider  continued  to 
be  a  local  attraction  at  the  foot  of  Queen's  Parade  Street  in  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  where  it  was  joined  in  Lake  Ontario  on  February  26th  by  an 
even  rarer  adult  Common  Eider  male;  unfortunately,  the  latter  visitor 
did  not  stay  to  achieve  local  celebrity  status  after  that  date. 


that  date.  On  February 
on  the  Niagara  River  at 
species  upriver  at  Fort 


Wintering  Rough-legged  Hawks  continued  to  be  seen  on  the  Niagar 
Frontier  during  February  in  substantial  numbers.  The  compiler  received 
no  less  than  nine  reports  of  single  birds  in  our  study  area  between  Feb¬ 
ruary  5th  and  23rd.  The  adult  Bald  Eagle  seen  at  N i a g a r a - on - t h e - L a ke  by 
Gordon  Bellerby  and  other  observers  between  February  1st  and  19th  did  not 
appear  to  be  a  banded  bird.  A  large  wintering  population  of  Little  Gulls 
remained  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  in  February  where  Gordon  Bellerby 
counted  15  among  a  flock  of  1 6 0 0  Bonaparte's  Gulls  he  saw  flying  to  roost 
in  the  late  afternoon  of  February  1st  at  N i a g a r a - on - t h e - L ake  .  A  B.O.S. 
field  trip  to  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Southern  Ontario  in  search  of  owls 
on  February  19th  yielded  a  total  of  19  Short-eared  Owls  and  three  Long¬ 
eared  Owls,  the  latter  flushed  from  a  pine  grove  in  Wainfleet  Township. 
Terry  Mosher  reported  a  most  remarkable  gathering  of  woodpeckers  in  a 
yard  behind  a  residence  in  the  Village  of  Barcelona  in  the  Town  of  West- 
field  in  Chautauqua  County.  All  seven  species  of  woodpeckers  resident  in 
our  study  area  were  seen  there  in  February  either  on  two  oak  trees  in  the 
yard  or  at  feeders  maintained  by  the  resident  and  these  birds  included  a 
wintering  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucke  r  and  two  Pileated  Woodpeckers. 


During  the  late  afternoon  of  February  1 8 1  h  ,  Harold  Axtell 
counted  213  American  Robins  flying  into  an  overgrown  tract  on  the  Rose 
Hill  Road  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie  where  scattered  groves  of  spruce  trees 
provided  a  roosting  site  and  berry  laden  deciduous  trees  and  shrubs  were 
a  source  of  food.  Since  Axtell  only  concentrated  his  attention  on  those 
birds  arriving  at  the  roost  from  the  south,  he  estimates  that  the  total 
number  of  robins  in  the  tract  far  exceeded  his  total.  Bill  Watson  re¬ 
ported  a  wintering  Hermit  Thrush  seen  by  several  observers  on  Salt  Road 
in  the  Town  of  Shelby  in  Orleans  County.  A  wintering  flock  of  eight 
Ye  1  1 ow - r u mpe d  Warblers  was  reported  at  Lake  Erie  State  Park  on  N.Y. 

Route  #5  in  the  Town  of  Portland  in  Chautauqua  County  on  February  21st. 
Terry  Mosher  also  observed  a  Ye  1  1 ow - r u mpe d  Warbler  in  the  Town  of  Pom- 
fret  in  that  county  on  the  5th.  Finally,  the  Common  Redpoll  irruption 
in  our  study  area  continued  throughout  the  month  with  maximum  counts  of 
220  birds  on  the  1st  and  120  birds  on  the  6th  in  Chautauqua  County  re¬ 
ported  by  Terry  Mosher  and  a  total  of  400  redpolls  counted  on  a  field 
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trip  on  February  21st  in  the  Town  of  Porter  in  Niagara  County  by  Willie 
D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

k  k  k  k  k  k  k  k 

FEBRUARY  1587  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society. 


k  -  J 

ndicates  first 

record 

for  the  year. 

F  -  i 

ndicates  first 

record 

for  the  migration. 

L  -  i 

ndicates  last 

record 

f o  r  the  migration. 

(f)  -  i 

ndicates  record  from 

feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

Feb  rua  ry  Numbe  r 

Location 

Observers 

*Red-thr.  Loon 

24 

1 

Dunk  irk  Harbor 

Mos  he  r , S .  Clarke 

e  t  a  1 

Pied-billed  G  rebe  7 

7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher(BOS-LEBC) 

^Horned  Grebe 

4  F 

1 

F  rewsb  u  rg 

E 1 de  rk i n  s 

21  ,24 

1  ,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mos  he  r s 

G  reat  Blue  He  ron 

7 

1 

Rushford  Two. 

D&L  Burton 

12-26 

1 

Amity  Twp . 

D&L  Burton 

13 

1 

Dunk  irk  Ha  rbo  r 

Mosher 

21 

3 

G  rand  Island 

V  &  M  Barber 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

S  omme  r v i  1  1  e 

Mute  Swan 

19 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Bel  1 e  rby 

28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

S  omme  r v i  1  1 e 

Snow  Goose 

1 

3 

Fort  Eire,  Ont. 

An  d  r 1 e  , Watson 

D'Anna  e  t  a  1 

7 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

D ' Anna (BOS-LEBC) 

27, 2F 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme  r v i  1  1 e 

G  reen -w .  Teal 

2  4  F 

2 

F  rewsb  u  rg 

E  1  de  r  k  i  n  s 

28 

3 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Pintail 

21 

4 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

2  8  F 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D  '  Ann  a.,  Potter 

G  a  dw  a  1  1 

1  1 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Watson 

Arne  r i can  W i geon 

5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Watson 

R i n  g -ne  eke  d  Duck 

7 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher(BOS-LEBC) 

King  Eider 

1 

1 

N i ag . -on  -  the- Lake 

Andrle,Watson  et 

1  -28 

1 

N i ag . -on -the- Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb y 

White -w.  Scoter 

1,3 

5,13 

Ni ag.-on-the-Lake 

Bel  1  e  r b  y 

14,21 

9,10 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna  e  t  a  1 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

21 

1 

Four  Mile  Crk.  SP 

D'Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

February 

Number 

Location 

0b s  e  rve  r s 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

Niagara  Twp .  ,  On  t . 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

1,6,19 

1 

N i ag . -on- the- Lake 

Bel  1  e  rb y 

Northern  Harrier 

5 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Mosher 

1  i* 

1 

Iroquois  NW  R 

Watson 

1  k 

3 

Porter  Twp . 

D  1  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

Sharp-sh.  H  awk 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp.  , 

Watson  et  al 

1,7 

1,1 

A  1  den 

W  o  1  f  1  i  n  g 

6,15 

1 

De  pew 

W&M  Barber 

10 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp .  (f ) 

Moshers 

18 

1 

Amity  Twp . 

D&L  Burton 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

1 

Porter  Twp . 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

2 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

8-10 

1 

Da  r i en  (f ) 

Harper 

19 

1 

Lancaster 

W&M  Barber 

21 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Harper 

27 

1 

Lancaster 

Wo  1 f 1  i n  g 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

5  reports 

throughout  the  region 

Feb.  5-23. 

*K i  1  1  dee  r 

2  8  F 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Mos  he r 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson  et  al 

16,17 

1,6 

Niagara  Fa  1  1  s  ,  On  t  . 

Axte 1  1 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Queen  s  ton  ,  On  t  . 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

10 

15 

N  i  ag . -on- the- Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb y 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

1 

1  600 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bel  1 e  rb  y 

Maximum  count  for  the  Month. 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

1 

1 

LaSalle  Park,Bflo. 

Watson  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

Queen  s  ton  ,  Ont. 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

1 

1 

N i ag . -on  -  the- Lake 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

1 

1 

LaSalle  Park,Bflo. 

Watson  et  al 

1 

3 

Queens  ton,  Ont. 

Bel  1 e  rby 

17 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Bel  1 e  r b  y 

Snowy  Owl 

1  -28 

1 

Bennington  Twp. 

Harper 

26,27 

1 

S  t i  1  1 w a  te  r 

E 1 de  r k i n  s 

Lon  g -e  a  re  d  Owl 

22 

3 

Humberstone  Twp. Ont 

.  Fa  rn  an ( B  OS ) 

Shor t-ea  red  Owl 

12,13 

1  ,1 

A  1  den 

W  o  1  f  1  i  n  g 

1  *4 

2 

1  roq  uo i s  NW  R 

Watson 

16 

6 

Darien  Twp  . 

Harper 

22 

19 

Niag. Peninsula,  On t. 

Fa  rn  an  (B  OS  ) 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr 

1-28 

1 

A  1  de  n  ( f ) 

Wo  1  f 1  i n  g 

1  A 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

23 

1 

Barcelona  (  f ) 

Mosher, Chi lton 

27 

1 

Wales 

0  .  Ros  ch  e 

* Horned  Lark 

E.a.alpestris 

1  A 

3  A 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Tufted  Ti tmouse 

1  -28 

2-3 

Ami ty  Lake 

°  i  t  z  r i ck 

1  -28 

2 

A  1  den  (  f ) 

W  o  1  f  1  i  n  g 

7 

1 

Barcelona  (  f ) 

Mosher(B0S-LEBC 

19 

1 

Silver  C  reek 

S  .  Clarke 

27,28 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp .(f) 

Moshers 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1  ,16 

1  -28 

1 

Grand  Island 

Watson 

1 

Pomf  ret  Twp .  ( f ) 

Mos  h e  r s 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb  ru  a  ry 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

B  row n  Creeper 

7 

2 

Amity  Twp . 

P i t  z  r i ck 

7-14 

1 

Be  1 mon  t 

D&L  Burton 

14 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

16 

1 

Buckhorn  Isle.  SP 

Watson 

23 

1 

Barcelona 

Moshe  r  ,  Ch i  1  ton 

* Eastern  Bluebird 

20  F 

3 

A  1  den 

W  0  1  f  1  i  n  g 

21 

1 

A 1  den  Twp . 

Harper 

23 

2 

Jamestown 

E 1 de  r k i n  s 

-Hermit  Thrush 

1  4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Arne  r i can  Rob  i  n 

18 

213 

Rose  Hill  Rd .  , On  t . 

Ax  te  1  1 

Maximum  count  for  the  month. 

No  r the  rn  Sh  r i ke 

1 

1 

Youn  gs  town 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

5 

1 

Sheri  dan  Twp  . 

Moshe  r , Ben  ton 

9 

1 

A  1  den 

Wo  1  f 1  i n  g 

15 

1 

Curriers 

W&M  Barber 

*Ye 1  1 ow- r  .  Warbler 

5 

1 

Pomf  ret  Twp . 

Mosher 

21 

00 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Mosher 

Ru  fous -s  .  Towhee 

1  -28 

1 

Ton  awan  d  a  ( f ) 

Watson 

Wh i te- th  r  .  Spar  row 

1  -28 

45 

Rose  Hill  Rd .  , On  t . 

Ax  te  1  1 

Maximum  count  for  the  month. 

Snow  Bunting 

7 

repo  r ts 

throughout  the  region 

Feb.  6-25. 

Red-w  .  B 1 ackb i  rd 

7 

reports 

throughout  the  region 

Feb.  1-28. 

^Common  Grackle 

26  F 

1 

Whea  t  f i e  1  d  Twp .(f) 

Potter 

B rown  -h  .  Cowb  i  rd 

1 

1  20 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

1  -28 

1  -20 

Ton  awan  d  a  Twp .  ( f ) 

Hess 

14,24 

1,1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

21 

2 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Harper 

Purple  Finch 

7 

4 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshe  r (B0S-LEBC) 

8-28 

1-3 

Da  r i en ( f ) 

Harper 

13,25,28 

*1,1,3 

Amity  Lake 

Pi t  z  r i ck 

15 

10 

Amity  Twp . 

D&L  Burton 

28 

5 

Portland  Twp . 

Mosher 

Common  Re  d  po 1  1 

1 

220 

Stockton  Twp. 

Moshe  r s 

21 

400 

Porter  Twp. 

D' An na, Potter 

Maximum  counts-11  other  reports  throughout 

region  Feb. 1-28 

Pine  Siskin 

6 

2 

Be  1 mon  t 

D&L  Burton 

1  3 

2 

Da  r i en ( f ) 

Harper 

21 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

D 1  Ann  a , Po  tte  r 

2  1 

3 

Wi 1 son-Tusca rora  SP 

D 1  Ann  a , Pot  te  r 

Even i n  g  G  rosbeak 

1  -28 

2-12 

Amity  Lake  (f) 

P  i  t  z  r i ck 

1  -28 

15-30 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

1  -28 

10-20 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

7 

50 

Caneadea  Twp. 

D&L  Bu  rton 

15-28 

40-50 

Wales  (  f ) 

0 .  Ros  che 

Species,  subspecies  &  Hybrids  previously  recorded . 97 

Species,  subspecies  &  Hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  8 

Total  for  year . 1  0  5 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 


Ow  1  s 

February  22,  1987 

Cars  on  Vermont  Street,  cars  on  Busti  Avenue,  cars  at 
approach  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  cars  waiting  at  the  first  parking 
of  the  peach  Bridge  in 
no  wonder  the  Live  Eye 

Just  another  ordinary  Blayne  Farnum,  Drew  Campbell,  BOS,  and 
Canadian  winter  owl  trip. 


Canada,  and  cars  lined  up  on  Point  Abino 


the 

lot  south 
Road  - 


News  team  stopped  to  ask  "What's  Happening?" 


Merely  minutes  after  the  twenty-two  cars  left  the  last  rendez¬ 
vous,  they  stopped,  doors  popped,  and  birders  gawked  through  their  scopes 
at  a  Great  Horned  Owl  peering  intently  from  its  nest.  A  few  Horned  Larks 
were  heard  nearby. 

The  cars  were  reloaded  and  after  a  few  lefts  and  rights  on 
gravel  roads  and  muddy  paths,  named  for  the  Canadian  pioneers  who  still 
inhabit  this  countryside,  the  entourage  came  to  rest  beside  a  very  young 
Christmas  tree  plantation.  Looking  carefully,  one  could  see  the  holiday 
decorations  on  some  of  the  trees.  Short-eared  Owls  were  roosting,  flit¬ 
ting,  and  skimming  the  trees  in  the  near  distance;  at  least  8  As i o  f 1 am- 
me u s  seemed  happy  to  provide  great  views  for  everyone  to  study. 


An  apparent  diversionary  foray  into  a  frozen  swamp  investi¬ 
gating  Wood  duck  boxes  resulted  in  finding  one  occupied  box  -  no,  not  a 
nesting  Wood  duck  but  a  nesting  Eastern  Screech-Owl.  We  left  the  little 
creature  to  continue  its  chores  in  its  borrowed  quarters,  a  bit  ruffled 
but  un flustered. 

Blayne  led  his  anticipating  parade  to  a  roadside  farm  barn 
where,  in  a  hollow  branch-stump  on  the  side  of  a  gnarled  Apple  tree,  a 
sleepy  Eastern  Screech-Owl  appeared  to  be  wondering  about  all  the  atten¬ 
tion. 


The  next  stop  was  an  opportun 
liging  farmer's  lane  and  a  visit  to  his 
troops  were  posted  along  a  break  in  the 
servers  had  brief  glimpses  of  2  or  more 
from  perches  on  this  side  to  perches  on 


ty  for  a  short  walk  along  an  ob- 
conifer  woodlot.  Most  of  the 
woodlot  where  nearly  all  the  ob- 
Long-ea  red  Owls  as  the  owls  flew 
that  side. 


The  scene  changed  from  the  placid  rural  countryside  to  the 
frozen  desolation  of  a  small  city-center  park.  There  each  of  our  50  ow  1  - 
prowlers  had  the  opportunity  to  see  not  one  but  two  Eastern  Screech-Owls 
sitting  in  their  own  little  hidey-holes  matching  the  grey  of  the  bark  of 
the  tall  trees  but  being  distinguished  from  their  environment  by  their 
erect  ear-tufts  and  big  yellow  eyes. 

The  scene  changed  again  as  our  cars  lined  two  sides  of  a  large 
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Ow  1  s  -  con  t . 

field,  seemingly  winter  dormant.  As  we  watched,  10  Short-eared  Owls 
zoomed,  sailed,  fluttered  and  settled  -  more  is  better  -  our  eight 
Short-eareds  are  now  eighteen. 


The  day  was  waning  but  our  unerring  leaders  marched  on  to 
another  field  filled  with  more  surprises.  Short-eared  Owls  #19  and  #20 
were  spotted  along  with  2  Rough-legged  Hawks  (bringing  to  k  the  total 
for  the  day),  350  Snow  Buntings,  a  Northern  Harrier,  and  a  few  Horned 
Larks. 

Looking  back  on  this  great  day  of  ow 1 i n g ,  we  must  mention  a 
few  of  the  other  species  from  the  checklists  of  our  observers:  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbird,  Northern  Shrike,  Wh i te - t h ro a t e d  Sparrows,  American 
Tree  Sparrows,  American  Robins,  American  Kestrels,  25  Red-tailed  Hawks, 
and  7  White-tailed  Deer. 

Wavel  H.  Barber 

J*  JL  JL  .U  J-  JU  JL  .L 
/v  /\  /v 


July  26,  Sunday 


Augus  t  9 ,  Sunday 


Augus  t  23 ,  Sunday 


Sept.  5,  Saturday 


Sept.  11-13,  F  r l  .  - 

Sun. 


Sept .  1 8-20,  Fri  .  - 

Sun. 

Usual  1 y  these  trips 
further  information 
Committee  Chairman 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  by  the 
Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  or 
at  8:15  in  Ft.  Erie  in  1st  parking  lot  south  of  Peace 
Bridge. 

Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  shorebirds, 
Egrets  and  Eagles.  Meet  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Cayuga 
Pool  overlook  parking  lot.  Leader:  Willie  D 1  Anna 
(1-731 -^3^8)  . 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  See  July  26th  trip 
for  details. 

Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center.  A  one-half  day  trip  start¬ 
ing  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Center's  parking  lot. 

Hawk  Cliff  weekend.  This  site  is  south  of  St.  Thomas, 
Ont.  150  mi.  from  Buffalo.  There  is  the  Dossibility 
of  excellent  hawk  flights  plus  shorebirds  on  nearby 
lagoons.  Call  Bill  Burch  for  details  on  accommoda¬ 
tions.  (773-3690)  . 


Federation 

of  New 

York  State 

B  i  rd 

Clubs 

annual 

mee  t - 

i n g  in  New 

York  C i 

ty. 

take  most  of  a  day 

so  a  lunch 

should  be  b 

ro  u  g  h  t 

.  For 

about  field 

trips. 

contact  W i 1 

1  i  am 

Burch , 

Field 

Trips 

(773-3630) , 

Grand  Is 

land,  N . Y . 
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MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except 
ing  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's 
clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


Sept.  5 

Members'  Birding  Experiences.  Share  your  recent 
birding  activities  with  fellow  BOS  members  -  bring 
your  slides  and  also  enjoy  the  adventures  of  others. 

Sept.  25  (Friday) 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  1000th  Meeting. 

Join  us  for  this  very  special  event  -  a  fine  meal 
followed  by  an  interesting  presentation  by  Dr.  Harold 
Mahan,  President  of  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute 
of  Natural  History,  speaking  on  Bird  Behavior.  This 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Samual's  Grande  Manor,  8750 
Main  St.,  Clarence,  N.Y.  Reservations  required. 

«  Vc ik  ;V 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  856-1271. 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  856-5200  to  report  your  bird  sight¬ 


ings  to  be  included 

on  Dial— a  —  Bi  rd.) 

JL  4.  JL  JL  JL  JL  JL 
/%  /\  /\  /\  /> 

Please  mail  records 

for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 

following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  William  D 1  An n a  ,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  1  A  3  0 


JL  J-  *L  J-  JL  J-  «L  JL 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Notify  the  Treasurer:  William  Townsend 

3 1  B  renon  Road 

N.  Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14120 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 
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THE  MONTH 


March  began  on  a  dismal  note.  Heavy  rain  on  March  1st  caused 
local  flooding  in  the  south  towns  of  Erie  County  followed  by  a  sharp  drop 
in  temperature  with  high  winds  and  snow  squalls  on  the  2nd  and  3rd.  The 
wintry  conditions  were  short-lived,  however,  and  by  the  weekend  of  March 
oth-dth  above  average  temperatures  and  sunny  weather  gave  impetus  to  the 
first  significant  influx  of  early  spring  migrants  with  flocks  of  Red¬ 
winged  Blackoirds  and  grackles  in  their  hundreds  and  lesser  numbers  of 
Killdeer  and  robins  reported  in  all  sections  of  our  study  area.  On  the 
6th,  the  first  significant  flight  of  swans  and  geese  were  reported  with 
61  Tundra  Swans  passing  over  the  hawk  lookout  on  Forsythe  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Ripley  in  Chautauqua  County  and  75  Canada  Geese  over  Amity  Lake 
in  Allegany  County  on  that  date.  On  the  following  day,  flocks  of  geese 
were  seen  and  heard  everywhere  and  by  March  15th,  an  estimated  10,000 
Canada  Geese  were  resting  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
Genesee  and  Orleans  counties.  Winter  weather  returned  briefly  on  the 
3th  and  10th  but  was  followed  by  mild,  mostly  sunny  weather  with  little 
precipitation  until  March  30th  when  an  intermittent  all  day  rain  changed 
to  snow  overnignt  with  a  record  snowfall  of  7.9  inches  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport  on  the  31st.  The  averaqe  temperature  mea¬ 
sured  3.6  inches,  .69  inches  above  average.  Snowfall  in  March  totaled 
only  10.3  inches,  mostly  in  accumulations  on  the  2nd  and  31st,  .8  inches 
Delow  normal  for  the  period.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  ornithological  event  of  the  month  was  the  discovery  of  an 
adult  Varied  Thrush,  a  rare  vagrant  from  the  far  western  part  of  the 
continent.  The  thrush  was  reported  on  the  13th  at  a  feeder  in  a  yard 
behind  a  residence  on  the  Old  Glenwood  Road  in  the  Town  of  Aurora  where 
the  resident  recalled  that  it  had  been  present  since  March  6th.  This 
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unmistakable  til  rush  with  its  rich  orange-rusty  underparts,  contrasting 
with  its  blue-gray  crown  and  back,  was  seen  by  many  observers.  The  diag¬ 
nostic  orange  wing-bars  and  eye-stripe  and  black  breast  band  were  clearly 
visible.  It  was  last  seen  on  March  22nd. 

Other  records  of  interest  in  March  include  the  only  Red-necked 
Grebe  reported,  an  adult  in  breeding  plumage  seen  by  Willie  D'Anna  on  the 
26  th  on  Lake  Ontario  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County.  For  the  se¬ 
cond  consecutive  year,  a  very  early  Great  Egret  was  seen  at  the  Cayuga 
Pool  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  March.  On  March  16th, 

Olga  Rosche  counted  a  flock  of  64  Snow  Geese  flying  over  the  Town  of  Wales. 
On  the  30th,  an  unconfirmed  report  of  a  female  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  the  sew¬ 
age  lagoons  at  Smithville  in  West  Lincoln  Township,  Ontario,  was  received 
at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Gordon  Bellerby  reported  that  the  cele¬ 
brated  adult  male  King  Eider  which  wintered  at  N i a ga ra-on - the- Lake  de¬ 
parted  for  parts  unknown  on  March  15th. 

The  first  migrant  Turkey  Vulture  of  the  spring  passed  over  the 
hawk  lookout  at  the  Beamer  Point  Conservation  Area  on  the  Niagara  Es¬ 
carpment  in  the  Town  of  Grimsby,  Ontario  on  March  14th,  ten  days  after 
the  first  Re d - s h ou 1 de re d  Hawk  of  the  migration  made  its  appearance  there. 
Only  one  Bald  Eagle,  an  adult  bird,  was  seen  at  Grimsby  during  the  month, 
on  the  23th  but  at  least  three  adult  and  two  immature  Bald  Eagles  thrilled 
observers  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  during  the  month  of 
March.  Two  of  the  adult  Bald  Eagles  were  seen  at  the  nest  in  the  Basswood 
tree  in  the  woods  behind  the  Refuge  Headquarters  on  Casey  Road;  they  are 
presumed  to  be  the  historic  pair  that  constructed  the  nest  in  1 9  8  5  and 
successfully  raised  two  young  birds  there  in  19  86.  (See  P  rothonota  ry  . 
vol.  52:6,  pg.  68).  On  March  21st,  members  of  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club, 
on  a  field  trip  to  the  Burgeson  Sanctuary  in  the  Town  of  Kiantone  in 
Chautauqua  County,  saw  an  adult  Bald  Eagle.  The  excellent  coverage  of 
the  raptor  migration  within  the  confines  of  our  study  area  in  March  was 
due  in  no  small  part  to  those  dedicated  observers  who  spent  long  hours  at 
locations  which  experience  has  proven  to  be  most  productive:  Fran  Rew 

and  Lois  Buck  on  Forsythe  Road  near  the  State  Thruway  in  the  Town  of 
Ripley;  Bob  An d r 1 e  and  a  host  of  others  at  the  Pinehurst  location  on  the 
Old  Lake  Shore  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  and,  this  spring,  Barbara 
McDonald  at  the  Lakeside  Cemetery  on  N.Y.  Route  #75  in  the  Town  of  Ham- 
Durg.  Ms.  McDonald  was  rewarded  for  her  labors  on  the  weekend  of  March 
6tn-8th  with  an  excellent  passage  of  Red-tailed,  Re d - s h o u 1 de re d  and 
Rough-legged  hawks  and  the  added  bonus  on  the  8th  of  an  early  adult 
Peregrine  Falcon  passing  directly  over  the  lookout  only  a  few  hundred 
feet  above  the  observer. 

Finally,  Harold  Ax  tell  observed  a  late  Snowy  Owl  at  Fort  Erie 
on  March  25th.  On  March  9th,  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck  identified  12 
Horned  Larks  of  the  'northern'  race,  E.  a  1 pe  s  t  r i s  a  1  pe  s  t  r i s  ,  in  a  flock 
of  200  larks  on  Farel  Road  in  the  Town  of  pomf  ret  in  Chautauqua  County 
where  they  were  also  treated  to  the  sight  of  25  Lapland  Longspurs  res¬ 
plendent  in  breeding  plumage. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave . ,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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MARCH  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Under] i ned  common 

names,  dates  or  localities  in 

dicate  that  an 

acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 

to  Birds  of  Western 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S 

.  1984)  has  be 

received  and  placed 
Society. 

in  the 

pe  rmanen  t 

files  of  the  Buffalo 

Orni thologi ca 

*  -  i  n  d  i 

cates  f i 

rst  record 

for  the  year. 

F  -  indicates  fi 

rs  t  record 

for  the  migration. 

L  -  indicates  last  record 

for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  indi 

cates  record  f  rom 

feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

L oca  t i on 

Ob  se  rve  rs 

Pied-billed  G  rebe 

26F 

1 

Ripley  Twp  . 

Rew ,  Buck 

26F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

P  i  t  z  r i ck 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

Horned  Grebe 

26  F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi t  z  r i ck 

26F 

1  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

27 

1 

Darien  Lake  SP 

Harper 

*Red-necked  Grebe 

22  F 

1 

Yates  Tw p .  ,  L . On  t  . 

D  1  An  n  a 

Great  Blue  Heron 

8 

13 

Iroquois  NWR 

End  res  e  t  al 

* Tundra  Swan 

6  F 

61 

ove  r  Ripley  Twp . 

Rew  ,  B  u  ck 

7 

60 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

7 

35 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

7 

2 

over  Silver  Creek 

S .  Clarke 

Mute  Swan 

21 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

8  F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D ' Ann  a  ,  pot  te  r 

13,24 

1  ,  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

1  b 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

1  8 

2 

Corfu 

Haroer 

20 

1 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Chi  1 t  on 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

28 

1 

S  ome  rs  e  t  Twp . 

Chi  1  ton 

29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

BOS  (Hapo) 

Canada  Goose 

6  F 

12 

over  Silver  C  reek 

S  .  Clarke 

*Wood  Duck 

8  F 

1 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e 

22 

1 

1  roq  uo i s  NWR 

Ax  te  1  1 

Green-w.  Teal 

21 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Arne  r .  Black  Duck 

7F 

1  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

Northern  Pintail 

8 

8 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e 

8 

70 

Iroquois  NWR 

D1 An na, Potter 

*B  1  ue-w.  Teal 

9  F 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

DSL  Burton 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Ax  te  1  1 

22 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

’'Northern  Shoveler 

20  F 

b 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

22 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Haroer 

G  a  dwa  1  1 

1  8  F 

b 

Dun  k i  rk 

Mosher 

2  1 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

V*/  a  t  s  0  n 

Arne  r i can  W i geon 

8f 

1 

Clarence  Twp . 

D 1  Anna,  Potter 

9 

b 

Cuba  Lake 

DSL  Burton 

“33 
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Name  of  bird 

Ma  r  ch 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ring-necked  Duck 

8  F 

20 

Clarence  Tw  p  . 

D1 Anna,  Potter 

9 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

DSL  Burton 

Lesser  Scaup 

2  1  F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

King  Eider 

1-15 

1 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bel  1  e  r b  y 

8 

1 

N i ag . -on  -  the- Lake 

Watson 

0  1 d  s  q  u  a w 

26  F 

10 

Ami ty  Lake 

P i t  z  r i ck 

26  F 

5 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher, Chilton 

26  F 

5 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Mos  he  r  ,  Ch  i  1  ton 

26  F 

1 

Darien  Lake  SP 

Harper 

Wh  i  te-w  .  Scoter 

8 

1 

Niag.-on-the- Lake 

Watson 

22 

45 

Yates  Twp .  ,  L . On  t  . 

D 1  An  n  a 

Hooded  Merganser 

8 

1 

P i neh  u  rs  t 

An  d  r  1  e 

1  4 

1 

1  r oq  u  o i s  NW  R 

Watson 

* Turkey  Vulture 

1  5  F 

2 

Iroquois  NW  R 

Harper 

18 

1 

B  u  s  t  i 

E  1  de  r k i n  s 

bald  Eagle 

1  1  F 

1  ( a  d  u  1  t ) 

Iroquois  NW  R 

E  n  d  re  s 

13-30 

1-5 

Iroquois  NW  R 

Many  obse rve  rs 

(At  least 

3  ad  . 

and  2  i mm 

.  involved  in  these  s 

i gh  t i n  g s  .  ) 

21 

1  (  a  d  u  1  t ) 

Burgeson  WR 

S  .  C 1  a  rke  ,  Ne veu 

e  t  a  1 

24 

2 

Allegany  SP 

E  1  de  r k i n  s 

(1  adult. 

1  immature) 

Northern  Harrier 

8 

reports  throughout  the  region  March 

6-29  . 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

2 

1 

Silver  Creek 

N  e  ve  u 

7 

9 

8,23 

M,2 

P i neh  u  rs  t 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

8 

5 

Hamburg 

Me  Don  a  1  d 

29 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

Cooper's  H awk 

8 

2 

Hamburg 

McDon  a  1 d 

10 

1 

Fort  Erie,  On  t  . 

Ax  t  e 1  1 

22 

1 

West  Falls 

Chi  1 t  on 

22 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res 

.  Axte 1  1 

29 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

*  Red-should.  Hawk 

7  F 

5 

Hamburg 

McDon  a  1 d 

7  F 

9 

8,24 

4,52,11 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

20 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Chi  1 t  on 

Re  d - t  a i  1 e  d  Hawk 

7,8 

33,74 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

7,8 

101,132 

H  amb  u r g 

M  c  D  o  n  a  1  d 

(Maximum  counts  for  the  month.) 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

7,8 

1  ,21 

Hamburg 

McDonald 

1  4 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Watson 

18 

1 

S  tock  ton  Twp . 

M  o  s  h  e  r  s 

^Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

1 

Hamburg 

McDon  a  1 d 

Ame  rican  Coot 

2  2  F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

K i  1  1  dee  r 

2 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

*Greater  Yellowlegs 

29  F 

3 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

-Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2  9  F 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

* Pectoral  Sandpiper 

29  F 

6 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

*  Common  Snipe 

1  2F 

1 

Amhe  rs  t 

An  d  r 1 e 

25 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew , B  u  ck 

25 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D 1  An  n  a 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Lo c a  t i on 

Observers 

*Ameri can  Woodcock 

8  F-2  8 

) 

2-1  1 

Amity  Twp . &  Lake 

Pi  t  z  r i ck 

13 

1 

Iroquois  N  W  R 

E  n  d  re  s 

Little  Gull 

1 

2 

N i ag . -on- the- Lake 

D  1  Anna  (BOS  ) 

Iceland  Gull 

15 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Ax  te  1  1 

21 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

6 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Hess 

5,13 

1,1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

An  d  r  1  e 

8 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo 

.  Watson 

21 

1  1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Snowy  Ow 1 

4 

1 

J  ame  s  town 

E  1  de  r k i n  s 

25 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Ax  te  1  1 

Lon  g -e  a  re  d  Owl 

15,22 

3 

Some  rs  e  t  Twp . 

D1 An na, Potter 

Snort-eared  Owl 

5,6 

1-3 

Dari  en 

Harpe  r 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

7,31 

1  ,  1 

Wales ( f ) 

0  .  Ros  ch e 

22 

1 

Ton  aw  an  d  a  1 n  d . Res  . 

Ax  te  1  1 

* Eastern  Phoebe 

2  4  F 

1 

P i n  eh  u  rs  t 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

25 

3 

Pomf  re  t  Twp. 

Moshe  rs 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

horned  Lark 

E.  a.  alpestris 

3 

8 

Pomf  ret  Twp . 

Rew  ,  Buck 

*T ree  Swallow 

21 F- 30 

1-3 

Ami ty  Lake 

Pi t  z  r i ck 

24 

2 

Ripley  Twp  . 

Moshers  et  al 

24 

1 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

24 

1  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

E  n  d  re  s 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-3 

1 

Pomf ret  Twp.(f) 

Moshe  r s 

1-31 

1  -2 

Amity  Lake 

P i t  z  r i ck 

*t,7 

1 

Silver  Creek(f) 

N  e  ve  u 

17,18 

1 

Darien  (  f ) 

Harper 

22 

1 

Ton  awan  d  a  1  n  d . Res . 

Ax  t  e  1  1 

23 

1 

Pinehurst 

An  d  r  1  e  e  t  a  1 

Red-or.  Nuthatch 

1-31 

1 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Moshe  rs 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

1 

Wales 

0  .  Ros  ch e 

8 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

1  1  -23 

1-7 

Amity  Twp . 

D  i  t  z  r i ck 

Carolina  Wren 

23 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r 1 e 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7  repo  r  ts 

from  east 

and  south  of  Buffalo  March  1  3  —  3 0 . 

^Varied  Thrush 

14,22 

1 

Aurora  Twp. 

Chilton  e  t  a  1 

15 

1 

Aurora  Twp . 

Andrle, Brock 

13 

1 

Aurora  Twp  . 

W  S  M  Barber 

21 

1 

Aurora  Twp . 

D  1  An  n  a  e  t  a  1 

N .  Mockingbird 

27,30 

1 

S  t  i  1  1  wa  te  r 

E 1 de  rki ns 

*  W  a  t  e  r  Pipit 

25  F 

o 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  ,  B  u  ck 

23 

3 

C  1  a  ren ce  Twp . 

BOS  (Happ ) 

Northern  Shrike 

22 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Harper 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

15 

1 

S  ome  r s  e  t  Twp . 

D' Anna, potter 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1-31 

1 

Tonawanda(f) 

Watson 

*  F  i  e  1  d  S  p  a  r  r  ow 

2  3  F  ,  2  7 

1  ,  1 

Amity  Twp. 

°  i  t  z  r i ck 

28 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

28-31 

1 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

* Vesper  Sparrow 

23  F 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

* Savannah  Sparrow 

3  1  F 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Obse  rve  rs 

*  Fox  Sparrow 

31  F 

1 

Pomf  ret  Twp .(f) 

Moshers 

31  F 

1 

Eden 

An  d  r  1  e 

31  F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd .  ,  On  t . 

Ax  te  1  1 

3  1  F 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

0  .  Ros  ch  e 

31  F 

1 

D  a  r  i  e  n  (  f ) 

Harper 

Wnite-thr.  Spar  row 

3 

18 

Ton  aw  an  d  a 

Watson 

(Maxi  mum 

count  for  the  month.) 

*  Lapland  Longspur 

9 

25 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Rew , B  u  ck 

Snow  Bunting 

6,8 

75 

,2000 

S  he  1  don 

0.  Rosche 

E  .  Me  a  dow  1  a  rk 

8  F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna, Potter 

20 

1 

K  i  an  t  on  e 

E 1 de  rk i n  s 

22 

1 

1  roq  uo  i  s  NW  R 

Harper 

*  Rusty  Blackbird 

22  F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp . 

Watson 

26 

10 

Pomf  re  t  Twp . 

Mosher 

Common  Grackle 

4 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

6-18 

1-6 

Amity  Twp . 

D i t  z  r i ck 

12-31 

1-5 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

1  4-31 

2-4 

Wa 1 es (f ) 

0 .  Rosche 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NW  R 

BOS (Happ) 

30 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Common  Redpo 1 1 

12  reports 

throughout  the  region  March 

1-31  . 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

1-3 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

3.14 

2,1 

Belmont 

DSL  Burton 

6 

.9.13 

3,1,1 

Amity  Lake ( f ) 

P i t  z  r i ck 

10 

15 

Buffalo 

RSE  Hull 

15-18 

1  -2 

Wales ( f ) 

0 .  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

1  -29 

Amity  Lake 

P i t  z  r i ck 

1-31 

30-70 

Wa  1  e  s ( f ) 

0 .  Rosche 

1-3  1 

12-24 

Bel mon  t 

DsL  Bu  rton 

1-31 

10-25 

Darien  (  f ) 

Harper 

25 

22 

P om f  re  t  (  f ) 

Mosher 

Species,  subspecies 

S  n  y  b  r  i 

ds 

p  r  e  v  i 

ous 1 y  re  co  rde  d . 

. 105 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hy b  r i 

ds 

recorded  this  issue . 

.  23 

Total  for  year . 

. 128 

JU  Jo  Jo  Jo  Jo  Jo  Jo  J- 
/>  /\  /\  4 \  4\  4\  4\  4\ 


ORGAN  I Z AT  I ONAL  ACTl VI Tl ES 


Report  on  the  BOS  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge  Trio 

March  29,  1987 

It  was  a  Bluebird  Day  (which  even  included  a  bluebird).  A 
large  proportion  of  conversation  was  spent  on  how  uncharacteristic  the 
weather  was  for  March  in  western  New  York,  No  one  was  complaining,  save 
those  who  wore  long  johns  and  found  the  temperatures  in  the  seventies  to 
be  a  little  uncomfortable. 
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V o 1  .  53,  Mo*  k  "Organizational  Activities" 

Keport  on  BOS  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge  Trip,  cont. 

Three  Water  Pipits  among  the  Horned  Larks  at  the  Clarence 
Sod  Farm  started  us  off  on  a  day  which  produced  5k  species. 

At  stops  along  Ditch  Road  Harold  Axtell  entertained  us  with 
the  identification  of  singing  frogs  (Leopard,  Chorus,  and  Spring  peepers) 
as  well  as  a  swarm  of  Garter  snakes  and  the  earliest  spring  wildflower  to 
blossom  (Silver  Maple).  Our  minds  quickly  returned  to  avifauna  with  the 
sighting  of  a  single  Snow  Goose  (white  morph)  in  a  skein  of  Canadas  fly¬ 
ing  overhead. 

A  pond  on  the  west  side  of  Salt  Works  Road  (0.8  mi.  north  of 
Hwy  77)  had  about  forty  Ring-necked  ducks,  a  Tree  Swallow,  Pied-billed 
Grebe  and  an  American  Coot,  with  Turkey  vultures  and  geese  flying  over¬ 
head  and  Purple  finches  singing  in  nearby  trees;  robins  were  ubiquitous. 

At  the  headquarters  building  on  Casey  Road  patience  provided 
most  of  us  with  a  look  at  one  of  the  adult  Bald  Eagles  on  its  nest.  The 
other  eagle  was  seen  from  Ring-neck  overlook  as  it  soared  high  in  the 
sky  with  slow  powerful  wing  beats. 

Three  Tundra  Swans  flew  out  from  Stafford's  Pond  along  with 
geese  and  a  variety  of  ducks.  They  landed  in  Windmill  Marsh  and  for 
those  of  us  who  decided  to  walk  into  the  marsh  the  rewards  were  Rusty 
Blackbirds  singing,  Ruddy  ducks  (5)  and  both  Blue  and  Green-winged  Teal. 

A  truly  splendid  day;  a  sunburn  was  had  by  alii 

By:  Doug  Happ 


5k  Species  Seen  on  Field  Trip  to  Alabama  Swamps 


Leaders:  Doug  Happ  and  Harold  Axtell 


Pied-billed  G  rebe 
G  r .  Blue  Heron 
Tundra  Swan 
Snow  Goose 
Can  ada  Goose 
Wood  Duck 
Green -wing.  Teal 
Arne  r.  Black  Duck 
Mai  lard 

Northern  Pintail 
Blue-wing.  Teal 
Northern  Shove ler 
Gadwa 1 1 
A  me  r  .  W  i  ge  on 
Ring-neck.  Duck 
Greater  Scaup 
Common  Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 


Hood.  Merganser 
Com.  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Turkey  Vulture 
Bald  Eagle 
N  .  Harrier 
Re  d  -  t  a  i  1  H  awk 
Arne  r  .  Ke  s  t  re  1 
Ring-neck.  Pheasant 
Arne  r .  Coot 
K i  1  1  dee  r 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Rock  Dove 
Mou  rn i n  g  Dove 
Red-bellied  W  d  p  k  r . 
Downy  Woodpecker 
N .  F 1 i eke  r 
Eastern  Phoebe 


Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 
Arne  r i c  an  Crow 
Black-capped  Chickadee 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
B  rown  C  reepe r 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Arne  r .  Robin 
Water  Pipit 
European  Starling 
N .  Cardinal 
Song  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  J  un  co 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  G  r a  ck 1 e 
Purple  Finch 
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Vol.  53,  No.  4  "Membership  News" 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Congratulations  to  the  following  new  Active  Members: 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 
David  Suggs 
W i  1  1  i am  Wa  ts  on 

Welcome  to  new  Associate  Member: 

Thomas  Atkinson 
11420  East  Main  Street 

East  Aurora,  New  York  14052  Tel.  652-3793 

Please  note  the  following  address  change: 

David  Junkin 
3071  Pee  Dee  Road 

Bliss,  New  York  1 4024  Tel.  322-9062 

Wayne  K.  Gall,  Administrator  of  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve, 
has  been  awarded  a  Graduate  Research  As s i s t a n t s h i p  at  the  University  of 
Toronto.  He  will  begin  a  program  of  study  in  the  field  of  entomology 
leading  to  a  Ph.D.  degree,  specializing  in  the  systematics  of  aquatic 
insects.  Much  good  luck  and  success! 

J„  JU  J„  J„ 

/\  /\  /\  /v 


FIELD  TRI PS 


Sep  t  .  2p-27 

Octooer  11 
October  18 

October  25 
November  22 


De  cembe  r  6 


Cape  May  Autumn  Weekend,  sponsored  by  NJ  Audubon  Society. 
Registration  must  be  in  by  September  10.  For  details 
call  Bill  Burch. 

Sunday.  October  BOS  Bird  Count 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at 
8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Trans i town  Plaza.  ( S  E  corner  of 
Main  &  Transit).  Leader:  Dick  Christensen,  632-7762. 

Sunday.  Set  clocks  back  1  hour. 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint 
trip  with  Rochester  G0S.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at 
9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Leaders:  Bob  An d r 1 e  (896-5200)  and  Bob  Spahn  ( 1 -67 1 “5690) 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  a.m.  or  on  Canadian  side 
at  8:15  in  first  parking  lot  upstream  of  the  Bridge. 
Leader:  Bob  Brock  (876-5862) 
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V o 1  .  5  3,  No.  k  "Field  Trips"  cont. 


December  20  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island. 

For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781) 

December  26  Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Chest¬ 

nut  Ridge  Park.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler, 

Bill  Burch  (773-3690) 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For 
further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch,  Field  Trips 
Committee  Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 


MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except¬ 
ing  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's 
clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

Sept.  9  Members'  Birding  Experiences.  Share  your  recent  b i  r d - 

ing  activities  with  fellow  BOS  members  -  bring  your 
slides  and  also  enjoy  the  adventures  of  others. 

Sept.  25  Friday.  Buffalo  0 rn i  t h o 1 o g i c a  1  Society's  1000th  Meeting. 

Join  us  for  this  very  special  event  -  a  fine  meal  followed 

by  an  interesting  presentation  by  Dr.  Harold  Mahan, 
President  of  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute  of  Natural 
History,  speaking  on  Bird  Behavior.  This  meeting  will 
be  held  at  Samual's  Grande  Manor,  87 50  Main  St.,  Clarence, 
N.Y.  Reservations  required. 


JL  JL 

/s  /%  /\  /v 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271. 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sight¬ 

ings  to  be  included  on  D i a  1  -  a  -  6 i  r d . ) 

JL  J-  JL  JL  «.L  JL  J-  JL 
/\  /s  /\  /*  /\  /\ 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  1430  4 

J*  JL  JL  JL  -L  JL  JL  J- 

/\  /\  /\  /\  A  /V  /\  /\ 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  William  Townsend 

31  Brenon  Road 
N.  Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14120 
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BACK  ISSUES:  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  Assistance  in  the  production  of  this  issue  of 

The  P  rothono t  a  ry  was  provided  by  the  following 
peop 1 e : 
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THE  MONTH 


Although  April  was  the  fourth  warmest  month  for  this  period 
in  the  annals  of  Buffalo  meteorological  record  keeping,  it  was  not 
particularly  noteworthy  for  bird  migration.  The  unseasonable  snowstorm 
on  March  31st  brought  cool  temperatures  in  its  wake  with  light  snow, 
the  last  of  the  season,  falling  on  April  2nd  and  4th.  This  dramatic 
change  in  the  weather  arrested  the  migratory  flow  of  late  March  and 
in  the  Southern  Tier  counties,  Killdeer,  flickers  and  flocks  of  robins, 
redwings  and  other  icterids  and  a  variety  of  finches  including  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  reported  congregating  along  plowed  roads.  The  weather 
became  considerably  milder  thereafter  with  above  average  temperatures 
from  April  6th  through  the  23rd;  a  record  high  reading  of  84° (F)  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  20th  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.  This 
warm  (and  wet)  weather  was  conducive  to  vegetation  growth  and  Vivian 
Pitzrick  writes  that  spring  foliage  in  Allegany  County  was  ten  days 
ahead  of  average  calendar  dates.  More  seasonable  weather  returned 
on  the  24th  and  the  month  ended  on  a  cool  note.  The  average  tempera¬ 
ture  for  April  was  50.0°(F)  at  Buffalo,  4.6°  above  the  norm  for  the 
period;  precipitation  measured  3.40  inches,  0.34  inches  above  average. 
(Meteorological  conditions  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport . ) 


On  April  6th,  Arthur  Clark  was  contacted  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  by  an  employee  of  the  New  York  Telephone  Company 
who  informed  him  that  on  that  date,  workmen  on  the  roof  of  the  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  Building  at  Swan  and  Franklin  Streets  in  downtown  Buffalo 
were  attacked  by  a  large  hawk  which  the  caller  identified  as  a  Pere¬ 
grine  Falcon.  The  bird  evoked  a  sense  of  deja  vu  as  it  was  roosting 
in  an  alcove  under  the  roof  overhang  of  the  Dun  Building  directly 
across  Swan  Street,  the  site  of  the  roost  of  the  adult  female  Peregrine 
Falcon  which  thrilled  office  workers  and  others  in  that  vicinity  for 
five  weeks  in  late  September  and  October,  1986.  (See  Prot hono t ary , 
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vol.  52:8,  1986).  News  of  the  presence  of  the  falcon  in  April  brought 
Mary..  Ellen  Foley,  the  coordinator  of  the  1986  release  program  at  Brock 
Uniyepsity ,  to  Buffalo  where  she  was  able  to  view  the  bird  at  compar¬ 
atively  close  range  from  the  windows  of  a  law  office  on  Franklin  Street 
directly  across  from  the  Dun  Building  roosting  site.  Ms.  Foley  is 

of  the  opinion  that  this  bird  is  one  of  two  male  Peregrines  hacked 

at  St.  Catherines  last  year  where  it  was  identified  by  the  local  code 
name1 'William  Hamilton  Merritt'.  Since  no  one  to  this  writer's  know¬ 
ledge  has  been  able  to  decipher  the  numbers  on  the  band  on  this  fal¬ 
con's  leg,  this  tantalizing  conjecture  remains  just  that. 

The  passage  of  raptors,  the  high  point  of  the  migration 

in  April  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  was  less  than  spectacular  this  year. 
Indeed,  maximum  numbers  of  hawks  tallied  by  observers  at  the  lookout 
at  Beamer  Point  Conservation  Area  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby, 
Ontario  reflected  fewer  birds  than  average  for  most  species.  The 
more  casual  raptor  count  made  by  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck  on  far 

fewer  days  in  April  at  the  Forsythe  Road  lookout  in  the  Town  of  Ripley 
in  Chautauqua  County  told  much  the  same  story.  The  flight  was  not 
without  its  exciting  moments,  however  and  on  April  10th  a  record  total 
for  our  study  area  of  611  Turkey  Vultures  passed  over  the  Ripley, 
N.  Y.  lookout  between  8:00  a.m.  and  5:00  p.m.  with  a  maximum  count 
of  204  vultures  between  1:00  and  2:00  p.m.  on  that  date.  By  compari¬ 
son,  only  181  vultures  were  seen  at  Grimsby  on  the  10th  while  their 
maximum  count  for  the  month,  345  birds,  was  made  the  following  day. 
Walter  Klabunde ,  the  doyen  of  migratory  raptor  movement  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  opines  that  these  two  lookouts  are  recording  two  essentially 
distinct  flights  of  migrants,  the  hawks  tallied  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  turning  eastward  to  fly  over  Western  New  York  to  Brad- 
dock's  Bay  on  Lake  Ontario  where  the  bulk  of  the  spring  passage  of 
these  birds  in  this  region  can  be  seen.  Thus,  while  local  observers 
pondered  the  low  numbers  they  were  tallying,  a  record  110,000  hawks 
passed  over  theBraddock ' s  Bay  lookout  in  April!  The  first  Broad-winged 
Hawks  of  the  migration  made  their  appearance  on  southwesterly  winds 
on  April  14th  at  both  Ripley,  N.Y.  (12  birds)  and  Grimsby,  Ontario 
(two  birds).  Maximum  counts  of  338  and  341  Broad-wings  were  made 
at  Grimsby,  tacking  against  northeast  winds,  on  April  25th  and  26th; 

there  was  no  large  Broad-wing  flight  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake 

Erie  this  month.  Only  one  Golden  Eagle  was  seen  on  the  Niagara  Fron¬ 
tier  this  month,  at  the  Grimsby  lookout  on  the  12th.  However,  while 
only  one  Merlin  was  seen  in  migration  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
in  April,  six  were  tallied  at  Grimsby,  above  average  for  the  species, 
including  two  birds  on  the  20th. 

Among  other  records  of  interest  in  April  was  an  adult  Red- 
throated  Loon  in  changing  plumage  recovered  in  an  exhausted  condition 
in  a  field  in  the  village  of  Allegany  in  Cattaraugus  County  by  David 
Dietz  and  his  family  on  the  10th.  Identification  was  confirmed  by 
Dr.  Stephen  Eaton,  also  a  resident  of  that  community,  who  released 
the  loon  on  a  pond  in  a  gravel  pit  west  of  the  village  where  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  recover  rapidly  and  took  its  leave  on  April  12th.  Frances 

Rew  and  Lois  Buck  reported  a  flock  of  85  Horned  Grebes  on  Chautauqua 

Lake  at  Mayville  on  April  3rd.  There  were  two  records  of  Great  Egrets 
in  April,  one  at  Niagara  Falls  on  the  11th  and  a  second  egret  at 
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Dunkirk  on  the  21st.  On  April  21st,  Bob  Andrle  saw  an  adult  Cattle 
Egret  feeding  in  the  company  of  Mallards  and  Blue-winged  Teal  in  a 
flooded  field  on  the  Bauer  Road  in  the  Town  of  Eden.  There  were  three 

sightings  of  Sandhill  Crane  reported  to  the  compiler  in  our  study 

area  in  the  month  of  April.  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck  reported  one 

flying  over  the  Forsythe  Road  lookout  in  the  Town  of  Ripley  on  the 

11th  and  this  writer  and  his  son  saw  two  cranes  over  the  Lakeside 
Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg,  flying  wingtip  to  wingtip  on  that 
date,  thus  adding  the  species  to  their  life  lists.  Rew  and  Buck 
had  a  second  Sandhill  Crane  at  the  Parker  Road  lookout  in  the  Town 
of  Westfield  in  Chautauqua  County  on  April  14th. 

A  record  early  spring  arrival  date  for  the  Semipalmated 
Plover  in  our  region  was  established  on  the  Society's  bird  count  on 
April  12th  when  Jack  and  Margaret  Wright  saw  a  single  bird  on  a  gravel 
bank  at  the  edge  of  the  Niagara  River  on  the  West  River  Parkway,  Grand 
Island.  The  flock  of  seven  Purple  Sandpipers  wintering  on  Goat  Island 
in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls  were  still 
to  be  found  there  in  April;  Willie  D'Anna  saw  them  on  three  occasions, 
the  latest  on  the  24th.  He  noted  that  these  sandpipers  were  still 
in  winter  plumage  at  the  time  of  his  first  observation  on  the  7th. 
On  April  8th  Terry  and  Judy  Mosher  observered  an  immature  Laughing 
Gull  which  had  almost  completed  its  moult  into  first  summer  plumage, 
perched  on  the  railing  of  the  inner  wall  of  the  Dunkirk  Harbor  near 
the  boat  docks .  The  bird  was  seen  by  several  observers  at  that  loca¬ 
tion  on  the  following  day.  A  second  Laughing  Gull,  an  adult  in  breed¬ 
ing  plumage,  was  reported  at  the  Dunkirk  Yacht  Club  on  Lake  Erie  on 
April  11th. 

The  first  significant  flight  of  late  spring  passerine  mig¬ 
rants  was  reported  overnight  on  April  22nd  and,  while  dominated  in 
numbers  by  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  and  White- throated  Sparrows ,  also 
contained  other  interesting  birds  including  a  Pine  Warbler  and  several 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  at  Point  Gratiot  at  Dunkirk  and  a  record  early 
male  Prothonotary  Warbler  seen  by  Bob  Andrle  and  Jim  Gregory  in  the 
understory  of  a  willow  and  cottonwood  grove  on  'Warbler  Walk'  in  the 
Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  on  April  26th. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

******** 

APRIL  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names ,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.  1984) 

has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red- t hr.  Loon 

10-12 

1 

Allegany 

Eaton 

Common  Loon 

4F-30 

1-5 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

5 

2 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Moshers 

10 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

D&L  Burton 

10 

3 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,Buck 

11 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle 

13 

1 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Elderkins 

Horned  Grebe 

2 

16 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

3 

9 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

3 

85 

Mayville 

Rew,  Buck 

4 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

23 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  26 

6 

Rock  Point  PP 

Novosel 

* American  Bittern 

19F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

Great  Egret 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

21 

1 

Dunkirk 

Mosher  et  al 

*Cattle  Egret 

21 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

*Green-b .  Heron 

20F 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

Hess 

*B.-cr.  Night-Heron  7F 

21 

Niagara  Falls 

D'  Anna 

26 

5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

Mute  Swan 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

11 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

26 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D' Anna  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

4 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

White-w.  Scoter 

10 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Elderkins 

Ruddy  Duck 

23 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

Turkey  Vulture 

10 

611 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Osprey 

5F-30  1 

9  other  reports 

Amity  Lake  &  Twp. 
throughout  the  region. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Bald  Eagle 

3-26 

1-4 

( 3  irrm.  + 

Iroquois  NWR 

1  adult) 

Endres 

5 

2 

( 1  imm.  + 

Iroquois  NWR 

1  adult ) 

Watson 

11 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

11,26,27 

( irrm. 

1,1,1 
,  ad. ,  ad. , 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

,  respectively) 

Rew  et  al 

Northern  Harrier 

4 

1 

Allen  Twp. 

D&L  Burton , Jordan 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

11 

1 

Amherst 

Watson 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

3 

1 

Belfast  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

20 

7 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Hess 

22 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

25 

1 

Scio 

Pitzrick 

28 

1 

Belfast  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

Cooper's  Hawk 

3-28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Red- Should.  Hawk 

12,21,22 

1,4,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

18 

1 

E.  Leon 

V&R  Pitzrick 

27 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Elderkins 

28 

1 

Caneadea  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

*Broad-w.  Hawk 

14  F 

12 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

20 

1 

New  Albion 

Pit  zrick 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Rough- le g .  Hawk 

3 

2 

Carlton  Twp. 

Cooper 

11 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

18,26 

4,5 

Somerset  &  Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Peregrine  Falcon 

11 

1 

Hamburg 

J&J  Thill 

13,15 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle  et  al 

*Virginia  Rail 

19F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Sora 

25F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Sandhill  Crane 

11 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

11 

2 

Hamburg 

J&J  Thill 

14 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

D&L  Burton 

3 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

12 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

29 

2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

22 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

23 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

26 

12 

Smithville 

Novosel 

29 

3 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

*Solitary  Sandpiper  ; 

23F,24 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

26 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

26 

1 

Smithville 

Novosel 

*Spotted  Sandpiper 

23F 

2 

Hamburg 

D&D  Suggs 

23F 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

24 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Upland  Sandpiper 

25F 

2 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Mosher, Gula  Jr 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

14 

10 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

26 

6 

Smithville 

Novosel 

Purple  Sandpiper  7 

,16,24 

7 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

*Laughing  Gull 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers ,  Gula 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

9F 

2 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Elderkins 

10 

9 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

10 

4 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

Thorold ,  Ont . 

D&D  Suggs 

Great  Black-b .  Gull 

7 

1 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

*Caspian  Tern 

11F 

2 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

18 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

23 

4 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

23 

8 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

Common  Tern 

18 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

*Chimney  Swift 

20F 

3 

Amherst  Twp. 

Hess 

23 

6 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

4-22 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

5,11 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

20 

1 

Hamburg 

Hess 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

7F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'  Anna 

13 

2 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

*Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

25F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Happ 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

*Eastern  Kingbird 

23F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr •  &  Sr • 

*Purple  Martin 

9F 

2 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

20 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

No .  Rough-w.  Swallow 

19 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

20 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Bank  Swallow 

21 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

*Cliff  Swallow 

26F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

27 

6 

Allegany  SP 

Elderkins 

*Barn  Swallow 

4F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

10 

4 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

14 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-30 

1-4 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

11 

1 

Silver  Creek  ( f ) 

Neveu 

Carolina  Wren 

23 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

House  Wren 

23 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

D&D  Suggs 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Winter  Wren 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

20 

1 

MoCarty  Hill  SF 

0.  Rosche 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

15,16 

2,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

18 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnat catcher  2 IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Eastern  Kingbird 

9  reports  from 

the  southern  tier  April  1-30. 

Hermit  Thrush 

15,21 

2,2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

24 

1 

Buffalo 

R&E  Hull 

*Wood  Thrush 

25F 

1 

Buffalo 

R&E  Hull 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

Gray  Catbird 

20 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick  et  al 

26 

1 

McCarty  Hill  SF 

0.  Rosche 

N.  Mockingbird 

5 

1 

St.  David' s,Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

6 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkins 

Brown  Thrasher 

19 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher 

25 

6 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna, Potter 

Water  Pipit 

4 

24 

Amity  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

*Solitary  Vireo 

19F 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

30 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Nashville  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

*Yellow  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

28 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

22 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

24 

15 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Bl.-thr.(ieen  Whrbler 

26F 

2 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher 

26F, 29 

2,2 

McCarty  Hill  SF 

0.  Rosche 

*Pine  Warbler 

23F 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

25 

3-5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle ,  Gregory 

Palm  Warbler 

25 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Prothonotary  Warbler  26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle ,  Gregory 

28 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna 

*Northern  Waterthrush  23F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

28 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna 

*La .  Waterthrush 

19F 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

19F,22 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Rufous-s .  Tovhee 

2-10 

1( overwintered ) 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

2F 

1 

Busti 

Elderkins 

12-30 

1-3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Chipping  Sparrow 

6F-30 

1-12 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

21 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Vesper  Sparrow 

6  reports  from 

the  southern  tier  April  1-21. 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observe 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Moshers 

1 

6 

Busti 

Elderkins 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

3 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

1-7 

1 

Eden 

Andrle 

3 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Swamp  Sparrow 

23 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

19,20 

1,1 

Sheridan 

Pitzrick 

26 

1 

Buffalo 

R&E  Hull 

Lapland  Longspur 

1L 

2 

Portland  Twp. 

Moshers 

1L 

1-2 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Moshers 

*Bobolink 

26F 

3 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

Pine  Siskin 
Evening  Grosbeak 


6  reports  from  throughout  the  region  April  2-30. 
6  reports  from  throughout  the  region  April  1-30. 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 128 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  45 

( including  April  Count ) 

Total  for  year . 173 


******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 


Date:  April  12,  1987  Compilers:  Willie  D' Anna,  Betsy  Potter 

Weather:  35°  in  the  morning  rising  to  50°in  the  afternoon.  Morning 

overcast,  afternoon  steady  rain.  Light  southwest  winds 
in  the  morning  became  northerly  after  a  cold  front  crossed 
the  region. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  and  total 

numbers.  Where  species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer 
sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Un¬ 
derlined  names  indicate  that  acceptable  written  verifications 
were  received.  An  asterisk  indicates  the  first  record  of 
1987.  An  "F"  indicates  the  first  spring  migrant  record. 


Loons -Ducks 


Red- throated  Loon  -  1(25) 

Common  Loon  -  15 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  52 
Horned  Grebe  -  39 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  12  (3,4) 
*Dbl. -crest.  Cormorant  -  15F 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  293 
Bl. -crown  Night  Heron  -  57(2,9) 
Tundra  Swan  -  1  (20) 

Mute  Swan  -  1  (11) 

Snow  Goose  -  5  (4,10) 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  182 
Northern  Shoveler  -  12  (10,13) 
Gadwall  -  19 
American  Wigeon  -  109 
Redhead  -  6  (7,10) 

Ring-necked  Duck  118 
Greater  Scaup  -  107 
Lesser  Scaup  -  556 
Olds qua w  -  1475 
White-winged  Scoter  -6(4) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  85 
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Loons-Ducks  (cont. ) 


Canada  Goose  -  30,048 
Wood  Duck  -  220 
Green-winged  Teal  -  49 
American  Black  Duck  -  39 
Mallard  -  1026 
Northern  Pintail  -  11 


Turkey  Vulture  -  234 
Osprey  -  4  ( 18,23 ) 

Bald  Eagle  -  3  (10,19) 
Northern  Harrier  -  35 
Sharp- shinned  Hawk  -  52 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  12 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  9 


*Semipalrrated  Plover  -  IF  ( 9 ) 
Killdeer  -  527 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  14 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  2  (13) 


Bufflehead  -  368 
Hooded  Merganser  -  37 
Corrmon  Merganser  -  168 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  7142 
*Ruddy  Duck  -  14 F  (5,10) 
Unidentified  Ducks  -  31 

Vultures  -  Rails 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  191 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3  (6,13,22) 
American  Kestrel  -  159 
*Merlin  -  1  ( 22 ) 

Ring- necked  Pheasant  -  37 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  47 
Wild  Turkey  -  61 
American  Coot  -  142 

Shorebirds 


Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  16  (13,14) 
Common  Snipe  -  166 
American  Woodcock  -  49 


Gulls  -  Flycatchers 


Little  Gull  -1(3) 
Bonaparte's  Gull  -  1885 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  45,026 
Herring  Gull  -  629 
Glaucous  Gull  -2(2) 

Great  Bl. -backed  Gull  -  19 
Unidentified  Gulls  -  56 
Caspian  Tern  -1(4) 

*Conmon  Tern  -  15 F  ( 14 ) 

Rock  Dove  -  1585 
Mourning  Dove  -  2132 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  2  ( 14 ) 


Great  Horned  Owl  -  25 
Barred  Owl  -  2  (20,28) 

Long-eared  Owl  -  2  (4,20) 

Short -eared  Owl  -  11 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  103 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  3F  (9,28) 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  18 
Ye 1. -bellied  Sapsucker  -  32 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  406 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  90 
Northern  Flicker  -  464 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  19 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  197 


Larks  -  Starlings 


Horned  Lark  (unid.  subsp. )  -  47 
Horned  Lark  (E.a.  praticola)  -  12 
Purple  Martin  -  5  (8,23) 

Tree  Swallow  -  1814 

*No.  Rough-wing. Swallow  -  1F( 4 ) 

*Bank  Swallow  -  5 OF  ( 13 ) 

Barn  Swallow  -  10 

Blue  Jay  -  866 

American  Crow  -  2150 

Bl. -capped  Chickadee  -  1384 


*House  Wren  -  IF  ( 2 ) 

*Winter  Wren  -  8F 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  293 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  14 F 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  85 
Hermit  Thrush  -  5F 
American  Robin  -  10,160 
*Gray  Catbird  -  10F  (14,28) 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  9  (1,2,3) 
*Brown  Thrasher  -  2F  (14,28) 
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Larks  -  Starlings  ( cont . ) 


Tufted  Titmouse  -  30 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  22 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  -  204 
Brown  Creeper  -  65 
Carolina  Wren  -  5 


Water  Pipit  -  91 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  197 
*Loggerhead  Shrike  -  1  (26) 
European  Starling  -  14,619 


Warblers  -  Finches 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler  -  6F  (6,11,20) 
Palm  Warbler  -  IF  (20) 

Northern  Cardinal  -  702 

Rufous -sided  Towhee  -  10 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow  -  91 

Chipping  Sparrow  -  40 

Field  Sparrow  -  58 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  26 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  189 

Fox  Sparrow  -  38 

Song  Sparrow  -  2328 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  43F 

Wh. -throated  Sparrow  -  160 

Wh. -crowned  Sparrow  -  5F(19,28) 


Dark-eyed  Junco  -  2963 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  15,430 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  290 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  98 
Common  Grackle  -  14,849 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  2168 
*Pine  Grosbeak  -1(6) 

Purple  Finch  -  212 
House  Finch  -  1390 
Corrmon  Redpoll  -  5  (19,28) 
Pine  Siskin  -  34 
American  Goldfinch  -  741 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  1325 
House  Sparrow  -  2888 


Total  Species  -  135 
Total  Individuals  -  175,060 
Total  Observers  -  269 

The  compilers  would  like  to  thank  all  the  section  compilers  and  observers  for  their 
fine  work  in  making  this  count  another  success. 

Sections  and  observers:  In  the  list  that  follows,  compilers'  names  are  underlined. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ontario:  Gary  Novosel,  Jerry  Chappie,  Drew  Campbell 

2.  Thorold,  Ontario:  David  &  Debra  Suggs 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.:  Walter  &  Harriette  Klabunde,  Donald  C.  Roberson 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.:  Willie  D' Anna,  Betsy  Potter 

5.  Cak  Orchard,  N.Y.:  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Bill  Burch,  Bill  Town¬ 


send  ,  R&rion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Qnt.:  Ed  Williams,  Rick  Stockton,  Jerry  Chappie 

7.  Lowbanks ,  Ont.:  Drew  Campbell,  Brad  Clements 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.:  Mike  Zebehazy,  Doug  Happ 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.:  Karen  Renning,  Roberta  McDonald,  Ed  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Steg- 
meier.  Marge  &  Jack  Wright 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.:  Dick  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Timothy  Collins 
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11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.:  Sharon  Sisti,  Kathy  Hentz,  Horns  Dobson,  Penny  Marren,  Bill 
Watson,  Michael  Galas 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. :  Marie  Wendlinq,  Ann  Bauer,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Tom 

Harper,  Cy  Wol fling 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.:  Dave  Keller ,  Don  Thurau,  George  Mahoney,  Gail  Seamns,  Steve 
Movers,  Robert  Hull,  Eileen  Hull 

14.  fferrburg,  N.Y.:  Barbara  Walker ,  Ken  Brandes,  Pam  McNeil,  Mrs.  John  Hunley, 

Lucille  Leonard,  Barbara  Howard,  Robert  Andrle,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Mauser 

15.  Java,  N.Y. :  Bill  Bogacki ,  Esther  Becker,  Dave  Junkin,  Marty  Junkin,  Art  & 

Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.:  Ellen  Schopp,  Pam  Gunther 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.:  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Judith  Hauck,  Rae 
Uhl 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.:  Bruce  Chilton,  Art  Schaffner,  Jane  &  Don  Clark 

19.  Filmore,  N.Y.:  Kate  Palmer ,  Mr.&Mrs.  HDvard  Lilly,  Faye  Clancy,  Harland  Hale, 
Jenny  Kolakowski ,  Victor  Carpenter,  Alice  Evans,  Mr.&Mrs.  M.  Spencer,  Larry 
Wilson,  Ron  Andrews,  Paula  Bliss,  Barbara  Cronk,  Lillian  Cronk,  Joan  Esley, 
Gen  Fish,  Mr.&Mrs.  Don  Gowdy,  Frieda  Hodnett ,  Joan  MacEven,  Sandra  MacEwan, 
Edna  Marvin,  Marion  McCarthy,  Betty  Miller,  Helen  Morse,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta 
Rice,  Ruth  Richardson,  Mary  Ricketts,  Linda  Roth,  Mr.&Mrs.  E.  Smith,  Margaret 
Stout,  Anne  Voss,  Louise  Webster,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Cindy  Largey,  Roland  Lovrery 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.:  Terry  Mahoney,  Allen  Benton,  Nancy  Bowser,  Sylvia  Clarke, 

Jeanine  Flory,  Joe  Gula  Sr.  &  Jr.,  Joanne  Goetz,  Greg  Harper,  Judy  Mosher, 
Lucille  Neveu,  Bob  Peterson,  Bev  &  John  Ruska,  Marty  Sanden,  Audrey  Schafer, 
Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell ,  Otto  &  Gretchen 
Carlson,  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Janet  Miller,  Dot  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby, 
Anita  Seaberg,  Bill  Seleen,  Carol  Wagner,  Marion  Werner 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Bill  & 

Linda  O'Brien,  Anita  Seaberg,  Fran  Rew,  Lois  Buck 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell,  Carole  Colter,  Dan 

Cordosi,  Dan  Hill,  Steve  Maggio,  Cris  Maggio,  Joanne  Nelson,  Pat  Peterson, 
Jean  Pigman,  Anita  Seaberg,  Bill  &  Linda  Seleen 

24.  Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y.:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y.:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  Tim  Baird,  Dorothy  Baker,  Lucille 
Bordonaro,  Alene  Church,  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton,  Regina,  James,  Meredith  &  Ardyth 
VanScoy 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. :  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Bruce  Smiley,  Ann  Scott, 
Betty  &  John  Gompton,  Sylvia  Foster 
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27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Doris  Hurlburt ,  Emra 
Lou  King,  Lillian  &  Stella  Simons,  Betty  Hooker,  Helen  Apsey,  Nornran  Ives, 
Helen  Link 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. :  Jim  Copenheaver , Carla  Ooch,  Ann&Rbt.  Eisenhardt ,  Jamie  Eisenhardt 
Kathy  MacDonald,  Ruth  Paige,  Anne&Robt.  Pipal,  Suzanne  Wood,  Paul&Cynthia  Culley 
Ellen  Lamb,  Clarence  Klingensmith ,  Margaret  Klingensmith ,  Russell  Allen,  Dorothy 
Bayless ,  Fred  Bayless,  Esther  Biehl,  Donald&Lorna  Brink,  Wayne&Vivian  Brownell, 
Martha  DeLaVergne,  Jay&Louise  Gibson,  Mildred  Hayes,  F&B  Heller,  Viola  Ide, 
Mark  Kura th- Fit zsimons ,  Ed&Marjorie  Mason,  Linn  Phelan,  Violet  Sharrett ,  Lauren 
&  Maureen  Soule,  Gladys &Allen  Witter,  Ken&Marian  McClure,  Harold  Ward,  Susan 
Beckhorn,  Mallery&Mary  Adams,  Doris &Lou  Burton,  Lloyd,  Sandra &Matt hew  Hotchkiss, 
Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Roberta  Clark,  Dale&Evelyn  Coats,  Paul&Mary- 
Alice  Fuller,  Margaret  Nickerson,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Theodore &Lorena  Vossler,  Robt. 
&  Claribel  James,  Myrt  Brown,  Mrs.  Blair  Buccholz,  Mr.&Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mr. & 
Mrs.  Fred  Cronauer,  Mr.&Mrs.  George  Dunham,  Mrs.  Jack  Frank,  Helen  Graves, 
Mr.&Mrs.  Wayne  Lang,  Erma  Larson,  Mary  McCarn,  Rita  Sick,  Mr.&Mrs.  Bruce  Taggart 
Mr.&Mrs.  Gordon  Taggart 

Comments  and  comparisons  with  past  April  counts,  starting  in  1936: 

Red-throated  Loon  -  6th  time  recorded,  eguals  40  year  high;  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  -  all-time  high;  Great  Blue  Heron  -  all-  time  high; 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  -  20  year  high;  Extremely  low  totals  of 

waterfowl  this  year  as  emphasized  by  the  following:  Tundra  Swan  - 

all-time  low;  Amer.  Black  Duck  -  all-time  low;  Northern  Pintail  - 
all-time  low;  American  Wigeon  -  10  year  low;  Canvasback  -  none,  ties 
an  all-  time  low;  Redhead  -  30  year  low;  Greater  Scaup  -  All-time  low; 
White-winged  Scoter  -  2nd  lowest  in  26  years;  Common  Goldeneye-  all 
time  low;  Bufflehead  -  30  year  low;  Hooded  Merganser  -  10  year  low; 

Common  Merganser  -  10  year  low;  Bald  Eagle  -  2nd  highest  in  34  years; 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  2nd  highest  ever;  Cooper's  Hawk  -  10  year  low; 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  Equals  20  year  low;  Rough-legged  Hawk  -  Equals 
20  year  low;  American  Kestrel  -  20  year  low;  Merlin  -  9th  time  record¬ 
ed;  Semipalmated  Plover  -  1st  time  recorded;  Laughing  Gull  -  1st  time 
recorded;  Little  Gull  -  9th  time  recorded;  Caspian  Tern  -  7th  time 
recorded;  Mourning  Dove  -  all-  time  high;  Great  Horned  Owl  -  Equals 

2nd  highest  ever;  Short-eared  Owl  -  10  year  high;  Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Equals  10  year  low;  Downy  Woodpecker  -  10  year  high;  Horned  Lark  - 

Total  of  all  subspecies  is  a  30  year  low;  Tree  Swallow  -  2nd  highest 

ever;  Bank  Swallow  -  8th  time  recorded,  all-time  high;  Tufted  Titmouse 
4th  highest  ever;  House  Wren  -  2nd  time  recorded;  Gray  Catbird  -  2nd 
highest  ever;  Northern  Mockingbird  -  2nd  highest  ever;  Palm  Warbler 
2nd  time  recorded;  Northern  Cardinal  -  2nd  highest  ever;  Savannah 
Sparrow  -  2nd  highest  ever;  White-crowned  Sparrow  -  20  year  low;  Rusty 

Blackbird  -  20  year  low;  Pine  Grosbeak  -  8th  time  recorded;  House 

Finch  -  all-time  high,  an  increase  every  year  since  first  recorded 

in  1976;  Common  Redpoll  -  1st  in  5  years;  Total  species  -  6th  highest 

ever  but  only  5th  highest  in  last  7  years;  Total  individuals  is  above 
the  10  year  median  of  170,440. 

2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  note  the  following  address  changes: 

Charles  and  Barbara  Halvorsen 
212  Main  Street 

West  Seneca,  New  York  14224  Tel.  674-4365 


Mrs.  Nancy  Manz 

540  Maple  Road 

East  Aurora,  N.Y.  14052 


Ann  Miranian 
11717  Malibu  Street 

Chester,  Virginia  23831  Tel.  804-748-4968 

******** 

FIELD  TRIPS 

November  22:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint 

trip  with  Rochester  G.O.S.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara 
at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old 
fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Andrle  (  896-5200  )  and  Bob  Spahn 

( 1-671-5690 ) . 

December  6:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  the  Vermont  & 

Busti  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  a.m.  or  on  Cana¬ 
dian  side  at  8:15  in  first  parking  lot  upstream  of 
the  Bridge.  Leader:  Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 


December  20:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island. 

For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781] 

December  26:  Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count,  centered  in  Chestnut 

Ridge  Park.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill 
Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch,  Field 
Trips  Committee  Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

******** 

MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the  Soc¬ 
iety's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 
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October  14 : 

Annual  Meeting  -  including  election  of  officers. 

October  28: 

Dr.  Walter  Klabunde  will  summarize  his  years  of  research 
and  study  of  raptors  in  a  comprehensive  report  on  the 
status  of  hawks  in  our  region. 

November  11: 

Dr.  Melvin  Dyster  will  discuss  the  raising  and  breeding 
of  exotic  birds  -  his  hobby  and  research  area. 

December  9: 

Dr.  Harold  Axtell  will  share  some  of  his  years  of  exper¬ 
ience  in  a  program  entitled:  "What  to  plant  (and  not 
to  plant)  to  attract  birds". 

January  13: 

Leonard  Lissenby,  Wildlife  Enforcement  Officer  at  Mon¬ 
tezuma  Wildlife  Refuge,  will  explore  some  of  the  issues 
and  problems  in  enforcement. 

January  2  7 : 

In  January  1988,  the  Museum  of  Science  expects  to  open 
its  library  on  Saturdays.  Librarian  Shaun  Hardy  will 
lead  us  on  a  tour  and  highlight  the  books  and  periodicals 
of  interest  to  birders. 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-bird  (716)  896-1271. 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (  716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings  to 
be  included  on  Dial-a-bird.  ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  that  the  FIFTH  day  of 


the  following 

month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna 

2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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THE  MONTH 

May  was  a  hot  and  humid  month  as  the  area  continued  to 
enjoy  its  warmest  spring  in  61  years  and  the  second-warmest  on  record. 
Record  high  temperatures  of  86° (F),  87° (F)  and  90° (F)  were  recorded 
on  May  28th,  29th,  and  30th.  Meteorological  data  indicates  that 
the  90°  reading  on  the  30th  was  only  the  fifth  time  in  the  past  100 
years  that  this  temperature  was  recorded  at  Buffalo  in  May.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month  was  60. 5° (F),  4.4°  above  normal; 
precipitation  measured  only  1.35  inches,  1.54  inches  below  the  norm. 
76%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded.  (Meteorological  data  as  re¬ 
corded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Ornithological  excitement  in  May  centered  on  Peter  Yoerg's 
remarkable  discovery  of  an  adult  Swainson's  Warbler  in  the  Glen  Park 
in  the  Village  of  Williams ville  on  May  7th.  In  the  late  afternoon 
on  that  date,  Yoerg  was  walking  along  a  path  through  low  woody  and 
herbaceous  vegetation  in  a  wooded  area  near  Ellicott  Creek  in  that 
park  searching  for  migrant  passerines  when  he  stopped  to  view  a  few 
White- throated  Sparrows  foraging  in  the  leaf  litter.  His  attention 
was  attracted  to  an  obscure  brown  parulid  also  foraging  in  the  litter 
in  a  thrush-like  manner  and  Swainson's  Warbler  and  Worm-eating  Warbler 
immediately  came  to  mind  as  the  most  likely  species  exhibiting  this 
type  of  feeding  behavior.  The  bird  proved  to  be  most  elusive,  flit¬ 
ting  rapidly  through  the  underbrush  and  the  observer  had  to  relocate 
this  warbler  several  times  to  observe  all  of  its  field  marks  including 
the  olive-brownish  back,  light  gray  unstreaked  breast  and  belly, 
rusty-brown  crown  and  diffuse  dark  line  through  the  eye  bordered 
above  by  a  white  stripe;  also  noted  was  the  warbler's  curious  habit 
of  probing  curled  leaves  with  its  bill,  frequently  flipping  them 
creating  a  sound  discernable  to  the  ear  of  the  observer.  Within 
hours,  most  of  the  birdwatchers  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  who  could 
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be  contacted  had  converged  on  Glen  Park  where  they  enjoyed  mixed 
success  in  finding  and  identifying  the  Swainson's  Warbler,  a  life 
bird  for  most  of  the  more  provincial  observers  among  us.  This  writer 
spent  2%  hours  at  the  park  that  evening  in  the  company  of  at  least 
20  other  hopeful  birdwatchers  searching  for  the  warbler.  He  retired 
without  success  at  dusk  only  to  learn  that  it  was  located  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  after  his  departure,  much  to  the  delight  of  those  hardy  souls 
who  elected  to  persist  in  their  search  in  the  fading  light.  The 
warbler  was  located  again  on  the  following  morning  by  Peter  Yoerg 
and  a  fortunate  few  others  and  was  seen  until  early  evening  of  that 
day  before  taking  its  leave.  It  is  the  first  record  of  this  rare 
vagrant  in  our  study  area. 

Also  worthy  of  note  before  leaving  the  subject  of  rare 
warblers  is  a  singing  male  Kentucky  Warbler  located  by  Tim  Baird 
in  the  thick  undergrowth  of  a  deciduous  woods  in  the  bottomland  of 
the  Allegheny  River  at  the  City  of  Salamanca  in  Cattaraugus  County 
on  May  17th.  Baird  had  this  warbler  under  observation  for  15  minutes, 
clearly  seeing  the  diagnostic  black  sideburns,  yellow  spectacles 
and  yellow  ventral  surface  of  this  species  as  well  as  hearing  its 
typical  ' tory-tory- tory ' song.  It  is  the  second  consecutive  year 
that  he  has  located  a  male  adult  Kentucky  Warbler  in  this  habitat. 

Other  records  of  interest  in  May  include  65  Double-crested 
Cormorants  seen  in  Lake  Erie  Between  Mohawk  Island  and  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park  in  the  Town  of  Dunnville ,  Ontario  during  the  B.O.S. 
field  trip  along  the  north  shore  of  that  lake  on  May  24th.  Great 
Egret  sightings  this  month  include  two  seen  by  Terry  Mosher  and  Bob 
Sundell  at  the  Burgeson  Sanctuary  in  the  Town  of  Kiantone  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County  on  May  15th,  two  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  reported  by  Don  Endres  on  the  30th  and  one  at  Point  Maitland, 
Ontario  seen  by  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  on  the  31st.  Four 
egrets  were  reported  from  the  Town  of  Kiantone  during  the  B.O.S. 
May  Bird  Count  on  the  17th.  There  were  two  late  records  of  Tundra 
Swan  in  May,  one  in  the  Town  of  Arkwright  in  Chautauqua  County  on 

the  21st  reported  by  Terry  Mosher  and  Allen  Benton  and  one  seen  at 
the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  23rd  by  Bill  Watson. 

The  anticipated  second  nesting  of  the  pair  of  adult  Bald 
Eagles  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  ended  in  disappoint¬ 
ment  in  May.  As  noted  in  these  pages  in  our  April  issue,  the  eagles 
reappeared  at  the  nest  in  which  they  had  successfully  reared  two 
young  birds  in  1986  and  hopes  were  high  for  a  second  nesting  this 
year.  However,  one  of  the  adult  birds  disappeared  in  April,  pre¬ 
sumably  the  victim  of  some  mishap  and  the  surviving  adult  was  later 
joined  at  the  nest  by  an  immature  third  year  eagle  with  a  wing  tag 
indicating  that  it  was  a  graduate  of  the  D.E.C.  hacking  program 
in  Alcove,  N.Y.  There  was  faint  hope  that  this  disparate  pair  might 
yet  retrieve  the  season  by  breeding  but  apparently  they  could  not 

successfully  mate  and  after  D.E.C.  intervention  in  the  form  of  placing 
a  dummy  egg  and  then  an  eagle  chick  in  the  nest  failed  to  elicit 

any  response  from  either  adult  bird,  they  left  the  site  in  May. 

The  male  Peregrine  Falcon  which  took  up  residence  in  April  under 
a  broken  soffit  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  roof  on  the  Dun  Building 
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in  downtown  Buffalo  remained  in  the  vicinity  where  it  was  seen  by 
several  observers  throughout  the  month  of  May.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  a  female  falcon  to  add  to  the  excitement. 

The  Society's  May  Bird  Count  provided  some  interesting 
shorebird  records.  The  total  of  204  Semipalmated  Plovers  seen  on 
the  count  was  a  record  number  and  of  this  amount,  160  were  counted 
in  the  wetlands  of  the  Tonawanda  WMA  and  the  Iroquois  NWR.  A  record 
number  of  305  Least  Sandpipers  was  also  tallied  on  this  count,  of 
which  140  were  seen  in  these  wetlands.  Also,  160  of  a  record  276 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  reported  were  in  these  wetlands.  Participants 
in  the  Society's  annual  'Whimbrel  Trip'  along  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  on  May  24th  managed  to  see  a  flock  of  these  elusive  migrants 
when  25  birds  flew  past  Morgan's  Point  in  Wainfleet  Township.  Equally 
exciting  was  a  flock  of  40  Lesser  Golden  Plovers  at  Rock  Point  Provin¬ 
cial  Park.  Willie  D' Anna  reports  that  the  small  flock  of  Purple 
Sandpipers,  which  are  now  annual  winter  visitors  along  the  rocky 
shorelines  of  the  islands  of  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at 
Niagara  Fallos ,  remained  there  until  May  15th  when  he  saw  four  in 
breeding  plumage  at  Goat  Island.  Terry  Mosher  and  Bob  Sundell  saw 
a  Forster's  Tern  in  breeding  ;oumage  quartering  over  a  pond  on  the 
Burgeson  Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  the  Town  of  Kiantone  on  May  15th. 
The  bird  was  not  in  the  company  of  Common  Terns  and  it  was  immediately 
separated  from  that  species  by  its  diagnostic  larger  and  stouter 
bill,  the  orange  coloration  of  its  legs  and  the  basal  portion  of 
the  bill  and  the  'silvery  white'  primary  feathers  of  the  wings. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave . ,  Kenmore ,  N.Y.  14217 

******** 

MAY  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 
1984  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration, 
(f)  -  indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 


May 


Number  Location 


Observers 


Common 

Loon 

1 

1 

over  Athol  Springs 

Andr le 

9 

2 

over  Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

24L 

2 

Morgan's  Pt.,Ont. 

BOS  (Byron) 

Horned 

Grebe 

2 

1 

Wilson 

D'  Anna , Potter 

D.  -crest.  Cormorant 

3 

3 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

15 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

24 

65 

Rock  Point  PP 

BOS  (Byron) 
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Na me  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

American  Bittern 

3 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

16 

1 

Four  Mile  Cr.  SP 

21 

1 

Villenova  Twp. 

*Least  Bittern 

24  F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

31 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Great  Egret 

15 

2 

Burgeson  WS 

30,31 

2,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

31 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

Green-b.  Heron 

3 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Tundra  Swan 

21 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Mute  Swan 

30 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Northern  Shoveler 

2 

4 

Amity  Lake 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Ring-necked  Duck 

24L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

*Black  Scoter 

2 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

*Surf  Scoter 

2 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

12 

Niagara  Falls 

3 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

3 

6 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Osprey 

2 

1 

over  Hamburg 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

3 ,19 

1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

17 

1 

over  Eden  Twp. 

Bald  Eagle 

2,3,30 

1 

,1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

3 

(  imm. 

)  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

31 

(  imm. 

)  1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

31 

(  imm. 

)  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

2 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

6 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

10 

2 

Eden  Twp. 

Red-should.  Hawk 

2 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

17 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

17 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

23 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Peregrine  Falcon 

30 

1 

Buffalo 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sora 

3 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

♦Common  Moorhen 

2  F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Black-bell.  Plover 

24 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,Ont. 

Semipalm.  Plover 

19 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

25 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

26L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Upland  Sandpiper 

2,3 

6,4 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

♦Whimbrel 

24F 

25 

Morgan's  Pt.,Ont. 

24F 

10 

Rock  Point  PP 

Observer 

D'Anna  et  al 
D' Anna ,  Potter 
Mosher,  Benton 
Endres 
Chilton 
Endres 

Mosher,  Sundell 
Endres 

Andrle  et  al 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Watson  et  al 

Mosher,  Benton 

Watson 

Watson 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Watson 

Gula 

D'Anna 

Brooks 

D' Anna 

Endres 

Watson  et  al 

Andrle , Me  Dona 1 d 

Watson  et  al 

Moshers 

Andrle 

Endres 

Watson  et  al 

Andrle  et  al 

Andrle  et  al 

Brooks 

Brooks 

R.  Pitzrick 

Andrle 

Brooks 

Mosher 

Mosher 

Mosher,  Harper 
Andrle,  Foster 
D'Anna  et  al 
D'Anna  et  al 
Watson 
Watson  et  al 
BOS ( Byron ) 

D' Anna 

Watson 

Pitzrick 

Mosher 

Watson 

D'Anna  et  al 

BOS ( Byron ) 

BOS ( Byron  ) 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

30 

1 

LaSalle  Pk.,Bflo. 

Watson 

Sanderling 

24 

10 

Rock  Point  PP 

BOS  (Byron) 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

23 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

12F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

23 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

23F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Cooper 

25 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1,1 5L 

6,4 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Dunlin 

2  F 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

9F 

1 

over  Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

15 

26 

Burgeson  WS 

Mosher,  Sundell 

2  5L 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

2,5,9 

2,1,1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

10 

8 

Canadaway  Cr .  NS 

Mosher,  Peterson 

15 

1 

Bemus  Point 

Mosher,  Sundell 

♦Forster's  Tern 

15 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Mosher,  Sundell 

♦Black  Tern 

10F, 16 

1,1 

Tona wanda  WMA 

Endres 

31 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Endres 

*B lac k -b . -Cuckoo 

10F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

14,31 

1,5 

Amity  &  Ward  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

*Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

10F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Common  Nighthawk 

21 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

21 

3 

Dunkirk 

Gula  et  al 

22 

3 

Silver  Creek 

S.  Clarke 

♦Whip-poor-will 

22F-31 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

10F-31 

1-4 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

7F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

8 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula ,  Peterson 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

3 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

♦Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

11F , 3  0± 

1,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

21 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*E.  Wood-Pewee 

13F-31 

1-5 

Amity  &  Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

14 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

23F 

1 

Villenova  Twp. 

Mosher,  Harper 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

♦Alder  Flycatcher 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

16F-31 

1-9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

♦Willow  Flycatcher 

16  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

16F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

26 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

♦Least  Flycatcher 

6F-31 

1-13 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

Gr .  Cr .  Flycatcher 

3 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

3 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

Eastern  Kingbird 

3 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

13-31 

1-8 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps . 

Pitzrick 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Carolina  Wren 

24 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont . 

BOS  (Byron) 

-58- 


Vol.  53,  No.  6  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Carolina  Wren 

24 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,  Ont . 

BOS  (Byron) 

31 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Winter  Wren 

1 

2 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

23 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher,  Harper 

♦Sedge  Wren 

30 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Marsh  Wren 

2F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Watson 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

24L 

1 

Windmill  Pt . ,  Ont. 

BOS  (Byron.) 

24L 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

BOS  (Byron) 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

3 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Eastern  Blutbird 

8 

reports 

throughout  the  region  May 

1-31. 

♦Veer y 

2  F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

9-31 

1-3 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps . 

V&R  Pitzrick 

♦Gray-ch.  Thrush 

18F , 2  8 

2,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

♦Swainson's  Thrush 

7F 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

16 

1 

Four  Mile  Cr.  SP 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 1L 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

N.  Mockingbird 

14 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher 

27 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Water  Pipit 

4 

20 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher ,  Gula 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

15F 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Mosher,  Sundell 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

♦Warbling  Vireo 

3F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

8-31 

1-2 

Amity  &  Scio  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

19 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

20 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Chilton 

♦Red-eyed  Vireo 

9F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

9F- 3 1± 

1-6 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

5F 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

10 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

"Brewster's"  Warbler 

24 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

31 

1 

Barre  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

♦Tennessee  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

12 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

2 

3 

Ward  &  Alfred  Twps. 

Brooks 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

8 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Magnolia  Warbler  6F 

,21,30 

1, 

1,1 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

8 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Cape  May  Warbler 

1  OF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

12 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher,  Peterson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2  5L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

31 

24 

Ward  &  Alfred  Twps. 

Brooks 

♦Blackburnian  Warbler 

8F 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshger 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

16 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Prairie  Warbler 

15F 

5-6 

Carroll  Twp. 

Mosher,  Sundell 

16,30 

2,2 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Prairie  Warbler 

25,29 

1,3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

Palm  Warbler 

2 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

4 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

*Bay-br.  Warbler 

16F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

30 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

12  F 

1 

Silver  Creek 

S.  Clarke 

16 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Cerulean  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

15 

4 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Mosher,  Sundell 

15,19,21 

1,1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

*Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

3F 

2 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦American  Redstart 

8F 

5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

10-31 

1-4 

Amity , Ward , Scio  Twps . 

Pit zr ick 

♦Swainson's  Warbler 

7,8 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

8 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Chilton , Watson, 

Andrle  et  al 

♦Ovenbird 

6F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

9-31 

1-7 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

Pitzr ick 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres ,  Keller 

21 

2 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

♦Common  Yellowthroat 

6F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

12-31 

1-8 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Wilson's  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

16 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Canada  Warbler 

11F 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

13F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

23,24 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Scarlet  Tanager 

2F-31 

1-7 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

9 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

2F-4 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. ( f ) 

Moshers 

9-31 

1-9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

♦Indigo  Bunting 

13F-31 

2-7 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

15 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

♦Grasshopper  Sparrow 

15F 

3 

Carroll  Twp. 

Mosher,  Sundell 

19,23 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

25-31 

1-2 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

♦Henslow's  Sparrow 

8F ,19,23 

3,5,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

♦Lincoln's  Sparrow 

7F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

20 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Chilton 

21 

5 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

21 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

24L 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

D' Anna 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

30 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle 

Bobolink 

3 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

3 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

31 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

♦Northern  Oriole 

2F,  10 

1,40 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher ,  Peterson 

6-31 

1-10 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

Pine  Siskin 

1-27  1-8  Amity  Lake 

Latest  of  6  reports  throughout  the  region. 

Pit zr ick 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

1 

Silver  Creek 

S.  Clarke 

1-9L 

10-125 

Wales  ( f  ) 

0.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  . 173 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 72 

(Including  14  on  May  count.) 

Total  for  year . 245 


******** 


ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  B.O.S.  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  May  17,  1987 


Co-compilers : 


Sandra  S. 
Dr.  David  R. 


Cooper 

Cooper 


Weather : 


As  indicated  by  various  section  reports  50°  to  80°  (F)  and 

clear,  sunny,  winds  5  to  20  mph.  S.W. 


Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  and  the  numbers 

of  each.  Underlined  names  indicate  that  a  written  verifi¬ 
cation  report  has  been  submitted.  Species  reported  in 
three  or  fewer  sections  are  marked  with  the  B.O.S.  section 
numbers  in  parentheses.  An  asterisk  *  indicates  first 
record  of  1987.  An  [L]  indicates  a  last  1987  record.  Com¬ 
parisons  with  prior  May  records  since  1935. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  23 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  10 
[L]  Horned  Grebe  -  3  (19,20,28) 

Dbl.-cr.  Cormorant  -  26 

American  Bittern  -  3  (13,19,26)  lowest  since 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  249 
Great  Egret  -  5  (10,23) 

Green-backed  Heron  -  26  lowest  since  1960 
Bl. -crown.  Night  Heron  -  6 

Canada  Goose  -  927  -  2nd  highest  ever, being 
Wood  Duck  -  188  highest  ever 
Green-winged  Teal  -  12 
American  Black  Duck  -  3(10,28) 

Mallard  -  621  lowest  of  past  4  years 
Northern  Pintail  -  2  (10) 

Blue-winged  Teal  -  62 


Northern  Shoveler  -  4  (10) 

Ga  dwa 11  -  24 
American  Wigeon  -  9 
1960 

Ring-necked  Duck  -  2  (20) 

Lesser  Scaup  -  1  (20) 

White-winged  Scoter  -  1  (23) 

Bufflehead  -  2  (8,17) 

100  fewer  than  1986 
Hooded  Merganser  -  11  (10) 

Common  Merganser  -  5  lowest  since  1976 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  90 
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VULTURES  -  RAILS 


Turkey  Vulture  -  176  This  and  prior  2  yea 

3rd  highest  ever. 

Osprey  -  2  ( 24  ) 

Bald  Eagle  -  1  (24) 

Northern  Harrier  -  23  3rd  highest  in  past 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  12 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  11 
♦Northern  Goshawk  -  1  (28) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  16 
Broad-winged  Hawk  -  20 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  161 


rs  holding  almost  same  order  of  magnitude 
American  Kestrel  -  76 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  31  2nd  lowest 
10  years.  since  1942 

Ruffed  Grouse  -  42 
Wild  Turkey  -  36 

Virginia  Rail  -  9  2nd  highest  in  10  years 
Sora  -  2  (13,23)  2nd  lowest  in  10  years 
Common  Moorhen  -  44  Highest  since  1954 
American  Coot  -  15 


S  HOREBI R  DS 


♦Black-bellied  Plover  - 
Semi-palm.  Plover  -  204 


-  (15)  F 
highest  ever 
tops  counts 


Killdeer  -  592 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  6 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  13 
Solitary  Sandpiper  -  20 
Spotted  Sandpiper  -  134 
Upland  Sandpiper  -  2  (13,20) 
♦Ruddy  Turnstone  -  7(6,8,21)F 
♦Sanderling  -  6  (11,20)F 


♦Semi-palm.  Sandpiper  -  77F  3rd  highest  ever 
and  also  single  section  (#10)  with  160 
for  all  sections  totaled  in  any  prior  May  Count. 

Least  Sandpiper  -  305  all-time  high  with 
most  (140)  coming  from  section  #10 
Unidentified  Peeps  -  18 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  12(1,11) 

Dunlin  -  23 
Short-b.  Dowitcher  - 
individuals  (160) 

Common  Snipe  -  12  (4,13,26)  low 
American  Woodcock  -  27 


276  all-time  high, most 
counted  in  Sect.  10 
10  year 


GULLS  -  FLYCATCHERS 

Bonaparte's  Gull  -  15(3,11,21)  4th  lowest 

since  1962 


Ring-bill.  Gull  -  18,752  all-time  high 
Herring  Gull  -  272 
Great  Bl.-back.  Gull  -  10 
Caspian  Tern  -  1  ( 6 ) 

Common  Tern  -  144 

Black  Tern  -  7  tied  for  lowest  since  1942 
Rock  Dove  -  1,391 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,123 

Black-b.  Cuckoo  -  47  2nd  highest  since 

1953,  exceeded  by  87  counted  in  1986 
Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  -  11  Highest  since  1974 
Eastern  Screech-Owl  -  3(7,13,28) 

Great  Horned  Owl  -  13 

Barred  Owl  -  8 

♦Common  Nighthawk  -  12 F 

Chimney  Swift  -  401 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  -  71 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  78  20-year  low 


Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  21 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  23 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  -  13 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  161 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  51 

Northern  Flicker  -  322  2nd  highest  in 
last  11  years 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  21 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher  -  1  (8) 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  -  88 
♦Acadian  Flycatcher  -  1  (20)F 
Alder  Flycatcher  -  23 
Willow  Flycatcher  -  16 
Least  Flycatcher  -  158 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  199 
Great  Cr .  Flycatcher  -  185 
Eastern  Kingbird  -  405 
Unidentified  Empidonax  -  1 
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LARKS  -  THRUSHES 


Horned  Lark  -  33 

E.a.  praticola  -  20 

Purple  Martin  -  305  lowest  in  29  years 
Tree  Swallow  -  1,578 

No.  Rough-w.  Swallow  -  494  2nd  highest 
of  11  years 
Bank  Swallow  -  1,064 
Cliff  Swallow  -  113 

Barn  Swallow  -  1,701  Dropping  with  this 
and  1757  of  1986.  Lowest  in  26  years. 
Blue  Jay  -  905 
American  Crow  -  1,257 
Bl. -capped  Chickadee  -  597 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  26 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  11 
White-br.  Nuthatch  -  124 
Brown  Creeper  -  17 
Carolina  Wren  -  1  (13) 

[L] 


House  Wren  -  402 
Winter  Wren  -  6 
Marsh  Wren  -  17 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -17(18,20,28) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  21 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  -  14 

Eastern  Bluebird  -  197  2nd  highest  in  all 
May  counts  with  208  counted  in  1985 
only  higher 
Veery  -  92 

Swainson's  Thrush  -  12 
Hermit  Thrush  -  36 
Wood  Thrush  -  296 
American  Robin  -  4,850 
Gray  Catbird  -  543  lowest  in  25  years 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  10 
Brown  Thrasher  -  40  falling  counts  with 
this  year  lowest  in  30  years. 

Water  Pipit  -  2(12) 


WAXWINGS  - 


Cedar  Waxwing  -  269 
European  Starling  -  4,309 
*White-eyed  Vireo  -  1  (11)F 
Solitary  Vireo  -  15 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  -  21 
Warbling  Vireo  -  154 
*Philadelphia  Vireo  -  10F 
Red-eyed  Vireo  -  306 
Blue-winged  Warbler  -  122 
*Golden-winged  Warbler  -  8F 
♦"Brewster's"  Warbler  -  2(5, 6)F 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  137 

Nashville  Warbler  -  27  lowest  in  25  years 
♦Northern  Parula  -  7F 
Yellow  Warbler  -  1,406 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  -  163  lowest  of  10  yrs . 
Magnolia  Warbler  -  51  lowest  of  25  years 
Cape  May  Warbler  -  5  none  lower  since  1966 
Bl. -throated  Blue  Warbler  -  13 
Yellow-r.  Warbler  -  83  Dropping  in  last 
3  counts 


WARBLERS 


Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler  -  73  lowest  of  25  yr< 
Blackburnian  Warbler  -  33  lowest  of  24  yrs. 
Pine  Warbler  -  10(3,11) 

Prairie  Warbler  -  10(6,23,28) 

Palm  Warbler  -  3(3,4,28) 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  -  17 
Blackpoll  Warbler  -  9 
Cerulean  Warbler  -  17 
Bl.  and  white  Warbler  -  25 
American  Redstart  -  239 

Ovenbird  -  150  below  the  20  yr.  median 
Northern  Waterthrush  -  33  3rd  highest 
count  of  10  years. 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  -  9 
♦Kentucky  Warbler  -  1(24) 

Mourning  Warbler  -  20 
Common  Yellowthroat  -  600 

Hooded  Warbler  -  59  2nd  highest  in  20  yrs. 
Wilson's  Warbler  -  3(11,21,23) 

Canada  Warbler  -  20 
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TANAGER  -  HOUSE  SPARROW 


Scarlet  Tanager  -  153 
Northern  Cardinal  -  479 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  -  372  2nd  lowest  in  10 
Indigo  Bunting  -  142  yrs . 

Rufous-s.  Towhee  -  150  lowest  in  25  yrs. 

Chipping  Sparrow  -  763 

Field  Sparrow  -  207 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  14 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  284 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  -  7 

Henslow's  Sparrow  -  3(13,20) 

Song  Sparrow  -  1,509 
Lincoln's  Sparrow  -  5(6,8) 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  124 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  38 
Wh. -crowned  Sparrow  -  90 


Dark  eyed  Junco  -  119 
Bobolink  -  1,075 

Red-w.  Blackb.  -  5,298  lowest  since  1956 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  274  4th  low  of  20  yrs. 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  11 

Common  Grackle  -  3,859  lowest  since  1963 
Brown-h.  Cowbird  -  786  3rd  lowest  in  30  yrs. 
Orchard  Oriole  -  1(20) 

Northern  Oriole  -  784 
Purple  Finch  -  136 
House  Finch  -  726 
♦Red  Crossbill  -  79(24,25) 

Pine  Siskin  -  65 

Am.  Goldfinch  -  1,343  lowest  since  1962 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  40 
House  Sparrow  -  2,170 


Total  Species  . 197 

Total  Individuals  Identified .  71,666 

Total  Individuals  Unidentified .  19 

Total  Individuals  Observed .  71,685 

Number  of  Sections  Tallied .  26/28 

Number  of  Observers .  231 


SECTIONS  AND  OBSERVERS 

The  co-compilers  thank  the  observers  and  section  compilers  for  their 
contributions  in  this  study.  In  the  list  which  follows,  compilers'  names  are  under¬ 
lined. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont . :  David  Cooper,  Sandra  Cooper,  Drew  Campbell 

2.  Thorold,  Ontario:  Gary  Novosel ,  Aline  Novosel 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.:  Harriet  &  Walter  Klabunde,  Donald  Roberson 

4.  Middleport ,  N.Y.:  Bill  Watson,  Tom  &  Rebekah  Atkinson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.:  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Gail  &  Dolores  Seamans, 

Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.:  Bruce  Chilton,  Art  Schaffner,  Rbt.  Andrle 

7.  Lowbanks ,  Ont.:  Drew  Campbell 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.:  Willie  D' Anna ,  Betsy  Potter 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.:  Karen  Renning,  Roberta  McDonald,  Stanley  King 
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10.  Akron,  N.Y.:  Robert  M.  Wagner 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.:  Kathy  Hertz,  Charles  Halvorsen,  Marjorie  Harwitz,  Doug  Happ, 

Mike  Zebehazy,  Peter  Yoerg,  Sharon  Sisti 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.:  Marie  Wendling,  Anna  Bauer,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Tom 

Harper,  Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.:  Max  &  Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Don  Thurau,  David  Keller, 

Don  Endres 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y.:  No  report 

15.  Java,  N.Y.:  Bill  Bogacki ,  Esther  Becker,  Joe  Di  Domenico,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche 
Ron,  Carol,  Tom  Rycroft 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.:  No  Report 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.:  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Pauline  Schwartz 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.:  William  C.  Vaughan,  and  17  members  of  Museum  Bird  Class 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y.:  Allegany  Co.  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Scott  Herdman  Mar¬ 

garet  Kaufman,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  Lang,  Faye  Clancy,  Donald  Goodsell,  Ron  Andrews, 
Josephine  Main,  Helen  Morse,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice, 
Ruth  Richardson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Emmett  Smith,  Lowell  Smith,  Victor  Carpenter,  Alice 

Evans,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  Williams 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.:  Terry  Mahoney,  Terry  Mosher 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell ,  Eileen  Anderson, 

Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Janet  Miller,  Linda  &  Bill  O'Brien,  Jean  Pigman, 

Dot  Pihlblad,  Kay  Ponton,  Carol  Roby,  Charles  &  Ruth  Sanderson,  Sue  Suckow, 

Carol  Wagner 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell ,  Dan  Cordosi 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell ,  G.  Bemis ,  Dan  Cordosi, 
Dan  Hill,  Chris  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Joanne  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Tom  Simmons, 
Ilia  Stuart 

24.  Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y.:  John  &  Mary  Forness ,  Tim  Baird,  Graham  Buck 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y.:  Tim  Baird,  Dorothy  Baker,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Dr.  Stephen  W. 

Eaton,  Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Knittle,  Fred  Meyer,  Regina,  James,  Meredith,  and 
Ardyth  Van  Scoy 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y.:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Betty  &  John 
Compton,  Sylvia  Foster,  Bruce  Smalley 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.:  Allegany  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Emma  Lou  King, 
Lillian  &  Stella  Simons,  Leon  &  Ruth  Brown,  Frances  DeGroff,  Helen  Apsey,  Helen 
Link 
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28.  Alfred,  N.Y.:  Allegany  Bird  Club,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Jim  Copenheaver ,  Cynthia 
and  Paul  Culley,  Ann,  Robert  &  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peter  &  Tim  Finlay,  Eva  Ford, 
Ellen  Lamb,  Kathy  MacDonald,  Ruth  Paige,  Allen  &  Mary  Ormsby,  Suzanne  Wood, 
Clarence  Klingensmith ,  Margaret  Klingensmith ,  Russell  Allen,  Dorothy  and  Fred 
Bayless ,  Esther  Biehl ,  Don  &  Lorna  Brink,  Wayne  &  Vivian  Brownell,  Martha 
DeLaVergne,  Jay  &  Louise  Gibson,  Mildred  Hayes,  Viola  Ide,  Linn  Phelan,  Marjorie  & 
Ed  Mason,  Marjorie  &  Robert  Mason,  Violet  Sharrett ,  Bill  VanOrman,  Allen  &  Glays 
Witter,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  J.  Brundage,  Kathy  Kent,  Bea  Thompson,  Harold  R.  Ward, 
Mallery  &  Mary  Adams,  Doris  Burton,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Raymond  &  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
Susan  Beckhorn,  Roberta  Clark,  Evelyn  Coats,  Paul  &  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Claribel 
James,  Theodore  &  Lorena  Vossler,  Myrt  Brown,  Debbie  Buchholz,  Betty  &  Carl 
Burdick,  Estelle  &  Fred  Cronauer ,  Audrey  &  George  Dunham,  Lucille  Frank,  Helen 
Graves,  Dave  Lorek,  Rita  Sick,  Ruth  Smith,  Bruce  &  Wilma  Taggart,  Gordon  & 

Wilma  Taggart,  Patricia  Wygant 

Recommendation:  All  future  records  show  (as  a  fraction)  the  number  of  the  28  BOS 

sections  represented  in  the  counts  for  more  meaningful  comparisons.  The  above  ob¬ 
servations  were  made  on  26/28  sections. 


5065  Woodland  Drive 
Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 


******** 

B.O.S.  Field  Trip  to  Tifft  Farm  and  Times  Beach 

Sunday,  May  11,  1987,  7:30  a.m.  Eleven  birders  signed  is  at  Tifft's  park¬ 
ing  lot,  but  before  the  day  was  over,  that  nunfoer  would  double. 

Going  down  the  Service  Road,  we  observed  16  species  including 
a  Black  and  White  Warbler,  Warbling  Vireo,  and  Northern  Oriole.  At 
the  Mosquito  Junction  trail  it  started  to  rain,  but  that  did  not 
dampen  our  spirits  as  our  species  count  soured  to  49!  Here  we  saw 
11  of  our  14  warbler  species  highlighted  by  a  Blackburnian  Warbler, 
one  of  two  Blue-winged  Warblers  and  an  excellent  look  at  a  Northern 
Waterthrush.  Also  observed  were  a  Northern  Rough-winged  swallow 
among  the  many  Tree  Swallows,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Scarlet  Tanager,  the 
first  of  six  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  two  Great  Blue  Herons,  Swamp 
Sparrow  and  Lincoln's  Sparrow.  On  the  Service  Road  again,  we  saw 
more  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  (as  many  as  four  colorful  males  in  one 
small  bush)  and  one  of  many  close  unobstructed  views  of  Chestnut¬ 
sided  Warblers  feeding  in  Staghorn  Sumac. 

As  the  skies  cleared,  walking  east  on  Old  Tifft  Street,  Joe 
DiDomenico  and  Dick  Collins  chanced  upon  the  surprise  of  the  day- 
not  more  than  10  feet  from  the  trail  was  a  Virginia  Rail!  Here  we 
also  saw  (but  did  not  count)  an  Empidonax  flycatcher  with  a  yellow 
belly,  heard  a  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  and  saw  the  first  2  of  6  Red¬ 
headed  Woodpeckers. 

Down  Warbler  Walk  a  Solitary  Vireo,  a  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
and  a  male  Wilson's  Warbler  were  well  observed.  At  Heritage  Boardwalk 
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we  added  another  Virginia  Rail,  Killdeer,  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Solitary 
Sandpiper  (one  of  three)  and  a  Cape  May  Warbler. 

At  Lisa  Pond,  a  pair  of  Canada  Geese  were  followed  by  6  yellow, 
downy  young  with  8  American  Wigeon  in  the  background,  and  2  Greater 
Yellowlegs  and  more  than  a  dozen  unidentified  shorebirds  flying 
overhead . 

In  the  early  afternoon,  the  indefatigable  observers:  Ken 

Brandes ,  Gary  Novosel,  and  myself  went  to  Times  Beach.  There  we 
added  to  our  lists  the  Mute  Swan,  two  elegant  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons,  a  Brown  Creeper,  a  handsome  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  and 
one  Bank  Swallow  flying  among  half  a  dozen  Northern  Rough-wing  Swallows 
and  numerous  Tree  Swallows.  Here  we  were  more  than  overjoyed  to 
finally  see  and  hear  a  Least  Flycatcher  after  observing  six  similar 
silent,  stoic,  cryptic  individuals  at  Tifft. 

Despite  the  fact  we  never  saw  one  House  Sparrow  we  did  see 
85  species  at  Tifft  Farm  and  Times  Beach  (87  if  you  want  to  count 
the  Red-breasted  Mergansers  and  Greater  Scaup  in  Buffalo  Harbor, 
directly  across  from  Tifft  (but  you'd  better  not). 

Submitted  by  Bill  Watson 

******** 

Correction:  Terry  Mosher  should  be  added  to  the  list  of  Section 

20  observers  for  the  B.O.S.  April  Count. 

(The  Prothonot ary ,  vol.  53:5,  1987) 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  note  the  following  changes  in  the  1987  Roster: 

MEMBERS 


Mrs.  Anna  M.  Bauer 
85  Annamarie  Terrace 
Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14225 
Tel.  No. :  683-5706 

Edward  Fessler  -  Tel  No.:  904-761-3269 

Charles  Halvorsen 
212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
Tel.  No. :  674-4365 

David  Keller  -  Tel.  No.  344-2494 

Ward  and  Miriam  Klepfer  -  Tel.  No.  837-8621 


-67- 


Vol.  53,  No.  6  "Membership  News"  cont. 


Arthur  Schaffner 
431  Grant  Street 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14213 
Tel.  No.:  884-2513 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Freitag  -  Tel.  No.:  734-1555 

Max  Mason  Jr.  -  Tel.  No. :  343-4212 

Dr.  Neil  Moon  -  Tel.  No.:  716-342-2590 

******** 


December  20: 


December  26: 


January  3: 


January  10: 


January  24 : 


February  6: 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday.  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Grand 
Island.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Bill 
Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count,  centered  in  Chestnut 
Ridge  Park.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill 
Burch  (773-3690). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  then  around  Ft.  Erie 

for  winter  hawks.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti.  Note :  we  may  not  meet  at  Canadian  side  at 

8:15  since  we  expect  to  examine  U.S.  waterfront  first. 
Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690) 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS 
Bird  Clubs.  The  target  date  is  Jan.  10  but  any  date 
between  Jan.  9  thru  17  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory 
call  the  coordinator:  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

Sunday.  Lower  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  and  Waterfowl; 
also  winter  land  birds.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  parking 
lot  in  Lewiston  at  9:30  a.m.  Leaders:  Walt  &  Harriet 
Klabunde  (754-4424) 

Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  see  gulls 
and  waterfowl  attracted  by  open  water  there;  also 
tour  the  countryside.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisureland. 
Leaders:  Will  D' Anna  (1-731-4348)  and  Terry  Mosher 

of  LEBC.  (To  reach  Leisureland,  take  Hamburg  Exit 
57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Rd.  ,  Hwy  75,  and 
go  a  short  distance  westward. ) 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch, 
Field  Trips  Committee  Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

******** 
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MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


January  13:  Leonard  Lissenby,  Wildlife  Enforcement ’  Officer  at  Mon¬ 

tezuma  Wildlife  Refuge,  will  explore  some  of  the  issues 
and  problems  in  enforcement. 

January  27:  In  January  1988,  the  Museum  of  Science  expects  to  open 

its  library  on  Saturdays.  Librarian  Shaun  Hardy  will 
lead  us  on  a  tour  aand  highlight  the  books  and  period¬ 
icals  of  interest  to  birders. 


February  10:  Gordon  Batchellor,  Senior  Wildlife  Biologist,  will 

update  his  study  of  Common  Terns  in  Buffalo  Harbor. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 

sightings  to  be  included  on  Dial-a-bird. ) 

******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D' Anna ,  2257  Cayuga 

Dr.  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo ,  N.Y.  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10:00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 


June  was  a  wet  and  warm  month  with  a  record  rainfall  in 
the  Buffalo  area  of  5.01  inches  on  the  22nd;  other  records  on  that 

date  include  the  heaviest  one  hour  rain  -  2.45  inches  and  the  heaviest 

two  hour  rainfall  -  3.6  inches  -  in  the  meteorological  annals  of 

this  vicinity.  The  rainfall  on  that  date  was  general  but  it  was 
not  as  heavy  in  most  parts  of  Western  New  York;  Vivian  Pitzrick  re¬ 
ported  only  one  inch  of  precipitation  in  Allegany  County  on  the  22nd. 
In  Buffalo  and  the  suburban  town  of  Cheektowaga  the  worst  urban  flood¬ 
ing  in  living  memory  occured,  closing  many  major  thoroughfares. 

Total  rainfall  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  8.36  inches,  5.64  inches 
above  normal.  The  average  temperature  in  June  at  Buffalo  was  68. 9°  (F), 
2.9°  above  average  for  the  period.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded 
at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

It  was  an  unusually  interesting  June  for  bird-watchers. 
Vivian  Pitzrick' s  record  of  a  Double-crested  Cormorant  at  Amity  Lake 
in  the  Town  of  Belmont  in  Allegany  County  on  June  14th  was  only 
the  third  record  for  this  bird  in  that  county.  Once  again  this  June 
a  sizeable  population  of  Great  Egrets  was  present  in  the  wetlands 

of  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  the  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  and  Orleans  counties.  On  the  20th,  Don 
Endres  counted  eight  at  the  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  six  at  the 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  a  high  count  for  the  month.  Bob  Andrle 
saw  two  egrets  of  this  species  at  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve 
on  June  3rd.  Also  on  June  20th,  Don  Endres  found  two  Snowy  Egrets 
at  the  Ringneck  Marsh  on  the  Sour  Springs  Road  in  the  Town  of  Shelby 
in  the  National  Refuge.  These  egrets  were  observed  resting  and  feed¬ 
ing  in  the  shallows  of  the  impoundment  at  a  distance  of  250  to  300 
yards  with  the  aid  of  a  Celestron  Telescope  and  the  diagnostic  black 
bills,  black  legs  and  yellow  feet  of  the  species  were  clearly  seen. 
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One  of  the  egrets  exhibited  the  characteristic  'foot  shuffling'  while 
feeding.  Great  Egrets  were  also  present  at  the  pond  at  this  time, 
offering  exxcellent  size  comparison.  On  June  2nd,  Bruce  Johnson 
saw  an  adult  Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron  perched  in  a  tree  in  a  marshy 
area  at  the  end  of  Bern  Pond  on  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  where 
he  studied  it  for  20  minutes  at  a  distance  of  40  to  50  yards.  This 
heron's  yellowish-white  crown,  white  eye  patch  and  gray  mantle  were 
clearly  visible  during  the  period  of  observation.  It  was  subsequently 
seen  by  several  other  observers  there  and  at  Lisa  Pond  on  the  preserve 
throughout  the  month. 

Other  interesting  records  in  June  include  a  summer  record  of 
the  Common  Goldeneye,  an  adult  male  bird  seen  at  Rathfon  Point,  Ontar¬ 
io  on  Lake  Erie  by  Bob  Wagner  on  June  28th.  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.  reported 
a  Common  Merganser  on  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  in  the  Town  of  Cold 
Spring  in  Cattaraugus  County  on  June  20th.  The  first  southbound 
shorebird  migrants  of  the  season  were  recorded  by  Don  Endres  at  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  June  27th  where  he  saw  individual 
birds  of  both  species  of  yellowlegs ,  a  Solitary  Sandpiper  and  a  Least 
Sandpiper.  On  the  following  day.  Bob  Wagner  saw  two  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  while  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs 
found  two  female  Wilson's  Phalaropes ,  still  in  breeding  plumage, 
at  the  Ring-neck  Marsh  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on 
that  date.  On  June  24th,  Bill  Bogacki  reported  the  most  unusual 
shorebird  of  the  month  at  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  where  he 
sighted  a  Willet  in  the  marsh  next  to  the  boardwalk  there;  the  Willet 
took  flight  as  Bogacki  approached  it,  clearly  displaying  its  unique 
wide  black  and  white  wing  pattern  and  white  rump. 

June  19th  was  a  banner  day  for  Common  Raven  reports  in 
the  Southern  Tier.  On  that  date,  while  engaged  in  a  breeding  bird 
census  at  the  intersection  of  Brown  and  Vandermark  Roads  in  the  Town 
of  Ward  in  Allegany  County,  Elizabeth  Brooks  heard  the  unmistakable 
croaking  of  a  Common  Raven  as  it  flew  over  nearby  state  reforestation 
land  but  she  was  unable  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  bird.  Also  on  that 
date.  Bob  Andrle  and  Jim  Gregory  were  driving  on  the  road  near  Science 
Lake  in  the  Town  of  Red  House  in  Allegany  State  Park  when  they  saw 
a  large  corvid  feeding  on  the  remains  of  a  road-killed  mammal  some 
sixty  yards  in  front  of  their  vehicle.  As  they  stopped,  the  bird 
flew  up  in  a  tree  at  the  edge  of  the  deciduous  woods  to  the  left 
of  the  road.  Both  men  saw  the  wedge  shaped  tail,  large,  heavy  de- 
curved  bill  and  heard  the  gutteral  croaking  flight  call  of  the  bird, 
identifying  it  as  an  adult  Common  Raven.  On  June  23rd,  Elizabeth 
Brooks  and  two  other  ovservers  were  engaged  in  the  Allegany  County 
Breeding  Bird  Survey  on  .N.Y.  Route  #244  in  the  Town  of  Ward  when 
they  saw  two  ravens  flying  into  a  stand  of  mature  Red  Pines  just 
south  of  the  road.  All  three  observers  noted  the  wedge  shaped  tails 
of  the  birds . 

Once  again  this  year,  Terry  Mosher  has  documented  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  a  small  but  apparently  thriving  breeding  population  of  Acad¬ 
ian  Flycatchers  in  a  wooded  area  off  of  the  Ellicott  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Pomfret  in  Chautauqua  County  where  he  made  his  observations 
walking  along  a  small  creek  bordered  by  mature  maple,  oak  and  beech 


-71- 


Vol.  53,  No.  7  "The  Month"  cont . 


trees  and  a  few  hemlocks.  He  observed  one  singing  male  Acadian  Fly¬ 
catcher  perched  on  the  exposed  limb  of  a  large  oak  and  from  the  leaf¬ 
less  branches  of  a  dead  tree  next  to  it  where  it  would  fly  off  of 
its  perch  to  hawk  flying  insects  and  return  in  the  usual  Empidonax 
manner;  this  bird  also  sang  the  diagnostic  'pit-see'  song  of  this 
species.  Mosher  heard  three  or  four  other  flycatchers  singing  this 
territorial  song  as  he  wandered  further  along  the  creek  but  he  was 
unable  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  singers. 

Allegany  State  Park  was  also  the  scene  of  some  interesting 
warbler  observations  in  June.  On  June  5th,  Terry  Mosher,  Bruce  Chil¬ 
ton  and  Art  Schaffner  were  walking  along  an  unimproved  maintenance 
road  near  the  Visitor's  Center  in  the  Town  of  Red  House  section  of 
Allegany  State  Park  where  they  heard  the  distinctive  'buzzy'  song 
of  a  Northern  Parula.  After  scanning  the  top  branches  of  a  group 

of  mature  spruce  trees  bordering  the  road  from  which  the  song  was 
coming,  Mosher  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  warbler  chasing  a  second  bird, 
apparently  another  parulid.  During  the  next  forty  minutes,  these 
observers  saw  this  bird  several  times  as  it  flew  in  and  out  of  con¬ 
cealment  among  the  branches  but  only  Schaffner  glimpsed  its  gray- 
blue  upper  parts.  In  spite  of  the  unsatisfactory  visual  efforts 
of  the  observers,  they  are  satisfied  they  had  discovered  a  Northern 
Parula  male,  apparently  on  territory,  by  hearing  its  song  which  it 
repeated  at  intervals  throughout  the  observation.  Their  find  was 
confirmed  on  June  19th  when  Bob  Andrle  and  Jim  Gregory  visited  the 
site  and  had  excellent  views  of  an  adult  male  Northern  Parula  perched 
on  a  roadside  telephone  wire  before  it  disappeared  from  view  among 
the  spruces.  The  diagnostic  blue-gray  dorsal  colors  contrasted  with 
the  bird's  yellow  throat  with  a  dark  chestnut  band  across  it  and 
Andrle  also  noted  its  partial  white  "eye-ring".  The  bird  did  not 
vocalize  during  the  period  of  observation.  However,  on  the  following 
morning,  Joseph  Gula ,  Jr.  and  several  members  of  the  Lake  Erie  Bird 
Club  of  Chautauqua  County  visited  the  site  and  found  the  male  Northern 
Parula  singing  a  song  consisting  of  "several  buzzy  notes  that  drop 
abruptly  at  the  end".  Gula  also  managed  to  locate  the  bird  and  a 
female  Northern  Parula  at  a  nest  some  twenty-five  feet  up  in  a  spruce 
tree  which  appeared  to  be  constructed  of  the  lichen  Usnea  sp.  ,  a 
favorite  nest  construction  material  of  this  species  in  the  coniferous 
forests  of  Northern  New  York,  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  This  is  the 
first  documented  finding  of  a  nest  of  this  species  in  Cattaraugus 
County  where  it  has  long  been  considered  a  rare  summer  resident  species. 
In  1921,  Aretas  Saunders  reported  at  least  three  pairs  of  Northern 
Parulas  in  the  Quaker  Run  section  of  Allegany  State  Park  where  he 
saw  young  birds  recently  out  of  the  nest  in  July  of  that  year.  North¬ 
ern  Parulas  did  not  provide  the  only  excitement  for  Terry  Mosher 
and  his  companions  in  Allegany  State  Park  on  June  5th.  An  hour  later 
they  located  a  male  Yellow- throated  Warbler  reported  in  the  park 
during  the  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage  the  previous  weekend.  This 
warbler  was  perched  on  the  exposed  branch  of  a  maple  tree  at  the 
edge  of  a  maple-beech-hemlock  woods  near  Science  Lake  in  the  Red 
House  section  of  the  park  and  sang  constantly  during  the  time  they 
studied  it.  Its  bright  yellow  throat  and  breast,  gray  mantle  and 
white  wing-  bars  were  easily  seen.  The  warbler  was  subsequently 
seen  at  that  location  by  a  number  of  observers  in  June,  including 
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Bob  Andrle  and  Jim  Gregory  on  the  19th  who  also  had  good  views  of 
it  perched  and  singing  lustily  in  the  same  series  of  notes  descending 
lower  in  pitch  before  ending  on  a  rising  note  as  reported  by  Mosher 
on  June  5th.  It  appears  the  bird  was  unmated  and  its  persistent 
singing  was  motivated  in  good  part  by  hope  of  attracting  a  female. 

Finally,  field  observations  indicate  that  the  Prairie  Warb¬ 
ler  continues  to  thrive  as  a  breeding  species  in  southwestern  New 
York.  Terry  Mosher,  Bruce  Chilton  and  Art  Schaffner  located  five 
singing  males  in  a  conifer  plantation  on  the  East  Oak  Hill  Road  in 
the  Town  of  Carroll  in  Chautauqua  County  on  June  5th.  In  Allegany 
County,  Elizabeth  Brooks  saw  two  territorial  males  of  this  species 
on  several  occasions  in  June  while  conducting  a  breeding  bird  census 
on  a  "Christmas  Tree  Farm"  on  Jones  Road  in  the  Town  of  Andover, 
a  previously  documented  nesting  site;  on  June  24th,  she  and  Clarence 
Klingensmith  found  a  singing  male  in  a  young  spruce  plantation  on 
the  Combs  Road  in  the  Town  of  Grove,  a  new  location  for  the  species 
in  that  county. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave . ,  Kenmore ,  N.Y.  14217 

******** 

JUNE  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1984  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  that 
to  the  "Date 
( B. 0. S. 
files  of  the 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration, 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

14 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick  et  al 

28 

2 

Rock  Point  PP 

Wagner 

American  Bittern 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Chilton 

Least  Bittern 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Chilton 

Great  Egret 

3 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle,  Foster 

6-28 

3-14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

6,29 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*Snowy  Egret 

20 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Y.-cr.  Night  Heron 

2 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

6 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

23 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Chilton 

Common  Goldeneye 

28 

1 

Rathfon  Pt . ,  Ont . 

Wagner 

Hooded  Merganser 

6,29 

9,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

20 

1 

Allegany  Res. 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

Bald  Eagle 

21 

1( imm. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Harrier 

4,20 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

7 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

29 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

5 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Mosher  et 

al 

Cooper's  Hawk 

20 

1 

Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-should.  Hawk 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

13 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

24 

4 

Almond  &  W.  Almond 

Twps .  Brooks 

Peregrine  Falcon 

24 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

27F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

27F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

28 

4 

Rock  Point  PP 

Wagner 

29 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2  7F , 2  8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Willet 

2_4 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Bogacki 

Upland  Sandpiper 

7 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Mosher,  Gulas 

20,29 

2,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

27 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Least  Sandpiper 

27F,28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

28 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Wagner 

29 

2 

Prendergast  Point 

Sundell 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

28F 

2 

Rock  Point  PP 

Wagner 

Common  Snipe 

10 

1 (ad. +4  y .  ) 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher  et 

al 

American  Woodcock 

7 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

27 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D' Anna 

♦Wilson's  Phalarope 

28 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Caspian  Tern 

28 

2 

Rock  Point  PP 

Wagner 

Black  Tern 

13,28 

2,3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

14 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Endres 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

5 

3 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Mosher  et 

al 

24 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Nighthawk 

8 

2 

Buffalo 

Chilton 

22 

1 

To na wanda 

Watson 

Whip-poor-will 

1-24 

4  (  ma  x .  ) 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr.  & 

Sr . 

10 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

6 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et 

al 

% 

17 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

6 

2 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

10 

4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

10 

( PDBA )  1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Sundell  et 

al 

14 

( PDBA )  2-3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

19 

2 ( ad. +2  y  +  le ) 

Pomfret  Twp.  (PDBA) 

Andrle,  Gregory 

♦Common  Raven 

19 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

19,23 

1,3 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-30 

1-3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

19 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

23 

2 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

24 

2 

Grove  &  Almond  Twps 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren 

7 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher,  Gulas 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

5,19 

( PDBA ) 

1,3 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

7 

( PDBA) 

2 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell 

19 

(PDBA) 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

19 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

20 

(PDBA) 

4 

Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

23 

( PDBA) 

1 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

24 

( PDBA) 

5 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

6,29 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

9  reports 

throughout  the  region 

June  1-30. 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

7L 

2 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Swainson's  Thrush 

8L 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

5 

1 

Red  House  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

19 

2 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Hermit  Thrush 

22 

7 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

24 

2 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

N.  Mockingbird 

24 

1 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

5 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

18 

1 

Alma  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

5 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

27 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'  Anna 

"Brewster's  Warbler" 

5,12 

1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Chilton 

Nashville  Warbler 

1-8 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

20 

1 

Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

24 

1 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

5 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Mosher  et  al 

19 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

20 

2  + 

nest 

Allegany  SP 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

5-19 

2-5 

Allegany  SP 

Many  Observers 

5-30 

1-10 

Allegany  County 

Brooks 

12,20 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

*Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

5 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Mosher  et  al 

19 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Prairie  Warbler 

1-30 

(PDBA) 

1-4 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps . 

Pit zrick 

4,20 

,21,29 

( PDBA) 

2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

5 

5 

Carroll  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

10 

( PDBA) 

5 

Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

24 

1 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

7L 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Cerulean  Warbler 

4-8 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

6,29 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

27 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D' Anna 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

22,30 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zrick 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Northern  Waterthrush 

11 

5 

Holland  Bog 

Becker 

29 

2 

Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

13 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4  reports  from  Niagara  &  Allegany  Cos. 

June  4  -  29. 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

19 

I 

Jl 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1L 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle 

20 

( PDBA) 

2 

Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

-75- 


Vol.  53,  No.  7  " 

Noteworthy  Records 

"  cont . 

Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

23 

( PDBA )  1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

23,24 

( PDBA )  3,1 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

24_ 

(PDBA)  1 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

3 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

A.  Rosche 

12-23 

3 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

Species ,  subspecies 

& 

hybrids 

previously 

recorded . 

245 

Species ,  subspecies 
Total  for  year . 

& 

hybrids 

recorded  this  issue . 

6 

******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 


The  Spotted  Owl 

This  year  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  desig¬ 
nated  the  Spotted  Owl  as  a  candidate  for  listing  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act.  Before  any  decision  is  made,  a  one  year  study  will 
be  done  to  determine  the  status  of  the  owl. 

The  present  controversy  over  the  Spotted  Owl  concerns  not 
only  its  status  as  an  endangered  species  but  also  the  amount  of  old 
growth  forest  needed  to  maintain  a  viable  population  of  owls.  At 
present,  approximately  20%  of  the  original  old  growth  forest  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  remains  and  most  of  this  is  on  public  lands  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Forest  Service.  Pressure  is  being  exerted  on  the 
agency  from  the  timber  industry  which  wants  these  areas  to  be  opened 
to  logging,  claiming  that  it  is  crucial  for  the  economy  in  that  area. 

The  Forest  Service  was  mandated  under  the  National  Forest 
Management  Act  to  do  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement.  The  conclu¬ 
sions  reached  by  the  Forest  Service  however,  are  quite  different 
from  the  conclusions  of  the  Audubon  Advisory  Panel.  The  Forest  Ser¬ 
vice  has  recommended  550  habitat  sites  with  an  average  acreage  each, 
of  2200  for  the  Washington  and  Oregon  populations.  The  Audubon  panel 
feels  that  in  order  to  maintain  the  Spotted  Owl,  sites  must  be  4500 
acres  for  the  Washington  population,  2500  acres  in  Oregon  and  Califor¬ 
nia  and  1400  acres  in  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

This  is  a  crucial  time  for  the  Spotted  Owl,  old  growth 
forests  and  other  species  dependent  on  these  forests.  Therefore, 
it  is  important  that  officials  be  aware  of  your  feelings.  To  voice 
your  opinion,  write: 


Regional  Forester 
Pacific  Northwest  Region 
USDA  Forest  Service 
319  SW  Pine 
P.O.  Box  3623 
Portland,  Oregon  97208 
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and  your  senators  and  representatives. 

For  more  information  concerning  this  issue,  refer  to: 

Wilcove ,  David,  "Public  Lands  Management  and  the  Fate  of 
the  Spotted  Owl American  Birds.  Fall,  1987. 

Report  of  the  Advisory  Panels  on  the  Spotted  Owl,  Audubon 
Conservation  Report  No.  7. 

Roberta  McDonald 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  new  Associate  Members: 

Alec  Humann 
72  Lancaster  Avenue 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14222 
Tel.  885-2998 

Bruce  Johnson 
20  Creek  Heights  Drive 
Williams ville ,  N.Y.  14221 
Tel.  631-9422 

Address  Changes: 

Anna  Mae  Bacon,  74  Crescent  Ave . ,  Hamburg,  NY  14075 
( Summer ) 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen,  3  Mockingbird  Ct . ,  W.  Amherst,  NY  14228 
Tel.  689-9487 

Jane  Moore  (Nov. -Apr.)  2600  Skyline  Dr.,  #16,  Tucson,  Arizona 
85718 

Arthur  Schaffner,  West  Side  Branch  Box  427,  Buffalo,  NY 
14213-0427 

Stephen  J.  Soule,  450  Colvin  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY  14216 
Tel.  873-8145 

Congratulations  to  new  Active  Members  Kathie  Hentz  and  Sharon  Sisti. 

We  regret  to  note  the  deaths  of  Honorary  Member  John  S.  Morse  and 
Active  Member  Francis  T.  Tilley. 

******** 
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Possible  Amherst  Island  Owl  and  Hawk  Trip:  We  are  leaving  open  time 

in  February  and  March  in  case  there  is  a  worthwhile  incursion  of 
raptors  on  Amherst  Island,  near  Kingston,  Ontario,  265  miles  from 
Buffalo.  All  trip  information  was  printed  in  The  Prot honotarys  of 
March  and  April,  1984.  Interested  members  can  contact  Bill  Burch. 
Both  weekend  and  mid-week  overnight  trips  are  being  considered. 

January  24:  Sunday.  Lower  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  and  Waterfowl; 

also  winter  land  birds.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  parking 
lot  in  Lewiston  at  9:30  a.m.  Leaders:  Walt  &  Harriette 
Klabunde  (754-4424). 


February  6:  Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  see  gulls  and 

waterfowl  attracted  by  open  water  there;  also  tour  the 
countryside.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisureland.  Leaders: 
Will  D' Anna  (1-731-4348)  and  Terry  Mosher  of  LEBC. 
(To  reach  Leisureland,  take  Hamburg  Exit  57  from  1-90 
Thruway,  onto  Camp  Rd.,  Hwy  75,  and  go  a  short  distance 
westward. ) 

February  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or 
at  8:15  a.m.  at  the  first  waterfront  parking  lot  on 
the  Canadian  side,  upriver  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders 
Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541)  and  Wavel  Barber  (683- 
3061 )  . 

March  6:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  N.Y.  and 

lower  River.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  parking  lot  in  Lewiston 
at  8:30  a.m..  Leader:  Will  D1 Anna. 


March  27: 


April  2: 
April  9: 


April  10: 


April  17: 


Sunday.  BOS  trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza. 

( SE  corner  of  Main  &  Transit).  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (833- 

1044  )  . 

Saturday  evening,  set  clocks  forward  one  hour  for  Day¬ 
light  Saving  Time. 

Saturday.  Audubon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR.  Meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Bill  Burch 

( 773-3690  )  . 

Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact 
the  compiler. 

Sunday,  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  This  is  30 
miles  into  Canada  on  QEW.  Trip  may  include  bluebirds, 
plus  shorebirds  at  Smithville  Lagoon.  Destination: 

Beamer  Conservation  Area  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niag- 
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ara  Falls,  N.Y.  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 

( Hwy  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer.  Leader:  Bill 

Burch  (773-3690). 

April  24:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Roches¬ 

ter  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown 
Plaza.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock 
Bay  park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (655-4777) 

and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  8:  Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  &  Times  Beach.  Meet 

at  7:30  a.m.  in  Tifft  Farm  Parking  lot.  This  is  a  half¬ 
day  trip  for  warblers  and  other  migrants.  Leader: 
Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 


May  15: 


Sunday.  May  Bird  Count  of  BOS.  For  a  territory,  contact 
the  compiler. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch, 
Field  Trips  Committee  Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


January  13:  Leonard  Lissenby,  Wildlife  Enforcement  Officer  at  Mon¬ 

tezuma  Wildlife  Refuge,  will  explore  some  of  the  issues 
and  problems  in  enforcement. 

January  27:  In  January  1988,  the  Museum  of  Science  expects  to  open 

its  library  on  Saturdays.  Librarian  Shaun  Hardy  will 
lead  us  on  a  tour  and  highlight  the  books  and  period¬ 
icals  of  interest  to  birders. 


February  10:  Gordon  Batchellor,  Senior  Wildlife  Biologist,  will 

update  his  study  of  Common  Terns  in  Buffalo  Harbor. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D' Anna,  2257  Cayuga 

Dr.  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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THE  MONTH 


WEATHER:  July  was  unusually  hot  and  steamy.  The  average  temperature, 
74.2° (F),  was  3.5°  warmer  than  normal.  The  high  temperatures  exceeded 
85° (F)  on  ten  different  days.  The  23.61  inches  of  rain  exceeded 
the  normal  rainfall  by  3.59  inches.  The  temperature  fluctuated  from 
a  high  of  92° (F)  to  a  low  of  54° (F).  The  unusually  high  temperatures 
warmed  Lake  Erie  to  79°  (F),  its  warmest  temperature  in  the  last  60 
years.  The  high  lake  temperature  prevented  moderating  land  tempera¬ 
tures  at  night.  Violent  electrical  storms  at  the  end  of  the  month 
spawned  Erie  County's  first  tornado  in  26  years. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  A  Common  Barn  Owl  hatched  five  young  in  the 
Town  of  Centerville.  The  Common  Raven  moved  into  the  Town  of  Andover. 
Our  members  observed  Acadian  Flycatchers  at  Tifft  Farm  and  at  Ark¬ 
wright  Township.  A  Tennessee  Warbler  appeared  at  Tifft  Farm  very 
early  for  this  species.  Two  ducks,  an  Oldsquaw  seen  off  Morgan's 
Point  and  a  Common  Goldeneye  at  Rock  Point  caught  our  observers ' 
attention.  The  St.  David's  cannery  ponds  were  dry.  The  best  shore- 
bird  reports  came  from  Rock  Point,  Smithville  and  Iroquois,  except 
for  the  Solitary  Sandpiper  spotted  in  Eden.  Stilt  Sandpipers  appeared 
throughout  the  month.  An  Osprey  rested  at  Iroquois  and  a  Vesper 
Sparrow  attracted  attention  at  Andover. 

UNOFFICIAL  RECORDS:  Allegheny  State  Park  provided  suitable  habitat 
for  a  Yellow- throated  Warbler  and  a  Northern  Parula  on  July  5th. 
Observers  spotted  a  sandhill  crane,  Wilson's  Phalarope ,  "Brewster's" 
Warbler,  Alder  Flycatchers,  and  Yellow- throated  Vireo  at  Iroquois 
during  the  month.  A  Western  Meadowlark  sang  south  of  Forestville. 
Ruddy  Ducks  used  a  pond  off  Sweethome  Rd.  ,  in  Amherst  as  a  resting 
place . 
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Vol.  53,  No.  8  "The  Month"  cont . 

BANDING  REPORT:  Elizabeth  Brooks  banded  39  individual  birds  of  13 

separate  species  and  had  3  returns  during  211  net-hours  of  activity 
in  this  month.  Nine  Bluejays  followed  by  seven  Rose-breasted  Gros¬ 
beaks  and  six  Chickadees  comprised  the  most  numerous  of  the  species 
banded.  One  recaptured  goldfinch  revealed  that  it  had  reached  its 
seventh  year.  An  Evening  Grosbeak  originally  banded  in  1982  was 
recaptured  and  released  435  miles  away  at  Charlesbourg ,  Quebec. 
That  bird  is  now  in  its  sixth  year. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Our  thanks  to  Bob  Andrle ,  Elizabeth  Brooks, 

Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter,  Don  Endres ,  Jr.,  and  Terry  Mosher 
for  their  verification  reports.  We  also  thank  Bob  Andrle,  Maxine 
and  Wavel  Barber,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Dave  Cooper,  Willie  D'Anna  and 
Betsy  Potter,  Dave  Gagne,  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde ,  Terry  Mosher, 
Vivian  Pitzrick  and  two  anonymous  members  for  their  monthly  noteworthy 
records.  Special  thanks  to  Dick  Byron  for  leading  the  field  Trip 

of  7/26/87,  but  even  more  thanks  to  the  Field  Trip  committee  for 
getting  Byron  to  lead  the  trip. 

~  O  f*  j  *  i  •  fiX  '  Li,  • 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

******** 

JULY  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 

1984  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

D.  crest.  Cormorant 

17-19 

20 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna ,  Potter 

American  Bittern 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Least  Bittern 

19 

1 

Iroquois  WMA 

Gagne 

Great  Egret 

4-26 

1-9 

Iroq.NWR  &  Tona .  WMA 

Endres 

17 

2 

Port  Mait land,Ont . 

D'Anna,  Potter 

19 

1 

Port  Maitland , Ont . 

Andrle,  Gregory 

26 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

BOS  (Byron) 

Green-w.  Teal 

26 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Oldsquaw 

19 

1 

Morgan ' s  Pt . , Ont . 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Goldeneye 

26 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS  (Byron) 

Osprey 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Bald  Eagle 

4,19 

l,l(Both  imm. 

)Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

2 

1 

Scio  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

3 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

3,20 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Cooper's  Hawk 

12 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 
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cont . 

Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-should.  Hawk 

4 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher 

23 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

26 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Semipalm.  Plover 

17F-19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

18 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

7 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4-31 

1-11 

Batavia  Twp. 

Keller 

5 

5 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Gagne 

11 

2 

Villenova  Twp. 

Mosher,  Gula 

Whimbrel 

3  IF 

1 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

W&M  Barber 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

26F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

BOS  (Byron) 

Sander ling 

17F, 18-19 

1,2 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

19 

2 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

17F-19 

15 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

28 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

14F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

17F-19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

19 

1 

Smithville,  Ont . 

Andrle,  Gregory 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

31 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

W&M  Barber 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

7 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

6  other 
Iroquois 

reports  from  Rock  Pt .  P.P.,  Tifft 
NWR  July  10-31.  -  19  Max. 

Farm  N. P . ,  and 

Caspian  Tern 

12 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

25 

3 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

Black  Tern 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

3-29 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

4 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher 

‘Common  Barn-Owl 

18  5 ( Y  in  N) 

Centerville  Twp. 

Pitzrick  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

16,28 

1,2 

De  pew 

W&M  Barber 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

19 

1 

Rathfon  Pt . ,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

4 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher 

19 

2 ( P  DBA ) 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Cliff  Swallow 

2-29 

2-15 

Wellsville  &  Scio  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Common  Raven 

15 

2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lak 

Pitzrick 

11 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

6 

1 

Lewiston 

Gagne 

26 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

19 

1 

Hamburg 

Andrle 

Marsh  Wren 

5 

1 

N.  Harmony  Twp. 

Gagne 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

14_ 

1( PDBA ) 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Eastern  Bluebird 

9  reports  from  the  Southern  Tier  and  Niagara  County. 

Swainson's  Thrush 

5 

7 

Allegany  SP 

Gagne 

N.  Mockingbird 

28  2 ( +N  w/  3Y ) 

Fonthill,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Solitary  Vireo 

11-27 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Tennessee  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

7,14 ,23 

1,2,3 

Amity  Tsp. 

Pitzrick 

14,29 

2,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Prairie  Warbler 

1,7,12 

1,1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

12,20,30 

1,2,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

Vesper  Sparrow 

15 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

15 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

5 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gagne 

15 

2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

26,27 

2,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

3-31 

1-5 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

5 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gagne 

11 

2 

Hanover  Twp. 

Mosher  ,  Gula 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously 

recorded . 

251 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue . 

2 

Total  for  year . 

253 

Addendum  -  June  1987  Noteworthy  Records 


Snowy  Egret 
Acadian  Flycatcher 
Prothonotary  Warbler 


June  20 
June  5 
June  20 


1  Iroquois  NWR 

2  Tifft  Farm  NP 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

******** 


Johnson 

Johnson 

Johnson 


ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

1987  F  &  W  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey  for  Western  New  York 


by  Walter  Klabunde 

Since  1967,  members  and  friends  of  B.O.S.  have  cooperated  annually  in 
this  breeding  bird  survey.  The  details  of  procedure  and  route  descriptions  are 
presented  in  The  Prothonotary  Vol.  33  No.  10,  pages  123-7  (  1967  )  and  Vol.  34  No. 
10,  page  112  (1968).  Since  1980  the  routes  were  limited  to  the  eighteen  in  Western 
New  York;  the  Ontario  Route  001  (Dunville)  has  been  taken  over  by  Ontarians. 
This  year  sixteen  of  the  eighteen  routes  were  covered.  The  following  listing  shows 
the  observers  and  assistants  for  each  route.  We  welcome  Dick  Christensen  as  a 
new  cooperator. 


Route 


Name 


Observer 


Assistant 


045  Phillip's  Creek 

046  Swain 

052  Mt .  Morris 

053  Hamburg 

054  West  Seneca 

055  Gainesville 

056  Cattaraugus 

057  East  Java 

058  Castile 

059  Randolph 


Doris  Burton 
Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 
Douglas  K.  Bassett 
Bill  Bogacki 
Not  Covered 
Mary  Batcheller 
Timothy  Baird 
David  Junkin 
Douglas  K.  Bassett 
Timothy  Baird 


None 

Clarence  W.  Klingensmith 
None 

Richard  Christensen 
None 

Stephen  Eaton 
Marty  Junkin 
None 

Stephen  Eaton 
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Vol.  53,  No.  8  "Organizational  Activities"  cont. 


1987  F&W  Breeding  Bird  Survey  Report,  cont. 


Route 

Name 

Observer 

Assistant 

060 

Centerville 

Wavel  Barber 

Maxine  Barber 

061 

Sheridan 

Frances  M.  Rew 

Lois  Buck 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell 

None 

063 

Nashville 

Robert  M.  Wagner 

Edith  N.  Wagner 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

Not  Covered 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

Willie  D'Anna 

Betsy  Potter 

066 

Byron 

David  Keller 

None 

111 

South  Vandalia 

Regina  M.  VanScoy 

James  S.  VanScoy 

This  year  120  species  were  recorded.  Two,  Philadelphia  Vireo  and  Black- 
poll  Warbler,  are  classified  as  late  migrants  and  therefore  are  not  counted.  The 
net  118  species  is  the  third  highest  number  in  twenty  years  and  includes  one  new 
species  to  the  list  i.e.,  Northern  Goshawk.  Table  I  shows  the  species  recorded 
as  well  as  their  status  in  respect  to  numbers  for  past  years,  also  the  total  count 
for  each  species  and  the  percentage  of  routes  in  which  the  species  was  recorded. 
Actually,  the  totals  of  60  species  were  adjusted  for  the  counts  expected  in  the 
two  missing  routes  based  on  previous  years  count.  This  raised  the  status  of  16 
species  one  step,  9  species  2,  3  species  3  and  2  species  4  steps.  The  status  of 
the  other  30  species  were  unaffected.  The  species  whose  status  was  raised  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  number  in  parenthesis  after  the  status.  The  following  listing  shows 
how  status  relates  to  rank  in  the  twenty  years  as  well  as  the  number  of  species 
in  each  status  shown  in  parenthesis. 


Number 

Status 

Rank 

Number  Status 

Rank 

Number 

Status 

Rank 

(23) 

H  + 

1 

(17) 

M  + 

6,7,8 

(7) 

L  + 

16,17 

(24  ) 

H 

2,3 

(19) 

M 

9,10,11,12 

(4  ) 

L 

18,19 

(8) 

H- 

4,5 

(11) 

M- 

13,14,15 

(5) 

L- 

20 

Table  I 


Steps 

% 

Steps 

% 

Species  Status  (Raised) 

Total 

Rtes . 

Species  Status  (Raised) 

Total 

Rtes 

Gr.  Blue  Heron  H+ 

34 

56 

Brown  Creeper  H+ 

4 

13 

Green-backed  Heron 

M- 

14 

50 

House  Wren  H 

(1) 

222 

100 

Canada  Goose  H 

13 

13 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

H  + 

7 

13 

Wood  Duck  M+ 

7 

25 

E.  Bluebird  H 

20 

56 

Mallard  M 

(2) 

30 

38 

Veery  M 

47 

69 

Blue-w.  Teal  M 

1 

6 

Hermit  Thrush  M+ 

3 

13 

Hooded  Merganser  H+ 

4 

6 

Wood  Thrush  M 

(1) 

150 

100 

Turkey  Vulture  M+ 

3 

13 

Amer.  Robin  M+ 

(2  ) 

1525 

100 

Nor.  Harrier  M 

3 

19 

Gray  Catbird  M 

(4  ) 

188 

100 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

H  + 

3 

19 

Nor.  Mockingbird  H 

(2) 

2 

13 

Nor.  Goshawk  H+ 

1 

6 

Brown  Thrasher  L+ 

17 

56 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

M+ 

5 

13 

Cedar  Waxwing  H 

221 

100 

Red-tailed  Hawk  M+ 

(1) 

15 

44 

Eur.  Starling  H 

(3) 

2810 

100 

Amer.  Kestrel  M 

19 

56 

Solitary  Vireo  H 

5 

19 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  M- 

(1) 

103 

50 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

M  (  4  ) 

2 

13 

Ruffed  Grouse  H 

2 

13 

Warbling  Vireo  H+ 

(3  ) 

78 

94 

Wild  Turkey  M 

1 

6 

Red-eyed  Vireo  L 

123 

94 
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1987  F&W  Breeding  Bird  Survey  Report,  cont. 


Steps  v 

Species  Status  (Raised) 

Total 

% 

Rtes . 

S  teps 

Species  Status  (Raised) 

Total 

% 

Rtes 

Virginia  Rail  K+ 

1 

6 

Blue-winged  Warbler  H- 

22 

56 

Killdeer  H+ 

(2) 

223 

100 

Nashville  Warbler  M- 

1 

6 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L+ 

3 

13 

Yellow  Warbler  H  (1) 

403 

100 

Upland  Sandpiper  M 

6 

19 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  H+ 

37 

75 

Common  Snipe  M 

3 

6 

Magnolia  Warbler  M+ 

10 

13 

Ring-billed  Gull  M+(l) 

118 

31 

Yellow-r.  Warbler  H+ 

5 

13 

Rock  Dove  H 

(1) 

505 

100 

Bl.-thr.Grn.  Warbler  L+ 

13 

31 

Mourning  Dove  H 

(1) 

460 

100 

Blackburnian  Warbler  H+ 

15 

19 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

H 

25 

69 

Prairie  Warbler  H 

1 

6 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

M+ 

3 

19 

Cerulean  Warbler  H+ 

3 

6 

Great  Horned  Owl  M+ 

3 

13 

Amer.  Redstart  H-  (2) 

32 

50 

Chimney  Swift  H 

67 

75 

Ovenbird  H 

48 

69 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  H 

7 

38 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  H- 

1 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher  L 

8 

25 

Mourning  Warbler  M 

10 

31 

Red-h.  Woodpecker  M+ 

3 

19 

Com.  Yellowthroat  H-  (1) 

264 

100 

Red-b.  Woodpecker  M+ 

16 

13 

Hooded  Warbler  H 

7 

31 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

M 

2 

13 

Canada  Warbler  L 

2 

6 

Downy  Woodpecker  H 

46 

75 

Scarlet  Tanager  M- 

25 

63 

Hairy  Woodpecker  H- 

7 

25 

Nor.  Cardinal  H+  (1) 

156 

100 

Northern  Flicker  L+ 

(1) 

38 

94 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  M+ 

59 

94 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

H 

5 

25 

Indigo  Bunting  M+ 

150 

100 

E.  Wood-Pewee  M 

(1) 

47 

88 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  L+ 

50 

75 

Acadian  Flycatcher  H+ 

1 

6 

Chipping  Sparrow  H+ 

467 

100 

Alder  Flycatcher  H 

24 

25 

Field  Sparrow  L+  (1) 

115 

94 

Willow  Flycatcher  H 

102 

88 

Vesper  Sparrow  M 

21 

50 

Least  Flycatcher  H+ 

(2) 

79 

100 

Savannah  Sparrow  L+  (1) 

358 

94 

E.  Phoebe  M+ 

57 

88 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  M- 

6 

19 

Great  Cr.  Flycatcher 

M- 

32 

94 

Henslow's  Sparrow  M- 

3 

19 

E.  Kingbird  M 

(2  ) 

78 

94 

Song  Sparrow  M-  ( 3 ) 

879 

100 

Horned  Lark  M- 

47 

38 

Swamp  Sparrow  H- 

22 

38 

Purple  Martin  L- 

16 

25 

Wh. -throated  Sparrow  M+ 

2 

6 

Tree  Swallow  H 

94 

94 

Dark-eyed  Junco  H+ 

35 

44 

No.Rough-w.  Swallow 

M+ 

12 

31 

Bobolink  H- 

415 

100 

Bank  Swallow  H 

167 

38 

Red-w.  Blackbird  L- 

1774 

100 

Cliff  Swallow  H+ 

28 

25 

E.  Meadowlark  M-  (2) 

241 

100 

Barn  Swallow  H 

(1) 

568 

100 

Common  Grackle  L- 

1203 

100 

Blue  Jay  M 

118 

100 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  M- 

153 

94 

American  Crow  H+ 

(2  ) 

869 

100 

Northern  Oriole  L 

81 

94 

Bl. -capped  Chickadee 

H  + 

133 

94 

Purple  Finch  L- 

8 

31 

Tufted  Titmouse  H- 

1 

6 

House  Finch  H+ 

138 

100 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  H+ 

11 

19 

American  Goldfinch  M  (1) 

417 

100 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

M 

17 

50 

House  Sparrow  L- 

815 

100 

The  number  of  species /route  varied  from  4  5  to  84  (a  record  high)  with 
a  median  average  of  61.  Total  individuals /route  varied  from  570  to  2227  (also 
a  record  high)  with  a  median  of  944  and  average  of  1012 /route.  Somehow  conditions 
made  for  high  counts.  Not  only  was  the  84  species  an  all  time  high  set  by  E.  Brooks 
on  Route  046  but  two  other  counts  of  80  and  77  on  Routes  066  and  056  respectively 
passed  all  previous  high  counts  of  species /route .  D.  Keller  also  set  an  all  time 
high  individuals /run  on  Route  066  with  2227  which  included  28  high  species  counts. 
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1987  F&W  Breeding  Bird  Survey  Report,  cont. 

All  of  the  81  species  appearing  every  year  were  recorded  again  this  year. 
A  new  approach  is  presented  here  to  ascertain  whether  a  species  population  is  in¬ 
creasing  or  decreasing.  Table  II  shows  those  species  whose  totals  for  the  past 
four  years  or  more  have  all  been  above  the  20  year  median  to  be  defined  as  increas¬ 
ing  or  below  the  median  to  be  decreasing.  The  greater  the  number  of  years,  the 
more  positive  is  the  trend;  by  definition  ten  is  the  maximum. 

Table  II 


Species  Years  Above  Median 


Species  Years  Below  Median 


Great  Blue  Heron 
Nor.  Harrier 
Ring-b.  Gull 
Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Red-b.  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Willow  Flycatcher 
E.  Kingbird 
Blue  Jay 
American  Crow 
Black-c.  Chickadee 
E.  Bluebird 
Warbling  Vireo 
Blue-w.  Warbler 
Yellow  Warbler 
Amer.  Redstart 
Ovenbird 

Com.  Yellowthroat 
Northern  Cardinal 
Indigo  Bunting 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  Junco 
House  Finch 


9 
6 
9 

10 
7 
6 
7 
6 

7 
5 
5 

8 
4 
7 
7 
7 

4 

5 
7 
7 

7 

8 

6 
7 

4923  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  NY  14092 

******** 


Ring-n.  Pheasant  10 
Spotted  Sandpiper  5 
Upland  Sandpiper  6 
Red-h.  Woodpecker  9 
Brown  Thrasher  10 
Red-eyed  Vireo  7 
Canada  Warbler  6 
Rufous-s.  Towhee  9 
Field  Sparrow  4 
Vesper  Sparrow  8 
Savannah  Sparrow  9 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  5 
Henslow's  Sparrow  5 
Song  Sparrow  5 
Red-w.  Blackbird  7 
E.  Meadowlark  10 
Common  Grackle  4 
Brown-h.  Cowbird  5 
House  Sparrow  4 


FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 


Conservation 

"The  beauty  and  genius  of  a  work  of  art  may 
be  reconceived,  though  its  first  material 
expression  be  destroyed;  a  vanished  harmony 
may  yet  again  inspire  the  composer;  but  when 
the  last  individual  of  a  race  of  living  things 
breathes  no  more,  another  heaven  and  earth  must 
pass  before  such  a  one  can  be  again. 


William  Beebe 
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On  July  16,  1987  the  last  Dusky  Seaside  Sparrow  died  at  Walt  Disney  World 

in  Florida.  Thousands  of  these  sparrows  once  inhabited  Merrit  Island  and  the 
St.  John  River  area  of  Brevard  County,  Florida.  The  decline  of  the  duskys' habitat 
began  in  the  early  1960's  when  the  marshes  of  Merrit  Island  were  diked  and  the 
marshes  of  the  St.  John  Valley  were  drained  for  agriculture.  The  subsequent  build¬ 
ing  of  a  canal  and  then  a  highway  through  this  area  almost  completely  decimated 
the  sparrows'  habitat  by  the  1970's.  In  1982  there  were  only  five  aging  males 
remaining.  These  had  been  held  in  captivity  until  this  July  when  the  last  of  the 
species  died. 

AC9,  the  last  wild  California  Condor  was  captured  on  April  19,  1987  and 

is  now  being  held  in  captivity  along  with  twenty-six  other  condors.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  species  can  be  captively  bred  and  eventually  returned  to  the  wild.  Many 
conservationists  are  concerned  that  there  will  be  no  wild  area  to  which  it  can 
return. 

In  the  spring  of  1986,  Dr.  Lester  Short  discovered  the  Ivory-billed  Wood¬ 
pecker  in  Cuba.  This  species  has  not  been  seen  in  the  United  States  for  over  three 
decades.  The  cause  of  the  I vor y-billeds '  decline  is  closely  linked  to  the  loss 
of  mature  lowland  forests. 

The  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker  is  another  species  dependent  on  the  southern 
forests.  This  woodpecker  is  found  in  the  pine  forests,  which  are  kept  thriving 
by  naturally  occuring  fires.  However,  clearcutting  practices  and  mans'  interven¬ 
tion  against  fire  have  resulted  in  the  growth  of  hardwood  forests,  a  habitat  total¬ 
ly  unsuitable  to  the  red-cockaded.  It  is  now  listed  as  an  endangered  species. 

The  Piping  Plover  and  interior  Least  Tern  were  listed  as  endangered  in 
1986  ,  the  Florida  Scrub  Jay  in  1987.  These  species  and  more  are  being  lost  due 
to  one  major  cause  -  loss  of  habitat. 

I  urge  that  you  support  a  conservation  group  such  as  the  Nature  Conser¬ 
vancy,  World  Wildlife  Fund  or  the  International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation; 
write  letters  to  your  senators  and  congressmen  especially  relating  to  habitat  con¬ 
servation  and  keep  abreast  of  the  issues.  A  very  small  amount  of  time  and  effort 
on  your  part  can  make  a  difference. 


Roberta  McDonald 


******** 

FIELD  TRIPS 


????  Possible  Amherst  Island  Owl  and  Hawk  Trip:  We  are  leaving  open 

time  in  February  and  March  in  case  there  is  a  worthwhile  incursion 
of  raptors  on  Amherst  Island,  near  Kingston,  Ontario,  265  miles 
from  Buffalo.  All  trip  information  was  printed  in  The  Prothonotary 
of  March  and  April,  1984.  Interested  members  can  contact  Bill  Burch. 
Both  weekend  and  mid-week  overnight  trips  are  being  considered. 

February  6:  Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  see  gulls  and  waterfowl 

attracted  by  open  water  there;  also  tour  the  countryside.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisureland.  Leaders:  Will  D'Anna  (1-731-4348) 

and  Terry  Mosher  of  LEBC.  (To  reach  Leisureland,  take  Hamburg 

Exit  57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Rd.  ,  Hwy  75,  and  go  a  short 
distance  westward. ) 
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Field  Trips"  cont. 


February  28: 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti 
near  the  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the  first 
waterfront  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side,  upriver  from  the  Peace 
Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541)  and  Wavel  Barber 
(683-3061  ) . 

March  6 : 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  N.Y.  and  lower  River. 
Meet  at  Tops  Market  parking  lot  in  Lewiston  at  8:30  a.m.  Leader: 
Will  D'Anna. 

March  27: 

Sunday.  BOS  Trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at 

8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  (SE  corner  of  Main  & 

Transit).  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (833-1044). 

April  2: 

Saturday  evening,  set  clocks  forward  one  hour  for  Daylight  Saving 
Time . 

April  9: 

Saturday.  Audubon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citi¬ 

bank,  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  10: 

Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler. 

April  17: 

Sunday,  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  This  is  30  miles  into  Can- 
anda  on  QEW .  Trip  may  include  bluebirds,  plus  shorebirds  at  Smith- 
ville  Lagoon.  Destination:  Beamer  Conservation  Area  on  escarpment 
above  Grimsby.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot 
in  Niagara  Falls,  NY,  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 

(Hwy.  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  24: 

Sunday,  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS . 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  We  will  join 

the  GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  park  shelter.  Leaders: 

Mike  Zebehazy  (655-4777)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  8 : 

Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  &  Times  Beach.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m. 
in  Tifft  Farm  Parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 
and  other  migrants.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

May  15: 

Sunday.  May  Bird  Count  of  BOS.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee  Chair¬ 
man  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

******** 

MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 
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January  27: 


In  January  1988,  the  Museum  of  Science  expects  to  open  its  library 
on  Saturdays.  Librarian  Shaun  Hardy  will  lead  us  on  a  tour  and  high¬ 
light  the  books  and  periodicals  of  interest  to  birders. 


February  10: 


February  24 


Gordon  Batchellor,  Senior  Wildlife  Biologist,  will  update  his  study 
of  Common  Terns  in  Buffalo  Harbor. 

Mary  Ellen  Foley  of  St.  Catherines,  Ont .  will  report  on  the  second 
year  of  the  Peregrine  Falcon  Hacking  Project  in  Southern  Ontario. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 

sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 


******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D' Anna ,  2257  Cayuga 
Dr.  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer: 


Sharon  Sisti 
29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 


BACK  ISSUES 


Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Brad  Lown 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

E  PI TOR :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(  7  16  )  6  74  -4  3  6  5 
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THE  MONTH 

August  was  distinctly  normal  as  far  as  Buffalo  weather  data  goes.  The 
average  temperature,  68.9(F),  was  exactly  normal.  The  precipitation,  3.38  inches, 
was  slightly  below  the  norm  of  4.16  inches.  Even  the  percent  of  possible  sunshine, 
651,  was  only  one  percent  above  the  normal.  Yet,  August  was  marked  by  extremes. 
A  steamy  mid-month  heat  wave  finally  ended  on  the  23rd  with  the  passage  of  a  cold 
front.  Sharply  cooler  weather  then  remained  through  the  end  of  the  month. 

With  the  passage  of  the  cold  front,  the  passerines  poured  into  our  region 
where  they  were  particularly  in  evidence  along  the  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie.  A  BOS 
field  trip  into  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  on  the  23rd  yielded  14  species 
of  warblers  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  a  good  indicator  of  the  strength  of 
this  push  and  certainly  a  lot  of  fun  for  the  participants. 

The  earliest  migrant  of  the  month,  a  Northern  Waterthrush  seen  at  Tifft 
Farm  by  Francis  Rew  on  the  4th,  lost  the  "earliest-landbir d-migrant-of -the-season- 
award"  to  the  record-early  Tennessee  Warbler  seen  in  July. 

The  shorebird  migration  continued  in  August  with  most  of  the  sightings 
coming  from  the  Niagara  Peninsula  as  is  usually  the  case.  However,  this  is  in 
contrast  to  last  year  when  record  high  water  levels  on  the  great  lakes  forced  shore- 
birds  to  go  elsewhere.  With  the  slightly  reduced  water  levels  this  year,  they 
returned. 

By  August,  the  breeding  season  is  nearly  over  for  most  species  with  the 
notable  exceptions  being  Cedar  Waxwings  and  American  Goldfinches.  Vivian  Pitzrick 
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notes  that  the  waxwing  season  was  better  than  usual  but  that  the  goldfinch  nest¬ 
ings  were  down  50%  over  last  year.  I  wonder  if  this  is  reflected  by  the  USF&W 
Breeding  Bird  Surveys? 

August  was  an  exciting  month  afield  with  a  good  number  of  rarities. 
The  best  was  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  discovered  by  Marcya  Foster  and  Robert  Andrle  on 
the  15th  as  they  hiked  the  Bird  Island  Pier  at  the  head  of  the  Niagara  River  in 
Buffalo.  This  bird  even  had  the  decency  to  be  an  adult  light-phase  individual 
with  the  long  pointed  central  rectrices  still  intact!  Although  this  species  is 
seen  regularly  during  the  latter  half  of  August  on  Lake  Ontario,  its  occurrence 
on  Lake  Erie  at  any  time  is  much  less  frequent. 

Ring-necked  Marsh,  adjacent  to  the  Sour  Springs  Road  at  the  Iroquois 
NWR,  was  the  site  of  a  good  collection  of  shorebirds  this  August.  Among  them  was 
a  female  Western  Sandpiper  which  was  picked  out  by  Bill  Watson  on  the  30th  and 
subsequently  seen  by  David  and  Debra  Suggs  on  September  4th.  How  many  male  West¬ 
erns,  with  their  shorter  bills,  also  go  through  our  region  and  are  passed  off  as 
Semipalmateds ?  With  the  excellent  information  on  field  identification  that  is 
now  available,  there  should  be  more  and  more  records  and,  who  knows,  maybe  someone 
will  even  pick  out  one  of  the  Eurasian  Stints! 

On  the  28th,  Joe  Gula  Jr.  and  Joe  Gula  Sr.  spotted  a  Laughing  Gull  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor.  This  bird,  probably  a  juvenile,  is  intriguing  in  light  of  the 
rash  of  Laughing  Gull  sightings  at  this  location  in  recent  years.  Could  they  be 
breeding  somewhere  on  the  lake? 

The  sighting  of  a  Northern  Bobwhite  on  the  Tonawanda  WMA  by  Don  Endres 

raises  the  question  -  released  or  wild  bird?  Though  it  seems  more  likely  to  be 

a  release,  it  would  be  nice  to  get  a  confirmation  from  the  state  DEC.  This  is  the 
fourth  record  I  have  been  informed  of  for  the  region  this  year,  three  of  which 
have  originated  in  the  Iroquois  NWR  and  vicinity. 

While  Forster's  Terns  are  known  to  occur  in  our  region  during  August, 
Dave  Gagne's  sighting  of  34  individuals  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  30th  is  unpreci- 
dented.  Included  with  the  26  winter  and  juvenal  plumaged  Forster's  Terns  were 
eight  birds  still  in  breeding  plumage.  We  will  sorely  miss  the  reports  from  Dave 
Gagne,  a  skilled  and  dedicated  birder,  who  moved  to  Massachusetts  in  October. 

In  recent  years,  summer  sightings  of  Great  Egrets  at  the  Iroquois  NWR 
have  been  on  the  increase.  This  year  no  fewer  than  eight  were  seen  on  at  least 
one  day  in  each  of  the  summer  months.  It  appears,  however,  that  an  organized  search 

is  the  only  way  that  breeding  will  be  confirmed,  as  definite  evidence  is  still 

lacking . 


-92- 


Vol-  53,  No.  9  "The  Month"  cont. 


Before  I  sign  off,  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  the  dedi¬ 
cated  reporters  who  send  in  records  to  me.  In  particular  I  wish  to  thank  those 
who  report  on  a  regular  basis  for  it  is  their  sightings  that  are  the  backbone  of 
the  "Noteworthy  Records".  Even  though  a  number  of  reports  on  the  Dial-a-Bird  tape 
never  reach  my  mailbox,  our  records  are  still  fairly  complete.  This  is  a  tribute 
to  the  efforts  of  the  regular  reporters.  However,  I  am  still  aiming  for  perfection 
and,  thus,  I  urge  everyone  to  send  in  their  sightings. 

This  brings  me  to  one  other  important  subject  -  verification  reports.  It 
should  be  a  well  known  fact  that  reports  of  rare  species,  out  of  season  occur¬ 
rences,  and  unusual  numbers  must  be  accompanied  by  a  "write-up"  in  order  for  it 
to  be  accepted.  The  BOS  Date  Guide  lets  you  know  when  a  write-up  is  required  (except 
for  the  unusual  numbers  category).  Yet,  on  average,  we  lose  two  to  three  records 

per  month  because  no  verification  is  received.  So,  again,  send  in  your  records 
and  write  up  those  sightings  which  require  it.  Remember  also,  that  records  of 
early  arrivals  or  late  departures  are  just  as  important,  if  not  more  so,  than  those 
of  the  rare  "glamor"  species. 

Finally,  I  just  want  to  add  that  any  comments  along  with  your  sightings 
dealing  with  the  weather,  the  number  of  birds,  or  anything  else  are  always  welcome. 
Also,  in  the  summer  months  it  is  sometimes  difficult  for  me  to  distinguish  between 
a  breeding  bird  and  a  migrant.  So,  if  you  could  include  this  information,  as  some 
reporters  already  do,  it  would  help  greatly. 

Now,  peruse  and  enjoy  the  "Noteworthy  Records". 

Willie  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 


AUGUST  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1  9  84  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  that 
to  the  "  Da  t  e 
(  B  .  O  .  S  . 

files  of  the 


* 

F 

L 

(  f  ) 


Indicates 
I ndica  tes 
Indicates 
Indicates 


first  record  for  the  year, 

first  record  for  the  migration, 

last  record  for  the  migration, 

record  from  feeding  station. 


-93- 


Vol.  53,  No.  9  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Common  Loon 

29F 

1 

Porter  Twp.,L.  Ont . 

Gagne,  D'Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

11 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

McDonald 

26F , 29 

4,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

29 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D'Anna,  Gagne 

29 

1 

Porter  Twp.,L.  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Gagne 

Great  Egret 

8-25 

1-8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

9 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

29 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

30 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

30 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Green-w.  Teal 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

31 

1 

Tif f t  Farm  N . P . 

Watson 

Amer.  Black  Duck 

30 

2 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Gagne 

Northern  Pintail 

9 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  O'Donnel 

3  IF 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Northern  Shoveler 

29F 

2 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

American  Wigeon 

19 

2 

LaSalle  Pk ,  Bflo. 

D'Anna 

30 

2 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Gagne 

30 

23 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

19F 

1 

LaSalle  Pk. ,  Bflo. 

D' Anna 

30 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Oldsquaw 

11 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Me  Donald,  W&M  Barber 

Common  Goldeneye 

30 

1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

14-31 

1 

Cana da way  Cr .  N.S. 

Gula  Jr . &  Sr. 

Osprey 

29F 

2 

Tona wanda  WMA 

Endres 

30 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Bald  Eagle 

9 

2 ( 1  ad. , 1  imm. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

12 

2 ( imms . ) 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Me Donald 

16,27 

1 , 1 ( imms .  ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Northern  Harrier 

29 

2 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

2 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

11 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

30 

2 

Burgeson  W.S. 

D&D  Suggs 

31 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Cooper ' s  Hawk 

4 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

16 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

16-29 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

30 

2 

Burgeson  W.S. 

D&D  Suggs,  Gagne 

Red-should.  Hawk 

30 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

D&D  Suggs,  Gagne 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

3  OF 

1 

Gainsborough  Twp. ,Qnt. 

Andrle  et  al 

Black-bell.  Plover 

9F 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

23 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P 

BOS  (Byron) 

23 

7 

Moulton  Twp., Ont. 

BOS  (Byron) 

♦Lesser  Golden  Plover 

2  7F , 2  9 

5,4 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

30 

1 

Moulton  Twp., Ont. 

Andcrle  et  al 

30 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

D&D  Suggs ,  Gagne 

Semipalm.  Plover 

9 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

11 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

McDonald 

Willet 

11F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle,  Foster 

Upland  Sandpiper 

9 

7 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 
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Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

11 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

McDonald 

*Red  Knot 

22F 

1 

St .  Da vid '  s ,  Ont . 

D&D  Suggs 

30 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

♦Western  Sandpiper 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

3  OF 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

*Baird's  Sandpiper 

25F 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew 

29 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

30 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

54 

Batavia  Twp. 

Keller 

(  Max . 

count  for  the 

month  -  7  other  reports  throughout 

the  region. ) 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Moshers 

23 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

D' Anna 

30 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*Red-necked  Phalarope  23F 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

BOS ( Byron ) D'  Anna 

25 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

J&J  Thill 

*Parasitic  Jaeger 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle,  Foster 

Little  Gull 

15F 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle,  Foster 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

2 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D'  Anna 

11 

6 

Fort  Erie  ,  Ont . 

McDonald 

Caspian  Tern 

8,27,29 

4,5,4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

9 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

9,17,31 

2,1,4 

Barcelona  Harbor  . 

Sundell 

29 

5 

Porter  Twp. L., Ont. 

Gagne  et  al 

Forster's  Tern 

15F 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle,  Foster 

16 ,17,31 

7,3,5 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

23,27,29 

10,6,11 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

30 

34 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gagne 

Black  Tern 

9 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

11 

2 

Fort  Erie  ,  Ont . 

Me  Do  na  1  d 

22 

60 

Buffalo 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Nighthawk 

16F 

11 

Buffalo 

Hess 

29 

60 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

29 

5 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Gagne 

30 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

16,29 

1,1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

12  F 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  23F 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Tufted  Titmouse 

4-26 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

15 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

29 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Gagne  et  al 

Brown  Creeper 

19 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr ick 

23F 

1 

Tif f t  Farm  N. P . 

D&D  Suggs 

29 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Gagne,  D'Anna 

Winter  Wren 

22 

1 

Woodend  Cons. Area,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

4-19 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

11F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

W&M  Barber 

25 

1 

Cana da way  Cr  .  N.S. 

Gula ,  Jr. 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-31 

1-19 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

9 

2 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

29 

5 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

29,30 

2,2 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird  August 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Swainson's  Thrush 

2  IF 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

23 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS  (Byron) 

N.  Mockingbird 

22 

6 

St .  David' s ,  Ont . 

D&D  Suggs 

Solitary  Vireo 

18 

pH 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

30F 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Gagne 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

23F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

23F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  N.P.' 

D&D  Suggs 

23F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS  (Byron) 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

17F 

2 

Bourne's  Beach 

Sundell 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter 

Tennessee  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Bourne's  Beach 

Sundell 

23 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS  ( Byron ) 

Nashville  Warbler 

22F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

23 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

D&D  Suggs 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

11F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

17 

1 

Bourne ' s  Beach 

Sundell 

Magnolia  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

19 

2 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

Cape  May  Warbler 

23F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS ( Byron ) 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

23F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS ( Byron ) 

31 

1 

Tifft  Farm  N.P. 

Watson 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

23F 

2 

Pt.  Gratiot 

Gula ,  Jr . 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Bourne's  Beach 

Sundell 

30 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

29F 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

11F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

Andr le 

23 

2 

Tifft  Farm  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

American  Redstart 

11F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

N.  Waterthrush 

4  F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  N.P. 

Rew 

26 

1 

Cana da way  Cr.  N.S. 

Mosher,  Chilton 

La.  Waterthrush 

17F 

3 

Borune ' s  Beach 

Sundell 

Wilson's  Warbler 

23F 

4 

Tifft  Farm  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

23F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

BOS ( Byron ) 

31 

1 

Tifft  Farm  N.P. 

Watson 

Canada  Warbler 

11F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andr le 

15 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

3 

2 

Batavia  Twp. 

Keller  et  al 

8 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

Species,  subspecies 

& 

hybr i ds 

previously  recorded . . 

. 253 

Species,  subspecies 

& 

hybrids 

recorded 

this  issue . . 

.  7 

To ta 1  for  year . 

. 260 

******** 
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FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

Surprising  Nest-Finding  Contest  Results 

by  Vivian  Pitzrick 

The  outcome  of  the  1987  Nest-Finding  Contest  between  Elizabeth  Brooks 
and  Yours  Truly  is  still  unbelievable,  tho '  Betsy  says  it's  so.  The  loser  did 
so  well,  making  so  many  exceptional  finds  that  special  recognition  is  due,  espe¬ 
cially  in  view  of  the  pre-arranged  point  system  and  rules  for  the  game  which  might 
have  produced  a  different  conclusion. 

Early  in  the  season  Betsy  sent  me  a  weekly  report:  "5  Great  Horned  Owl 

nests....  7  Great  Horners,  and  finally  a  total  9  GH  nests"!  Then  her  Red-tailed 

Hawk  results  began  to  trickle  in,  on  postcards  with  drawings  of  the  nests  for  that 
week..  She  had  so  many  Red-tails  at  the  end  that  a  postcard  wouldn't  hold  them: 
not  10  --  not  15  --  but  2  8 1 

Meanwhile,  my  list  wasn't  even  off  the  ground,  and  with  defeat  staring 
me  in  the  face,  it  seemed  the  better  part  of  valor  to  relax  and  enjoy  the  season, 
since  there  are  always  keenly  anticipated  surprises  out  there  just  waiting. 

Even  after  such  an  overwhelming  beginning,  Betsy  had  only  begun,  for 

later  she  documented  nests  of  five  species  new  to  both  of  us  (at  135  points  each): 

Canada  Goose,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Marsh  Wren,  Yellow-throated  Vireo  and  Cerulean 
Warbler  besides  a  Tufted  Titmouse  which  was  new  for  her.  Soon  she  added  to  her 
list  five  more  raptor  species,  a  sapsucker.  Great-crested  Flycatcher  and  three 
crows.  At  the  same  time,  my  Barn  Owl  and  Black  Tern  nests  were  new  for  both  of 
us  but  the  Tern  made  no  points  since  it  was  outside  New  York  State,  and  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  list  a  Great  Blue  Heron  colony,  a  Wood  Duck,  Broad-winged  Hawk, 
Woodcock,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  two  Chimney  Swifts,  seven  Least  Flycatchers,  72 

Tree  Swallows,  74  Bluebirds  and  two  Indigo  Buntings  to  help  even  the  score. 

Only  by  exceptional  management  skill  did  Betsy  find  time  for  field  work 
since  she  was  off  around  the  country  on  the  tennis  circuit  with  her  remarkably 
successful  son.  Mine  was  a  different  distraction  centering  around  our  new  garden 
tractor  which  tempted  me  to  mow  not  just  the  lawn  and  Christmas  tree  plantation 
but  all  the  remaining  three  acres  here,  keeping  me  out  of  the  field  except  to  moni¬ 
tor  my  bluebird  trail  of  some  166  boxes  this  year  and  tediously  compile  records 
from  it.  Deepening  the  discouragement  over  our  contest  was  the  thought,  "How  can 
bluebird  nests  at  nine  points  each  and  Tree  Swallows'  at  three  compete  with  Red- 
tails'  at  45  and  Great  Horners'  at  75?" 

Very  often  in  these  contests  Betsy  is  way  ahead  eafi^y  in  the  season, 
but  toward  the  end,  goldfinch  nests  help  me  to  catch  up.  This  year,  goldfinch 

numbers  were  down  50%  compared  with  last  year,  and  I  had  a  new  concern:  Would 

I  even  find  the  usual  500  nests  I  try  for  each  year?  Although  the  waxwings  helped 
as  their  numbers  were  much  better  than  last  year,  they're  pretty  small  potatoes 

beside  a  Sharpie,  Goshawk,  Yellow-throated  Vireo  and  Cerulean  Warbler. 

To  sum  it  all  up,  the  season  should  have  ended  with  a  tie  with  Betsy's 
many  unusual  nests  balancing  my  few  rare  ones  and  sheer  abundance  of  numbers. 
However,  actual  results  show  Betsy  documenting  207  nests  of  47  species  with  5790 
points,  while  I  recorded  527  nests  of  49  species  with  7190  points.  (The  grand 
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Nest-Finding  Contest,  cont. 

total  we  have  documented*  together  since  we  began  is  10,415  nests  of  114  species. ) 
( *for  Cornell's  Laboratory  of  Ornithology.) 

During  the  year,  this  contest  often  keeps  us  going  when  field  work  gets 
to  be  drudgery,  as  then  we  think  of  the  other  also  out  there  just  as  tired,  dis¬ 
couraged  and  insect-bitten  as  we  are.  It  is  a  rare  privilege. in  this  nest-hunting 
to  have  someone  who  is  so  good  at  it  as  to  spur  you  on  to  do  your  best.  Although 
it  is  hard  to  find  anyone  who  truly  understands  the  disappointments  as  well  as 
the  occasional  joyful  triumphs  you  experience  and  how  the  finding  of  even  a  robin 
nest  is  a  thrill,  it  is  yet  more  unusual  when  this  person,  although  a  rival,  re¬ 
joices  not  only  over  her  own  exciting  discoveries  but  also  when  you  find  something 
exceptional . 


Vivian  Pitzrick 
Amity  Lake 
Belmont,  N.Y.  14813 

*** 

Amity  Lake  Bluebird  Trail  1987 
E.  Bluebird  Nestings,  Vivian  M.  Pitzrick 
Amity  Lake,  Belmont,  N.Y.  14813 

Number  of  boxes:  105  +  20+  of  neighbors 
Number  of  boxes  used  by  bluebirds:  58 


Summary 


Total  Nestings  74 

Pairs  nesting  once  11 

G , K , S , V , X , EE , GG , HH , 1 1 , J  J , KK 

Pairs  nesting  twice  18 

A,B,D,F,J,M,P,Q,T,U,W,Y,Z, 

AA , BB , CC , DD , FF . 

Pairs  nesting  three  times  5 

C  ,  L  ,  N  ,  R  ,  I 

Pairs  nesting  four  times  3 

E  .  H ,  O 

Total  eggs  281 

averaging  4.53  per  clutch 

Infertile  eggs  25 

found  in  12  nests 
Pair  I  had  3  clutches, 

5  eggs, 5  eggs  and  4  eggs 


respectively,  all  infertile 


Total 

Pairs 

37 

Total 

young  fledged  ( 

177 

Nestings  successful 

41 

or  55% 

Pairs  fledging  at  least 


one  brood 

28 

Pairs  fledging 

two  broods 

13 

Total  Blowfly  Larvae 

2153 

found  in  36  nests 
Ave.  per  nest  59.94 


No.  nests  with  eggs 

Ave.  per  nest  4.53 

62 

No.  nests  with  young 
(eggs  hatched) 

Ave.  per  nest  4.40 

48 
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Summary  of  Bluebird  Nestings,  cont. 


Total  young  died  in  nests 
found  in  seven  nests 

Nests  with  white  eggs 

Pairs:  C(2  nests),  J(2  n. ) 
FF( 2  n.  ) 


13  Total  young  in  nests 

Some  young  disappeared  or 

.  or  were  lost  to  various 

6 

causes  (see  below) 


Causes  of  Failures 


Unknown  predator  5 
House  Wreijis  2 

Deserted  8 

Some  may  have 
been  practice 
nests  (Pair  bonding?) 


Raccoon 

Weather 

Blowfly 


5 

2 

1 


Tree  Swallow 
Human  Activity 
Infertile  eggs 
Unknown 

Hole  down  thru 
nest.  1  dead 
young  at  bottom 


5 

1 

3 


******** 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Possible  Amherst  Island  Owl  and  Hawk  Trip:  We  are  leaving  open  time 
in  February  and  March  in  case  there  is  a  worthwhile  incursion  of 
raptors  on  Amherst  Island,  near  Kingston,  Ontario,  265  miles  from 
Buffalo.  All  trip  information  was  printed  in  The  Prothonotar y ,  Vol. 
50,  March  and  April  1984.  Interested  members  can  contact  Bill  Burch. 
Both  weekend  and  mid-week  overnight  trips  are  being  considered. 


February  6:  Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  see  gulls  and  waterfowl 

attracted  by  open  water  there;  also,  tour  the  countryside.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisureland.  Leaders:  Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348) 

and  Terry  Mosher  of  LEBC. 


February  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti, 

near  the  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the  first 
waterfront  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side,  upriver  from  the  Peace 
Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541)  and  Wavel  Barber 

(  683-3061  ) . 

March  6:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  N.Y.  and  lower  river. 

Meet  at  Tops  Market  parking  lot  in  Lewiston  at  8:30  a.m.  Leader 
Willie  D'Anna. 


March  27:  Sunday.  BOS  trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at 

8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (833- 
1044  ) . 

April  9:  Saturday.  Audubon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citi¬ 

bank,  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  10:  Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler. 
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April  17:  Sunday.  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada 

on  QEW.  Trip  may  include  bluebirds,  plus  shorebirds  at  Smithville 

Lagoon.  Destination:  Beamer  Conservation  Area  on  escarpment  above 

Grimsby.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  ( Hwy  62).  Or 
go  directly  to  Beamer.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 


April  24:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS . 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  We  will  join  the 
GOS  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike 
Zebehazy  (655-4777)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  8:  Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  &  Times  Beach.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m. 

in  Tifft  Farm  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers  and 
other  migrants.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 


May  15: 


Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch, 
Field  Trips  Committee  Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

******** 


B.O.S.  MEETINGS  FOR  1988 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


February  10:  GORDON  BACHELOR  --  NYS  DEC  will  give  us  an  update  on  the  status 

of  Common  Terns  in  our  area  following  analysis  of  1987  field  season 
results . 

February  24:  MARY  ELLEN  FOLEY  --  Niagara  Peninsula  Field  Naturalists  will  present 

a  program  outlining  the  1987  Peregrine  Falcon  hacking  program  in 
Ontario . 


April  13: 


May  11: 


May  25: 
June  8: 


WILLIAM  COLSMAN  --  Nature  photographer  from  Rochester  to  present 
a  slide  program  illustrating  birding  hot-spots  and  birds  of  the 
Genesee  River  Basin. 


or 

Slides  of  exotic  birds  of  Kenya  and  the  Yucatan. 

DR.  DAVID  STEADMAN  --  NYS  Museum  in  Albany  will  discuss  the  fascin¬ 
ating  finds  of  feathers  and  bones  dating  back  to  10,000  B.P.  at 
the  Hiscock  Site  (BSNS  dig)  at  Byron,  N.Y.  (May  11  date  is  tenta¬ 
tive  .  ) 

APRIL  COUNT  REPORT 

Annual  Picnic  meeting  at  Fort  Erie  &  May  Count  Report. 
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September  14 : 


September  28: 


November 
(3rd 
Wed.  ) 


16  : 


MEMBER'S  NIGHT  --  Bring  your  slides  and/or  stories  from  summer  bird- 
ing  experiences. 

RICHARD  KNAPTON  --  Nature  Expedition  Guide  from  Ridgeway,  Ontario 
will  present  a  program  on  the  Double-crested  Cormorants  of  Manitoba. 

*  *  * 

PETER  GRANT  --  Author  and  international  authority  on  Gulls  will 
address  a  joint  meeting  of  area  bird  and  nature  clubs  sponsored 
by  the  Niagara  Falls  Nature  Club  to  be  held  at  the  Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario  Collegiate  Auditorium. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 

sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 


******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D' Anna ,  2257  Cayuga 
Dr.  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  the  Treasurer: 


Sharon  Sisti 
29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 


BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Brad  Lown 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

E  PI TOR :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 


-101- 


Return  Postage  Guaranteed 
BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  14211 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
Permit  No.  4  1  2 


■  r r  t  t  n  i\!  P,  D I V 1 S 1 OM 
A  U  Q  U  X  X  'KlK.  i  j  p  p  a  R  V 
ALBERT  R.  MftNN ■  LIW 

TTHACA  NY 


PB@7Kl©IK)©TrAIB¥ 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

•M-Bt'RT  R.  MANlSi 
LIBRARY 

APR  1  5  1<Mfl 
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NUMBER  10 


THE  MONTH 


WEATHER:  September's  unusually  rainy  weather  dropped  down  from  the  north  pushing 
a  large  number  of  migrants  into  our  area.  Buffalo  saw  the  sun  on  only  nine  days  dur¬ 
ing  the  month,  but  from  the  field  reports  it  could  have  been  90.  The  rainstorm  on 
the  8th  accounted  for  half  the  month's  5.32  inches  of  rainfall,  which  exceeded  the 
norm  by  almost  2  inches.  The  average  temperature  of  66°  (F)  was  less  than  one  degree 
higher  than  normal.  The  cool  weather  toward  the  end  of  the  month  brought  sunshine 
and  good  birding. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  On  the  3rd,  Terry  Mosher  and  Bob  Sundell  observed  the  Laughing 
Gull  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  which  the  Gulas  reported  in  August.  David  and  Deborah  Suggs 
saw  the  Western  Sandpiper  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  4th.  Terry 
Mosher  saw  the  Brewster's  Warbler  at  Iroquois  NWR  on  the  4th.  The  B.O.S.  field  trip 
located  a  Mute  Swan  off  Times  Beach  on  the  5th.  Don  Endres  reported  the  first  ever 
recorded  Forster's  Tern  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Betsy  Potter,  Willie 
D'Anna  and  Bill  Watson  observed  a  Merlin  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  the  19th. 
Dave  Gagne  spotted  the  first  Franklin's  Gull  of  the  migration  on  the  24th.  Bob  Andrle 
spent  time  observing  a  Long-billed  Dowitcher  in  Eden  from  the  27th  to  the  30th.  The 
month  was  notable  for  both  the  number  of  first  migration  arrivals  among  the  ducks 
and  for  the  late  migrants  among  the  perching  birds.  Dave  Gagne  spotted  the  first 
Greater  Scaup  on  the  25th.  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found  White-winged  Scoter 
and  Surf  Scoter  on  the  2  5th  and  26th.  Species  of  the  Tyrannidae  family  were  observed 
on  different  dates  from  the  10th  through  the  27th.  Gagne  saw  the  first  Pine,  Warbler 
of  the  migration  on  the  24th,  while  on  that  same  day  Lucille  Neveu  saw  the  last  Mourn¬ 
ing  Warbler.  These  are  merely  highlights  from  the  many  reports  received  for  the  month. 
They  are  typical  of  the  varied  experiences  of  the  numerous  observers  in  the  field. 

VERIFICATION  REPORTS:  All  verification  reports,  whether  accepted  or  not,  were  out¬ 
standing.  An  excerpt  from  Betsy  Potter's  accepted  Merlin  report  is:  "...When  it 
landed  I  noted  the  upper  parts  were  a  solid  dark  color  which  seemed  gray-brown  to 
me.  The  head  which  was  in  three  quarter  view  much  of  the  time  had  a  definite  though 
indistinct  malar  stripe.  The  area  behind  the  stripe  and  before  the  back  of  the  head 
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was  cream  colored  but  flecked  with  a  dark  color... The  Kestral's  upper  parts  are  not 
a  solid  color  in  the  male  and  the  female  would  have  appeared  a  bit  rufous.  Also, 
the  Kestral  has  two  malar  stripes  which  give  it  the  appearance  of  having  a  helmet 
on ....  " 


Robert  Andrle's  Long-billed  Dowitcher  report  was  rich  in  detail:  "...They  had  grayish 

heads  with  prominent  white  supercil iares  -  crowns  however,  were  streaked  and  tinged 
reddish-brown.  When  they  flew,  the  streak  of  white  up  the  back  was  prominent.  Backs 
were  brown  with  feathers  showing  rusty  edges.  Tails  of  both  had  black  and  white  cross¬ 
bars,  the  black  bars  considerably  wider  than  the  white.  Their  tertials  were  plain 
brownish,  unlike  the  rusty  pattern  on  immature  Short-bills.  They  had  some  tinge  of 
brownish  on  the  breast,  but  were  rather  gray  overall  on  head  and  neck...." 

Verification  reports  were  also  submitted  by  Bob  Sundell,  Terry  Mosher,  Bill  Watson, 
Don  Endres ,  Dave  Gagne,  and  Willie  D'Anna. 


UNOFFICIAL  RECORDS:  Dial-a-bird  reported  an  impressive  Common  Nighthawk  migration 

during  September.  It  also  reported  the  Peregrine  Falcon  that  frequented  the  Dun  Build¬ 
ing  in  downtown  Buffalo,  and  Whimbrel  at  Tifft  Farm.  A  few  of  our  members  studied 
a  grebe  in  an  unusual  molt,  but  were  not  able  to  conclusively  determine  that  it  was 
an  Eared  Grebe. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bill  Watson,  Bob  Andrle,  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy 

Potter,  Don  Endres,  Dave  Freeland,  Dave  Gagne,  Kathy  Hentz,  Paul  Hess,  Walter  and 
Harriette  Klabunde ,  Terry  Mosher,  Lucille  Neveu ,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Olga  Rosche ,  and 
Robert  Sundell  for  your  September  reports. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

******** 


SEPTEMBER  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Common  Loon 

19 

2 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

23 

2 

over  Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

23 

3 

over  Times  Beach, Buf 

. Andrle 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

19 

8 

Rock  Point  PP 

Watson  et  al 

22 

105 

off  Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

26 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

30 

20 

Niagara  Falls 

Freeland 

American  Bittern 

3 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

Least  Bittern 

2 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

5 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hentz  (BOS) 

Great  Egret 

5-27 

6-24 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

9 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Gagne 

12 ,27 

10,17 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

20 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell  et  al 

21,24 

23,17 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

5 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Hentz  (BOS) 

19 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

27F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres , Watson 

al 
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Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Pintail 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

21 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

27 

31 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

28 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

3F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne  et  al 

28 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Redhead 

23F 

3 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

24 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

Ring-necked  Duck 

21,23,24 

3,1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Greater  Scaup 

25F 

10 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Gagne 

30 

11  + 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

Lesser  Scaup 

30 

450 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

Surf  Scoter 

26F 

4 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne, D' Anna  et  al 

White-w.  Scoter 

2  5F  ,  2  6 

5,36 

Porter  Twp.,L.  Ont . 

Gagne  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

3F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

5 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hentz  (BOS) 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

21 

1 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna , Potter 

Red-br .  Merganser 

3  OF 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Ruddy  Duck 

25F 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Gagne 

Osprey 

11  reports 

throughout 

the  region  Sept.  1-29. 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1 ( imm .  ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

19,20 

1  ( ad .  ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Northern  Harrier 

15 

2 

Hermitage 

O.  Rosche 

22 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Gagne 

23 

1 

over  Times  Beach, Bflo.  Andrle 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

6  reports 

throughout 

the  region  Sept.  10-30 

• 

Cooper's  Hawk 

4 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Red-should.  Hawk 

9 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Gagne 

Merlin 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Potter  et  al 

Ruffed  Grouse 

22 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Virginia  Rail 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne  et  al 

Black-b.  Plover 

13 

18 

Moulton  Twp., Ont. 

Andrle ,  Gregory 

19,23 

3,2 

Royalton  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

27 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

L.  Golden  Plover 

2,22 

1 . 1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

13 

3 

Moulton  Twp., Ont. 

Andrle ,  Gregory 

19,23 

13.14 

Royalton  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

21 

1 

Fredonia 

Mosher 

27 

13 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

Red  Knot 

6 

3 

Rose  Hill ,Ont . 

Andrle,  Gregory 

13 

2 

Rock  Point  PP 

Andrle , Gregory 

24 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne 

Sanderling 

23 

92 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne 

Maximum  count 

for  the  month. 

Western  Sandpiper 

4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

27 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

Rose  Hill ,  Ont . 

Andrle , Gregory 

9 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Gagne 

13 

2 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Andrle , Gregory 

23 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne 
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Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Dunlin 

26F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

Gagne  et  al 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Long-b.  Dowitcher 

27-30 

2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

Common  Snipe 

21 

50 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

Maximum  count 

for  the  month. 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

3L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne  et  al 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

26 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne  et  al 

Laughing  Gull 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Sundell 

Franklin's  Gull 

24  F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Gagne 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Freeland 

Little  Gull 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna 

23,24 ,26 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Gagne  et  al 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Caspian  Tern 

7 

17 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gagne 

13L 

2 

Rock  Point  PP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Forster's  Tern 

3 

3-4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Sundell 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

9,24  ,26 

1,1/2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Gagne 

10 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Gagne 

13 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Andrle ,  Gregory 

17 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle ,  Foster 

Black  Tern 

9,24 

16,1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Gagne 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

3 

1 

Stockton 

Sundell 

20 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Nighthawk 

7 

37 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

30 

2 

Goat  Island 

D'  Anna  ,  Potter 

Whip-poor-will 

24 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

Gagne 

Ruby-t .  Hummingbird 

24 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

12,27 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

21F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

24 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

6 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

2  0L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Least  Flycatcher 

2  7L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'  Anna 

Great-cr.  Flycatcher 

19L 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Mosher  et  al 

19L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Kingbird 

10L 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gagne 

Bank  Swallow 

21L 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

Gagne 

Barn  Swallow 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Tufted  Titmouse 

24-30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

28,29 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

8  reports 

throughout  the 

region  Sept.  11-30. 

Carolina  Wren 

9 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

10 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Gagne 

Winter  Wren 

2  OF 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

24 

10 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

20F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'  Anna , Potter 

23 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

24 

60 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 
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Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

10F 

1 

Canadaway  CR.  NS 

Gagne 

11-30 

1-3 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

5L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hent z  ( BOS  ) 

Eastern  Bluebird 

6  reports  from 

Niagara 

and  Allegany  Co.'s, 

Sept.  1-30. 

Veery 

2  7L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potte 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

10F 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Gagne 

15 

2 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

6  other  reports 

from  the  lake  plain.  Sept. 

17-30. 

Kermit  Thrush 

21F 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Gagne 

29 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andr le 

Brown  Thrasher 

16 

11 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Water  Pipit 

23 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

27 

10 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

Solitary  Vireo 

21 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Warbling  Vireo 

21L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

21L  3 

Latest  report  of  the  month 

Porter  Twp . ; 

Gagne 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

18L 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

"Brewster’s  Warbler" 

iL 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

26F 

2 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

26F 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Northern  Parula 

19F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

21 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Gagne 

26 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne  et  al 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls ,  Ont 

.  Freeland 

Yellow  Warbler 

2  0L 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell  et  al 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

5 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hentz  (BOS) 

Pine  Warbler 

24  F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

Prairie  Warbler 

4  (  P  DBA  )  * 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

Palm  Warbler 

16F 

L 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Watson 

24 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

3 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne  et  al 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

3 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne  et  al 

N.  Waterthrush 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

19 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Potter 

Mourning  Warbler 

24L 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Wilson's  Warbler 

19 

8 

Ft.  Erie-Rock  Point, Ont.  Watson  et 

Canada  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Four  Mile  Crk.  SP 

Gagne 

Indigo  Bunting 

1-29L 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr ick 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

14F,26 ,30 

1,1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

25,26 

1,2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Gagne  et  al 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

10F 

2 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Gagne 

10F 

1 

Canadaway  Cr .  NS 

Gagne 

12 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

26 

6 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D'Anna  et  al 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

22F 

1 

Silver  Creek(f) 

Neveu 

25-30 

2-6 

Amity  Twp. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Bobolink 

24L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Gagne 

Rusty  Blackbird 

24  F 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gagne 

27 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Pine  Siskin 

24F ,25 ,26 

1,1,7 

Porter  Twp. 

Gagne 

*  Previously  documented 

breeding 

area  . 
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cont . 


Name  of  Bird 


September 


Number  Location 


Observers 


Pine  Siskin  (cont.) 


27 

30 


5  Jamestown  Sundell 

3  Willoughby  Twp.fOnt.  Freeland 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 260 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  3 

Total  for  year . ..263 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 
1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


* 

F 

L 

(  f  ) 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 
Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


******** 


ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

SPRING  1987  HAWK  MIGRATION  AT  GRIMSBY,  HAMBURG  AND  RIPLEY 

by:  Walter  Klabunde 

The  lookouts  in  Grimsby,  Ont .  were  manned  92  days,  7  in  February  and 

85  from  1  March  through  31  May.  In  spite  of  more  hours  (682)  of  observation,  only 
10,508  hawks  were  recorded  yielding  a  new  seasonal  low  of  15.3  hawks /hour  or  114 /day. 
The  median  hawks  per  day  was  53.  Wind  data  for  the  twelve  highest  count  days  show 
that  the  prevailing  wind  on  nine  days  were  in  the  NNW-ENE  quadrant,  with  the  velo¬ 
city  ranging  from  3-13  mph .  Basically,  the  low  count  was  caused  by  unfavorable 
strong  SW  winds  when  the  push  was  on  for  the  major  migration  of  Broadwings  and 

Sharpshins .  On  the  27th  and  29th  of  April,  238  raptors  were  recorded  going  west 
at  Grimsby  while  55,303  were  observed  going  east  at  Braddock  Bay.  Thus  0.4%  went 
west  versus  99.6%  going  east.  Over  eight  years  the  ratio  of  east  to  west  migra¬ 
tion  has  averaged  3.5  to  1.  Thus  it  can  be  reasoned  that  12,000  raptors  went  east 
instead  of  west  because  of  unfavorable  winds  on  these  two  days  -  the  difference 
between  record  high  seasonal  totals  and  record  low.  Even  so,  record  high  totals 
were  amassed  for  Turkey  Vultures,  Northern  Harriers,  Cooper's  Hawks  and  Merlin. 

Only  the  totals  for  Sharpshins  and  Broadwings  were  new  lows .  It  should  be  noted 

that  25  of  the  Harriers  actually  migrated  east,  which  is  about  normal. 

The  Hamburg  lookouts  were  manned  17  days  between  1  March  and  10  May. 

In  57  hours  1,057  hawks  were  observed  for  an  average  of  19.1  hawks /hour  or  64 /day. 

The  median  count  per  day  was  48.  Although  130%  more  hours  were  spent  at  the  look¬ 
outs  than  in  1986,  only  40%  more  hawks  were  recorded.  Obviously,  Roberta  McDonald 
needs  a  lot  more  assistance  if  the  potential  of  the  Hamburg  area  is  to  be  realized. 

At  Ripley,  N.Y.,  Fran  Rew,  Lois  Buck  and  John  Luensman  covered  the  look¬ 
outs  49  days  from  27  February  through  17  May  for  a  total  of  259  hours.  A  total 

of  7,860  raptors  were  recorded  equal  to  30.4  hawks /hour  or  160/day.  The  median 
number  per  day  was  126.  The  increase  in  coverage  was  50%.  The  hawks  per  hour 
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Spring  1987  Hawk  Watch  Report,  cont. 


was  essentially  unchanged  while  the  median/day  increased  18%.  The  wind  data  for 
the  twelve  highest  count  days  show  that  10  are  in  the  S-W  quadrant  with  wind  speeds 
generally  8-18  mph.  The  number  of  Turkey  Vultures  in  the  season  as  well  as  the 
peak  flight  of  611  on  10  April  was  impressive.  The  only  mystery  is  how  equally 
large  numbers  of  Sharpshins ,  Redshoulders  ,  Broadwings  and  Redtails  managed  to  fly 
undetected  -  possibly  up  in  the  hills? 


Species  Key 


TV  -  Turkey  Vulture 

OS  -  Osprey 

BE  -  Bald  Eagle 

NH  -  Northern  Harrier 

SS  -  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

UR  -  Unidentified  Raptor 


CH  -  Cooper's  Hawk 
NG  -  Northern  Goshawk 
RS  -  Red-should.  Hawk 
BW  -  Broadwinged  Hawk 
RT  -  Red-tailed  Hawk 


RL  -  Rough-legged  Hawk 
GE  -  Golden  Eagle 
AK  -  American  Kestrel 
PF  -  Peregrine  Falcon 
ML  -  Merlin 


1987  Hawk  Count  at  Grimsby 

Beamer  and  Plains  (P)  +  Air  Park  (A)  +7  Bedford  Park  Dr.  (B) 


Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

UR 

TOTAL 

February 

11 

2 . 0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

20 

2 . 0 

2 

2 

21 

3.0 

3 

3 

23 

1.0 

2 

2 

25 

5.0 

20 

1 

21 

26 

5.0 

1 

15 

16 

27 

5.0 

30 

1 

31 

Total 

23 . 0 

1 

1 

1 

72 

4 

2 

81 

March 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

UR 

TOTAL 

01 

0 

Fog 

& 

Rain 

02 

0 

Snow 

'  Showers 

& 

High 

Winds 

03 

6 . 5 

4 

4 

04 

7.5 

1 

24 

1 

1 

27 

05+P 

9.3 

103 

1 

9 

113 

06+P 

9.2 

1 

2 

1 

33 

3 

2 

42 

07 

8.0 

1 

39 

2 

2 

44 

08 

10.0 

2 

7 

3 

100 

706 

5 

10 

36 

869 

09 

6.5 

1 

1 

10 

6.5 

1 

3 

4 

11 

7.0 

3 

1 

23 

132 

3 

2 

164 

12 

7.0 

1 

1 

2 

5 

41 

1 

51 

13 

6.5 

14 

130 

3 

147 

14 

7.5 

1 

3 

3 

5 

3 

106 

134 

3 

1 

14 

273 

15 

7.0 

2 

4 

27 

1 

1 

35 

16 

6 . 0 

1 

1 

11 

2 

1 

16 

17 

7.6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

29 

33 

18 

8.1 

1 

3 

16 

74 

2 

96 

19 

8.0 

1 

3 

21 

66 

1 

92 

20 

7.5 

2 

3 

57 

1 

63 

21 

8.0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

22 

63 

1 

15 

108 
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Spring 

1987 

Hawk 

Watch  Report 

,  cont . 

( Grimsby 

,  Ont 

•  ) 

Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

UR 

TOTAL 

March 

-  cont 

• 

22 

8.5 

1 

1 

3 

11 

137 

167 

2 

322 

23 

7.5 

3 

6 

44 

87 

3 

143 

24 

7.3 

1 

3 

16 

14 

137 

150 

1 

1 

1 

324 

2  5+P 

9.1 

61 

11 

3 

34 

47 

1 

14 

171 

26 

7.3 

16 

1 

5 

1 

8 

5 

3 

39 

27 

8.5 

31 

2 

30 

2 

1 

16 

22 

1 

2 

3 

1 

111 

28 

8.5 

14 

5 

81 

19 

108 

101 

1 

5 

4 

338 

29 

9.0 

14 

1 

13 

169 

22 

2 

25 

55 

3 

3 

6 

313 

30 

4 . 0 

Rain 

-  Fog  & 

Drizzle 

0 

31 

0 

Snow  - 

10" 

0 

Total 

213.4 

142 

1 

39 

331 

102 

11 

82  7 

2311 

35 

2 

35 

107 

3943 

Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PG 

UR 

Total 

April 

01 

4 . 5 

2 

1 

14 

4 

14 

35 

02+ A 

4 . 8 

11 

3 

2 

1 

17 

03 +A 

12 . 0 

80 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

6 

2 

99 

04 

0 

Rain 

0 

05 

4 . 0 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

06 

0 

Rain 

0 

07 

7.3 

16 

1 

9 

2 

1 

25 

1 

55 

08+A 

11.6 

11 

1 

8 

18 

5 

1 

15 

86 

5 

17 

167 

09 

7.3 

57 

2 

19 

1 

1 

21 

1 

5 

107 

10 

8.8 

171 

1 

7 

144 

6 

2 

3 

49 

7 

1 

1 

4 

396 

11+A 

12 . 5 

345 

1 

2 

14 

315 

7 

3 

5 

42 

8 

2 

744 

12 

4 . 0 

16 

1 

17 

13 

7.5 

30 

2 

71 

15 

3 

7 

142 

2 

1 

9 

6 

288 

14 

8.8 

30 

1 

5 

130 

9 

1 

2 

44 

1 

223 

15 

7.5 

2 

1 

1 

5 

74 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

91 

16 

5.3 

2 

3 

43 

2 

2 

16 

2 

70 

17 

10.0 

3 

4 

28 

2 

1 

2 

1 

24 

1 

4 

70 

18 

8.4 

4 

1 

20 

87 

1 

10 

23 

12 

2 

5 

165 

19 

10.0 

2 

2 

2 

64 

2 

1 

1 

4 

13 

2 

3 

3 

99 

2  0+A 

10.2 

2 

10 

72 

1 

10 

19 

3 

2 

2 

121 

21+B 

8.9 

10 

3 

19 

86 

1 

105 

29 

4 

1 

2 

1 

21 

282 

22+A 

11.8 

1 

2 

3 

31 

1 

89 

20 

2 

19 

168 

23 

3.7 

2 

5 

17 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

31 

24 +A 

9.6 

2 

1 

21 

119 

18 

1 

1 

163 

2  5+A 

15.5 

6 

4 

1 

1 

87 

8 

1 

1 

338 

62 

1 

6 

516 

26 

9.2 

4 

5 

113 

3 

2 

341 

42 

1 

1 

4 

516 

27 

7.4 

2 

1 

5 

57 

5 

33 

7 

1 

1 

112 

28 

7.5 

13 

7 

20 

29 

7.5 

2 

9 

62 

3 

43 

4 

1 

2 

126 

30 

7.4 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

14 

Total 

233.0 

801 

19 

4. 

139 

1604 

79 

17 

45 

1109 

708 

37 

2 

42 

6 

1 

106 

4719 
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Spring  1987  Hawk  Watch  Report,  cont.  (Grimsby,  Ont . ) 


Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PG 

UR 

Total 

May 

01 

9.3 

6 

4 

7 

207 

3 

1 

124 

21 

1 

3 

2 

28 

407 

02  +A 

13 . 0 

4 

5 

2 

297 

3 

1 

1 

262 

35 

13 

623 

03+A 

9.6 

4 

4 

25 

9 

9 

1 

4 

56 

04 

7.3 

5 

1 

3 

1 

10 

7 

1 

28 

05 

7.2 

2 

8 

1 

3 

5 

19 

06 

7.4 

2 

1 

17 

3 

3 

2 

28 

07 

7.1 

3 

7 

17 

7 

34 

08 

7.6 

2 

2 

55 

2 

1 

7 

2 

71 

09 

7.2 

2 

3 

77 

1 

1 

11 

4 

2 

101 

10+A 

7.3 

2 

30 

1 

1 

3 

8 

2 

2 

49 

11 

7.0 

1 

29 

1 

8 

4 

43 

12 

6.0 

2 

1 

3 

13 

5.7 

4 

13 

1 

10 

26 

1 

55 

14 

6.7 

6 

14 

9 

4 

33 

15 

7.1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

16 

9.0 

2 

1 

51 

5 

7 

1 

1 

68 

17 

10.0 

1 

34 

10 

7 

52 

18 

4 . 1 

Rain 

0 

19 

6.9 

1 

2 

3 

20 

7.1 

3 

2 

5 

21 

6.0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

12 

22 

6.0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

23 

7.0 

2 

3 

4 

1 

10 

24 

0 

Not  Covered 

0 

25 

7.3 

1 

7 

3 

11 

26 

7.0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

27 

6.1 

2 

4 

4 

10 

28 

7.0 

2 

3 

4 

9 

29 

7.1 

3 

7 

4 

2 

1 

17 

30 

6.0 

1 

1 

2 

31 

0 

Not  Covered 

0 

Total 

212 . 1 

34 

11 

2 

39 

895 

17 

3 

3 

519 

174 

1 

2 

6 

6 

53 

1765 

Summary 

of  Months 

&  1987 

Total 

Mo. 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PG 

UR 

TOTAL 

Feb. 

23.0 

1 

1 

1 

72 

4 

2 

81 

Mar . 

213.4 

142 

1 

39 

331 

102 

11 

827 

2311 

35 

2 

35 

107 

3943 

Apr. 

233.0 

801 

19 

4 

139 

1604 

79 

17 

45 

1109 

708 

37 

2 

42 

6 

1 

106 

4719 

Rby 

212.1 

34 

11 

2 

39 

895 

17 

3 

3 

519 

174 

1 

2 

6 

6 

53 

1765 

1987  Total 

681.5 

977 

30 

7 

217 

2831 

199 

31 

876 

1628 

3265 

77 

6 

85 

12 

1 

266 

10508 
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Spring  1987  Hawk  Watch  Report,  cont. 

1987  Hawk  Count  Summary  for  Hamburg,  NY 
at  Lakeside  Cemetery  +  Pinehurst  School  (P) 


Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

NH 

SS 

CH 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

AK 

PG 

UR 

TOTAL 

March 

01 

1.2 

0 

07 

4 . 0 

2 

5 

101 

1 

3 

4 

116 

08 

5.2 

5 

2 

21 

132 

1 

5 

166 

12 

1.5 

3 

22 

1 

26 

13 

5.0 

35 

3 

38 

19 

4.5 

1 

4 

30 

4 

39 

21 

3.0 

2 

1 

3 

5 

15 

1 

3 

30 

22 

4 . 0 

16 

1 

1 

59 

16 

93 

26 

2.0 

36 

1 

4 

5 

2 

48 

29+P 

4 . 1 

75 

11 

1 

3 

52 

2 

144 

April 

02 

0.  5 

8 

1 

9 

09 

4.0 

79 

1 

3 

5 

1 

89 

14  +P 

3.5 

26 

1 

2 

16 

2 

27 

5 

3 

82 

19  +  P 

4.2 

11 

1 

16 

1 

1 

2 

6 

38 

May 

02 

4.2 

3 

1 

38 

1 

43 

7 

3 

96 

09 

1.6 

7 

2 

4 

3 

1 

17 

10 

3.3 

19 

1 

13 

1 

11 

9 

2 

56 

1987 

Total 

56.8 

282 

3 

10 

111 

6 

42 

61 

504 

2 

13 

1 

52 

1087 

1987  Hawk  Watch 

Summary  at  Ripley, 

NY 

Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE  NH 

SS 

CH 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

AK  ML  UR 

Total 

February 

21 

2.3 

9 

9 

22 

2.2 

15 

15 

27 

2 . 0 

14 

14 

28 

0.4 

1 

1 

2 

March 

06 

6.0 

5 

1 

8 

214 

3 

231 

07 

7.5 

4 

1 

6 

172 

1 

15 

199 

08 

6.0 

2 

7 

14 

96 

2 

15 

136 

21 

5.7 

22 

2 

5 

88 

2 

12 

131 

22 

7.0 

27 

1 

1 

30 

75 

5 

4 

143 

23 

4 . 0 

21 

2 

5 

1 

13 

30 

4 

1 

77 

24 

6.8 

94 

10 

6 

6 

64 

5 

16 

201 

25 

4.2 

83 

2 

9 

3 

22 

6 

1 

126 

27 

4 . 0 

29 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

44 

28 

5.2 

111 

4 

16 

3 

2 

25 

1 

3 

5 

170 

29 

8.8 

358 

11 

33 

1 

7 

56 

2 

21 

27 

516 
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Spring  1987  Hawk  Watch  Report,  cont.  (Ripley) 


Date 

Hours 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

AK 

ML 

UR 

Total 

April 

01 

2 . 7 

28 

1 

3 

1 

33 

05 

4 . 5 

32 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

42 

08 

6.3 

126 

1 

1 

19 

1 

148 

09 

6.5 

75 

4 

2 

3 

10 

2 

96 

10 

8.5 

611 

1 

19 

33 

2 

2 

32 

4 

4 

708 

11 

6.5 

224 

2 

1 

16 

48 

1 

2 

43 

16 

9 

362 

12 

6.5 

75 

6 

27 

18 

1 

1 

1 

3 

132 

13 

3.5 

56 

2 

4 

18 

2 

29 

111 

14 

6.0 

54 

5 

7 

86 

1 

12 

21 

7 

7 

200 

15 

5.6 

10 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

26 

16 

2 . 5 

40 

5 

28 

31 

8 

1 

6 

119 

17 

3.5 

33 

1 

20 

1 

28 

2 

85 

18 

7.5 

122 

3 

27 

49 

1 

1 

203 

19 

7.5 

77 

1 

8 

72 

1 

3 

42 

12 

2 

218 

20 

6.0 

31 

1 

30 

1 

1 

13 

5 

82 

21 

8.5 

70 

1 

6 

61 

3 

1 

167 

76 

2 

1 

7 

395 

22 

2 . 5 

12 

1 

10 

12 

2 

37 

23 

2.0 

3 

1 

3 

65 

68 

13 

2 

6 

161 

25 

7.0 

13 

4 

36 

25 

3 

81 

26 

8.0 

71 

3 

1 

9 

89 

126 

32 

1 

19 

351 

27 

7.0 

71 

3 

1 

5 

180 

1 

259 

39 

3 

7 

6 

575 

29 

4.5 

4 

3 

8 

104 

148 

19 

2 

1 

1 

290 

May 

01 

6.0 

13 

1 

1 

37 

1 

201 

20 

1 

1 

276 

02 

7.5 

21 

3 

70 

1 

171 

31 

4 

301 

03 

5.0 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

05 

4 . 0 

3 

9 

9 

5 

1 

27 

06 

00 

• 

o 

68 

9 

2 

87 

1 

137 

49 

2 

9 

364 

07 

4.5 

14 

1 

30 

2 

19 

1 

1 

68 

09 

8. 5 

36 

2 

1 

33 

13 

40 

1 

11 

137 

10 

7.0 

33 

2 

2 

23 

22 

30 

112 

12 

1.5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

14 

1.7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

16 

5.0 

17 

8 

7 

14 

3 

49 

17 

4.7 

23 

4 

3 

11 

41 

1987 

Total 

258.6 

2811 

43 

5 

160 

1336 

21 

109 

1385 

1645 

13 

121 

2  209 
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4923  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  NY 

*  *  *  * 

Hawk  Cliff,  Ontario,  Weekend 
September  11  -  13,  1987 

It  was  a  great  weekend  with  several  kinds  of  weather,  but  none  that  suited 
the  hawks.  Friday  afternoon  the  rain  cleared  and  a  flight  of  73  hawks  suggested 
a  repeat  of  last  year's  good  flight.  However,  this  flight  (54  SS ,  12  AK ,  2  NH, 
5  OS)  turned  out  to  be  the  big  flight  of  the  weekend.  Saturday  began  foggy  then 
turned  cold  and  windy.  The  dozen  Buffalo  birders  had  the  lookout  area  to  themselves 
as  they  sat  in  lawn  chairs  in  the  lee  of  the  rose  hedge,  wrapped  in  heavy  jackets 
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and  rain  gear  and  marvelling  at  the  huge  gray  thunderheads  rolling  in  from  the  north¬ 
west.  The  favorable  wind  direction  didn't  impress  the  hawks  so  they  sat  in  the 
woods,  except  for  kestrels,  active  at  times  over  the  tobacco  fields.  The  day's  count 
was  7  hawks . 

Sunday  was  better  weatherwise ,  becoming  sunny  and  .warm  so  as  to  bring 

out  the  St.  Thomas  banders  as  well  as  Gus  Yaki.  There  was  a  lot  of  socializing 
since  the  flight  was  only  22  hawks,  including  5  osprey,  4  merlin,  11  sharpies  and 

2  kestrel.  The  hawk  banders  had  some  luck,  however,  and  were  able  to  display  some 

harriers,  sharpies  and  kestrels  to  the  crowd. 

Side  trips  to  the  Pt .  Stanley  lagoons  and  the  Police  college  pond  (both 

described  in  the  November,  1986  Prothonotary )  gave  no  noteworthy  results.  However, 
at  the  lagoons  west  of  Aylmer  a  pair  of  Baird's  sandpipers  were  a  highlight,  so 
a  half-hour  was  spent  comparing  them  with  other  peeps.  This  set  of  lagoons,  not 
described  in  the  above  article,  is  reached  by  going  west  from  Aylmer  on  Hwy  3  about 
0.6  mile  to  the  first  crossroad;  then  go  north  about  0.7  mile,  crossing  the  RR  tracks, 
then  look  for  the  lagoons  on  the  left. 

Animated  conversation  and  good  meals  in  Port  Stanley  kept  our  spirits 
high  for  the  weekend,  but  wisely  we  dismissed  thoughts  of  staying  over  Monday  since 
the  weather  pattern  didn't  change  for  several  days. 

Bill  Burch 

******** 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  new  Associate  Member:  Dean  DiTommaso,  73  Norfred  Drive, 

Lackawanna,  NY  14218  Tel.  822-0370 

Please  note  the  following  changes  or  additions  to  the  roster: 

Robert  Cotsen  -  Tel.  874-2299 

Alan  and  Lois  Kraft,  3496  Randall  Road,  Ransomville,  NY  14131 
Tel.  791-4890 

William  Wendel ,  308  Rivermist  Drive,  Buffalo,  NY  14202 
Tel.  854-7456 

Corresponding  Member 

Lou  Burton,  5  John  Street,  Belmont,  NY  14813 

******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

The  following  profile  of  long-time  B.O.S.  member  Harold  Axtell  appeared 
in  Bird  Watcher's  Digest.  We  have  reprinted  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may 
have  missed  it. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Amherst  Island:  Plans  for  a  trip  are  being  dropped  since  there  is  not 

a  sufficient  influx  of  raptors  this  winter. 

March  27: 

Sunday.  BOS  trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (833-1044). 

April  9: 

Saturday.  Audubon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR .  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank, 
in  Transitown  Plaza,  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  10: 

Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler. 

April  17: 

Sunday.  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada 

on  QEW.  Trip  may  include  bluebirds,  plus  shorebirds  at  Smithville  Lagoon 
Destination:  Beamer  Conservation  Area  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY 
where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  ( Hwy  62).  Or  go  directly  to 

beamer.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  24: 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS .  Meet 
at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  We  will  join  the  GOS 
at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy 

(655-4777)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  8: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  &  Times  Beach.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m. 
in  Tifft  Farrm  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers  and 
other  migrants.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Ma  y  15: 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory,  contact  the  compiler. 

May  22: 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet 

at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or 
at  7:15  a.m.  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the 
Canadian  side. 

Ma  y  28: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Dunkirk  then  toward  Allegany  Park  for  migrants 

and  birds  on  territory.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Leisureland.  Leaders: 

Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348)  and  Terry  Mosher  of  LEBC.  (To  reach  Leisure- 

land,  take  Hamburg  Exit  57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Rd.  (Hwy  75) 
and  go  a  short  distance  westward. 

June  3,4,5:  Fr iday-Sunday .  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage  sponsored  by  four  nature 


June  26: 

clubs.  Reserve  with  Tom  Harper  before  May  1. 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Nesting  birds,  some  south¬ 
bound  shorebirds,  maybe  a  sandhill  crane  found  last  year.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  at  Citibank,  Transitown  Plaza,  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  bought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  William  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee  Chairman 
(773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY 

******** 
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B.O.S.  MEETINGS  FOR  1988 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p. m. 


April  13:  WILLIAM  COLSMAN  -  Nature  photographer  from  Rochester  to  present  a  slide 

program  illustrating  birding  hot-spots  and  birds  of  the  Genesee  River 
Basin . 


May  11:  DR.  DAVID  STEADMAN  -  NYS  Museum  in  Albany  will  discuss  the  fascinating 

finds  of  feathers  and  bones  dating  back  to  10,000  B.P.  at  the  Hiscock 
Site  (BSNS  dig)  at  Byron,  NY  as  a  portion  of  his  presentation  on"Extinc- 
tions  Past  and  Present". 

May  25:  April  Count  Report 


June  8:  Annual  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie  and  May  Count  Report. 


Sept.  14:  MEMBER'S  NIGHT  -  Bring  your  slides  and/or  stories  from  summer  birding 

experiences . 

Sept.  28:  RICHARD  KNAPTON  -  Nature  Expedition  Guide  from  Ridgeway,  Ontario  will 

present  a  program  on  the  Double-crested  Cormorants  of  Manitoba. 


Nov.  16: 
(  3rd 
Wed.  ) 


PETER  GRANT  -  Author  and  international  authority  on  Gulls  will  address 
a  joint  meeting  of  area  bird  and  nature  clubs  sponsored  by  the  Niagara 
Falls  Nature  Club  to  be  held  at  the  Niagara  Falls  ,  Ontario  Collegiate 
Auditorium. 

******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-A-Bird  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings  to 

be  included  on  Dial-A-Bird. ) 

4*  X  X  X  X  X  X 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10.00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Brad  Lown 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 
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VOLUME  53 


NOVEMBER  1987 


NUMBER  11 


THE  MONTH 

WEATHER:  October  ended  an  eleven  month  stretch  of  above  average  temperatures  and 

was  one  of  the  chilliest  on  record.  Early  overcast,  cool  and  rainy  weather  helped 
push  passerine  migrants  out.  The  warm  week  in  the  middle  of  October  was  a  precursor 
of  more  chilly  damp  weather  to  come.  The  cold  spell  at  the  end  of  the  month  heralded 
the  arrival  of  some  of  our  traditional  winter  visitors  and  a  few  surprises.  The 
average  high  temperature,  56.1°  (F)  was  4.1  degrees  colder  than  the  normal  high 

temperature  average.  The  average  low  temperature,  39.6°  (F)  was  3.1  degrees  colder 

than  the  normal  low  temperature.  Only  2.62  inches  of  rain  and  a  trace  of  snow  fell 
during  the  month.  The  first  freeze  was  recorded  on  the  26th. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Olga  Rosche  and  Terry  Mosher  observed  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler 

on  the  1st  and  3rd  respectively.  Bill  Watson  saw  the  last  Hooded  Warbler  at  Tifft 
on  the  4th.  The  last  Whimbrel  was  observed  on  the  13th.  The  waterfowl  migration 
produced  spectacular  flights  of  loons  culminating  in  Mosher  and  Gula’s  observation 
of  a  Red-throated  Loon  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  23rd  and  the  Klabunde's  observation 
of  over  40  Common  Loons  off  the  Coast  Guard  Station  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
River  on  the  30th.  Bill  Watson  observed  a  Glossy  Ibis  on  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife 
Management  Area  on  the  24th.  Endres  observed  20  Brant  at  Shadigee  on  the  31st. 
Robert  Andrle  observed  Lesser  Golden  Plover  on  the  6th  and  27th  in  Eden.  Gordon 
Bellerby  spotted  a  Red  Phalarope  at  Pomfret  on  the  15th.  A  Sabine's  Gull  entertained 
fishermen  and  the  BOS  by  trying  to  catch  baited  minnows  off  Bird  Island  Pier  through¬ 
out  the  month.  Tom  Harper  observed  a  Dickcissel  at  a  feeder  in  Darien  from  the 
27th  to  the  31st.  Vivian  Pitzrick  found  the  first  Evening  Grossbeaks  at  Amity  Lake 
on  the  16th.  Endres  observed  the  first  Snow  Buntings  of  the  migration  at  Iroquois 
on  the  30th. 

UNOFFICIAL  RECORDS:  Dial-a-Bird  reported  Osprey,  Shovelers ,  Rusty  Blackbirds,  a 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  and  the  Peregrine  Falcons  which  were  observed  in  downtown  Buffalo. 
Dial-a-Bird  also  reported  an  observation  of  a  single  Peregrine  Falcon  chasing  Bona¬ 
parte's  Gulls  in  Buffalo  Harbor. 
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Vol .  53,  No.  11  "The  Month"  cont. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Gordon  Bellerby,  Tom  Harper,  Bob  Andrle,  L.  Neven, 

S.  Clarke,  Willie  D'Anna,  Harriette  and  Walter  Klabunde ,  Terry  Mosher,  Vivian  Pitzric 
Olga  Rosche ,  David  and  Debbie  Suggs,  Robert  Sundell,  Bill  Watson,  Betsy  Potter, 
Gerald  Rising  and  two  other  reporters  who  did  not  sign  their  records. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


******** 


OCTOBER  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1  984  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  that 
to  the  "Date 
(  B . 0. S  . 
files  of  the 


* 

Indicates  fir 

st  record 

for  the  year . 

F 

I ndica tes  fir 

st  record 

for  the  migration 

• 

L 

I ndica tes  las 

t  reco  r d 

for  the  migration. 

(  f  )  - 

I ndica tes  rec 

o  r  d  from 

feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-throated  Loon 

23 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers , Gula 

Common  Loon 

16  reports 

throughout 

the  region,  53  max.. 

Oct.  3-31. 

Horned  Grebe 

10F 

1 

Lakewood 

D'Anna,  Potter 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2  F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D' Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  6  reports  from  the  Niagara  River  and  the 

Great  Lakes,  Oct. 4- 

Great  Egret 

3-25L 

1-11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

2  5L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Glossy  Ibis 

24 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

25 

1 

To na wanda  WMA 

Roy  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

24F-31 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

18 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Watson,  Rising 

Snow  Goose 

24 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*Brant 

31F 

20 

Snadigee 

Endres 

Blue-w.  Teal 

18L 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson,  Rising 

Canvasback 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Moshers 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Scaup  species! 

28  20, 

,  000 ( est .  ) 

Lewiston  Res. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Black  Scoter 

12  F 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

18 

2 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson,  Rising 

Surf  Scoter 

18 

12 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson, Rising 

White-w.  Scoter 

12 

14 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

Andrle,  Foster 

Common  Goldeneye 

25 

10 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

Buf  f lehead 

17F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

25 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Common  Merganser 

25 

21 

Niagara  River 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Red-br.  Merganser 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck  7 

reports  from  Lewiston  Res.,  Niagara  River  & 

Great  Lakes,  Oct. 3- 

Bald  Eagle 

30 

1  (ad.  ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Harrier 

24 

1 

Holland 

0.  Rosche 

25 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Cooper's  Hawk 

6  reports 

from  throughout  the  region,  Oct.  4 

-31. 

Sora 

4L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna,  Watson 

American  Coot 

10 

250 

Mayville 

Sundell 

(Max.  count 

for  the  month. ) 

Black-bell.  Plover 

25 

30 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

L.  Golden  Plover 

6,27 

1,2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

25 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

24L 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

18L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson,  Rising 

Whimbrel 

5,9,11, 13L 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Sanderling 

18 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

Watson , Rising 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  7 

1 

Bird  Is. Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

10L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

24L 

10 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

Dunlin 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Dowitcher  species 

4 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'  Anna , Watson 

Long-b.  Dowitcher 

8 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Common  Snipe 

24 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Woodcock 

21 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Red  Phalarope 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Little  Gull 

7 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

18 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

25 

1 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

*Com.  Black-headed 

Gull  31 

1 

St.  Catharines , Ont . 

Roy  et  al 

♦Sabine's  Gull 

7,9,10,24 

2, 1,1,1 

Squaw  Is . ,  Bf lo . 

Andrle  et  al 

9 

2 

Squaw  Is . ,  Bf lo . 

D'Anna,  Happ 

18 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Watson 

Forster's  Tern 

4 

2 

Lake  Erie  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

10 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

10,18 

1,3 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

23 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Black  Tern 

10 

1 

Squaw  Is . ,  Bf lo . 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Chimney  Swift 

14L 

6 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

22 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

r  12L 

250 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Endres 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8-23 

1-3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

31 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

House  Wren 

12L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Marsh  Wren 

18L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson , Rising 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-29 

1-19 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

24 

4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

25 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Swainson's  Thrush 

19L 

1 

Wales 

O.  Rosche 

Wood  Thrush 

3 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Water  Pipit 

18 

300 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

25 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Northern  Shrike 

28F 

1 

J.  Davis  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Solitary  Vireo 

10 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

25L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Watson 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

3 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

6 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Cape  May  Warbler 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Palm  Warbler 

4 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

.  Watson 

4 

1 

Cana da way  Cr.  NS 

D&D  Suggs 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

12L 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont . 

D'Anna  et  al 

American  Redstart 

12L 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Ovenbird 

4 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

Common  Yellowthroat 

16 

1 

Pt.  Gratiot 

Mosher 

Hooded  Warbler 

3L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

*Dickcissel 

27-31 

1 

Darien  ( f  ) 

Harper , D' Anna  et  a 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1-22 

1-9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31 

1 

Darien  ( f ) 

Harper  et  al 

Savannah  Sparrow 

12L 

8 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Fox  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

25 

10 

To na wan da 

Watson 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

3  OF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Pine  Siskin 

12 

200 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Endres 

Max.  count  for  the  month. 

Oct.  3  -  24. 

5  other  reports  from 

throughout  the  region 

Evening  Grosbeak 

16F-31 

1-38 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

22 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

22 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

Species ,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously 

recorded . 

. 263 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue.  .  .  (including  1  from  count).  ...  5 

Total  for  year . 

. 268 

******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 


Date:  October  11,  1987  Compiler:  Kathleen  Hentz 

Weather :  The  day  began  cold  and  damp;  the  lowest  reported  temperature  was  34° (F) 

at  7:15  a.m.;  most  sections  reported  slightly  higher  temperatures  depend¬ 
ing  upon  proximity  to  the  lakes.  Light  snow  cover  was  observed  in  the 
areas  with  higher  elevations,  but  melted  as  the  day  wore  on;  early  morn¬ 
ing  light  rain  was  also  reported  in  a  few  sections  with  warmer  lows. 
Skies  were  mostly  cloudy  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  with  a  brief 
period  of  sun  in  the  mid-afternoon.  Reported  highs  ranged  from  45°  to 
50° (F).  Winds  were  out  of  the  north-northwest  at  5  to  10  mph. 
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Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  and  total  numbers. 

Where  species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section 
numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate  that  accept¬ 
able  written  verifications  were  received. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  136 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  136 
Horned  Grebe  -  166 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  2  ( 6 ) 

Dbl. -crested  Cormorant  -  13 
American  Bittern  -  2  ( 19 ) 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  142 
Great  Egret  -  10  (5) 

Green-b.  Heron  -  1  (23) 
Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron  -  21  (11) 
Mute  Swan  -  3  (11,23) 

Canada  Goose  -  5358 
Wood  Duck  -  487 
Green-winged  Teal  -  31 
American  Black  Duck  -  91 
Mallard  -  2820 
Northern  Pintail  -  2  (5,23) 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  174 
Northern  Shoveler  -  18  (2,5) 
Gadwall  -  23  (5,11,23) 

American  Wigeon  -  278 
Canvasback  -  20  (4)  F 
Redhead  -  1  (11) 

Ring-necked  Duck  -  68  (3,20) 
Greater  Scaup  -  1255 
Lesser  Scaup  -  5900  (3) 

Surf  Scoter  -  5  (7,11) 
White-winged  Scoter  -  77  (4,5,8) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  3  (2)F 
Hooded  Merganser  -  20  (5,22,23) 
Common  Merganser  -  23 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  34 
Ruddy  Duck  -  33 


Vultures  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture  -  106 
Osprey  -  2  (26,27) 

Bald  Eagle  -  1  ( 5 ) 

Northern  Harrier  -  64 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  18 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  16 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  5  (22,28) 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  269 


Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3  (6,18,23) 
American  Kestrel  -  116 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  34 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  51 
Wild  Turkey  -  76 
Common  Moorhen  -  16  (10,11,15) 
American  Coot  -  492 


Plovers  -  Terns 


Black-bellied  Plover  -  1  (6) 
Killdeer  -  775 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  26 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  10 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  -2(14  )L 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  34  (1,14) 
Dunlin  -  3  ( 1 ) 

Common  Snipe  -  13  (1) 


American  Woodcock  -  17 
*Red  Phalarope  -  1  (2) 
Bonaparte's  Gull  -  936 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  14,225 
Herring  Gull  -  431 
Great  Bl. -backed  Gull  -  104 
Common  Tern  -  124 
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Report  of  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count, 

Doves 


Rock  Dove  -  4234 
Mourning  Dove  -  2153 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  -  1  (4) 

Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  9 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  17 
Short-eared  Owl  -  6  ( 7 ) 

Chimney  Swift  -  338 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  64 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  4  (3,20,22) 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  19 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  -  18 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  292 


cont . 
Swallows 


Hairy  Woodpecker  -  60 
Northern  Flicker  -  145 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  9 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee  r  1  ( 14 ) 

Eastern  Phoebe  -  65 
Eastern  Kingbird  -  2  (28) 

Horned  Lark  -  15  (4,10,27) 

Horned  Lark  (E.  a.  praticola )  -  17(2,13,16 
Tree  Swallow  -  781 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow  -  11(2,9) 

Barn  Swallow  -  2  (5) 


Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay  -  1341 
American  Crow  -  3630 
Black-capped  Chickadee  -  1880 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  24 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  35 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  -  256 
Brown  Creeper  -  56 
Carolina  Wren  -  6 
House  Wren  -  16 
Winter  Wren  -  34 
Marsh  Wren  -  4  (3,11) 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  -  521 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  -  288 


Eastern  Bluebird  -  227 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  -  2  (7,11) 
Swainson's  Thrush  -  8 
Hermit  Thrush  -  44 
Wood  Thrush  -  1  ( 2  7 ) L 
American  Robin  -  5295 
Gray  Catbird  -  66 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  24 
Brown  Thrasher  -  1  (11) 

Water  Pipit  -  63 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  1026 
European  Starling  -  33,880 


Vireos  -  Warblers 


Solitary  Vireo  -  10 
Red-eyed  Vireo  -  4(11,13,22) 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  1  (21)L 
Orange-crowned  Warbler  -  6L 
Nashville  Warbler  -  2  (7,11)L 
Northern  Parula  -  1(13)L 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  -  3  ( 11 )L 
Magnolia  Warbler  -  3  (11,20)L 
Cape  May  Warbler  -  5  (11)L 
Bl. -throated  Blue  Warbler  -  3  (  11 )L 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  -  748 


Bl. -throated  Green  Warbler  -  11L 
Blackburnian  Warbler  -  4(11)L 
Pine  Warbler  -  1  ( 7 )L 
Palm  Warbler  -  4  (12, 14, 16  )L 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  -  1  (11)L 
Blackpoll  Warbler  -  4(2) 

Black  and  White  Warbler  -  1  (11)L 
American  Redstart  -  1  (11) 
Ovenbird  -  1  ( 7 )L 
Common  Yellowthroat  -  9 
Wilson's  Warbler  -  1  (11)L 
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Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows 


Northern  Cardinal  -  301 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  -  1  (11)L 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  65 
American  Tree  Sparrow  -  1  (14,21) 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  517 
Field  Sparrow  -  198 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  14 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  44 
Fox  Sparrow  -  37F 
Song  Sparrow  -  1660 
Lincoln's  Sparrow  -  6L 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  92 
White-throated  Sparrow  -  1678 


White-crowned  Sparrow  -  734 
Dark-eyed  Junco  -  597 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  7879 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  287 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  253 
Common  Grackle  -  6079 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  2681 
Purple  Finch  -  54 
House  Finch  -  1599 
Pine  Siskin  -  164 
American  Goldfinch  -  743 
House  Sparrow  -  4011 


Total  Species  Observed  -  157  (of  which  4  require  written  verification). 

Individuals  Observed  and  Identified  -  124,337  (including  9  individuals  which  require 

verification ) . 

Unidentified  ducks  -  1,512 

Total  Observers  -  243 


Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  of  the  B.O.S.  dating  back  to  1935, 

the  following  notations  are  highlighted; 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  136  -  highest  ever;  Pied-billed  Grebe  136  -  10  year 

high;  Horned  Grebe  166  -  10  year  high;  Red-necked  Grebe  2  -  third  report  in  10 
years;  Great  Blue  Heron  142  -  10  year  high;  Great  Egret  10  -  third  report  ever, 
observed  in  1976  and  1986  October  counts;  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  21  -  fourth 
highest  ever;  Canada  Goose  5358  -  5  year  high;  Mallard  2820  -  6  year  high;  Northern 
Pintail  2  -  lowest  ever;  Blue-winged  teal  174  -  highest  since  1974;  Lesser  Scaup 

5900  -  second  highest  since  1953;  White-winged  Scoter  77  -  third  highest  in  15 
years . 

Vultures  -  Rails  -  Turkey  Vulture  106  -  second  highest  ever;  Cooper's  Hawk  16  - 
highest  ever;  Red-tailed  Hawk  269  -  second  highest  ever;  Northern  Harrier  64  - 
highest  ever;  Common  Moorhen  16  -  highest  since  1971. 

Plovers  -  Terns  -  Dunlin  3  -  lowest  since  1945;  Sanderling  -  first  non-appearance 
since  1944;  Red  Phalarope  1  -  third  ever  reported;  Herring  Gull  431  -  45  year  low; 
Bonaparte's  Gull  936  -  10  year  low. 


Doves  -  Swallows  -  Rock  Dove  4235  -  all  time  high;  Mourning  Dove  2153  -  all  time 
high;  Short-eared  Owl  6  -  highest  ever;  Chimney  Swift  338  -  10  year  high;  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  19  -  second  highest  ever;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  18  -  10  year  high; 

Downy  Woodpecker  292  -  13  year  high;  Eastern  Phoebe  65  -  10  year  high;  Horned  Lark 
(E.  a.  praticola )  17  -  third  lowest  ever;  Tree  Swallow  781  -  Second  highest  in 
15  years. 

Jays -Star lings  -  American  Crow  3630  -  third  highest  ever;  Tufted  Titmouse  24  - 

second  highest  in  10  years;  Black-capped  Chickadee  1880  -  all  time  high;  Winter 
Wren  34  -  10  year  high;  Marsh  Wren  4  -  second  report  since  1976  and  second  highest 
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Report  of  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count,  cont. 

ever;  Northern  Mockingbird  24  -  third  highest  ever;  Gray  Catbird  66  -  10  year  high; 
Eastern  Bluebird  227  -  increasing  in  numbers,  61  more  than  last  year,  first  time 

observed  in  numbers  greater  than  200  since  1971;  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  521  -  10 

year  high;  Water  Pipit  63  -  second  lowest  in  10  years. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Solitary  Vireo  10  -  second  highest  ever;  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
6-10  year  high;  Blackpoll  Warbler  4  -  equals  10  year  high. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Rufous-sided  Towhee  65  -  10  year  high;  Field  Sparrow 

198  -  10  year  high;  Vesper  Sparrow  14  -  Second  lowest  in  29  years;  Fox  Sparrow 
37  -  third  highest  ever;  Song  Sparrow  1660  -  15  year  high;  White-crowned  Sparrow 

734  -  10  year  high;  House  Finch  1599  -  all  time  high;  Pine  Siskin  164  -  10  year 

high;  American  Goldfinch  743  -  lowest  in  25  years;  Evening  Grosbeak  -  none  for 

two  consecutive  years  after  having  observed  900  in  1985. 

Sections  and  Observers  -  Acknowledged  herewith  by  section  are  the  names  of  members 
and  friends  of  the  B.O.S.  who  participated  in  the  October  count.  I  am  espe¬ 
cially  grateful  to  the  section  compilers  (names  underlined)  for  their  kind 
assistance  and  willingness  to  help  with  this,  my  first  endeavor  as  count 
compiler . 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont. :  David  Cooper  and  Sandra  Cooper 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.:  David  Suggs  and  Debra  Suggs,  Art  Schaffner 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Walter  Klabunde  and  Harriette  Klabunde 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Dick  Christiansen,  Peggy  Christiansen,  Morgan  Jones,  Marian 

Smith,  Bill  Townsend,  Bill  Burch 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.:  Gary  Novosel 

7.  Lowbanks ,  Ontario:  Drew  Campbell,  Blayne  Farnan,  Brad  Clements 

8.  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.:  Ellen  Schopp,  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Margaret  Stewart 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Karen  E.  Renning,  Roberta  McDonald,  Marge  Wright,  Jack 

Wright,  Edward  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Willie  D* 1 11 Anna 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Sharon  Sisti,  Alec  Humann,  H.M.  Bateman,  Kathy  Hentz,  Penny 

Evoy-Marren,  Thomas  Dobson,  Bruce  Johnson 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Marie  Wendling,  Anna  Bauer,  Katherine  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Tom 

Harper,  Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Max  Mason,  Jane  Mason,  David  Keller,  George  Mahoney,  Eileen 

Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave  Thomson 
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14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Barbara  Walker,  Ken  Brandes ,  Barbara  Howard,  Jane  Wilson,  Gertrude 

Magavern,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Lois  Abbott,  Ginny  Van  Cise. 

15.  Java,  NY:  Thomas  Atkinson,  Rebekah  Atkinson,  Andrew  Atkinson,  Seth  Atkinson, 

Bill  Bogacki ,  Esther  Becker,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche ,  Ron  Rycroft 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Frances  M.  Rew,  Lois  I.  Buck 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Marian  Dornhaffer, 

Carolyn  Frank 

18.  Delevan,  NY:  William  C.  Vaughan,  Jane  Block 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Douglas  Herdman, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Lang,  Fay  Clancy,  Ron  Andrews,  Gen  Fish,  Helen  Morse, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Nicholson,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice,  Emmette  Smith,  Alice 
Evans,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club,  Terry  Mahoney,  David  Bryant,  K.  Bryant, 

Sylvia  Clarke,  Jeanine  Flory,  J.  Goetz,  Joe  Gula ,  Sr.,  Joe  Gula ,  Jr., 

B.  Halsey,  G.  Harper,  Terry  Mosher,  Lucille  Neveu,  Marty  Sanden,  A.  Schafer, 
Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell,  John  Cheney,  Dan 

Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Martha  Hendrickson,  Dot  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby, 

Anita  Seaberg,  Sue  Suckow,  Carol  Wagner 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Bill  &  Linda 

O ' Brien 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Chris 

Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Jessie  Nelson,  Joanne  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Tom 
Simmons,  Ilia  Stuart 

24.  Salamanca  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  Tim  Baird,  Alene  Church,  Lucille 

Bordonaro,  Regina  Van  Scoy,  James  Van  Scoy,  Meredith  Van  Scoy,  Ardyth  Van 
Scoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Ann  Scott, 

Betty  and  John  Compton,  Sylvia  Foster 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Doris  Hurlburt ,  Emma  Lou 

King,  Lillian  Simons,  Stella  Simons,  Norman  Ives,  Helen  Link 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Clarence  Klingensmith , 

Erma  Larson,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Cynthia  &  Paul  Culley,  Ann  &  Robert  Eisen- 
hardt,  Peter  &  Terry  Finlay,  Eva  Ford,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Don  &  Ellen 
Lamb,  Allen  and  Mary  Ormsby,  Anne  &  Robert  Pipal,  Suzanne  Wood,  Russell 
Allen,  Fred  Bayless,  Esther  Biehl,  Donald  &  Lorna  Brink,  Wayne  &  Vivian 
Brownell,  Martha  DeLaVergne,  Jay  &  Louise  Gibson,  Mildred  Hayes,  Ferrall 
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Alfred,  NY:  cont.  -  Heller,  Viola  Ide,  Marjorie  &  Bob  Mason,  Marjorie  &  Ed  Mason, 

Linn  Phelan,  Viola  Sharrett ,  Maureen  &  Lauren  Soule,  Gladys  Witter,  Connor 
Stevens,  Harold  Ward,  Mallery  &  Mary  Adams,  Doris  &  Lou  Burton,  June 
Dickson,  Kevin,  Matthew  &  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Mary  Jordan,  Raymond  Pitzrick, 
Evelyn  Coates,  Paul  &  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Marion  Green,  Robert  &  Claribel 
James,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Theodora  &  Lorena  Vossler,  Myrt,  Brown,  Debbie 
Buccholz,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Cronauer,  Lillian 
Downer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Dunham,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Lang,  Mary  McCarn, 

David  &  Ona  Reynolds,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bruce  Taggart,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  , 
Thompson 

Kathleen  A.  Hentz 
27  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  New  York  14209 

******** 

ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


In  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 
I  submit  this  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Society  during  my  tenure  of  office. 

The  members  of  this  organization  continue  to  make  significant  contri¬ 
butions  to  scientific  and  other  studies  such  as  in  the  United  States  Field  and 
Wildlife  Service  waterfowl  counts  and  surveys,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's 
ongoing  April,  May,  October,  and  Christmas  bird  counts,  as  Well  as  the  Project 
Bird  Watch  of  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology. 

Some  of  us  have  participated  in  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Conservation  Bald  Eagle  and  Raptor  Survey.  And  others  of  us  have  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  furthering  the  Work  of  the  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica.  Although  it  sometimes  may  seem  difficult  to  get  volunteers  for  some  of  our 
society's  needs,  this  must  be  viewed  in  light  of  the  members'  commitments  already 
existing  and  the  demands  of  burdened  schedules.  This  applies  to  the  so-called 
retired  segment  of  our  group  as  well  as  those  actively  employed.  Some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  continue  to  pay  for  the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in  various  avian  activities 
where  they  are  making  significant  contributions.  A  number  of  our  group  have  co¬ 
operated  with  our  neighbors  in  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  in  their  tracking  of  hacked 
Peregrine  Falcons  through  their  release  committee's  programs.  The  work  of  another 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  in  the  ongoing  population  stud¬ 
ies  of  gulls  on  the  Great  Lakes.  By  way  of  another  member,  we  are  still  involved 
in  the  New  York  State  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  publication,  to  which  many  of  our  members 
have  contributed  hours  of  field  study  and  record  keeping.  We  have  made  plans  to 
contribute  a  copy  of  the  atlas  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Library. 

Between  last  autumn  and  this  one,  we  had  numerous  excellent  speakers 
to  carry  on  the  BOS  tradition  of  excellent  meeting  programs.  Our  group  has  been 
enlightened  in  several  new  areas  of  avian  information,  some  of  it  directly  appli¬ 
cable  in  field  work  and  some  of  it  as  an  intellectual  learning  experience. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  or  reciprocating  support  of  the  Museum  of 
Science  which  so  generously  permits  us  to  use  its  facilities.  Many  of  our  members 
have  simultaneously  been  supporting  members  of  the  museum  and  contributed  money 
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to  its  annual  fund  drive.  Our  society  itself,  has  made  a  monetary  donation  to 
this  drive  this  year.  Some  of  our  members  have  contributed  many  hours  of  helping 
to  organize  the  collection  of  the  museum's  library  for  programming,  others  worked 
on  the  museum's  public  education  programs  and  special  projects. 

Much  appreciated  effort  has  been  expended  on  behalf  of  all  BOS  members 
by  those  who  oversee  and  distribute  our  monthly  publication,  the  Prothonotary . 

The  past  year  has  seen  modification,  debate,  re-modification  of  this  informative 
journal . 

Our  activities  in  the  sphere  of  conservation  this  year  have  been,  of 
necessity,  intense.  We  have  written  letters  to  our  legislators,  personally  lobbied 
them,  and  even  can,  perhaps,  take  credit  for  the  successful  outcome  of  efforts 
to  preserve  important  local  wildlife  habitat,  sparing  it  from  the  developers' 

backhoe  and  fill.  We  have  expressed  support  to  the  appropriate  bodies  in  Albany, 
for  the  Environmental  Bond  Act  and  Essential  Habitats  Bill.  Our  members  have  at¬ 
tended  some  of  the  presentations  of  the  Buffalo  waterfront  master  plan  also,  so 
that  we  could  have  input  there.  All  of  this  has  direct  impact  on  ornithology. 

Our  field  trips  committee  has  been  able  to  get  us  involved  in  our  primary 
interest,  birding,  in  places  both  near  and  far.  They  have  arranged  some  pleasant 
forays  with  the  cooperation  of  other  ornithological  associations.  As  always,  the 
lesser  informed  of  us  have  been  taught  much  by  their  far  more  knowing  co-members. 

The  BOS  continues  to  amass  a  large  body  of  data  by  its  avian  records 

keeping.  Ongoing  reports  from  these  sources,  added  to  this  year,  have  been  given 
by  various  compilers  pro  tern.  We  have  continued  to  send  delegates  to  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  to  represent  us  and  we  have  continued  to  maintain 
a  refuge  on  Grand  Island.  We  have  also  supported  the  Braddock  Bay  Raptor  Research 
Program. 


On  September  25,  1987,  we  held  a  special  dinner  gathering  to  celebrate 
the  one  thousandth  meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  We  were  inform¬ 
atively  addressed  then  by  the  director  of  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute  in  James¬ 
town,  New  York.  Our  members  also  give  both  moral  and  financial  support  to  that 
recently  founded  source  of  natural  history  research  and  education. 

At  the  one  thousandth  meeting,  we  were  treated  to  a  souvenir  issue  of 
the  Prothonotary,  including  a  copy  of  the  first  such  publication  many  years  ago. 
We  were  also  given  a  member-designed  and  artistically  pleasing  copy  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  updated  membership  roster.  In  these  many  ways,  we  have  fulfilled 
purposes  of  the  society  "to  promote  the  scientific  study  of  birds",  particularly 
in  our  study  territory  and  to  maintain  a  refuge  and  "participate  in  other  measures 
directed  at  improvement  of  the  conditions  affecting  birds." 

The  enduring  strength  and  health  of  the  organization  still  resides  in 
its  members,  you,  who  have  contributed  so  much  to  maintain  its  ongoing  viability 
as  we  head  into  our  58th  year. 


David  R.  Cooper,  M. D. 
President 
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TAXACOM,  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science's  free  online  service  for  bio- 
systematics  and  biogeography,  now  has  an  Ornithology  Conference.  Professional 
and  amateur  ornithologists  are  invited  to  participate.  This  is  an  electronic 
bulletin  board  on  which  timely  notices  of  interesting  sightings  may  be  posted  . 
Other  information,  like  notices  of  meetings  or  field  trips,  may  also  be  posted 
in  the  Ornithology  Conference.  Electronic  mail  is  also  available  for  private 
messages  between  callers. 

To  access  TAXACOM,  you  must  have  a  personal  computer  with  an  80-column 
monitor,  a  modem,  and  appropriate  communications  software.  Call  716-896-7581  (at 
8  data  bits,  1  stop  bit,  no  parity;  300  or  1200  or  2400  bps);  TAXACOM  is  available 
free  24  hours  every  day.  Richard  H.  Zander,  System  Operator  and  Curator  of  Botany, 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Parkway,  Buffalo  NY  14211. 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  the  following  new  members: 

Associate  Member: 

Helen  Marie  Bateman 
99  Trinity  Place 

Buffalo,  NY  14201  Tel.  886-3980 

Corresponding  Member: 

Harold  Ward 
RD  2  Box  12 

Andover,  NY  14806  Tel.  478-8696 
Please  note  the  following  changes  in  the  roster: 

Marian  Simpson,  P.  O.  Box  256,  Lockport,  NY  14094 

Jacqueline  Stains  Nov.  1  -  Apr.  30  950  Tarpon  Center  Drive,  Apt.  406 

Venice,  Florida  34285 

May  1  -  Oct.  31  558-A  Heritage  Village 

Southbury,  Conn.  06488 

Allen  E.  Valentine  -  Tel.  248-1585 
Corresponding  Members : 

David  Gagne,  139  Beach  Rd. ,  Salisbury,  Mass.  01950 

Karen  Geiger,  524A  Knapp  Rd. ,  Akron,  NY  14001  Tel.  542-9549 

******** 
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August  21:  Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  and  Times  Beach  for  Warblers  and  shorebirds. 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  parking  lot.  This 
is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820) 


August  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont 
and  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  7:15  a.m.  on  the  Canadian 
side  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  bridge.  Leader:  Dick 
Byron  (662-4783). 


Sept.  9-11:  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  Weekend.  This  is  south 
of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  150  miles  from  Buffalo.  Many  birders  go 
over  Friday  afternoon.  Possibility  of  good  hawk  flights,  and  shore- 
birds  on  nearby  lagoons.  Motels  are  readily  available  so  reservations 
are  not  necessary.  For  details,  call  Bill  Burch.  (773-3690). 

Sept.  16,17,18:  Friday-Sunday .  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Rochester, 
NY 


Sept.  25:  Sunday.  Broderick  Park  and  Bird  Island  Pier.  Meet  at  Broderick 

Park  (at  foot  of  Ferry  Street)  at  9:00  a.m.  for  a  walk  along  the 
1.3  mile-long  pier. 

October  2:  Sunday.  Dundas  Marsh  and  Cootes 1  Paradise  Lagoon  in  Hamilton,  Ont . 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Bob  Curray  of  Hamilton  leading  this  trip. 
Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls, 

NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. ,  Hwy  62.  For  a  second 
meeting  place,  at  8:00  a.m.,  take  the  Hwy  20  exit  from  the  QEW ,  this 
side  of  Hamilton,  and  meet  on  Hwy  20  northbound  near  the  QEW.  The 
BOS  co-leader  is  Will  D'Anna  (1-731-4348). 


October  16:  Sunday.  October  Bird  Count  of  the  BOS.  (This  is  one  week  after 

the  Canadian  Thanksgiving  so  we  will  try  to  get  more  Canadian  partici¬ 
pation  .  ) 

October  30:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  clock  back  1  hour  Saturday 
night . 

For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  Bill  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee 

Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY 


******** 


B.O.S.  MEETINGS  FOR  1988 


Sept.  14:  MEMBERS  NIGHT  -  Bring  your  slides  and/or  stories  from  summer  birding 

experiences . 

Sept.  28:  RICHARD  KNAPTON  -  Nature  Expedition  Guide  from  Ridgeway,  Ontario 

will  present  a  program  on  the  Double-crested  Cormorants  of  Manitoba. 
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Nov.  16: 
(3rd 
Wed.  ) 


PETER  GRANT  -  Author  and  international  authority  of  Gulls  will  address 
a  joint  meeting  of  area  bird  and  nature  clubs  sponsored  by  the  Niagara 
Falls  Nature  Club  to  be  held  at  the  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  Collegiate 
Auditorium. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-A-Bird  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings  to 
be  included  on  Dial-A-Bird. ) 


******** 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 


29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


BACK  ISSUES:  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE;  $10.00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Brad  Lown ,  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 


212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 


WEATHER:  November's  unusually  warm  weather  stretched  out  the  migration  for  water- 

fowl  and  passerines  into  the  fall  movement  of  the  winter  finches  and  owls.  Buffalo 
saw  the  sun  during  47%  of  its  daylight  hours  as  compared  to  its  average  of  27% 

for  this  month.  A  three-day  cold  spell  with  temperatures  below  freezing  from  the 

20th  to  the  23rd  brought  less  than  an  inch  of  snow  compared  to  the  normal  12  inches. 
The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  42.5° (F)  compared  to  an  average  of  40.3° 
(F).  Temperatures  even  reached  the  comfortable  60s  the  week  before  the  cold  spell. 
Most  of  November's  4.44  inches  of  rainfall  occurred  during  the  last  week  of  the 
month . 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  The  Cattle  Egret  Robert  Sundell  spotted  on  the  13th  in  Harmony 
would  be  unusual  at  any  time.  Tundra  Swans  are  now  becoming  common  during  the 

fall  migration.  Don  Roberson's  count  of  2100  Redheads  on  the  Lewiston  Reservoir 

November  14th  may  be  the  high  count  for  that  species  for  the  year.  Fran  Rew  saw 

the  first  Rough-legged  Hawks  on  the  7th  in  both  Charlotte  and  Hartfield.  Willie 

D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  saw  the  first  Purple  Sandpipers  of  the  year  on  the  8th 

at  the  Falls.  Last  month's  Gull  excitement  was  the  Sabine's.  This  month  the  Nia¬ 
gara  Frontier's  reputation  was  upheld  by  an  Iceland  Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
and  Black-legged  Kittiwake  thanks  to  D'Anna,  Johnson  and  Andrle,  respectively. 

A  Dickcissel  visited  Wolfling's  feeder  in  Alden  on  the  22nd.  The  Barbers  located 
a  Snowy  Owl  in  Buffalo  Harbor  on  the  12th.  Many  of  our  members  also  observed  Snow 
Buntings,  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  throughout  the  month.  Despite  the 
snow  and  cold  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Bill  Watson  observed  a  Long-billed  Marsh 
Wren  at  Iroquois  on  the  26th. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Paul  Hess,.  Gordon  Bellerby,  Wavel  Barber,  Maxine 

Barber,  Bill  Burch,  Bill  Townfeend,  Doris  Burton,  Willie  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Don 
Endres ,  Terry  Mosher,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Fran  Rew,  Don  Roberson, 
Olga  Rosche ,  David  Suggs,  Debbie  Suggs,  Bob  Sundell  and  Bill  Watson. 


Kenneth  A.  Cohen 
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Name  of  Bird 
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Observers 

Common  Loon 

8 

35 

Niagara  River 

Endres 

Max. 

count 

-  10  other  reports  from  our  boundary  waters  and 

Chautauqua 

Lake . 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

8 

6 

Mayville 

Moshers ,  Raymonds 

Red-necked  Grebe 

14 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Ness  et  al 

27 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo 

• 

Watson 

Cattle  Egret 

13 

1 

Harmony  Twp. 

Sundell 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

11 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

13 

40 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

13,22 

22,172 

Mayville 

Rew,  Buck 

21 

1 

Depew 

W&M  Barber 

28 

23 

over  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Mute  Swan 

27 

2 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Snow  Goose  (blue 

morph  ) 

10 

33 

Stockton  Twp. 

Moshers 

Brant 

7 

36 

Bear  Lake 

Moshers , Raymonds 

- 

16 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Northern  Pintail 

11,27 

2,2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

14 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Blue-w.  Teal 

5L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Northern  Shoveler 

8,14 

3,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Canvasback 

22 

3500 

Beaver  Isl.  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

Redhead 

11,14 

600,2100 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

Ring-neck  Duck 

7 

3 

Mayville 

Rew , Buck 

Oldsquaw 

7F 

80 

Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Black  Scoter 

6  reports  from  Buffalo,  Mayville,  and  Amity  Lake, 

5  max . 

9 

Nov.  2-28 

!  • 

Surf  Scoter 

8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Roberson 

11 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

14 

17 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Hess 

White-w.  Scoter 

11 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

14 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

146 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

17 

87 

Mayville 

W&M  Barber 

Maximum 

counts  for  the  month. 

Ruddy  Duck 

1,7 

14,13 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D' Anna 

14 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Hess  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

l(ad. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Harrier 

7 

2 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

9 

3 

Hume  Twp . 

Pit  zr ick 

14 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

15 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

7 

1 

Hartfield  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

15 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

15 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

16 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

7F 

3 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

7F 

1 

Hartfield 

Rew,  Buck 

16 

19 

Chautauqua  Co. 

J&N  Leunsman 

22 

3 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

American  Coot 

8 

140 

Mayville 

Moshers ,  Raymonds 

13 

82 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Killdeer 

11 

3 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

15L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D&D  Suggs 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15L 

1 

Grand  Island 

McDonald 

Purple  Sandpiper 

8F 

4 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

15 

3 

Goat  Island 

D&D  Suggs 

Dunlin 

15 

4 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Endres 

Common  Snipe 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

15L 

1 

To na wanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Iceland  Gull 

29F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D' Anna 

*L .  Black-b.  Gull 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Johnson 

*Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

Common  Tern 

6L 

1-2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Snowy  Owl 

12 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

W&M  Barber 

12F, 13 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

14 

2 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Hess  et  al 

21 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

27 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Long-eared  Owl 

14  F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

8,14,26 

1,1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

13,30 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3-30 

2 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

8-30 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

4-30 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

6,17,18 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Beaver  Isl.  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

Marsh  Wren 

26L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

8L 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Eastern  Bluebird 

8L 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Rew 

8L 

3 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Cedar  Waxwing 

15 

200 

Ft.  Niagara 

D&D  Suggs 

N.  Mockingbird 

1 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D&D  Suggs 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D' Anna 

15 

1 

Grand  Island 

Me  Donald 

17 

1 

Mayville 

W&M  Barber 

23 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 
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Name  of  Bird 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

6-9 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

22 

1 

Niag. -on-the- 

Lake 

Endres 

Dickcissel 

22 

1 

Alden( f ) 

Wolf ling 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

7 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

D'  Anna 

7-30 

1-14 

Amity  Lake 

• 

Pitzr ick 

8 

8-10 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1L 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

2 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

3L 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

3L 

3-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Swamp  Sparrow 

26 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

10 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Snow  Bunting 

14 

1330 

Youngstown  to 

Shadigee  D'Anna,  Potter 

Max.  count  - 

8  other  reports  from  the  lake 

plains  and  Oakfield 

Twp. ,  Nov.  1- 

-15. 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2-23 

4-9  , 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

8 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

1-5 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

Pine  Siskin 

15 

225 

Porter  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

Max.  count  - 

7  other  reports  throughout 

the 

region,  Nov.  3-30. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

6  reports  throughout 

the  region  Nov 

.  1- 

3  0,  45  ma  x . 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

.  .  .268 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 

.  .  .  2 

Total  for  year.... 

******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 


Eskimo  Curlew 


In  August  of  1987,  the  Endangered  Species  Technical  Bulletin  reported 
the  possible  discovery  of  an  Eskimo  Curlew  nest  in  the  Canadian  Arctic.  However, 
the  nest  has  since  been  identified  as  belonging  to  the  Bristle-thighed  Curlew. 

There  have  been,  in  the  past  year,  at  least  four  confirmed  sightings  of  Eskimo 
Curlews.  One  was  seen  on  the  Platte  River  in  Nebraska,  and  another  was  seen  on 
the  Texas /Louisiana  border.  Three  more  curlews  were  sighted  on  the  Aransas  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  and  three  weeks  later  another  was  seen  on  Lac  Rendez-vous  in  the 
Northwest  Territories. 

The  status  of  the  Eskimo  Curlew  (Numenius  borealis)  has  been  in  question 
for  the  past  80  years.  By  the  last  quarter  of  the  19th  century,  this  bird  had 
been  nearly  extirpated  by  hunters.  Thousands  were  shot  on  their  northward  migration 
in  the  interior  of  the  United  States  and  on  their  southward  migrations  along  the 
Atlantic  coast.  The  curlew  like  many  other  shorebirds  flew  together  in  large, 
tight  flocks  which  made  mass  extermination  extremely  easy,  one  shot  often  killing 
as  many  as  six  birds.  By  1875,  most  of  the  large  flocks  had  disappeared.  Still 
the  hunting  continued  until  finally  no  birds  flew  through  most  parts  of  the  country. 
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Eskimo  Curlew,  cont. 

Little  is  known  concerning  the  life  cycle  of  the  Eskimo  Curlew.  It  was 
a  difficult  bird  to  find  on  its  nesting  territories  in  the  Canadian  tundra.  It 
is  known,  however,  that  the  bird  is  extremely  beneficial,  eating  Rocky  Mountain 
grasshoppers,  grubs  and  cutworms.  The  curlew  winters  from  southern  Brazil  to  Pata¬ 
gonia  . 


In  1976  an  Eskimo  Curlew  was  seen  at  Moosonee ,  Ontario,  in  1972  two  birds 
were  seen  in  Martha's  Vineyard.  Prior  to  these  sightings,  no  birds  had  been  seen 
since  1926. 

Many  scientists  have  considered  the  Eskimo  Curlew  to  be  an  extinct  bird, 
and  yet  several  confirmed  sightings  have  occured  in  the  recent  past.  Although 
the  status  of  the  Eskimo  Curlew  is  tenuous  at  best,  with  the  advent  of  recent  sight¬ 
ings,  interest  in  this  bird  has  been  rekindled.  It  is  hoped  that  education  and 
research  will  give  us  increased  insight  into  the  needs  of  this  endangered  species. 


*  *  *  * 


Roberta  McDonald 


Treasury  of  North  American  Birdlore,  A  Review 

A  newly  revised  25th  anniversary  edition  of  the  Treasury  of  North  American 
Birdlore ,  edited  by  Paul  Eriksson  and  Alan  Pistorius ,  contains  more  than  85  essays 
on  birds  or  related  subjects. 

It  becomes  a  very  readable  book,  partly  because  of  its  organization. 

Seven  groupings  combine  authors  from  various  times  and  with  varying  attitudes 
towards  their  subjects. 

For  example,  in  Section  V:  Birds  of  a  Feather,  John  Burroughs  describes 
the  activities  of  a  Shrike,  calling  it  "a  murderer  under  a  form  as  innocent  as 
that  of  a  Robin"  and  a  "scalper  of  the  innocents",  and  makes  no  attempt  to  prevent 
a  companion  from  throwing  stones  at  the  bird.  Yet  the  essay  is  filled  with  descrip¬ 
tive  detail  of  the  song  of  the  Shrike,  its  nesting  habits,  its  physical  appearance 
and,  of  course,  its  hunting  characteristics. 

Another  author  in  this  section,  Edward  Howe  Forbush,  tells  some  amazing 
stories  about  the  Great  Horned  Owl.  A  farmer  had  shot  one  when  the  bird  had  seized 
his  pet  tom  cat,  swooping  silently  in  on  it  from  behind,  and  tearing  out  its  vitals. 
In  another  account,  an  Owl  had  caught  a  black  snake  at  a  point  about  six  inches 
below  the  head,  but  the  part  of  the  snake  below  the  Owl's  talons  had  wrapped  itself 
about  the  bird's  body  so  that  it  could  not  fly.  Neither  would  give  up.  The  observer 
killed  the  snake  rescuing  the  weak  and  exhausted  Owl.  He  took  it  home  for  a  week 
to  recover  before  releasing  it  to  the  wild.  Among  other  titles  in  this  part  are 
"The  American  Dipper",  "The  Scavengers"  and  "The  King  of  Song". 

The  longest  section.  Birds  and  People  includes  such  intriguing  subjects 
as  "Presidential  Bird  Watcher",  "How  to  Get  Along  with  Birds",  "Bird  Doctor",  and 
"A  Lister  Is  (With  Qualms)  Born".  One  of  the  most  amusing  stories  concerns  Snobber , 
a  house  sparrow  in  New  York  City  that  had  become  a  pet,  flying  in  and  out  of  an 
apartment  window  and,  on  rainy  days,  flying  in  the  front  door,  perching  on  the 
elevator  operator's  shoulder  and  riding  up  to  its  eleventh  floor  home.  Other  antics 
are  equally  amazing. 
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Treasury  of  N.  A.  Birdlore,  A  Review,  cont. 

Many  of  the  selections,  however,  are  strictly  informative.  In  part  II: 
Flight  and  Migration,  Alan  Pistorius  sheds  "New  Light  on  Migration  Mysteries"  and 
Frank  Graham,  Jr.  describes  "Running  the  Gauntlet:  Migration  Hazards". 

The  editors  attempt  to  explain  What  Makes  a  Bird  Tick?  with  selections 
by  Roger  F.  Pasquier  "The  Origins  of  Birds"  and  "The  Bird's  Senses".  Did  you  know 

that  seabird-watching  boat  trips  sometimes  pour  heated  fish  oil  on  the  water,  an 

action  that  brings  shearwaters  and  petrels  into  view  with  astonishing  speed,  although 
in  most  other  birds  the  sense  of  smell  is  barely  developed?  As  for  taste,  birds 
have  only  40-60  taste  buds,  few  compared  to  man's  approximately  10,000.  John  K. 
Terres  ("Learning  in  Birds")  describes  a  surprising  characteristic  of  birds--playing. 
Along  with  other  examples,  he  reveals  that  "young  European  kestrels  in  the  wild, 
when  satiated  with  hunting,  return  to  their  former  breeding  territory  among  the 

sand  dunes  to  play  with  pine  cones,  grasses  and  roots  until  the  time  came  for  them 

to  start  hunting  again."  Young  gannets  in  captivity  play,  adult  crows,  ravens 
and  magpies  play,  house  sparrows  and  woodpeckers  play  and  in  Iceland,  eider  ducks 
were  seen  playing  in  the  waters  of  a  rapids. 

The  seventh  and  last  section  deals  with  Extinction  and  Conservation. 

Michael  Howard  and  Maurice  Brown  tell  of  the  days  when  Hawk  Mountain  was  a  shooter's 
paradise,  attracting  hunters  from  many  neighboring  states.  In  the  first  days  of 
the  sanctuary,  no  trespassing  signs  were  torn  down  overnight  and  carloads  of  angry 
gun-toting  hunters  were  turned  away.  Such  slaughter  befell  the  passenger  pigeon 
also  until  it  was  extinct  as  Audubon  and  William  Bridges  reveal.  Frank  Chapman, 
disturbed  by  the  increasing  use  of  bird  parts  on  women's  hats,  conducted  a  survey, 
listing  all  specimens  he  saw  on  two  late  afternoon  walks.  He  listed  40  species, 
among  them  Blackburnian  warblers,  snow  buntings,  shrike,  pine  grosbeak,  pileated 
woodpecker,  saw  whet  owl,  prairie  hen  and  Virginia  rail,  for  a  total  number  of 
173  individuals!  Just  one  street  -  14th  in  N.Y.C.  -  and  one  birder! 

Authors  include  such  famous  people  as  Rachel  Carson,  Joseph  Wood  Krutch 
and  Roger  Tory  Peterson.  Time  ranges  from  the  days  of  Audubon  to  today.  Each 
piece  is  not  necessarily  complete;  many  are  excerpted  from  books,  but  the  editors 
have  set  a  goal  and  followed  a  plan  which  is  helped  by  editorial  comments  at  the 
beginning  of  each  selection.  This  gives  the  reader  a  sense  of  progression. 

The  publisher  is  Paul  S.  Eriksson,  Middlebury,  Vermont,  1987. 

Marian  Dornhaffer 


******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Please  note  the  following  changes  in  your  roster: 

William  Broderick's  Telephone  No.  745-3969 

David  Suggs 

3905  North  Baily  Ave . 

Eggerts ville ,  NY  14226  Tel.  836-2868 

******** 
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Sept.  9-11;  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  Weekend.  This  is  south  of 

St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  150  miles  from  Buffalo.  Many  birders  go  over 
Friday  afternoon.  Possibility  of  good  hawk  flights,  and  shorebirds 
on  nearby  lagoons.  Motels  are  readily  available  so  reservations 
are  not  necessary.  For  details,  call  Bill  Burch.  (773-3690). 


Sept.  16-18:  Friday  -  Sunday.  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Rochester, NY 

Sept.  25:  Sunday.  Broderick  Park  and  Bird  Island  Pier.  Meet  at  Broderick 

Park  (at  foot  of  Ferry  Street)  at  9:00  a.m.  for  a  walk  along  the 
1.3  mile-long  pier. 


October  2:  Sunday.  Dundas  Marsh  and  Cootes '  Paradise  Lagoon  in  Hamilton,  Ont. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Bob  Curray  of  Hamilton  leading  this  trip. 
Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls, 

NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. ,  Hwy  62.  For  a  second 
meeting  place,  at  8:00  a.m.,  take  the  Hwy  20  exit  from  the  QEW ,  this 
side  of  Hamilton,  and  meet  on  Hwy  20  northbound  near  the  QEW.  The 
BOS  co-leader  is  Will  D'Anna  (1-731-4348). 


October  16:  Sunday.  October  Bird  Count  of  the  BOS.  (This  is  one  week  after 

the  Canadian  Thanksgiving  so  we  will  try  to  get  more  Canadian  parti¬ 
cipation.  ) 

October  30:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  clock  back  1  hour  Sat.  night. 


For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  Bill  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee 
Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY. 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS  FOR  1988 


Sept.  14:  MEMBERS  NIGHT  -  Bring  your  slides  and/or  stories  from  summer  birding 

experiences . 


Sept.  28: 


Oct.  13: 


Nov.  16: 
(3rd 
Wed.  ) 


RICHARD  KNAPTON  -  Nature  Expedition  Guide  from  Ridgeway,  Ontario 
will  present  a  program  on  the  Double-crested  Cormorants  of  Manitoba. 

This  is  a  Thursday  evening.  Richard  f french,  author  of  A  Guide  to 
the  Birds  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  will  present  an  interesting  and 
informative  program  on  the  birds  of  this  special  region. 

PETER  GRANT  -  Author  and  international  authority  of  Gulls  will  address 
a  joint  meeting  of  area  bird  and  nature  clubs  sponsored  by  the  Niagara 
Falls  Nature  Club  to  be  held  at  the  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  Collegiate 
Auditorium. 


******** 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-A-Bird  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings  to 
be  included  on  Dial-A-Bird. 

******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10.00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 


EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 

FIESTA 

comes  with  warblers , 
waves  of  warblefs 
moving  up  the  continents 

Yellows ,  Bay-breasteds 
Black-throated  Greens  and  Blues 
Myrtles  and  Magnolias 

flourishing  wing-tail  skirts  of  white  and  yellow 

Redstarts  flashing  flamenco  fans  of  orange  and  red 
Chestnut-sideds  with  headdresses  of  the  sun 

Then,  Blackburnians 

flown  from  orange  flames  of  Aztec  fires 
The  Prothonotary  emblazoned  with  Inca  gold 

Maxwell  Corydon  Wheat,  Jr. 
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JANUARY  1988 
THE  MONTH 


NUMBER  1 


WEATHER:  December  presented  a  preview  of  the  mild  winter 

that  followed.  The  average  temperature  of  34.3 
degrees  (F)  was  5.5  degrees  higher  than  normal. 
Three  cold  fronts  occurred  during  the  first, 
third  and  last  weeks  of  the  month  pushing  in  a 
noticeable  flight  of  Snowy  Owls  throughout  the 
month.  Only  9.8  inches  of  snow  fell  during  Decem¬ 
ber  with  the  largest  accumulation  of  3.4  inches 
occurring  during  the  last  week  of  the  month. 
The  warm  temperatures  resulted  in  open  water  along 
the  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  delayed  the  icing 
over  of  Lake  Chautauqua  until  the  27th.  Many 
of  our  members  reported  a  variety  of  Grebes,  Geese 
and  Ducks  from  all  locations  of  the  territory 
throughout  the  month. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Watson  and  Endres  reported  Bald  Eagles 

at  Iroquois  until  the  last  cold  spell  of  the  month 
drove  them  out.  Gula,  Jr.  and  Mosher  reported 
a  Red  Phalarope  in  Dunkirk  and  Canadaway  Creek 
from  the  23rd  to  the  28th  of  the  month.  Bellerby 
reported  the  Common  Black-headed  Gull  at  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  on  the  27th.  That  bird  had  been  re¬ 
ported  on  Dial-a-Bird  the  previous  month,  however, 
not  verified  for  the  records  of  the  Society. 
Our  members  submitted  seven  reports  of  Snowy  Owls 
in  the  Lake  Plains  area  from  the  1st  through  the 
31st  of  the  month.  These  reports  included  immature 
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and  mature  male  and  female  birds.  The  Junkins 
were  able  to  distinguish  a  Bohemian  Waxwing  on 
the  7th  in  the  Town  of  Weathers  field.  Many  of 
our  members  sighted  a  variety  of  Icterids  through¬ 
out  the  month.  The  winter  Finch  invasion  that 
commenced  during  November  continued  through  Decem¬ 
ber  . 

UNOFFICIAL  SIGHTINGS:  Reports  to  Dial-a-Bird  included  one 

Blue  Phase  Snow  Goose  and  a  flock  of  23  Snow  Geese 
during  the  first  and  last  week  of  the  month  respec¬ 
tively.  For  the  second  month  in  a  row,  reports 
to  Dial-a-Bird  indicated  an  immature  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  just  below  Horseshoe  Falls.  In  the  hawk 
department ,  observers  reported  a  Northern  Goshawk 
off  Millersport  Highway  in  November  and  December 
as  well  as  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  on  Grand 
Island.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  submit  verifica¬ 
tion  reports  for  unusual  sightings.  Even  if  reports 
are  not  accepted,  they  generate  interest  and  may 
result  in  later  observation  and  instruction  from 
other  members  of  the  BOS. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you:  Bob  Andrle ,  Marcy  Foster, 

Harold  Axtell,  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber,  Gordon 
Bellerby,  Lou  and  Doris  Burton,  Dave  Cooper,  Willie 
D' Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Don  Endres  ,  Jr.,  Paul  Hess, 
Max  Mason,  Terry  Mosher,  Bruce  Chilton,  Vivian 
Pitzrick,  Billy  Brown,  Doris  Hurlburt ,  Dale  Coats, 
Fran  Rew,  Dan  Roberson,  and  Bill  Watson  for  your 
field  reports.  If  your  name  is  not  in  this  section, 
you  haven't  been  turning  in  your  reports. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


******** 
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DECEMBER  1987  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 
1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Common  Loon 

1-31 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

8 

3 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

17 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

22 

1 

Mayville 

Mosher,  Chilton 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

Red-necked  Grebe 

5 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andr le 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

9 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

.  Andrle,  Foster 

Great  Blue  Heron 

14,23 

6,6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Tundra  Swan 

22 

75 

Mayville 

Mosher , Chilton 

Mute  Swan 

12 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

26 

3 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Redhead 

22 

50 

Mayville 

Mosher,  Chilton 

Ring-necked  Duck 

11,31 

3,4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

6 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Endres,  Keller 

6 

1 

LaSalle  Pk.,Bflo. 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

22 

150 

Mayville 

Mosher , Chilton 

Ruddy  Duck 

22 

1 

Mayville 

Mosher , Chilton 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

13 

3 ( 2ad. , 1  : 

imm.  )Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

23 

l(ad. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Northern  Harrier 

2,7,14 

3,5,8 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

25,26 

1,2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

4-31 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

12 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

23,29 

1,1 

Depew 

W&M  Barber 

Cooper's  Hawk 

7  reports 

from  throughout  the  region  Dec.  1-31. 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

11 

1 

Bethany  Twp. 

Mason,  Mahaney 

14 

1 

Orchard  Park  Twp. 

Andrle 

18 

1 

Somerset 

W&M  Barber 

18,30 

6,3 

Shadigee 

W&M  Barber 

24 

2 

Kent  Switch 

Rew , Buck 

American  Coot 

12 

2 

LaSalle  Pk,Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Killdeer 

27 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

6 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Endres,  Keller 

Red  Phalarope 

23,24,27 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

28 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Mosher 
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Name  of  Bird 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Little  Gull 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

27,28 

1,3 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont . 

Axtell 

C.  Black-headed  Gull 

27 

1 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

19 

18,500 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro, 

Endres , Keller 

26 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D' Anna , Potter 

31 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtell 

Glaucous  Gull 

6F 

1 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

31 

3 

Niagara  River 

Axtell 

Mourning  Dove 

2 

150-200 

Aurora  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

Snowy  Owl 

7  reports 

from  the  lake  plains  Dec 

.  1-31. 

Short-eared  Owl 

7F ,  14 

9,11 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

20 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1-31 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Cooper 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

6-31 

1 

Wales  ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

13 

1 

Belmont 

Pit zr ick 

18 

1 

Scio 

Pitzr ick 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lake  (f) 

Pitzrick  et  al 

1-31 

2 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-31 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

Carolina  Wren 

19 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

20-31 

1 

Bertie  Twp., Ont. 

Axtell 

26 

1 

Niagara  Fa  1.1s, Ont. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Eastern  Bluebird 

15,22,28 

1,3,4 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

N.  Mockingbird 

4 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Cooper 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Cooper 

13 

4 

Lewiston 

Cooper 

26 

1 

To nawanda 

Watson 

27 

2 

Lewiston 

Watson 

*Bohemian  Waxwing 

7 

1 

Wethersfield 

D&M  Junkin 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

24 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew, Buck 

26 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Cooper  et  al 

Swamp  Sparrow 

5 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

14 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

19 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Snow  Bunting 

17 

30 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

26 

9 

To  na  wa  n  da  Twp . 

Watson 

E.  Meadowlark 

12 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

Cooper 

Rusty  Blackbird 

5 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp.(f) 

D'  Anna , Potter 

8 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Common  Grackle 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

5-26 

4-90 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Roberson 

Purple  Finch 

1-23 

1-3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

4-75 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick , Adams 

2-24 

2-10 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

2-31 

1-2 

Belmont 

L&D  Burton 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-30 

25-35 

Belmont 

L&D  Burton 

1-31 

10-200 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

1-31 

1-32 

Amity  Lake ( f  ) 

Pitzrick 

24 

11 

S.  Dayton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  270 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  1 

Total  for  year .  271 


Addenda 


Snowy  Egret 
Northern  Goshawk 
Sandhill  Crane 


Wilson's  Phalarope 
Red  Phalarope 
Acadian  Flycatcher 
Bl.  Gray  Gnatcatcher 
Golden-w.  Warbler 
Prothonotary  Warbler 


June  20 
Apr  .  2  5  ;  Ma  y  2 
July  1 
May  19 
Nov. 13 
June  5 
Oct.  20 


Sept . 26 
June  20 


9;  June  4 


1  Iroquois  NWR 
1-2  Ward  Twp. 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

1  Vandal ia 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 
2  Tifft  Farm  NP 
1  Tifft  Farm  NP 
1  Williamsville 
1  Iroquois  NWR 


Johnson 

Klingensmith 

Yoerg  et  al 

Eaton 

Roy 

Johnson 

Bogacki 

Yoerg 

Johnson 


******** 


ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  Fifty-ninth  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 


A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  varied  weather.  It  rained  hard 
in  the  morning  and  the  wind  blew  hard  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  46  participants 
in  the  Buffalo  circle.  Seventy-two  species  were  counted;  53,929  individuals  were 
reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  59th  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported 

below. 


Date :  December  20,  1987 

Area :  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River 

and  adjacent  territory  -  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie 
and  Buffalo. 


Weather :  It  rained  all  morning  and  then  the  wind  blew  hard  in  the  afternoon. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  38°  (F)  to  an  afternoon 

high  of  43°  (F),  with  winds  from  the  S-SW  at  10-35  mph .  The  Niagara 

River  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  zero. 

Coverage :  Forty-six  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  6:00  a. m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were  127  (35.5  on  foot  and  91.5  by  car),  plus 
0  hours  at  feeders  and  4.5  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were  785.5  (37.5 
on  foot  and  748  by  car). 


Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 

M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle,  Marcya 
Foster,  James  Gregory.  38  species;  8214  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to 

the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Barbara 
Byron.  26  species;  3413  individuals. 
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Report  of  59th 

BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 

C.  Canada: 

Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road. 
Wavel  Barber,  Maxine  Barber,  Arthur  Schaffner.  30  species,  2583 
individuals . 

D.  Canada: 

Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west 
to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Ellen 
Schopp,  Marian  Dornhaffer.  31  species,  2524  individuals. 

E.  Canada: 

Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way 
and  Niagara  River.  Harold  Axtell,  Blayne  Farnan,  Drew  Campbell, 
Robert  Sommerville,  Brad  Clements.  36  species;  2722  individuals. 

F.  Niagara 
Falls : 

Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagar 
River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road. 
Ed  Crohn,  Bill  Vaughan,  Karen  Renning,  Harriet  &  Walter  Klabunde , 
Maryann  Stegmeier.  27  species;  17,159  individuals. 

G.  North 

Tona wanda : 

Military  Rd.  southwest  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 
northeast  to  area  boundary.  Marie  Wendling,  Anne  Bauer.  14  specie 
410  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda: 

Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  Willie  D'Anna,  Don  Roberson,  Betsy  Potter 
Bill  Watson,  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas.  41  species;  3917  individual 

J.  Buffalo: 

Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara 
River.  Margaret  Wright,  Jack  Wright.  12  species;  3229  individuals 

K.  Grand 

Island: 

West  of  Stony  Point  Rd. ,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagar 
River.  Kathy  Hentz ,  Sharon  Sisti,  Alec  Humann.  21  species;  559 
individuals . 

L.  Grand 

Island: 

Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stony  Point  Rd. 
west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch.  19  species;  351  individua 

M.  Grand 

Island: 

East  of  Stony  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara 
River.  Mike  Zebehazy.  26  species;  1148  individuals. 

N.  Grand 

Island: 

Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  Niagara 
River.  Robert  Brock,  David  Cooper.  21  species;  542  individuals. 

0.  Grand 

Island: 

Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd. ' east  to  the  Nia¬ 
gara  River.  Julia  Wells.  15  species;  399  individuals. 

P.  Grand 

Island: 

Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Merle  Malone,  Gerry  Rising 
31  species;  1641  individuals. 

Q.  Grand 

Island: 

South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Bogacki ,  Dick 
Christensen.  30  species;  5194  individuals. 
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Report  of  59th  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Species  Recorded;  With  reference  to  the  species  count ,  letters  in  parentheses 

indicate  the  territories  where  the  birds  were  found,  in  those 
cases  where  they  were  reported  from  three  or  fewer  territories. 


Common  Loon  -  10 
Horned  Grebe  -  3(B,D,L) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  20 
Mute  Swan  -  1(C) 

Canada  Goose  -  1213 

Wood  Duck  -  6(H,K) 

Am.  Black  Duck  -  513  High  since  1968,643 
Mallard  -  2168 

N.  Pintail  -  2(F)  Low  since  1947 
Ga  dwa 11  -  2  7 ( A , F ) 

Am.  Wigeon  -  28(A,F) 

Canvasback  -  4204(A,P,Q) 

Redhead  -  35(P,Q) 

Greater  Scaup  -  737 

Lesser  Scaup  -  1(M)  Low  since  1971 

Oldsquaw  -  7(N) 

Surf  Scoter  -  1(A) 

Common  Goldeneye  -  2520 
Bufflehead  -  215  Low  since  1965,160 
Hooded  Merganser  -  7(A,B) 

Com.  Merganser  -  2643 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  49 
N.  Harrier  -  10(C,E)  High  since  1949,11 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk  -  1(H) 

Cooper's  Hawk  -  1(E) 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  50 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3(B,C,E) 

Am.  Kestrel  -  35 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  11(F,H) 

Purple  Sandpiper  -  2(F) 

Dunlin  -  2(F) 

Little  Gull  -  2(A) 

Bonaparte's  Gull  -  10,767  High  since  1967 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  7692 
Herring  Gull  -  6339 

Glaucous  Gull  -  2(A) 

Great  Black-bk.  Gull  -  259 


Rock  Dove  -  1197 
Mourning  Dove  -  251 
Screech-Owl  -  6(C,M) 

Great  Horned  Owl  -  4  (H,K,M) 

Snowy  Owl  -  1  (E) 

Short-eared  Owl  -  1(C) 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  5 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  3(E,F,Q) 

Downy  Wdpkr.  -  40  Low  since  1962,35 
N.  (Yel.sh.)  Flicker  -  4  low  since  1968 

Blue  Jay  -  88  Low  since  1967 
Am.  Crow  -  242 

Black-capped  Chickadee  -  275 
Tufted-Titmouse  -  1(P) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  1(H) 

White-br.  Nuthatch  -  19  Low  since  1978 
Brown  Creeper  -  5(H,P,Q) 

Carolina  Wren  -  2(A,E)  1st  in  5  yrs . 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  7(E,H) 

Am.  Robin  -  3(E,M,Q)  Low 

European  Starling  -  10,233 
N.  Cardinal  -  135 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow  -  116  Low  since  1945 
Song  Sparrow  -  10  low 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  1(H) 

White-thr.  Sparrow  -  5(E,H,P)Low  since  1966 
White-cr.  Sparrow  -  1(C) 

Dark-eyed  Junco  -  29  Low  since  1965 
Red-w.  Blackbird  -  80(H)  Highest  since  1979 
E.  Meadowlark  -  4(E) 

Common  Grackle  -  1(H) 

Br.-head.  Cowbird  -  193(H)  Highest  ever 

House  Finch  -  133 

Am.  Goldfinch  -  73  Low 

House  Sparrow  -  1174 


******** 


Compiler  -  William  Bogacki 
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FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

Here  and  There 

If  you  have  taken  the  time  to  examine  the  results  of  the  Christmas  Birc 

Count  of  1986  in  the  large  edition  of  American  Bird,  you  might  have  found  some 

very  interesting  items.  For  example,  in  Duluth,  Minnesota,  15  parties  birded  6C 
hours  and  60  miles  on  foot;  51  hours  and  676  miles  by  car;  6.5  hours  and  6  miles 
on  skis;  7  hours  and  30  miles  by  bicycle.  (No  dogsleds?)  Isabella ,  Minnesota  went 
68  hours  and  64.75  miles  on  foot;  5.5  hours  and  42  miles  by  car;  15.2  5  hours  anc 
22.25  miles  by  ski;  4  hours  and  25  miles  by  snowmobile.  On  the  flip  side,  however, 

there  is  Honolulu  where  in  addition  to  other  efforts,  some  birders  went  3  hours 

and  2  miles  by  canoe. 

One  group,  in  a  boat,  near  the  San  Juans  in  Washington  was  stopped  by 
the  Coast  Guard  and  searched  for  contraband.  It's  not  surprising  that  the  officers 
left  shaking  their  heads.  Who  could  possibly  enjoy  setting  asea  in  the  middle 
of  winter  just  to  look  for  birds! 

Just  numbers  of  birds  sighted  in  some  areas  can  make  one  groan.  283 
species  with  4738  individuals  in  the  Central  Canal  Area,  R.P.,  while  Freeport, 
Texas  was  high  in  the  U.S.  with  212  species.  On  the  other  side  of  the  scale,  in 
Newfoundland,  "3  highland  areas  were  climbed  despite ...  heavy  snow  conditions.'1 
8  caribou,  1  crow,  1  raven  was  the  total  day's  count. 

We  can  all  sympathize  with  the  frustrated  group  at  Provo,  Utah,  who, 
after  a  fruitless  search  for  chukars ,  finally  sat  down  to  eat  lunch  at  about  2000 
feet.  Just  then,  several  of  the  sought  after  birds  walked  out  from  between  the 
rocks,  and  nearby,  10  to  15  more  appeared.  Even  more  typical  was  the  appearance 
of  a  Say's  phoebe  that  showed  up  feeding  on  spiders  in  a  salt  marsh  -  the  day  after 
the  count  concluded. 

Not  exactly  designed  for  speed  reading,  still  this  issue  is  worth  looking 

over . 

Marian  Dornhaffer 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Death  of  Esther  Becker 
submitted  by  Bill  Burch 

Esther  Becker,  the  good  friend  and  birding  companion  to  many  of  us,  died  Thurs¬ 
day,  September  1,  1988,  at  the  age  of  74.  She  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
in  Genesee  County. 

Esther  was  one  of  the  11  children  of  the  late  William  and  Edith  Pratt.  Growing 
up  in  Holland,  NY,  Esther  acquired  a  love  of  nature  and  the  outdoors  from  the  late 
Mabel  James,  a  naturalist  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Esther  and  her  late  husband  Elmer  joined  BOS  in  1974  .  She  headed  the  field 
trip  committee  several  years.  She  was  also  an  Audubon  Society  member  and  had  been 
a  volunteer  at  Beaver  Meadow  Nature  Center. 


-8- 


Vol.  54,  No.  1  "Membership  News"  cont. 

"Death  of  Esther  Becker"  cont. 

At  the  funeral  service,  a  neighbor,  in  his  eulogy,  expressed  our  thoughts 
when  he  said,  "Our  world  has  grown  a  little  smaller,  our  lives  less  abundant. 


But  let  us 

sorrow. " 

remember  the  pleasures ,  the  happiness  and  the  love  that  preceded  this 

******** 

BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 

October  16: 

Sunday.  October  Bird  Count  of  the  BOS.  Compiler:  Ed  Crohn  839-2259 

October  23: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at 
Citibank  in  the  Transitown  Plaza  (near  SE  corner  of  Main  and  Transit) 
Leader:  Dick  Christensen,  632-7762. 

November  6: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  or  at  8:15  on  Canadian  side  in  first  parking 
lot  upstream  of  the  Bridge.  Leader:  ?? 

November  20: 

;  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 

Rochester  GOS .  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  876-5862 

December  4 : 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  ?? 

December  18: 

Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 
territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781. 

December  26: 

Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 
457-3228 

December  31: 

Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 
Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper,  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 

January  8: 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

January  15: 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22  inclu¬ 
sive  is  acceptable.  Coordinator:  ?? 

For  further 

information  about  field  trips,  contact  Bill  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee 

Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY. 

******** 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


October  13:  This  is  a  Thursday  evening.  Richard  f french,  author  of  A  Guide  to 

the  Birds  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  will  present  an  interesting  and 
informative  program  on  the  birds  of  this  special  region. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

For  further  information  about  meetings  contact  Meeting  Chairman,  Morgan  Jones 
1-433-5687 


******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10.00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR;  Charles  Halvorsen 
212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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VOLUME  54  FEBRUARY  1988  NUMBER  2 

THE  MONTH 

WEATHER:  January  1988' s  spectacularly  mild  weather  with  an  absence  of  permanent 

snow  and  an  ice  free  harbor  coupled  with  the  cold  weather  farther  to  the  north 
produced  a  spectacular  month  for  the  numbers  of  species  seen,  including  unusual 
winter  visitors.  After  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  month  temperatures  climbed  above 
freezing  and  remained  there  until  the  last  week  of  the  month.  On  the  final  two 
days  of  the  month  we  reached  a  high  of  62°  (F).  The  average  temperature  for  the 
month  of  January  was  26.6° (F),  3.1  degrees  below  normal.  The  unusually  warm  weather 
was  accompanied  by  sunshine.  Buffalo  saw  the  sun  47%  of  the  time.  Total  snow 
fall  for  the  month  was  only  6.9  inches. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  January  1988' s  compilation  contains  approximately  seventy 

species  and  sub-species  from  the  reports  of  our  members.  Six  observers  reported 
Great  Blue  Herons  throughout  the  month.  The  open  water  in  the  territory  produced 
Green-winged  Teal,  Pintail  and  Shovelers.  Bill  Burch  and  others  observed  a  Harlequin 
Duck  on  the  Niagara  River  near  Lewiston.  Johnson  and  Harper  observed  Northern 

Goshawks.  Gordon  Bellerby  located  a  Gray  Partridge  in  Beamsville,  Ontario.  Bill 
Watson  and  Willie  D'Anna  added  the  Lesser  Black-Back  Gull  which  had  previously 
been  reported  on  Dial-a-Bird  to  the  list.  Robert  Sundell  distinguished  the  sub¬ 
species  E.a.  Alpestris  of  the  Horned  Lark  in  Kiantone  Township  on  the  23rd.  Vivian 
Pitzrick  observed  the  Eastern  Bluebird  at  Amity  Lake  on  January  31st.  Betsy  Potter 
aand  Willie  D'Anna  observed  a  Pine  Warbler  in  Wilson  at  a  feeder  and  also  in  Newfane 
Township  on  the  3rd  and  the  24th.  In  addition  to  the  seventy  species  listed  in 
Noteworthy  Records ,  our  members  observed  over  forty  other  species  during  the  month 
providing  the  BOS  with  an  official  record  of  over  110  species  for  January  1988. 
These  species  are  reported  in  the  compiler's  listing  at  the  end  of  the  column. 

The  large  number  of  species  observed  in  January  must  have  provided  many  of  our 
members  with  writers  cramp.  Birding  with  our  date  guide  produced  an  unusual  number 
of  species  which  were  seen  out  of  their  ordinary  time  of  year.  These  species  re¬ 
quired  verification  reports  for  our  society's  acceptance.  For  example,  the  Brant 
which  many  of  our  members  observed,  is  attributed  to  Bill  Watson,  Willie  D'Anna 
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and  others.  The  reason  for  that  particular  attribution  is  due  to  their  fine  verifi¬ 
cation  reports  of  the  sighting.  Please  remember  to  check  the  date  guide  while 
birding  to  determine  whether  or  not  your  observation,  even  of  a  common  bird,  requires 
a  verification  report. 

The  highlight  of  January  1988  was  the  communication  among  our  members.  Bill  burch 
and  others  were  on  the  phone  to  many  members  of  the  organization  reporting  unusual 
sightings  both  in  and  outside  our  territory.  These  calls  in  turn  stimulated  other 
members  to  make  similar  calls  so  that  the  membership  was  able  to  learn  about  the 
presence  of  unusual  species  and  plan  field  trips  together. 

THE  MISSING  BIRDS:  Conspicuously  absent  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  of  January 

1988  are  the  Trumpeter  Swan  and  the  Ross'  Goose  which  many  of  our  members  observed 
during  the  month.  This  absence  does  not  reflect  any  question  about  the  identity 
of  the  birds  by  our  compilers,  but  rather  respect  for  the  Ontario  Field  Ornitholo¬ 
gist's  Ontario  Records  Committee's  decisions  before  action  on  their  part.  An  un¬ 
banded  Trumpeter  Swan  was  observed  in  the  wildlife  sanctuary  on  the  Niagara  River 
in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  Our  compilers'  initial  investigation  revealed  that  Canadian 
wildlife  authorities  were  attempting  to  reestablish  Trumpeter  Swans  in  the  east 
by  putting  Trumpeter  Swans'  eggs  in  Mute  Swan  nests  in  colonies  along  the  North 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  Their  further  investigation  revealed  that  cygnets  from 

this  program  were  all  banded.  Further  investigation  indicated  that  wildlife  author¬ 
ities  in  the  State  of  Michigan  and  elsewhere  in  the  Mid-West  were  also  attempting 
to  reestablish  the  Trumpeter  Swan  by  transplanting  their  eggs  to  the  nests  of  other 
swans.  Not  all  the  cygnets  from  those  broods  were  banded,  raising  the  possibility 
that  the  immature  bird  observed  in  Fort  Erie  might  be  from  the  United  States. 
Since  the  bird  was  observed  in  Ontario,  Canada,  our  compilers  have  decided  to  delay 
their  formal  decision  until  the  Ontario  Field  Ornithologist's  Records  Committee 
reaches  a  decision  on  the  status  of  the  Trumpeter  Swan. 

Our  compilers  are  having  a  more  difficult  decision  related  to  the  Ross'  Goose. 
Their  investigation  has  revealed  that  there  are  so  many  waterfowl  breeders  in  On¬ 
tario  that  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  eliminate  the  chance  that  the  bird  which 
was  observed  might  be  an  escapee.  They  also  are  carefully  comparing  the  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  bird  to  eliminate  the  possibility  that  it  may  be  a  hybrid.  Again, 
our  compilers  have  decided  to  delay  a  decision  about  the  bipd  until  the  Ontario 
Field  Ornithologist's  Records  Committee  reaches  a  decision. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Robert  Andrle,  Joe  Thill,  Gordon  Bellerby,  Bill 

Burch,  Bill  Burton,  Willie  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Bill  Watson,  Gerald  Rising,  Don 
Endres ,  Joe  Gula ,  Sr.,  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.,  T.  Mahoney,  Tom  Harper,  Dave  Junkin,  Marty 
Junkin,  Chris  Eisenhard,  Eric  Eisenhard,  Jane  Lindquist,  Dave  Kyler ,  Hans  Kunze, 
Priscilla  Pratt,  Linda  Holmes,  Teddy  Dann,  Beth  Hohensee ,  Bill  Bogacki ,  Walter 
and  Harriette  Klabunde ,  Roberta  McDonald,  Terry  Mosher,  Bob  Sundell ,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
Raymond  Pitzrick,  Margaret  Barnette,  Fran  Rew  and  Olga  Rosche  for  your  field  reports. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

******** 
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JANUARY  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1  9  84  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  that 
to  the  "Date 
(  B  .  0  .  S  . 
files  of  the 


* 

F 

L 

(  f  ) 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 
Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Common  Loon 

1 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson  et  al 

1,2 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr.  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Rew  et  al 

2,15 

4,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

3 

1 

Buffalo 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

9,23 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Horned  Grebe 

5  reports  from 

the 

Niagara  R.  and  Dunkirk 

Harbor,  Jan.  1-23,  4  max. 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1-5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher, Gula  Jr.  et  al 

3 

1 

Olcott 

W&H  Klabunde 

Great  Blue  Heron 

16 

26 

Grand  Island 

McDonald 

5  other 

reports 

from  the  lake  plains,  Iroquois  NWR,  and  Genesee 

Co. ,  Jan 

i.  1-28. 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

4 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

6 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

9 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

10 

1 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

Burch  ( BAS ) 

10 

12 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson  et  al 

3 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

10 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Burch  ( BAS ) 

22,23 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher , D' Anna  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

10-13 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew, Gula  Jr.,  Mosher 

et  al 

19 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont 

.  Yoerg , Bellerby  et  al 

Brant 

30 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont 

.  Watson , D' Anna  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

16 

500 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

16,31 

1200 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Watson 

22 

230 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

Maximum 

counts 

for 

the  month. 

Wood  Duck 

2 

1 

Cassadaga 

Gula  Jr. 

3 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

9 

1 

Cassadaga 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Green-w.  Teal 

1 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

23 

2 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

24 

3 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Pintail 

2,13,15 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

12 

9 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

12,18,29 

5-6 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

30 

2 

Chippawa ,  Ont . 

Watson,  Rising 

Northern  Shoveler 

6 

7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

January  Number 

Location 

Observers 

Canvasback 

1 

2500 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Me  Donald 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1,2 

4,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

9 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Harlequin  Duck 

10 

1 

Niagara  R. , Lewiston 

Burch  ( BAS  ) 

17,18 

1 

Niagara.  R.  ,Lewist-on 

D'Anna,  Watson  et 

a 

31 

1 

Niagara  R. , Lewiston 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Surf  Scoter 

6 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

White-w.  Scoter 

6  reports  from  the  Niagara  R.  and  Dunkirk  Harbor, Jan.  1-31,  4 

ma 

Hooded  Merganser 

8  reports  from  the  Niagara  R. ,  Dunkirk  Harbor  and  St.  Catharines 

Ont . ,  Jan.  1- 

31,  3  max. 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher,  Sundell 

10 

1 

Niagara  R.  Lewiston 

Burch  ( BAS ) 

Bald  Eagle 

30 

1  (ad.  ) 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

Watson,  D'Anna  et 

al 

Northern  Harrier 

1,24 

6,10 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

3 

6 

Niagara  Co. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Maximum  counts 

for  the 

month.  10  other  reports  Jan.  1-31. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

7  reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Jan.  2- 

31. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

6  reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Jan.  1- 

22. 

Norther  Goshawk 

7 

1  ( ad.  ) 

Williamsville(f ) 

Johnson 

12 

1 ( imm. ) 

Darien  ( f ) 

Harper 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

12  reports  from  throughout  the  region,  Jan.  1 

-31. 

American  Coot 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

2 

78 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

3,4 

1 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

D' Anna , Bellerby  et 

a. 

Killdeer 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

14 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Endres  et  al 

1-29 

1-4 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Watson  et 

al 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

Dunlin 

2 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson  et  al 

29 

1 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

Common  Snipe 

23 

5 

Gerry  Twp. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Endres  et  al 

1 

1 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Rising  et 

al 

13 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers,  Gula  Jr. 

20-28 

2-3 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

2 

1200 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

3 

8000 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Endres  et  al 

1,2 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Watson  et  al 

21,24 

1,2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Bellerby 

31 

3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Andrle,  Gregory 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

1,2 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Watson,  D'Anna  et 

al 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Endres  et  al 

1,2 

3,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Watson  et  al 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

16 

150 

Grand  Island 

Me Donald 

Snowy  Owl 

3 

5 

Buffalo  Waterfront 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

6  other  reports  from 

the  lake  plains,  Jan.  1 

-31. 

Long-eared  Owl 

3 ,10 

3,1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Watson  et 

al 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

Short-eared  Owl 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 
Horned  Lark 

E.  a .  alpestris 
Tufted  Titmouse 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 


Carolina  Wren 

Winter  Wren 
Eastern  Bluebird 
American  Robin 
N.  Mockingbird 

Cedar  Waxwing 

Northern  Shrike 
Pine  Warbler 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

Snow  Bunting 
Red-w.  Blackbird 

E.  Meadowlark 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 


Brown-h.  Cowbird 


Purple  Finch 
Common  Redpoll 
Pine  Siskin 

Evening  Grosbeak 


January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

1 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

10 

3 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

17 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

19 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson 

9 

reports 

from  throughout  the  region,  Jan. 

1-31. 

15 

50 

Sheldon  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

31 

10 

Niagara  &  Orleans  Co 

.  D'Anna,  Watson 

23 

14 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

1-31 

1 

Amity  Lake  ( f ) 

Pit zrick 

1-31 

2 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

1 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Watson , Endres  et  al 

1-31 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

2,20 

1 

Lewiston  Twp.  (f) 

W&H  Klabunde 

16 

2 

Portland  Twp.  (f) 

Mosher ,  Vernons 

21 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D' Anna 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson,  D'Anna  et  a 

31 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

17 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

1 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Rising 

1 ,10 

1,3 

Lewiston 

Watson  et  al 

30 

1 

Niagara  on  the  Lake 

Watson  et  al 

3 

75 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

5 

other  reports  from 

throughout  the  region, 

Jan.  1-31. 

6  reports  from  throughout  the  region,  Jan.  2-31 


3 

1 

Wilson  ( f ) 

D'  Anna ,  Potter 

24 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

9 

1 

Williamsville  (f) 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

17 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

3 

2 

Snyder,  Ont. 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

17 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

30 

200 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

M.  Junkin 

3-27 

1-18 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

7-31 

1-30 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

30 

1 

Beamsville,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Rew 

23 

2 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell  et  al 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  (f) 

Watson 

5-15 

1 

Wheatfield  ( f ) 

D'Anna,  Potter 

30 

1 

Darien  ( f ) 

Harper 

1-31 

1-20 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

3-14 

1-11 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

7-31 

1-30 

Wheatfield  Twp.(f) 

D'Anna,  Potter 

19 

110 

To  na  wa  n  da  Twp . 

Hess 

1-31 

1-6 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zrick 

28 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

D.  Junkin 

1-31 

4-65 

Amity  Lake  ( f ) 

Pit  zrick 

ither 

reports  from 

throughout  the  region, 

Jan.  1-31. 

16 

200 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

Watson  et  al 

6  other  reports  from  east  and  south  of  Buffalo,  Jan.  1-31. 
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Vo 1 .  54,  No.  2  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Other  species  reported  in  January:  Amer.  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  American 

Wigeon,  Redhead,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead, 
Common  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Ring-n. 
Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Rock  Dove, 
Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher, 
Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Blue 
Jay,  American  Crow,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden- 
cr.  Kinglet,  European  Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  Amer.  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow, 
White-thr.  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 

Total  species,  subspecies  &  hybrids . 113 


******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  Field  Trip  of  January  24 ,  1988 
Niagara  River  and  Winter  Land  Birds 

Four  Allegany  County  birders  joined  21  of  us  in  spite  of  correct  weather 
predictions  for  a  gloomy,  snowy/rainy  day.  Our  hopes  were  raised  at  our  first 
stop  by  seeing  a  Little  Gull  off  Lewiston  dock.  There  were  numerous  Old  Squaws 
on  the  river.  One  of  our  dependable  Northern  Mockingbirds  obliged  in  the  nearby 
rosebush  tangles. 

Several  waterfowl  species  were  added  at  the  Fort  Niagara  end  of  the  river, 
but  numbers  of  waterfowl  were  low.  Our  old  faithful  resident  Great  Horned  owl 
flew  out  of  his  perch  in  the  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery,  where  we  also  found  pheasant 
feathers  of  his  earlier  meal. 

On  to  Lutts  Road  where  we  located  whitewash  and  pellets  of  the  Long-eared 
owls  seen  on  another  day  in  the  evergreen  woods.  We  were  greeted  only  by  Black- 
capped  Chickadees  and  identified  fox  scat  and  deer  droppings  in  the  evergreen  copse. 

An  actively-hunting,  female  Northern  Harrier  was  checked  off  along  with 
several  American  Kestrels  as  we  headed  for  Robert  Moses  Power  Plant  where  a  Glaucous 
Gull  was  seen  amongst  the  Herrings  and  Ring-billeds .  We  then  searched  in  vain 
for  the  Snowy-owl  which  had  been  behind  Niagara  University  since  late  November 
1987. 


Buffleheads,  Goldeneyes,  Killdeer  and  Song  Sparrows  were  noted  near  Goat 
Island.  Purple  Sandpipers  were  not  to  be  found  this  day.  We  finished  our  outing 
by  viewing  350  Mallards  on  Goat  Island  where  birders  commented  they  had  never  gotten 
so  close  to  American  Wigeons ,  which  were  mixed  in  the  Mallard  pack.  A  couple  of 
barnyard  escapees  were  also  in  the  grouping. 

Co-leaders:  David  Cooper  and  Bill  Burch 

Submitted  by  David  Cooper,  M. D. 


******** 
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Vol.  54,  No.  2  "Organizational  Activities"  cont. 


Report  of  the  January  1988  Waterfowl  Count 


Summarized  below  is  the  result  of  the  thirty-fourth  annual  waterfowl 
count  in  Region  #1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  Results  of  the  -i: 
counts  in  all  regions  of  the  Federation  will  be  summarized  in  the  Kingbird.  The 
count  was  scheduled  for  the  period  January  9,  1988  through  January  17,  1988.  Janu¬ 
ary  10th  was  selected  as  the  target  date. 


Common  Loon 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

Tundra  Swan 

13 

Snow  Goose 

1 

Canada  Goose 

2 ,106 

American  Black  Duck 

378 

Mallard 

4,768 

Northern  Pintail 

11 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

12 

American  Wigeon 

9 

Canvasback 

1,511 

Redhead 

90 

Greater  Scaup 

1,504 

Lesser  Scaup 

33 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

Oldsquaw 

3,758 

Black  Scoter 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

1,212 

Common  Goldeneye 

3 ,672 

Buf f lehead 

312 

Hooded  Merganser 

19 

Common  Merganser 

1,976 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1,250 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

American  Coot 

66 

Total 

22 , 713 

Number  of  Species 

26 

Average 

Average 

Average 

3rd  time  recorded  in  20  years 

3rd  time  recorded 

4th  Highest 

Average  for  14  years 

Only  exceeded  by  '86  &  '87  counts 

Average 

6th  lowest  in  20  years 
5th  lowest  in  20  years 
8th  Lowest 
Below  average 
Average  for  14  years. 

Average  for  14  years 

5th  time  recorded 

6th  highest 

Average 

Highest 

Average 

Average 

3rd  Highest 

5th  Lowest 

Highest 

5th  time  recorded  in  20  years 
Highest 

Average 

Only  exceeded  by  1987  count 


The  following  are  the  areas  covered  and  the  compilers  for  each  area: 

A  -  Lake  Ontario,  Pt .  Breeze  to  Olcott  -  Wavel  Barber 
B  -  Lake  Ontario,  Olcott  to  Fort  Niagara  -  Walter  Klabunde 
C  -  Fort  Niagara  to  base  of  Falls,  U.S.  side  -  Willie  D'Anna 

D  -  Niagara-on-the-Lake  to  base  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Mike  Zebehazy 
E  -  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  -  Joe  Thill 
F  -  Peace  Bridge  to  rim  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Harold  Axtell 
G  -  Grand  Island  -  Karen  Renning 

H  -  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  South  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek  -  David  Suggs 
I  -  Lake  Erie,  Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  state  line  -  Fran  Rew 
J  -  Jamestown  and  Chautauqua  Lake  -  Robert  Sundell 
K  -  Olean  and  Salamanca  -  Steve  Eaton 
L  -  Allegany  County  -  Lou  Burton 
M  -  Batavia  -  David  Keller 
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Vol.  54,  No.  2  "Organizational  Activities"  cont. 


Report  of  January  1988  Waterfowl  count,  cont. 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  areas  -  Don  Endres ,  Jr. 

0  -  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Odmund  Olsen 
P  -  Towns  of  Amherst  and  Clarence  -  Marie  Wendling 

Q  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  (Bflo.  )  -  Ellen  Schopp 
R  -  Buffalo  South  Parks  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Many  thanks  to  the  compilers  and  all  others  that  participated  in  this  project. 

The  Waterfowl  Count  for  1989  will  be  held  January  14th  through  January  22nd;  January 
14th  through  January  22nd;  January  15th  is  the  target  date. 

COMPILER  -  WAVEL  H.  BARBER 


******** 

BOS  Rare  Bird  Hotline 


Due  to  the  recent  surge  in  local  birding  activity  and  the  related  desires 
to  chase  down  straying  avifauna,  it  seems  an  appropriate  time  to  reorganize  and 
revitalize  our  grapevine. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  about  the  latest  feathered  flyers  to 
find  our  frontier,  please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible.  You  must  be  willing 
to  receive  many  rare  bird  calls  and  pass  the  word  along  to  one  or  two  people  for 
each  sighting.  If  you  cannot  reach  your  designated  person(s)  you  must  go  down 
the  list  and  call  the  person(s)  who  would  normally  be  called  by  your  designated 
person(s).  Given  the  number  of  rarities  that  have  been  found  this  year,  only  people 
with  fit  fingers  and  phones  need  apply.  Some  toll  calls  probably  cannot  be  avoided 
but  an  effort  will  be  made  to  reduce  them  as  much  as  possible. 

Please  call  or  write  before  December  7,  1988: 

Willie  D'Anna 

2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
(716)  731-4348 

IMPORTANT:  Please  include  name,  address,  and  phone  number. 

******** 

BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


November  6:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti 

entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  or  at  8:15  on  Canadian  side  in  first  parking 
lot  upstream  of  the  Bridge. 


November  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 

Rochester  GOS .  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  876-5862 
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Vol.  54,  No.  2  "Field  Trips",  "Meetings 


Field  Trips,  cont. 

December  4:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 

territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781. 


December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper.  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14  -  22  inclu¬ 
sive  is  acceptable.  Coordinator:  ?? 


For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  Bill  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee 
Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY. 


******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive, 
excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  in  the 
Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

For  further  information  about  meetings  contact  Meetings  Chairman,  Morgan  Jones 
1-433-5687 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 


******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 

******** 
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THE  MONTH 

On  the  whole,  February  was  a  quiet  month  with  no  unusually  low  tempera¬ 
tures  and  no  big  snowstorms.  It  began  with  a  high  of  53°  (F)  -  average  43°  (F)  - 
though  the  average  for  the  month  was  24.3°  (F)  -  a  departure  of  only  0.2°  from 
the  norm.  Most  of  the  days  were  cloudy,  and  though  traces  of  snow  appeared  on 
twenty  days,  the  only  appreciable  snow,  ten  inches,  fell  on  the  6th,  which  was 
also  the  coldest  at  7°(F). 

The  warmer  water  of  Dunkirk  Harbor  lures  birds,  and  there  on  the  1st 
of  the  month  Terry  Mosher  found  a  Wood  Duck,  and  with  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.  on  the  26th 
saw  2  Red-necked  Grebes  and  300  Canada  Geese.  At  Fort  Erie  on  the  14th  Bill  Watson 
saw  a  Mute  Swan.  Two  Hooded  Mergansers,  which  Gordon  Bellerby  assumed  to  be  a 
mated  pair,  were  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake .  White-winged  Scoters  were  found  at  various 
places,  120  of  them  on  Lake  Ontario  from  Shadigee  to  Point  Breeze. 

An  interesting  sighting  of  gulls  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  was  reported 
by  Gordon  Bellerby.  On  the  6th,  he  found  1305  Bonaparte's  Gulls,  but  on  the  10th 
there  were  only  10  left  and  two  days  later  none.  Meanwhile,  though  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  month  there  was  only  one  Little  Gull,  by  the  4th  there  were  7,  with 
only  117  Bonaparte's  left.  By  the  10th  the  Little  Gulls  were  gone  and  by  the  12th 
so  were  all  the  Bonaparte's.  In  1987  the  "Fly-past"  had  ended  by  the  15th. 

On  the  14th,  Bob  Andrle  found  a  Glaucous  Gull  in  Buffalo  Harbor,  and 
on  the  28th  Dick  Collins  saw  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Niagara  Falls.  Snowy  Owls  were 
reported  by  several  observers  in  the  Carlton  Township  and  in  Allegany  County. 
Horned  Larkes  seemed  fewer  than  usual,  though  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found 
60  in  Cambria  Township.  Snow  Buntings  were  reported  in  large  numbers  from  many 
areas:  350  in  Barre  Township  by  Don  Endres ,  250  by  Terry  Mosher  in  Pomfret  Town¬ 

ship,  100  in  Wales  by  Art  Rosche.  The  Tufted  Titmouse  retained  its  usual  count, 
and  the  Pine  Siskins  weree  well  represented.  The  American  Tree  Sparrow  was  hard 
to  find,  though  the  Burtons  reported  some  in  Belmont. 
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A  few  over-wintering,  warm-weather  birds  -  or  possibly  early  migrants 
were  recorded:  a  Brown  Thrasher  at  Fort  Erie  by  Dr.  Sommerville,  a  Swamp  Sparrow 

in  Tonawanda,  a  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake ,  a  Flicker  on  Grand 
Island,  Song  Sparrows  and  Common  Grackles  here  and  there.  Widely  seen  were  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbirds  and  Brown-headed  Cowbirds.  Probably  the  most  interesting  detail 
of  the  month  was  in  Vivian  Pitzrick's  report  that  at  Amity  Lake  on  the  18th  two 
Bluebirds  were  seen  feeding  on  rose  hips. 

MARIE  WENDLING 

******** 

FEBRUARY  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 


1  9  8  4  )  ha  s  beer 

i  received  and 

placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

• 

*  _ 

Indicates  first 

record  for  the  year. 

F 

Indicates  first 

record  for  the  migration. 

L 

Indicates  last 

record 

for  the  migratio 

n  . 

(  f  )  - 

Indicates  record  from 

feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

February  Number 

Location 

Observers 

*Red-necked  Grebe 

15-29 

1-2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr., Mosher  et 

Great  Blue  Heron 

19 

6 

Tonawanda 

Ga  las 

Mute  Swan 

14  ,28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Watson , Johnson  et 

Wood  Duck 

1 

1 

Cassadaga 

Mosher 

Northern  Pintail 

14 

2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

18 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Galas 

2  6  F 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

Redhead 

19 

18 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

White-w.  Scoter 

4 ,12 

3,6 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

17-26 

1-4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher, Gula  Jr.  et 

24 

12  0 

Shadigee  to  Pt .  Breeze  Endres 

Hooded  Merganser 

14 

2 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

15,28 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

*Turkey  Vulture 

29F 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mahoney 

Northern  Harrier 

9  reports  from 

the  lake  plains,  Feb.  1-29. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

5  reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Feb. 

1-29. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

7  reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Feb. 

1-29. 

Northern  Goshawk 

28 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Red-should.  Hawk 

4 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mahoney 

14 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

17 

1 

Hanover  Twp. 

Mosher 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

28 

64 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

6 

18 

Chautauqua  Co. 

Gula  Jr. 

14 

9 

Yates  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

Max.  counts  -  13  other  reports  throughout  the 

region,  Feb.  1-29. 

Killdeer 

2  OF 

1 

Elma  Twp. 

Collins 

Dunlin 

14 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Little  Gull 

4 

7 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

6 

1305 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Collins , DiDomenico 

Glaucous  Gull 

14 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andr le 

Snowy  Owl 

11 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Rising  et  al 

21 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

21 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Mosher, Gula  Jr. 

et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

7,17 

7,5 

Cambria  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

28 

4 

Port  Colborne,  Ont . 

Johnson,  Farnan(BOS) 

Short-eared  Owl 

10 

8 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

10 

11 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'  Anna  et  al 

14 

10 

Yates  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

14 

1 

Lake  Ontario  Plains 

Rising 

27 

7-9 

Sheldon  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

29 

20 

Yates  Twp. 

Cohen  et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

7 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'  Anna 

18 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Galas 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  6 

reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Feb. 

1 

-29. 

*Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

25-29 

1 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Northern  Flicker 

18 

1 

Grand  Island 

Ga  las 

Horned  Lark 

14  ,27 

60 

Cambria  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-29 

1-4 

Amity  Lake ( f ) 

Pitzrick , Bur ton 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

21 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson 

Carolina  Wren  1-8 

,  9-29 

1,2 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont. 

Axtell 

20 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

Cohen, Watson  et 

al 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Collins,  DiDomenico 

Eastern  Bluebird 

18 

2 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

American  Robin  6 

reports  from 

throughout  the  region,  Feb. 

7 

-29. 

*Brown  Thrasher 

18 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Cedar  Waxwing 

20 

26 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

Northern  Shrike 

11 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Johnson 

28 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Galas 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

29 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Cohen  et  al 

*Lapland  Longspur 

14  ,27 

1,3 

Cambria  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Snow  Bunting 

11-14 

250 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

14 

40 

Yates  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

21 

60 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

24 

100 

Wales 

A.  Rosche 

24 

350 

Barre  Twp. 

Endres 

Red-w.  Blackbird  10 

reports  from 

the 

lake  plains  and  Iroquo 

is 

NWR,  Feb.  1-29. 

Common  Grackle 

10 

1 

Tona wanda ( f ) 

Watson 

12 

1 

Alabama  Twp .(f) 

Endres 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

14,20  64,72 

Tona wan da 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

24 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

26 

1 

Friendship  Twp. 

L&D  Burton 

Pine  Siskin 

1-29  15 

-77 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

1-29  40 

-60 

Belmont 

L&D  Burton 

Max.  counts  -  4 

other  scattered  reports. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-29  2 

-68 

Amity  Lake ( f ) 

Pitzrick 

3-29  20 

-60 

Wales  ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Max . 

counts  -  4  other 

reports  from  east  and  south  of  Buffalo. 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 
Total  for  year . 


******** 


FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

"LET'S  GO  FOR  BLUEBIRDS!" 

Grandmother  would  call  on  a  February  morning 

snow  sparkling  in  the  sun 

Pulling  on  her  wool  cap 

she'd  lead  me  down  the  cow  path 

crusts  of  ice  crackling  under  our  boots 

"Wait.  Let's  look  around,"  she'd  whisper 
when  we  reached  the  orchard 
We'd  search  rows  of  apple  trees 
their  gray  trunks  gnarled 
their  branches  craggy 

If  I  heard  it 

the  blue-backed  thrush  with  chestnut  breast 
I'd  wait  for  Grandmother  to  point 
trying  to  keep  her  voice  to  a  hoarse  whisper: 
"There  he  is  over  there  --  like  a  bit  of  sky. " 

Even  today,  when  I  heard  the  warble 
I  waited  for  Grandmother 

Maxwell  Corydon  Wheat,  Jr. 

Maxwell  Corydon  Wheat,  Jr.  is  an  editor,  author,  poet  and  birder. 

******** 


BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


November  6:  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti 

entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  or  at  8:15  on  Canadian  side  in  first  parking 
lot  upstream  of  the  Bridge. 

November  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 

Rochester  GOS .  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  876-5862 


December  4 : 


Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18: 


Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 
territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 
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December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 

December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper.  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 


For  further  information  about  field  trips,  contact  Bill  Burch,  Field  Trips  Committee 
Chairman  (773-3690),  Grand  Island,  NY. 


******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p . m. 

For  further  information  about  meetings  contact  Meetings  Chairman,  Morgan  Jones 
1-433-5687 


******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD.  ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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March  was  generally  unremarkable  with  respect  to  its  weather.  The 
temperatures  averaged  22°  above  normal  for  the  month.  This  figure  reflects  9  days 
of  below  normal  daily  averages  between  the  14th  and  22nd.  The  high  for  the  period 
was  a  78°  (F)  reading  recorded  on  the  29th.  As  noted  below,  there  was  only  one 
spell  of  weather  conducive  to  significant  migration  flights. 

There  were  no  sightings  of  extraordinary  ornithological  significance 
during  the  month.  Twenty  species,  sub-species  or  hybrids  were  reported  for  the 
first  time  this  year  during  March. 

Waterfowl  and  wading  birds  provided  much  of  the  interest  during  March. 
There  were  5  different  reports  of  Tundra  Swans  on  the  6th.  The  most  significant 
number  was  a  report  by  the  Pitzricks  of  494  Tundra  Swans  at  Amity  Lake  on  the  12th. 
Also  on  the  6th  was  the  report  of  a  Red-throated  Loon  at  Port  Weller. 

Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  was  the  scene  of  several  interesting 
sightings  in  March.  Don  Endress  noted  a  Barnacle  Goose  and  a  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  there  on  the  22nd.  Both  of  these  sightings  were  the  first  of  the  year  re¬ 
corded  for  those  species.  The  first  Eared  Grebe  of  the  year  was  reported  at  Iro¬ 
quois  on  the  31st.  Adult  Bald  Eagles  were  reported  at  the  nest  there. 

Other  species  being  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  1988  during  March 
were  Greater  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  American  Woodcock  and  the 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron. 

From  the  23rd  through  the  30th,  there  were  generally  strong  southwest 
winds  with  temperatures  above  normal.  During  this  same  time  period,  observers 
reported  some  early  raptor  migrations  along  Lake  Erie.  Fran  Rew  noted  190  Red¬ 
tailed  hawks  and  66  Red-shouldered  hawks  at  Ripley  on  the  25th.  Smaller  flights 
of  Red-shouldereds  were  seen  over  Hamburg  on  the  25th  and  29th.  Cooper's  Hawks, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawks  and  Northern  Harriers  were  also  observed  during  this  period. 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

*Red-throated  Loon 

6 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont . 

Broderick 

Common  Loon 

25F 

3 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

31 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

5 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson, Cohen  et  al 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas 

10F 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

13F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al 

24,25 

25,33 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

26,27 

13,2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper 

*Eared  Grebe 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  DiTomasso 

*Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

26F 

2 

over  Porter  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

Tundra  Swan 

6F 

50 

Ashford  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

6F 

100 

over  Hamburg 

Andrle  et  al 

6F 

32 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

6F 

28 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

6F 

157 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

12 

Many  other 

494 

reports 

Amity  Lake 

throughout  the  month. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Ga  las 

26 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Snow  Goose 

7F-28 

1-5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

10 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell  et  al 

11,12,13 

1  9  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas,  Watson 

Roberson  et  al 

12 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Chilton 

12 

1 

over  Hamburg 

Me  Do  na  1  d 

25 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D' Anna  ,  Potter 

*Barnacle  Goose 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Canada  Goose 

3  F 

29 

Belmont 

Burtons , Jordan 

Wood  Duck 

6F 

2 

Hamburg 

Andrle 

7 

1 

To  na  wa  n  da  T wp . 

Galas 

Green-w.  Teal 

1 1 F 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

25,27 

5,13 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers, Gula  Jr. 

26 

5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Amer.  Black  Duck 

2  F 

7 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

27 

150 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr. 

Northern  Pintail 

8 

25 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

12 

11 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

22 

1100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

*Blue-w.  Teal 

13  F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

26 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

12F 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

13-31 

1-8 

Iroquois  NWR 

many  observers 

26 

2 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

26F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

10F 

15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Canvasback 

12  F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Redhead 

27F 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson , Happ ( BOS ) 

31 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5,8 

1 ( wintering ) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson , Cohen , Galas 

5F 

2 

Celeron 

Sundell 

8 

2 

Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

28 

80-85 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Lesser  Scaup 

5F 

45 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Cohen  et  al 

23 

25 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Roberson 

Oldsquaw 

25F 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

White-w.  Scoter 

1 

65 

Shadigee 

Endres 

5 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Cohen  et  al 

11 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Roberson 

26 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper 

Hooded  Merganser 

20 

16 

To na wan da  WMA 

Watson 

12  other 

reports  throughout  WNY  Mar.  5  -  20. 

Ruddy  Duck 

30F 

3 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Turkey  Vulture 

2 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

2 

1 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

25 

156 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald 

29 

825 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Osprey 

26F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson , Csont 

Bald  Eagle 

2,24 

2 , 3 (ad.  ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

12 

1 ( imm. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

13 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al 

20,31 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

22 

2(ad.  at  nest)  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

25 

1 ( imm. ) 

Yates  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

26 

3  ( ad .  ) 

over  Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

27 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson , Happ ( BOS  ) 

( 3a d. , 3 imm. ) 

31 

1 ( i mm . ) 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Northern  Harrier 

29 

6 

over  Hamburg 

Andrle  et  al 

8  other  reports  from  Iroq. 

NWR  &  the  lake  plains.  Mar. 

11-31. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

29 

12 

over  Hamburg 

Andrle  et  al 

8  other  reports  throughout  WNY ,  March  2-29. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

6 

1 

Amherst 

Cohen  et  al 

25 

8 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

25 

1 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald 

29 

4 

over  Hamburg 

Andrle  et  al 

Red-should.  Hawk 

9 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

12,25,29 

26,23,27 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald  et  al 

25 

66 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

6 

40 

over  Hamburg 

Andrle  et  al 

25 

190 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

9  reports 

throughout  1 

itfNY ,  March  1-26. 

*Mer lin 

8,27 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr.  et  al 

30 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher ,Schaffner  et  al 

American  Coot 

5 

53 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

8 

41 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas 

12  F 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres , Watson  et  al 

Killdeer 

3 

1 

Grand  Island 

Galas 

4 

1 

Four  Mile  Crk.  SP 

D' Anna 

‘Greater  Yellowlegs 

24  F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

‘Lesser  Yellowlegs 

30F 

3 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

MDsher ,Schaf fner  et  al 

♦Pectoral  Sandpiper 

31F 

32 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Common  Snipe 

16F 

4 

Stockton  Twp. 

Moshers 

19 

2 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

♦American  Woodcock 

7F ,  9 

1-2,3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

9 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

9,29 

1,1 

To  na  wanda  T wp . 

Watson 

24,25 

10,4 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzr ick 

Little  Gull 

18-27 

1-2 

Lewiston 

Cooper 

26 

1 

Queenston,  Ont . 

Cohen  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

30 

500 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Snowy  Owl 

26 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D' Anna 

27 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Roberson 

30 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper 

Long-eared  Owl 

4,6 

6,3 

Cambria  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

24 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

Short-eared  Owl 

1,11 

11,10 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

4,6 

1,4 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

*N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

25 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D' Anna , Potter 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

6 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D' Anna ( BOS  ) 

8 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Galas 

Red-bellied  Wdkpr. 

14  reports 

from  throughout  WNY,  March  2-26. 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

3  OF 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher ,Schaf fner  et  al 

♦Eastern  Phoebe 

24F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

24F , 2  5 

1,3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

25 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Horned  Lark 

12 

50 

Somerset  Twp. 

Chilton 

♦Tree  Swallow 

24  F 

34 

Tona wanda  WMA 

Endres 

25 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTomasso 

Tufted  Titmouse 

6 

reports 

from  throughout  WNY,  March  1-31. 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

11 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

30 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Schaffner  et  al 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Winter  Wren 

26F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

28 

1 

Fredonia  College  Camp 

Moshers 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

26F 

23 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

26F 

12 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5F-31 

1-7 

Amity  Lake  &  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

8 

1 

Carrolton  Twp. 

Eaton 

10  other  reports  throughout  WNY ,  March  10-31. 

♦Hermit  Thrush 

31F 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

N.  Mockingbird 

11 

1 

Portter  Twp. 

Roberson 

15 

,25,27 

1,1,2 

Lewiston 

Cooper 

25 

4 

Youngstown 

Cooper 

♦Water  Pipit 

13F, 14 

30  + 

Amity  Twp. 

D.  Burton 

27 

6 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Seamans 

Cedar  Waxwing 

4 

22 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

4 

15 

Silver  Creek 

S.  Clarke 

5 

157 

over  Hamburg 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Shrike 

7 

reports  from  Iroq.  IWR, 

the  lake  plains  and  Amity  Twp. 

,  Nfar.  5-22. 

*Rufous-s.  Towhee 

26F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

31 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

-28- 


Vol.  54,  No.  4  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont . 


Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31F 

1 

Williamsville ( f ) 

Johnson 

Field  Sparrow 

30F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

30F 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Schaffner  et 

*Fox  Sparrow 

17F , 19 

1,2 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTomasso 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

28 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

O.  Rosche 

31 

5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

31F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

Lapland  Longspur 

12 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

Chilton 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

135 

Yates  Twp. 

Endres 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6F 

1 

Pinehurst 

Andrle  et  al 

8 

1 

over  Hamburg 

D' Anna 

11 

12 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

13 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al 

Common  Grackle 

IF 

6 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

5 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

Purple  Finch 

8,24,26 

1,2,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

8F-31 

1-4 

Wales ( f  ) 

O.  Rosche 

30 

2 

Point  Gratiot(f) 

Schaffner  et 

30 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Roberson 

*Red  Crossbill 

13 

14 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Common  Redpoll 

4 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D'  Anna 

14 

1 

Silver  Creek( f  ) 

Neveu 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

15-81 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

1-31 

20-50 

Belmont 

L&D  Burton 

Max.  counts 

-  11  other 

reports  throughout  WNY 

,  Mar.  1-31. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

11-54 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

1-31 

30-60 

Wales ( f  ) 

0.  Rosche 

1-31 

12-25 

Belmont 

L&D  Burton 

20 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

Species ,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  recorded  this 

issue . 

.  20 

Total  for  year . 

******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 


Notes  on  the  March  27th  Field  Trip  to  Iroquois  NWR 
Leaders:  Doug  Happ  and  Harold  Axtell 

March  26th  was  a  beautiful,  warm  spring  day  and  stimulated  a  good  showing 
for  the  field  trip  on  the  next  day;  unfortunately,  the  pleasant  weather  didn't 
show  up.  About  twenty  cars  snaked  their  way  through  Clarence  to  the  Iroquois  Na¬ 
tional  Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  to  look  for  migrants. 

No  geese  other  than  Canadas  could  be  found  and  the  17  species  of  ducks 
was  not  unusual.  The  temperature  dropped,  winds  increased  and  snow  flew.  Two 
adult  Bald  Eagles  were  seen  on  the  "old"  nest  behind  the  headquarters  building, 
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March  27th  Field  Trip,  cont. 

one  was  seen  bringing  a  stick  to  the  nest.  Feeders  on  Sour  Springs  Road  and  Casey 
Road  both  had  Red  Bellied  Woodpeckers. 

The  group  watched  as  a  male  Harrier  performed  a  territorial  flight;  it 
flew  up  steeply,  tumbled  down  then  flew  up  again  as  it  moved  across  the  sky. 
Eventually,  we  were  able  to  see  a  second  male.  As  soon  as  the>  second  male  turned 
and  flew  off  the  first  male  stopped  the  looping  flight  and  returned  directly  to 
a  field  where  a  female  hunted. 

As  the  group  searched  for  waterfowl  at  Mallard  overlook, 
a  swarm  of  Tree  Swallows  swept  in  and  searched  for  insects  over  the  cold  waters. 
Then  some  one  found  the  pair  of  Bald  Eagles  in  a  tree;  one  adult  and  one  immature. 
The  immature  bird  flew  back  and  forth  giving  the  group  a  great  look. 

Staffords  Pond  had  no  birds  on  it!  For  the  last  stop  we  walked  the  gravel 
road  behind  Windmill  marsh.  Although  we  didn't  find  any  unusual  waterfowl,  another 
pair  of  Bald  Eagles,  both  immature,  flew  into  sight  and  provided  some  inner  warmth 
against  a  blast  of  spring  snow.  They  flew  low  over  the  marsh  causing  great  activ¬ 
ity  among  the  small  waterfowl. 

The  total  of  fifty-five  species  was  about  average  for  late  March.  When 
was  the  last  time  six  Bald  Eagles  were  seen  in  one  day  in  our  region? 

SUBMITTED  BY  DOUG  HAPP 


******** 


BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 

November  6:  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti 

entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  or  at  8:15  on  Canadian  side  in  first  parking 
lot  upstream  of  the  Bridge. 

November  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 

Rochester  GOS .  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  876-5862 


December  4 : 


Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18: 


Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 
territory  call  the  compiler,  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 


December  26: 


Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 
457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper,  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 
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Field  Trips,  cont. 

January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch, 
773-3690. 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p . m. 

For  further  information  about  meetings,  contact  the  Meetings  Chairman,  Morgan  Jones, 
1-433-5687 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

BACK  ISSUES;  Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE;  $10:00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 

Weather  in  April  was  characterized  during  the  first  half  of  the  month 
by  generally  above-average  daily  temperatures,  with  highs  of  70° (F)  on  the  third 
(23°  above  normal)  and  76° (F)  on  the  sixth  (21°  above  normal).  In  contrast,  daily 
average  temperatures  during  the  second  half  of  the  month  fell  below  normal  on  all 
except  two  days,  and  only  on  the  29th  and  30th  did  minimums  get  into  the  forties. 
Average  temperature  for  the  entire  month  was  46° (F),  less  than  a  degree  above  the 
norm.  Precipitation  measured  2.96  inches,  with  snowfall  an  insignificant  0.8  inches. 
(Climatological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  developing  spring  migration  brought  36  new  species  for  1988  into 
the  B.O.S.  study  area  in  April,  with  about  half  of  them  passerines  first  reported 
between  the  2  6th  and  the  end  of  the  month.  The  month  began  with  an  Eared  Grebe 
on  the  first  still  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  reported  by  D'Anna  and 
Collins  and  a  Eurasian  Wigeon  remaining  the  first  four  days  at  Tifft  Farm  Nature 
Preserve  where  it  was  seen  by  Watson,  Galas,  DiTomasso  and  others.  The  Gulas  re¬ 
gularly  saw  a  Red-throated  Loon  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  between  the  14th  and  24th.  In 
Ward  Township,  Allegany  County,  Pitzrick  and  Schriver  found  an  adult  Common  Raven 
at  a  nest  on  the  16th,  and  on  the  23rd  Sundell  had  a  Sandhill  Crane  over  Ripley. 
Among  the  raptors,  Rew  reported  good  flights  of  Sharp-shins  on  the  23rd  and  26th 
over  Ripley  and  McDonald  saw  substantial  numbers  of  Broad-wings  at  Hamburg  between 
the  22nd  and  28th. 

Other  interesting  reports  for  April  included  2,475  Bonaparte's  Gulls 
seen  by  Bellerby  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  on  the  14th,  the  Gulas'  observation  of  36 
Caspian  Terns  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  the  24th,  and  a  rare  Loggerhead  Shrike  seen  by 
Rew  on  the  30th  in  Ripley  Township.  Ten  species  of  wood  warblers  appeared  during 
the  month,  as  detailed  in  the  Noteworthy  Records  section  of  this  issue,  with  almost 
all  of  these  species  first  observed  during  the  last  four  days  of  the  month. 

And  finally,  we  were  reminded  that  wintering  species  had  not  all  left 
us!  Sundell  had  eight  Red  Crossbills  at  Jamestown  on  the  13th  and  several  obser- 
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vers  reported  flocks  of  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  throughout  the  month 
from  various  points  south  of  Buffalo. 

WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHAN 

******** 

APRIL  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 


an  acceptable. 

detailed  written 

verification  according  to  the  "Date 

Gu i de  to  Birds 

of  Western 

New  York 

and  Adjacent  Ontario 

"  (  B  .  0  .  S  . 

1  9  84  )  has  been  received 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Soc 

and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
i  e  t  y  . 

*  _ 

Indicates  f 

i  r  s  t  r  e  c 

ord  for  the  year. 

F 

I ndica  tes  f 

i  r  s  t  r  e  c 

ord  for  the  migration 

• 

L 

I ndica tes  1 

a  s  t  r ec  o 

rd  for  the  migration. 

(  f  )  - 

I ndica tes  r 

ec  or  d  f  r 

om  feeding  station. 

Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-throated  Loon 

14-17,23-24 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr . &Sr . 

Common  Loon 

26 

22 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald  et  al 

5  other  re 

ports  from  throughout  WNY ,  April  1- 

30. 

Horned  Grebe 

18 

190 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher 

18,19 

94 

Amherst  Twp. 

Ris ing 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D' Anna , Collins  et 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

9F-28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

23 

5 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr . &  Sr. 

4  other  reports  from  Iroquois  NWR  and  the  Great  Lakes,  April  25- 

‘American  Bittern 

22 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Collins 

Great  Egret 

9F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

DiTomasso ,Santillo 

17,24,28 

1,1,2 

To na wanda  WMA 

Endres 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson  et  al 

*Green-b.  Heron 

3  OF 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D' Anna , Watson  et  a 

3  OF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Collins,  Rising 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

26 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas 

Tundra  Swan 

4 

20 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

30 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Rising 

Snow  Goose 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Collins 

12 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

0.  Rosche 

Green-w.  Teal 

30 

70 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Eurasion  Wigeon 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson,  Galas 

1-4 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTomasso  et  al 

Canvasback 

300 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

12 

136 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

*Black  Scoter 

13F 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

Surf  Scoter 

28F 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

DiTomasso 

White-w.  Scoter 

8 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

7 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

30 

12 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna,  Watson  et  . 

4  other 

reports  from 

Iroquois 

NWR , Chautauqua  Co.,&  the 

Niagara  Peninsula. 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Turkey  Vulture 

5 

123 

over  Ripley 

Rew  et  al 

Osprey 

7,28 

1 , 2 ( at  nest ) 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Eaton 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

2 ( imm. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas , Yoerg 

3,10 

1,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al 

5 

1 

over  Hamburg 

Johnson 

6,9 

1 , 1 ( imm. ) 

over  Ripley 

Rew  et  al 

28 

1 ( imm. ) 

over  Lackawanna 

DiTomasso 

30 

1 ( ad. on  nest ) 

i  Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

23,26 

109,109 

over  Ripley 

Rew  et  al 

Cooper ' s  Hawk 

4,25 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

27 

2 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald  et  al 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

13 

1 

over  Lackawanna 

DiTomasso 

20,24 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

22,26,27,28 

43,225,590,140  over  Hamburg 

McDonald  et  al 

26 

391 

over  Ripley 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

9  reports 

from  throughout  WNY ,  April  2-28. 

♦Golden  Eagle 

28 

1 

over  Lackawanna 

DiTomasso 

Merlin 

14 

1  female 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

23 

1  male 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

24 

1 

Jos.  Davis  SP 

D' Anna , Potter 

♦Virginia  Rail 

16  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Johnson 

*Sora 

22  F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

DiTomasso 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

♦Common  Moorhen 

16F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Collins 

23 

6 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna , Watson  et 

♦Sandhill  Crane 

23 

1 

over  Ripley 

Sundell  et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

17 

2 

Smithville,  Ont . 

D' Anna, Burch  (BOS 

20 

12 

Cherry  Crk.  Twp. 

Mosher 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

♦Solitary  Sandpiper 

27F 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

28 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

29 

2 

Ellery  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

22  F , 2  7 

1,3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick,  Adams 

23 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

♦Upland  Sandpiper 

26F 

1 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald , Johnson 

28 

1 

Randolph 

Eaton 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

27F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTomasso 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

24 

40 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Dunlin 

24  F 

2 

Smithville ,Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

Common  Snipe 

7 

60 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

13 

39 

Ellery  Twp. 

Mosher 

Little  Gull 

4 

4 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

17 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

25 

1 

Lewiston 

Watson 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

14 

2475 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

8 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

29 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Klepf er 

Glaucous  Gull 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna , Potter 

24 

1 

Lewiston 

Cohen  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Caspian  Tern 

16 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr.&S 

24 

36 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

4 

other  reports 

from  Lake 

Erie,  April  21-30. 

Common  Tern 

21 

8 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas,  Yoerg 

22 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas 

*Chimney  Swift 

23F 

6 

over  Ripley 

Sundell  et  al 

24 

40 

Fredonia 

Moshers 

Red-bellied  Wdkpr. 

2-26 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

5 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

♦Purple  Martin 

6F 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

D'Anna  et  al 

10 

3 

Erie  Beach,  Ont . 

Johnson 

13 

4 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

*N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

9F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson  et  al 

13 

1 

N.  Tona wanda 

D' Anna 

♦Bank  Swallow 

3  OF 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

♦Barn  Swallow 

6F 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

D'Anna  et  al 

21 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Galas  ,  Yoerg 

♦Common  Raven 

16 

1  ( ad. 

at  nest ) 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit zr ick , Schr iver 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-30 

1-3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

9 

1-2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  6 

reports 

from 

WNY ,  April 

1-30. 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

16 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

17 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Klepf er 

♦House  Wren 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

♦Marsh  Wren 

28F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

8F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

9 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

23 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

Eastern  Bluebird  8 

reports 

from 

throughout 

WNY,  April  1-30. 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas  et  al 

N.  Mockingbird 

12 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

24 

4 

Lewiston 

Cohen  et  al 

Brown  Thrasher 

3F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas  et  al 

9 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

12 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

♦Loggerhead  Shrike 

30 

1 

Ripley  Twp. 

Rew 

♦Solitary  Vireo 

18F , 2  7 

1,3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

24 

1 

Yorkshire  Twp. 

Chilton 

27 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

♦Nashville  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

♦Yellow  Warbler 

3  OF 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Johnson  et  al 

3  OF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

*Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2  F 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Galas  ,  Yoerg 

12 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

*Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 
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Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Pine  Warbler 

13F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Bateman , Yoerg  et 

14 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTomasso 

25 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Galas 

27 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

30 

1 

Canadaway  Cr .  NS 

Mosher 

30 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Rising 

*Palm  Warbler 

3  OF 

1 

Silver  Creek 

S .  Clarke ,  Neveu 

*Bl.-&-w.  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*N.  Waterthrush 

27F 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

30 

2 

Yorkshire  Twp. 

Chilton 

♦Louisiana  Waterthrush 

15F 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6-30 

1-10 

Amity  Twp. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

7,8 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

♦Vesper  Sparrow 

2F 

1 

Elma  Twp. 

Johnson 

2  F 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Chilton 

3-14 

1-5 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

4 

other  reports 

from  WNY , 

April  15-30. 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

5F 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

9 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

♦Grasshopper  Sparrow 

30F 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Fox  Sparrow 

5,9 

1,4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

7-9,25 

1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

12 

1 

Buffalo 

Hess 

15 

1 

Williamsville(f ) 

Johnson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

23 

15 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna , Potter 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

26F , 30 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

♦Bobolink 

3  OF 

2 

To na wan da  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

4-12 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Red  Crossbill 

13 

8 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

40-80 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

8 

other  reports 

from  throughout  WNY,  April 

1-30. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-30 

1-64 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

1-30 

60-75 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

1-30 

12 

Belmont ( f ) 

D&L  Burton 

26 

14 

over  Hamburg 

McDonald  et  al 

30 

20 

Yorkshire  Twp. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 139 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  (including  7  from  April  Count) .  44 

Total  for  year . 183 


******** 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

1988  BOS  APRIL  COUNT 
April  10,  1988 


Count  Compiler:  Richard  Collins 

Weather:  A.M.  -  Mostly  clear,  temperature  in  the  mid  20' s,  warming  to  the  low  50' s 

by  noon.  Some  territories  reported  light  fog  in  the  early  morning.  Winds 
were  light  and  variable  usually  from  the  north. 

P.M.  -  Mostly  clear  and  sunny,  some  light  clouds.  Temperature  in  the  50' s  and 
low  60' s.  Winds  were  generally  from  5  to  10  knots  from  the  north. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  and  total  numbers.  Where 

species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections ,  the  section  numbers  appear 
in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate  that  acceptable  written  verifica¬ 
tions  were  received.  An  asterisk  indicates  the  first  record  of  1988.  An  "F" 
indicates  the  first  spring  migrant  record. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  15 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  100 
Horned  Grebe  -  91 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  8  (20,28) 

Dbl. -crest.  Cormorant  -  3  (7,11) 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  181 
♦Great  Egret  IF  (16) 

Bl. -crown  Night  Heron  118  (2) 
Tundra  Swan  -  14 

Mute  Swan  -  1  (11) 

Snow  Goose  -  2  (10,13) 

Canada  Goose  -  74,979 
Wood  Duck  -  262 
Green-winged  Teal  -  68 
American  Black  Duck  -  78 
Mallard  -  1226 
Northern  Pintail  -  44 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  165 
Northern  Shoveler  -  15 
Ga  dwa 11  -  14 
American  Wigeon  -  185 
Canvasback  -  56  (6,9,10) 

Redhead  -  6  (9,20) 

Ring-necked  Duck  -  369 
Greater  Scaup  -  210 
Lesser  Scaup  -  353 
Oldsquaw  -  1762 

White-winged  Scoter  -  46  (2,4,5) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  117 
Bufflehead  -  379 
Hooded  Merganser  -  46 
Common  Merganser  -  217 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  5958 
Ruddy  Duck  -  13 
Unidentified  Ducks  -  31 


Turkey  Vulture  -  341 
Osprey  -  11 
Bald  Eagle  -  2  ( 5,10 ) 
Northern  Harrier  -  89 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  60 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  25 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  22 


Vultures  -  Rails 

♦Broad-winged  Hawk  -  IF  ( 4 ) 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  498 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  47 
American  Kestrel  -  248 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  51 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  59 
Wild  Turkey  -  111 
American  Coot  -  105 
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Shorebirds 


Killdeer  -  543  Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  2  (7) 

Greater  Yellowlegs  -  17  (4,5,20)  Common  Snipe  -  164 

American  Woodcock  -  34 

Gulls  -  Flycatchers 


Little  Gull  -  2  (3) 

Bonaparte's  Gull  -  6740 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  80,795 
Herring  Gull  -  4415 
Great  Bl. -backed  Gull  -  116 
Unidentified  Gulls  -  56 
♦Caspian  Tern  -  IF  (4) 

♦Common  Tern  -  7F  ( 9 ) 

Rock  Dove  -  1775 
Mourning  Dove  -  1707 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  2  (11,20) 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  26 


Snowy  Owl  -  1  ( 3 ) 

Barred  Owl  -  4  (23,26,28) 
Long-eared  Owl  -  1  ( 3 ) 

Short-eared  Owl  -  4  (4,19) 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  104 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  4  (3,6,28) 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  42 
Yel. -bellied  Sapsucker  -  39 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  419 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  106 
Northern  Flicker  -  654 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  26 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  269 


Larks  -  Starlings 


Horned  Lark  (unid.  subsp.)  -  117 
Purple  Martin  -  14 
Tree  Swallow  -  1105 
Bank  Swallow  -  50F  (13) 

Barn  Swallow  -  11  (7,25,28) 

Blue  Jay  -  732 
American  Crow  -  2890 
Bl. -capped  Chickadee  -  1443 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  38 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  24 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  -  257 
Brown  Creeper  -  162 
Carolina  Wren  -  3  (16,20) 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler  -  9  (19,22) 
♦Scarlet  Tanager  -  2F  ( 6 ) 

Northern  Cardinal  -  949 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  31 

American  Tree  Sparrow  -  84 

Chipping  Sparrow  -  45 

Field  Sparrow  -  87 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  11  (6,13,88) 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  133 

Fox  Sparrow  -  21 

Song  Sparrow  -  2770 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  129 

Wh. -throated  Sparrow  -  40 

Wh. -crowned  Sparrow  -  4  (11,20) 


Winter  Wren  -  17 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  348 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  27 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  127 
Hermit  Thrush  -  8  (11,26,28) 
American  Robin  -  9195 
♦Gray  Catbird  -  4  (9,13,28) 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  8  (1,2,3) 
Brown  Thrasher  -  4 

Water  Pipit  -  30  (4) 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  378 
♦Loggerhead  Shrike  -  1  (26) 
European  Starling  -  12,690 

-  Finches 


Dark-eyed  Junco  -  988 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  10,024 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  274 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  81 
♦Brewer's  Blackbird  -  1  ( 3 ) 
Common  Grackle  -  8146 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1571 
Purple  Finch  -  186 
House  Finch  -  1991 
Red  Crossbill  -  10  (28) 

Pine  Siskin  -  1308 
American  Goldfinch  -  715 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  1211 
House  Sparrow  -  2362 
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Count 

STATISTICS : 


Species  Count:  130 

-  Equal  to  10  year  average 

-  64  Species  above  10  year  average 

-  61  Species  below  10  year  average 

Individuals:  249,785 

-  20  year  high 

-  second  highest  April  count  ever 

-  38%  above  10  year  average 

Observers:  269 


Record  high  counts: 

Total  -  11 

-  Wood  Duck  -  262 

-  Northern  Harrier  -  89 

-  Cooper's  Hawk  -  25 

-  Red-tailed  Hawk  -  498  (Prev.  353) 

-  Ring-billed  Gull  -  80,795 

(Prev.  56,546,  only  31  in  1947) 

-  Great  Black-backed  Gull  -  116 

-  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  42 

-  Brown  Creeper  -  162 

-  Scarlet  Tanager  -  2  (First  record) 

-  Northern  Cardinal  -  949 

-  Pine  Siskin  -  1308  (Prev.  343) 

Other  high  counts: 

Total  -  11 

-  Blk. -crowned  Night-Heron  -  (40  yr ) 

-  Canada  Goose  -  (18  yr . ) 

-  Mallard  -  (16  yr . ) 

-  American  Kestrel  -  (10  yr . ) 

-  Little  Gull  -  (15  yr. ) 

-  Downy  Woodpecker  -  (17  yr . ) 

-  Pileated  Woodpecker  -  (24  yr . ) 

-  Eastern  Phoebe  -  (18  yr. ) 

-  American  Crow  -  (10  yr . ) 

-  Eastern  Bluebird  -  (38  yr . ) 

-  House  Finch  -  (11  yr . ) 

Low  counts: 

-  American  Tree  Sparrow  -  (14  yr . ) 

Total  -  6 

-  White-throated  Sparrow  -  (18  yr . ) 

-  White-crowned  Sparrow  -  (21  yr . ) 

-  Dark-eyed  Junco  -  (13  yr. ) 

-  Rusty  Blackbird  -  (27  yr . ) 

-  American  Goldfinch  -  (11  yr . ) 

Unusual  sightings: 

-  Broad-winged  Hawk  -  1 

-  Little  Gull  -  2 

-  Caspian  Tern  -  1 

-  Snowy  Owl  -  1 

-  Brewer's  Blackbird  -  1 

-  Red  Crossbill  -  10 
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Additional  Unverified  Species: 


-  Trumpeter  Swan 

-  N.  Saw-whet  Owl  (dead) 

-  Chimney  Swift 

-  N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

-  Grasshopper  Sparrow 


Observers:  Compilers  names  are  underlined 


#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

#6 

#7 

#8 

#9 

#10 

#11 

#12 

#13 

#14 


#15 

#16 

#17 

#18 

#19 


#20 

#21 

#22 

#23 

#24 

#25 

#26 

#27 


David  Cooper,  Leonard  Pepkowitz 

Richard  Byron,  Bobbie  Byron 

Willie  D1 Anna ,  Betsy  Potter,  Don  Roberson 

Bob  Brock,  Bill  Watson 

Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Gail  &  Delores  Seamans,  Bill  Burch,  Morgan 
Jones ,  Marion  Smith 

Edward  Williams,  Rick  Stockton,  Jerry  Chappie 
Drew  Campbell,  Blayne  Farnam,  Brad  Clements 
Mike  Zebehazy 

Karen  Renning,  Ed  Crohn,  Jack  &  Marge  Wright,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 
Dick  Collins ,  Tim  Collins,  Mary  Canfield,  Debbie  Nowicki 

Alec  Humann,  Bruce  Johnson,  Sharon  Sisti,  Kathy  Hentz,  H.M.  Bateman,  Nicca  Costan- 
tini,  Roberta  McDonald,  Jane  Heyer 

Marie  Wendling,  Anna  Bauer,  Katherine  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Tom  Harper,  Cy  Wolflin 
Dave  Keller,  Don  Endres ,  George  Mahaney,  Don  Thurau,  Robert  &  Eileen  Hull,  Gail 
Seamans 

Marian  Dornhaffer,  Lou  Abbott,  David  Bigelow,  Kenneth  Brandes ,  Dorothy  Barber, 

Myles  Firey  II,  Clarence  &  Mary  Herbst,  Mrs.  John  Hunley,  E.  Mauser,  Roberta  Mc¬ 
Donald,  Alice  McKale,  Mac  &  Stirling  Ruhl ,  Mary  Saville 
Bill  Bogacki,  Dean  DiTomasso,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche 

Joe  DiDomenico,  Diane  DiDomenico,  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising,  Peter  Yoerg 
Wavel  Barber,  Maxine  Barber 
Bruce  Chilton,  Art  Schaffner 

Alice  Evans ,  Vesta  Rice,  Mr. /Mrs.  Lang,  Mr. /Mrs.  Lilly,  Mr. /Mrs.  Kaufman,  Harland 
Hale,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr. /Mrs.  Wilson,  Vic  Carpenter,  Paula  Bliss,  Frieda  Hodnett , 
Edna  Marvin,  Mr. /Mrs.  Nicolson,  Jean  Perry,  Mr. /Mrs.  Smith,  H.K.  Smith,  Lyle 
Hotchkiss,  Mr. /Mrs.  Williams 

Terry  Mahoney,  Clarke,  Davidson,  Flory  ,  Gula  Sr.  &  Jr.,  Halsey,  Langer ,  Mezzio, 
Mosher,  Neveu,  Peterson,  Sanden,  Schafer,  Welch,  Wood 

Bob  Sundell ,  R.M.  Abers ,  B.  Carlson,  O&G  Carlson,  D.  Cardosi,  J.  Helman,  L.  Kibler, 

D.  Pihlblad,  C.  Roby,  C.  Sanderson,  S.  Suckow,  M.  Werner 
Bill  &  Linda  O'Brien 


F.  Lapinski,  B&L  O'Brien 
Bob  Sundell,  D.  Cardosi, 


Bob  Sundell,  D.  Cardosi,  Jeanne  &  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Tom  Simmons,  Ilia 
Stuart 

Timothy  Baird 

Timothy  Baird,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Alene  Curch ,  Arlene  Knittle,  Margaret  Greene, 

James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy,  Ardyth  VanScoy,  Meredith  VanScoy 

Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  B.  Smalley,  M&O  Scott,  J&B  Compton,  S.  Foster 

D.  Bayless ,  C.  Klingensmith ,  V.  Pitzrick,  E.  Larson,  Coch,  J.  Copenheaver ,  P&C  Cully, 

R&E  Eisenhart,  L&H  Deverell,  P&T  Finlay,  E.  Ford,  C.  Klingensmith,  E.  Lamb,  K. 

MacDonald,  A&M  Ormsby,  R&A  Pipal,  S.  Wood,  C.  Alderson,  R.  Allen,  F.  Bayless,  V&W 

Brownell,  E.  Biehl ,  D&L  Brink,  M.  DeLaVergne ,  J.  Gibson,  M.  Hayes,  B&F  Heller,  V. 

Ide,  B&W  Kellogg,  B&M  Mason,  E&M  Mason,  L.  Phelan,  V.  Sharrett ,  L&M  Soule,  G.  Witter, 
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M&M  Adams,  D&L  Burton,  C.  Button,  J.  Dickenson,  M.  Hotchkiss,  R.  Pitzrick,  D. 
Hurlburt,  E.L.  King,  L&S  Simons,  R.  Clark,  D&E  Coates,  P&M  Fuller,  C.  James,  E&L 
Risitzke,  M.  Barnett,  M.  Brown,  D.  Buccholz,  Mr. /Mrs.  Burdick,  Mr. /Mrs.  Cronauer , 
Mr. /Mrs.  Dunham,  L.  Frank,  H.  Graves,  R.  Sick,  L.  Slingerland,  J.  Strong,  Mr. /Mrs. 
Taggart,  Mr. /Mrs.  Thompson 

#28  Doris  Burton,  D&H  Babcock,  Helen  Link,  Frances  DeGroff,  Betty  Hooker 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Congratulations  to  the  following  new  Active  Members: 

Dick  Collins 
Joe  Di Domenico 
Mike  Galas 
Gerald  Rising 
Don  Roberson 

New  Addresses: 

Arthur  Schaffner 
350  Edison  Avenue 

Buffalo,  NY  14215  Tel.  837-3237 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Vaughan 
105  Main  Street 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  14303 

******** 

BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


November  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 

Rochester  GOS .  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  876-5862 

December  4:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 

territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 

December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper.  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


-41- 


Vol .  54,  No.  5  "Field  Trips",  "Meetings" 

January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14  22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p. m. 

*  ******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $10.00  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 


-42- 


Return  Postage  Guaranteed 
BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  1421 1 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
Permit  No.  4 1  2 


acquisitions  division 

ALBERT  R.  MANN  LIBRARY 
ITHACA  NY  14850 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


VOLUME  54 


JUNE  1988  NUMBER  6 

THE  MONTH 


The  first  week  of  May  was  chilly  one  with  most  temperatures  in  the  50' s 
and  60' s  and  the  low  for  the  month  36° (F)  falling  on  May  4.  In  spite  of  a  trace 
of  rain.  May  6  brought  a  temperature  of  76°  (F)  and  a  gentle  (11  mph )  wind  from 
the  southwest,  with  68%  of  the  total  possible  sunshine.  This  was  only  a  prelude 
to  May  8  when  the  thermometer  shot  up  to  82°  (F)  with  another  south-westerly  wind 
and  97%  of  the  total  possible  sunshine,  bringing  in  a  flood  of  migrants.  But  the 
next  two  weeks.  May  9-26,  saw  twelve  days  of  rain,  5  days  in  the  60' s  and  3  in 
the  50' s  with  northerly  winds.  In  fact.  May  15  and  16  accounted  for  almost  half 
the  month's  total  precipitation  of  2.74  inches  with  .51  and  .81  inches  falling 
on  those  two  days.  May  26  began  a  warming  trend  with  63° (F)  temperatures,  89% 

possible  sunshine  and  13.8  mph  wind  from  the  south-west.  With  almost  total  100% 

possible  sunshine,  the  last  three  days  saw  80° -  82° (F)  bringing  the  month's  average 
to  3.6°  above  normal  and  the  average  precipitation  .15  below  normal. 

As  a  result  of  the  cold  and  rain  in  the  middle  of  the  month,  one  nest 
of  E.  Bluebirds  lost  all  but  two  nestlings,  and,  in  another  box,  although  feathered 
out,  one  nestling  died  from  the  cold,  according  to  a  report  by  Vivian  Pitzrick. 

Unusual  sightings  for  the  month  included  a  Red-throated  Loon,  seen  off 
Rock  Point  on  May  29  by  Andrle,  Hess  et  al,  an  Eared  Grebe,  seen  usually  in  the 
West,  spotted  off  Pinehurst  May  1  by  Rising  and  Axtell  and  an  Eurasian  Wigeon  found 
at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  May  8,  by  Collins,  Galas  et  al.  The  Least 

Bittern,  seen  at  Tifft  these  past  few  years  was  reported  also  at  Newstead  Twp.  , 

Pike  Twp. ,  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  Tonawanda  WMA.  An  Osprey 
on  the  nest,  seen  at  the  Allegany  Reservoir  by  S.  Eaton  was  one  of  fourteen  sight¬ 
ings  throughout  the  BOS  territory.  Several  Bald  Eagles  were  noted  in  addition 
to  those  usually  seen  at  Iroquois.  Two  immatures  were  seen  in  Eden  by  Andrle, 
one  at  Beaver  Meadow  by  Rosche  and  one  at  Iroquois  by  Cohen.  The  D' Anna-Potter 

team  was  fortunate  in  seeing  a  pair  in  courtship  flight  at  Tonawanda  WMA  in  which 

the  birds  locked  talons  and  somersaulted  in  the  air.  One  bird,  Willie  estimated, 
was  probably  about  four  years  old,  still  showing  some  dark  on  the  tail.  Early 

in  May,  a  Peregrine  Falcon  was  seen  in  Buffalo  by  Collins  and  in  mid-May,  an  Ice- 
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land  Gull  was  twice  spotted  by  Ward  Klepfer  at  Ridgeway,  Ontario.  Among  the  hard- 
to-find  warblers,  the  Yellow-throated  was  seen  at  Point  Gratiot  by  Suggs,  at  Tifft 
by  Collins  and  D'Anna  and  at  Cold  Springs  Twp.  by  Collins,  Galas  et  al ,  the  Protho- 
notary  at  Iroquois  NWR  by  Collins  and  D'Anna,  the  Kentucky  at  Franklinville  by 
Tommasi  and  the  Connecticut  in  Buffalo  by  Sisti  and  Hentz.  A  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
appeared  at  Alabama  as  reported  by  Endres . 

The  warm  temperature  of  May  8  brought  record  numbers  of  raptors  over 
the  watch  manned  by  Rew  and  Buck  near  Fredonia .  A  count  of  210  Turkey  Vultures, 
222  Sharp-shinned  and  50  Red-tailed  Hawks  rode  the  warm  breeze,  preceded  on  May 
6  by  186  Broad-wings.  The  temperature  was  only  56°  (F)  on  May  17,  however,  when 
Roberson  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  fantastic  count  of  20  Red-eyed  Vireos , 
18  Tennessee,  24  Chestnut-sided,  16  Black-throated  Blue,  and  29  Blackburnian  Warb¬ 
lers,  as  well  at  19  Scarlet  Tanagers  on  Goat  Island. 

The  May  bird  count  provided  some  interesting  data.  A  Rough-legged  Hawk 
in  Sec.  17  was  the  first  reported  in  the  past  six  years.  Long-eared  and  Short¬ 
eared  Owls  were  seen,  as  well  as  a  Raven  and  a  Fox  Sparrow,  both  in  Sec.  28,  sight¬ 
ings  missed  since  1982.  Great  Blue  Herons  regained  their  numbers  (253)  after  a 
drastic  decline  in  those  reported  last  year  (26).  Only  6  Gadwall  were  sighted, 
continuing  a  decline  noted  these  past  six  years.  Cedar  Waxwings  also  were  fewer. 

Some  species  increased  in  numbers,  707  Pine  Siskins  being  reported  as 
compared  with  57,  36 ,  and  65  for  the  past  three  years.  Cowbird  numbers  jumped  to 
1100  as  compared  to  700-800  in  more  recent  tallies.  Song  Sparrows  totaled  200 
above  the  past  1632,  1342  and  1509.  Numbers  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  varied  mark¬ 
edly  in  the  past  six  years:  403  ,  720,  72  ,  80  ,  83  ,  and  now  268.  Such  tallying 
raised  a  number  of  questions.  How  much  are  the  totals  affected  by  such  factors 
as  weather?  number  of  participants  in  the  count?  variation  in  locality  covered? 
skill  of  observer?  --  or,  as  everyone  knows  --  being  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time?  Nevertheless,  the  overall  picture  does  indicate  trends  and,  unfortun¬ 
ately,  they  are  mostly  declining. 

Marian  Dornhaffer,  Hamburg,  NY 

******** 

MAY  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-throated  Loon 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Loon 

20 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick,  Stims 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

29 

Latest 

1 

reports  of  the 

Rose  Hill  Beach ,Ont. 
month . 

Andrle  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

1,7 

5,9 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

1 

Pinehurst 

Rising,  Axtell 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  25 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

28 

2 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Mosher,  Sundell 
( BOS-LEBC ) 

4  other 

reports  from 

the  Niagara  River  and  Lake 

Erie . 

American  Bittern 

4-13 

1-3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Many  observers 

7 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

7 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

24 

2 

Greenhurst 

Sundell 

♦Least  Bittern 

16F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Johnson 

21 

1 

News tea d  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

22 

1 

Pike  Twp. 

Rycrof t 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Great  Egret 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Gainesville  Twp. 

Rycrof t 

14 

,21,24 

1,7,3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres  et  al 

24 

1 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell 

♦Cattle  Egret 

9 

1 

Ripley  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Mute  Swan 

1-8 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Many  observers 

Snow  Goose 

1L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres ,  Johnson 

Brant 

27 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

DiTommaso ,Klepf 

Green-w.  Teal 

30 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D' Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

30 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna 

Northern  Shoveler 

5 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen 

7-30 

1-2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Many  observers 

26 

8( ad. w/young ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

30 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

30 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Johnson 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Collins , Galas  e 

Canvasback 

2  8L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Redhead 

18 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Johnson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7L 

3 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hess, Cohen  et  a 

Lesser  Scaup 

22L 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Oldsquaw 

30L 

1 

Morgan's  Point, Ont. 

D' Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

1 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

3 

5 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

7 , 8L 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson,  Collins 

White-w.  Scoter 

3 

7 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Lowbanks 

Collins ,  Byron 

22L 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna 

Common  Merganser 

18 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

29L 

7 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Hess 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-br.  Merganser 

29 

4 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Hess 

29 

5 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Sundell  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

5 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen 

21 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres , Collins  et  a 

22L 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

Turkey  Vulture 

8 

210 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Osprey 

5 

l(on  nest) 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Eaton 

14  other 

reports  from  throughout  WNY ,  May  1-30. 

Bald  Eagle 

5-26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Many  observers 

7 

2 ( ad. -courtship 

flight)  Tona .  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

8 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

0.  Rosche 

10 

2 ( imm. ) 

Eden  Twp. 

An dr le 

Northern  Harrier 

8 

7 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

8 

222 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

19 

2 ( at  nest ) 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

Red-should.  Hawk 

3L 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

6 

186 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

8 

50 

over  Ripley  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*Peregrine  Falcon 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Collins 

Virginia  Rail 

30 

8 ( 2ad.  w/  6y . ) 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

*Black-bell.  Plover 

2  IF 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Collins  et  al 

27 

13 

Rose  Hill  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

*Semipalm.  Plover 

8F 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Collins 

14 

65 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

21 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

25 

14 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas ,  Rising 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

8L 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

7L 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

8 

1 

Chautauqua  Co. 

D&D  Suggs 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

16 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Galas  et  al 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

1 

2 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

*Whimbrel 

24  F 

10 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

25 

40 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

DiTommaso 

27 

16 

Rose  Hill  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

22 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson  et  al 

22 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

7 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres , Watson  et  al 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Cohen  et  al 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

22F-27 

2-3 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Collins,  many  obs . 

29 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

30 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

Dunlin 

11,25 

1,35 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas ,  Rising 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

2  IF 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

*Wilson's  Phalarope 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna , Watson  et  al 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas , Rising 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

22 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

16,27 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Klepf er 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

30 

26 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird  May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Caspian  Tern  8 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

2 1L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

*Black  Tern  6F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTommaso ,  Vallone 

' — 1 
CM 

' — 1 

r- 

4,15,8 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

7,26 

8,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo  10F 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

23-31 

1-7 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  25 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Johnson 

27 

1 

Elma  Twp. 

Collins 

28 

2 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Mosher,  Sundell 

( BOS-LEBC ) 

31 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Common  Nighthawk  17 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

22 

1 

News tea d  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

25 

2 

Akron  Twp. 

Galas,  Rising 

♦Whip-poor-will  8F 

1 

Elma  Twp. 

Collins 

00 

OJ 

o 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

*Ruby-t . Hummingbird  9F-31 

1-2 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

13-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-headed  Wdpkr.  8F 

3 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

13 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  6 

reports  from 

throughout  the  region  May 

1-22  . 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  8L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

3 

reports  of  breeding  birds  from  Holland, 

Wales  Twp.,&  Amity 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher  13F,16 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'  Anna , Potter 

16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Collins , Galas  et  a 

17 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Collins 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

29 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

*E.  Wood-Pewee  13F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'  Anna 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  17 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

22 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

22,30 

1,4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

29 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

Rycrof t 

♦Acadian  Flycatcher  10F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

16 

1  ( PDBA ) 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Collins  et  al 

18 

3-4 ( PDBA) 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

28,29 

1  (PDBA) 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

30 

1 

Pike  Twp. 

Rycrof  t 

♦Alder  Flycatcher  13F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

15-31 

1-15 

Amit y ,Ward , Scio  Twps . 

Pitzrick 

♦Willow  Flycatcher  14F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

21 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson 

♦Least  Flycatcher  6F-31 

1-13 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

7 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

7 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Cohen  et  al 

♦Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher  7F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

10-31 

1-8 

Amity  &  Ward  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

♦Eastern  Kingbird  4F-31 

1-9 

Amit y , Ward , Scio  Twps. 

Pitzrick 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen 

Cliff  Swallow  16 

12 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Tufted  Titmouse 

6  reports  from  throughout  WNY ,  May  1-31. 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

19L 

4 

Amherst  Twp. 

Cohen 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.SP 

Watson 

1-31 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont . 

Klepf er 

22 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Winter  Wren 

11 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Marsh  Wren 

30 

2 

Gainesville  Twp. 

Rycrof t 

Only 

report  away  from  Tonawanda  WMA  and  Tifft  Farm  NP. 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

16 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Collins  et  al 

29 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

22L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  et  al 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher  5 

reports  from 

throughout  WNY,  May  7-16 

• 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

3 

Pinehurst 

Ris ing , Axtell 

1-31 

24  pairs 

Amity , Ward, Scio  Twps . 

Pit zr ick 

*Veery 

5F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo. 

Hess 

8 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D' Anna , Potter 

8 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D' Anna , Potter 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

8F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Collins  ,  Byron 

5 

reports  from 

the  lake  plains.  May  17- 

29. 

*Swainson's  Thrush 

7F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

8 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Hermit  Thrush 

9 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

*Wood  Thrush 

5F 

1 

Forest  Lawn, Bflo. 

Hess 

6-31 

1-14 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

*Gray  Catbird 

5F 

1 

Williams ville  Glen 

Johnson 

7-31 

1-9 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

N.  Mockingbird 

5 

reports  from 

Iroquois  NWR  &  the  lake 

plains.  May  1-27. 

Water  Pipit 

8,9 

10,25 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

*White-eyed  Vireo 

10-15 

1-2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Many  observe] 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna , Potter 

11 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas ,  Rising 

*Warbling  Vireo 

6F-31 

1-4 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

7 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Philadelphia  Vireo 

10F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas , Yoerg 

16.17 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

*Red-eyed  Vireo 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

10 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

17 

20 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

7F-31 

1-15 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Collins 

10 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas  ,  Yoerg 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D' Anna , Potter 

* "Brewster  1 s  Warb." 

14F-22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

♦Tennessee  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

12 

2 

Frewsburg 

Sundell 

17 

18 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Orange-cr.  Warbler 

12  F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

17 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Nashville  Warbler 

1 

2 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

♦Northern  Parula 

8F 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

9 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTommaso 

4 

other  reports 

from  the  lake  plains , 

Ma  y  14-18. 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

17 

24 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

♦Magnolia  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo. 

Hess 

8 

7 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

♦Cape  May  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

12 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

29 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

Cohen 

♦Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler  8 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

8 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

8 

4 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

17 

16 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

♦Blackburnian  Warbler 

8F 

3 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

8F 

5 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

17 

29 

Goat  Island 

Robeson 

30 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

8 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

11 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Collins,  D'Anna 

16 

2 

Cold  Spring  Twp.l 

Collins , Galas  et  al 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

2 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'  Anna , Potter 

8 

4 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

14 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

♦Prairie  Warbler 

8F 

2 

Chautauqua  Co. 

D&D  Suggs 

11-23 , 

28,31 

1-3, 1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

V&M  Pitzrick 

16 

3 ( PDBA ) 

Carroll  Twp. 

Collins , Galas  et  al 

28 

5- 8 ( PDBA ) 

Carroll  Twp. 

Mosher , Sundell 

( BOS-LEBC ) 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Johnson 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Rising,  Axtell 

♦Bay-br.  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Collins 

17 

32 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

30 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher ,  Vernons 

♦Blackpoll  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas  et  al 

21 

1 

Pike  Twp. 

Rycrof t 

30 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher,  Vernons 

♦Cerulean  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Collins  et  al 

11 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas,  Rising 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Many  observers 

♦American  Redstart 

7F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  et  al 

9 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Galas,  Rising 

♦Prothonotar y  Warb.  21F,22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Collins,  D'Anna  et 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 

30 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Johnson 

♦Ovenbird 

6F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

8 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

♦Kentucky  Warbler 

11 

1 

Franklinville 

DiTommaso 

16 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

*N.  Waterthrush 

7F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Hess 

8 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

11L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

La.  Waterthrush 

4 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

8 

2 

Warsaw 

Rycrof t 

12 

1 

Williamsville  Glen' 

Johnson 

♦Connecticut  Warbler 

22 

1 

Buffalo 

Sisti,  Hentz 

30 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Mourning  Warbler  12F-22 

2-6 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

14 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

D'Anna  et  al 

♦Common  Yellowthroat 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

8 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

13 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Cooper 

♦Wilson's  Warbler 

11F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

13 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

Collins 

13 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Cooper 

♦Canada  Warbler 

12  F 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Johnson 

14 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  et  al 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

DiTommaso 

25,29 

2,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Johnson 

♦Scarlet  Tanager 

8F 

2 

Chautauqua  Co. 

D&D  Suggs 

8F 

6 

Point  Gratiot 

D&D  Suggs 

17 

19 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

5F 

2 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

8  6 

reports  from  throughout 

WNY . 

♦Indigo  Bunting 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

14 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Endres 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

3L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Clay-col.  Sparrow 

8 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

11, 

12,28 

1,1,1 

Amity&Ward  Twps . 

Pit zrick 

14,15 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

16 

6 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Collins , Galas  et  al 

♦Henslow's  Sparrow 

8F-29 

1-5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers, Many  observe 

Fox  Sparrow 

6L 

1 

To  na  wa  n  da  T wp . 

Hess 

♦Lincoln's  Sparrow 

8F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Collins 

20,22 

1,1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

21 

1 

Forest  Lawn, Bflo. 

Hess 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1-22L 

2-4 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

8 

150 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

22L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

22L 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Cohen  et  al 

♦Bobolink 

4F 

3 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

4  F 

2 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

4  F 

1 

Elma  Twp. 

Collins 

4F-31 

1-45 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Rusty  Blackbird 

13 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Cooper 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

29 

2 ( male& female  ) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Hess 

30 

30 ( imm.  males ) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Northern  Oriole 

IF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Rising , Axtell 

2 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Obsesrvers 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

1-6 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

5 

6-7 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Red  Crossbill 

13 

12 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Pine  Siskin 

11  reports  from 

throughout  WNY , 

May  1-31. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-23L 

5-40 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously 

recorded . 

Species ,  subspecies 
(7  on  May 

&  hybrids 
count ) 

recorded  this  issue . 

Total  for  year . 

******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

1988  BOS  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  May  15,  1988 

Compiler:  Rev.  Raymond  Prybis 

Weather:  The  day  was  clear  with  temperatures  rising  from  40° (F)  in  the  morning  to 

an  unseasonable  80° (F)  by  mid-afternoon. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  and  the  numbers  of  each.  Un¬ 

derlined  names  indicate  that  a  written  verification  report  has  been  submitted. 
An  asterisk  indicates  first  record  of  1988.  An  "F"  indicates  the  first 
spring  migrant  record.  An  "L "  indicates  a  last  1988  record. 

Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  23 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  11 
Horned  Grebe  -  1  L 
Dbl. -crested  Cormorant  -  11 
American  Bittern  -  3 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  253 
Green-backed  Heron  -  44 
Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  -  8 
Canada  Goose  -  767 
Wood  Duck  -  189 
Green-w.  Teal  -  1 
American  Black  Duck  -  1 
Mallard  -  699 


Blue-w.  Teal  -  49 
Ga  dwa 11-6 
American  Wigeon  -  14 
Redhead  -  1 
Lesser  Scaup  -  4 
Oldsquaw  -  105 
Surf  Scoter  -  9 
White-w.  Scoter  -  13 
Common  Goldeneye  -  5 
Hooded  Merganser  -  20 
Common  Merganser  -  38 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  584 
Ruddy  Duck  -  2 


Vultures  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture  -  201 
Osprey  -  8 

Northern  Harrier  -  23 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  35 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  13 


Rough-legged  Hawk  -  1  L 
American  Kestrel  -  86 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  54 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  60 
Wild  Turkey  -  63 
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Report  of  1988  BOS  May  Bird  Count 

Vultures  -  Rails  cont. 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  17  Virginia  Rail  -  3 

Broad-winged  Hawk  -  22  Sora  -  4 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  198  Common  Moorhen  -  20 

American  Coot  -  4  • 

Shorebirds 


Semipalmated  Plover  -  56 
Killdeer  -  559 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  12 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  35 
Solitary  Sandpiper  -  12 

Spotted  Sandpiper  -  94 
Upland  Sandpiper  -  2 


*Ruddy  Turnstone  -IF 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  -  7  F 
Least  Sandpiper  -  100 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  1 
Dunlin  -  1 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  -  3 
Common  Snipe  -  21 
American  Woodcock  -  15 

Gulls  -  Flycatchers 

Chimney  Swift  -  391 
Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  -  67 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  100 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  49 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  30 
Yel. -bellied  Sapsucker  -  24 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  287 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  69 
Northern  Flicker  -  289 
Pileated  Woodpecker-  28 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee  -  144 
*Yel . -bellied  Flycatcher  -  4  F 
Acadian  Flycatcher  -  2 
Alder  Flycatcher  -  6 
Willow  Flycatcher  -  18 
Least  Flycatcher  -  165 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  253 
Great  Cr.  Flycatcher  -  159 
Eastern  Kingbird  -  425 

Larkes  -  Thrushes 


Bonaparte's  Gull  -  138 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  10,027 
Herring  Gull  -  113 
Great  Bl. -backed  Gull  -  115 
Caspian  Tern  -  3 
Common  Tern  -  121 
Black  Tern  -  2 
Rock  Dove  -  1309 
Mourning  Dove  -  1308 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  -  5 
*Yellow-bil led  Cuckoo  -  2  F 
Eastern  Screech-Owl  -  1 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  24 
Barred  Owl  -  11 
Long-eared  Owl  -  1 
Short-eared  Owl  -  2 
♦Common  Nighthawk  -  13  F 
Whip-poor-will  -  1 


Horned  Lark  -  24 

E.a.  praticola  -  11 
Purple  Martin  -  342 
Tree  Swallow  -  1303 
No.  Rough-wing  Swallow  -  313 
Bank  Swallow  -  665 
*Cliff  Swallow  -  206  F 
Barn  Swallow  -  1520 
Blue  Jay  -  1584 
American  Crow  -  1842 


House  Wren  -  356 
Winter  Wren  -  6 
Marsh  Wren  -  2 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  7 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  10 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  -  20 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  183 
Veery  -  99 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  -  7 
Swainson's  Thrush  -  26 
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Larks  -  Thrushes  cont. 

Hermit  Thrush  -  22 
Wood  Thrush  -  271 
American  Robin  -  5983 
Gray  Catbird  -  598 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  5 
Brown  Thrasher  -  59 
Water  Pipit  -  19  L 

Waxwings  -  Warblers 


Northern  Raven  -  2 
Bl. -capped  Chickadee  -  1010 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  68 
Red-br .  Nuthatch  -  36 
White-br.  Nuthatch  -  175 
Brown  Creeper  -  16 
Carolina  Wren  -  4 


Cedar  Waxwings  -  187 
European  Starling  -  7157 
White-eyed  Vireo  -  2 
Solitary  Vireo  -  27 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  -  16 
Warbling  Vireo  -  101 
Philadelphia  Vireo  -  6 
Red-eyed  Vireo  -  234 
Blue-winged  Warbler  -  133 
Golden-winged  Warbler  -  3 
"Brewster's  Warbler  -  3 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  107 
Orange-crown.  Warbler  -  4 
Nashville  Warbler  -  51 
Northern  Parula  -  1 
Yellow  Warbler  -  1782 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  -  215 
Magnolia  Warbler  -  149 
Cape  May  Warbler  -  15 
Bl. -throated  Blue  Warbler  43 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler  -  268 
Bl. -throated  Gr.  Warbler  -  159 
Blackburnian  Warbler  -  85 
Pine  Warbler  -  3 
Prairie  Warbler  -  2 
Palm  Warbler  -  6 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  -  85 
Blackpoll  Warbler  -  11 
Cerulean  Warbler  -  10 
B1.-&-W.  Warbler  -  61 
American  Redstart  -  253 
Ovenbird  -  215 
Northern  Waterthrush  -  35 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  -  6  L 
Mourning  Warbler  -  35 
Common  Yellowthroat  -  627 
Hooded  Warbler  -  52 
Wilson's  Warbler  -  12 
Canada  Warbler  -  25 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  -  3 


Tanager  -  House  Sparrow 


Scarlet  Tanager  -  148 
Northern  Cardinal  -  666 
Rose-br.  Grosbeak  -  374 
Indigo  Bunting  -  143 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  164 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  1007 
Field  Sparrow  -  275 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  10 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  193 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  -  10 
Henslow's  Sparrow  -  2 
Fox  Sparrow  -  3 
Song  Sparrow  -  2000 
Lincoln's  Sparrow  -  3 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  125 
White-throated  Sparrow  -  61 

Total  Species 


White-crowned  Sparrow  -  90 
Dark-eyed  Junco  -  161 
Bobolink  -  1109 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  6027 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  305 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  7 
Common  Grackle  -  5124 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1100 
Orchard  Oriole  -  1 
Northern  Oriole  -  677 
Purple  Finch  -  187 
House  Finch  -  1207 
Pine  Siskin  -  707 
American  Goldfinch  -  2026 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  37 
House  Sparrow  -  2246 

. 199 
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Report  of  BOS  Mother's  Day  Field  Trip 

The  B.O.S.,  May  8,  1988,  Mother's  Day  field  trip  at  Tifft  Farm  was 

almost  a  disaster!  In  early  May,  migrating  warblers,  although  present,  were  few 
and  far  between.  As  May  8th  approached,  uneasiness  changed  to  worry  and  worry 
gave  way  to  anxiety.  After  scouting  the  day  before  the  field  trip  and  only  finding 
two  warbler  species,  anxiety  turned  into  panic! 

The  day  of  the  field  trip  my  worries  dissipated,  because  as  the  group 
walked  from  parking  lot  to  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk,  we  found  29  species;  inclu¬ 
ding  6  of  10  Double-crested  Cormorants,  1  of  8  White-crowned  Sparrows,  2  of  5  North¬ 
ern  Shovelers,  Least  Flycatcher,  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 

On  Mosquito  Junction,  we  observed  Ovenbird,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Warbling 
Vireo  (the  first  of  four).  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Black- 
and-white  Warbler,  and  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  as  a  Wood  Thrush  sang  it's 
enchanting,  flutelike  melody  to  the  rhythmic-pumping  tempo  of  an  American  Bittern. 

On  Old  Tifft  Street,  Mike  Galas  showed  most  of  us  our  first  Northern 
Oriole.  We  also  saw  Palm  Warbler,  Solitary  Vireo,  Virginia  Rail,  Blue-Gray  Gnatcat- 
cher  and  a  Blue-Winged  Warbler,  which  Bob  Brock  pointed  out. 

At  Heritage  Boardwalk,  we  observed  the  Mute  Swan,  Great  Blue  Heron, 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  and  Gadwall.  Other  interesting  birds  were,  a  Hermit 
Thrush,  three  American  Redstarts,  a  group  of  four  Greater  Yellowlegs ,  a  Lesser 
Scaup  at  Lisa  Pond,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Northern  Waterthrush  (heard  only), 
Nashville  Warbler  and  a  Field  Sparrow  which  was  first  heard  by  Don  Roberson. 

In  all,  we  had  75  species  (72  at  Tifft  Farm  and  3  in  Buffalo  Harbor). 

But,  why  did  we  see  12  species  of  warblers  the  day  of  the  field  trip 
and  only  2  species  of  warblers  when  scouting  one  day  before  the  trip?  The  number 
of  expert  observers?  No,  not  entirely,  because  I  had  the  expert  ears  and  eyes 
of  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  helping  me  on  the  scouting  trip.  Certainly  we 
could  not  have  missed  10  species  of  warblers! 

The  data  from  the  National  Weather  Service  can  provide  the  answers. 
At  2:00  a.m.  Sunday  morning.  May  8th,  the  winds  shifted  from  northeast  and  east 
to  southeast.  To  find  comparable  southerly  nocturnal  winds  in  the  National  Weather 
Service's  data  we  have  to  go  all  the  way  back  to  the  morning  of  May  1,  1988. 

The  random  probability  of  having  northerly  winds  seven  days  in  a  row 
is  128  to  1!  Since  we  are  in  the  prevailing  southwesterly  wind  belt  it  makes  it 
more  improbable.  However,  the  presence  of  a  stalled  weather  system  made  it  possible. 

Submitted  by  Bill  Watson 


******** 
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BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  4:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 

territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 

December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper.  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC ,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14  22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p . m. 


*  ******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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June  1988  was  sunny,  very  dry,  and  but  for  a  notable  exception,  quite 
cold.  Sunshine,  at  76%  of  possible  hours,  was  a  full  10%  above  normal;  the  1.6" 
of  rain  less  than  60%  of  the  yearly  average  2.7"  (this  after  four  successive,  ex¬ 
tremely  wet  Junes);  and  the  66° (F)  temperature  average  2°  below  normal,  despite 

a  record  high  of  96°  on  June  25th  that  presaged  the  heat  to  come  in  July  and  August. 
In  particular,  the  month  began  and  ended  very  cold;  the  first  eleven  days  averaging 
6°  below  normal  for  those  dates  and  the  last  five  8°  below,  with  north  winds  on 
10  of  those  16  days.  Pitzrick  reported  a  killing  frost  in  Allegany  County  on  the 
11th  as  well  as  two  indications  of  the  precarious  existence  of  wildlife;  young 

Tree  Swallows  dying  from  the  cold  during  the  period  from  May  19  to  June  20,  and 

conversely,  five  15-day  old  (!)  Bluebird  nestlings  dying  from  the  heat  just  five 
days  later  on  the  25th. 


Few  other  bird  records  for  this  month  correlated  with  the  weather; 
however,  during  the  day  of  the  25th,  the  strong  southwest  winds  (19  mph  gusting 
to  52  )  accompanying  the  high  temperature  may  have  brought  in  the  Yellow-crowned 
Night  Heron  reported  by  Endres  the  following  day  in  the  Tonawanda  WMA.  This  wind 
then  turned  cold  and  northwest  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  producing  the  first  south¬ 
bound  shorebirds  on  the  26th  as  well:  5  Least  Sandpipers  and  2  Short-billed  Dowit- 

chers  reported  by  Johnson  at  Tonawanda  WMA.  DiTommaso  reported  single  birds  of 
the  same  two  species  the  next  day  at  Times  Beach. 

This  June's  maximum  count  of  six  Great  Egrets  at  Tonawanda  WMA  (Endres) 
is  down  from  14  seen  last  year.  The  16  young  American  Wigeon  at  Times  Beach  is 
a  welcome  reprise  by  Andrle,  with  an  increase  in  numbers  from  his  earlier  sightings 
there  in  1985  and  1986  (but  not  1987  ).  Seven  Shoveler  ducklings  at  Tifft  Farm 
(Bogacki)  represents  the  first  nesting  records  for  the  region  in  at  least  five 
years  and  would  have  provided  only  the  fourth  black  block  for  the  state  Breeding 
Bird  Atlas.  These  are  only  unusual  representatives  of  a  successful  regional  nest¬ 
ing  season  for  dabblers  that  is  in  striking  contrast  to  that  of  the  central  flyway 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  A  single  Redhead  spent  the  month  in  Dunkirk  Har¬ 
bor  (  Gula ,  Jr .  ) 
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Two  Ospreys  remained  near  the  nesting  platforms  in  Allegany  State  Park 
(Andrle)  and  Pitzrick  and  Watson  reported  single  birds  from  other  areas.  DiTommaso 
found  a  pair  of  Goshawks  in  Franklinville  and  Watson  a  single  immature  Bald  Eagle 
at  Iroquois  NWR .  The  downtown  bachelor  Peregrine  was  reported  only  once  during 
the  month,  this  by  Andrle  and  Clark  on  the  14th. 

Upland  Sandpiper  observations  in  four  separate  areas  indicate  the  con¬ 
tinuing  bare  maintenance  of  this  lovely  species  of  field,  fence  post,  and  telephone 
wire.  (How  remarkable  to  note  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  that  this  bird  nested 
near  the  intersection  of  Kenmore  and  Starin  Avenues  in  Buffalo  only  50  years  ago.) 

Five  Acadian  Flycatchers  were  reported  from  four  widespread  locations 
following  a  similar  pattern  of  reports  over  the  past  several  years.  Pitzrick  obser¬ 
ved  a  pair  of  Willow  Flycatchers  at  a  nest  with  three  eggs,  a  record  she  believes 
to  be  the  first  of  their  nesting  in  Allegany  County.  Meanwhile,  Brooks  (the  opposi¬ 
tion  in  this  Southern  Tier  nest  seeking  competition)  reported  two  Ravens  in  Ward 
Township . 

Late  in  the  month,  small  colonies  of  Sedge  Wrens  and  Dickcissels  were 
reported  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other  west  of  Port  Colborn,  a  pleasant 

juxtaposition  for  many  listers.  Two  Sedge  Wrens  were  also  reported  from  Iroquois 
NWR  by  Endres  and  two  Dickcissels  at  a  nest  with  5  eggs  were  discovered  in  Andover 
Township  by  Brooks.  The  20  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  reported  in  widely  spaced  areas 
continues  a  remarkably  similar  pattern  over  the  years:  last  year  there  were  17, 

in  1986  -  13,  1985  -  7  and  1984  -  19. 

The  single  Yellow-throated  Warbler  reported  from  Allegany  State  Park 
on  the  12th  and  28th  was  placing  material  on  a  nest  on  the  first  of  those  dates. 

This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  that  the  bird  has  been  reported  from  this 

area,  with  only  two  other  Atlas  blocks  marked  for  breeding  in  the  state.  It  is 
interesting  that  the  Worm-eating  Warbler,  whose  normal  range  (see  the  Peterson 
Field  Guide  and  the  Atlas )  comes  much  closer  than  this  species  ,  is  not  also  being 
reported  from  western  New  York  and  in  particular  the  Southern  Tier.  The  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  continued  their  remarkable  history  of  nesting  at  Iroquois  WMA. 

Consider  finally,  the  differing  fortunes  of  two  sparrows.  The  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  continues  to  move  into  this  area  from  the  west.  Reported  in  four 
earlier  years  from  near  Fredonia ,  this  year  single  birds  were  identified  at  three 
different  locations  in  Western  New  York.  But  at  the  same  time,  we  must  all  miss 
that  junco-like  flash  of  white  tail  feathers  and  what  John  Burroughs  called  "the 
evening  hymn  of  the  vesper-bird"  as  the  Vesper  Sparrow  continues  its  decline  here. 
Brooks  and  Endres  provided  the  only  reports  of  a  total  of  four  birds  of  this  spe¬ 
cies  that  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  noted  less  than  25  years  ago  as  a  "common  summer 
resident " . 


GERALD  RISING 


******** 
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JUNE  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names, 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  ver 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York 
1984)  has  been  received  and  placed 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
ification  according  to  the  "Date 
and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the 


* 

-  I ndica tes 

F 

-  Indicates 

L 

-  Indicates 

(  f  ) 

-  I ndica tes 

( PDBA ) 

-  I ndica tes 

first  record  for  t 
first  record  for  t 
last  record  for  th 
record  from  feedin 
previously  documen 


he  year, 
he  migration, 
e  mi gra  t ion . 
g  station, 
ted  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 


June 


Number  Location 


Observers 


D.  -crest.  Cormorant 

American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 


Great  Egret 

*Y.-cr.  Night-Heron 
Mute  Swan 
Green-winged  Teal 

Amer.  Black  Duck 
Northern  Pintail 
Northern  Shoveler 

Ga  dwa  1 1 

American  Wigeon 


Redhead 

Merganser  species 
Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 

Bald  Eagle 
Northern  Harrier 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

Cooper's  Hawk 


25 

1 

26 

1 

12 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

13 

1 

26 

1 

26 

1 

5 

2 

5-26 

1-6 

11 

1 

26 

1 

11 

1 

i-H 

i — 1 

* 

ro 

4 

5 

2 

26 

2 

12 

4 

3,11 

2,5 

5 

5 

13 

7  young 

5 

1 

10 

9  young 

11 

2 

17,23 

1 

ad.  w/11  y. 

27 

2 

ad.  w/16  y. 

1-30 

1 

28 

9  young 

27 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 

28 

2 

5,25 

1  imm. 

reports 

throughout  WNY 

3 

1 

15 

1 

21 

1 

12 

1 

13,21 

•H 

i — 1 

Iroquois  NWR 
iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  Farm  NP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Times  Beach, Bflo. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  Farm  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  Farm  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Times  Beach, Bflo. 
Times  Beach, Bflo. 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Allegany  SP 
over  Buffalo 
Amity  Lake 
Cold  Spring  Twp. 
Allegany  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
June  5-30. 

Ward  Twp. 

Andover  Twp. 

Eden  Twp. 

Iroquois  NWR 
Amity  Lake 


Watson 

McDonald 

Johnson 

D&  D  Suggs 

Bogacki 

Endres 

Burch, D' Anna  (BOS) 

Me Donald 

Watson 

Endres 

Roberson 

Endres 

Watson 

Roberson 

Watson 

Burch, D' Anna  (BOS) 

Endres 

Roberson 

Watson 

Bogacki 

Watson 

Bogacki 

Roberson 

Andr le 

Andr le 

Gula  ,  Jr. 

Andrle  et  al 
D1  Anna 
Pit zr ick 
Watson 
Andrle  et  al 
Watson 

Brooks 
Brooks 
Andrle 
Endres 
Pitzr ick 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Goshawk 

24,28 

2 

Franklinville 

DiTommaso 

Red-should.  Hawk 

1-30 

1-5 

Alfred  &  Ward  Twps . 

Brooks 

12 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

28 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

Broad-winged  Hawk  4 

,21,29 

1,1,2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzr ick 

11 

,12,24 

2,1,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Peregrine  Falcon 

14 

1 

Buffalo 

Andrle,  Clark 

Semipalm.  Plover 

11 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

2  3F , 2  9 

1,1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

3L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

23F , 2  9 

3,12 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

26 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

27 

8 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

DiTommaso 

Upland  Sandpiper 

10 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Moshers 

19 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Johnson  et  al 

23 

1 

Humberstone  Twp.,Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

26 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

McDonald 

26 

3 

Hartland  Twp. 

D'  Anna  ,  Potter  ,Roberso: 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

5L 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Least  Sandpiper 

26F 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

27 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

DiTommaso 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

8 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

DiTommaso 

11 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Dunlin 

11L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Short -b .  Dowitcher 

26F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

27 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

DiTommaso 

American  Woodcock  4 

reports 

from 

Erie  and 

Chautauqua  Counties, 

June  10-29. 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

26 

2 

over  Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Caspian  Tern 

27 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

Black  Tern 

1-30 

6-8  pairs 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres  ,  many  observ. 

Black-b.  Cuckoo  9 

reports 

from 

throughout  the  region,  June  1- 

30 

• 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  5 

reports 

from 

Allegany 

Co.,  Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

& 

Wainfleet,  Ont . 

Short-eared  Owl 

19 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna , Potter 

24 

1 

Shelby  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

Whip-poor-will 

1-30 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  ,  Jr . 

20 

5 

Wainfleet  Twp,Ont. 

Watson , Yoerg 

23 

5 

Wainfleet  Twp.,Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

19 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Johnson 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

8-30 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

12 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Watson  et  al 

28 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

5,12 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle  et  al 

6 

1 ( PDBA ) 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

12 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Watson 

28 

1( PDBA) 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

28 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Willow  Flycatcher 

23,28 

2ad. 

+nest  w/3 

eggs  Amity  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Cliff  Swallow 

14 

35 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

22 

4 

Wellsville 

Pit zrick 

24 

2 

Scio  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Common  Raven 

3,13,19 

1-2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-15 

2  ad. +  y. 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

15 

5 

Chautauqua 

Sundell , Arnn 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-30 

1-5 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

12 

2  ad.  w /  3y. 

Concord  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

12 

6 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell 

19 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

Brown  Creeper 

1-30 

1-3 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

5 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

12 

4 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

15-30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren 

5,11 

1 

Royalton  Twp. 

D'  Anna  ,  Potter , Roberson 

4 

other  reports  from  south  of  Buffalo,  June  3- 

30. 

♦Sedge  Wren 

19 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

20-24 

3-4 

Port  Colborne,  Ont . 

many  observers 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

3-18,24 

7 , 1 ( PDBA ) 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

5 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle 

11 

2 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher, Gula  Jr. 

17 

1( PDBA) 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

19 

6 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

30 

4 ( PDBA) 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D& D  Suggs 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-30 

33  pairs 

Amity , Scio&Ward  Twps 

.  Pitzrick 

1-30 

6 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

5 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Swainson's  Thrush 

6L 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

28 

4 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

12 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle 

N.  Mockingbird 

11,18 

1.1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

21 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

White-eyed  Vireo 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

26 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

"Brewster's  Warbler" 

15 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1,18,20 

2,1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

4 

20 

Allegany  SP 

Sundell  et  al 

6-30 

1-7 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

6-30 

1-5 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

12 

8 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell 

Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

12 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Watson  et  al 

28 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Andrle  et  al 

Prairie  Warbler 

4-29 

1-4 ( +nest  w/  4e 

. )(PDBA)  Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

5 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher  et  al 

6,12,28 

l-6( PDBA) 

Carroll  Twp. 

Watson, Sundell, Andrle  et  al 

8-27 

1( PDBA ) 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

11 

1( PDBA ) 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

30 

1( PDBA) 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

3-26 

1-2 

Iroq. NWR( Sour  Spr.  Rd)  Many  observers 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

19 

2 

Iroq. NWR( Feeder  Rd. ) 

Endres 

Scarlet  Tanager 

14L 

1 

To  na  wa  n  da  Twp . 

Watson 

*Dickcissel 

20-26 

3-5 

Wa infleet  Twp.,Ont. 

Andrle ,  D'  Anna  ,Watsc 
Johnson  et  al 

29 

2+nest  w/5e. 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

8,15 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

17,23 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Vesper  Sparrow 

13 

1 

Alabama  Twp. 

Endres 

15-29 

1-3 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

7  reports 

from  Niagara 

, Chautauqua , &  Allegany 

Cos . ,  June  4-29 . 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Mosher, Gula  Jr. 

12 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

16 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Johnson 

21 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

1-12 

Amity  Lake ( f ) 

Pit  zr ick 

30 

1 

Burns  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids 

previously  recorded . 

,  .  . .256 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids 

recorded  this 

issue . 

,  .  .  .  3 

Total  for  year . 

.  .  . .259 

******** 


ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 


1988  USF&G  Breeding  Bird  Survey  for  Western  New  York 


Since  1967,  members  and  friends  of  B.O.S.  have  cooperated  annually  in 
this  breeding  bird  survey.  Essentially,  the  procedure  involves  the  recording  of 
all  birds  seen  or  heard  in  three  minutes  on  each  of  50  stops,  a  half-mile  apart 
on  a  defined  24^  mile  route,  starting  30  minutes  before  sunrise  on  any  day  in  June. 
We  have  eighteen  such  routes  in  Western  New  York.  On  seven  years,  including  this 
year,  all  routes  were  covered.  One  route  was  missed  on  each  of  nine  years  while 
two  routes  were  missed  five  other  years.  In  1982  ,  when  more  than  four  routes  were 
not  covered,  the  summary  was  eliminated. 


The  following  listing  shows  the  observers  and  assistants  for  each  route. 
We  welcome  the  seven  new  cooperators  which  are  underlined.  Also,  it  is  fitting 
to  note  the  five  cooperators  who  have  worked  on  their  respective  routes  every  year 
since  1967;  shown  by  an  asterisk  after  their  name. 


Route 


Cooperator 


Number  Name 


Observer 


Assistant 


04  5 

Phillip's  Creek 

Doris  Burton* 

04  6 

Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks* 

052 

Mt .  Morris 

Douglas  Bassett 

053 

Hamburg 

William  Bogacki 

054 

West  Seneca 

Joseph  DiDomenico 

None 

Clarence  Klingensmith* 
None 

Dean  DiTommaso 
Diane  Di Domenico 
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Route 

Cooperator 

Number 

Name 

Observer 

Assistant 

055 

Gainesville 

Mary  Batcheller 

None 

056 

Cattaraugus 

Timothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

057 

East  Java 

David  Junkin 

Marty  Junkin 

058 

Castile 

Douglas  Bassett 

None 

059 

Randolph 

Timothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton* 

060 

Centerville 

Wavel  Barber 

Maxine  W.  Barber 

061 

Sheridan 

Terry  Mosher 

Joe  Gula  Jr. 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell* 

None 

063 

Nashville 

Robert  M.  Wagner 

Edith  N.  Wagner 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

Sharon  Sisti 

Kathleen  Hentz 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

Willie  D'Anna 

Betsy  Potter 

066 

Byron 

David  Keller 

None 

111 

S.  Vandalia 

Regina  M.  VanScoy 

James  S.  VanScoy 

This  year  121 

species  were  recorded,  equal 

to  the  high  recorded  in 

One  new  species  was  added  to  the  twenty-one  year  list,  namely,  Pine  Siskin.  The 
total  number  of  species  recorded  over  the  21  years  is  168  including  six  late  mi¬ 
grants.  Eighty  one  were  recorded  every  year,  17  only  one  year,  10  only  two  years 
and  7  recorded  only  three  years.  Three  species  were  missed  only  one  year,  six 
missed  two  years  and  five  missed  three  years.  Thirty  nine  species  were  recorded 
4-17  years. 

The  total  species  per  route  this  year  varied  from  42  to  94  (a  new  high 
which  exceeds  the  previous  high  set  last  year  by  ten.  Over  the  twenty-one  year 
period  the  median  has  varied  from  52  to  60  with  57  the  median  for  the  entire  period 
as  well  as  for  this  year. 

Table  I  shows  the  species  recorded  as  well  as  their  status  in  respect 
to  numbers  in  past  years,  also  the  total  count,  the  percentage  of  routes  in  which 
the  species  were  recorded  and  finally  the  number  of  years  it  was  recorded.  The 
following  listing  shows  how  the  status  relates  to  rank  in  the  twenty  one  years 
as  well  as  the  number  of  species  in  each  status  shown  in  parenthesis. 


Number 

Status 

Rank 

Number 

Status 

Rank 

Number 

Status 

Rank 

(21) 

H+ 

1 

(8) 

M+ 

7,8,9 

(9) 

L  + 

16,17,18 

(19) 

H 

2,3 

(8) 

M 

10,11,12 

(7) 

L 

19,20 

(32) 

H- 

4,5,6 

(9) 

M- 

13,14,15 

(8) 

L- 

21 

TABLE  I 


Species 

Status 

Total 

%Rtes 

Yrs 

Species 

Status 

Total 

%Rtes 

Yrs 

Great  Blue  Heron 

H  + 

44 

56 

21 

Winter  Wren 

H- 

1 

6 

8 

Green-backed  Heron  L 

7 

28 

21 

Golden-cr .Kinglet 

H 

6 

11 

15 

Canada  Goose 

H 

24 

17 

8 

B 1 .  -  gray  Gbatcatcher 

H  + 

4 

6 

2 

Wood  Duck 

H- 

11 

22 

15 

Eastern  Bluebird 

H 

17 

33 

21 

Mallard 

H  + 

124 

50 

21 

Veer  y 

L- 

36 

61 

21 

Turkey  Vulture 

H 

19 

39 

18 

Swainson's  Thrush 

H 

1 

6 

2 

Northern  Harrier 

H  + 

14 

50 

19 

Hermit  Thrush 

M+ 

3 

11 

18 
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TABLE  I  (cont'd) 


Species  Status 

Total 

%Rtes 

Yrs 

Species  Status 

Total 

%Rtes 

Yrs 

Sharp-sh . Hawk 

H 

3 

17 

10 

Wood  Thrush 

L  + 

121 

89 

21 

Cooper's  Hawk 

H- 

1 

6 

9 

American  Robin 

M 

1431 

100 

21 

Red-sh. Hawk 

M 

4 

17 

21 

Gray  Catbird 

L 

169 

100 

21 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

H  + 

20 

50 

21 

Nor.  Mockingbird 

H+ 

5 

11 

9 

American  Kestrel 

H  + 

34 

67 

21 

Brown  Thrasher 

L 

10 

44 

21 

Ring.-n.  Pheasant 

M- 

143 

44 

21 

Cedar  Waxwing 

M+ 

159 

83 

21 

Ruffed  Grouse 

M  + 

1 

6 

11 

European  Starling 

H- 

2700 

100 

21 

Wild  Turkey 

H- 

5 

17 

13 

Solitary  Vireo 

M 

3 

11 

21 

Virginia  Rail 

H 

1 

6 

3 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

L 

1 

6 

21 

Sora 

H 

1 

6 

4 

Warbling  Vireo 

H  + 

91 

83 

21 

Common  Moorhen 

H- 

1 

6 

10 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

L 

117 

89 

21 

Killdeer 

H- 

199 

100 

21 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

H- 

22 

50 

21 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

H- 

11 

17 

21 

Yellow  Warbler 

H- 

401 

100 

21 

Common  Snipe 

L  + 

1 

6 

20 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

H  + 

35 

72 

21 

American  Woodcock 

H- 

1 

6 

10 

Magnolia  Warbler 

M 

6 

11 

19* 

Ring-b.  Gull 

H  + 

813 

56 

18 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

H- 

3 

11 

11 

Black  Tern 

M 

3 

6 

2 

B1 . -thr . Gr .Warbler 

L- 

4 

22 

21 

Rock  Dove 

H  + 

725 

100 

21 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

H- 

11 

33 

21 

Mourning  Dove 

H  + 

566 

100 

21 

Prairie  Warbler 

H  + 

2 

11 

9 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

H- 

23 

44 

21 

Cerulean  Warbler 

H  + 

5 

11 

5 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

H 

8 

22 

19 

B1 . &wh .Warbler 

H- 

1 

6 

8 

Great  Horned  Owl 

H 

1 

6 

15 

Amer.  Redstart 

L  + 

18 

44 

21 

Barred  Owl 

M  + 

1 

6 

13 

Ovenbir d 

M 

34 

50 

21 

Chimney  Swift 

M 

51 

61 

21 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

H- 

1 

6 

7 

Ruby-thr . Hummingb . 

H 

9 

33 

21 

Mourning  Warbler 

M- 

10 

22 

21 

Belted  Kingfisher 

H- 

19 

33 

21 

Com. Yellowthroat 

H  + 

295 

100 

21 

Red-h . Woodpkr . 

L 

1 

6 

21 

Hooded  Warbler 

H- 

6 

22 

19 

Red-b . Woodpkr . 

H- 

9 

22 

14 

Canada  Warbler 

L- 

1 

6 

21 

Yel . -b . Sapsucker 

H- 

6 

17 

18 

Scarlet  Tanager 

H- 

33 

83 

21 

Downy  Woodpkr. 

H- 

43 

72 

21 

Nor.  Cardinal 

H- 

136 

89 

21 

Hairy  Woodpkr. 

H- 

7 

33 

21 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

H  + 

81 

67 

21 

Northern  Flicker 

M- 

42 

89 

21 

Indigo  Bunting 

M 

134 

89 

21 

Pileated  Woodpkr. 

H 

5 

17 

21 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

L- 

36 

61 

21 

E.  Wood-Pewee 

M- 

41 

78 

21 

Chipping  Sparrow 

H 

425 

100 

21 

Alder  Flycatcher 

H 

25 

61 

21 

Field  Sparrow 

M- 

126 

94 

21 

Willow  Flycatcher 

H  + 

114 

89 

21 

Vesper  Sparrow 

M 

24 

22 

21 

Least  Flycatcher 

H- 

70 

89 

21 

Savannah  Sparrow 

L- 

304 

89 

21 

Eastern  Phoebe 

L  + 

30 

83 

21 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

L  + 

3 

11 

20 

Gr . -Cr . Flycatcher 

M- 

31 

67 

21 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

L  + 

2 

11 

20 

Eastern  Kingbird 

H 

88 

100 

21 

Song  Sparrow 

H- 

904 

100 

21 

Horned  Lark 

H- 

72 

33 

21 

Swamp  Sparrow 

H- 

21 

39 

21 

Purple  Martin 

M  + 

35 

33 

21 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

H- 

25 

44 

21 

Tree  Swallow 

H- 

69 

83 

21 

Bobolink 

M  + 

383 

100 

21 

No. R. -wing. Swallow 

M+ 

12 

33 

21 

Red-w. Blackbird 

L- 

1655 

100 

21 

Bank  Swallow 

M- 

37 

39 

21 

East.  Meadowlark 

L- 

175 

100 

21 

Cliff  Swallow 

H 

22 

22 

19 

Common  Grackle 

L- 

1097 

100 

21 

Barn  Swallow 

H  + 

647 

100 

21 

Brown-h . Cowbir d 

M 

174 

83 

21 

Blue  Jay 

H- 

154 

94 

21 

Northern  Oriole 

L  + 

82 

83 

21 

American  Crow 

H 

854 

100 

21 

Purple  Finch 

H 

23 

61 

21 

Black-c . Chickadee 

H 

123 

44 

21 

House  Finch 

H  + 

194 

94 

8 

Red-br . Nuthatch 

H- 

3 

17 

19 

Pine  Siskin 

H  + 

1 

6 

1 

White-br . Nuthatch 

H- 

17 

56 

21 

Amer . Goldf inch 

L  + 

326 

100 

21 

Brown  Creeper 

M+ 

2 

11 

14 

House  Sparrow 

L 

865 

100 

21 

House  Wren 

L  + 

150 

100 

21 
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Table  II  shows  those  species  whose  totals  for  the  past  five  years  or 
more  have  all  been  above  the  21  year  median  to  be  defined  as  increasing,  or  below 
the  median  to  be  decreasing.  The  greater  the  number  of  years,  the  more  positive 
is  the  trend.  By  definition,  eleven  is  the  maximum.  Those  that  are  new  to  either 
list  are  indicated  by  an  asterisk.  Eliminated  from  the  list  of  last  year  are  Ameri¬ 
can  Redstart  from  the  increasing  list  and  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  Vesper  Sparrow 
from  the  decreasing  list. 


TABLE  II 


Species  Years 

Above  Median 

Species  Years 

Below  Median 

Great  Blue  Heron 

10 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

11 

Turkey  Vulture  * 

7 

Upland  Sandpiper 

7 

Northern  Harrier 

7 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

10 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10 

Brown  Thrasher 

11 

Killdeer  * 

8 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

8 

Rock  Dove 

6 

Canada  Warbler 

7 

Mourning  Dove 

8 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

9 

Great  Horned  Owl  * 

6 

Field  Sparrow 

5 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

7 

Savannah  Sparrow 

10 

Downy  Woodpecker 

8 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

6 

Willow  Flycatcher 

6 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

6 

Least  Flycatcher  * 

6 

Song  Sparrow 

6 

Eastern  Kingbird 

8 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

8 

Blue  Jay 

6 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

11 

American  Crow 

6 

Common  Grackle 

5 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

9 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

6 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  * 

6 

House  Sparrow 

5 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  * 

8 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5 

Warbling  Vireo 

10 

Blue-wing  Warbler 

9 

Yellow  Warbler 

8 

Ovenbir d 

9 

Common  Yellowthroat 

8 

Northern  Cardinal 

6 

Indigo  Bunting 

8 

Chipping  Sparrow 

8 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

7 

House  Finch 

8 

SUBMITTED  BY  WALTER  KLABUNDE 


******** 
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Report  by  Ellen  M.  Schopp 

The  idea  for  a  B.O.S  Birdathon  was  spurred  by  an  article  in  the  magazine 
Bird  Watcher's  Digest.  A  little  fun  competition  between  "our  B.O.S.  experts"  might 
be  interesting!  Encouraged  by  H.M.  Bateman's  enthusiasm,  a  meeting  was  held  with 
Roberta  McDonald,  Sharon  Sisti,  H.M.  Bateman,  Alec  Humann,  and  myself  to  establish 
the  rules  and  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the  presentation  at  the  next  B.O.S.  meeting. 
After  all,  we  needed  the  support  of  the  club  members  if  this  was  to  be  a  success. 
The  idea  was  well  received.  The  rules  were  that  during  any  day  in  May,  between 
7:00  a.m.  and  10:00  a.m.,  the  leader  (a  B.O.S.  member)  would  join  with  1-4  other 
birders,  and  bird  any  place,  or  places,  of  their  choice  within  the  B.O.S.  territory. 
All  birds  had  to  be  seen  (we  felt  this  would  even  the  odds)  by  the  leader  and  by 
one  other  member  of  the  team.  A  scoring  system  was  used  where  all  warbler  species 
counted  2  points,  non-warblers  as  1  point,  and  any  species  not  sighted  by  any  other 
team  counted  double  (warblers  4  points,  non-warblers  2  points). 

Teams  immediately  started  forming,  with  team  names  almost  a  necessity. 
Discussions  began  -  Where  should  we  bird?  Should  we  bird  more  than  one  place? 
But  we  have  only  3  hours!  (This  was  not  a  problem  for  one  of  our  teams!  )  What 
day  will  the  weather  bring  in  the  most  birds?  The  ten  teams  were  finally  set  and 
May  arrived.  On  May  8th,  the  first  team  ventured  forth  and  May  21st  saw  the  last 
birders  of  the  1st  Annual  Birdathon. 


After  compiling  the  results  handed  in  by  each  team,  there  were  30  species 

which  were  not  seen  by  any  other  team  and  therefore  counted  double.  But  that's 

not  as  impressive  as  the  effort  put  forth  by  the  winners  of  this  Birdathon.  The 
team  was  named  the  "Road  Runners",  a  name  which  they  lived  up  to  because  they  were 
the  fastest  team  by  far.  They  arrived  at  Tifft  Farm  at  about  6:30  a.m.  but  the 
fog  forced  them  to  Glen  Park  in  Williamsville  by  7:00  a.m.,  but  being  slow  there, 
they  drove,  no  flew,  to  Iroquois  NWR  before  8:00  a.m.!  I  understand  that  their 

feet  were  running  before  their  car  tires  had  stopped.  Guess  we  have  to  go  into 

training  to  beat  this  team!  Congratulations  to  Dick  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Mike 
Galas  and  Jerry  Rising.  They  were  each  presented  with  an  engraved  key  ring  from 
Cornell's  Lab  of  Ornithology's  gift  shop  and  the  leader,  Dick,  was  given  the  "Rubber 
Duckie  Award".  This  will  be  a  rotating  trophy  which  will  be  presented  to  future 
winning  Birdathon  teams.  Yes,  our  first  Birdathon  was  such  a  success  that  we  will 
plan  it  again  for  next  year.  Information  on  the  Birdathon  will,  hopefully,  be 
available  sooner  so  that  more  teams  can  participate. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  who  participated  this  year  and  who  kept  it  a  "friend¬ 
ly  contest".  The  following  is  a  list  of  how  each  team  placed: 


1st  Place 


Road  Runners 
Place:  Glen 

Points:  90 

Double-point 


-  Dick  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Mike  Galas,  Jerry  Rising 
Park  and  Iroquois  NWR 

Species:  75  (10  warblers) 

Birds:  Great  Egret,  Ruddy  Duck,  Bald  Eagle,  Black-bellied 

Plover,  Black  Tern,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Blue¬ 
winged  Warbler 
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2nd  Place  -  Southtown  Sharpies  -  Walker ,  Rew,  Andrle,  Byron,  Gregory 
Place:  Tifft  Farm 

Points:  86  Species:  72  (11  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Tundra  Swan,  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Yellow- 

Bellied  Flycatcher 

3rd  Place  -  Yellow-Bellied  Saps  -  Alec  Humann,  H.M.  Bateman,  Jim  Horn 
Place:  Tifft  Farm 

Points:  80  Species:  63  (11  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Common  Tern,  Nashville  Warbler,  Yellow-Throated 
Warbler 


4th  Place  -  Dave  and  Marty  Junkin ,  Linda  Holmes 
Place:  Section  15  (Java) 

Points:  78  Species  61  (7  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Hooded  Merganser,  Red-Tailed  Hawk,  Solitary  Sand¬ 
piper,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark,  Ovenbird, 
Junco  (of  course),  Purple  Finch,  Evening  Grosbeak 


5th  Place  -  American  Upstarts  -  Willie  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Bill  Watson,  Don 

Roberson,  Ellen  Schopp 

Place:  Tifft  Farm 

Points:  75  Species  60  (14  warblers  -  tied  for  the  most) 

Double-point  Birds:  Green-winged  Teal 

6th  Place  -  Leisurely  Ladies  Listers  League  -  Fran  Rew,  Marian  Dornhaffer,  Audrey 

Horbett 

Place:  Tifft  Farm 

Points:  74  Species:  64  (9  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Mute  Swan 

7th  Place  -  Jane  Heyer,  Margaret  Stewart,  Alice  McKale,  Marcia  O' Bara 
Place:  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Points:  67  Species  52  (14  warblers  -  tied  for  the  most) 

Double-point  Birds:  Cedar  Waxwing 


and  -  Sharon  Sisti  ,  Kathy  Hentz 

Place:  Tifft  Farm 

Points:  67  Species:  53  (12  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  American  Bittern,  Hermit  Thrush 


8th  Place  -  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber ,  Sally  Castren,  Joyce  Carey,  Bernice  Poss 
Place:  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Point  Gratiot,  Canadaway 

Points:  56  Species:  45  (10  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 


9th  Place  -  Robert  and  Eileen  Hull ,  Gloria  and  Stanley  Sacha 

Place:  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Wendt  Beach  area 

Points:  35  Species:  31  (2  warblers) 

Double-point  Birds:  Great  Black-Backed  Gull,  American  Tree  Sparrow 


******** 
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BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  4:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 

territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 


December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper.  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC ,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p. m. 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

********  * 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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July  was  sunny  and  hot,  the  fifth  warmest  month  in  the  annals  of  weather 
recording  at  Buffalo.  On  seven  consecutive  days  between  July  4th  and  July  10th, 
heat  records  were  set  or  tied  with  the  97° (F)  temperature  reading  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport  on  the  6th,  the  highest  ever  recorded  for  this  month;  unoffi¬ 
cial  thermometer  readings  of  100° (F)  were  reported  from  inland  areas  away  from 
the  moderating  influence  of  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  Precipitation  at  Buffalo 
for  the  month  had  totaled  only  .39  inches  until  a  heavy  downpour  on  July  17th, 
up  to  three  inches  in  some  areas  north  of  Buffalo,  brought  an  end  to  four  weeks 
of  drought  that  threatened  crop  production  in  Western  New  York  and  the  Niagara 
Peninsula.  The  sporadic  heavy  rains  which  followed,  raised  the  precipitation  level 
for  July  to  6.35  inches,  3.39  inches  above  the  norm.  However,  above  average  temper¬ 
atures  and  humidity  continued  to  plague  us  until  month's  end.  The  average  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  month  was  74.8° (F),  4.1°  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as  record¬ 
ed  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 


In  spite  of  the  heat  and  humidity,  there  was  no  dearth  of  field  activity 
among  area  birdwatchers  in  July.  Once  again  this  month,  attention  focused  on  the 
wetlands  of  the  state  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  northeast  of  Buffalo  where 
Don  Endres  reported  an  adult  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  on  June  26th.  Endres  saw 
the  bird  again  and  a  second  adult  heron  of  this  species  on  July  2nd,  in  a  marsh 
area  in  the  southwest  section  of  the  Management  Area  in  Niagara  County.  One  or 
both  herons  were  subsequently  seen  by  several  observers.  Willie  D'Anna  and  Betsy 
Potter  were  favored  with  looks  at  both  night  herons  on  July  12th  and  July  24th. 
The  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  also  the  scene  of  an  observation  of 
a  King  Rail,  a  rare  local  summer  resident  in  our  study  area.  The  rail  was  seen 
by  Gerald  Rising  and  Mandy  Galas  on  July  19th  in  a  water  impoundment  off  of  the 

Ditch  Road  in  the  management  area  in  Niagara  County  after  it  responded  to  a  taped 

call  of  the  species.  It  had  previously  responded  vocally  to  a  similar  taped  call 
played  by  Dick  Collins.  On  July  11th,  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.  and  Bob  Sundell  of  the  Lake 
Erie  Bird  Club  of  Chautauqua  County  discovered  an  adult  American  Avocet  among  the 

passage  shorebirds  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  where  it  was  seen  by  a  number  of  local  bird- 
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watchers  and  B.O.S.  members  Michael  Galas  and  Bill  Watson  before  taking  its  leave 
on  the  following  day. 

In  spite  of  the  lowest  water  level  in  20  years  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore¬ 
line,  with  a  greatly  increased  expanse  of  beach  and  decaying  algae,  there  were 
no  reports  of  large  concentrations  of  shorebirds  or  of  any  unusual  species  with 
the  notable  exception  of  an  adult  Piping  Plover,  observed  by  Alec  Humann  and  Wavel 
and  Maxine  Barber  at  Waverly  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  July  23rd. 

In  the  course  of  her  field  studies  of  nesting  passerine  species  in 
the  Town  of  Ward  in  Allegany  County,  on  July  2nd,  Elizabeth  Brooks  reported  an 
incidental  observation  of  a  Common  Raven,  a  species  recently  elevated  to  the  status 
of  an  uncommon  local  resident  in  that  county.  She  also  discovered  a  new  breeding 
population  of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  in  a  spruce  plantation  in  the  Town  of  West 
Almond  on  that  date. 

Other  reports  of  interest  in  July  include  Don  Endres  reports  of  up 
to  16  Great  Egrets  present  all  month  in  the  wetlands  of  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife 

Management  Area  and  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  and  Orleans 
counties.  There  is  still  no  evidence  that  the  annual  presence  of  these  birds  each 
summer  implies  an  incipient  breeding  population.  Bob  Andrle's  field  studies  at 
Times  Beach  on  the  Buffalo  Waterfront,  however,  have  confirmed  the  presence  of 
the  American  Wigeon  as  a  breeding  species  at  that  sanctuary.  He  observed  one  female 
wigeon  with  11  downy  young  on  several  occasions  in  July.  A  summering  Ring-necked 
Duck  was  seen  at  Times  Beach  by  Dean  DiTommaso  on  July  12th.  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.  and 

Terry  Mosher  documemnted  a  location  on  Webster  Road  in  the  Town  of  Pomfret  in  Chau¬ 

tauqua  County  where  a  singing  male  White-eyed  Vireo  was  heard  and  briefly  glimpsed 
on  July  9th.  Gula  also  heard  a  second  singing  male  of  this  species  on  Sage  Road 
in  the  Town  of  Pomfret  on  that  date.  On  July  23rd,  he  saw  the  adult  vireo  feeding 
a  fledged  young  bird  at  the  Webster  Road  site.  All  of  these  observations  were 
made  in  heavy  roadside  shrubbery,  characteristic  habitat  for  this  vireo.  The  mini¬ 
irruption  of  Dickcissels  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  this  summer  continued  to  gain 

our  attention  in  July.  On  June  29th,  excitement  was  engendered  in  Allegany  County 
by  Elizabeth  Brooks'  discovery  of  a  nesting  pair  of  Dickcissels  in  a  small  Aus¬ 
trian  Pine  in  a  conifer  plantation  on  Jones  Road  in  the  Town  of  Andover  on  that 
date.  Unfortunately,  when  she  returned  to  the  site  on  July  6th,  Brooks  found  the 
nest,  which  had  contained  five  eggs,  empty;  its  occupants  apparently  the  victims 
of  predation.  The  B.O.S.  Field  Trip  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  July 
24th  was  considerably  enlivened  by  the  observation  of  two  Dickcissels  at  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park  in  the  Town  of  Dunnville.  Finally,  Bruce  Johnson  reported  three 
Orchard  Orioles,  one  male  and  two  female  birds  in  a  woods  adjacent  to  Waverly  Beach 
in  the  town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  on  July  24th. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave . ,  Kenmore ,  NY  14217 


******** 
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Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1  984  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  that 
to  the  "Date 
(  B  .  0  .  S  . 

files  of  the 


* 

F 

L 


(  f  ) 


Indicates 

Indicates 

Indicates 

Indicates 


first  record  for  the  year, 
first  record  for  the  migration, 
last  record  for  the  migration, 
record  from  feeding  station. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Great  Egret 

2-30 

1-16 

To na wan da  WMA 

Endres 

30-31 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

( maximum 

counts  for 

month  from  Oak  Orchard 

area  ) 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

27 

14 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andr le 

Yellow-cr.  Night  Heron 

2 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

3 

1 

Tona wanda  WMA 

Endres 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson  et  al 

12,24 

2,2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna , Potter 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

5,7,31 

1,1,1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

5 

3 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

7,13,27 

1,11  yn  g . 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andr le 

13 

12 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

27 

1,4  yng . 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andr le 

Redhead 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Johnson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

12 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

DiTommaso  ' 

Red-br.  Merganser 

24 

7 

North  Shore, L.  Erie 

D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

Common  Merganser 

15 

26 

Allegheny  Reserv. 

Watson 

Osprey 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

8,21 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

(adult  birds ) 

Watson 

17 

1( adult ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

21 

1 ( imm. 

)  Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Northern  Goshawk 

2 

2 

Franklinville 
(previously  documented 

D'Anna  et  al 
breeding  site ) 

*King  Rail 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

♦American  Avocet 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

J.  Gula  Jr., Sundell, 

Watson  et  al 

♦Piping  Plover 

23 

1 

Fort  Erie,Ont. 

Humann , Barbers  et  al 

Semi-palm.  Plover 

1  IF 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

8F 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

12 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna , Potter 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

24  F 

4 

Rock  Pt .  Prov.  Pk. 

D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

30 

2 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Galas  et  al 

Sanderling 

21F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

J.Gula  Jr., Moshers 

24 

5 

North  Shore,  L.  Erie 

D'Anna  et  al  (BOS) 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

11F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

J.Gula  Jr. 

16 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Least  Sandpiper 

3 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

5 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

12 

40 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

16F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

17 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

16F ,  24 

1,6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Johnson 

17,21 

1,1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

21 

7 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

DiTommaso 

21 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

8,21 

3 , 54 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

9 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas , Yoerg 

Caspian  Tern 

13F , 2  7 

1,2 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andr le 

24 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Short-eared  Owl 

4 

4 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

Whip-poor-will 

2 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

J . Gula  Jr . 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

12 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Johnson 

(previously  documented 

breeding  site ) 

Common  Raven 

2 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

4 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

5 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

Sedge  Wren 

3 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

30 

2 

Port  Colborne , Ont . 

Galas  et  al 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  2 

,3,4,9 

4 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

(previously  documented 

breeding  site ) 

2 

,3,4,9 

3 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

(previously  documented 

breeding  site  ) 

2 

,3,4,9 

6 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

(previously  documented 

breeding  site ) 

Northern  Mockingbird 

6 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

White-eyed  Vireo 

9 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

J . Gula  Jr. 

Prairie  Warbler 

6-22 

7 

Ward  Twp. 

Pit zr ick 

(previously  documented 

breeding  s ite ) 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Johnson 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

Dickcissel 

6 

2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

(nest  abandoned  &  collected) 

24 

2 

Rock  Point  Prov.  Pk . 

D'Anna  et  al 

Clay-col.  Sparrow 

1,16 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orchard  Oriole 

24 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Johnson 

Pine  Siskin 

1-16 

13-2 

Amity  Twp .  ( f ) 

Pit zr ick 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids 

previously 

recorded . 

. 259 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue . 

.  4 

Total  for  year . 

******** 
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BIRDING  ABOVE  4000  FEET  ALONG  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  APPALACHIAN  TRAIL 

by  Gerald  R.  Rising 

“There  were  Ovenbirds  all  over  the  place.”  All  of  us  have  made  comments  like  that  in  reporting 
the  abundance  of  one  species  or  another,  only  to  think  afterwards,  “Were  there  really  more  Ovenbirds 
than  other  species?  ”  After  two  days  of  hiking  along  the  Appalachian  Trail  in  the  Nantahala  Forest  of 
North  Carolina  in  early  June  1988,1  found  myself  making  just  such  statements  about  the  abundance  of 
Black-throated  Blue  and  Canada  Warblers  at  higher  elevations.  With  five  days  of  hiking  above  4000 
feet  left,  I  decided  to  check  my  statements  by  recording  numbers  of  species  heard  and  —  much  less 
often  —  seen.  I  found  some  of  the  results  interesting  and  in  some  cases  both  revealing  and 
unexpected.  I  commend  this  informal  cross  country  census  process  to  you  despite  its  obvious 
shortcomings. 

First  a  few  words  about  the  hike.  Earl  Colbom  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  I  hiked  just  over  80 
miles  in  eight  days,  from  Deep  Gap  just  north  of  the  Georgia  line  to  the  south  edge  of  the  Great 
Smokies  at  the  Fontana  Dam  of  the  Little  Tennessee  River.  About  three-fourths  of  this  was  above 
4000  feet,  the  highest  point  Wayah  Bald,  just  over  a  mile  high.  The  Appalachian  Trail  here  is  in 
superb  condition:  I  did  not  see  a  single  piece  of  refuse  on  the  entire  hike  and  every  shelter  was  clean 
and  supplied  with  firewood  by  previous  campers!  Unlike  the  Adirondacks,  the  Appalachians  in  this 
area  do  not  usually  have  open  rocky  pinnacles:  outlooks  are  few  and  far  between.  Despite  this  more  of 
the  peaks  are  called  balds  than  mountains.  (My  assumption  is  that  the  name  bald  comes  from  the  open 
alpine  meadows  of  one  to  three  or  four  acres  often  found  near  the  highest  elevation.  Whether  or  not 
these  were  originally  man  made  farming  or  grazing  plots,  I  have  no  idea.) 

The  trail  is  through  hardwood  forest  with  conifers  making  up  less  than  one  per  cent  of  the 
overstory.  (Thus  the  almost  complete  absence  of  Blackburnian  Warblers.)  On  the  other  hand 
rhododendrons  and  azaleas  are  common  shrubs,  the  former  in  many  cases  growing  to  eight  or  ten  feet 
in  dense  thickets.  On  this  hike  the  beautiful  flame  azaleas  were  in  full  bloom,  but  few  mountain  laurels 
remained  in  display  and  fewer  still  of  the  rhododendrons  were  yet  in  flower!  This  last  came  as  a 
surprise:  altitude  does  make  a  difference.  The  hardwoods  are  mostly  oak  but  many  others  occur;  the 
general  flavor,  however,  is  mature  (over  50  year)  forest  for  mile  after  mile. 

Here  are  my  counts  with  comments  following: 

June  5  June  6  June  7*  June  8  June  9  Totals 


miles  hiking  above  4000  feet 

Turkey  Vulture 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Chimney  Swift 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

Downy  Woodpecker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Pileated  Woodpecker 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

Blue  Jay 
American  Crow 
Tufted  Titmouse 


3 _ 10 _ 5(3) 

1 

(1) 

1 

4 

1  2  2 

1  2  1(2) 

1  1 

1  (1) 

(1) 

1  1 

1  KD 

1 

1  1(D 


5  5 _ 28 


1 

2  2 

1 

4 

3  8 

1  1 

4 

2 

1 

2  2  4 

2  4 

2  1  5 

1  2 

7  1  10 
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White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

1 

1 

Winter  Wren 

3 

4 

Veery 

2 

5 

5(1) 

7 

19 

Wood  Thrush 

1 

1 

Solitaiy  Vireo 

3 

4 

(1) 

7 

8 

22 

Y  ellow-throated  Vireo 

1 

* 

1 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

5 

4 

3(3) 

10 

4 

26 

Northern  Parula 

1 

1 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

2 

8 

2(2) 

1 

13 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

3 

24 

8(2) 

9 

8 

52 

BlackbumianWarbler 

1 

1 

2 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Black-and- White  Warbler 

1 

6(3) 

14 

9 

30 

American  Redstart 

1 

1 

Ovenbird 

5 

15 

9(6) 

19 

25 

73 

Canada  Warbler 

1 

2 

6(3) 

4 

5 

18 

Scarlet  Tanager 

3 

8 

2(5) 

9 

6 

28 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1 

3 

(1) 

6 

3 

13 

Indigo  Bunting 

1 

(1) 

2 

3 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

2 

1(2) 

12 

1 

16 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

4 

14 

2(2) 

8 

3 

31 

*  Numbers  in  parentheses  represent  birds  seen  on  June  7  between  3000  and  4000  feet  altitude  as  a  check. 
Also  seen  at  this  elevation  on  this  day  were  2  Flickers,  1  Carolina  Chickadee,  and  1  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler.  The  picture  changed  in  striking  ways  below  3000  feet. 

Comments: 

( 1 )  The  common  warblers  of  this  country  were  clearly  Ovenbird  and  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

with  Black-and- White  and  Canada  Warblers  also  widely  distributed. 

(2)  The  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  distribution  was  interesting.  Like  Juncos  they  populated  the  highest 

peaks!  But  in  their  case,  I  assume  that  it  was  for  a  different  reason:  at  the  peaks  there  were 
usually  open  areas — the  balds  —  and  these  warblers  are  birds  of  the  North  Carolina  margins  at 
both  high  and  low  altitudes. 

(3)  I  can  offer  no  explanation  for  the  small  numbers  of  woodpeckers,  crows,  and  jays.  Hawks  were 

hard  to  see  because  of  the  overstory. 

(4)  Notice  the  complete  absence  of  chickadees.  The  Carolina  Chickadee  is  the  bird  of  the  lowlands 

and  the  Black-capped  Chickadees  had  completely  passed  through  this  area.  Its  niche  was  partly 
filled  here  by  the  Tufted  Titmouse. 

(5)  The  thrush  of  this  region  was  clearly  the  Veery ,  but  the  Solitary  and  Red-eyed  Vireos  were 

remarkably  similar  in  numbers.  Although  their  numbers  differed,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  and 
Scarlet  Tanagers  were  uniformly  scattered  along  the  trail,  each  singing  male  with  a  large  range. 

(6)  Note  in  particular  the  complete  absence  of  those  common  species  of  our  region  that  have 

penetrated  even  our  deepest  woodlands:  Robin,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Cardinal,  Starling,  Song 
Sparrow,  House  Sparrow,  and  now  House  Finch. 
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BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  4 : 


Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 

territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 

December  26:  Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 

457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper,  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22 
inclusive  is  acceptable. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p . m. 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

******** 


EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Nofity  the  treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 

WEATHER:  August  1988  hinted  at  the  "greenhouse  effect"  for  Western  New  York. 

Temperatures  for  the  first  17  days  of  the  month  were  more  than  6  degrees  warmer 
than  average,  high  humidity  increased  the  effect  of  the  high  temperatures  to  the 
ninth  warmest  August  in  118  years  of  record  keeping.  The  first  cooling  front  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  18th  and  touched  off  the  start  of  fall  migration  with  warblers  and 
shorebirds  entering  the  area.  The  month's  24.94  inches  of  rain  was  .17  inches 
above  normal,  but  it  fell  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  month.  The  cool  temp¬ 
eratures  at  the  end  of  the  month  lowered  the  average  high  temperature  to  81.8°  (F) 
which  was  3.6°  higher  than  the  norm  of  78.2°  (F).  The  average  low  temperature  was 
63°  (F)  which  was  3.4°  higher  than  the  norm  of  59.6°  (F).  Even  with  rain  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  weather  produced  sunshine  during  71%  of  the  daylight  hours. 
The  most  noticeable  effect  of  the  hot  weather  was  the  heavy  concentration  of  field 
reports  at  the  end  of  the  month! 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Don  Endres  observed  that  the  cool  weather  at  the  end  of  August 

dispersed  the  concentration  of  Great  Egrets  at  Iroquois.  The  shorebird  migration 
highlights  included  Willet,  Baird's  Sandpiper  and  Red-necked  Phalarope.  Joe  Gula, 
Jr.  increased  the  gull  observations  by  locating  a  Laughing  Gull  at  Canadaway  Creek 
on  the  13th.  Bob  Andrle  observed  a  Sedge  Wren  at  Port  Colborne  on  the  7th.  Bill 
Watson's  drinking  buddy  (Olive-sided  Flycatcher)  offered  "Quick,  3  beers"  at  Tifft 
Farm  Nature  Preserve  on  the  24th.  The  Klabunde's  and  Bill  Watson  spearheaded  our 
observations  of  the  Vireo  and  Warbler  migration.  Highlights  included  the  Yellow- 
throated  Vireo,  Northern  Waterthrush,  Mourning  Warbler,  among  nineteen  species 
of  Warblers  (not  counting  Yellow  and  Common  Yellowthroat )  observed  throughout  the 
month.  The  North  Shore  of  Lake  Ontario  field  trip  on  the  7th  also  produced  a  Dick- 
cissel  at  Rock  Point. 

I 

ALFRED  NESTING  REPORT:  Elizabeth  Brooks  provided  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
with  a  summary  of  the  1988  nesting  season.  The  highlights  include  the  first  Alle¬ 
gany  County  Dickcissel  nest,  3  Red-shouldered  Hawk  nests  of  which  2  successfully 
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fledged  three  young,  2  Black-billed  Cuckoo  nests  and  11  Bluebird  nests.  She  re¬ 
ported  that  two  successful  pairs  of  Killdeer  laid  their  eggs  on  the  gravel  rooftop 
of  buildings  on  the  Alfred  Tech  Campus.  The  Bluebirds  were  successful  in  fledging 
10  young.  A  female  Purple  Finch  was  accompanied  by  a  male  House  Finch  while  feeding 
its  young.  She  also  reported  that  only  three  nests  were  parasitized  by  Cowbirds. 

AMITY  LAKE  REPORT:  Vivian  Pitzrick,  in  addition  to  her  usual  detailed  report  of 

monthly  observations,  submitted  a  Nesting  Season  Summary  and  an  Amity  Lake  Bluebird 
Trail  report.  She  located  her  first  Blue-winged  Warbler  nest  with  2  eggs  in  it 
on  July  1st.  She  located  a  Willow  Flycatcher  nest,  which  may  be  a  first  for  Alle¬ 
gany  County.  She  also  reported  successful  Prairie  Warbler  nestings  and  that  Thrushes, 
Vireos  and  Ovenbirds  were  down  in  number.  Pitzrick  observed  a  very  poor  berry 
crop  and  also  a  low  number  of  Goldfinch  and  Cedar  Waxwing  nestings. 


The  Bluebird  Report  covered  many  factors.  She  observed  73  nestings  of  which  48 
or  about  66%  were  successful.  The  birds  laid  279  eggs,  of  which  213  hatched  and 
184  birds  fledged.  Fourteen  pairs  produced  one  brood,  while  17  pairs  produced 
two  broods.  Unsuccessful  nesting  causes  included  House  Wrens,  House  Sparrows, 
and  Tree  Swallows  evicting  the  Bluebirds  from  10  nest  boxes;  raccoon  and  possible 
snake  predation  of  7  boxes  and  the  weather  and  desertion  for  8  boxes.  She  reported 
that  human  activity  was  NOT  a  factor  in  the  loss  of  any  nestings. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Robert  Andrle,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Willie  D'Anna, 

Betsy  Potter,  Don  Endres ,  Michael  Galas,  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.  and  Sr.,  Terry  Mosher,  Paul 
Hess,  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde ,  Bobby  McDonald,  Terry  Mosher,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
Don  Roberson,  Bob  Sundell,  Bill  Watson,  and  Gertrude  Webster  for  your  field  reports. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

******** 

AUGUST  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 
1  9  84  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


indicate  tha  t 
to  the  "Date 
(  B  .  O  .  S  . 
files  of  the 


* 

F 

L 

(  f  ) 

PDBA 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 
Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area 


Name  of  Bird 


August 


Number 


Location 


Observer 


D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

McDonald 

14F-21 

1 

Bourne's  Beach 

Sundell 

23 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

23,24 

3,6 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

Great  Egret 

6-13,26 

7-10,1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

W&H  Klabunde 

Mute  Swan 

21 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson ( BOS ) 
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Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Green-winged  Teal 

10F 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

22 

1 

Bemus  Creek 

Sundell 

Northern  Shoveler 

7 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

Galas 

American  Wigeon 

21 

13 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Watson 

29F 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

Redhead 

1-31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

Osprey 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle 

21,24 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  et  al 

30 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1  ad. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

10 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

14 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

McDonald 

Northern  Harrier 

6  reports 

from 

Allegany  &  Niagara  Co.'s  &  Iroquois  NWR . 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

15 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr.,  Murray 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

W&H  Klabunde 

Cooper's  Hawk 

4 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

McDonald 

30 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

21F 

1 

over  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Black-bell.  Plover 

23F-31 

1 

-13 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

29 

1 

Fredonia 

Moshers 

29 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

*Willet 

15F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Galases 

*Red  Knot 

2  IF 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

2  IF 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

♦Baird's  Sandpiper 

8F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  WMa 

Watson 

24,27 

2 

Bemus  Creek 

Sundell 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D' Anna , Potter 

21 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

2 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

McDonald 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

14 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

McDonald 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

2  OF 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

♦Red-neck.  Phalarope 

26F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Yoerg 

♦Laughing  Gull 

15 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Gula  Jr. 

Caspian  Tern 

10  reports 

from 

Erie  & 

Chautauqua  Lakes,  Aug. 

10-31. 

♦Forster's  Tern 

12F 

2 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Gula  Jr. 

28 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell, Gula  Jr. 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Black  Tern 

2 

61 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

McDonald 

6 

150 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

31 

300 

Niagara  River 

Galas 

6  other  reports 

from 

WNY ,  Aug.  3-31. 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

2,8 

2,3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle 

21 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

24F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Tufted  Titmouse 

15,28,30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

5  reports 

from 

south 

of  Buffalo,  Aug.  1-27. 

Sedge  Wren 

7 

3 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

PDBA 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

16 

PDBA 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

23F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

-31 

1-18 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

2 

-29 

2-3 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

5 

5 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Swainson's  Thrush 

21F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

N.  Mockingbird 

2 

-24 

N> 

1 

00 

Niagara  County 

W&H  Klabunde 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

2, 

8,9 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

31 

1 

Cana da way  Cr.  NS 

Gula  Jr. 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Tennessee  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

24 

1 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

Nashville  Warbler 

18F 

1 

Tuscarora  Ind.  Res. 

W&H  Klabunde 

24 

2 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

Northern  Parula 

27F 

2 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

2  IF 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

2  IF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  ( BOS ) 

24 

4 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

Magnolia  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

19F 

1 

Lewiston 

W&H  Klabunde 

24 

1 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2  IF 

1 

Windmill  Point, Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

23 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

2  IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Yellow-rump  Warbler 

16 

3 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

21 

1 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

PDBA 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

19F 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

N.  Waterthrush 

8F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  T wp . 

Hess 

Mourning  Warbler 

2  IF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Wilson's  Warbler 

2  4  F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

29 

-31 

1-3 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Canada  Warbler 

24  F 

2 

Youngstown 

W&H  Klabunde 

29 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Dickcissel 

7 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Vesper  Sparrow 

30 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

3 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 263 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  (.Includes.  Sander  ling  .from -July). .  7 

Total  for  year . 270 


******** 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

A  Big  January 


The  list  that  follows  are  the  species  which  I  observed  in  the  BOS  study 
area  during  the  month  of  January,  1988.  The  number  after  each  species  is  the  date 
on  which  I  first  recorded  it. 

My  criteria  for  counting  a  species  were  as  follows: 

1)  the  species  had  to  be  positively  identified  by  myself  by  either 
sight  or  sound. 

2)  verification  reports  required  according  to  the  BOS  Verification 
Date  Guide,  1984,  had  to  be  acceptable  to  the  BOS  statisticians. 

Some  interesting  facts: 

1)  I  limited  my  birding  almost  exclusively  to  weekends  and  holidays 
and  took  less  than  three  hours  off  of  work  for  birding.  This  gave  me  twelve  full 
days  to  look  for  birds. 

2)  I  wrote  nine  verification  reports  for  the  month,  seven  of  which 
were  required  for  the  list  (a  Dunlin  on  the  29th  and  a  Pine  Warbler  on  the  24th 
had  been  seen  earlier).  Two  of  these,  a  Trumpeter  Swan  and  a  Ross'  Goose,  have 
not  as  yet  been  accepted  and,  at  best,  will  probably  only  be  accepted  on  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  list.  They  are  not  included  in  my  total. 

3)  My  species  total  was  96.  My  goal  had  been  100. 

I  think  that  96  species,  though  short  of  my  goal,  illustrates  the  rich 
diversity  of  bird  life  in  our  area,  in  the  supposed  "dead"  of  winter. 

I  had  plenty  of  help  in  my  endeavor,  in  particular.  Bill  Watson,  who 
provided  companionship  and  an  extra  pair  of  eyes  on  nearly  every  day  afield.  Betsy 
Potter,  who  prefers  birding  in  a  less  competitive  manner,  still  accompanied  me 
on  a  couple  of  occasions  and,  at  home,  encouraged  me  despite  her  belief  that  there 
were  better  things  to  do. 

The  following  people  helped  me  either  with  information  or  encouragement. 
They  are  the  reason  that  I  came  as  close  to  my  goal  as  I  did.  My  sincerest  thanks 
to:  Kayo  Roy,  Joe  Gula  Jr.  &  Sr.,  Terry  Mosher,  Bob  Sundell,  Bill  Burch,  Bruce 
Johnson,  Don  Endres ,  Terry  Mahoney,  Gerry  Rising,  Harold  Axtell,  Drew  Campbell, 
Gordon  Bellerby,  and  Peter  Yoerg. 


Willie  D'Anna 

2257  Cayuga  Drive  Ext. 

Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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Tifft  Farm  Field  Trip 


August  21  was  a  cool,  clear  day,  as  were  the  three  days  preceding  the 
BOS  trip.  North  winds  had  brought  the  first  wave  of  migratory  warblers. 


Along  the  service  road  we  saw  the  three  common  species  of  heron.  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  and  Spotted  Sandpiper.  On  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk,  Common  Snipe, 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Semi-palmated  Plover,  Sora  (thanks  to  Fran  Rew)  several 
Virginia  Rails  (courtesy  of  Gerry  Rising)  and  six  Chimney  Swifts  were  observed.  On 
Old  Tifft  Street  some  of  us  saw  Nashville  Warbler,  Mourning  Warbler,  Red-eyed  Vireo 
and  an  almost  early  Philadelphia  Vireo.  While  observing  Least  and  Semi-palmated 
Sandpipers  at  Lisa  Pond,  Marian  Dornhaffer  reported  Blue  Jays  (which  are  rare  at 
Tifft)  and  pointed  out  an  Osprey  eating  a  fish  on  top  of  a  telephone  pole!  Most 
of  the  party  also  went  to  Times  Beach  where  we  enjoyed  watching  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Greater  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs ,  "peep"  sandpipers  and  our  old  friend  the  Mute  Swan. 

The  half-day  trip  produced  59  species  of  birds  including  8  species  of 
shore  birds  and  5  species  of  warblers.  Unfortunately,  some  of  the  best  birds  were 
seen  by  only  a  few  people. 

Bill  Watson 


******** 


I 

B.O.S.  COMMITTEES 


The  response  that  I,  and  the  Society,  received  recently  in  my  request 
for  support  for  the  various  committees  was  very  much  appreciated.  This  Society 
is  most  fortunate  to  have  the  participation  and  interest  in  its  activities  by  the 
following  members:  (*  denotes  the  chairman) 


Audit : 

*Wavel  Barber 

Budget : 

*Dick  Christensen 
Sharon  Sisti 
Ellen  Schopp 

Conservation : 

♦Roberta  McDonald 
Dick  Christensen 
Alec  Humann 
Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

Field  Trips: 

♦Bill  Burch 
Bruce  Chilton 
Ed  Crohn 
Willie  D'Anna 

Membership: 

♦Maxine  Barber 
Wavel  Barber 
Bob  Brock 
Karen  Renning 


Program: 

♦Joe  DiDomenico 
David  Cooper 


Refuge : 

♦Betsy  Potter  &  Mike  Galas 
Kathleen  Hentz 
Walter  Klabunde 
Ronald  Lange 
Don  Roberson 
Ellen  Schopp 

Research : 

♦Fran  Rew 
Bob  Brock 
Willie  D'Anna 
Joe  DiDomenico 
Mike  Galas 
Kathleen  Hentz 
John  Henderson 
Art  Schaffner 
Bill  Watson 
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BOS  Committees,  cont. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  chairmen  who  have  agreed  to  lead  a  committee  and 
those  who  will  share  their  ideas  and  energies  to  make  this  an  active  organization. 
Anyone  interested  in  contributing  to  any  of  these  committees  can  still  do  so  by 
contacting  the  chairman  or  myself. 


******** 


Ellen  M.  Schopp, 
President 


As  naturalists  and  birders  we  are  often  asked  to  write  letters  either  sup¬ 
porting  or  opposing  various  issues.  However,  many  people  seem  to  believe  that 
writing  a  letter  is  time  consuming  or  they  don't  know  what  to  say. 

There  are  a  few  guidelines  which  should  simplify  your  letter  writing. 

1.  Make  the  letter  concise.  Try  to  keep  the  letter  to  one  page  in  length 
and  write  only  about  one  subject. 

2.  If  writing  about  a  bill  under  consideration,  refer  to  the  bill  by 
its  name  or  preferably  its  number. 

3.  Describe  your  position  and  why  you  hold  that  position.  There  is 
no  need  to  present  all  of  the  reasons,  only  those  which  will  be  most 
convincing . 

4.  Tell  the  legislator  what  you  wish  them  to  do,  ie.  support  or  oppose 
a  bill. 

5.  Use  your  own  words. 

6.  Write  or  type  your  letter.  Try  not  to  use  preprinted  cards. 

7.  Never  threaten  a  legislator  with  your  vote. 

8.  If  appropriate,  a  note  of  recognition  when  a  legislator  supports 
your  position  is  always  appreciated. 

Writing  letters  should  not  be  drugery  and  rest  assured  that  your  legisla¬ 
tors  do  read  them  and  letters  do  have  an  impact  on  how  they  vote. 


Roberta  McDonald 


******** 


FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

CLEAN  FEEDERS  WILL  REDUCE  "SONGBIRD  FEVER",  CORNELL  EXPERTS  SAY 

ITHACA,  N.Y.  --  An  outbreak  of  "songbird  fever"  in  the  Northeast  last 
spring  has  prompted  Cornell  University  experts  to  warn  people  who  feed  birds  to 
keep  feeders  clean  and  keep  cats  away  from  birds.  The  veterinarians  and  ornitholo¬ 
gists  plan  to  watch  the  fall  migration  of  birds  for  another  outbreak  of  the  disease 
in  cats  that  eat  salmonella-infected  birds. 
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"Songbird  fever;'  cont. 

More  than  200  cases  of  the  disease  were  recorded  in  cats  last  spring 
by  the  Cornell  Feline  Health  Center,  which  surveyed  some  800  veterinarians  in  New 
England,  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  The  infection  apparently  spreads 
at  crowded,  unsanitary  bird  feeders  and  bird  baths,  according  to  bird  and  cat  experts. 

"Last  spring's  outbreak  was  probably  due  to  an  unusual  set  of  circum¬ 
stances:  large  numbers  of  pine  siskins  in  the  U.S.  and  warm  temperatures  in  March 

and  April,"  said  Steven  Sibley,  extension  associate  at  Cornell  Lab.  of  Ornithology. 

Pine  siskins  are  a  small  type  of  finch  that  got  their  name  from  their 
fondness  for  seeds  of  hemlock  and  pine  trees.  A  shortage  of  seeds  in  Canada  last 
winter  drove  more  birds  than  usual  to  the  eastern  U.S.  Here  they  thrived  on  the 
U.S.  woodlands  and  the  hospitality  of  generous  humans,  before  migrating  northward 
in  March  and  April. 

Salmonella  typhimurium,  the  bacterium  found  last  spring  in  dead  birds 
and  sick  cats,  multiplies  inside  animals,  passes  through  in  fecal  matter  and  can 
be  ingested  by  other  animals.  The  disease  mainly  affected  pine  siskins,  but  also 
was  reported  in  black-capped  chickadees,  evening  grosbeaks,  common  redpolls,  Ameri¬ 
can  Goldfinches,  cardinals,  boat-tailed  grackles ,  cowbirds  and  house  sparrows  by 
veterinarians  at  Tufts  University. 

Salmonella  is  not  unheard  of  in  birds,  particularly  mourning  doves. 

But  increasing  numbers  of  bird  deaths  around  feeders  caused  public  concern.  Re¬ 
ports  of  up  to  20  pine  siskins  dying  around  individual  feeders  were  received  from 
the  Boston  area,  and  progress  of  the  disease  could  be  traced  up  the  Northeast's 
river  valleys  as  the  birds  migrated  north,  Sibley  said. 

The  ornithologists  and  veterinarians  believe  the  salmonella  infection 
was  spread  when  birds  ate  seed  and  drank  water  that  was  contaminated  by  the  drop¬ 
pings  of  other  birds.  Cats  that  ate  infected  birds  became  sick  in  two  to  five 
days,  reported  Dr.  Fred  W.  Scott,  director  of  the  Feline  Health  Center  in  Cornell's 
College  of  Veterinary  Medicine. 

"Songbird  fever  can  be  controlled  by  breaking  the  infection  cycle  in 
birds  and  preventing  cats  from  eating  birds  or  frequenting  contaminated  areas  around 
feeders,"  Scott  advised.  "Bird  feeders  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfect¬ 
ed  with  bleach,  and  bird  feeding  should  be  discontinued  for  the  spring  and  summer. 
Cats  should  be  confined  indoors. 

"Its  not  necessary  to  stop  feeding  birds,  especially  during  fall  and 
winter  when  cold  temperatures  help  prevent  the  spread  of  disease,"  said  the  orni¬ 
thologist.  Three  simple  steps  will  greatly  lessen  the  likelihood  of  disease  spread: 

*  Feeders  with  trays  that  allow  birds  to  defecate  in  the  seed  should 
be  replaced  with  cylinder  or  hopper  feeders,  where  birds  stand  on  perches  and  eat 
clean  seed  through  openings. 

*  Seed  should  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate  on  the  ground,  where  it  can 
mix  with  fecal  matter  and  be  eaten. 
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"Songbird  fever",  cont. 

*  Feeders  and  bird  baths  should  be  cleaned  periodically  with  bleach 
and  thoroughly  rinsed.  In  addition,  bird  baths  should  not  be  placed  adjacent  to 
feeders . 


Unusual  deaths  of  birds  should  be  reported  to  state  wildlife  conservation 
authorities,  the  ornithologist  said.  In  New  York,  the  wildlife  poisoning  "hotline" 
number  is  1-800-356-0560. 

The  New  York  State  official  who  studies  such  diseases.  Dept,  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Conservation  wildlife  pathologist  Ward  Stone,  said,  "Salmonella  in  birds 
will  be  a  continuing  threat,  virtually  forever.  But  a  few  hundred  cases  reported 
among  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who  feed  birds  does  not  constitute  an 
epidemic . " 


Stone  agreed  with  the  Cornell  recommendations  on  bird-feeder  sanitation. 
He  warned  that  one  well-meaning  attempt  to  help  feathered  friends  through  icy  win¬ 
ters  —  electrically  heated  birdbaths  —  could  foster  the  spread  of  bacteria. 

Cornell  University  News 


******** 

BOS  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  4 : 


Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront,  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 


December  18: 


Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  For  a 
territory  call  the  compiler.  Bill  Bogacki  674-5781 


December  26: 


Monday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin 
457-3228 


December  31:  Saturday.  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 

Park.  Compiler:  Paul  Lazarus  633-4185,  or  his  helper,  Bill  Burch 
773-3690 


January  8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  then  Niagara  River  on  Canadian  side. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Will  look  for  snowy  owls  at 
WSRC,  LaSalle  Park,  etc.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  773-3690 

January  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs. 

The  target  date  is  January  15  but  any  date  between  Jan.  14-22 
inclusive  is  acceptable.  Compiler:  Wavel  Barber  683-3061 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  about  field  trips,  contact  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690 


******** 


-84- 


Vol .  54,  No.  9  "BOS  Meetings" 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednesdays 
in  November  and  December,  in  the  Society's  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
at  8:00  p. m. 


December  14:  Gordon  Batchelor,  Wildlife  Biologist  for  the  D.E.C.,  will  update  the 

Common  Tern  project;  discuss  the  status  of  the  Black  Tern  and  explain 
other  birds  involved  in  the  Endangered  Species  Program.  Christmas 
party  to  follow. 

January  11:  A  video  presentation  on  the  13  species  of  Hummingbirds  found  in  the 

United  States. 


January  25:  Hermann  Rahn,  UB  Professor  of  Physiology,  will  present  a  program  entitled 

"In  Search  of  Bird  Eggs  in  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Basin". 

******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 


******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 

Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  September  flooded  the  BOS  territory  with  migrants  as  the  cooler 
fronts  pushed  out  the  hot  stationary  weather  of  August.  Observers  reported  five 
new  species  for  the  year  and  recorded  very  high  numbers  of  species  for  shorebirds , 
flycatchers,  warblers  and  passerines  in  general.  Mike  Galas  and  Gary  Rising  observed 
a  Merlin  at  Rock  Point  on  the  19th.  Bob  Sundell  observed  one  in  Westfield  on  the 
24th.  Regina  and  James  van  Scoy  observed  a  Sandhill  Crane  in  Carrollton  Township 
from  the  13th  to  the  20th.  In  1965  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  reported  no  record  of 
a  Sandhill  Crane  in  our  area  since  one  shot  in  Albion  about  1880  and  another  shot 
at  Brockport  on  May  20,  1885  (Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  22  Bulletin 
of  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  1965).  Bull  indicates  two  occurrences  of 
the  bird  at  Montezuma,  one  in  1948  and  the  other  in  .1968,  but  no  other  records 
of  the  bird  in  Western  New  York,  although  he  reported  11  sightings  of  it  in  New 
York  State,  including  the  two  referred  to  by  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (Birds  of  New 
York  State,  Doubleday  Natural  History  Press,  1974).  Andrle  and  Carroll  had  no 
reports  of  it  breeding  in  New  York  State  between  1980  and  1985  (The  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  in  New  York  State,  Cornell  University  Press,  1988).  The  BOS  requires  a  verifi¬ 
cation  report  whenever  a  member  observes  this  species.  Our  records  indicate  that 
spring  and  fall  migration  produces  a  few  stray  birds  every  few  years. 

Among  the  shorebirds  Bob  Andrle,  Don  Endres  and  the  Suggs  reported  Lesser  Golden 
Plover;  Willie  D'Anna  reported  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Willet  and  a  Red-necked  Phalarope. 
Bob  Sundell  observed  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  in  Barcelona  Harbor  on  the  5th.  Willie 
D'Anna  located  a  Sabine's  Gull  in  LaSalle  park  on  the  20th.  Galas  and  Rising  found 
the  last  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Rock  Point  on  the  19th.  Bill  Watson,  Galas 
and  others  observed  the  Loggerhead  Shrike,  a  southern  bird,  at  Wainfleet  Township 
on  the  11th.  Warbler  highlights  indluded  Roberta  McDonald's  last  Blue-winged  of 
the  migration  on  the  17th,  Gerry  Rising's  first  Orange-crowned  of  the  migration 
at  Tifft  on  the  25th,  Vivian  Pitzrick's  last  Paririe  at  Amity  Lake  on  the  15th, 
Betsy  Potter's  and  Willie  D' Anna's  Kentucky  on  the  5th,  and  Terry  Mosher's  last 
Mourning  of  the  migration  at  Pomfret  on  the  23rd. 
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MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bob  Andrle,  Gordon  Bellerby,  Elizabeth  Brooks, 

Sylvia  Clarke,  Willie  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Dave  Cooper,  Bill  Burch,  Stephen  W. 
Eaton,  Don  Endres ,  Mike  Galas,  Gary  Rising,  Joe  Gula ,  Jr.,  Joe  Gula ,  Sr.,  Bobbi 
McDonald,  Terry  Mosher,  Bruce  Chilton,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Audrey  Spencer,  Don  Roberson, 
Olga  Rosche,  David  and  Debbie  Suggs,  Bob  Sundell,  Regina  and  James  van  Scoy,  and 
Bill  Watson  for  your  field  reports. 

GOOD  IDEA:  Don  Roberson  cut  each  column  of  species  from  the  BOS  checklist  and 
pasted  it  to  the  left  side  of  a  sheet  of  paper  along  the  width,  so  each  column 
was  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper.  He  then  divided  the  rest  of  the  paper  into  rows 
following  each  species  and  columns  for  each  day  of  the  month.  He  thus  had  one 
field  report  for  the  whole  month  showing  each  species  seen  and  the  day  seen  without 
the  need  to  flip  through  different  reports  for  the  same  information. 


Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


******** 


SPECIAL  NOTE 


The  location  for  upcoming  BOS  meetings  is  being  changed.  Please  see  the  Meetings 
Section  for  more  details. 


******** 


SEPTEMBER  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  _ 

Indicates  first 

record  for 

the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates  first 

record  for 

the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates  last 

record  for 

the  migration. 

(f)  - 

Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  - 

Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 

Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Common  Loon 

24F 

1 

off  Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Coope 

28 

3 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  5,11 

9,1 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

10 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

11 

7 

Morgan's  Pt . ,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

American  Bittern 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

12 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

Great  Egret 

3-18 

1-6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Mute  Swan 

9 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

17F , 24 

1,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

Northern  Shoveler 

7F-12 

2 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

28 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ga  dwa  1 1 

23F 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Me  Donald 

Redhead 

1-30 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

Ring-neck.  Duck 

11F 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

24 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

9 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D'Anna,  Cooper 

Lesser  Scaup 

18F 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

24 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Cooper 

White-w.  Scoter 

18F 

2 

over  Bird  Is.  Pier 

D' Anna 

25 

45 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Osprey 

21 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

4 ( 2ad. +2 imm. 

)Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

15 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Roberson 

22 

1  imm.  w/  rt 

.  Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

wing  tag 

Northern  Harrier 

5 

reports 

from  throughout  the  region.  Sept. 

2-24  . 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

5 

reports 

from  L.  Erie 

shores.  Amity  Lake  & 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Cooper ' s  Hawk 

11 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick  et  al 

24 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Eaton 

Red-should.  Hawk 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Roberson 

24 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Eaton 

24 

2 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

29 

1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Merlin 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Galas  ,  Ris ing 

24 

1 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

American  Coot 

17 

98 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sandhill  Crane 

13-20 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

van  Scoy  et  al 

*L .  Golden  Plover 

5F 

13 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

5F 

95 

Batavia  &  Oakfield  Twps .  Endres 

5F 

22 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

4 

123 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Galas,  Rising 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

5 

1 

Willing  Twp. 

Brooks 

Willet 

7-30 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  many  obse 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

3 

5 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

D&D  Suggs 

7 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Galas,  Rising 

Red  Knot 

3 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

7 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Galas ,  Rising 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

24 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

20 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Potter  et  al 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

5L 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Red-neck.  Phalarope 

25 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D' Anna , Burch( BOS ) 

♦Parasitic  Jaeger 

5 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

♦Franklin's  Gull 

2  OF 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'  Anna 

28 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Little  Gull 

15F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna 

29 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

20 

2500 

Buffalo 

D' Anna 

♦Sabine's  Gull 

20 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

D' Anna 

Caspian  Tern 

5L 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

5L 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Forster's  Tern 

2,3 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

Black  Tern 

3 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

5 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Endres 
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Name  of  Bird 

September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

2 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas 

3 

1 

Wa infleet  Twp.,Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Galas  et 

10 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Common  Nighthawk 

2 

300  + 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

21 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

Galas,  Rising 

Chimney  Swift 

20 

480 

Buffalo 

D' Anna 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

2  5L 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

10 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

24 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

18F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

23 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

19L 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Galas,  Rising 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

18 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

22 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Willow  Flycatcher 

11L 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Least  Flycatcher 

19L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

8L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

♦Western  Kingbird 

12 

1 

Sherbrooke  Twp.,Ont. 

Galas,  Watson, 

D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Kingbird 

15L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Bank  Swallow 

18L 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Cliff  Swallow 

3L 

2 

Dunnville,  Ont . 

D&D  Suggs 

Barn  Swallow 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Endres 

Tufted  Titmouse 

5 

1 

Willing  Twp. 

Brooks 

27 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

11F , 13 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

16 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Roberson 

Brown  Creeper 

9F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson,  Galas  et 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Carolina  Wren 

11 

2 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

11,25 

1,1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

16 

3 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Gula  Jr. 

23 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

24 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

Winter  Wren 

11F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D' Anna 

19 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

Marsh  Wren 

24 

5 

Machias  Twp. 

Eaton 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

23F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

24 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

2 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Me  Donald 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

15F 

3 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

2L 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-30 

1-13 

Amity  Lake  &  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

17 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Veery 

24L 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Pitzrick 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

11F 

2 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

22 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

24 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Cooper 
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Name  of  Bird  September 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Northern  Mockingbird 

19 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

Brown  Thrasher 

19 

2 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Water  Pipit 

2  OF 

5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Potter  et  al 

25 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas,  Rising 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

11 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,Ont. 

Galas,  Watson  et 

Solitary  Vireo 

11F 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Watson 

16 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

10L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Warbling  Vireo 

2  5L 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3F 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

D&D  Suggs 

6 

other  reports  from  : 

Iroq.  NWR  &  the  lake  plains.  Sept.  11-30. 

Blue-wing.  Warbler 

17L 

2 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Ris ing 

Northern  Parula 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas  ,  Rising 

Yellow  Warbler 

11L 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

8F 

4 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

11 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

16 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Roberson 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

1 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas 

Pine  Warbler 

4  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas,  Rising 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas,  Rising 

Prairie  Warbler 

15L 

PDBA  1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

Palm  Warbler 

11F 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

23 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

McDonald 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Robeson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

10F 

2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

11 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  On t . 

Galas  et  al 

Ovenbir d 

25 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

N.  Waterthrush 

21 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Kentucky  Warbler 

5 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Connecticut  Warbler 

19 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

25 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas,  Rising 

Mourning  Warbler 

23L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Hooded  Warbler 

16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Canada  Warbler 

13L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

3L 

1 

Tona wan da 

Galas 

Indigo  Bunting 

24L 

2 

Cana da way  Cr.  NS 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

Vesper  Sparrow 

12 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzr ick 

Fox  Sparrow 

30F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher,  Chilton 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Galas,  Rising 

13 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas 

19 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

15F 

4 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

16 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Roberson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

3  OF 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

24  F 

3 

Lewiston&Porter  Twps . 

D'Anna,  Cooper 

Rusty  Blackbird 

18F 

5 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

21 

11 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Galas,  Rising 

Northern  Oriole 

13L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

-90- 


Vol.  54,  No.  10  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont 


From  Farther  Afield" 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 270 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  5 

Total  for  year . 275 


******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  predicts  that  the  1988  fall  migration 
of  waterfowl  will  be  at  its  second  all-time  low.  The  drought  conditions  of  this 
past  summer  certainly  played  a  part  in  the  loss  of  wildlife  but  the  problem  is 
also  the  ongoing  decimation  of  the  wetlands  of  North  America. 

A  wetland  may  be  defined  as  "any  area  where  the  water  table  is  at,  near, 
or  above  the  surface  long  enough  to  support  a  particular  community  of  water  loving 
plants".  They  include  saltwater  marshes;  estuaries;  swamps;  bogs  and  fens;  and 
freshwater  marshes.  In  Western  New  York  we  have  primarily  freshwater  marshes  and 
an  occasional  bog. 

Wetlands  are  important  for  many  reasons:  they  serve  as  natural  puri¬ 

fication  systems,  they  are  important  in  flood  control,  they  are  probably  the  most 
productive  ecosystem  in  the  world,  they  are  crucial  to  the  fishing  industry  and 
most  pertinent  to  us,  they  are  the  home  to  a  wide  variety  of  plant  and  animal  life. 
Prairie  potholes  are  critical  habitat  for  the  Whooping  Crane  during  migration  and 
for  over  fifty  per  cent  of  our  waterfowl  which  nest  and  feed  there.  The  Dusky 

Seaside  Sparrow  is  now  extinct  because  of  the  destruction  of  its  marsh  home.  In 

New  York  State  at  least  four  species  which  are  at  present  either  threatened  or 
of  special  concern  rely  on  marshes.  They  are  the  Northern  Harrier,  Least  Bittern, 
Black  Tern,-  and  Black  Rail.  Other  species  which  are  marsh  dependent  and  on  the 
decline  are  the  Pied-billed  Grebe  and  American  Bittern. 

The  destruction  of  our  national  wetlands  began  as  early  as  1644  when 

the  first  marshes  were  filled,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.  In  1849  Congress  gave 
65  million  acres  of  wetlands  to  the  states  for  development.  Filling  and  draining 
accelerated  with  the  coming  of  the  industrial  revolution  as  more  land  was  needed 
for  agriculture,  urban  and  industrial  development,  harbors  and  highways. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  less  than  46  per  cent  of  the  original  215 

million  acres  of  wetlands  still  exist.  One  half  of  our  coastal  wetlands  were  lost 
between  1780  and  1978.  California  has  lost  90%  of  its  wetlands,  Connecticut  has 
lost  45%  of  its  coastal  marshes  and  80%  of  the  Mississippi  bottomlands  are  gone. 
Louisiana  is  loosing  50  square  miles  a  year.  In  the  Northwest,  by  1950,  over  one 
half  of  the  prairie  potholes  were  gone.  One  estimate  is  that  we  are  now  loosing 
between  300,000  and  458,000  acres  of  wetlands  per  year. 

There  are  laws  to  protect  our  wetlands  but  the  effectiveness  of  these 
laws  can  be  deduced  from  the  above  figures.  The  Migratory  Bird  Hunting  Stamp 

Act  which  was  passed  in  1934  and  amended  in  1958  provided  money  for  land  acquisition. 
Between  1981  -  1984,  28,000  acres  per  year  were  purchased.  The  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund  Act  of  1965  authorized  900  million  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
land  (not  exclusively  wetlands).  The  difference  between  authorization  and  appro¬ 
priation,  however,  is  like  putting  a  T-bone  steak  in  front  of  a  starving  man  but 

letting  him  eat  only  one  bite.  The  Coastal  Barriers  Act  of  1982  prohibits  the 
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"Wetlands"  cont. 

federal  government  from  assisting  development  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts. 
The  list  goes  on  but  the  single  most  important  federal  program  for  protection  of 
wetlands  is  Section  404  of  the  Clean  Water  Act.  This  provides  that  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  will  be  responsible  for  issuing  permits  (or  not)  to  any  individual  wishing 
to  dredge  and  fill  any  U.S.  water,  including  wetlands.  In  1984,  5,850  permits 
were  issued,  351  (5.6%)  were  denied.  The  corps  itself  is  responsible  for  channel 
deepening,  navigation,  and  drainage  of  waterways  (could  there  be  a  conflict  of 
interest  here?).  There  are  no  reliable  figures  as  to  the  destruction  caused  by 
corps  projects  but  it  is  known  that  there  have  been  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
lost  to  levees  and  flood  control  projects. 

The  value  of  wetlands  is  indisputable.  That  wetlands  are  being  destroyed 
at  a  rapid  pace  is  undeniable.  How  we  react  as  individuals,  as  communities,  as 
a  state  and  as  a  nation  to  this  growing  dilemma,  that  is  the  question  which  remains 
to  be  answered.  We  as  individuals  and  as  an  organization  must  be  ever  vigilant 
that  the  few  remaining  marshes  in  our  area  are  protected! 


Roberta  McDonald 

******** 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Diane  Christman 
78  Rainbow  Terrace 

Orchard  Park,  N.Y.  14127  Tel.  662-1716 

Susan  Daniels 
200  Geneva  Rd. 

East  Aurora,  N.Y.  14052  Tel.  Home  652-3535,  Bus.  873-9644 

John  Henderson 

131  Woodbridge  Avenue 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14214  Tel.  838-6163 

Ron  Lange 

7898  Boston  State  Rd. 

Hamburg,  N.Y.  14075  Tel.  649-1231 

Address  changes: 

Merle  Malone 

900  Delaware  Ave.  #502 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 

Tom  Connare 
30  Ardmore  PI. 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14213  Tel.  884-3562 

All  of  our  best  wishes  go  with  the  Rev.  Ray  Prybis  on  his  new  assignment  at: 

Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  Church,  1935  Plymouth  Rd.  ,  S.E.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  49506 
Tel.  (616)  241-4477. 
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February  4: 

1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

Saturday,  not  Sunday.  Waterfowl  on  River  or  at  Dunkirk  (depending 

on  conditions).  Meet  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader: 

Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348). 

February  18,19:  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Amherst  Island,  Ontario,  Raptor  Trip.  This 


is  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  265  miles  .from  Buffalo.  Trip 

may  be  canceled  if  owls  are  absent,  or  postponed  if  weather  is 
inclement.  Sign  up  with  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

February  26: 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti, 
or  at  9:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side,  0.6  mi.  up¬ 
river  from  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541) 
and  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

March  12 : 

Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Waterfowl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at 
Leisureland.  Leader:  Fran  Rew  (649-4192).  (To  reach  Leisureland, 

take  Hamburg  exit  57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Road,  Hwy.  75,  and 
go  a  short  distance  westward. 

March  25: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  BOS  trip. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  (SE  corner  of 

Main  &  Transit).  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (833-1044). 

April  1: 

Saturday.  Audubon  Trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Bill  Burch. 

April  9: 

Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count 

April  16: 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  The  Beamer  Conservation 

Area  is  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  QEW,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where 
1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Hwy  62),  or  go  directly  to  Beamer. 

April  23: 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS . 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS 
at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike 

Zebehazy  (655-4777)  &  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

Usually  these 

trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 

information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December  at  8:00  p.m. 

Important :  Location  of  BOS  meetings  is  being  changed.  Due  to  cutbacks  in  funding, 

the  Museum  of  Science  has  been  forced  to  curtail  its  programs  and  hours.  In  addition, 
construction  of  the  Science  Magnet  school  has  eliminated  most  of  the  Museum's 
parking.  The  BOS  has  been  obliged  to  find  a  new  location  for  it's  meetings  (at 
least  through  June).  Details  of  the  new  site  will  be  available  soon.  You  may  check 
on  the  location  by  calling  the  Museum  or  Dial-a-Bird. 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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THE  MONTH 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Waterfowl,  hawk,  gull  and  shorebird  migration  continued  in 
full  force  during  October.  The  Gulas  observed  a  Glossy  Ibis  in  Dunkirk  Harbor 
on  the  2nd.  Many  of  our  members  reported  all  three  Scoters  throughout  the  month. 
Mike  Galas  observed  both  the  white  and  blue  phase  of  the  Snowgoose  at  Iroquois 
on  the  8th.  Many  of  the  diving  ducks  made  their  usual  first  appearances  for  the 
migration.  Alec  Human's  verification  report  detailing  his  observations  of  a  Pere¬ 
grine  Falcon  observed  in  Lafayette  Square  in  downtown  Buffalo  described  an  encount¬ 
er  between  the  Peregrine  and  a  Kestrel.  He  distinguished  the  Peregrine  from  a 
Prairie  Falcon  as  follows:  "The  Prairie  falcon  is  a  western  species,  nevertheless, 
a  Prairie  falcon  has  very  narrow  malar  stripes  and  a  noticeable  dark  area  on  the 
underwing,  unlike  the  totally,  non-contrasting  dark  underwing  of  a  Peregrine." 
In  the  shorebird  department.  Bill  Watson  observed  the  first  Dunlin  at  Allegany 
Reservoir  on  the  4th  and  Joe  Gula,  Sr.  observed  a  Red  Phalarope  in  Dunkirk  Harbor 
on  the  13th.  BOS  members  turned  in  13  reports  for  the  Little  Gull  from  Port  Gra¬ 
tiot  to  the  Niagara  River  during  the  month.  These  sightings  may  indicate  a  record 
number  of  observations  of  this  bird  for  a  month.  Similarly,  members  observed  sever¬ 
al  Sabine's  Gulls  during  the  last  week  of  the  month.  Don  Endres  submitted  a  report 
about  the  Mylarchus  Flycatcher  which  typified  the  frustrations  of  a  field  observer: 
"A  mylarchus  flycatcher  in  mid  October!!  From  my  observations  and  reading  -  flycat¬ 
chers  do  not  linger  weeks  after  they  are  supposed  to  be  gone... My  observations 
consisted  of  several  3  to  5-second  maddening  glimpses." 

UNOFFICIAL  REPORTS:  Dial-a-bird  reporters  kept  the  lines  humming  with  reports 
of  Ring-necked  Ducks  off  the  Bird  Island  Pier,  a  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Tifft,  many 
Winter  Wrens  throughout  the  area  and  Rusty  Blackbirds.  The  most  interesting  report 
came  from  farther  afield.  A  Groove-billed  Ani  roosted  at  the  Brights  Grove  Sewage 
Lagoon  outside  Sarnia,  Ontario. 

Thanks  to  all  who  sent  in  field  reports. 


'1  Kenneth  Cohen 


% 


.  ^ 
*VSCV 
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OCTOBER  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names 

f 

dates  or  localities 

indicate  that 

an  acceptable, 

de  tailed 

written 

verification  according  to  the  "Date 

Guide  to  Birds 

of  Western 

New  York 

and  Adjacent  Ontario' 

'  ( B . 0. S . 

1984)  has  been 

i  r ec  e i ve  d 

and  placed  in  the  permanent 

files  of  the 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  _ 

Indicates 

first  record  for  the  year. 

F 

Indicates 

first  record  for  the  migration. 

L 

Indicates 

last  record 

for  the  migration. 

(  f  )  - 

Indicates 

record  from 

feeding  station. 

PDBA  - 

Indicates 

Previous  1 

y 

Documented  Breeding 

Area  . 

Name  of  Bird 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Horned  Grebe 

5F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

S.  Clarke,  Neveu 

9 

6 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  -  4  reports  from  the 

Great  Lakes  &  Niagara  River,  Oct.  15-30. 

Great  Egret 

16 ,23L 

2,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  29 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

*Glossy  Ibis 

2 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.&Sr.(LEBC 

Tundra  Swan 

29F 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Mute  Swan 

1,29 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

5F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

8 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

30 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr . &  Sr . 

Green-w.  Teal 

24 

86 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

6 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Canvasback 

29 

3 

Grand  Island 

Me  Donald 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont . 

Watson, Galas  et  a 

Redhead 

IF 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

D' Anna ,  Watson 

15 

6 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

1 1 F 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

12-31 

6500 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

Lesser  Scaup 

1-31 

7800 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

Oldsquaw 

11F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

D'Anna  et  al 

23 

3 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

D' Anna 

Black  Scoter 

15F 

2 

Buf  falo 

Watson 

29 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Nbsher,Gula  Jr,Rew  et 

31 

12 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Rew 

Surf  Scoter 

1 1 F 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D'Anna  et  al 

15 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

31 

38 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Rew 

White-w.  Scoter 

9 

400 

Wilson  to  Youngstown 

Galas,  Watson  et  . 

Common  Goldeneye 

29 

5 

Grand  Island 

Me  Dona  Id 

29 

5 

Ft.  Erie  to  Niag.  Falls, Ont. 

D'  Anna ,  Potter 

Buf f lehead 

26F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

28 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

1  OF 

36 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

29 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Vol.  54,  No.  11  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont . 


Name  of  Bird 

October  Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-br.  Merganser 

15F  5 

Bird  Is. Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

23  8 

off  Ft.  Niagara  SP 

D' Anna 

Ruddy  Duck 

5F 

,12,21  5,5,7 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

22  1 

Brocton  Reservoir 

Mosher 

26  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

S.  Clarke,  Souter 

29  1 

Bear  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

31  1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Rew 

Osprey 

1  1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

2  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle,  Gregory 

3  1 

Belmont 

Burtons,  Jordan 

24L  1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

Bald  Eagle 

16  1  adult 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

17  1  imm. 

Porter  Twp. 

W&H  Klabunde 

30  1  adult 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Watson, Suggs  et  al 

Northern  Harrier 

6 

reports  from  throughout  WNY ,  Oct.  1-30. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

7,12  1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cooper's  Hawk 

4  1 

Allegany  SP 

Watson 

7,11  1,1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

15  1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Rough-leg  Hawk 

21,30  1,5 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

23  1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Merlin 

11  1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

L.  Golden  Plover 

8-22  225-24 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

Endres 

15,23  4,10 

Clarence  Turf  Farms 

Galas  et  al 

25  2 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Semipalm.  Plover 

15  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Flor  y 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

30  3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

29L  2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Willet 

2L  1 

Goat  Island 

Watson,  Galas 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

22L  1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

25  10 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Dunlin 

4  F  1 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Watson 

10 

,29,31  26  max. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr . &Sr . 

23,30  1,33 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

30  1 

Goat  Island 

Suggs 

*Red  Phalarope 

13  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Sr., Mahoney 

17  1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Franklin's  Gull 

7 

reports  along  the 

Niagara  River,  Oct.  17 

-31. 

Little  Gull 

13 

reports  from  the 

Niagara  River  &  Pt .  Gratiot,  Oct.  7-31. 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

25  11,850 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Sabine's  Gull 

22  1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D' Anna , Galas , Watson  et 

26,29  4,3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

27,30  4,2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg  et  al 

29,30  •  1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

30  2-3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas, Rising  et  al 

30  1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Suggs 

31  2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Rew 

Forster's  Tern 

5  2 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Andrle,  Byron 

5-22  1-4 

Bflo.  &  Fort  Erie 

Andrle, many  observers 

12  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

S.  Clarke  et  al 

18  1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Galas 

Black  Tern 

17L  1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson, Galas  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

October 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Chimney  Swift 

15L 

4 

over  Dunkirk 

Gula  Sr. 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

9,21 

1 

Lewiston ( f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

23,30 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

D&D  Suggs,  McDonald 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

19,23 

1 

Lewiston( f ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

Eastern  Phoebe 

25 

1 

To  na  wa  n  da  Twp . 

Watson 

Myiarchus  flycatcher  species  15 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Tree  Swallow 

11 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D1 Anna  et  al 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

30 

7 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont . 

Galas  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

5  reports 

from  the 

region,  Oct.  1-30. 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Galas,  Rising 

21 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Mosher,  Chilton 

23 

2 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

30 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

House  Wren 

1 

1 

Lewiston  Twp . 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Marsh  Wren 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

D'Anna,  Watson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7  reports 

from  south  and  east  of  Buffalo, 

Oct.  1-30. 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

6,15 

1,1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

13 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Brown  Thrasher 

10 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Neveu 

Water  Pipit 

21 

83 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Northern  Shrike 

30 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

30 

1 

Grand  Island 

McDonal  d 

Solitary  Vireo 

1,2 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

3,4 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Watson 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

12L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Nashville  Warbler 

9L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cape  May  Warbler 

8L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D' Anna 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

8 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna  et  al 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

9 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Galas 

Pine  Warbler 

30L 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

3-5L 

1-3 

Allegany  SP 

Watson 

Connecticut  Warbler 

9 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Flory,  Goetz 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

30 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Me  Donald 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

25 

2 

To  na  wa  n  da  T  wp . 

Watson 

29 

2 

Shadigee 

Endres 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1-30 

1-17 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

Fox  Sparrow 

23 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

25 

1 

To na wan da  Twp. 

Watson 

27 

3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

9L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

9-29 

1-5 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Snow  Bunting 

2  IF , 2  6 

23,13 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

W&H  Klabunde 

30 

3 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

30 

13 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

30 

25 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Suggs 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids  previously 

recorded . 

. 275 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 

.  2 

Total  for  year... . 

******** 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  B.O.S.  October  1988  Bird  Count 


Date:  October  16,  1988  Compiler:  Ed  Crohn 

Weather:  The  day  was  clear  with  temperatures  ranging  from  50°  to  70°  (F). 

Winds  calm  to  15  knots  SW. 

Abstract:  Total  number  of  observers  -  In  the  past  30  years  the  number  of  obser¬ 

vers  has  increased  from  74  to  237.  In  1957  there  were  23  sections 
covered  in  the  BOS  territory;  in  1988  all  28  sections  were  covered. 
The  cumulative  number  of  birds  counted  in  1988  was  239,000  -  an 
all  time  high. 

The  number  of  species  in  1988  was  158  as  against  a  10  year  median 
of  159.  In  the  decade  1936  -  45,  the  median  number  of  species  was 
103.  In  the  past  50  years,  the  number  of  observers,  territories 
covered,  total  birds  and  total  species  have  all  increased  substan¬ 
tially. 

Comparing  the  '88  count  to  the  1975  -  1985  median: 


1976-86  1988 


Canada  Goose 

5997 

15,237 

Wood  Duck 

156 

190 

Green-w.  Teal 

80 

74 

Black  Duck 

221 

194 

Northern  Pintail 

41 

67 

Blue-w.  Teal 

71 

49 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

44 

60 

Wigeon 

604 

266 

Greater  Scaup 

2695 

2774 

Surf  Scoter 

39 

53 

Hooded  Merganser 

15 

46 

Red-tail.  Hawk 

164 

188 

Cooper's  Hawk 

11 

7 

American  Kestrel 

99 

112 

Greater  Black-b.  Gull 

112 

154 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

2199 

14,257 

Herring  Gull 

2256 

1,104 

Common  Tern 

497 

732 

Tree  Swallow 

228 

80 

Blue  Jay 

1410 

1,307 

European  Starling  1 

29,394 

50,279 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

1,020 

562 
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Report  of  October  1988  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  and  total  numbers.  Figures  in 

parentheses  indicate  sections  where  the  species  was  seen,  if  noted  in 
three  or  less  sections. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  17 
Red-necked  Grebe  3  (  6 ) 

Horned  Grebe  -  28 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  80 
Double-crested  Cormorant  -  41 
American  Bittern  -  1  (18) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  117 
Green-backed  Heron  8  (5,26,28) 
Great  Egret  -  1  ( 5 ) 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron  -  4  (2,9,11) 
Mute  Swan  -  1  (11) 

Canada  Goose  -  15,237 
Snow  Goose  -  1  ( 5 ) 

Wood  Duck  -  190 
Green-winged  Teal  -  74 
American  Black  Duck  194 
Mallard  -  3,999 
Northern  Pintail  -  67 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  49 
Northern  Shoveler  -  2  (10) 

Ga  dwa 11  -  60 
American  Wigeon  -  266 
Canvasback  -  6  (9,23) 

Redhead  -  55 

Ring-necked  Duck  18  (18,20,23) 
Greater  Scaup  -  2,774 
Lesser  Scaup  -  8,390 
Olds qua w  -  6  (4) 

Surf  Scoter  -  53 
White-wing.  Scoter  -  136 
Black  Scoter  -  1  (11) 

Common  Goldeneye  -  1,000F(5) 
Hooded  Merganser  -  46 
Common  Merganser  -  2  ( 14 ) 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  125 
Ruddy  Duck  -  64 
Unidentified  waterfowl  -  60 


Vultures  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture  -  87 
Osprey  -  2  (7,19) 

Bald  Eagle  -  2  (4,24) 

Northern  Harrier  -  46 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  28 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  7 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  3  (19,20,24) 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  188 


Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3  (3,25) 
American  Kestrel  -  112 
Peregrine  Falcon  -  1  (11) 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  37 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  32 
Turkey  -  99 

Common  Moorhen  -  1  (20) 
American  Coot  -  225 


Plovers  -  Terns 


Golden  Plover  -  8  (14) 

Black-bell.  Plover  -  29 
Killdeer  -  910 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  16 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  19 
Solitary  Sandpiper  -  1  (17) 

Spotted  Sandpiper  -  1  (21) 

Sanderling  -  60  (6,7) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  -  5  (9,11,13) 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  40 
Stilt  Sandpiper  -  1  (9) 

Dunlin  -  1  ( 6 ) 

Common  Snipe  -  17 


American  Woodcock  -  3  (3,5,19) 

Red  Phalarope  -3  (2.20) 

Little  Gull  -  3  (2,3) 
Bonaparte's  Gull  -  14,257 
Ring-bill.  Gull  -  15,363 
Herring  Gull  -  1,104 

Great  Black-back.  Gull  -  154 

Franklin's  Gull  -  1  (2) 
Forster's  Gull  -  2  (2,20) 
Sabine's  Gull  -  1  (2) 

Common  Tern  -  732  (2,3,9) 

Black  Tern  -  1  ( 2 ) 
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Report  of  October  1988  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Doves  -  Swallows 


Rock  Dove  -  2,197 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,314 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  -  1  (28) 
East.  Screech  Owl  -  5  (13,15,19) 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  10 
Barred  Owl  -  1  (26) 

Common  Night  Hawk  -  3  (3,11) 
Chimney  Swift  -  23  (8,9,10) 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  50 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  6 


Red-bellied  Woodpecker  15 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  192 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  42 
Northern  Flicker  -  102 
Yellow-bell.  Sapsucker  -  2 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  13  (2,13) 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  25 
Horned  Lark  -  90 

E.  a.  praticola  -  27  (6) 

Tree  Swallow  -  80L(6) 

Rough-w.  Swallow  -  1  (10) 


Jays  -  Shrikes 


Blue  Jay  -  1,307 
American  Crow  -  2,640 
Bl. -capped  Chickadee  -  1,620 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  22 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  47 
White-breast.  Nuthatch  -  186 
Brown  Creeper  -  47 
House  Wren  -  4l( 5,11,20) 
Winter  Wren  -  7  (2,11,21) 
Carolina  Wren  -  5  (12,20,24) 
Marsh  Wren  -  1  (  11 ) 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  461 
K  i  n g le 1  -  3  83 


Eastern  Bluebird  -  253 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  -  3  (5,6) 
Swainson's  Thrush  -  14 
Hermit  Thrush  -  61 
Wood  Thrush  -  4 
American  Robin  -  4,274 
Gray  Catbird  -  18 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  14 
Brown  Thrasher  -  1  (20) 

Water  Pipit  -  175 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  975 
European  Starling  -  50,279 
Northern  Shrike  -  1  (10) 


Vtreos  Warblers 


Solitary  Vireo  -  3  (3,24,28) 

Red-eyed  Vireo  -  1  (19) 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  -  4l(28) 
Magnolia  Warbler  -  2l(3,28) 
Black-throat.  Blue  Warbler  -  4l(9,13) 
Yellow-rump.  Warbler  -  562 


Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  -  1  (9) 
Palm  Warbler  -  4L(8,9,11) 
Bay-breast.  Warbler  -  3L(13,20) 
Ovenbird  -  1L(11) 

Common  Yellowthroat  -  1l(28) 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  1L(20) 
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Report  of  October  1988  Bird  Count,  cont. 


Cardinals  -  House  Sparrow 


Cardinal  -  294 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  -  4  (24,28 
Rufous-s.  Towhee  -  25 
Tree  Sparrow  -  9 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  233 
Field  Sparrow  -  122 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  1  (19) 

Fox  Sparrow  -  6  (28) 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  12 
Song  Sparrow  -  828 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  79 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  885 


White-cr.  Sparrow  -  344 
Dark-eyed  Junco  -  797 
Red-w.  Blackbird  -  31,397 
Lapland  Longspur  -  8  (3) 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  38 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  353 
Common  Grackle  -  57,634 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1,423 
Purple  Finch  -  70 
House  Finch  -  2,609 
Pine  Siskin  -  32  (14,19,28) 
Am.  Goldfinch  -  806 
House  Sparrow  -  2,769 


Total  Species  Observed  -  161 

Total  Individuals  Observed  -  235,147 


Sections  and  observers:  Thank  you  to  members  and  friends  who  participated  in  this 
October  count.  Section  compilers  have  their  names  underlined. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont . :  David  Cooper,  Sandra  Cooper 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.:  Richard  Byron,  Barbara  Byron,  Art  Schaffner 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Walter  &  Harriette  Klabunde 

4.  Middleport ,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  Bill  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Marian 
Smith,  Bill  Townsend,  Bill  Burch 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.:  Gary  Novosel,  Ed  Williams,  Gerald  Chappie,  Rick  Stockton 

7.  Lowbanks ,  Ont.:  Drew  Campbell,  Blayne  Farnhan 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.:  Ellen  Schopp,  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Margaret  Stewart 
Harold  Axtell 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Karen  Renning,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  Ed  Crohn 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Don  Roberson,  John  Henderson,  Robert  Andrle,  Marcya  Foster 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  H.M.  Bateman,  Marjorie  Harwitz,  Kathleen  Hentz,  Alec  Humann, 

Sharon  Sisti 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Marie  Wendling,  Ray  Frantz,  Cy  Wolf ling,  Tom  Harper,  Ann  M.  Bauer 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Max  Mason,  Jane  Mason,  David  Keller,  Dave  Thompson,  Geo.  Mahoney, 
Dave  and  Liz  Harrington 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Barbara  Walker,  Erma  Kern,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Ken  Brandis,  Bob  & 
Lucille  Leonard,  Mrs.  John  Hanley,  Mae  &  Sterling  Riehl ,  Phyllis  Hanson,  Lois 
Abbott,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mauser,  Mark  &  Karen  Laible,  Mary  Saville,  Barbara  Howard 
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Report  of  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count,  cont. 

15.  Java,  NY:  Richard  Collins,  Mary  Canfield 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck,  Mike  Galas,  Gerald  Rising,  R.  Lang 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Carolyn  Frank,  Ruth  Helstrom 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  Peter  Yoerg 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  Co.  Bird  Club.  Katherine  Palmer,  Bartley  Harmon,  Douglas 
Herdman,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  Lang,  Faye  Clancy,  Ron  Andrews,  James  Mullen,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Roger  Nicholson,  Vesta  Rice,  Victor  Carpenter,  Alice  Evans,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Richard  Wilson,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Lowell  Smith 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club.  Terry  Mahoney,  D.  Bryant,  A.  Budniewski,  S. 
Clark,  J.  Flory,  J.  Goetz,  J.  Gula  Sr.  &  Jr.,  R.  Halsy,  G.  Harper,  T.  Mosher, 

L.  Neveu,  J.  Peters,  R.  Peterson,  M.  Sanden,  A.  Schafer,  T.  Welch,  D.  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Eileen 
Anderson,  Julie  Heilman,  Jessie  Nelson,  Linda  O'Brien,  Jean  Pigman,  Dot  Pihlblad 
Carol  Roby 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Chris  Maggio, 
Steve  Maggio,  Joanne  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Toni  Simmons 

24.  Salamanca  and  Allegany  State  Park.  Cattaraugus  Bird  Club.  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  Co.  Bird  Club.  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Alene  Church, 

James  and  Regina  Van  Scoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  Co.  Bird  Club.  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Bruce  Smalley, 

Ann  Scott,  Betty  &  John  Compton,  Sylvia  Foster 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  Co.  Bird  Club.  Doris  Burton,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Emma  Lou 
King,  Lillian  &  Stella  Simons,  Ruth  &  George  Brown,  June  Dickinson,  Vivian 
Pitzrick,  Frances  DeGroff,  Claribel  James,  Harold  Babcock,  Margaret  Barnett, 

Norman  Ives,  Joan  Ives,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  Co.  Bird  Club.  Elizabeth  &  Richard  Brooks,  Carla  Coch , 

Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  &  Paul  Culley,  Larry  &  Harriet  Deverell,  Ann,  Jamie  & 
Robert  Eisenhardt ,  Peter  &  Terry  Finlay,  Eva  Ford,  Clarence  Klingensmith , 

Margaret  Klingensmith,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Mary  Ormsby,  Ruth  Paige,  Ann  &  Bob  Pipal, 
Russell  Allen,  Esther  Biehl ,  Dorothy  Bayless ,  Fred  Bayless,  Donald  &  Lorna  Brink, 
Martha  DeLaVergne,  Jay  and  Louise  Gibson,  Ben  &  Fay  Heller,  Viola  Ide,  Betty 

and  Wayne  Kellogg,  Robert  Mason,  Linn  Phelan,  Viola  Sharrett ,  Lauren  &  Maureen 
Soule,  Gladys  Witter,  Mallery  &  Mary  Adams,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 

Doris  &  Lou  Burton,  Robert  Clark,  Dale  &  Evelyn  Coats,,  Paul  &  Mary  Alice  Fuller, 
Theodore  &  Lorena  Vossler,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Myrt  Brown,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick, 
Lillian  Downer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Dunham,  Helen  Graves,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Lang, 

Erma  Larsen,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  Spencer,  Jake  Strong,  Mrs.  Gordon  Taggart,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Thompson 


EDWARD  CROHN 
Amherst,  NY 
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Inke  Ontario  Binding  by  Boat  1 

On  Sunday,  October  9,  1988,  Tom  Franklin  of  Niagara  Falls  gave  Willy  D’ Anna,  Mike 
Galas,  Gerry  Rising,  and  Bill  Watson  a  three  hour  boat  ride  off  Wilson  Harbor  in  a  20  foot  motor 
launch.  The  trip  was  not  productive  in  numbers  of  species,  but  it  raises  some  interesting  questions 
worth  exploring  on  additional  “pelagic”  trips  on  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie. 

By  far  the  commonest  bird  seen  out  on  the  lake  was  the  White-winged  Scoter,  with  over  400 
distributed  in  a  remarkably  narrow  band  that  ran  between  a  half  mile  and  a  mile  off  shore.  What 
seemed  to  characterize  the  location  of  these  birds  was  a  lake  depth  of  70  feet.  (Among  the 
remarkable  electronic  devices  of  this  fishing  boat  was  a  depth  gauge.)  Although  the  birds  flew  east 
and  west  along  this  zone,  they  did  not  venture  far  from  it.  Briefly  we  did  sail  out  to  a  distance  of 
about  nine  miles,  but  found  the  lake  beyond  a  mile  from  shore  essentially  void  of  bird  life.  Our 
scoter  counts  also  suggest  the  possibility  that  their  numbers  increase  as  you  sail  west  toward  the 
Niagara  River  mouth. 

Most  of  us  know  these  scoters  as  birds  bouncing  among  the  waves  at  the  absolute  limit  of 
binocular  or  telescope  vision.  Thus  the  70  foot  depth  hypothesis  will  be  worth  exploring  further. 
Are  they  feeding  at  this  depth?  Are  there  special  foods  to  be  found  here,  possibly  on  the  bottom? 
(The  boat’s  electronics  did  not  indicate  schools  of  fish.)  Continuing  observation  and  reference  to 
the  literature  may  provide  some  clues;  I  found  none,  however,  in  Palmer’s  Handbook  of  North 
American  Birds.  In  any  case  their  behavior  may  turn  out  not  to  be  simply  teasing  birders. 

Seen  in  addition  to  the  White-winged  Scoters  was  one  unidentified  dark-winged  scoter,  a  half 
dozen  Common  Loons,  two  large  flocks  of  Canada  Geese,  as  well  as  Ring-billed  and  a  few 
Greater  Black-backed  Gulls.  The  wind  on  this  morning  was  out  of  the  southwest  at  about  ten 
miles  per  hour.  This  may  have  accounted  for  the  lack  of  variety  and  numbers.  Would  a  north 
wind  have  driven  more  lake  birds  to  the  south  shore?  Unfortunately  the  answer  to  this  question 
may  impact  on  observations  in  another  practical  way  as  the  wave  action  with  onshore  instead  of 
offshore  winds  can  be  a  boating  problem  at  this  time  of  year. 

An  additional  factor  that  may  have  contributed  to  the  observations  on  this  trip  (or  lack  thereof) 
was  the  water  temperature  which  was  quite  constant  at  about  57°,  despite  an  air  temperature  in  the 
lower  40s.  —  G.  Rising 


******** 


-104- 


Vol .  54,  No.  11  "Membership  News", 


"Field  Trips" 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Please  note  the  following  additions  and/or  changes  in  the  roster: 

Welcome  to  new  Associate  Member: 

Victoria  Onorato 
74  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14214  Tel.  833-9426 

Thomas  P.  Connare,  30  Ardmore  Place,  Buffalo,  NY  14213  B  689-3737. 

Edward  A.  Williams,  Nichols  School,  1250  Amherst  St . ,  Buffalo,  NY 

Corresponding  Members: 

* 

Flora  Elderkin  -  484-1221 

David  B.  Freeland  -  201-292-2338 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Max  Mason  Zip  Code  14021 

******** 


1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

February  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti, 

or  at  9:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side,  0.6  mi.  up¬ 
river  from  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541) 
and  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

March  12:  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Waterfowl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisure- 

land.  Leader:  Fran  Rew  (649-4192).  (To  reach  Leisureland,  take 
Hamburg  exit  57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Road,  Hwy.  75,  and  go 
a  short  distance  westward. 


March  25: 


Apr  i  1  9 : 
April  16: 


April  23: 


Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  BOS  trip. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  (SE  corner  of 
Main  Si  Transit).  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (  833-1044  ). 

Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  The  Beamer  Conservation 
Area  is  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  QEW ,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Hwy  62),  or  go  directly  to  Beamer. 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS . 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS 
at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike 
Zebehazy  (655-4777)  &  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

******** 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December  at  8:00  p.m. 

Until  further  notice,  the  meetings  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  will  be 
held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd. ) ,  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot,  upstairs  to  the  3rd  landing,  and  use  the  door  to  the 
lef  t . 


******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  EIGHTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 


******** 
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Birders 

Come  Join  The  Fun 


THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY'S 
SECOND  ANNUAL  LITTLE  BIDDY  BIRDATHON 

1989 


WMEN  &  WMEKEs 

You  choose  the  day,  any  day  between  May  1  -  May  31.  You 
choose  the  place  (within  the  B.O.S.  territory).  We  choose  the  time. 

Birding  must  take  place  between  7:00  a.m.  and  10:00  a.m.  Three  hours  is 
all  you  get.  You  are  allowed  one  pre-picked  rain  date.  If  it  rains  on  both 
of  your  days,  that’s  just  too  bad. 

Note:  You  CANNOT  bird  on  both  days  and  then  pick  the  better  day!!! 

TEAMS? 

Team  size  must  be  between  2  -  5  persons.  The  team  leaders  must  be  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society. 

SCORING: 

All  birds  must  be  SEEN,  and  not  just  heard.  Absolutely  no  electronic  devices  can  be  used  to 
lure  birds  in  to  you!  All  species  listed  must  be  verified  by  the  team  leader  (who  must  be  a  member 
of  the  BOS),  and  one  other  member  of  the  team.  Other  team  members  need  not  be  BOS  members. 

All  warbler  species  count  as  two  points,  non-warblers  one  point.  Any  species  not  sighted  by 
any  other  team  counts  double  (warblers  4  points,  non-warblers  2  points). 

The  winning  team  will  be  announced  at  the  BOS  Annual  Picnic  on  June  14  at  Fort  Erie. 

FRIZES: 

YES!  There  are  some! 

MOW  TO  EEOESTEE? 

First,  there  is  no  fee.  This  one  is  free,  birders! 

Just  fill  out  the  registration  and  send  it  to: 

H.M.  Bateman,  99  Trinity  Place,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14201. 

For  more  info,  call  H.M.  Bateman,  886-3980  or 
Alec  Humann,  885-2998. 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Annual  Little  Biddy  Birdathon 

REGISTRATION  FORM 


Team  Name  (Optional)  :  _ _ _ 

Team  Leader:  _ _ Phone  ft  : 

(Must  be  member  of  B.O.S.) 

Birding  Buddies:  _ 


Birding  Date  (1st  Choice) 


(Must 

be 

between  May  1  -  May  31) 

Rain  Date  (one  only) : 

Time : 

7:00 

to 

10:00  a .m. 

Location : 

(Must  be  within  B.O.S.  Territory) 


Mail  Form  By  APRIL  27  to:  H.M.  Bateman 

99  Trinity  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14201 

Any  questions/problems:  H.M.  Bateman  886-3980 

Alec  Humann  885-2998 


Return  Postage  Guaranteed 
BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  14211 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
Permit  No.  4  1  2 
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THE  MONTH 

WEATHER:  Despite  a  relative  lack  of  sunshine,  28%  as  opposed  to  a  normal  29%,  tem¬ 
peratures  averaged  2.7  degrees  higher  than  normal  in  November.  The  average  high 
temperature  was  49. 6° (F),  2.6°  above  normal.  The  average  low  temperature  was  36.3° 
(F),  2.7°  higher  than  normal.  We  saw  only  a  trace  of  snow  compared  to  the  normal 

12  inches,  and  even  the  3.2  8  inches  of  rainfall  was  .32  inches  below  normal.  The 
high  temperatures  which  reached  the  mid-60's  on  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  weekend 
provided  comfortable  weather  for  bird  watching.  Strong  winds  from  the  east  pushed 
many  of  the  gulls  to  the  Fort  Erie  shore  during  the  first  part  of  the  month. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  The  waterfowl  migration  continued  in  full  force.  Unfortunate¬ 

ly,  the  Greater  White-fronted  Goose,  which  Bill  Watson  found  at  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Re'fuge  on  the  8th,  did  not  linger  in  the  area  throughout  the  month.  D'Anna 
Brock,  Galas,  Watson  and  many  others  observed  the  female  King  Eider  which  lingered 
south  of  the  barge  in  the  rapids  above  the  falls.  All  three  Scoters  appeared  as 
did  all  three  Mergansers.  Paul  and  Debbie  Hess  observed  a  Northern  Goshawk  at 
Niagara  Falls  on  the  22nd.  As  always,  the  Laridae  provided  the  month's  excitement. 
Highlights  included  a  Laughing  Gull  Bogacki  saw  at  Tifft  Farm  on  the  8th,  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake  at  Fort  Erie  on  the  6th,  and  Sabine's  Gull  seen  at  Fort  Erie  from 
the  5th  to  the  13th.  The  BOS  trip,  led  by  Bob  Brock,  produced  both  common  white¬ 
winged  gulls.  Our  reports  document  12  different  species  of  gulls  during  Novem¬ 
ber.  Willie  D'Anna  spotted  a  Long-eared  Owl  at  the  cemetery  in  Porter  on  the  20th. 
The  Sparrow  highlights  included  Vivian  Pitzrick's  observation  of  three  Fox  Sparrows 
in  Amity  on  the  11th  and  the  Burton's  observation  of  a  White-crowned  Sparrow  in 
Belmont  on  the  13th  and  14th. 


OTHER  ACTIVITY:  During  November,  Elizabeth  Brooks  had  banding  nets  or  traps  in 

operation  657  hours  over  28  days.  She  issued  145  new  bands,  found  133  repeaters 
and  had  seven  returns  from  previous  years.  Juncos  comprised  81  of  the  birds  banded, 
while  Chickadees,  at  27,  comprised  the  next  most  prevalent  species  banded.  She 
banded  19  different  species  of  birds.  She  recaptured  one  Chickadee  which  was  in 
its  7th  year. 
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Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


Vol 


54 


No 


12  "Noteworthy  Records" 


NOVEMBER  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. 
1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates 

F  -  Indicates 
L  -  Indicates 
( f  )  -  Indicates 

PDBA  -  Indicates 


first  record  for  the  year, 
first  record  for  the  migration, 
last  record  for  the  migration, 
record  from  feeding  station. 
Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area 


Name  of  Bird 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-thr.  Loon 

4  F 

1 

off  Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

5 

1 

L.  Erie, Van  Buren  Pt . 

Gula ,  Jr . &Sr . 

24 

1 

L.  Ont . , Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna 

25 

1 

L.  Ont., Porter  Twp. 

Galas 

Red-necked  Grebe 

8 

L.  Erie,  Evans  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D' Anna 

12 

7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Flory  et  al 

Green-b.  Heron 

26 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

26 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

7 

23 

Mayville 

Moshers 

13,26 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Galas  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

8-26 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Galas, Watson  et  al 

Gr .  White-fr.  Goose 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Brant 

6F 

6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr . &  Sr . 

10 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

10 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Chilton 

11-13 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna, Galas, Watson  et  al 

12-26 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

20 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Brock  ( BOS ) 

Wood  Duck 

27 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

Green-w.  Teal 

26 

6 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson  et  al 

Mallard 

2 

280 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

Northern  Pintail 

26 

4 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

26 

2 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

Canvasback 

27 

2000 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Galas 

Redhead 

7 

60 

Mayville 

Moshers 

Ring-necked  Duck 

11 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Galas 

*King  Eider 

11-27 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

D'  Anna ,  Galas , Watson ,  Brock  f 

Black  Scoter 

12 

2 

Buffalo 

Galas,  Rising 

Surf  Scoter 

5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

White-w.  Scoter 

4 

1 

EXinkirk  Harbor 

Pbshers 

Hooded  Merganser 

19 

123 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

14 ,17 

2 , 11 

Amity  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

Turkey  Vulture 

11L 

1 

Lockport  Twp. 

Watson,  Galas 

Northern  Harrier 

13 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Harper 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

November 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

6 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

Watson 

7 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

12 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Watson 

17,29 

1 

Silver  Creek  (f) 

Neveu 

Cooper's  Hawk 

10 

1 

Darien 

Harper 

22 

1 

Alexander 

Harper 

25 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Galas,  Rising 

Northern  Goshawk 

22 

1  imm. 

Niagara  Falls 

P&D  Hess 

Rough-leg  Hawk 

2 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

An  dr  le 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

16 

2 

Cuba  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

American  Coot 

7 

350 

Mayville 

Moshers 

Killdeer 

11 

2 

Beamsville,  Ont. 

Galas, Watson  et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

8L 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3L 

7 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

Purple  Sandpiper 

13F-26 

1-7 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson, Galas ,Brock,D' Anna  et  < 

Dunlin 

1,2 

1,1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andr le 

1-30 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  * 

20,22 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers  et  al 

American  Woodcock 

4L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Flor  y 

Laughing  Gull 

8 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Bogacki 

Franklin's  Gull 

6,7 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 

9 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Burch  et  al 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Galas, Watson  et  al 

13 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas 

23 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Moshers  et  al 

Little  Gull 

12 

12 

Niag. -on-the-Lake 

D'Anna  et  al 

Max.  count-13 

other  reports  along  the  Niagara 

River  &  Dunkirk  Harbor. 

Iceland  Gull 

2  OF 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Brock  (BOS) 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

23F 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Moshers  et  al 

25 

1 

L . Ont ., Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Galas ,  Wats  on.  Rising  et  al 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Galas  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

2  OF 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Brock  (BOS) 

*Bl.-leg.  Kittiwake 

6F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D'  Anna  ( BOS ) ,  Watson ,  Galas ,  Burcl 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

Sabine's  Gull 

5 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas,  Rising 

6 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson , Gh las ,  D' Anna ( BOS ) 

13 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

Common  Tern 

16L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Sr. 

Long-eared  Owl 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

8 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Eastern  Phoebe 

2 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

6L 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

6 

6 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Brock  (BOS) 

12L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Tufted  Titmouse 

26 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

26,29 

4,5 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

12L 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

28 

4 

Darien 

Harper 

Hermit  Thrush 

8 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

N.  Mockingbird 

3-30 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

5  other  reports  from  the  Niagara  River  &  Lake  Ont .  Plain. 
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Name  of  Bird 

November  Number 

Location 

Observers 

Brown  Thrasher 

26 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas,  Rising 

Water  Pipit 

2  5L 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Galas,  Rising 

Northern  Shrike 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

18 

3 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

(f  ) 

Moshers 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6,10, 14L  1 

,1,1 

Alfred 

.  Brooks 

Field  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Fox  Sparrow 

11 

3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit zrick 

Swamp  Sparrow 

26 

2 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr. 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

13,14 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Lapland  Longspur 

25 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Rising 

Snow  Bunting 

11 

200 

Beamsville,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

12 

300 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Maximum  counts  - 

6  other  reports  from 

the 

Niagara  River, 

Lake  Ont .  Plain, 

&  Allegany  Co.,  Nov. 

1-25 

• 

Rusty  Blackbird 

8L 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Pine  Siskin 

20 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 277 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  2 

Total  for  year . 279 


******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  -  NOVEMBER  6,  1988 

The  weather  was  not  pleasant.  Though  a  fairly  warm  49°  at  the  start,  the 
winds  made  it  feel  like  it  was  below  freezing.  And  then  it  got  colder  and  even 
began  raining  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  barometric  pressure 
was  so  low  that  it  almost  cracked  the  29  inch  barrier  on  this  day.  Not  exactly 
the  best  weather  for  sightseeing  on  the  river.  But  then,  birders  do  not  always 
like  "nice"  weather  because  it  often  means  fewer  birds! 

We  had  25  participants  at  the  start  of  our  trip  in  Buffalo  and  added 
two  in  Fort  Erie.  While  at  the  meeting  spot  on  the  Canadian  side  I  tried,  without 
success,  to  make  a  distant  Kestrel  into  a  Merlin  or  a  Peregrine.  The  bird  was 
flying  on  continuous  wingbeats  low  over  the  river,  something  I  had  never  witnessed 
a  falcon  do  before.  At  the  Peace  Bridge  we  had  our  first  "good"  gulls  of  the  day- 
two  immature  Sabine's.  Up  to  four  of  these  sharp-looking,  Bonaparte ' s-sized  gulls 
had  been  here  for  over  two  weeks.  These  normally  pelagic  birds  had  been  buffeted 
by  strong  southwesterly  blows  off  the  lake  many  times  the  previous  two  weeks,  which 
I  believe  had  a  lot  to  do  with  our  tarrying  here. 

The  ride  down  the  river  to  Niagara  Falls  taught  us  that  it  was  still 
a  bit  early  to  see  the  wintering  waterfowl  in  that  location.  However,  our  timing 
was  perfect  for  seeing  two  Snow  Buntings  feeding  off  the  shoulder  of  the  road. 

At  the  water  control  weir  in  Niagara  Falls  we  saw  our  first  Common  Loon, 
Greater  Scaup,  Canvasback,  Redhead,  Common  Tern  and  the  bird  that  caused  the  most 
discussion  this  day  -  a  small  goose  just  inside  the  pier.  Although  there  was  no- 
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Niagara  Loop  Trip  -  cont. 

thing  to  compare  it  with  directly,  the  goose  appeared  slightly  larger  than  a  Mal¬ 
lard  with  grayish  upperparts  showing  lighter  narrow  bars  toward  its  rear  (on  the 
wings).  The  head  and  neck  were  brownish-gray  with  whitish  on  the  face  at  the  base 
of  the  very  small,  dark  bill.  One  reasonable  guess  was  that  this  was  an  immature 
blue-morph  Snow  Goose.  However,  the  bars,  the  small  size,  and  especially,  the 
stubby  bill  cast  doubt  on  that  possibility,  at  least  in  my  mind.  Another  guess, 
this  an  unreasonable  one,  was  that  it  was  a  hybrid  between  a  "Blue"  Goose  and  a 
scaup. 


Leaving  the  goose  to  figure  out  for  itself  what  it  was,  we  continued 

on  to  the  Engineerium  which  is  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  brink  of  the  falls. 

Here  we  added  Wigeon,  Gadwall,  and  five  (!)  Little  Gulls  as  well  as  a  few  late 

Rough-winged  Swallows  seen  by  only  a  few  people  in  the  group.  Below  the  falls 

was  another  loon  and  one  first-winter  Little  Gull.  Adult  Little  Gulls  are  the 

norm  on  the  river  so  this  youngster  became  an  educator,  teaching  many  birders  what 
its  plumage  looks  like. 

Stops  at  Adam  Beck  and  the  Queenston  sand  docks  produced  nothing  new 
and  two  Little  Gulls  plus  a  mocker,  respectively.  The  trip  was  now  officially 

over  but  several  people  seemed  willing  to  try  for  a  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Fort 
Erie  which  Dave  Keller  found  where  we  had  only  found  Sabine's  Gulls  (only?!). 

So  back  up  the  river  most  of  us  went,  stopping  first  at  the  Engineerium  where  some¬ 
one  had  reported  seeing  a  Black-headed  Gull.  We  had  to  settle  for  a  somewhat  dis¬ 
oriented  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  which  flitted  only  a  few  yeard  away.  At  Fort  Erie 

many  people  got  a  life-bird  as  we  looked  out  over  the  river  from  beneath  the  Peace 

Bridge.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  with  one  of  the  Sabine's,  as  well  as  the 

many  Bony's,  was  a  lovely  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake.  The  diagnostic  bar 
on  the  nape  which  extends  onto  the  breast  was  easily  seen,  even  at  this  distance. 

Picking  out  the  bird,  however,  was  not  a  snap  and  a  few  people  went  away  disap¬ 

pointed.  Well,  only  a  little  disappointed  -  after  all,  we  learned  about  wind-blown 
Sabine's  Gulls,  and  enlightening  Little  Gulls,  and  a  goose  with  an  identity-crisis! 

Willie  D'Anna,  Field  Trip  Leader 
2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14304 

******** 

LOWER  NIAGARA  RIVER  TRIP  -  GOS/BOS  -  NOVEMBER  20,  1988 

On  a  day  which  began  with  a  light  drizzle  and  which  eventually  encounter¬ 
ed  heavy  rains ,  the  BOS  hosted  a  group  from  the  GOS  of  Rochester  to  the  annual 
trip  along  the  lower  Niagara  River  and  the  Falls.  The  birding  was  typical  for 
the  date,  finding  seveeral  winter  visiting  species  and  missing  others  which  had 
been  previously  reported.  Approximately  thirty  people  participated. 

At  Fort  Niagara,  a  first  winter  Glaucous  Gull  obligingly  sat  on  a  wall 
in  plain  sight  just  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  viewing  area.  There  was  some  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  leaders'  minds  about  the  age  of  the  bird  because  the  coloration  was 
white  with  light  tan  feather  barring,  lacking  the  heavier  brownish  or  tan  feather 
barring  described  for  a  first  winter  bird,  but  at  the  same  time  the  bill  was  marked 
like  a  first  winter  bird  with  no  lightening  of  the  black  at  the  tip.  Red— breasted 
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Lower  Niagara  River  Trip,  cont. 

Mergansers,  Oldsquaw,  Scaup,  and  Snow  Buntings  were  present  in  moderate  numbers 
along  with  two  Common  Loons  and  a  Horned  Grebe. 

The  next  stop,  at  Lewiston,  yielded  three  Little  Gulls  circulating  among 
the  Bonaparte's  Gulls  and  Oldsquaw.  The  Queenston  sand  dock  and  the  lower  gorge 
area  across  the  river  yielded  nothing  extraordinary. 

At  the  Adam  Beck  overlook,  the  group  found  a  first  year  Iceland  Gull 

and  an  adult  Kumlien's  Iceland  Gull.  Both  birds  were  observed  circling  and  feeding 

over  the  turbulent  waters  of  the  power  plants  but  the  first  year  bird  gave  the 
closest  and  clearest  viewing  opportunity. 

With  the  rain  increasing,  the  group  moved  on  to  the  Falls,  stopping  brief¬ 
ly  at  the  parking  area  above  the  control  structure  to  observe  many  Canvasback, 

Scaup,  and  a  few  Redhead  ducks.  Although  the  group  was  beginning  to  diminish  in 

size  due  to  weather  and  other  factors,  the  hardy  (or  foolhardy)  remanent  birders 
found  the  female  King  Eider  which  had  been  feeding  in  the  upper  rapids  just  below 
the  control  structure  for  some  days.  They  were  also  rewarded  with  sightings  of 
a  Brant  Goose  and  three  Purple  Sandpipers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  barge.  An 
examination  of  the  gorge  below  the  falls  revealed  little  of  interest  except  for 
a  vaariety  of  gulls  and  two  Common  Loons.  With  the  concurrence  of  Co-leader  Robert 
Spahn  of  the  GOS ,  it  was  decided  to  pack  in  soggy  scopes  and  binoculars  and  call 
it  a  day. 

Robert  Brock,  Co-leader 

******** 

RESEARCH  PROJECT  -  HAWK  MIGRATION  INTERCEPT  LINE 

During  the  Spring  of  1987,  106,644  raptors  were  recorded  at  the  Braddock 

Bay  Hawk  Watch  at  Rochester,  but  at  Ripley  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  only  7869  were 

counted  and  at  Hamburg,  1087.  Admittedly,  coverage  at  Ripley  was  merely  adequate, 

not  complete,  and  at  Hamburg,  sporadic.  Still,  a  tremendous  number  of  hawks  must 
have  passed  over  our  study  area  and  reached  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  without  being 
seen  by  any  of  our  members.  Since  the  birds  are  not  coming  up  the  Lake  Erie  shore 
in  the  numbers  reported  at  Rochester,  they  must  be  passing  over  Western  New  York 
at  other  points.  Are  they  coming  up  the  stream  valleys,  along  the  ridges  or  over 
the  hills?  Can  we  locate  their  migration  paths? 

The  Research  Committee  proposes  that  we  try  to  solve  the  mystery  and 
has  set  up  an  intercept  line  of  14  hawk  lookouts  running  from  Pinehurst  in  the 

Town  of  Hamburg  to  a  point  overlooking  the  Genesee  Valley  east  of  Warsaw.  This 
is  a  direct  west  to  east  line  cutting  across  our  area  at  about  its  narrowest  point 
and  should  intercept  the  hawks  as  they  move  from  the  south  and  southwest  to  the 
north.  Daily  coverage  of  these  14  watches  during  the  migration  would  be  ideal 

and  would  probably  provide  the  answers  we  are  looking  for.  Realistically,  however, 
we  are  asking  that  our  members  commit  themselves  to  covering  each  of  these  lookouts 
on  six  Saturdays,  starting  on  the  last  Saturday  of  March  and  continuing  through 
the  five  Saturdays  of  April. 


-112- 


Vol.  54,  No.  12  "Organizational  Activities"  cont. 


Research  Project,  cont. 

A  list  of  the  14  locations  and  a  map  have  been  prepared  and  are  printed 
in  this  issue.  You  may  choose  a  site  or  be  assigned  to  one  if  you  have  no  prefer¬ 
ence.  If  you  can't  watch  on  all  six  Saturdays,  any  time  you  can  give  the  project 
will  be  appreciated. 

A  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America  reporting  form  and  direc¬ 
tions  for  its  use  are  also  printed  herein.  However,  if  you  find  this  form  a  bit 
intimidating,  we  ask  only  that  you  report  the  temperature,  wind  direction  and  speed, 
and  sky  conditions  at  the  start  and  finish  of  your  watch  plus  the  numbers  of  each 
species  of  raptor  that  you  observe.  If  you  can  not  identify  all  of  the  hawks, 
simply  report  them  as  unidentified  but  be  sure  to  count  all  raptors  and  report 
the  numbers.  Send  in  a  report  whether  or  not  any  hawks  pass  over  your  site.  Very 
few  hawks  fly  in  the  rain  so  if  a  steady  rain  occurs  on  one  of  the  Saturday  watch 
days,  don't  go  out.  Hawks  do  fly  on  showery  days,  coming,  sometimes  in  significant 
numbers,  before  and  between  the  showers. 

If  good  flight  days  (southerly  winds  and  a  rising  temperature)  occur 
on  Sundays  or  on  and  you  are  free,  please  go  to  your  site  or  any  of  the  .sites  and 
send  in  reports  of  your  observations.  We  want  all  the  information  we  can  get  on 
inland  hawk  flights  across  the  intercept  line. 

Members  in  the  southern  tier  counties  of  Chautauqua, 
Cattaragus  and  Allegany  can  also  help  in  this  project  by  sending  information  on 
any  hawk  movements  they  observe  in  their  areas ,  giving  the  exact  location  and  the 
extent  of  the  flight  together  with  the  weather  conditions.  By  piecing  all  this 
information  together,  we  may  be  able  to  find  the  pattern  of  the  hawk  migration 
over  Western  New  York. 


All  reports  should  be  mailed  to  Frances  Rew,  50  Kenton  Place,  Hamburg, 
N.Y.  14075. 

If  you  are  willing  to  participate  in  this  project  or  desire  further  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  Fran  Rew  or  any  member  of  the  Research  Committee  listed  below. 
This  project  can  only  be  a  success  if  our  members  feel  it  is  worthwhile  and  are 
willing  to  give  their  time  and  effort  to  it.  Let  us  hear  from  you  by  early  March 
at  the  latest. 


Research  Committee: 


Robert  Andrle 
Robert  Brock 
Willie  D'Anna 
Joe  DiDomenico 


896-5200 

876-5862 

731-4348 

683-7343 


Mike  Galas 
Kathleen  Hentz 
Art  Schaffner 
Bill  Watson 
Fran  Rew,  Chairman 


693-4892 

885-7591 

837-3237 

695-2820 

649-4192 
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Research  Project,  cont. 

Proposed  Observation  Sites  -  Hawk  Intercept  Line  Project 

1.  Pinehurst  School,  Town  of  Hamburg 

2.  Hamburg  Recreation  Center,  Lakeview  Road,  Hamburg 

3.  Newton  and  Bunting  Roads 

4.  Snyder  Road  -  approximately  .4  mile  east  of  Davis  Road  (on  private  property). 

5.  Center  Line  Road  -  between  Reiter  and  Vermont  Hill  Roads  (north  of  Channel 

2  tower ) 

6.  Center  Line  Road  -  just  west  of  Marlou  Road  (view  of  Buffalo  Creek  Valley) 

7.  Center  Line  Road  -  ^  mile  west  of  Dutch  Hollow  Road 

8.  Center  Line  Road  -  \  mile  west  of  Sheldon  Center  (Route  77) 

9.  Center  Line  Road  -  just  east  of  Maxon  Road  (gas  pipeline  road  crossing) 

10.  Center  Line  Road  -  east  of  Royce  Road  ( ^  mi.  west  of  Syler  Rd. ) 

11.  Center  Line  Road  -  at  Orangeville  Center  Road  (open  fields) 

12.  Christ  Road  -  \  mile  north  of  Route  20A  (private  property) 

13.  Burns  Road  -  1.7  miles  south  of  Route  20A 

14.  Ireland  Road  -  .1  mile  south  of  Route  20A  (view  of  Genesee  Valley) 

******** 

See  map  and  forms  for  this  research  project  at  end  of  this  issue. 

******** 
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1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

March  12:  Sunday.  Dunkirk  Harbor  Waterfowl  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Leisure- 

land.  Leader:  Fran  Rew  (649-4192).  (To  reach  Leisureland,  take  Hamburg 
Exit  57  from  1-90  Thruway,  onto  Camp  Road,  Hwy  75,  and  go  a  short 
distance  westward. 


March  25:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  BOS  trip. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  Leader:  Doug  Happ 
( 833-1044 ) . 


April  9:  Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count 

April  16:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  The  Beamer  Conservation  Area 
is  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  QEW,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Meet  at 
8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Hwy  62),  or  go  directly  to  Beamer. 


April  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS .  Meet 
at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOSjat  9:30 
a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (655-4777) 
and  Bob  Spahn  ( GOS ) . 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December  at  8:00  p.m.  Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be 
held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot,  upstairs  to  the  3rd  landing,  and  use  the  door  to  the 
left . 

February  22: 

March  8: 


******** 


Dr.  J.  Berlin  of  the  NYS  Health  Dept,  will  discuss  Lyme  Disease. 

He  will  present  valuable  information  for  those  active  outdoors. 

A  special  slide  presentation  from  the  National  Blue  Bird  Association 
will  be  followed  by  a  Blue  Bird  Nest  Box  program. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

******** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 
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THE  MONTH 


WEATHER:  For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  weather  disappointed  you 

dreamers  of  a  white  Christmas.  December's  snowfall  of  10.8 
inches  was  12.0  inches  below  normal  and  our  rainfall  of  2.15 
inches  was  1.27  inches  below  normal.  The  warm  weather  with 
highs  ranging  up  to  51°  (F)  during  the  first  ten  days  of  the 
month,  with  bright  sunny  skies  gave  way  to  a  record  low  temper¬ 
ature  of  -9°(F)  as  an  Arctic  cold  wave  quickly  descended  plung¬ 
ing  Lake  Erie's  temperature  from  43°(F)  to  38°(F)  in  six  days. 
Late  spring-like  conditions  returned  during  Christmas  week 
with  temperatures  hitting  52 ° ( F )  on  the  23rd.  The  first  lake- 
effect  snow  storm  snarled  traffic  on  the  29th  but  temperatures 
bounced  back  above  freezing  by  the  31st.  December's  average 
high  temperature  was  36. 9°  (F)  as  compared  with  the  normal  high 
temperature  of  35° (F).  December's  average  low  temperature 
was  23.1°(F)  which  was  .6  degrees  higher  than  the  average  22.5° 
(F).  Lake  Erie's  temperature  dropped  from  44° (F)  on  the  1st 
to  35°  (F)  and  holding  steady  from  the  29th  to  the  31st.  The 
result  was  a  surprising  number  of  Passerines  remained  in  our 
area  throughout  the  month. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Gordon  Bellerby  spotted  two  Red-throated  Loons  at 

Niagara-on-the-Lake  on  December  27th.  For  the  second  year 
in  a  row,  observers  found  Brant  throughout  the  region  from 
the  3rd  to  the  26th,  with  Harper,  Rising,  Bellerby,  Burch, 
Galas,  and  Mosher  all  reporting  sightings.  The  King  Eider 
remained  in  residence  at  Niagara  Falls.  Accipiters  found  the 
weather  to  their  liking  with  nine  reports  of  a  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  and  six  reports  of  a  Cooper's  Hawk  throughout  the  region. 
Observers  located  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  the  Adam  Beck 
station  and  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  and  a  Black-legged  Kitti- 
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wake  at  Fort  Erie  and  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  with  D'Anna,  Potter, 
Watson,  Galas,  Rising,  Harper,  and  Yoerg  reporting  sightings. 
Galas  observed  a  Red-headed  Woodpecker  at  Fort  Niagara  on  the 
26th.  Eaton  documented  a  Northern  Raven  in  Carrollton  Township 
on  the  8th.  The  Barbers  found  a  Bluebird  in  Eden  on  the  31st. 
Other  observers  reported  a  Hermit  Thrush  on  that  same  date 
in  Sheridan  and  Lake  Erie  State  Park.  The  Moshers  reported 
that  a  colony  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  again  appeared  to  be 
over-wintering  at  Lake  Erie  State  Park.  All  three  icterids 
were  seen  at  different  times  throughout  the  month'.  Sparrow 
observations  included  Harper's  Chipping  Sparrow  at  a  feeder 
in  Darien  on  the  4th  and  Watson's  three  Field  Sparrows  at  Times 
Beach  on  the  24th. 

Our  statisticians  reviewed  the  verification  reports  and  added 
a  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  from  an  identifiable  photograph 
obtained  on  Horton  Road  in  Chautauqua  County.  This  record 
is  the  first  ever  for  our  study  area.  Alex  Human's  Swainson's 
Warbler  at  Tifft  on  September  5th  and  the  Pellitier's  American 
White  Pelican  in  Newfane  comprise  additional  new  species  accept- 
eed  for  the  year.  BOS  observers  reported  282  different  species 
in  1988. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


DECEMBER  1988  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  lasst  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-throated  Loon 

27 

2 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1-31 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.&Sr.,  Moshers 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

17 

1 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Watson 

20-31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr . &Sr ., Moshers 

Mute  Swan 

24 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Brant 

3 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Harper,  Burch(BAS) 

5 

1 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

26 

1 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Galas  et  al 

21 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Canada  Goose 

11 

100 

over  Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Wood  Duck 

26 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Sr. 

31 

2 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Gula  Jr. 

Canvasback 

3 

2000 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Burch , Harper ( BAS ) 

Redhead 

26 

120 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Galas  et  al 

King  Eider 

3-30 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

26 

l(shot  by 

hunter ) Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.  &  Sr. 
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Name  of  Bird 

December 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Black  Scoter 

4 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Burch  ( BOS ) 

Hooded  Merganser 

28 

2 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

21 

2 ( ad. ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Burch  et  al 

31 

1 ( subad. ) 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Duncan 

Northern  Harrier 

10,23 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

9  reports 

from  throughout  the  region,  Dec.  4 

-27. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

6  reports 

from  throughout  the  region,  Dec.  3 

-31. 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

31 

2 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Mosher ,  Mahoney 

31 

2 

Villenova  Twp. 

Mosher ,  Mahoney 

31 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

31 

3 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Duncan 

31 

4 

Charlotte  Twp. 

D' Anna  ,  Potter 

American  Coot 

1-31 

50 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr . &Sr . 

27 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Galas 

Killdeer 

3 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Burch ( BOS ) 

6 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

Dunlin 

1-6 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr.,Flory  et  al 

Little  Gull 

28 

5 

Niagara -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

29 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

29 

5000( est . ) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Max.  count  away  from  the  Niagara  River. 

Iceland  Gull 

10  reports  from  the 

Niagara  River,  Dec.  3- 

31. 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Watson , Galas , Rising 

10,26 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

26 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Galas  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

4 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Burch ( BOS  ) 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

Bl.-leg.  Kittiwake 

3 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D' Anna , Watson , Galas , Rising 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Har per ( BAS ) 

3,7 

1,1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Yoerg 

27 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas 

Snowy  Owl 

6 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gula  Jr. 

8 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Burch 

24 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

27 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Ga  las 

Long-eared  Owl 

31 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Duncan 

Short-eared  Owl 

26 

2 

Niagara  Airport,  Ont 

.  Bellerby 

31 

2 

Stockton  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

31 

12-15 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Duncan 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

26 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Galas  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

11 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Galas 

26 

2 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Galas  et  al 

27 

1 

Niagara -on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Northern  Raven 

8 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1,21 

4,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr  ick 

7,8 

1,1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

4  scattered  reports , 

Dec .  1-31. 
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Name  of  Bird  December  Number 

Location 

Observers 

Eastern  Bluebird 

31 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

W&M  Barber 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Gula  Jr. 

31 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Gula  Sr. ,Sanden 

31 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Flory , Goetz 

N.  Mockingbird 

1-31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

17 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

4  other  reports 

from 

the  Niagara  R.  &  Lake  Ont .  Plain,  Dec.  1-31. 

Brown  Thrasher 

24 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

. Watson 

Northern  Shrike 

21,22 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

R is ing,Gh las , Burch  et  al 

26 

1 

Dunkirk 

Gula  Jr.&Sr . 

31 

1 

Villenova  Twp. 

Mosher , Mahoney 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

30 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

31 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Gula  Sr . , Sanden 

31 

1 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

Chipping  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Darien ( f ) 

Harper 

Field  Sparrow 

24 

3 

Times  Beach, Bflo 

Watson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

26,31 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

Snow  Bunting 

2,9 

15,50 

Java  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

11 

8 

Wilson  Twp. 

Ga  las 

31 

500 

Charlotte  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Red-w.  Blackbird  5  reports  from 

Dec .  4-31. 

north 

of  Buffalo,  Pomfret 

Twp.,  &  Amity  Lake, 

Common  Grackle 

3-24 

1-2 

Tona wanda 

Watson 

20 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pit  zr ick 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

15,26  150,85 

Depew 

W&M  Barber 

Max . 

count  -  5 

other 

reports,  Dec.  3-31. 

Purple  Finch 

15-31 

1 

Dar ien ( f ) 

Harper 

31 

1 

Scio 

Pit  zr ick 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

1 

Wales ( f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

10 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

pr  e  v 

iously  recorded. 

. 279 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue. 

(addenda  ). .  3 

Tota 1  for  yea  r . 

ADDENDA 


1987 


Gyrf alcon 


Nov.  12 


1  Somerset  Twp. 
1988 


Schnel 1 


*  American  White  Pelican  May  2  5 

Eurasian  Wigeon  Mar  31 

Ruddy  Duck  Apr  21 

Lsr.  Bl. -backed  Gull  Nov  20 

Acadian  Flycatcher  June  12 

*Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  June  4 

(identifiable  photograph; 
first  record  for  B.O.S. 
Common  Raven  Nov.  18,22,23,29 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Horton  Road, 
Study  Area ) 
1-2 


Newfane  Twp. 

Tifft  Farm  NP 
Delaware  Park  Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Allegany  SP 
Ellicott  Twp. 
Chautauqua  Co.; 

Carrollton  Twp. 


Pelletier  et  al 

Yoerg  et  al 

Humann 

Bryant 

Yoerg  et  al 

Kibler  et  al 


Eaton 
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Addenda,  cont . 


Name  of  Bird 

Date 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

May 

8 

1 

Pt .  Gratiot 

D.  &  D.  Suggs 

White-eyed  Vireo 

July 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Gula ,  Jr. 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

June 

6 

1 

Alleqany  SP 

Sundell  et  al 

June 

12 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Rising  et  al 

*Swainson's  Warbler 

Sept 

.  5 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Humann 

Pine  Siskin 

July 

2_4 

2 

North  Tonawanda 

Clemesha  ,  Lau: 

******** 


Statisticians'  Note 

In  1988  Trumpeter  Swans  Cygnus  buccinator  were  observed  in  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  Study  Area  (one  immature  24  January  -  28  February,  1  and 
26  March,  Niagara  River,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  Canada;  two  adults  21-25  December, 
Dunkirk  Harbor)  and  five  verification  reports,  including  two  photographs,  were  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  sightings.  The  immature  bird  was  not  marked,  but  the  adults  possessed 
both  patagial  (wing)  tags  (nos.  86  &  87)  and  leg  bands. 

Harry  G.  Lumsden,  of  the  Wildlife  Research  Section,  Ontario  Ministry  of 
Natural  Resources  ,  informed  us  about  the  ongoing  Trumpeter  Swan  Restoration  Program 
in  Ontario  and  stated  that  the  two  tagged  birds  were  raised  in  captivity  by  their 
own  parents  in  1987  and  were  released  with  six  wild  caught  Trumpeter  Swans  at  Long 
Point,  Ontario,  on  Lake  Erie  in  March  1988.  We  have  no  information  on  the  origin 
of  the  unmarked  immature  Trumpeter  Swan  seen  at  Fort  Erie. 

Trumpeter  Swans  formerly  bred  east  at  least  to  James  Bay  and  probably 
Quebec  in  Canada,  and  in  the  United  States  to  Indiana.  They  wintered  east  to  the 
Atlantic  coast,  although  Bull  (Birds  of  New  York  State  1974)  stated  that  no  definite 
proof  exists  for  this.  The  Trumpeter  Swan's  present  disjunct  range  is  only  a  vestige 
of  the  once  larger  area  of  North  America  that  it  previously  inhabited  (American 
Ornithologists'  Union  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds  1983;  Bellrose  1976). 

Mitchell  and  Beardslee  (1965)  placed  the  species  on  the  hypothetical  list 
for  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  based  on  a  specimen  reported  in  the  late  19th  century 
but  which  they  were  not  able  to  locate.  In  addition  to  the  Ontario  program,  attempts 
to  establish  this  swan  as  a  breeder  are  being  made  in  several  north-central  states. 
Avicultur ists  also  possess  and  raise  the  Trumpeter  Swan. 

Considering  this  situation  and  the  fact  that  Trumpeter  Swans  have  not 
so  far  been  established  in  these  new  locations  for  any  extended  length  of  time, 
it  seems  best  to  continue  to  monitor  developments  and  document  their  occurrence 
in  he  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Study  Area,  but  at  present  not  to  consider 
the  species  as  an  official  addition  to  the  list  of  species  for  the  Area. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
Frances  M.  Rew 


******** 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  Sixtieth  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  varied  weather.  It  was  windy  and  cold 
in  the  morning  and  colder  and  snowy  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  47  participants 
in  the  Buffalo  circle.  Seventy-two  species  were  counted;  52,780  individuals  were 
reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  60th  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below: 


Date : 


December  18,  1988 


Area : 


Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River 
and  adjacent  territory  -  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie 
and  Buffalo. 


Weather:  Morning  partly  cloudy,  the  afternoon  was  partly  cloudy  with  light  snow. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  19° (F)  to  an  afternoon 
high  of  20° (F),  with  winds  from  the  W-SW  at  9-12  mph .  The  Niagara 
River  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  about  two  inches. 


Coverage : 


Forty-seven  observers  in  18  parties  made  observations  from  6:00  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were  130  (57  on  foot  and  81  by  car),  plus  5 
hours  at  feeders  and  4.5  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were  791  (62  on  foot 
and  729  by  car ) . 


Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 


A.  Canada: 


Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle,  Joseph 
Thill.  39  species;  6184  individuals. 


B.  Canada: 


Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Barbara 
Byron,  Ruth  Moleski.  35  species;  2314  individuals. 


C.  Canada: 


Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road. 
Wavel  Barber,  Maxine  Barber,  Arthur  Schaffner.  26  species,  1570 
individuals . 


D.  Canada: 


Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  wesst 
to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Ellen 
Schopp.  37  species;  3522  individuals. 


E.  Canada: 


Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and 
Niagara  River.  Harold  Axtell,  Blayne  Farnan,  Drew  Campbell,  Robert 
Sommerville,  Gary  Novosel.  41  species;  3223  individuals. 


F.  Niagara 
Falls: 


Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.  Pine  Ave .  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara 
River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road. 

Ed  Crohn,  Karen  Renning,  Harriet  &  Walter  Klabunde ,  Roberta  McDonald. 
33  species;  14,686  individuals. 
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Report  of  the 

60th  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 

G.  North 

Tona wanda : 

Military  Rd.  southwest  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 
northeast  to  area  boundary.  Willie  D'Anna,  Anna  Bauer,  Dick  Collins, 
Betsy  Potter,  Don  Roberson.  40  species;  2984  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda: 

Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y. State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  Mike  Galas,  Bruce  Johnson,  Ronald  Lange, 
Gerald  Rising,  Dorothy  Watson,  William  Watson.  39  species; 

3805  individuals. 

J.  Buffalo: 

Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara 

River.  Chuck  Rosenburg.  28  species;  5699  individuals. 

K.  Grand 

Island: 

West  of  Stony  Point  Rd. ,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara 
River.  Kathy  Hentz.  33  species;  1016  individuals. 

L.  Grand 

Island: 

Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stony  Point  Rd. 
west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch.  31  species;  1359  individuals 

M.  Grand 

East  of  Stony  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara 

Island: 

River.  Mike  Zebehazy,  Tom  Harper.  37  species;  1086  individuals. 

N.  Grand 

Island: 

Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  Niagara 
River.  Robert  Brock,  David  Cooper.  32  species;  756  individuals. 

0.  Grand 

Island: 

Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the 

Niagara  River.  Julia  Wells.  17  species;  457  individuals. 

P.  Grand 

Island: 

Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Merle  Malone,  Pat  Martin, 
David  Burnns .  40  species;  3002  individuals. 

Q.  Grand 

Island: 

South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Bogacki,  Dick 
Christensen.  35  species;  2091  individuals. 

Species  Recorded;  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  letters  in  parentheses 

indicate  the  territories  where  the  birds  were  found,  in  those 
cases  where  they  were  reported  from  three  or  fewer  territories. 

Horned  Grebe  -  1  (J)  Redhead  -  94 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  5  Greater  Scaup  -  606 

Tundra  Swan  -  3  (Q)  Lesser  Scaup  -  18 

Mute  Swan  -  1  ( J ) 

Canada  Goose  -  1437  Highest  ever  Oldsquaw  -  1(D) 

Am.  Black  Duck  -  352  Common  Goldeneye  -  2390 

Mallard  -  3005  Highest  ever  Bufflehead  -  449 

N.  Pintail  -  6  (K)(N)  Hooded  Merganser  -  14 


Ga  dwa 11  - 

42  (A) 

Common  Merganser  -  3307 

American  Wigeon  -  16  (A)(F)(P)  Red-breasted  Merganser  -  97 

Canvasback  -  4736  Ruddy  Duck  -  1 ( Q )  3rd  time  in  12  years. 
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Report  of  the  60th  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count, 
Northern  Harrier  -  5 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk  -  6  (  C  )  (  E  )  (  G  )Highest  ever 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  4 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  87 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3  (E) 

Am.  Kestrel  -  39 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  6(J) 

Ruffed  Grouse  -  1(C) 

Am.  Cout  -  1(D) 

Bonaparte's  Gull  -  5391 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  6233 
Herring  Gull  -  4291 

Guaucous  Gull  -  2(E)(M) 

Great  Black-bk.  Gull  -  235 
Gull,  sp.  -  220 

Rock  Dove  -  2049  Highest  ever 
Mourning  Dove  -  520 
Screech  Owl  -  20 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  17 
Snowy  Owl  -  1(G) 

Long-eared  Owl  -  12(B)  (E) 
owl ,  sp .  -  1 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  5 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  5  Highest  ever 
Downy  Wdpkr.  -  106 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  8 


cont . 

No.  (Yel.  sh. )  Flicker  -  18 
Blue  Jay  -  321 
Am.  Crow  -  392 

Black-capped  Chickadee  -  433 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  2(N) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  9 

White-br.  Nuthatch  ,-  35 
Brown  Creeper  -  9 

Carolina  Wren  -  3  (  A )  (  E  )  (  P  )  Highest  in  13  years 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  15(E)(N)(P) 

Am.  Robin  -  140 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  31 
N.  Shrike  -  4 

European  Starling  -  11,572 
N.  Cardinal  -  279  Highest  ever 
Am.  Tree  Sparrow  -  451 
Song  Sparrow  -  24 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  6  (  C  )  ( Q  )  Highest  in  18  years 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  43 
Dark-eyed  Junco  -  164 

Red-w.  Blackbird  -  105  Highest  in  9  years 

Common  Grackle  -  4  (G)(H) 

Br.-head.  Cowbird  -  193  Tied  highest  ever  w/  1987 
Purple  Finch  -  2(E) 

House  Finch  -  477  Highest  ever 
Am.  Goldfinch  -  123 
House  Sparrow  -  2076 

Compiler  -  William  Bogacki 


******** 

1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

March  25:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  BOS  trip. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza.  Leader:  Doug  Happ 

( 833-1044 ) . 

April  9:  Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count. 

April  16:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont .  The  Beamer  Conservation  Area 

is  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  QEW ,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Meet  at 
8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  ( Hwy  62),  or  go  directly  to  Beamer. 


-8- 


Vol.  55,  No.  1  "Field  Trips", 


Meetings 


Field  Trips,  cont. 

April  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS .  Meet 

at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30 
a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (655-4777) 
and  Bob  Spahn  ( GOS ) . 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December  at  8:00  p.m.  Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be 
held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd. ) ,  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot,  upstairs  to  the  3rd  landing,  and  use  the  door  to  the 
lef  t . 

The  Society  has  agreed  to  use  the  following  two  radio  stations  to  air  the  cancellation 
of  a  meeting  because  of  hazardous  weather: 

WGR  55  AM 
WBEN  930  AM 

******** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 
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THE  MONTH 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  members  recorded 
over  one  hundred  species  during  January.  Our  reporters  provided  our  compiler  with 
their  observations  from  the  first  to  the  31st  for  a  total  of  113  species.  For 
the  second  year  in  a  row.  Great  Blue  Heron  lingered  during  the  winter.  Galas, 
Watson  and  others  reported  Tundra  Swan  at  Point  Abino  on  the  14th.  Rew  and  many 
others  observed  the  Brant  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  throughout  the  month.  The  mild  winter 
with  ice -free  shorelines  on  both  the  lakes  and  the  Niagara  River  provided  food 
for  all  our  puddle  ducks  except  the  Blue-winged  Teal.  While  the  mild  winter  is 
notable  for  the  scarcity  of  northern  finches  and  Rough-legged  Hawks,  it  compensated 
for  the  loss  with  overwintering  Harriers,  Accipiters  and  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
in  Sheridan  Township.  Cohen,  Rising,  Galas  and  Collins  reported  a  Killdeer  on 
Goat  Island  during  the  month.  Galas,  Rising  and  Collins  also  located  an  early 
Common  Snipe  in  Towerville  on  the  28th.  Our  Laridae-conscious  membership  reported 
Little,  Iceland,  and  Glaucous  Gulls  throughout  the  month.  Galas  also  observed 
two  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at  Adam  Beck  Hydro  on  the  first.  The  factors  affect¬ 
ing  the  finches  did  not  prevent  Snowy  Owls  from  visiting  the  area  in  number.  Our 
members  reported  seven  different  Owl  species  in  January.  Don  Endres  observation 
of  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  at  Lakeside  Beach  State  Park  highlighted  the  six  species 
of  Picidae  reported  for  the  month.  The  members'  reports  of  Tufted  Titmouse,  when 
compared  with  those  of  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  and  Mockingbird,  suggest  the  Mocking¬ 
bird  has  been  more  successful  in  our  area  than  those  other  two  Carolinian  birds. 
Gordon  Bellerby  distinguished  a  Bohemian  Waxwing  among  the  Cedar  Waxwings  he  obser¬ 
ved  in  St  Catherine's  on  the  14  th.  The  mild  winter  weather  also  permitted  our 
four  common  blackbirds  to  remain  in  the  territory  during  January. 


UNOFFICIAL  SIGHTINGS:  A  comparison  between  Dial-a-bird  and  our  of¬ 
ficial  reports  for  January,  1989  demonstrates  the  value  and  quality  the  BOS  statis¬ 
ticians  provide  to  our  records.  Dial-a-bird  reports  several  sightings  of  Thayer's 
Gull,  an  overflight  of  a  Northern  Goshawk,  possible  blue  morph  Snow  Geese  and  a 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak.  Please  remember  to  submit  verification  reports  for  unusual 
and  out-of-season  birds.  On  the  interesting  variant  side,  Dial-a-bird  reported 
a  melanistic  Red-tailed  Hawk  at  Iroquois  and  an  albino  Housefinch  in  Kenmore ,  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  into  its  fifth  year. 
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Vol.  55,  No.  2  "The  Month"  cont.  and  "Noteworthy  Records" 


( 

G.  Bellerby 
R.  Collins , 
D.  Collins , 
Sommerville 


MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  B.  Andrle,  H.  Axtell ,  W.  &  M. 
B.  Bogacki ,  E.  Brooks,  B.  Burch,  D.  &  L.  Burton,  D.  Roberson,  K 
W.  D'Anna,  B.  Potter,  J.  DiDomenico,  D.  Endres ,  M.  Galas,  G. 
T.  Harper,  W.  &  H.  Klabunde ,  T.  Mosher,  V.  &  R.  Pitzrick,  F. 
and  B.  Watson  for  your  field  reports. 


Barber , 
.  Cohen , 
Rising , 
Rew,  R. 


Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

******** 


JANUARY  1989  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names. 

dates  or  localities 

indicate  that 

an  acceptable. 

de  t  a  i  1  e  d 

written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 

Guide  to  Birds 

of  Western 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 

1  ( B. 0. S  . 

1  9  84  )  has  been 

i  received 

and  placed  in  the  permanent 

files  of  the 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  _ 

Indicates 

first  record  for  the  year. 

F 

Indicates 

first  record  for  the  migration. 

L 

Indicates 

last  record 

for  the  migration. 

(  f  )  - 

Indicates 

record  from 

feeding  station. 

PDBA  - 

Indicates 

previously 

documented  breeding 

area  . 

Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-thr.  Loon 

1 

1 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Galas,  Collins  et  al 

Common  Loon 

1-8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

Galas,  Watson  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1-28 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas,  Cohen  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

31 

1 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Watson,  Rising 

D. -crest.  Cormorant  24 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Burch  ( EABC ) 

29 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Galas  et  al 

Great  Blue  Heron 

7  reports 

from  the  Niagara  R.  &  Allegany  Co., 

Jan.  1-28. 

Tundra  Swan 

14 

3 

Point  Abino ,  Ont. 

Galas ,  Watson  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

1,2 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 

9-31 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville , many  obsi 

Snow  Goose 

15 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Galas,  Rising,  Burch 

Brant 

1,7,22,28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas  ,  Ris ing 

Rew  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

29 

515 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cohen  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

7-22 

1-2 

Cassada ga 

Galas ,  Rew  et  al 

14 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Burch,  Wendling 

Green-w.  Teal 

14,23 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Axtell 

Mallard 

14 

1135 

Williamsville 

Burch,  Wendling 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

21 

1 

Goat  Island 

Galas  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Redhead 

1-31 

105 

Willoughby  Twp., Ont. 

Axtell  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Galas  ,  Collins 

Ler  :  Scaup 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Axtell 

King  Eider 

1-24 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

White-w.  Scoter 

22 

48 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Max.  count-5  other  reports  from  L.  Ontario  &  Dunkirk  H. ,  Jan. 4-21. 
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Vol.  55,  No.  2  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

reports 

from  Dunkirk  H. 

,  Niagara  R.  ,  and 

L.  Ontario,  Jan.  1-29. 

Common  Merganser 

7 

2500 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

7 

1  ad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  D'Aloisio 

29 

1  ad. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Northern  Harrier 

7 

reports 

from  the  L.  Ont 

. .  plain  &  Iroquois 

NWR 

,  Jan.  1-30. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

10 

reports 

throughout  the 

region,  Jan.  1-29. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

14 

reports 

from  throughout 

the  region,  Jan. 

1-28 

. 

Red-should.  Hawk 

7,26,28 

2,2,1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Galas ,Rising,Rew 

et  < 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

8, 

21,28,29 

5, 6, 4, 5 

Chautauqua  Co. 

Rew 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

• 

Cohen  et  al 

10 

other  reports  from  Chautauqua  &  Allegany 

Co.  ' 

s,  Jan.  5-28. 

American  Kestrel 

15 

14 

Olcott-Pt.  Breeze 

W&M  Barber 

2-29 

11 

Chautauqua  Co. 

Rew 

American  Coot 

1,2 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Galas , Watson, fferper  et  al 

14 

30 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Cohen  et  al 

Killdeer 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Cohen  et  al 

18,21 

1 

Goat  Island 

Rising,  Ch  las ,Collins 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1-25 

1-7 

Niagara  Falls 

Many  Observers 

Common  Snipe 

28 

1 

Towerville 

Galas,  Collins 

Little  Gull 

1-28 

1-3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Many  observers 

2 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas , Collins  et 

al 

27 

6 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

9,27 

4500,119 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

1-28 

1-4 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Many  observers 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

Galas  et  al 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Galas  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

10 

reports 

from  the  Niagara  R. ,  Jan.  2-28. 

Snowy  Owl 

7 

reports 

from  Buffalo, 

Niagara-on-the-Lake ,  & 

Wheatfield,  Jan. 

1-3 

Long-eared  Owl 

1,21 

6,1 

Porter  Twp. 

Collins,  Galas  et 

al 

Short-eared  Owl 

1,2 

5,1 

Porter  Twp. 

Galas , Collins  et 

al 

1,7,21 

1,2,1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

W&M  Klabunde 

30 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson,  Burch 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

22 

1 ( road-kill ) 

Wilson  Twp. 

D' Anna , Watson  et 

al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

29 

4 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

21 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

6  other  reports  from  the  L.  Ont .  plain,  Jan.  1-22. 


Horned  Lark 

21 

200 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

7-31 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr ick 

21 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

29 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

21 

11 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

1,28 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Galas  , Collins 

1,28 

1 

Canadaway  Cr .  NS 

Galas  , Collins 

1-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont. 

Axtell 

Winter  Wren 

21 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Di Domenico 

Eastern  Bluebird 

21 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr ick 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Watson  et  al 

American  Robin 

29 

100 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas  et  al 

Gray  Catbird 

12 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Bogacki 

N.  Mockingbird 

1-31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

7,28 

3,1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

10  other  reports 

from 

the  L.  Ont.  plain  &  Niagara  R.,Jan.  1-2 
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Name  of  Bird 

January 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Harper 

7-21 

1 

Tona wanda ( f ) 

Watson  et  al 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

14 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Cedar  Waxwing 

14 

75 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Max.  count 

-6 

other  reports  throughout  the  region,  Jan.  2-21. 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

W&M  Barber 

21 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

28 

1 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

D' Anna 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas  et  al 

29 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Galas  et  al 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

13,16 

3-4,5 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

22 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

27,28 

5,3 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Rising, Galas  et  al 

Northern  Cardinal 

1-31 

56 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont. 

Axtell 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

6-21 

1 

Dar ien( f ) 

Harper 

Swamp  Sparrow 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

21 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Di Domenico 

22 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Galas  , Collins  et  al 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

28 

1 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

1 

Youngstown 

Cohen  et  al 

21 

2 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

Galas , Collins  et  al 

22 

5 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

22 

2 

Hartland  Twp 

D'Anna  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

6 

Youngstown 

Cohen  et  al 

7,22 

75,200 

Barre  Twp. 

Endres 

21 

1 

Ridgeway  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

22 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

28 

150 

Pt .  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

D'Anna 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

7 

3 

Scio 

Pit zr ick 

8  other  reports  from  the 

Niagara  R.  vicinity 

&  Iroquois  NWR,  Jan.l- 

Rusty  Blackbird 

5-7 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

12-29 

1-4 

Tona wanda ( f ) 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

Common  Grackle 

7 

1 

Niagara  County 

Roberson 

11 

2 

Tona wanda 

Watson , Galas 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas  et  al 

29 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp.(f) 

D' Anna 

31 

2 

Pomfret  Twp .(f) 

Moshers 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

8 

90 

Wheatfield  Twp.(f) 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

Max.  count- 

10 

other  reports  Jan.  1-31. 

Purple  Finch 

5  reports  from  throughout  the  region,  Jan.  1- 

31. 

Pine  Siskin 

7 

3 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Rew , Buck 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2,27 

7,2 

Wethersfield  Twp.(f) 

Galas, Rising  et  al 

29 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 113 

Total  for  year . 113 
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Vol.  55,  No.  2  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont . 


Other  species  reported  in  January:  Amer.  Black  Duck,  Gadwall ,  Amer.  Wigeon,  Canvas- 
back,  Greater  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Red-br.  Merganser, 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  Ring-n.  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Ring-b.  Gull,  Herring 
Gull,  Great  Black-b.  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech  Owl,  Gr.  Horned 
Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Downy  Wdpkr.,  Hairy  Wdpkr.,  N.  Flicker,  Pileated 
Wdpkr.,  Blue  Jay,  Amer.  Crow,  Bl.-cap.  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper, 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Eur .  Starling,  Amer.  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-thr. 
Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch,  Amer.  Goldfinch,  House  Sparrow. 

******** 

Statisticians'  Note 


For  the  information  of  our  members  we  reprint  that  portion  of  a  previous 
Statisticians'  Note  from  The  Prothonotary  Vo.  39:31-32,  1973,  concerning  the  form 

now  considered  Thayer's  Gull  Larus  thayeri  by  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union 
(Check-list  of  North  American  Birds  1983). 

"In  the  October  1955  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  (21:79-85),  Robert  D.  Cog- 
geshall's  article  entitled  "That  Queer  Gull",  presented  a  discussion  of  "Thayer's" 
Gull  ( Larus  argentatus  thayeri )  and  its  relationship  to  other  northern  gulls. 

In  1969  Robert  F.  Andrle  published  a  paper  in  The  Auk  (86:106-109)  describing  five 
L.  a.  thayeri  specimens  secured  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  This  gull  has 
been  noted  here  as  early  as  1945  when  Harold  D.  Mitchell  collected  a  specimen  on 
the  Buffalo  waterfront.  In  fall  and  winter  during  the  last  several  years  local 
birders  have  reported  seeing  gulls  which  they  thought  were  this  form,  particularly 
in  the  Niagara  River  gorge  about  the  hydroelectric  plants  upstream  from  Lewiston. 
The  1957  A.O.U.  Check-List  treats  "Thayer's"  Gull  as  a  subspecies  of  the  Herring 
Gull.  Subsequently,  evidence  from  the  Arctic  has  led  Smith  (Ornithological  Mono¬ 
graphs,  No.  4,  A.O.U. ,  1966)  to  consider  it  a  full  species. 

The  current  B.O.S.  Date  Guide  (1965)  in  its  Changes  and  Additions,  Octo¬ 
ber  1970,  lists  L.  a.  thayeri  as  requiring  a  verification  write-up  at  all  times. 
This  gull  is  sometimes  identifiable  with  certainty  in  the  field  in  this  region, 
but  under  present  policy  verification  write-ups  for  observations  of  it  are  not 
being  considered  for  possible  acceptance  and  publication.  The  basic  reasons  for 
this  are  that  certain  important  characters  of  this  form  are  not  usually  discernible 
in  the  field  and  its  plumage  and  soft  part  color  variability  introduces  elements 
into  verification  write-ups  that  the  Statisticians  believe  perclude  them  from  mak¬ 
ing  reasonably  certain  judgments  on  reports.  Despite  this  problem,  however,  obser¬ 
vers  are  encouraged  to  send  in  their  sightings  with  written  verifications,  of  birds 
which  they  think  are  L.  a.  thayeri .  These,  as  are  all  records,  will  be  incorpor¬ 
ated  in  the  Society's  files  and  will  help  to  accumulate  a  body  of  sight  record 
information  that  may  be  of  value  in  regard  to  future  study  and  occurrence  of  this 
form. " 


Since  this  gull  was  first  described  by  Brooks  in  1915  as  Larus  thayeri , 
its  relationships  and  identification  have  been  discussed  in  a  number  of  published 
papers.  We  call  your  attention  to  The  Birds  of  Canada  (2nd  edition  1986)  pp.  262- 
263  ,  figs.  63  &  64,  plate  36  by  W.  E.  Godfrey,  who  mentions  the  most  recent  field 
research  on  the  form,  discusses  and  illustrates  some  of  its  characters  and  plumages, 
and  concludes  that  it  is  a  subspecies,  Larus  glaucoides  thayeri ,  of  the  Iceland 
Gull  based  on  interbreeding  among  phenotypes  of  thayeri  and  kumlieni  in  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Arctic. 
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Thayer's  Gull,  cont. 

Especially  pertinent  is  Godfrey's  statement  that  there  is  "abundant  speci¬ 
men  evidence  from  widely  separated  localities  that  colour  and  pattern  differen¬ 
ces  between  thayeri  and  kumlieni  are  completely  bridged  by  individual  variation." 
This  reinforces  our  previous  views  on  the  subject  and  supports  our  continuing  pol¬ 
icy  on  verification  of  sight  records. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
Frances  M.  Rew 


******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  January  1989  Waterfowl  Count 

Summarized  below  is  the  result  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Waterfowl  Count 
in  Region  #1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  The  count  was  sche¬ 
duled  for  the  period  January  14,  through  January  21,  1989.  January  15th  was  select¬ 
ed  as  the  target  date. 


Results  of  the  counts  in  all  regions 
in  the  Kingbird. 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

3 

Mute  Swan 

1 

Snow  Goose 

1 

Canada  Goose 

1,405 

Wood  Duck 

2 

American  Black  Duck 

507 

Mallard 

4,522 

Northern  Pintail 

13 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

40 

American  Wigeon 

18 

Canvasback 

1,277 

Redhead 

136 

Greater  Scaup 

2,417 

Lesser  Scaup 

52 

King  Eider 

1 

Oldsquaw 

4 , 528 

White-winged  Scoter 

43 

Common  Goldeneye 

1,911 

Buf f lehead 

233 

Hooded  Merganser 

15 

Common  Merganser 

2 ,150 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

29 

American  Coot 

62 

Total 

19,366 

Number  of  Species 

23 

of  the  Federation  will  be  summarized 


Average 

3rd  time  recorded 
4th  time  recorded 
5th  Highest 
1st  time  in  7  years 
Average  for  15  years 

Only  exceeded  by  '86, '87,  &  '88  counts 
Average 

6th  Highest  in  20  years 

5th  Lowest  in  20  years 

7th  Lowest 

Below  Average 

7th  Highest  in  20  years 

7th  Highest  in  20  years 

3rd  time  recorded  in  20  years 

5th  Highest 

5th  Highest  in  20  years 

Average 

Average 

4th  Highest 

7th  Lowest  in  20  years 
8th  Lowest 
2nd  Highest 

Average 

Average 
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January  1989  Waterfowl  Count,  cont. 

The  following  are  the  areas  covereed  and  the  compilers  for  each  area: 

A  -  Lake  Ontario,  Pt .  Breeze  to  Olcott  -  Wavel  Barber 
B  -  Lake  Ontario,  Olcott  to  Fort  Niagara  -  Walter  Klabunde 
C  -  Fort  Niagara  to  base  of  Falls,  U.S.  side  -  Willie  D'Anna 

D  -  Niagara-on-the-Lake  to  base  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Mike  Zebehazy 
E  -  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  -  Joe  Thill 
F  -  Peace  Bridge  to  rim  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Harold  Axtell 
G  -  Grand  Island  -  Karen  Renning 

H  -  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  South  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek  -  David  Suggs 
I  -  Lake  Erie,  Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  state  line  -  Fran  Rew 
J  -  Jamestown  and  Chautauqua  Lake  -  Robert  Sundell 
K  -  Olean  and  Salamanca  -  Steve  Eaton 
L  -  Allegany  County  -  Lou  Burton 
M  -  Batavia  -  David  Keller 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  areas  -  Don  Fndres ,  Jr. 

0  -  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Odmund  Olsen 
P  -  Towns  of  Amherst  and  Clarence  -  Marie  Wendling 

Q  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  (Buffalo)  -  Ellen  Schopp 
R  -  Buffalo  South  Parks  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Many  thanks  to  the  compilers  and  all  others  that  participated  in  this  project. 


******** 


Wavel  Barber 


1989  Nestbox  Program 

by  Joe  DiDomenico  and  Mike  Galas 

Mike  Galas  and  I  have  talked  on  many  occasions  about  the  nestboxes  we  maintain 
for  cavity  nesters  in  this  area.  As  an  outgrowth  of  these  conversations,  we  have 
decided  to  try  to  promote  this  activity  within  the  BOS  starting  with  the  1989  nest¬ 
ing  season. 

We  are  undertaking  this  project  for  a  number  of  reasons.  First,  the  potential 
help  that  could  be  provided  to  cavity  nesters  in  WNY  is  virtually  unlimited!  While 
birdhouses  are  commonly  seen,  many  aren't  of  any  use  or  are  misplaced.  Second, 
it  is  our  belief  that  the  maintenance  of  these  boxes  has  helped  us  to  gain  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  of  the  individual  species  that  have  used  them,  we  would  hope 
to  share  this  opportunity  with  other  members.  Third,  we  believe  that  a  significant 
amount  of  data  could  be  collected  from  participating  members  that  would  be  instru¬ 
mental  in  increasing  our  overall  knowledge  of  cavity  nesters  in  WNY.  Wood  ducks 
and  Bluebirds  are  probably  the  2  most  sought-after  cavity  nesters  for  which  people 
erect  boxes  in  this  area.  There  are  state  and  national  organizations  which  promote 
and  tabulate  data  on  these  species.  However,  little  if  any  data  is  being  collected 
about  a  number  of  cavity  nesters  which  are  found  in  this  area.  We  are  particularly 
interested  in  data  concerning  chickadees,  nuthatches,  titmice,  wrens,  swallows. 
Screech  owls.  Kestrels,  Purple  Martins,  and  woodpeckers.  Fourth,  and  finally, 
we  believe  that  this  is  a  worthwhile  and  productive  activity  in  which  members  can 
participate  regardless  of  location  and  on  even  the  smallest  scale. 
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1989  Nestbox  Program,  cont. 

We  propose  that  each  member  join  us  in  this  endeavor.  This  participation 
can  take  on  several  forms.  If  you  already  have  nestboxes  in  your  yard  or  elsewhere, 
we  ask  that  you  number  them  and  consider  adding  additional  boxes  as  well.  If  you 
do  not  currently  have  any  nestboxes ,  we  ask  that  you  join  us  and  put  up  at  least 
one  box  for  this  season.  Regardless  of  the  number  of  boxes,  we  would  like  you 
to  follow  these  procedures: 

1.  Complete  a  copy  of  the  Individual  Nestbox  Data  Sheet  (attached  to  the  back 
of  this  newsletter)  for  each  of  your  nestboxes.  Please  photocopy  the  appro¬ 
priate  number  for  your  boxes. 

2.  Moniter  your  box(es)  regularly  during  the  breeding  season  and  record  the 
data  on  each  Individual  Nestbox  Data  Sheet.  These  are  to  be  kept  for 
your  records . 

3.  After  the  1989  nesting  season  is  over,  send  us  a  copy  of  the  1989  Nestbox 
Summary  Sheet  (attached  to  the  back  of  this  newsletter)  by  September  15, 
1989.  We  will  then  collate  the  data  and  report  the  results  to  the  member¬ 
ship  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

We  realize  that  in  order  to  be  of  value,  we  need  a  sufficient  data  base,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  first  year.  Therefore,  each  members'  effort  on  this  behalf  is 
most  appreciated.  We  expect  this  project  to  grow  and  evolve  over  time  as  we  gain 
experience  and  new  insights.  We  would  certainly  welcome  any  suggestions  and  ideas 
for  improvement. 

[  See  following  page  for  Dimensions  of  Birdhouses  and  height  they  should  be  placed 
above  the  ground.  ] 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December  at  8:00  p.m.  Until  further  notice,  meetings  will 
be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd. ) ,  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot,  upstairs  to  the  3rd  landing,  and  use  the  door  to 
the  left. 

April  12: 

April  24 : 

May  10: 

May  24 : 

June  14: 

******** 


A  discussion  of  plans  for  the  BOS  60th  Anniversary  celebration. 

Birdsongs 

Link  Nutting  will  present  slide  program  on  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve. 
To  be  announced. 

Annual  BOS  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie. 
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Dimensions  of  Birdhouses  and  Height  They 
Should  Be  Placed  Above  the  Ground 


Bird 

Inside 

of 

House 

Depth 

of 

House 

Size  of 
Entrance 

Entrance 

Above 

Floor 

Height 

Above 

Ground 

Bewick’s 

Dimensions  in  Inches 

Feet 

Wren 

Carolina 

4x4 

6  to  8 

1 

lto  6 

6  to  10 

Wren 

4x4 

6  to  8 

lVa 

1  to  6 

6  to  10 

Chickadee 

Downy 

4x4 

8  to  10 

lYa 

6  to  8 

6  to  15 

Woodpecker 

4x4 

8  to  10 

1V4 

6  to  8 

6  to  20 

House  Wren 

4x4 

6  to  8 

1 

lto  6 

6  to  10 

Nuthatch 

4x4 

8  to  10 

1V4 

6  to  8 

12  to  20 

Titmouse 

4x4 

8  to  10 

1V4 

6  to  8 

6  to  15 

Bluebird 

5  x  5 

8 

m 

6 

5  to  10 

Tree  Swallow 
Violet-Green 

5  x  5 

6 

1V2 

lto  5 

10  to  15 

Swallow 

Crested 

5  x  5 

6 

1V2 

lto  5 

10  to  15 

Flycatcher 

Golden- 

Fronted 

6  x  6 

8  to  10 

2 

6  to  8 

8  to  20 

Woodpecker 

Hairy 

6  x  6 

12  to  15 

2 

9  to  12 

12  to  20 

Woodpecker 

6  x  6 

12  to  15 

1V2 

9  to  12 

12  to  20 

House  Finch 
Purple 

6  x  6 

6 

2 

4 

8  to  12 

Martin 

Redheaded 

6  x  6 

6 

2vz 

1 

15  to  20 

Woodpecker 

Saw-Whet 

6  x  6 

12  to  15 

2 

9  to  12 

12  to  20 

Owl 

6  x  6 

10  to  12 

2Vz 

8  to  10 

12  to  20 

Starling 

6  x  6 

16  to  18 

2 

14  to  i6 

10  to  25 

Flicker 

7  x  7 

16  to  18 

2Vz 

14  to  16 

6  to  20 

Screech  Owl 
Sparrow 

8x8 

12  to  15 

3 

9  to  12 

10  to  30 

Hawk 

8x8 

12  to  15 

3 

9  to  12 

10  to  30 

Barn  Owl 

10  x  18 

15  to  18 

6 

4 

12  to  18 

Wood  Duck 
SHELF  NESTS 

IOV2  x  lOVfe 

24 

3 

20 

10  to  25 

Barn  Swallow 

6x6 

6 

(A) 

8  to  12 

Phoebe 

6x6 

6 

(A) 

8  to  12 

Robin 

Song 

6  x  8 

8 

(A) 

6  to  15 

Sparrow 

6  x  6 

6 

(B) 

1  to  3 

(A)  One  or  more  sides  open 

(B)  All  sides  open 
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FROM  OUR  MEMBERS 

100  Species  in  Janumy — a  ffirdmg  Odyssey 

When  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas,  and  I  decided  late  in  1988  to  try  for  100  species  in  the  B.O.S.  region  in 
January  1989,  we  little  realized  that  we  had  let  ourselves  in  for  21  days  of  birding,  over  4000  driving  miles,  over  400 
man  hours  in  the  field,  and  still  another  kind  of  trip:  a  roller-coaster  ride  over  emotional  peaks  and  valleys  as  our 
goal  alternately  neared  and  then  receded  into  the  distance.  What  follows  is  a  brief  recounting  and  summary  of  our 
experience  together  with  some  personal  reflections  on  this  effort  and  on  listing  in  general. 

First,  some  chronology.  Although  we  set  ourselves  a  goal  of  70  birds  on  January  1  and  only  listed  64,  this 
was  still  quite  possibly  the  most  important  day  of  the  month  for  us.  We  saw  eight  species  —  Red-throated  Loon, 
Common  Loon,  Mute  Swan,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Thayer's  Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Great  Homed  Owl,  and 
Purple  Finch  —  only  on  this  day,  and  an  additional  six  —  Lesser  Scaup,  King  Eider,  Screech,  Snowy,  and  Short¬ 
eared  Owls,  and  White-throated  Sparrow  —  only  on  the  first  and  second  (when  part  of  the  itinerary  of  the  first  was 
repeated  by  Dick  and  Mike.)  With  three  additional  species  on  the  second  and  eight  more  on  the  seventh  bringing  the 
total  to  75,  the  goal  of  100  seemed  at  least  possible. 

But  then,  of  course,  the  flood  of  new  birds  was  reduced  to  a  trickle.  On  only  three  days  after  this  were  there 
more  than  two  species  added  to  the  total.  Here  are  the  first  dates  for  the  last  29  species: 


Date 

Species 

Total 

Date 

Species 

Total 

8 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

22 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

77 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

10 

Brown  Thrasher 

78 

Swamp  Sparrow 

95 

11 

American  Woodcock 

26 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

Common  Grackle 

80 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

97 

14 

Tundra  Swan 

27 

Yellow -rumped  Warbler 

98 

White-winged  Scoter 

28 

Brown  Creeper 

Great  Blue  Heron 

83 

Common  Snipe 

100 

15 

Blue  Goose 

84 

29 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

18 

Killdeer 

Northern  Shrike 

Purple  Sandpiper 

86 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

103 

20 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

87 

31 

Red-necked  Grebe 

104 

21  Snow  Bunting 

Lapland  Longs  pur 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Northern  Pintail 

Rusty  Blackbird  92 


Notice  the  strange  mix  toward  the  end  of  the  month  of  birds  we  should  have  picked  up  much  earlier  like  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Pheasant,  and  Creeper  together  with  less  expected  birds  like  the  Red-necked  Grebe, 
Cormorant,  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 

The  final  two  weekends  best  illustrate  the  emotional  swings.  Saturday  the  21st  was  spectacular.  Although  we 
couldn’t  find  a  Shrike  in  Oak  Orchard,  we  added  five  birds  to  our  overall  list,  the  Snow  Buntings  and  Longspurs  with 
a  flock  of  Homed  Larks  on  Marshall  Road  northwest  of  Medina,  the  Titmouse  at  a  feeder  just  east  of  Fort  Niagara 
(the  owner  described  the  many  birds  he  had  regularly  at  this  feeder,  throwing  in  for  good  measure,  “and  one  of  them 
big  ravens  too”),  the  Pintail  on  Goat  Island,  and  finally  the  Rusty  Blackbirds  at  dusk  at  Bill  Watson’s  feeder. 

Sunday  then  brought  superb  weather:  warm  and  sunny.  But  not  for  birds.  In  the  morning  we  set  out  with  92 
species  in  hand  and  an  itinerary  with  22  additional  species,  each  with  a  location  noted.  Allan  Benton  of  Fredonia  had 
provided  us  with  his  feeder  census  results,  which  made  up  most  of  our  list.  (We  thought  of  announcing  ourselves  as 
the  bird  police.)  Although  we  finally  did  add  three  species,  only  one,  the  Swamp  Sparrow,  was  among  those  on  our 
schedule!  And,  because  each  of  us  had  missed  birds  others  had  seen,  our  high  individual  count  at  this  time  still  stood 
at  92.  With  only  a  couple  of  birding  days  left  to  us,  our  confidence  slid  into  our  boots. 

The  last  weekend  provided  the  reverse  swing.  On  Saturday  we  drove  over  450  miles  (!),  covering  the  southern 
tier  from  well  west  of  Fredonia  to  Allegany  State  Park,  setting  in  the  process  a  new  low  of  over  200  miles  per  added 
species.  We  started  at  six  and  got  home  just  before  midnight,  the  final  six  hours  and  150  miles  devoted  to  a  futile 
search  for  a  Barred  Owl.  Our  group  total  now  stood  at  100,  but  each  of  us  was  short  several  birds  —  and  exhausted. 
But  then  came  our  last  Sunday.  Our  first  hour  in  the  morning  revived  us:  we  picked  up  the  Cormorant  and  Dick  and 
Mike  the  Pheasant  on  Bird  Island  —  both  birds  found  earlier  by  Peter  Yoerg.  The  Tundra  Swans  were  gone  from 
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Point  Abino,  but  we  added  a  Grackle  to  my  list  on  the  way  back.  Then  north  of  Oak  Orchard  Mike  and  I  scored  100 
with  the  elusive  Shrike,  Dick’s  100  coming  only  on  the  31st  with  a  Purple  Sandpiper.  (He  had  been  out  of  town  for 
the  entire  weekend  of  the  14th.)  Earlier  Don  Endres  had  tried  unsuccessfully  to  lead  us  to  the  Bohemian  Waxwing 
that  he  had  picked  out  of  a  large  flock  of  Cedars  that  same  morning  near  Casey  Road  in  Oak  Orchard,  but  we  were 
now  able  to  follow  his  directions  to  several  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  in  Lake  Erie  State  Park.  The  final  bird, 
number  104,  the  Red-necked  Grebe  on  the  31st,  was  only  frosting  on  the  cake. 

An  examination  of  the  list  at  the  end  of  this  article  will  show  that  we  missed  a  number  of  birds  that  were  seen 
by  others  during  the  month.  While  the  very  mild  weather  certainly  helped  with  half-hardies,  it  cost  us  in  winter 
finches:  despite  all  of  our  birding  in  the  Southern  Tier,  we  were  able  to  dredge  out  only  two  Evening  Grosbeaks,  and 
not  one  Siskin  or  Redpoll  (reported  at  a  very  few  feeders)  to  say  nothing  of  Crossbills  or  Pine  Grosbeak  (all  absent). 
(A  Canadian  birder  told  us  that  the  Muskoka  Christmas  Count,  which  usually  tallies  hundreds  of  Siskins,  this  year 
reported  none  at  all.)  We  also  missed  Green-winged  Teal  and  Shoveler,  both  of  which  we  observed  in  early  February, 
as  well  as  Bald  Eagle,  Goshawk  (despite  several  tries  for  a  bird  in  Sheridan),  Merlin  (repented  on  the  December  31 
Christmas  count  in  Dunkirk),  Kittiwake,  Saw-whet  Owl,  Winter  Wren,  Bluebird,  Hermit  Thrush,  Catbird,  Pine 
Warbler,  Towhee,  and  Northern  Oriole.  We  spent  several  hours  looking  for  this  last  bird  near  the  feeder  at  which  it 
was  reported  in  Dunkirk.  At  one  point  we  thought  we  had  it,  but  the  bird  turned  out  to  be  a  Starling  behind  an 
orange  seed-pod!  On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  our  most  important  (and  threatening)  absentee  was  the  Homed  Grebe.  I 
know  of  none  reported  in  January,  a  remarkable  turn  of  fortune  for  Dunkirk  Harbor  in  particular. 

Well,  we  made  it.  Now  perhaps  it  is  appropriate  to  ask  ourselves  why  we  undertook  the  task  in  the  first  place. 
If  we  had  asked  this  question  earlier,  we  might  not  have  made  the  attempt.  After  all,  100  is  a  mere  notation  artifact 
of  our  decimal  system  and  indirectly  the  number  of  our  fingers.  It  is  also  my  understanding  that  106  is  the  record  for 
a  single  person  in  this  area,  a  record  set  many  years  ago,  and  a  record  we  did  not  challenge. 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  intimately  related  to  the  value  of  "listing”  of  all  types:  life  listing,  year  listing, 
big  day  listing,  and  regional  listing.  These  activities  represent  the  game  side  of  the  hobby  of  birding.  Each  list 
represents  a  personal  challenge,  an  opportunity  to  compete  not  only  against  others  but  also  against  oneself.  Still,  a 
good  argument  for  such  listing  and  this  challenge  in  particular  is  that  it  got  us  out  many  times  in  one  of  the 
toughest  months  of  the  birding  year. 

Of  course  this  is  not  science.  It  is  fair  to  ask  here  how  much  of  most  of  our  birding  is  science.  I  would  feel 
better  about  the  answer  to  this  question  if  I  were  to  read  more  field  notes  in  The  Prothanotery  and  The  Kingbird 
Having  said  that  listing  is  not  science,  however,  I  claim  that  listing  still  has  its  place  and  makes  a  direct 
contribution  to  science.  If  the  Prothonotary  monthly  summaries  of  local  avifauna  are  science  and  I  think  that  they 
are,  our  contributions  to  those  records  were,  by  extension,  science  as  well.  Certainly  some  of  our  records  were 
follow-ups  of  earlier  reports,  but  even  those  represented  a  contribution.  For  example,  we  were  not  able  to  confirm 
many  of  Allen  Benton’s  feeder  reports  —  which  does  not,  of  course,  say  that  they  were  false  reports  —  but  in  one 
spectacular  case  we  did  confirm  Mrs.  Georgina  White’s  report  of  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in  South  Dayton. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  down  side  of  listing  as  well:  the  aspect  of  “dashing  about  without  pause.”  I  would  like 
to  be  able  to  say  that  we  were  not  guilty  of  this,  but  I  know  that  we  did  sometimes  move  on  too  quickly.  In  our 
defense,  I  add,  however,  that  we  never  turned  away  from  an  interesting  observation.  In  one  case,  for  example,  we 
spent  an  extra  ten  minutes  watching  a  Downy  Woodpecker  hiding  perfectly  still  behind  a  wooden  feeder  brace  while  a 
raptor  prowled  the  area. 

All  of  this  still  begs  the  question.  Birding  to  me  is  a  wonderful  hobby  exactly  because  it  includes  such  a  rich 
variety  of  activities:  field  birding  in  all  its  forms,  reading  the  rich  and  varied  ornithological  literature,  enjoying  bird 
art  —  in  paintings,  photographs,  films,  and  decoys  and  other  carving  —  and  also  listing. 

Three  final  comments  are  in  order:  (1)  Much  luck  is  always  involved  in  such  an  endeavor.  This  fourth  in  a  row 
open  January  provided  much  of  our  luck.  I  write  this  in  mid-February  at  the  end  of  a  week  of  bad  weather  that  would 
probably  have  made  impossible  our  achievement  had  it  been  in  early  January.  (2)  If  we  —  or  others  —  are  to  do 
this  another  year,  Christmas  Count  records  should  be  followed  up  intensively  during  the  first  week  of  January.  And 
perhaps  most  important,  (3)  we  record  here  our  thanks  to  so  many  who  helped  us  so  much:  Willy  D’Anna,  Allan 
Benton,  Ray  Budnienski,  Drew  Campbell,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Steve  Eaton,  Joe  Gula  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Bruce  Johnson,  Dave 
and  Marty  Junken,  Terry  Mosher,  Betsy  Potter,  K.  O.  Roy,  Art  Schaffner,  Bob  Sundel,  Bill  Watson,  Peter  Yoerg, 
other  BOS  members  who  gave  us  their  support,  and  perhaps  most  of  all  those  who  have  come  to  be  called  in  today’s 
knowing  world  our  significant  others,  who  usually,  but  not  always,  showed  great  patience.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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January  1989 


Red-throated  Loon 

1 

Common  Loon 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

3,  7,  28 

Red-necked  Grebe 

31 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

29 

Great  Blue  Heron 

14 

21 

Tundra  Swan 

14 

Mute  Swan 

1 

Snow  Goose  (blue  morph) 

15 

Brant 

1 

7,  22,  28 

Canada  Goose 

1 

-30 

Wood  Duck 

7 

22 

American  Black  Duck 

1 

-30 

Mallard 

1 

-31 

Northern  Pintail 

21 

Gadwall 

1 

14,  18,  22 

American  Widgeon 

1 

14,  18,  21 

Canvasback 

1 

-29 

Redhead 

1 

-29 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

1 

-31 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

2 

King  Eider 

1 

2 

Oldsquaw 

1 

14,  18,  31 

White-winged  Scoter 

14 

18,  21,  31 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

-31 

Bufllehead 

1 

-28 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

8,  28 

Common  Merganser 

1 

-31 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

-31 

Northern  Harrier 

1 

7,  21,  29 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

20 

21,  27 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

14,  15 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

26 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

-30 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

22 

27,  28,  29 

American  Kestrel 

1 

-31 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

26 

29 

Ruffed  Grouse 

7 

28 

Wild  Turkey 

7 

29 

American  Coot 

1 

7,  22,  28 

Killdeer 

18 

21 

Purple  Sandpiper 

18 

25,  31 

Common  Snipe 

28 

American  Woodcock 

11 

Little  Gull 

I 

-28 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1 

-31 

Ring-billed  Gull 

1 

-31 

Herring  Gull 

1 

-31 

Thayer’s  Gull 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

2,  8 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

14,  18 

January  1989 


Great  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

-28 

Rock  Dove 

1 

-31 

Mourning  Dove 

1 

-30 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

1 

2 

Great  Homed  Owl 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

2 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

21 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

7 

14,  27 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

29 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1 

-29 

Downy  Woodpecker 

1 

-30 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

-29 

Northern  Flicker 

1 

-28 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

7 

21 

Prairie  Homed  Lark 

2 

21,  27 

Blue  Jay 

1 

-31 

American  Crow 

1 

-31 

Blade-capped  Chickadee 

1 

-30 

Tufted  Titmouse 

21 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

22,  27,  28 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

-29 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

14,28 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

27 

American  Robin 

1 

-30 

Mockingbird 

1 

-29 

Brown  Thrasher 

10 

12,  21 

Cedar  Waxwing 

2 

-30 

Northern  Shrike 

29 

European  Starling 

1 

-31 

Yellow -rum ped  Warbler 

27 

28 

Cardinal 

1 

-29 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

26 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

1 

-28 

Song  Sparrow 

1 

-29 

Swamp  Sparrow 

22 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1 

2 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

22 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1 

-29 

Lapland  Longs  pur 

21 

Snow  Bunting 

21 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

8 

-29 

Rusty  Blackbird 

21 

Common  Grackle 

11 

29 

Brown-headed  Cow  bird 

8 

12,  22,  28 

Purple  Finch 

1 

House  Finch 

1 

-30 

American  Goldfinch 

1 

-29 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

27 

House  Sparrow 

1 

-30 

Total  Species  for  Month  104 


Note:  Up  to  four  dates  are  recorded  for  each  species.  When  the  last  date  is  preceded  by  a  dash,  as  in  -30,  this  indicates 
that  the  bird  was  recorded  more  than  four  times  bracketed  by  the  given  dates. 
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HAWK  FLIGHT  ALONG  THE  SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ONTARIO 


On  Saturday,  March  26,  1938  Betsy  Potter  and  I  observed  a  heavy 
migratory  flight  of  raptors  in  the  Town  of  Porter,  Niagara  County, 
New  York.  The  specific  locations  were: 

1)  Lutts  Road,  0.25  miles  south  of  Route  93  (approximately  two 
miles  inland  from  Lake  Ontario)  from  S:30AM  to  9:30AM. 

2)  Woodcliff  Drive,  100  feet  north  of  Route  18F  (approx.  250 
yards  inland)  from  10:00AM  to  12:15PM. 

3)  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  (approx.  250  yards  inland)  from 
12:30PM  to  1:00PM  and  from  2:00PM  to  3:00PM. 

My  main  interest  while  viewing  the  birds  was  to  study  them  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  my  identification  skills.  Regrettably,  as  a 
result,  I  did  not  count  the  birds  until  after  the  peak  flight  when 
I  recorded  over  100  raptors  in  one  hour  (from  2:00  to  3:00). 
However,  having  just  spent  the  previous  day,  Friday,  hawk-watching 
at  Braddock  Bay,  where  for  the  entire  day  over  3000  raptors  were 
recorded,  and  noting  that  this  flight  rivalled  or  surpassed 
Friday's  in  intensity,  I  feel  that  an  estimate  of  over  1000 
raptors  during  the  period  while  I  was  watching,  would  be  a 
conservative  figure.  This  is  supported  by  a  statement  in  American 
Birds  (volume  42,  numbers,  page  427):  "The  big  flight  of  raptors 
occurred  there  (at  the  Grimsby,  Ontario  hawk  lookout  -  W.D.)  March 
26,  when  2080  were  tallied,  led  by  748  Turkey  Vultures  and  669 
Red-taileds . "  All  of  the  raptors  which  I  observed  were  moving 
west,  towards  Grimsby,  indicating  that  Grimsby  and  I  were  probably 
counting  many  of  the  same  individuals.  In  addition,  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  cold  front  which  ended  the  flight  at  Fort 
Niagara  at  3:00PM  would  have  reached  Grimsby  about  an  hour 
earlier,  I  had  an  extra  hour  to  observe  the  flight. 

From  about  10:30  or  11:00  on,  there  were  almost  continuous  kettles 
of  10  to  60  raptors.  This  was  similar  to  Friday's  flight  except 
that  the  maximum  kettle  size  I  observed  that  day  was  50.  Kettles 
of  20  to  30  raptors  were  the  most  common  on  Saturday.  From  12:30 
to  1:00  at  Fort  Niagara  the  peak  flight  occurred  with  an  estimate 
of  over  250  raptors.  Unfortunately,  I  had  to  leave  at  1:00  and 
when  I  returned  one  hour  later  the  flight  was  much  reduced  though 
I  still  counted  over  100  raptors  in  one  hour. 

Red-tailed  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  the  most  common  birds  and 
were  roughly  equal  in  number,  followed  closely  by  Turkey  Vultures. 
It  should  be  noted,  again,  that  these  were  my  impressions,  not 
actual  counts,  and  the  relative  abundance  of  these  species  may 
have  been  more  in  line  with  the  count  at  Grimsby,  as  I  would 
suspect.  Also  observed  were  about  25  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  2-3 
Cooper's  Hawks,  20  American  Kestrels,  5  Northern  Harriers,  2 
Rough-legged  Hawks,  and  3  adult  Bald  Eagles.  One  of  the  eagles, 
perched  in  a  tree  that  arched  over  Lutts  Road,  had  a  yellow 
wing-tag  with  red  letters  or  numbers. 
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1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

April  9:  Sunday.  April  BOS  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Dick  Collins  (683-3699). 

April  16:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  The  Beamer  Conservation 

Area  is  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  QEW ,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Meet 
at  8:00  a.m.  at  Howard  Johnson  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. ,  ( Hwy  62),  or  go  directly  to  Beamer. 


April  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS . 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS 
at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebe- 
hazy  (655-4777)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 


May  6-7:  Sat. -Sun.  Presque  Isle  and  Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Saville 

(662-5215)  for  details  and  reservations.  Even  a  one  day  trip  to 
Presque  Isle,  Pa.  (80  mi.  from  Buffalo)  can  be  rewarding  this  weekend 
or  the  next.  Many  birders  come  to  this  warbler  hot  spot  every  spring. 


May  7:  Sunday.  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Center  and  Times  Beach.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m. 

in  the  Tifft  Farm  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 
and  other  migrants . 


May  21:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory  contact  the  compiler, 

Ellen  Schopp  (877-3686). 

May  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds. 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7:15  a.m.  in  the  first 
parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  (Canadian  side). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


******** 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DIAL-A-BIRD  (716)  896-1271 
(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird 
sightings  to  be  included  on  DIAL-A-BIRD. ) 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Extension,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 

29  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209 

BACK  ISSUES :  Available  from  the  treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS :  Mailing  -  Charles  Halvorsen 

Typing  -  Barbara  Halvorsen 

EDITOR:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 
(716)  674-4365 
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BROWN  CREEPER 

with  long  claws 
stiff  bracing  tail 
spirals  up  oak 
Curved  slender  bill 
probes  for  beetles 

Suddenly,  the  Sharp-shin 
The  small  bird  is  no  where 

The  hawk  has  passed 

A  piece  of  bark  is  on  the  move  again 
Maxwell  Corydon  Wheat,  Jr. 


-24- 


INDIVIDUAL  NESTBOX  DATA  SHEET 


19 _ 

NESTBOX  # _  OPENING  SIZE _ 

BOX  TYPE - WOOD - OTHER 

TARGET  SPECIES _ 

LOCATION  OF  BOX  _ 


BOX  OPENING  FACES — N — NE — E — SE — S — SW — W — NW — 

DATE  DESCRIPTION  OF  FINDINGS 


TOTALS-  EGGS  _  HATCHED  _  FLEDGED  _ 

SPARROW  EGGS  REMOVED  _ '  STARLING  EGGS  REMOVED  _ 

BOX  STATUS  FOR  NEXT  SEASON - REMAIN  IN  PLACE - RELOCATE — 


ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS- 


19S?  NESTED X 


SUMMARY  SHEET 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

_ ZIP _ 

LOCATION  GF  NESTBOXES  IF  DIFFERENT  FROM  THE  ADDRESS  ABOVE 


COUNTY 


■L..-..  ■  —  -  ...  ,  .  — .  —  ■  ■■  .  . .  - 

' _  KINGBIRD  REGION 


SPECIES  NAME 


#  OF 


BOXES 


EGGS 


HATCHED  FLEDGED 


-  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NESTBOXES 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NESTBOXES  USED  DURING  THE  SEASON 
TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  SPARROW  EGGS  REMOVED 

-  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  STARLING  EGGS  REMOVED 


SPECIAL  NOTATION;  IN  THE  CASE  OF  MULTIPLE-HOLE  NESTBOXES — I.E.- 
PURPLE  MARTIN  HOUSES,  PLEASE  COUNT  EACH  HOLE  AS  AN  INDIVIDUAL  NESTED X 


ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS,  SUGGESTIONS,  ETC. 
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THE  MONTH 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  The  mild  winter  weather  continued  into  February  resulting 
in  open  water  and  clear  ground.  The  Northern  Finches  continued  to  remain  absent 
with  no  records  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  or  Pine  Siskins.  Dunkirk  Harbor  continued 
to  attract  unusual  waterfowl.  The  first  Red-throated  Loons  appeared  on  the  24th, 
25th  and  27th,  thanks  to  the  observations  of  Terry  Mosher  and  Fran  Rew.  The  Great 
Blue  Herons  started  their  spring  migration;  the  Suggs  observed  31  on  Grand  Island 
on  the  20th.  Dunkirk  Harbor  retained  its  Brant  throughout  the  month.  The  open 
water  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  harbored  Green-winged  Teal,  Northern  Pintail, 
the  King  Eider,  and  Hooded  Merganser.  Mike  Galas  observed  a  Ruddy  Duck  at  Tonawan- 
da  on  the  26th.  The  Bald  Eagle  returned  to  its  nest  site  at  Iroquois  on  the  25th, 
Northern  harriers  and  Accipiters  were  seen  throughout  the  region  throughout  the 
month.  Barber's  and  Blayne  Farnan's  field  trip  produced  Long-eared  Owl  and  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  as  well  as  150  Snow  Buntings.  The  mild  winter  helped  two  Carolinian 
birds,  the  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  and  the  Northern  Mockingbird.  Our  members  wrote 
six  different  reports  of  those  birds  at  different  locations  along  the  Niagara 
River  and  the  Ontario  Plain.  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Willie  D'Anna  and  Mike  Galas  ob¬ 
served  Eastern  Bluebirds  at  Amity  Lake  and  Lewiston  Township.  Bill  Bogacki  observ¬ 
ed  a  Brown  Thrasher  at  Tifft  Farm.  Bill  Watson's  feeder  continued  to  attract 
another  Brown  Thrasher  as  well  as  Rusty  Blackbirds  and  other  icterids. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber,  Gordon  Bellerby,  William 
Bogacki,  Louis  and  Doris  Burton,  Richard  Collins,  Willie  D'Anna,  Mike  Galas,  Gary 
Rising,  Tom  Harper,  Paul  Hess,  Terry  Mosher,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Fran  Rew,  Don  Rober¬ 
son,  Olga  Rosche,  Art  Schaffner,  David  and  Debbie  Suggs,  Bill  Watson  and  Mike 
Zebehazy  for  your  field  reports. 


Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


******** 
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FEBRUARY  1989  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 
York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


* 


F 

L 

(f  ) 

PDBA 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 
Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-thr.  Loon 

24 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

\  <•  •  .  . 

Mosher 

25,27 

1,2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

27 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Red-necked  Grebe 

11 

1 

Niagara -on- the -Lake 

Galas,  Rising 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

31 

Grand  Island 

D& D  Suggs 

Mute  Swan 

11,25 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Brant 

11-27 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Green-w.  Teal 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna ( BOS  ) 

Amer.  Black  Duck 

18 

13 

Randolph 

Rew , Buck 

Northern  Pintail 

11 , 12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

25,28 

2,1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson,  Bellerby 

Northern  Shoveler 

4 

1 

Bertie  Twp., Ont. 

D' Anna ( BOS ) 

Redhead 

18 

22 

N iagara-on-the-Lake 

D'Anna,  Potter 

20 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

D&D  Suggs 

28 

12 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,  Burch 

King  Eider 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna ( BOS ) 

White-w.  Scoter 

5 

55 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

14 

153 

N iagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

24 ,28 

4,4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Hooded  Merganser 

24 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

25 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Red-br.  Merganser 

20 

1500 

LaSalle  Pk.,Bflo. 

D&D  Suggs 

*Ruddy  Duck 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas 

Bald  Eagle 

25 

1  ad 

.  at  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Northern  Harrier 

6  reports 

from 

Sheridan  Twp. ,  north  &  east  of 

Bflo.  Feb.  7-25. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

5  reports 

from 

throughout  W.N.Y.,  Feb.  5-17. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

6  reports 

f  rom 

throughout  the  region,  Feb.  5- 

25. 

Red-should.  Hawk 

15 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Mosher 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

18 

12 

Chaut.  &  Catt.  Counties 

Rew,  Buck 

Max.  count 

-  6  i 

other  reports  from  east  &  south 

of  Bflo.,  Feb .  1  -' 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

7 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D' Anna ( BOS ) 

20 

9 

Goat  Island 

D&D  Suggs 

Little  Gull 

10,24 

1  ,  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

12  ,  19 

1.1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

3 

70 

Queens  ton,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Ring-billed  Gull 

28 

15, 

0  00 (est.  ) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Scha f  f  ner , Bur ch 

Iceland  Gull 

4  ,18 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Wa tson , Bel ! erby  ( 

21  ,22 

2,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas  ,  Kos zuta 
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Name  of  Bird 

February 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Glaucous  Gull 

4 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Bellerby 

5 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

20 

1 

LaSalle  Pk,Bflo. 

D&D  Suggs 

Snowy  Owl 

4 

1 

LaSalle  Pk. ,Bflo. 

D' Anna ( BOS ) 

11 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

26 

7 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Barbers , Farnan( BOS ) 

Short-eared  Owl 

4,14 

7 

Alexander  Twp. 

Harper 

5 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

M&M  Galas 

7 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson 

10 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Zebehazy 

26 

4 

Pt.  Colborne ,Ont . 

Barbers , Farnan( BOS ) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

20 

2 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Galas , D' Anna 

25 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

18 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

Mix.  count  - 

5  other  reports 

from  the  lake  plains  &  east  of  Bflo. ,  Feb.  12-28. 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-28 

1-4 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

11 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WR 

Watson  et  al 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

5  reports 

from  throughout  W.N.Y.,  Feb.  1-28. 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1,7 

1.1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

11 

3 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

20 

3 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Galas,  D'Anna 

American  Robin 

11 

50 

Porter  Twp. 

Galas,  Rising 

20 

45 

Grand  Island 

D&D  Suggs 

25 

165 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson, D&D  Suggs 

N.  Mockingbird 

11 

5 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Galas,  Rising 

to  Beamsville , Ont . 

Max.  count  - 

5  other  reports 

from  the  Niagara  River  &  the  Lake  Ont.  Plain,  Feb.  5-25 

Brown  Thrasher 

3-28 

1 

Tonawanda  ( f ) 

Watson 

22 

1 

Tifft  Farm  NP 

Bogacki 

Cedar  Waxwing 

13 

160 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

Northern  Shrike 

28 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Schaffner,  Burch 

Northern  Cardinal 

1-28 

27 

Elma  Twp. ( f ) 

Collins 

10 

29 

Tonawanda  ( f ) 

Watson 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

2-28 

1 

Darien  (f) 

Harper 

Swamp  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

32 

over  Fort  Niagara  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

10 

225 

Java  Twp. 

Zebehazy 

19 

150 

Lancaster 

W&M  Barber 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

25 

55 

Tonawanda  (  f ) 

Watson 

25 

93 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

♦Eastern  Meadowlark 

26 

1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Barbers , Farnan( BOS ) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3-28 

1-3 

Tonawanda  ( f ) 

Watson 

20 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

Common  Grackle 

9,23,28 

1,1.2 

Tonawanda  ( f ) 

Watson 

27 

1 

Tonawanda 

Galas 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

1-28 

1000 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

D' Anna 

Purple  Finch 

3-28 

1-2 

Darien  ( f ) 

Harper 

7-10 

1-3 

Pomf ret  Twp. ( f ) 

Moshers 

23 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

Species ,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously  recorded . . 

■  • • • 113 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded  this 

issue . . 

.  .  .  .  2 

Total  for  year . 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Niagara  River  Trip  -  February  4 ,  1989 

The  BOS  field  trip  on  this  date  was  billed  as  "waterfowl  on  the  river  or  at 
Dunkirk  (depending  on  conditions)".  Since  Lake  Erie  had  not  yet  frozen  over,  Dun¬ 
kirk  Harbor  was  relatively  unexciting  and  I  opted  for  the  closer-to-home  trip  down 
the  river.  Many  thanks  are  due  Terry  Mosher  and  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  for  keeping 
me  abreast  of  the  birding  scene  around  Dunkirk. 

February  4  th  was  a  cold  day  with  the  temperature  remaining  in  the  teens. 
Fortunately,  light  winds  made  it  bearable,  and  after  sighting  a  few  interesting 
birds  one  participant  even  remarked  that  "it  was  almost  enjoyable".  Fifteen  hardy 
souls  joined  me  on  the  trip  and  it  was  not  long  before  we  were  rewarded  for  braving 
the  cold.  Our  first  stop,  LaSalle  Park,  found  a  dark  Snowy  Owl  (immature  female?) 
sitting  on  the  breakwall  directly  in  front  of  us.  As  usual  in  winter  I  was  awed 
by  the  abundance  of  gulls  and  waterfowl  at  this  location.  However,  their  distance 
from  us,  far  beyond  the  breakwall,  always  leaves  me  with  the  feeling  that  I  am 
missing  a  "good"  bird  out  there. 

Our  group,  next,  crossed  the  Peace  Bridge  and  headed  down  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  river.  We  drove  slowly  and  made  only  brief  stops  to  scan  the  Canvasbacks, 
Mergansers,  Greater  Scaups,  Black  Ducks,  and  Mallards  for  a  rare  species.  And, 
near  Frenchman's  Creek,  we  found  one  -  a  female  Northern  Shoveler!  As.  far  as 
I  am  aware,  there  are  very  few  winter  Shoveler  records  in  the  area,  although  for 
two  years  running,  they  have  put  in  a  January  appearance  at  Dunkirk  Harbor. 

Continuing  downriver,  we  did  not  stop  until  we  got  to  the  "weir"  in  Niagara 
Falls.  Above  it  was  a  male  Hooded  Merganser.  Below  it  were  American  Wigeon,  Gad- 
wall,  a  beautiful  male  Green-winged  Teal,  and  the  resident  for  almost  three  months 
now,  female  King  Eider.  Lest  some  people  get  confused,  I  should  mention  that  this 
is  not  normally  a  spot  to  look  for  the  dabbling  ducks.  However,  the  Ontario  Hydro, 
for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  has  kept  the  water  level  inside  the  breakwall  very 
low  and  thus,  more  attractive  to  these  waterfowl. 

At  the  Engineerium  we  spent  some  time  but  were  finally  successful  in  getting 
everyone  to  see  a  pair  of  Northern  Pintails.  We  also  had  seven  Purple  Sandpipers 
here,  a  lifer  for  a  few  people! 

Below  the  falls,  due  to  the  heretofor  mild  winter,  there  was  no  ice  bridge 
and  we  managed  to  see  a  Redhead,  a  species  which  some  in  the  group  had  already 
picked  up  near  Fort  Erie.  At  Adam  Beck  Hydro  we  studied  a  very  white  Glaucous 
Gull  (probably  second-winter)  and  warmed  our  toes  and  fingers  while  eating  lunch 
in  our  cars. 

From  here  we  headed  straight  for  Niagara-on- the-Lake ,  hoping  to  find  the  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  which  was  seen  the  previous  weekend.  We  were  unsuccessful  for  the 

grebe  but  we  did  add  at  least  four  White-winged  Scoters.  And,  as  at  the  beginning 
of  the  river,  I  noted  the  tremendous  abundance  of  birds  at  the  river's  mouth. 
Again,  ice  kept  most  of  them  far  from  shore  and  we  ended  the  trip  leaving  me  uncon¬ 
vinced  that  the  grebe  was  not  there. 
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Niagara  River  Trip,  cont. 

Living  so  near  this  great  river  might  cause  birders  to  take  for  granted  its 
abundance  of  gulls  and  waterfowl.  We  should  not.  On  this  trip  we  had  nineteen 
species  of  waterfowl  and  five  species  of  gulls.  In  most  areas  of  New  York,  inland 
from  the  Great  Lakes,  one  would  be  doing  well  to  find  five  species  of  both  in  a 
day.  The  most  impressive  and  surprising  thing  about  the  trip  was  our  list  of  dab¬ 
bling  ducks.  We  saw  seven  of  the  eight  regularly  occuring  species  of  dabblers 
in  the  area,  missing  only  the  Blue-winged  Teal! 


Willie  D'Anna,  Trip  Leader 


**  ** 

BOS  60th  Anniversary 

1989  is  yet  another  landmark  in  the  proud  history  of  the  Buffalo  Ornitholo¬ 
gical  Society.  The  Society  celebrates  its  60th  Anniversary  this  fall.  Plan  now 
to  join  with  us  for  this  special  occasion: 

Friday,  November  10,  1989 
Daffodil ' s 
930  Maple  Road 
Williamsville ,  NY 

The  program  at  this  special  dinner  will  feature  Greg  Budney  from  the  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology.  The  topic  will  be  the  History  of  Recording  Bird  Songs. 

Save  this  date  and  watch  for  information  on  making  your  reservation. 

**** 

The  Writing  Opportunity  of  a  Lifetime 

As  a  part  of  the  BOS '  s  60th  Anniversary  celebration,  we  will  be  preparing 
a  special  edition  of  the  Prothonotary .  It  is  entitled  the  Profanitary  and  is  intend¬ 
ed  as  a  "tongue-in-cheek"  version  of  our  regular  publication.  Anyone  interested 
in  contributing  a  humorous,  satirical  or  otherwise  funny  (yet  tasteful)  article 
is  welcome  to  do  so.  Please  submit  your  article  as  soon  as  possible.  Neatness 
does  count! 

If  you  aren't  up  to  writing  an  article,  then  consider  entering  the  Limerick 
Contest . 

I  once  saw  two  birds  in  a  tree 
Looking  me  over  with  glee 
One  said  to  his  friend 
(in  terms  I  could  comprehend) 

"My  people  life  list  is  now  ninety-three." 

Now,  if  you  think  you  can  do  better,  send  your  limerick  (tasteful,  please) 
to  Marian  Dornhaffer,  47  North  St.,  Hamburg,  NY  14075,  by  September  1.  The  winning 
entry  will  be  published  in  the  Profanitary.  Your  prize  will  be  the  pride  and  satis¬ 
faction  you  have  in  a  job  well  done.  Don't  delay  -  write  today. 

Editor 
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FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

Northeast  Goes  Finchless 

This  past  winter  left  people  all  across  the  eastern  U . S .  wonder ing  where  the 
birds  were.  Feeders  went  unoccupied  and  bags  of  seed  bought  in  anticipation  of 
flocks  of  winged  guests  gathered  dust  in  garages  and  back  hallways.  But,  for  the 
first  time  ever.  North  American  ornithologists  can  answer  "where  are  the  birds?" 
even  as  the  winter  snows  linger  on  the  ground.  According  to  data  compiled  for 
Project  FeederWatch,  a  continentwide  bird  feeder  survey  run  by  the  Cornell  Labora¬ 
tory  of  Ornithology  and  Canada's  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory,  many  birds  appear 
to  have  stayed  north  this  winter  in  the  boreal  forests  of  Canada.  However,  bird 
numbers  at  feeders  across  the  continent's  midsection  and  in  the  west  were  on  par 
with  last  winter. 

The  biggest  gap  in  feeder  attendance  occurred  among  the  aptly  named  "winter 
finches."  This  group  includes  such  popular  feeder  visitors  as  the  evening  grosbeak, 
pine  siskin,  and  purple  finch.  Both  evening  grosbeaks  and  pine  siskins  showed 
decreases  of  75-100%  at  feeders  in  the  northeastern  and  southeastern  U .  S  .where  last 
winter  flocks  of  hundreds  stretched  the  bird  seed  budgets  of  many  families.  These 
decreases,  however,  were  offset  by  dramatic  increases  in  the  numbers  of  pine  siskins 
in  the  northwestern  U.S.  and  Canada  and  of  evening  grosbeaks  in  the  northern  Great 
Plains . 


"Both  siskins  and  grosbeaks  are  boom  or  bust  species  that  wander  nomadically 
across  the  continent,  stopping  wherever  food  is  plentiful,"  says  Erica  Dunn,  coordi¬ 
nator  of  Project  FeederWatch.  "Last  winter  was  a  boom  year  for  them  across  the 
entire  eastern  third  of  North  America.  This  winter  they  have  definately  stayed 
north  in  Canada  where  there  appears  to  have  been  an  excellent  supply  of  the  tree 
seeds  they  feed  upon.  The  relatively  mild,  snowless  winter  experienced  in  much 
of  the  East  also  probably  coontributed  to  these  birds  remaining  farther  north  than 
in  other  years." 

According  to  Dunn,  "Last  winter  there  were  enough  siskins  for  an  average  of 
seven  to  be  counted  at  every  bird  feeder  in  North  America  throughout  the  entire 

winter.  But  what  a  difference  a  year  makes.  A  few  people  in  the  northeast  who 

were  entertaining  flocks  of  over  300  siskins  every  day  last  winter  had  none  this 
year. " 

With  some  surveys  estimating  that  80  million  people  in  the  U.S.  feed  birds, 
the  presence  or  absence  of  these  winter  finches  attracts  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
And,  with  annual  birdseed  sales  now  topping  $1  billion,  winter  finches  even  produce 
economic  repercussions  for  seed  companies  and  farmers! 

Project  FeederWatch  is  already  enlisting  participants  to  help  moniter  feeder 
birds  in  the  winter  of  1989-90.  Participants  pay  a  $9  annual  fee  to  cover  the 

cost  of  data  forms,  newsletters,  and  postage,  and  must  be  able  to  identify  the 

common  birds  at  their  feeder.  To  include  the  birds  at  your  feeders,  write  to  Pro¬ 
ject  FeederWatch,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road, 
Ithaca,  NY  14850;  or  call  607-254-2414. 

******** 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  excepting  the  fourth  Wednes¬ 
days  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m.  Until  further  notice,  meetings  will 
be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd. ) ,  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot,  upstairs  to  the  3rd  landing,  and  use  the  door  to 
the  left. 

May  24:  To  be  announced. 

June  14:  Annual  BOS  Picnic  Meeting  at  Fort  Erie.  There  will  be  a  report  on 

the  2nd  Annual  "Little  Biddy"  Birdathon. 

For  further  information  contact  Meetings  Chairman  Joe  DiDomenico  -  683-7343. 

******** 

1989  FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

May  21:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  For  a  territory  contact  the  compiler, 

Ellen  Schopp  (877-3686). 

May  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds. 

Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7:15  a.m.  in  the  first 
parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  (Canadian  side). 

June  2,3,4:  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday.  Allegany  (State  Park)  Nature  Pilgrimage, 

sponsored  by  four  nature  clubs.  For  registration  forms  or  information, 
send  a  large,  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Mary  Saville, 

3837  N.  Freeman  Rd. ,  Orchard  Park,  N.Y.  14127.  Phone:  662-5215. 

Reserve  before  May  1  to  avoid  late  penalty. 

June  10:  Saturday.  Letchworth  State  Park  for  nesting  warblers  and  many  other 

species.  Meet  at  6:30  a.m.  east  of  East  Aurora  on  Hwy  20A,  just  east 
of  where  400  crosses  20A.  We  will  meet  Doug  Bassett,  Park  Naturalist  at 
8:00  a.m.  at  south  entrance  of  Park  on  19A  near  Portageville .  Leader: 
Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348) 

June  17:  Saturday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  for  nesting  Prothonotary 

and  Cerulean  warblers  and  more.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Citibank,  on  SE 
corner  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  Alice  McKale,  834-0784. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  call  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


******** 
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(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings 
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VOLUME  55 


APRIL  1989 
THE  MONTH 


NUMBER  4 


WEATHER:  March  1989' s  weather  showed  all  its  extremes.  The  month  commenced  with 

cold  weather  and  a  trace  of  snow  during  the  first  week,  then  produced  two  ice  storms 
on  March  4th  and  March  17th.  After  March  20th  temperatures  rose  to  sunny  springlike 
61° (F)  on  Easter  Sunday  to  an  even  warmer  75° (F)  on  the  following  day  before  start¬ 
ing  to  decline  leading  to  six  inches  of  snow  on  the  31st.  The  clouds  dumped  3.15 
inches  of  rain,  .15  inches  higher  than  normal  and  10.1  inches  of  snow,  1.4  inches 
below  normal  on  our  area  throughout  the  month.  Our  average  high  temperature  was 
41.7° (F)  and  our  average  low  temperature  was  24.2° (F).  The  lake  remained  at  a 
constant  32°  (F)  throughout  the  month.  By  the  end  of  the  month  the  Lake  Erie  ice 
field  extended  less  than  100  square  miles  and  the  Commission  had  commenced  removing 
the  ice  boom.  Migration  was  in  full  swing. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Our  membership  was  so  active  reporting  sightings  in  almost 

every  avian  family  that  our  compiler  was  in  danger  of  a  severe  case  of  writers 
cramp.  Dunkirk  Harbor  again  produced  some  spectacular  migrants  as  well  as  retaining 
its  ususual  assortment  of  winter  residents  including  the  overwintering  Brant. 
Highlights  included  the  Harlequin  Ducks  reported  by  the  Moshers  and  observed  by 
many  other  members,  and  the  Red-throated  Loon  reported  by  Fran  Rew.  D'Anna  and 
Potter  located  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Yates  Township  on  the  19th,  and 
then  Galas,  Rising,  Brock  and  many  others  observed  a  flock  of  18  birds  in  Gainsbor¬ 
ough  from  the  24th  through  the  28th.  These  birds  almost  overshadowed  the  large 
number  of  Snow  Geese  sightings  from  the  refuges.  Don  Endres  located  a  Eurasian 
Wigeon  at  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  area  on  the  20th.  The  Hawk  migration  pro¬ 
duced  Bald  Eagles  not  only  at  the  refuges,  but  also  on  Grand  Island  and  over  Hamburg. 
D'Anna  and  Andrle  both  observed  substantial  flights  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks  from 
the  traditional  Pinehurst  location  on  the  14th  and  the  26th.  Galas  and  others 
observed  two  Grey  Partridge  at  Beamsville,  Ontario  on  the  19th.  That  species  seems 
to  have  survived  in  that  area  for  another  year.  The  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  con¬ 
fronted  two  of  our  members,  Barbara  Walker  and  Terry  Mosher  on  the  29th.  Galas 
recorded  the  first  Tree  Swallow  of  the  migration  on  the  19th  at  Iroquois  and  the 
first  Phoebe  on  the  24th  at  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  area.  Rising  found  Golden- 
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crowned  Kinglets  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  the  28th  and  again  at  Iroquois  on 
the  29th.  Eaton  located  a  Hermit  Thrush  in  Carrollton  on  the  27th.  Watson  and 
the  Burtons  loca'ted  the  first  Fox  Sparrows  of  the  migration  on  the  18th.  Dr.  Axtell 
reported  that  the  Fox  Sparrow  he  observed  at  his  feeding  station  did  not  sing  until 
April  5th,  while  the  Towhee  started  singing  on  the  30th.  Snow  Buntings  remained 
with  us  throughout  the  month.  The  absence  of  northern  finches  was  apparent  in 
the  low  number  of  sightings.  Rosche  reported  a  lone  Pine  Siskin  on  the  19th  and 
Eaton  reported  a  flock  of  8  Evening  Grosbeaks  on  the  21st. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bob  Andrle ,  Harold  Axtell,  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber, 
Gordon  Bellerby,  Bob  Brock,  Bill  Burch,  Doris  &  Bill  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  David 
Cooper,  Willie  D'Anna  &  Betsy  Potter,  Marian  Dornhaffer,  Steven  Eaton,  Don  Endres , 
Michael  Galas,  Paul  Hess,  Terry  Mosher,  Lucille  &  David  Neveu,  Vivian  &  Raymond 
Pitzrick,  Margaret  Barnett,  Mallery  &  Mary  Adams,  Fran  Rew,  Gerald  Rising,  Don 
Roberson,  Olga  Rosche,  David  &  Debbie  Suggs,  Barbara  Walker,  Bill  Watson,  Ron  Lange, 
and  Mike  Zebehazy  for  your  reports.  The  warm  weather  brought  our  members  out 
of  hibernation.  Remember  all  reports  are  welcome.  Just  send  a  note  to  our  compiler 
by  the  fifth  of  the  month. 


Kenneth  Cohen 


******** 

MARCH  1989  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 
York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-throated  Loon 

12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

Common  Loon 

1 1 F 

3 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Endres 

28 

1 

Niagara  County 

Roberson 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

17F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

28 

2 

E.  Aurora 

Zebehazy 

*Horned  Grebe 

17F 

21 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

18 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Red-necked  Grebe 

14  F 

3 

Somerset  &  Yates  Twps . 

Endres 

27 

1 

Lincoln  Twp.,Ont. 

Burch , Schaf  f ner 

Tundra  Swan 

3  F 

over  Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

12 

30 

Fort  Erie,  Ont . 

W&M  Barber 

18 

354 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

26 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Galas ,  Rising 

A.  a.  flavirostris 

19 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D' Anna , Potter 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

24-28 

18 

Gainsborough,  Ont. 

Galas, Rising, Brock  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

• 

Snow  Goose 

12  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres, Galas  et  al 

13-22 

1-4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

24 

22 

over  Iroquois  NWR 

D'  Anna , Potter 

25 

22 

over  Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Brant 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson , D' Anna  et  al 

12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

Wood  Duck 

14  F 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

Endres 

17 

23 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Green-winged  Teal 

16F 

4 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

18 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

1  IF 

8 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Endres 

18 

9 

Dunkirk 

Mosher 

20 

5500 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

*Blue-winged  Teal 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

18 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Mosher 

19 

7 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

17 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

18 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

19 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

20 

20 

Burgeson  WS 

L&D  Neveu 

Ga  dwa 1 1 

15F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

22 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

♦Eurasian  Wigeon 

20-24 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

24 ,27,29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D1  Anna , Roberson , Galas , Rising 

American  Wigeon 

1 5F 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

18 

7 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

Canvasback 

12 

18 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

16F 

6 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Endres 

Redhead 

12 

24 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

16 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

26 

6 

Amity  Lake 

Pit  zr ick 

Ring-necked  Duck 

12  F 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

15 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

20 

320 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Greater  Scaup 

18F 

10 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

12  F 

40 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew( BOS ) 

15 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

18 

12 00 ( est .  ) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

♦Harlequin  Duck 

3-5,12 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  many  observers 

Oldsquaw 

17F 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

White-w.  Scoter 

5  reports  : 

from  the  Great 

.  Lakes  &  Niagara  River 

,  March  3-22. 

Common  Goldeneye 

18F 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Buf  f lehead 

18F 

4 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zr ick 

22 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

4  , 12 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Rew  et  al 

13F 

3 

Amity  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

15 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

Common  Merganser 

12  F 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

18 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

18F 

14 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

18F 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Ruddy  Duck 

18F 

5 

Dunkirk 

Mosher 

19-22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Suggs ,Endres , Watson 

26 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Galas .Rising 

♦Turkey  Vulture 

14  F 

2 

Pinehurst 

Andr le 

17 

6 

Hamburg 

Zebehazy 

Bald  Eagle 

7-27 

1-2  ad.  @  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson .many  observers 

14F 

1 

ad. 

over  Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

16 

1 

imm 

.  Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

17 

1 

imm 

.  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Endres 

17 

1 

ad. 

Buckhorn  Island  SP 

Rising 

18 

1 

imm 

.  Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

23 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

D' Anna 

26 

1 

ad. 

Hamburg 

Andrle,  Yoerg 

Northern  Harrier 

12  reports 

throughout  the  region,  March  2-28. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

8 

1 

Silver  Creek 

L&D  Neveu 

11 

1 

over  Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Cooper's  Hawk 

14  F 

2 

over  Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Red-should.  Hawk 

4 

2 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

14  F 

16 

over  Pinehurst 

D' Anna 

15 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

26 

62 

Pinehurst 

Andrle 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

13  reports 

throughout  the  region,  March  4-27. 

♦Merlin 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

♦Gray  Partridge 

19 

2 

Beamsville,  Ont. 

Galas ,  Collins , 

Di Domenico .Rising 

American  Coot 

12 

25 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  ( BOS ) 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

18 

32 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Killdeer 

4  F 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

4  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

4  F 

8 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew , Buck 

Common  Snipe 

17F , 2 1 

2,4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

24 

1 

Lincoln  Twp., Ont. 

Burch , Roberson 

♦American  Woodcock 

14  F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Endres 

16 

5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Little  Gull 

4  ,  12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

5 

4 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

11-31 

2-4 

Lewiston 

Cooper,  Roberson 

Glaucous  Gull 

12 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  (BOS) 

29 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Thill 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna 

19 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D' Anna 

27,28 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

12 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

M&M  Galas 

19 

1 

Shelby  Twp. 

D&D  Suggs 

20,21 

4 , 13 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Zebehazy 

21 

9 

Java  Twp. 

Zebehazy 

21 

4 

Wales  Twp. 

Zebehazy 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

10-26,27 

1,2 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter  et  al 

11 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  SP 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

4 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

March 

Number 

Location 

Observers 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

11 

1 

Niagara  County 

Roberson, Cooper 

12 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew( BOS  ) 

18,22 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Dornhaf f er 

*Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

29F 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers 

29F 

1 

Hamburg 

Walker 

‘Eastern  Phoebe 

24F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

Horned  Lark 

25 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

E.  a.  alpestris 

25 

2 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Galas 

‘Tree  Swallow 

19F 

4 

Iroquois  NWR  &  Tonavanda  WMA  Chlas , Collins ,  Di Domenico 

27 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

27 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess , Roberson 

27 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pit zrick 

15,22 

1,1 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Endres 

23 

1 

Ha mburg 

Andr le 

23,24 

1 

Alabama  Twp.(f) 

Endres 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

Brown  Creeper 

2-25 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

13 ,18,24 

1,1,1 

Wales 

O.  Rosche 

26F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Galas,  Rising 

Carolina  Wren 

22 

2 

Niagara -on -the -Lake 

Bellerby 

Winter  Wren 

17 

1 

Grand  Island 

Ris ing 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

28F 

4 

Tifft  NP 

Rising 

29 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1  IF 

1 

Pinehurst 

D' Anna , Potter 

13 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Mosher 

Hermit  Thrush 

27F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

N.  Mockingbird 

6 

1 

Grand  Island 

M&M  Galas 

11 

2 

Niagara  County 

Roberson , Cooper 

13 

1 

Beamsville,  Ont . 

Rising 

Brown  Thrasher 

1-7,18 

1 

Tonawanda ( f ) 

Watson 

2  IF 

2 

Stockton  Twp. 

Moshers 

Northern  Shrike 

6,25 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Endres 

10 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D' Anna ,  Potter 

12 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew( BOS ) 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Dornhaf fer 

24 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Endres 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  SP 

Endres 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

28F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rising 

30 

1 

Silver  Creek 

L&D  Neveu 

30,31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont. 

Axtell 

‘Fox  Sparrow 

18F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

18F, 19 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

21 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WS 

Zebehazy,  Junkin 

30,31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont. 

Axtell 

Snow  Bunting 

2 

50 

Shelby  Twp. 

Endres 

18 

6 

Shelby  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

25 

9 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Galas 

E.  Meadowlark 

1  IF 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

11 

3 

Pinehurst 

D'Anna,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird  March  Number  Location  Observers 


Rusty  Blackbird  2-8,18-20  1-2  Tonawanda  (f)  Watson 

12F  1  Sheridan  Twp.  Rew(BOS) 

21  6  Chautauqua  Twp.  Moshers 

Common  Grackle  4  1  Iroquois  NWR  Endres 

4  2  Tonawanda  Twp.  Hess 

Purple  Finch  9  reports  from  throughout  the  region,  March  1-31. 

Pine  Siskin  19  1  Wales(f)  O.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak  21  8  Carrollton  Twp.  •  Eaton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 115 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  13 

Total  for  year . 128 


******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Remember,  Friday,  November  10,  1989  is  the  event  of  the  year--the  BOS  60th  Anniver¬ 

sary  Dinner.  All  articles  for  the  Prof anetary  (our  special  satirical  issue  for 
this  occasion)  should  be  submitted  to  Joe  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave. ,  Kenmore ,  NY 
14217.  All  entries  in  the  Limerick  Contest  should  be  sent  to  Marian  Dornhaffer, 
47  North  Street,  Hamburg,  NY  14075.  Your  participation  will  be  appreciated. 

*** 

NOTICE:  The  Museum  cannot  even  predict  as  to  when  BOS  will  be  able  to  meet  there 

again.  The  construction  is  not  progressing  very  rapidly!  Therefore,  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  still  meet  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church  through  1989, 
or  until  further  notice.  This  would  involve  5  meetings: 

September  13  &  27 
October  11  &  25 
December  13 

There  will  be  a  final  notice  later  in  the  summer. 

******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

CORNELL  BIRD  EXPERTS  SOLVE  THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  MISSING  FINCHES 

At  millions  of  bird  feeders  in  the  eastern  United  States  and  Canada,  this 
was  the  winter  without  finches.  Evening  grosbeaks,  purple  finches,  pine  siskins 
and  other  birds  of  the  aptly  named  "winter  finch"  variety  --  normally  among  the 
most  visible  and  popular  visitors  to  bird  feeders  from  November  to  March  --  stayed 
away  in  droves  this  year. 

Not  to  worry,  say  ornithologists  at  Cornell  University's  Bird  Population  Stud¬ 
ies  Program.  An  unusually  abundant,  natural  supply  of  seed  in  the  conifer  forests 
of  northern  Canada  seems  to  have  kept  most  of  the  finches  from  migrating  south. 

The  birds'  absence  was  a  disappointment  to  legions  of  loyal  feeders  of  birds 
east  of  the  Mississippi.  An  estimated  80  million  people  in  the  United  States  buy 
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more  than  $1  billion  worth  of  seed  each  year.  Finches  —  when  they're  here  -- 

can  gobble  through  50  pounds  of  seed  per  household  each  week. 

"People  were  calling  in  all  winter  and  asking,  'Where  are  all  the  birds?'" 
said  Gregory  Butcher,  director  of  Bird  Population  Studies  at  Cornell.  "The  local 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  showed  the  lowest  number  of  finches  in  the  last  25  years. 
There  were  a  lot  of  full  seed  bags  and  a  lot  of  distressed  people. " 

"Last  winter  there  were  enough  siskins  for  an  average  of  seven  to  be  counted 
at  every  feeder  in  North  America  throughout  the  entire  winter,"  said  Erica  Dunn, 
coordinator  of  Project  FeederWatch,  a  7,000-member  network  of  volunteer  bird-counters 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  "But  what  a  difference  a  year  makes! 
People  in  the  Northeast  who  were  entertaining  flocks  of  over  300  siskins  every 
day  last  winter  had  none  this  year." 

Ornithologist  Butcher  said  there  are  a  number  of  possible  solutions  to  the 
mystery  of  the  missing  finches: 

*Finches  that  normally  migrate  south  —  to  feeders  in  Canada's  eastern  provinces 
and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States  —  flew  to  the  western  parts  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  where  slightly  higher  numbers  of  finches  were  reported. 

*Birds  didn't  need  feeders  because  there  was  less  snow  in  the  Northeast  to 
hide  weed  seeds,  a  natural  food  source. 

*Some  environmental  catastrophe  such  as  disease,  weather  or  pollution  killed 
the  finches. 

*An  unusually  rich  crop  of  seeds  in  northern  Canada  kept  the  finches  well 
fed  all  fall  and  winter. 

"There  were  not  enough  extra  birds  showing  up  out  West  to  account  for  the 
missing  birds  in  the  East,"  Butcher  said.  "Undoubtedly,  some  birds  such  as  juncos 
and  tree  sparrows  fed  on  weed  seeds  and  did  not  need  to  rely  on  feeders. 

"But  we're  fairly  certain  we  are  seeing  a  redistribution  of  birds  --  not  a 
population  crash.  There  were  reports  as  early  as  last  summer  of  a  super  crop  of 
tree  seeds  in  the  boreal  forests  of  Canada.  Many  of  these  birds  are  what  we  call 
faculatative  migrants;  they  winter  as  far  north  as  they  can  get  away  with,"  said 
the  director  of  the  Cornell  center,  which  analyzes  bird  population  figures  from 
North  America. 

Bird  counts  can  be  important  to  more  than  bird-fanciers  because  they  are  a 
kind  of  "early  warning  barometer"  of  environmental  conditions.  Butcher  explained. 
"When  something  goes  wrong  with  the  environment,  the  birds  are  often  the  most  notice¬ 
able  reflection  of  the  change. "  He  pointed  to  the  near-extinction  of  peregrine 
falcons  and  decline  of  ospreys  in  the  1970s.  Population  crashes  of  those  birds 
helped  to  alert  humans  to  the  presence  of  pesticides  in  the  environment. 

"This  time,  the  environmental  change  was  a  favorable  event  for  the  birds, 
although  a  lot  of  people  in  the  East  weren't  too  happy,"  the  Cornell  population 
expert  said.  "Actually,  higher  attendance  at  bird  feeders  can  be  bad  news  for 
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the  birds  because  it  may  mean  their  natural  sources  of  food  are  lacking. " 

Last  summer's  abundant  seed  crop  in  northern  Canada  was  enough  to  feed  the 
millions  of  wintering  birds  for  six  to  nine  months.  Butcher  said.  "We  might  expect 
to  see  a  superabundance  of  finches  come  south  next  winter.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  test  that  prediction. 


Cornell  University  News 


******** 


FIELD  TRIPS 


July  23: 


August  13: 


Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Meet  at 
7  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge.  The 
trip  will  stop  on  the  Canadian  side  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of 
the  bridge  at  7:15  a.m.  or  later  if  something  is  around  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783) 

Sunday.  Bird  island  Pier.  Meet  at  Broderick  Park  (at  foot  of 
Ferry  St. )  at  8:00  a.m.  for  a  walk  along  the  1.3  mile  long  pier. 

This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader:  To  be  announced. 


August  27:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds  and  warblers. 

See  July  23rd  trip  for  details.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783) 

September  3:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  Times  Beach  for  warblers  and  shore- 

birds.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  parking  lot. 
This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader:  To  be  announced. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  a  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


******** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DialABird  (716)  896-1271 

(Call  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200  to  report  your  bird  sightings 
to  be  included  on  DialABird. ) 


******** 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension, 

Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304 


******** 
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212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
(716)  674  -  4365 


******** 


-40- 


* 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  1421 1 

Return  Postage  Guaranteed 


Non  Profit  Org. 


U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N  Y. 


Permit  No.  4  1  2 


acquisitions  division 

ALBERT  R.  MANN  LIBRARY 
ITHACA  NY  14850 


.  Divis 


K  R.  MANM 


LIBRARY 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 


THE 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 

•-BERT  R.  MAMi\ 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YPf^^y 

8  1989 


UUACA,  n.  Y. 


ntr 


MAY,  1989 


Vol ume  55 


THE  MONTH 


Number 


WEATHER:  April,  1989  chilled  our  members  in  the  -field  with  the  coldest 
weather  in  the  last  seven  years.  Since  most  of  us  commence  our  trips 
in  the  morning,  we  felt  the  deep  chill  early.  The  month's  highest 
temperature,  65  degrees  (F)  ,  was  the  coolest  April  maximum  temperature 
since  1965.  Our  average  temperature  was  41.9  degrees  (F)  which  was  3.5 
degrees  (F)  colder  than  normal  .  The  average  high  temperature  was  50.1 
degrees  (F)  ,  3.3  degrees  (F)  colder  than  normal  ;  the  average  low  was 
33.7  degrees  (F) ,  2.6  degrees  <F)  colder  than  normal  .  Fortunatel  y  the 
precipitation  was  lower  than  normal  as  well.  The  area  received  2.5 
inches  of  snow,  .5  inches  below  normal,  the  last  of  which  fell  on  April 
13,  and  only  1.88  inches  of  rain,  1.18  inches  below  normal.  After  the 
17th  the  snow  disappeared.  The  month  produced  two  periods  of  relative 
warmth  from  the  14th  to  the  17th  when  it  achieved  its  high  of  65  degrees 
(F)  and  from  the  25th  to  the  30th.  This  latter  front  pushed  the 
warblers  into  our  territory.  The  cold  weather  also  produced  plenty  of 
cloud  cover  and  chased  away  the  sun.  We  saw  one  day,  the  23rd,  with 
100%  sunshine;  the  month  averaged  48%  sun  which  was  4%  lower  than  the 
norm  of  52%. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Regardless  of  the  weather,  when  you  gotta  migrate, 

you  gotta  migrate,  and  our  observers  spent  almost  as  much  time  in  the 
field  as  the  birds.  Highlights  appeared  throughout  the  month  in  all 
families.  Our  members  reported  the  Ruddy  Duck  in  four  separate  areas  of 
our  territory  throughout  the  month.  The  cold  weather  slowed  the 
northward  migration  of  the  Bay  ducks,  so  that  throughout  the  month 
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observers  reported  both  Bay  and  Puddle  ducks  in  large  number  and 
frequently  together.  Andrle,  Roberson,  Potter,  D'Anna  &  Collins 
observed  a  Golden  Eagle  on  the  8th.  The  Thills  thrilled  to  two  Sandhill 
Cranes  flying  over  Hamburg  on  the  30th.  The  Burtons  located  a  Sol  itary 
Sandpiper  at  Keeney  Swamp  on  the  29th.  D'Anna  and  others  1 ocated  a 
Whip-poor-will  in  Hamburg  on  the  30th  while  taking  a  break  from  Hawk 
watching.  That  is  the  type  of  break  we  all  would  appreciate.  The 
Tyrannidae  arrived  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  month.  Eaton 
observed  a  Sol itary  Vireo  in  Carrollton  Township  on  the  17th.  Parul idae 
highlights  included  the  Moshers'  Qvenbird,  Northern  Waterthrush  and 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  observed  in  Pomfret.  Of  the  fourteen  species  of 
warblers  reported  during  April,  our  members  observed  11  different 
species  on  the  30th  of  the  month.  Collins  reported  the  1 argest 
concentrat ion  of  warblers,  167  Yel 1 ow-rumped ,  at  Tifft  and  Rock  Point  on 
the  30th.  Collins,  Galas,  Rising,  and  DiDomenico  reported  a  Brewer's 
Blackbird  at  Tifft  on  the  16th.  The  compiler  included  10  Sparrow 
species  in  the  records  this  month.  Humann  located  the  first  Vesper 
Sparrow  in  Hamburg  on  the  11th.  Mosher  located  the  first  Fox  Sparrow  in 
Chautauqua  Township  on  the  1st.  Ax tel  1  reported  the  110  Whi te-throated 
Sparrows  he  observed  at  his  feast  was  the  largest  concentrat ion  of  that 
species  he  had  ever  seen  at  the  same  time  at  a  feeding  station.  Galas 
saved  us  from  a  complete  absence  of  small  northern  finchs  with  3 
Redpolls  seen  in  Warsaw  Township  on  the  8th.  Elizabeth  Brooks  banded  25 
Purple  Finchs  and  272  Juncos  out  of  the  466  new  bands  she  fastened  this 
month.  Her  returns  included  a  fourth  year  Downy  Woodpecker,  fourth  year 
Chickadee  and  third  year  Blue  Jay. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bob  Andrle,  Harold  Axtel 1 ,  Elizabeth 
Brooks,  Bill  Burch ,  Lou  &  Doris  Burton,  Ken  Cohen,  Dick  Collins,  Willie 
D'Anna  ?<  Betsy  Potter,  Steve  Eaton,  Michael  Galas,  Tom  Harper,  Alec 
Humann,  Ron  Lange,  Terry  Mosher  ,  Vivian  Pitzrick  ,  Fran  Rew ,  Gary  Rising, 
Don  Roberson,  Olga  Rosche,  Bob  Sundel  1  ,  and  Bill  Watson  for  your  field 
reports.  Thank  you  Steve  Eaton  for  furnishing  us  with  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge's  report  of  winter  season  highlights. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


N  Cl  T  E  UJ  ORTH  V  R  EL  C  O  R  D  S 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontar io (B .0 .5 .  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithol gical  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
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WEATHER:  April,  1989  chilled  our  members  in  the  -field  with  the  coldest 
weather  in  the  last  seven  years.  Since  most  of  us  commence  our  trips 
in  the  morning,  we  felt  the  deep  chill  early.  The  month's  highest 
temperature,  85  degrees  (F)  ,  was  the  coolest  April  maximum  temperature 
since  1965.  Our  average  temperature  was  41.9  degrees  (F)  which  was  3.5 
degrees  (F)  colder  than  normal  .  The  average  high  temperature  was  50.1 
degrees  (F)  ,  3.3  degrees  (F)  colder  than  normal  ;  the  average  low  was 
33.7  degrees  (F) ,  2.6  degrees  (F)  col der  than  normal .  Fortunately  the 
precipitation  was  lower  than  normal  as  well.  The  area  received  2.5 
inches  of  snow,  .5  inches  below  normal ,  the  last  of  which  fell  on  April 
13,  and  only  1.88  inches  of  rain,  1.18  inches  below  normal.  After  the 
17th  the  snow  disappeared.  The  month  produced  two  periods  of  relative 
warmth  from  the  14th  to  the  17th  when  it  achieved  its  high  of  65  degrees 
<F)  and  from  the  25th  to  the  30th.  This  1  atter  front  pushed  the 
warblers  into  our  territory.  The  cold  weather  also  produced  plenty  of 
cloud  cover  and  chased  away  the  sun.  We  saw  one  day,  the  23rd,  with 
100%  sunshine;  the  month  averaged  48%  sun  which  was  4%  lower  than  the 
norm  of  52%' . 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  Regardless  of  the  weather,  when  you  gotta  migrate, 

you  gotta  migrate,  and  our  observers  spent  almost  as  much  time  in  the 
field  as  the  birds.  Highlights  appeared  throughout  the  month  in  all 
families.  Our  members  reported  the  Ruddy  Duck  in  four  separate  areas  of 
our  territory  throughout  the  month.  The  cold  weather  slowed  the 
northward  migration  of  the  Bay  ducks,  so  that  throughout  the  month 


-41 


Vol .55  No.  5 


observers  reported  both  Bay  and  Puddle  ducks  in  1 arge  number  and 

•frequently  together.  Andrle,  Roberson,  Potter,  D'Anna  V.  Collins 
observed  a  Golden  Eagle  on  the  8th.  The  Thills  thrilled  to  two  Sandhill 
Cranes  -flying  over  Hamburg  on  the  30th.  The  Burtons  located  a  Sol  itary 
Sandpiper  at  Keeney  Swamp  on  the  29th.  D'Anna  and  others  located  a 

Whip-poor-will  in  Hamburg  on  the  30th  while  taking  a  break  -from  Hawk 

watching.  That  is  the  type  of  break  we  all  would  appreciate.  The 

Tyrannidae  arrived  during  the  last  three  days  at  the  month.  Eaton 
observed  a  Solitary  Vireo  in  Carrollton  Township  on  the  17th.  Parul  idae 
highlights  included  the  Moshers'  Ovenbird,  Northern  Waterthrush  and 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  observed  in  Pom-fret.  Of  the  -fourteen  species  of 
warblers  reported  during  April,  our  members  observed  11  different 

species  on  the  30th  of  the  month.  Collins  reported  the  largest 
concentrat ion  of  warblers,  167  Yel 1 ow-rumped ,  at  Tifft  and  Rock  Point  on 
the  30th.  Collins,  Galas,  Rising,  and  DiDomenico  reported  a  Brewer's 
Blackbird  at  Tifft  on  the  16th.  The  compiler  included  10  Sparrow 

species  in  the  records  this  month.  Humann  located  the  first  Vesper 
Sparrow  in  Hamburg  on  the  11th.  Mosher  located  the  first  Fox  Sparrow  in 

Chautauqua  Township  on  the  1st.  Axtel 1  reported  the  110  Whi te-throated 

Sparrows  he  observed  at  his  feast  was  the  largest  concentrat ion  of  that 
species  he  had  ever  seen  at  the  same  time  at  a  feeding  station.  Galas 
saved  us  from  a  complete  absence  of  small  northern  finchs  with  3 
Redpolls  seen  in  Warsaw  Township  on  the  8th.  Elizabeth  Brooks  banded  25 
Purple  Finchs  and  272  Juncos  out  of  the  466  new  bands  she  fastened  this 
month.  Her  returns  included  a  fourth  year  Downy  Woodpecker,  fourth  year 
Chickadee  and  third  year  Blue  Jay. 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bob  Andrle,  Harold  Axtel 1 ,  Elizabeth 
Brooks,  Bill  Burch ,  Lou  &  Doris  Burton,  Ken  Cohen,  Dick  Collins,  Willie 
D'Anna  Betsy  Potter,  Steve  Eaton,  Michael  Galas,  Tom  Harper,  Alec 
Humann,  Ron  Lange,  Terry  Mosher,  Vivian  Pitzrick  ,  Fran  Rew ,  Gary  Rising, 
Don  Roberson,  Olga  Rosche,  Bob  Sundel  1  ,  and  Bill  Watson  for  your  field 
reports.  Thank  you  Steve  Eaton  for  furnishing  us  with  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge's  report  of  winter  season  highlights. 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 


N OT  EW O  RX  HY  PECO  R  D  S 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Qntar io (B .0 .5 .  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithol gical  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
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(f)  -  Indicates  record  -From  -feeding  station. 

F'DBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

April 

Number 

Locat ion 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

1-24 

5  reports  Throughout  WNY 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

7 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

If 

8 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al 

II 

13 

68 

Bear  Lake 

Rew ,  Buck 

It 

20 

3 

Lewiston  Resvr 

Roberson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

9  4 

o 

4k. 

Shadigee 

Col  1  ins ,D' Anna . 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1  IF 

4 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Gal  as 

♦American  Bittern 

16F 

1 

Tifft  NR 

Gal  as ,  Col  1  ins . 

ll 

29 

1 

Keeney  Swamp 

D&L  Burton 

♦Great  Egret 

IF 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Burch  et  al . 

II 

9 

1 

II 

Col  1  ins 

M 

23 

1 

Cattaragus  Co. 

D&L  Burton 

II 

23 

1 

Hinsdal e 

Eaton 

II 

30 

1 

over  Tifft  NR 

B'Anna,  Porter 

♦Green-b .  Heron 

23F 

1 

Tifft  NR 

Gal  as  ,  Col  1  ins . 

II 

7tp 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

D' Anna 

♦Bl. -cr.  Night-Heron 

IF 

37 

Niagara  Falls,  Qnt 

Galas,  Rising 

II 

16 

118 

II 

Roberson 

II 

30 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo 

Watson 

Trundra  Swan 

1-30 

6  Reports  from 

WNY 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

Tifft  NR 

Gal  as , Rising 

II 

16 

1 

II 

Watson 

Northern  Shovel er 

23 

19 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

4 

3 

Wilson  Twp 

D'Ann,  Potter 

If 

15,22 

2,3 

Attica  Reservoir 

Rising,  Galas 

II 

20 

45 

Niagara  Co. 

Roberson 

ll 

23 

6 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Turkey  Vulture 

4,5 

145,132 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrl e 

♦Osprey 

2F 

1 

Tifft  NR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

2F 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

II 

ll 

30 

19 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

D ' Anna  et  al  . 

It 

4-30 

10  other  report 

s  throughout  WNY 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1  Ad.  2  I mm 

over  Pinehurst 

D'Anna  et  al  . 

it 

4 

II 

over  Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

5 

1  i  mm . 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrl e 

ll 

8 

II 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al  . 

II 

14 

II 

Romfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

If 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

ll 

29 

1  ad . 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp. 

Eaton 

ll 

30 

1  imm . 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

B'Anna  et  al  . 

Northern  Harrier 

•n  _  ;  cr 

4  Reports 

Iroquois  NWR 

Southern  Tier 

Sh ar p-sh  .  Hawk 

30 

370 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

O' Anna  et  al  . 

Cooper's  Hawk 

18,29 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ll 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

♦Northern  Goshawk 

2F 

1  ad.  1  imm. 

over  Pinehurst 

D' Anna ,  Col  1  ins 

II 

8 

1  (ad .  @  nest ) 

Lyndon  Twp.  (F’DBA) 

Eaton 
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Red-shoul d .  Hawk 

4-30 

4 

Ward  Twp. 

Brook  s 

1! 

II 

II 

Alfred  Twp. 

II 

♦Broad-w.  Hawk 

13F-30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

ll 

It 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

II 

30 

1049 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al  . 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

30 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Moshers 

Golden  Eagle 

8 

1  imm . 

over  Wales  Twp. 

Andrle,  Roberson 

ll 

II 

1  ad . 

over  Pinehurst 

Potter,  D'Anna, 

Col  1  ins 

Merl  in 

dm 

1 

over  Shadogee 

Col  1  ins 

li 

8 

1 

over  Pinehurst 

D'Anna,  Collins 

II 

16 

1 

II 

Rising,  Gal  as 

♦Virginia  Rail 

22p 

1 

Times  Beach  ,  Bflo 

D'Anna  Potter 

II 

28 

1 

Tfft  NP 

Rising 

*Sora 

27F 

1 

ll 

Lange 

♦Common  Moorhen 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

II 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Col  1  ins 

♦Sandhi 1 1  Crane 

30 

2 

over  Hamburg  Twp 

J&K  Thill 

Greater  Yell  owl egs 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

23 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

27 

3 

Angel ica  Twp . 

D&L  Burton 

II 

29 

8 

Tifft  NP 

Col  1  ins 

Lesser  Yell  owl egs 

24 

1 

Tfft  NP 

Humann 

II 

30 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

♦Sol itary  Sandpiper 

29F 

1 

Keeney  Swamp 

D&L  Burton 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

21F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rew,  Walker 

II 

30 

1 

It 

Watson 

II 

30 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

Purple  Sandpiper 

19 

7 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

♦Dun!  in 

30F 

11 

Wainfleet,  Ont . 

Lange  et  al  . 

Little  Gull 

1 

Dunk  irk 

Cohen  et  al . 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

5-26 

1-16 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

II 

15 

2000 

Barcel ona  Harbor 

Sundel 1 

G! aucous  Gul 1 

19 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrl e ,  Thill 

Caspian  Tern 

15 

20 

Barcel ona  Harbor 

Sundel 1 

II 

23 

•-} 

Am 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna , Potter 

ll 

30 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

Humann 

♦Common  Tern 

16F 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo 

Watson 

II 

18 

1 

Buf f al o 

D'Anna 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna 

II 

30 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP ,  Ont 

Watson  et  al . 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

4 

Porter  Twp  . 

Galas,  Rising 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

3,5 

1,1 

Wi 1 son-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

♦Wh ip-poor-wi 1 1 

30F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp 

D'Anna  et  al  . 

♦Chimney  Swift 

2  OF 

■n 

Am 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al  . 

II 

24 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

ll 

24 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Humann 

Belted  Kingfisher 

n 

3 

Dunk i rk 

Cohen  et  al  . 

II 

5 

4 

Hamburg  Twp  . 

Andrl e  et  al . 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr. 

99 

Am  Am 

1 

Amity  T wp  . 

Pitzrick 

♦Least  FI ycatcher 

30F 

1 

Tfft  NP 

Watson ,  Humann 
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II 

II 

It 

♦Gr .  Cr .  Flycatcher 

II 

♦Eastern  Kingbird 
Purple  Martin 

II 

It 

*N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

II 

♦Bank  Swal 1 ow 

It 

♦Barn  Swal 1 ow 

It 

Tutted  Titmouse 

II 

II 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
Carol ina  Wren 

II 

II 

♦House  Wren 

II 

Winter  Wren 

II 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
♦Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

II 

♦Bl-gr.  Gnatcatcher 
♦Veery 

Hermit  Thrush 
♦Wood  Thrush 

II 

II 

Gray  Catbird 

II 

N.  Mockingbird 

ll 

I! 

Brown  Thrasher 

ll 

Water  Pipit 

II 

Cedar  Wax wing 
♦Sol itary  Vireo 

II 

♦Blue-w.  Warbler 
♦Nashville  Warbler 

ll 


30F 

1 

30F 

1 

30F 

1 

27F 

n, 

29 

1 

30F 

n 

JL 

11 

1 

23 

23 

17 

16F 

1 

17 

1 

3  OF 

4 

30F 

o 

jL 

8F 

1 

19 

3 

1 

1 

1-30 

1-3 

26 

1 

1-30 

5  reports 

16 

24 

9-30 

1-2 

26 

l 

— i-J 

V  » 

1 

27F  ,29 

3,5 

30 

4 

1 

5 

1 

16 

1 00 

5F-30 

1-13 

15 

i 

30  F 

l 

28F 

1 

15 

•**7 

<£. 

30F 

30F 

1 

* 

30F 

1 

8 

1 

30F 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

30 

1 

27F  29 

*-i  o 

30 

n 

19 

34 

1-8 

4  reprts. 

29 

315 

17F 

1 

19-30 

1-2 

30F 

1 

27F 

30 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP,  Ont 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Times  Beach ,  Btlo 
Hamburg  Twp 
T imes  Beach  ,  B-f  1  o 
Ti-fft  NP 
Bertie  Twp,  Ont 
Iroquois  NWR 
Pinehurst 
Ti-f-ft  NP 
Butt al o 
Tittt  Np 
Fort  Erie,  QNt 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Hamburg  Twp 
Porter  Twp 
Amity  Twp 
Wales  Twp(t) 

WNY 

Tittt  NP 
Bel mont 
Hamburg  Twp 
Amity  Twp 

Will iamsvil 1 e  G 1 en 
Tittt  NP 
Alt red  Twp 
Pomtret  Twp 
Tittt  NP 
Amity  Twp. 

Tittt  NP 
Tittt  Np 
Hamburg  Twp. 

Tittt  NP 
Pomtret  Twp. 

Rock  Pt.  PP,  Ont 
Tittt  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Times  Beach  ,  Btlo 
Porter  Twp. 

Alt red  Twp. 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont 
Amity  Twp. 

T  i  1 1 1  Np 
Eden  Twp. 

S  &  E  ot  Btlo 
Almonds  Ward  Twp. 
Carrollton  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pomtret  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pomtret  Twp. 


Watson  et  al  . 

Ax  tel  1 

D ' Anna,  Potter 
Yoerg 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Human n 
D'Anna 
Watson 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

Humann 

D'Anna 

Galas,  Watson 
Ax tel  1 
Harper 
Rew  et  al  . 

Galas,  Rising 
Pi tzrick 
0.  Rosche 

Gal  as  Col  1  ins  et  al 

D&L  Burton 

D'Anna 

Pi tzrick 

Rising 

Galas,  Watson 

Brooks 

Mosher 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

Pi tzrick 
D'Anna 

Watson,  Gal  as 
Rew 

D'Anna 

Mosher 

Watson ,  Col  1  ins 
Gal  as  ,  Col  1  ins 
Cohen  et  al . 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Galas,  Rising 
Brook  s 

Watson  et  al . 

Pi tzrick 
Watson 
Andrl e 

D&L  Burton 
Eaton 
Pi tzrick 
Mosher 
Pi tzrick 

Mosher,  Gul a  Sr. 
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1! 

30 

3 

Rock  Pt .  F'P,  Ont 

Watson  et  al . 

♦  Yel 1 ow  Warbl er 

29F 

1 

Pinehurst 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

30 

7  rprts. 

WNY 

*C'ape  May  Warbler 

30F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson , 

Gal  as ,Col 1  ins  Huma 

♦B1  k-thr .  B1  ue  Warbl er 

30F 

1 

Morgan's  Pt . ,  Ont 

Lange 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

16-30 

1-8 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

II 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

23 

1 

Alma  Twp. 

D&L  Burton 

It 

23 

3 

Tim  NP 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

II 

30 

167 

Rock  Pt.  F'P,  Ont 

Col  1  ins  et  al  . 

*B1.-thr.  Green  Warble 

27F 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp. 

Mosher 

II 

29 

1 

Tim  NP 

Col  1  ins 

*B1 ackburnian  Warbl er 

30F 

o 

Rock  Pt .  F'P,  Ont 

Watson ,  Col  1  ins 

II 

30F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WS 

Harper 

♦Pine  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 1 e  G1 en 

Rising 

II 

30 

1 

Rock  Pt .  F'P,  Ont 

Watson  et  al . 

II 

30 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew,  Walker 

II 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Ax tel  1 

♦Palm  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Pinehurst 

D  Anna 

II 

30 

1 

Rock  Pt.  F'P,  Ont 

Watson  et  al . 

ll 

30 

1 

Amherst 

Cohen 

*B1  ,&w .  Warbl  er 

29F 

1 

Tit -ft  NP 

Col  1  ins 

ll 

30 

5  rprts. 

throughout  area 

♦Ovenbird 

3  OF 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp. 

Moshers 

*N.  Waterthrush 

27F 

ll 

11 

II 

29 

1 

Tim  NP 

Col  1  ins 

♦La.  Waterthrush 

1SF 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp. 

Mosher 

ll 

91  9«=i 

M 

Amity  Twp. 

F'itzr  ick 

♦Rose-br .  Grosbeak 

29F 

1 

T if ft  NP 

Col  1  ins 

II 

30 

l 

Wales  Twp(f) 

0 .  Rosche 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow 

29 

l 

Dar i en  ( f ) 

Harper 

♦Chipping  Sparrow 

4F 

1 

El ma  Twp. 

Col  1  ins 

It 

16 

l 

Bel mont 

D&L  Burton 

Field  Sparrow 

15 

1 

Cl arence  Twp. 

D'Anna 

II 

15F-30 

1-4 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Human n 

ll 

15 

3 

El ma  Twp. 

Col  1  ins ,Gal  as 

II 

15 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

Roberson 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

IF 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

ll 

IF 

1 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

1! 

ll 

4 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Porter 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Chautuaqua  Twp. 

Mosher 

II 

7  1  S 

1,5 

Tift  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

o 

o 

1 

Bel mont 

D&L  Burton 

II 

16,19 

8,4 

Tift  NP 

Gal  as ,Col  1  ins .Watson 

Swamp  Sparrow 

n 

jL. 

1 

Tift  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

8 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen  et  al  . 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1-30 

4-6 

Bel mont 

D&L  Burton 

ll 

16 

1 

Tift  NP 

Watson 

-46 


Vol  .  55  No.  5 


II 

16 

1 

Evans  Twp . 

Gal  as  et  al  . 

II 

30 

130(f) 

Rose  Hill  Rd .  Ont 

Axtel 1 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

29F ,30 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd .  Ont 

Ax tel  1 

II 

30 

jL. 

Tift  NP 

Watson,  Galas, 

Humann 

II 

30 

9 

Bel mont 

D&L  Burton 

Dark-eyed  Junco 
♦J.h.  oreganus 

7 

l 

W .El  1 icott  Twp . 

Sundel 1  ,  0'Brians 

*Bobol ink 

30F 

7-8 

Chautauqua  Twp. 

Mosher 

♦Brewer's  Blackbird 

16 

1 

Tift  NP 

Coll  ins ,Gal as ,Rising 
♦Northern  Oriole 

30F 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

0.  Rosche 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

7  rpts 

Western  NY 

♦Common  Redpol 1 

8 

3 

Warsaw  Twp. 

Gal  as 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2-26 

3-5 

Wal es  Twp  .  (f ) 

0.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids  previously  reported  . . 

.  128 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids 

reported 

this  issue  . . 

.  59 

Total  for  year  . 

******** 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 

1989  BOS  APRIL  BIRD  COUNT 


Date:  April  9,  1989 

Count  Compiler:  Richard  Collins 

Weather:  AM —  Partly  cloudy,  temperature  in  the  high  20's  and  low  30's;  light  variable 

winds;  snow  squalls  in  some  territories  started  shortly  before  noon,  reducing  visabil ity 
severely  at  times.  PM — Partly  cloudy  to  sunny;  temperature  in  the  min  30's;  winds  strong 
at  15  to  30  mph ,  general  1  y  -from  the  West. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  o-f  species  on  the  count  and  total  numbers.  Where 
species  were  recorded  in  three  or  -fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in 
parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate  that  acceptable  written  ver if icat ions  were 
received.  An  asterisk  indicates  the  first  record  of  1989.  An  "f"  indicates  the  first 
spring  migrant  record. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon  -  19 

Pied  Billed  Grebe  -  73 

Horned  Grebe  -  65 

D. -crested  Cormorant  -  9(1, 7, 9) 

Great  B1 ue  Heron  -  225 

B1  .-cr.  Night  Heron  -  188  (2) 

Tundra  Swan  -  63 

Mute  swan  -  1(1) 


American  Widgeon  -  238 
Canvasback  -  42 
Redhead  -  18 
Ring  Necked  Duck  -  968 
Greater  Scaup  -  1599 
Lesser  Scaup  -  1176 
unidentified  scaup  -  20  (6) 
King  Eider  -  1(3) 
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Canada  Goose  -  46014 
Wood  Duck  -  314 
Green  Winged  Teal  -  175 
Am.  Black  Duck  -  124 
Mai  1 ard  -  1482 
Northern  Pintail  -  103 
Blue  Winged  Teal  -  179 
Northern  Shovel er  -  64 
Gadwal 1  -  71 


Turkey-Vul ture  -  185 
Osprey  -  8 
Bald-Eagle  -  1(10) 
Northern  Harrier  -  88 
Sharp-sh inned  Hawk  -  19 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  9 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  15 


Kill  deer  -  475 

Gr.  Yellowlegs  t  -  17(5,13,22) 
Lsr .  Yellowlegs  t  -  3(5,13) 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  t  -  9(13) 


01 dsquaw  -  1722 
White  Winged  Scoter  -  31 
Common  Gol deneye  -  229 
Buttlehead  -  377 
Hooded  Merganser  -  192 
Common  Merganser  -  510 
Red-Br.  Merganser  -  2023 
Ruddy  Duck  -  12(5,13,21) 
Great  Egret  -  2(10,20) 
VULTURES  -  RAILS 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  237 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  19 
American  Kestral  -  294 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  46 
Rut -fed  Grouse  -  60 
Wild  Turkey  -  157 
American  Coot  -  130 

Shorebirds 

Purple  Sandpiper  -  10(2,9) 
Common  Snipe  -  85 
American  Woodcock  -  35 


Gul 1 s  -  FI ycatchers 


Little  Gull  -  8(2,3,20) 
Bonaparte's  Gull  -  9983 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  91799 
Herring  Gull  -  6019 
Iceland  Gull  -  1(20) 

Gr.  B1 -backed  Gull  -  169 
♦Caspian  Ternt  -  1(4) 

Rock  Dove  -  1825 
Mourning  Dove  -  1614 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  3(9,10) 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  27 


Barred  Owl  -  4(21,28) 

Long-eared  Owl  -  1 (8) 

Belted  King-fisher  -  81 
Red-bel 1 ied  Woodpecker  20 
Yel -bellied  Sap sucker  17(19,20,28) 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  355 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  102 
Northern  FI icker  -  192 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  19 
Eastern  Phobe  -  140 


Larks  -  Starl ings 


Horned  Lark  -  114 

♦Purl e  Martin  t-  4(3,7,21) 

Tree  Swallow  -  1944 

Barn  Swal 1 ow  -  19 

B! ue  Jay  -  9/5 

American  Crow  -  5168 

Common  Raven  -  2(28) 

B1 .-capped  Chickadee  -  1470 
Tutted  Titmouse  -  32 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  31 


Winter  Wren  -  17 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  487 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  5(14,18,28) 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  109 
Hermit  Thrush  -  5(14,28) 
American  Robin  -  11771 
Gray  Catbird  -4(19,25,28) 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  14 
Brown  Thrasher  -  1(28) 

♦Water  Pi pet  t  -  53 
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White-br.  Nuthatch  -  234  Cedar  Waxwing  -  144 

Brown  Creeper  -  66  Northern  Shrike  -  1 (28) 

Carol ina  Wren  -  10  European  Star! ing  -  23694 

Warblers  -  Finches 


Yel  .-rumped  Warbler  f  -  3(22,28) 

Northern  Cardinal  -  618 

Rut our-sided  Towhee  -  16 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow  -  356 

Chipping  Sparrow  -  18 

♦Field  Sparrow  f  -  26 

♦Vesper  Sparrow  f  -  3(13,20) 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  34 

Fox  Sparrow  -  31 

Song  Sparrow  -  1860 

Wh. -throated  Sparrow  -  62 

Wh. -Crowned  Sparrow  -  8 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  43 


Dark-eyed  Junco  -  2833 
Red-wing.  Blackbird  -  14052 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  166 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  152 
Common  Grackle  -  13779 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  2144 
Purple  Finch  -  213 
House  Finch  -  2581 
Common  Redpol 1  -  1(28) 

Pine  Siskin  -  11(14,28) 
American  Goldfinch  -  638 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  1(28) 
House  Sparrow  -  2299 


Statistics 


Species  Count:  128  -  Slightly  below  Average 
Individuals:  260,911  -  20  Year  High  -  Second  Highest  Ever 

Observers:  264 


Record  High  Counts: 


Other  High  Counts: 


Low  Counts: 


Wood  Duck  -  314 
Greeen-winged  Teal 
Mallard  -  1482 
Ring-necked  Duck  - 
Purple  Sandpiper  - 
Little  Gull  -  8 
Ring-bil 1 ed  Gul 1  - 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  -  169 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  27 
American  Crow  -  5168 
Common  Raven  -  2  (first  ever) 
House  Finch  -  2581 
(increasing  each  year  since 


-  175 

968 

10 

91 ,799 
Gull  - 


76) 


-  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  -  40  yr. 

-  Gadwal 1  -  10  yr. 

-  Rough-legged  Hawk  -  15  yr . 

-  American  Kestral  -  15  yr. 

-  Carol ina  Wren  -  10  yr. 

-  European  Star! ing  -  10  yr . 


-  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  10  yr . 

-  Cooper's  Hawk  -  15  yr . 

-  Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  15  yr. 
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-  Eastern  Meadow! ark  -  40  yr. 

-  American  Gold-finch  -  10  yr. 

-  Evening  Grosbeak  -  20  yr . 

-  House  Sparrow  -  25  yr . 

Unusual  Sightings:  -  King  Eider  -  First  in  18  yrs . 

-  Merl in  -  1 

-  Caspian  Tern  -  1 

-  Northern  Shrike  -  1 


Observers 

Compilers  Names  are  Under! ined 
#1 )  David  Cooper,  Gary  Novosel 
#2)  Dick  Byron.  Bobbie  Byron 

#3)  Wi  1 1  ie  D  -'Anna ,  Betsy  Potter,  Wa!  ter  ?<  Harriette  Klabundie 
#4)  Bob  Brock ,  William  Watson 

#5)  Dick  Christensen,  Peg  Christensen,  Bill  Burch ,  Gail  Seamans,  Marion 
Smith 

#6)  Joe  Thill  ,  Joe  Thill  Jr.,  John  Thill 
#7)  Robert  Andrle,  Marcya  Foster 
#8)  Mike  Zebehazy 

#9)  Don  Robertson ,  Ed  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Stegmier 
# 1 0 )  Dick  Collins,  Mary  Canfield 

#11)  A1 ec  Human n .  Sharon  Sisti,  Kathy  Hentz ,  Ruth  Williams,  Bethany  Robson 

#12)  Marie  Wend!  ing ,  Anne  Bauer,  Ray  Franz  ,  Tom  Harper,  Cy  Wolfing 

#13)  Dave  Kel 1 er ,  George  Mahoney,  Don  Thorau,  Bob  &  Eileen  Hull 

#14)  Barbara  Walker,  Ken  &  Barb  Brandes,  Mrs.  J.  Hunley,  Bob  Lucile 
Leonard,  Mary  Saville,  Mr  Mrs  Mausser ,  Lois  Abbott,  F'hyl  is  Hansen,  Barb 
Howard ,  Jane  Wilson,  Jane  Skrypic,  Marian  Dornhaf-fer,  Jane  Heyer ,  Erma  Kern 

#15)  Bill  Bogackil,  Alice  McKale,  Q1 ga  Rosche 

#16)  Joe  Pi Domenico,  Ron  Lang 

#17)  Wave!  &  Maxine  Barbar ,  Carolyn  Frank ,  Audrey  Horbett 
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#18)  Mike  Galas.  Don  &  Jane  Clark,  Gerry  Rising,  Art  Schaffner 

#19)  Alice  Evans,  F.  Clancey,  R.  Andrews,  S.  Herdman ,  V.  Rice,  MM.  Lang, 

MM.  H.  Lilly,  A  Evans,  L.  Wilson,  H.  Morse,  J  Kowlakowski,  E.  Bohram,  MM.  R. 
Nicholson,  J,  Perry ,  MM.  E.  Smith,  MM.  0.  Williams,  L.  Hotchkiss,  MM.  R. 

Wi 1  son 

#20)  Terry  Mahoney,  C  &  R  Budniewski,  S.  Clark,  J.  Flory,  J.  Goetz,  J.  Gul a 

Sr.  &  Jr.,  G.  Mezzio,  T.  Mosher,  D&  L  Neveu,  M.  Sunden ,  K.  Souter,  T  &  D 

Welch,  P .  Hanlon 

#21)  Bob  Sundel 1  .  A.  Cal  a,  0  &  G  Carlson,  J.  Cheney,  D.  Cooney,  J.  Heilman, 
J.  Nelson,  J.  Pigman,  D.  Pihlblad,  C.  Roby,  S  &  A  Seaberg ,  S.  Suckow,  C. 
Wagner,  M.  Werner 

#22)  Bob  Sundel  1  ,  J  &  M  Cl  ark  ,  B  ?<  L  G'Brian 

#23)  Bob  Sundel 1 .  D.  Conney,  S  &  D  Johnson,  S.  Maggio,  J.  Nelson,J.  Maggio, 

C.  Maggio,  J.  Nelson,  J.  Pigman,  T.  Simmons 

#24)  Tim  Baird 

#25)  Tim  Baird,  D.  Baker,  A.  Bordonaro,  L.  Bordonaro,  A.  Church,  M.  Green, 

A.  Knittle,  F.  Meyer,  C.  Vales,  J  &  R  Van  Scoy 

#26)  Doris  Burton,  L.  Burton,  P  &  M  Conklin,  M  S<  A  Scott,  J  &  B  Compton ,  S. 
Foster 

#27)  Doris  Burton,  D.  Hul bert ,  EL  King,  L.  Simons,  S.  Simons,  M.  Jordan ,  F. 
Degroff,  W.  Sanford,  B  &  C  James,  M.  Barnett ,  H.  Link 

#28)  Elizabeth  Brooks.  C.  Coch ,  P  &  C  Cully,  E.  Cushing,  H  b.  L  Deverel  1  ,  B 
J  Eisenhardt,  T  S<  P  Finley,  J.  Freeman,  C.  Gradoni,  M  &  S  K’lingsmith,  C. 
MacDonal  d ,  J  &  A  Ninos,  M.  Ormsby,  R.  Paige,  B.  Perry,  B  S<  A  Pipal  ,  S.  Wood, 
R.  Allen,  D.  Bayless,  E.  Biehl ,  D  &  L  Brink,  J.  Copenheaver ,  J  &  L  Gibson, 

M.  Hayes,  J.  Heller,  V.  Ide,  W  &  B  Kellogg,  M.  Delavergne,  R.  Mason,  E. 

Mason ,  M.  Mason,  L.  Phel en ,  V.  Sharrett ,  G.  Witter,  S.  Beckhorn,  W, 

Franklin,  K.  Kent,  K  &  M  McClure,  C.  Stevens,  H.  Ward,  M  &  M  Adams,  D  St  L 
Burton,  C.  Button,  M.  Hotchkiss,  R  &  V  Pitzrick,R.  Clark,  D  &  E  Coats,  P  &  M 
Fuller,  L.  Rositzke,  M.  Brown,  T  ?<  L  Vossler,  M.  Pitzrick,  C  &  D  Burdick, 

H.  Graves,  F  &  E  Cronauer ,  G  &  A  Dunham,  H  ?<  L  Fauzy,  E.  Larson ,  J.  Strong, 

B.  Taggart,  G.  Taggart ,  W  &  F  Thompson,  R.  Stick,  F  &  P  Wygant 


From  Our  Members 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  Nest  in  Hamburg 

A  pair  of  Red-breasted  nuthatches  frequented  a  Hamburg  suet  log  all  winter  in  the 
company  of  wh ite-brested  nuthatches  and  downy  woodpeckers.  However, they  did  not  leave 
on  migration  and  on  June  15,  appeared  with  two  fledglings.  One  of  these  perched  on  top 
of  the  log  while  the  other  sat  next  to  the  adult  on  the  suet  cage,  begging  and  being 
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fed.  The  arrival  of  a  downy  or  a  blue  jay  sent  them  into  the  mul berry  from  which  the 
feeder  is  suspended,  but  they  returned  almost  immediately.  Nearbyhouse  finches  did  not 
disturb  them. 

During  the  following  week,  the  persistant  ank-ank-ank  could  be  heard  throughout  the 
neighborhood  with  the  adults  being  regul ar  visitors,  Again  on  June  21,  the  parent  was 
sighted  on  the  suet  serving  food  to  the  young  on  the  branch  above.  The  latter  then  flew 
to  the  nearby  hanging  feeder  for  mixed  seed.  Three  nuthatches  were  on  the  suet  June  19, 
so  appearently  both  chicks  are  surviving  in  spite  of  the  number  cats  in  the 
neighborhood . 

Such  nesting  is  uncommon  at  this  low  altitude. 

Marion  Dornhaffer 

It's  Limmerick  Time 


You  didn't  like  my  last  limmerick?  Did  you  expect  perfection?  Having  fun  is  the 
name  of  the  game,  so  put  your  ideas  on  paper  and  help  make  our  banquet  merrier.  Don't 
worry  if  the  meter  is  off  a  bit,  or  the  rhyme  is — almost.  Turn  it  in  anyway.  It's 
certain  to  be  better  than  this  one: 


Some  creatures  have  it  so  tough 
Of  troubles  they've  more  than  enough 
Like  the  lovely  young  reeve 
Who  went  about  in  a  peeve 
For  her  love  life  is  always  so  ruff. 


Send  your  gems  to  me  soon . 


Marion  Dornhaffer. 
******** 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 
each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in 
November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334 
Mam  Street  (corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from 
Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


Sept.  13:  Members''  slide  show — Everyone  is  urged  to  share  slides  of 

their  recent  birding  adventures. 


Sept  27: 


Steve  Eaton  will  present  a  talk  and  slide  show  on  the 
Galapagos  Islands. 


□ct.  11: 


□ct . 


25: 


Annual  Meeting — election  of  Officers,  President's  program 
and  discussion  of  60th  Anniversary  Banquet. 

Program  to  be  announced . 
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Nov.  10: 


Dec .  13: 


Friday — 60th  Anniversary  Banquet  at  Daffodil's 

Restaurant ,  930  Maple  Road,  Wil 1 iamsvill  e ,  NY. 

Program  followed  by  Holiday  Celebration. 


******** 


Membership  News 

Please  note  the  following  changes  in  your  membership  roster: 


Roberta  McDonald 
29  Innwood  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 
886-1066 


Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave 
Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-52SS 


FIELD  TRIPS 

August  27:  Sunday:  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds  and  warblers.  Meet 

at  Vermont  and  Busti  at  7  am.  The  trip  will  stop  on  the  Canadian 
side  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:15 
(slightly  1 ater  if  there  are  any  interesting  birds  on  the  American 
side.  Leader-Dick  Byron,  662-4783. 


September  3:  Sunday:  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  ans  Times  Beach  for  warblers  and 

shorebirds.  Meet  in  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  parking  lot  at  7:30. 
This  is  a  half-day  trip. 


October  8: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

October  Bird  Count. 

December  17: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

Christmas  Bird  Count. 

April  15,  '90: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

April  Bird  Count. 

May  13,  '90: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

MAY  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further- 
information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  DialaBird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  1 ater  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls, 
NY  14304. 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  five. 
Buffalo,  NY  14222 


Back  Issues 

Editor : 


Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $.50  per  copy. 

Chari es  Hal vorsen 
212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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June,  1989 

THE  MONTH  Number  6 


WEATHER:  The  amazing  Karnak  visited  the  Society  recently,  and  told  us 

35  degrees  (F)  to  45  degrees  (F)  ,  partly  cloudy,  winds  from  the  North  or 
West  from  5  to  15  mph .  We  did  not  need  and  envelope  to  know  he  had  just 
told  us  the  weather  for  every  weekend  from  the  end  of  March  until  mid 
May.  May,  like  April  was  cold  but  with  the  additional  attraction  of 
also  being  wet  and  gloomy.  The  high  temperature  for  each  day  did  not 
reach  55  degrees  (F)  and  remain  until  the  13th.  The  average  temperature 
was  55.1  degrees  (F) ,  1  degree  below  normal  with  the  average  high  being 
63.5  degrees  (F)  ,  2.4  degrees  (F)  below  normal  ,  and  the  average  low 
being  46.7  degrees  (F)  ,  .4  degrees  higher  than  normal.  The  clouds 

poured  7.22  inches  of  rain  on  our  heads,  4.13  inches  higher  than  normal 
and  also  delivered  a  late  snowfall  of  7.9  inches  on  the  7th.  The  clouds 
parted  to  provide  40%  sunshine  as  compared  to  a  normal  58%  for  the 
month.  A  warm  front  entered  our  territory  on  the  13th  and  remained 
until  the  20th  pushing  high  temperatures  up  to  85  degrees  (F)  on  the 
18th  and  19th.  Other  fronts  entered  on  the  25th  and  29th. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS:  On  the  24th  Walter  K1 abunde  located  an  American 
White  Pelican  at  Four  Mile  Creek.  Beardsl ee  and  Mitchell  reported  only 
ten  sightings  of  this  species  in  our  territory,  four  of  which  occurred 
in  the  19th  century  (Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Clark  S. 
Beardsl ee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  22  Bulletin  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  1965,  p.90).  Bull  reports  only  25  sightings  of  this 
species  in  New  York  with  no  additional  sightings  of  the  species  in 
Western  New  York  and  also  no  breeding  record  for  the  species  in  New  York 
State  (Birds  of  New  York  State,  John  Bull,  Cornel  1  University  Press, 
p.65).  Andrle  and  Carrol  1  also  reported  no  breeding  record  of  the 
species  in  the  state  (The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State. 
Robert  F.  Andrle  and  Janet  R.  Carrol  1  ,  editors,  Cornell  University 
Press,  1988.  The  Burtons  and  Fullers  found  a  Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron 
in  Scio  Township  on  the  11th.  The  cold  weather  kept  the  Bay  ducks  in 
our  territory  until  the  warm  front  of  the  13th  pushed  them  north. 
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El izabeth  Brooks  recaptured  a  4th  year  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  which  she  had 
earl ier  banded  in  October.  Cohen's  museum  class  observed  a 
B1  ack-bel 1 ied  Plover  in  Fort  Erie  on  the  13th.  Gal  as  &  Rising  reported 
the  highest  concentrat ion  o-f  Whimbrel  ,  66,  at  Morgan's  Point  on  the 
27th.  Moving  on  to  Rock  Point  they  observed  both  Western  and 
White-rumped  Sandpipers.  Our  members'  lists  contain  16  species  o-f 
Scolopacidae  this  month.  Add  the  Purple  Sandpiper,  Wilson's  Phalarope, 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  and  Woodcock  reported  earl ier  this  year  and  our 
members  have  reported  20  at  the  32  species  o-f  eastern  Sandpipers. 
Roberson's  observations  indicate  a  large  number  of  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  survived  our  warm  winter  outside  the  Iroquois  Wildlife 
Refuge  area.  The  Empidonax  FI ycatchers  sang  loudly  enough  for  our 
members  to  hear  the  Acadian,  Alder  and  Willow  Flycatchers.  Vivian 
Pitzrick  reported  32  nesting  Bluebird  pairs  by  the  end  of  May.  Galas, 
Rising  and  the  Moshers  found  Yel 1 ow-throated  Vireos.  The  warbler 
migration  peaked  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  month.  Dur  members 
reported  30  species  of  Parul idae  included  in  noteworthy  records  and  also 
at  least  5  other  species  not  considered  noteworthy  for  a  total  of  35  of 
the  about  45  wood  warbler  species  and  subspecies.  Pitzrick  located  a 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Amity  Township  on  the  15th.  Many  observers  saw 
an  Orchard  Oriole  in  Forest  Lawn  on  the  13th  and  elsewhere  1 atter  in  the 
month . 

MEMBERS  IN  THE  FIELD:  Thank  you  Bob  Andrle,  Wavel  Ss  Maxine  Barber,  Ann 
Bauer ,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Doris  and  Lou  Burton,  Ken  Cohen,  Willie  D'Anna 
and  Betsy  Potter,  Steve  Eaton,  Mike  Galas,  Hess,  Ron  Lange,  Terry 
Mosher,  Vivian  and  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Fran  Rew ,  Gary  Rising,  Don 
Roberson,  Olga  Rosche,  Ellen  Shopp ,  Bill  Watson  and  E.A.  Williams  for 
your  field  reports.  Thank  you  Gary  Rising  for  you  Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 1 e  Glenn 
migration  report . 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to 
Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  ( B . 0 . S .  1904)  has  been 

received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithol gical 
Society . 


Name  of  Bird 

Common  Loon 
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*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 

May  Number  Locat i on  Observer 

27  4  Rock&Morgan  Pts.  Watson  et  al . 
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6F-21 

2-6 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson,  Gal  as  + 

n 

13 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp. 

Mosher 

★Wh i mbre 1 

23F 

23 

Morgan's  Pt .  Ont . 

Lange 

tl 

27 

1 

Rock  Pt,  PP 

Galas,  Rising 

ii 

X-  t 

66 

Morgan's  Pt .  Ont 

Galas,  Rising 

t! 

27 

Windmill  Pt .  Ont 

Watson  et  al . 

★Ruddy  Turnstone 

13F 

•~y 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al . 

it 

20 

1 

Iroquios  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al . 

i! 

24 

n 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers,  Gula  Jr. 

!! 

n*7 

JLm  f 

5 

Crescent  Beach  Ont 

Galas,  Rising 

Sanderl ing 

7"7p 

3 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Gal  as  et  al 

★Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

13F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

it 

20 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

t» 

20 

5 

Dunnville  Twp.  Ont 

Wi 1 1 iams 

★Western  Sandpiper 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Galas,  Rising 

★Least  Sandpiper 

6F 

14 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Rising 

it 

13 

Im 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

if 

•77 

a-  r 

i 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D'Anna  et  al 

★White-rump.  Sandpiper 

27F 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Galas,  Rising 

II 

28 

l 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Andrle,  Brock  (BOS 

Dun!  in 

9 

n 

iL 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

D  Anna 

H 

13 

— i 

/ 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

ft 

C.  X- 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising 

1! 

26 

1 

Eden  Twp 

Andrl e 

if 

jL  / 

30 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson,  Galas  + 

★Short-b .  Dowitcher 

2  OF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

-? 

f 

2000 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Galas  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

7L 

i 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson (BOS) 

Glaucous  Gull 

7L 

1 

if 

»l 

Caspian  Tern 

12 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

Galas,  Rising 

ti 

14 

Par ter  T wp . 

D'Anna  et  al 

★Forster's  Tern 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*B1 ack  Tern 

6F ,  24 

8,10 

ii 

Watson  et  al 

1! 

14 

i 

Buf f a I o 

Schopp 

★Black-b.  Cuckoo 

19F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

li 

20 

Xm 

Pt .  Gratiiot 

Mosher  ,  Gul a  Sr  . 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

29F 

1 

Allegany  Resvor. 

Gal  as  ,  Col  1  ins 

★Common  Nighthawk 

4F 

1 

Buf 1 al o 

Yoerg 

!! 

20 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna  et  al 

If 

■n 

jL  jL- 

<1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

U 

25 

1 

Depew 

W£»:M  Barber 

II 

29 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Whip-poor-wil 1 

15 

1-2 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 
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♦Ruby— thr .  Hummingbird 

13F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo 

D'Anria  et  al 

ll 

14-31 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tz rick 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

13F 

1 

Tifft  NR 

D'Anna  et  al 

tl 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen ,Rachl  in 

Red-belled  Wdpkr. 

13 

1 

Ft.  Abino,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

II 

16 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

II 

16,19,2 

Niagara  Co. 

Roberson 

*E.  Wood-F'ewee 

16F-31 

1-4 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

II 

16F 

1 

Amherst 

Cohen 

♦Yellow-b.  FI ycatcher 

16F 

1 

Will msv  i  1 1 e  G1 en 

Rising  et  al 

If 

27,28 

1,2 

Rock  Ft.  FP 

Watson,  Andrle 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

29 

1  (F'DBA) 

Pomfret  Twp 

Gal  as  et  al 

♦Alder  Flycatcher 

16F-31 

1-12 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

II 

29 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Gal  as  et  al 

II 

29 

1 

A1 1 egany  Resvor . 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Willow  FI ycatcher 

15F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rew  et  al 

1! 

19 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

19 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Eastern  Kingbird 

6 

1 

Porter  Twp 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Cl  iff  Swallow 

3F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Galas,  Frank 

ll 

~7 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont 

Gal  as  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

7reports 

WNY 

Brown  Creeper 

20 

9 

Dunnville  Twp,  Ont 

Willi ams 

Carol ina  Wren 

1-21 

1-2 

Bel mont 

D&L  Burton 

ll 

13 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

ll 

14 

1 

Buck horn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

It 

17,29 

2,1 

Dunkirk  Twp 

Gal  as  et  al 

II 

20 

1-2 

Pt .  Gratiot 

Mosher,  Gul a  Sr 

♦Marsh  Wren 

7F 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna,  Burch 

II 

20 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D  Anna  et  al 

Go 1 den-c r .  K i ng 1 et 

6L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Galas  + 

II 

17 

1 

Allegany  SP 

Galas  et  al 

ll 

31 

■n 

Alfred  Twp 

Brook s 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

28L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ll 

28L 

1 

Will msvil 1 e  61  en 

Rising 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

19 

•J 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Collins 

Eastern  Bluebird 

31 

31prs 

Ami tyO. Ward  Twp 

Pi  tzrick 

II 

6-29 

7reports 

WNY 

Veery 

6 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Rising 

ll 

6 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

♦Gray-ch .  Thrush 

1 4F ,25 

II 

ll 

ll 

28 

4im 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

1! 

29 

4m 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

♦Swainson 's  Thrush 

6F 

1 

If 

Hess 

It 

13 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Galas  et  al 

II 

13 

i 

1 

Pt .  Abino,  Ont 

Cohen  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo 

Andrl e 

N.  Mockingbird 

9,16 

M 

Niagara  Co. 

Roberson 

♦White-eyed  Vireo 

1SF 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Sol itary  Vireo 

18 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

♦Yel 1 ow-thr .  Vireo 

4F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Galas,  Rising 
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II 

5 

1 

Pom-Fret  Twp 

♦Warbl ing  Vireo 

IF 

1 

II 

II 

IF 

1 

Will  msvi 1 1 e  G1 en 

*Ph i 1  ad 1 pha .  Vi reo 

13F 

1 

Pt .  Abino,  Ont 

It 

15 

1 

Tif-ft  NP 

II 

29 

1 

Canadaway  Ck .  NS 

♦Red -eyed  Vireo 

14F-31 

1-5 

Amity  Twp 

II 

15 

1 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp 

ll 

15 

1 

Tim  NP 

Blue-wing  Warbler 

c r 

1 

Will msvi 1 1 e  G1 en 

♦Gold. -wing  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

II 

16F 

1 

Amherst 

II 

29 

1 

Allegany  Resvr . 

♦"Brewster's  Warbler" 

16F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

II 

18 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp 

II 

29 

1 

Allegany  Resvr. 

♦Tennessee  Warbler 

7F 

jL. 

Tim  NP 

II 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

♦Grange-cr.  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Tim  NP 

II 

9 

1 

ll 

It 

14 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp 

Northern  Parul a 

6F 

1 

Fort  Niagar  SP 

11 

6F,7 

1,1 

Tim  NP 

1! 

20,029 

1 

Al 1 egany  Resvr . 

♦Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Times  Beach ,  B-flc 

1! 

6 

1 

Amherst 

♦Magnolia  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

ll 

6F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

Cape  May  Warbler 

5 

1 

II 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

ll 

ncr 

A-J 

1 

Niagara  Co, 

Yel 1 ow-r .  Warbl er 

24L 

1 

Will msvi 1 1 e  G1 en 

Pine  Warbler 

i,5L 

1,1 

II 

ll 

4 

1 

Tim  NP 

ll 

5L 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

♦Prarie  Warbler 

12F-24 

1-4 

Amity  Twp 

ll 

20 

1 

Pt  Gratiot 

ll 

29 

3  (PDBA) 

Carrol  1  Twp 

♦Bay-br.  Warbler 

6F 

i 

I 

Four  Mile  Cr.  SP 

ll 

14 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp 

♦B1 ackpol  1  Warbler 

19F 

r-, 

Tifft  NP 

ll 

19F 

3 

Will msvi! le  Glen 

II 

19F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

♦Cerulean  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Tim  NP 

II 

14 

1 

Pom-fret  Twp 

B1 ,-w .  Warbl er 

24L 

a 

l 

Iroquois  NWR 

♦American  Redstart 

6F 

2 

Porter  Twp 

ll 

13 

1 

Tifft  Np 

♦Prothonotary  Warbler 

24 

n, 

Iroquois  NWR 

♦Worm-eating  Warbler 

16 

1 

Orchard  Park  Twp 

♦Swain son "s  Warbler 

18 

1 

Lancaster 

Mosher 

II 

Rising 
Cohen  et  al 
Rew  et  al 
Galas  et  al 
Pitzrick 
Eaton 
D'Anna 
Rising 

Roberson , Potter 
Cohen 

Galas  et  al 
Roberson,  Potter 
Mosher 

Gal  as ,  Col  1  ins 
Cohen  et  al 
Cohen,  Rachl in 
Galas,  Watson (BOS) 
M&M  Gal  as 
Mosher 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Galas,  Watson  + 

Gal  as  et  a 1 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Cohen 

Watson,  Rising 
D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

Watson,  Rising 

Roberson 

Rising 

II 

D'Anna,  Potter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Pitzrick 

Mosher,  Gul  a  Sr 

Galas  et  al 

D'Anna 

Mosher 

Galas,  Lange 
Rising,  Galas 
D'Anna,  Collins 
D'Anna,  Burch 
Mosher 
Watson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Watson,  Galas 

Watson 

Hess 

Bauer 
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Ovenb i rd 

1 

1 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp 

Eaton 

N.  Waterthrush 

3-22 

8report 

s  WNY 

♦ken tuck  y  Warb  1  er 

16 

1 

Will msvil 1 e  61 en 

Rising 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

13F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

IS 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Common  Yel 1 owthroat 

3F 

1 

II 

Lange 

II 

6-31 

1-17 

Amity  Twp 

Pitsrick 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Goat  Is. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

It 

13 

1 

Alma  Twp 

D&L  Burton 

II 

13 

n 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp 

Eaton 

♦W  i  1  son  •'  s  Warb  1  er 

18F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

18F 

l 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

If 

28 

1 

li 

Watson 

♦Canada  Warbler 

17F 

Tifft  NP 

Gal  as  et  al 

II 

17F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp 

Eaton 

II 

29 

l 

Wheatfield  Twp 

Roberson 

♦Yellow-br.  Chat 

15F 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pitsrick 

II 

19 

l 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

♦Scarlet  Tanager 

2F  ,7 

M 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp(f) 

Eaton 

II 

6 

l 

Four  Mile  Cr .  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

♦Indigo  Bunting 

14F 

l 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen ,  Rachl in 

tl 

17 

i 

Bel mont 

D?v;L  Burton 

♦Cl  ay -col  .  Sparr  ow 

15 

l 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

Vesper  Sparrow 

14 

i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Cohen,  Rachl in 

♦Grasshopper  Srarrow 

6F ,  18 , 

i  ?  7  <=; 

Pomftet  Twp 

Mosher 

il 

j  — , 

i  ( 

1 

M 

Gal  as  et  al 

li 

17,24 

1,1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tz rick 

♦Henslow's  Sparrow 

6F,2i 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

17 

l 

Clarence  Twp 

Gal  as  et  al 

♦Lincoln's  Sparrow 

13F , 14 

M 

Tifft  NP 

D'Anna,  Galas  + 

1! 

16 

l 

Dunk  irk 

Mosher  et  al 

II 

1  o 

1 

Niagara  Co. 

Roberson,  Potter 

Wh  i  te-thr  .  Spar-roe 

2-23L 

4-7 

Wa 1 es ( f ) 

0.  Rose he 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

6-2LL 

2-4 

II 

II 

Lapland  Longspur 

9L 

1 

Cl  ymer 

Johnson 

Rusty  Blackbird 

17 

1 

Erie  Co. 

Roberson 

il 

20 

r~; 

jL 

Dunnvi 1 1 e  Twp  ,  Ont 

Will iams 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

13F 

3 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo 

D"Anna,  Watson  + 

II 

27 

I 

w* 

Rathfon  Ft,  Ont 

Watson,  D"Anna  + 

it 

28 

<-> 

Rock  Pt  PP 

Andrle,  Byron (BOS 

Northern  Oriole 

er 

n 

Amherst 

Cohen 

♦Pine  Grosbeak 

20 

1 

Dunn v i 1 1 e  Twp ,  Ont 

Will iams 

Pine  Siskin 

19-23 

1-2 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pi tz rick 

Species ,  subspecies  & 

hybrids 

p  rev i ou  s 1 

y  recorded  ....... 

.  .  .  187 

Species,  subspecies  & 

hybrids 

recorded 

this  issue  (incl.  May  co 

unt) .  67 

Total  for  year  .  .  . 

.  .  .254 
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******** 

Qrganizat ional  Activities 

B.O.S.  Bird  Count 
May  21,  1989 

Count  Compiler:  Ellen  M.  Schopp 

Temperatures  ranged  -from  the  upper  40 's  in  the  morning  to  the  low  70 !s  away  froi 
the  lake  in  the  afternoon.  The  skies  were  mostly  cloudy  with  some  reports  of  fo< 
or  light  rain  in  the  morning.  The  afternoon  skies  cleared  bringing  some  sun,  bui 
still  produced  an  afternoon  shower  in  one  territory.  The  winds  were  variable  witi 
strong  gusts  reported  from  many  of  the  territories  throughout  the  day. 

ion:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  and  total  numbers.  If  species  wen 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses 
Underlined  names  indicate  that  accepable  writte  verification  reports  wen 
received  and  are  being  kept  in  file  by  the  B.O.S. 

Loons  -  Ducks 

Mai  1 ard  -  881 
Northern  Pintail  -  2(10) 

Blue-wing  Teal  -  107 
Northern  Shovel er  -  16  (10) 

Gadwall  -  11  (5,10,11) 

American  Wigeon  -  23 
Redhead  -  1  (20) 

Greater  Scaup  -  9  (3) 

Lesser  Scaup  -  3  (3,25) 

White-winged  Scoter  -  2  (2) 

Common  Goldeneye  -  1  (5)  L 
Buffi ehead  -  2  (11,13)  L 
Hooded  Merganser  -  22 
Common  Merganser  -  39  (8,21,24) 

Red-breasted  Merganser  -  23 
Ruddy  Duck  -  6  (3) 


Vultures  -  Coots 

American  Kestrel  -  77 
Peregrine  Falcon  -  1  (10) 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  29 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  41 
Wild  Turkey  -  56 
Virginia  Rail  -  8  (7,10,23) 
Sor  a  -  1 2 


Common  Loon  -  12 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  13 
Horned  Grebe  -  2(19,26)L 
Dbl  .-crested  Cormorant  -  68 
American  Bittern  -  1  (14) 
Least  Bittern  -  2  (7) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  255 
Great  Egret  -  4  (7,10) 

Green -backed  Heron  -  53 
B1 .-crown  Night  Heron  -  117 
Tundra  Swan  -  1  (7)  L 
Mute  Swan  -  1  (11) 

Brant  -  10  (2) 

Canada  Goose  -  1261 
Wood  Duck  -  113 
Green-winged  Teal  -  3  (10,11) 
American  Black  Duck  -  2  (13) 


Turkey  Vulture  -  272 
Osprey  -  5 

Bald  Eagle  -  2  (10,20) 
Northern  Harrier  -  19 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  6 
Cooper's  Hawk  -  12 
Red-shoul dered  Hawk  -  16 
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Broad-winged  Hawk  -  19 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  192 


Black-bellied  Plover  -  1  (13) 
Semipal mated  Plover  -  51 
Kill  deer  -  631 
Greater  Yell  owl egs  -  6  L 
Lesser  Yell  owl egs  -  8 
Sol itary  Sandpiper  -  17 
Spotted  Sandpiper  -  123 
Upland  Sandpiper  -  2  (2) 

Ruddy  Turnstone  -  24 


Bonaparte's  Gull  -  228 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  16,017 
Herring  Gul 1  -  130 
Great  Black-b.  Gull  -  24 
Caspian  Tern  -  1  (20)  -  L 
Common  Tern  -  205 
B1  ac):  Tern  -  16  (7,10,13) 
Rock  Dove  -  1397 
Mourning  Dove  -  1443 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  -  12 


Common  Moorhen  -  16 
American  Coot  -  41 

Shorebirds 

★Sander! ing  -  7  (7,21) 
Semipalm.  Sandpiper-25 ( 1 ,7) 
Least  Sandpiper  -  37 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  1  (13) 
Dunl in  -  88 
Common  Snipe  -  9 
American  Woodcock  -  30 
★Wilson*' s  Phal  arope  -  1  (7) 


Gulls  -  Kingfishers 

★Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  -  3  (7,12)  F 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  1  (7) 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  13 
Barred  Owl  -  7 
Common  Nighthawk  -  10 
Whip-poor-wil 1  -  20  (7) 

Chimney  Swift  -  413 

Rub y-thr .  Humm i ngb i rd  - 1 64 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  91 


Woodpeckers  -  Swallows 


Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  23 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  17 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  -  19 
Downy  Woodpecker  -  213 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  56 
Northern  FI icker  -  247 
Pileated  Woodpecker  -  26 
★Olive-s.  Flycatcher  -  2(14,24)  F 
Eastern  Wood -Pe wee  -  102 
Yel low-b.  Flycatcher-4  ill, 14, 23) 
♦Acadian  FI ycatcher  -  6  (14,20) 
Alder  FI ycatcher  -  14 
Willow  Flycatcher  -  24 


Blue  Jay  -  864 
American  Crow  -  2173 
Black-cap.  Chickadee  -  939 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  28 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  24 


Least  Flycatcher  -  126 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  240 
Great  Crest .  FI ycatcher  -  125 
Eastern  Kingbird  -  352 
Unidentified  Empidona;-:  Sp.-  2 
Horned  Lark  -  10 

E.a.  prat icol a  -  23 
Purple  Martin  -  478 
Tree  Swallow  -  1716 
Northern  Rough-w.  Swallow  -  39 
Bank  Swal 1 ow  -  855 
Cliff  Swallow  -  50 
Barn  Swal low  -  2124 

Jays  -  Starl ings 

Blue-gr.  Gnatcatcher  -  16 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  213 
Veery  -  92 

Gray-cheek .  Thrush  -  1  (11) 
5wainson*'s  Thrush  -  33 
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Whi te -breasted  Nuthatch  -  160 

Brown  Creeper  -  20  L 

Carol ina  Wren  -  8 

House  Wren  -  306 

Winter  Wren  -  5  (19,20,28) 

March  Wren  -  40 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  13  <14,19,1 
Rub y-cr.  Kinglet  -  18 
Unidentified  Kinglet  -  1 


White-eyed  Vireo  -  1  (15) 

Sol  it ary  Vireo  -  20  L 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  -  15 
Warbling  Vireo  -  110 
Philadelphia  Vireo  -  10 
Red -eyed  Vireo  -  214 
Blue-winged  Warbler  -  66 
Golden-winged  Warbler  -  9 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  45 
Nashville  Warbler  -  29 
North er n  Par u la  -  3  (8,13,24) 
Yellow  Warbler  -  1450 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  -  167 
Magnol ia  Warbler  -  110 
Cape  May  Warbler  -  14 
Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  -  17 
Yel 1 ow-rumped  Warbler  -  111 
Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  -  91 


Hermit  Thrush  -  20  L 
Wood  Thrush  -  249 
American  Robin  -  5566 
Gray  Catbird  -  642 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  21 
Brown  Thrasher  -  36 
28)  Water  Pipit  -  1  (20) 

Cedar  Wax wing  -  358 
European  Star! ing  -  5173 

Vireos  -  Warblers 

Blackburnian  Warbler  -  54 
Prairie  Warbler  -  5  (20,28) 
Palm  Warbler  -  6  (3,11,20)  L 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  -  57 
Blackpoll  Warbler  -  16 
Cerulean  Warbl er-17 ( 10 , 13 ,23) 
B1 ack~&-white  Warbler  -  30 
American  Redstart  -  270 
Ovenbird  -  154 
Northern  Waterthrush  -  21 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  -  12 
Mourning  Warbler  -  28 
Common  Yellowthroat  -  490 
Hooded  Warbler  -  52 
Wilson's  Warbler  -  41 
Canada  Warbler  -  53 
Yel 1 ow-breasted  Chat  -  1  (7) 


Tanagers  -  Finches 


Scarlet  Tanager  -  146 
Northern  Cardinal  -  634 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  -  473 
Indigo  Bunting  -  193 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  160 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  979 
Field  Sparrow  -  165 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  6  (13,15,19) 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  179 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  -  10 
Hen slew's  Sparrow  -  3  (7,20) 
Song  Sparrow  -  1579 
Lincoln's  Sparrow  -  5  (7,11) 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  133 
White-throated  Sparrow  -  29 
Whi te-crowned  Sparrow  -  64 


Dark-eyed  Junco  -  199 
Bobol ink  -  815 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  6684 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  231 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  25 (20 ,25 ,28) L 
Common  Grackle  -  4507 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1093 
Orchard  Oriole  -  2  (23) 

Northern  Oriole  -  634 
Purple  Finch  -  191 
House  Finch  -  1407 
Pine  Siskin  -  3  (28) 

American  Goldfinch  -  2199 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  1  (28) 

House  Sparrow  -  2299 


STATISTICS:  Territories  Covered  -  27/28 
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Observers  -  263 
Species  Identified  -  204 
In vi dual s  -  78,254 

Comparisons  -  based  on  records  to  1935 

Record  Hi  jatL  Counts 


Canada  Goose  -  1261 
Northern  Soveler  -  16 
Hooded  Merganser  -  39 
Turkey  Vulture  -  272 
Mourning  Dove  -  1443 


Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron  -  117(37yr) 
Brant  -  10  (18  yr) 

Blue-wing  Teal  -  107  (11  yr) 
Ruddy  Duck  -  6  (12  yr) 

Sora  -  12  (12  yr) 

American  Coot  -  41  (11  yr) 


American  Bittern  -  1  (27  yr) 
Common  Snipe  -  9  (24  yr) 

Brown  Thrasher  -  36  (30  yr) 

Common  Yell owt hr oat  -  490  (10  yr) 


Rubt  Thr.  Hummingbird  -  164 
Acadian  Flycatcher  -  6 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  213 
Mockingbird  -  21 
House  Finch  -  1407 

dial?...  Counts 

Kill  deer  -  631  (12yr) 

Bonapart’s  Gull  -  228  (21  yr) 
Carol ina  Wren  -  8  (12  yr) 

Wilson  s  Warbler  -  41  (10  yr) 
Canada  Warbler  -  53  (10  yr) 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  133  (12  yr) 

Low  Counts 

Field  Sparrow  -  165  (10  yr) 
Bobolink  -  S15  (11  yr) 

Eastrn .  Meadowlark  -  231  (44  yr) 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  1  (14  yr) 


Low  Counts 


Vesper  Sparrow  -  6 

Observers:  Compilers'  names  are  underlined 

#1  Gary  Novosel .  David  Cooper 

#2  David  Suggs,  Debbie  Suggs,  Drew  Campbell 

#3  Harrietts  &  Walter  Klabunde,  Don  Roberson,  -James  Moreland 
#4  Bill  Watson 
#5  Dick  Christensen 
#6  Not  counted  Sunday 

#7  Drew  Campbel 1  ,  Kayo  Roy,  B 1 ayne  Farnan ,  Brad  Clements 
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#8  Ed  Crohn ,  Betsy  Potter,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

#9  Karen  Penning 

# i 0  Robert  Wagner 

#11  Sharon  Sisti,  Roberta  McDonald,  Alec  Humman ,  Bruce  Johnson,  Debbi  Nowicki, 
Gerry  Rising,  Tom  Kill  ip,  Peter  Yoerig,  Marjorie  Harwitz,  Ellen  Schopp , 
Margarete  Stewart ,  Anita  Seaberg 

#12  Marie  Wending.  Ann  Bauer,  Katherine  Danner,  Ray  Franz ,  Tom  Harper,  Cy 
Wol f 1 ing 

#13  Dave  Keller,  Liz  Harrington,  Max  Mason ,  Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Don 
Thorau,  Robert  Hull,  Eileen  Hull 

#14  Frances  Rew ,  Robert  Andrle,  Ernest  Baher,  David  Bigelow,  Kenneth  Brandes, 
Lois  Buck,  James  Gregory ,  Phyllis  Hanson,  Linda  Holmes,  Barbara  Howard , 
Erona  Kern,  Robert  Sk  Lucille  Leonard ,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Mary  Saville,  Barbara 
Walker,  Lucille  Weitz  ,  Jane  Wilson 

#15  Bill  Bogacki,  Alice  McKale,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche,  Ron  Roycroft 

#16  Ron  Lange 

#17  Wave!  &  Maxine  Barber 

#18  William  Vaughan ,  Jane  Block,  Sally  Castren ,  Judith  Colby,  Lora  Hal derman , 
Donald  Hubbard,  Jackie  Isgro,  Marie  Johnson,  Robert  Lipp,  Kathleen  O-'Hara, 
Roberta  Vail  one,  Joyce  Vana,  Tony  Wagner 

#19  A1 1 eganey  County  Bird  Club  -  Ka t h er i n e  Palmer,  Steven  Herdman ,  Margaret 
Kaufman,  Howard  Lang,  Faye  Clancy,  Ron  Andrews,  Tom  Beardsley,  Mr/Mrs 
Linds! ey  Crouch,  Bernard  Francher ,  Helen  Morse,  Mr/Mrs  Roger  Nicholson,  Jean 
Perry,  Vesta  Rice,  Ruth  Richardson,  Mr/Mrs  H.K.  Smith,  Mark  Vaclavik,  Vic 
Carpenter,  Alice  Evans,  Larry  Mullen,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr/Mrs  Richard  Wilson, 
Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Mr/Mrs  Oliver  williams,  Amy  Pal mer 

#20  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  ~  Terry  Mosher,  R&C  Budniewski,  S.  Clark,  J.  Flory,  J. 
Gul  a  Jr.,  J.  Gula  Sr.,  P.  Hanlon,  G.  Harper,  G.  Mezzio,  T&J  Mosher,  L&D 
Neveu,  M.  Sanden ,  A.  Shafer,  K.  Souter 

#21  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sun del  1  ,  John  Cheney,  Dan  Cordosi  ,  Julie 
Heilman,  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Dorthy  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby,  Sue  & 
Travis  Suck aw,  Carol  Wagner 

#22  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundel  .  Pat  Appel  be,  Macia  Cl  ark ,  Dan 
Cordosi , 

#23  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundel  ,  Dan  Cordosi,  Steve  Maggio,  Joanne 
Nelson,  Jean  Pigman  Archie  Richardson,  Tom  Simmons,  Ilia  &  Lewis  Stuart 
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#24  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -  Tim  Baird 

#25  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -Tim  Baird,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  A1 ene  Church, 
Stephen  Eaton,  Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Knittle 

#26  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Jean  Young,  Ann  & 

Morris  Scott,  Betty  &  John  Compton,  Sylvia  Foster,  Norma  Pizza 

#27  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton,  Anne  Griswald,  Doris  Hurlburt, 

Emma  Lou  King,  Lillian  &  Stella  Simons,  George  &  Ruth  Brown,  June  Dickinson, 
Sid  Cleveland,  Frances  DeGro-f-f ,  Wilma  Sanford,  Evelyn  Coats,  Cl  ar  ibel  James, 
Margaret  Nickerson,  Harold  Babcock,  Margaret  Barnett,  Norman  Ives,  Helen 
Link,  Harol d  Spencer 

#28  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Clarence  K1 ingensmi th ,  Dorothy  Bay! ess,  Harol d 

Ward  ,  V i v i an  P i t  z  r i c  k  ,  Erma  Larson,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Carla  Coch,  Jim 
Copenheaver,  Paul  ?•<  Cynthia  Cully,  Lawrence  Deverel  1  ,  Ann  &  Robert 
Eisenhardt,  Peter  &  Terry  Finlay,  Johanna  Freeman,  Margaret  K1 ingensmith , 

Ellen  Lamb,  Catherine  MacDonald,  Mary  Ormsby ,  Ruth  Paige,  Anne  S<  Robert 
Pipal ,  Suzanne  Wood,  Russell  Allen,  Fred  Bay! ess,  Lorna  &  Don  Brink,  Wayne  & 
Vivian  Brownell,  Phyllis  DuBreuil ,  Louise  &  Jay  Gibson,  Mildred  Hayes,  Fay 
Heller,  Viola  Ide,  Bob  Mason,  Ed  Marjorie  Mason,  Linn  Phelan,  Maureen  & 
Lauren  Soule,  Kathy  Kent,  Jim  Ninos,  Connor  Stevens,  Bea  Thompson,  Esther 
Tuttle,  Mallery  Mary  Adams,  Doris  &  Lou  Burton,  Cl  if ford  Button,  Matthew 
Hotchkiss,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Roberta  Clark,  Evelyn  Coats,  Paul  &  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Theodore  ?•<  Lorena  Vossler,  Ira  Browm,  Mr/Mrs  Carl 
Burdick,  Mr/Mrs  Carl  ton  Coats,  Mr/Mrs  Fred  Cronauer,  Lillian  Downer,  Helen 
Graves,  Mrs  Norgert  Shear,  Rita  Sick,  Mr/Mrs  George  Smith,  Mrs  Jake  Strong, 
Mr/Mrs  Gordon  Taggart,  Mr/Mrs  Fred  Wygant 

Thanks  to  our  members  and  friends  who  participated  in  this  count.  A  special 
thanks  to  those  observers  from  other  bird  clubs  in  outlying  areas  -For  their 
support.  Together  we  have  continued  to  keep  54  years  of  bird  count  records. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Ellen  M.  Schopp , 

President 
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The  1989  Spring  Migration  in  the  Williamsville  Glen 

The  records  at  the  end  of  this  article  represent  my  attempt  to  provide  a  general  view  of  this 
spring’s  May  migration  in  Williamsville  Glen.  I  believe  that  these  15  expeditions  and  about  35 
hours  of  birding  reasonably  survey  the  migration  for  the  purpose  of  gross  comparison,  but  they  do 
not  in  any  way  represent  a  controlled  census. 

I  did  try  to  fellow  the  same  route  through  the  glen  on  each  hike:  from  Glen  Avenue  north  past 
the  tennis  courts,  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  wooded  area  (away  from  Ellicott  Creek),  out 
through  the  iron  fence  and  east  along  the  edge  of  the  orchard  to  the  sidewalk  behind  the  Catholic 
buildings,  north  to  the  creek,  back  west  along  the  golf  course  and  then  south  along  the  creek  edge. 
But  I  did  vary  this  route  on  several  occasions.  On  May  4, 1  kayaked  through  the  Glen  and  north 
along  Ellicott  Creek  to  Klein  Road.  On  May  9,  flood  conditions  were  so  bad  that  I  could  not  get  to 
many  of  the  areas  along  the  creek  and  had  to  do  the  best  I  could  in  shortened  forays  from  Glen 
Park,  the  tennis  courts,  and  the  church  property.  I  also  tried  to  spend  two  hours  or  more  on  each 
trip,  but  the  records  will  show  that  time  varied  considerably.  Hiking  partners  on  some  days  added 
significantly  to  the  birds  seen  and  identified. 

Although  I  did  not  keep  anything  like  such  detailed  records,  I  did  spend  some  time  in  the  Glen 
last  year  and  found  birding  there  then  strikingly  different  Unlike  last  year  this  migration  seemed 
to  take  two  distinct  parts:  (1)  the  first  half  of  the  month  with  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
predominating,  Yellow  Warblers  slowly  increasing,  and  a  thin  trickle  of  others  included  (on  only 
the  14th  over  seven  species);  and  (2)  the  next  ten  days  of  reasonable  warbler  species  counts  (12  to 
a  maximum  of  1 8)  but  still  with  remarkably  small  numbers.  The  highest  count  of  individual 
warblers  was  on  May  19  when  there  were  only  104.  The  weather  obviously  contributed  to  this 
unusual  migration  with  the  jet  stream  pushing  well  down  into  the  Carolinas  through  the  entire  first 
half  of  the  month. 

Another  major  difference  from  past  years  was  the  location  of  the  birds.  Very  few  birds  were 
to  be  found  south  of  the  tennis  courts.  Most  were  along  the  creek  with  numbers  increasing  toward 
the  golf  course.  On  May  1st,  over  20  warblers  (Yellow,  Yellow-rumped,  and  a  Palm)  were  on  the 
golf  course  fairway  feeding  on  bugs  turned  up  by  the  lawn  mower. 

The  following  records  are  only  for  selected  migrants.  (Complete  records  have  been  given  to 
the  club  statisticians.)  Additional  species  recorded  (some  prefixes  omitted):  Great  Blue  Heron, 
Canada  Goose,  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  1  Turkey  Vulture,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Pheasant,  Killdeer, 
Spotted  Sandpiper,  1  Woodcock,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Great  Homed 
Owl,  Chimney  Swift,  Kingfisher,  1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy 
Woodpecker,  Flicker,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Chickadee,  1  Tufted  Titmouse,  White-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Robin,  Cedar  Waxwing  (only  on  May  28  and  31),  Starling,  Cardinal,  Towhee,  Chipping 
Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Grackle, 
Cowbird,  House  Finch,  Goldfinch,  and  House  Sparrow.  —  G.  Rising 
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Season  Total  Species 

25 

36 

45 

50 

50 
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Warbler  Species  on  Hike 

Warbler  Season  Total 
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7 
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8 

15 

19 

20 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Individual  Warblers 

61 

72 

76 

29 

April  27:  alone,  8-10  a.m.,  50° 

,  N5,  clear 

April  29:  alone,  7-9:30  a.m.,  50°,  calm,  overcast 

j 

Jt  »  - w  »  - /  - -  ,  t  ; 

May  1:  alone,  5:30-7:30  p.m.,  55°,  cairn,  rain,  poor  visibility 


May  3:  alone,  6:15-9:20  a.m.,  44°,  W5,  overcast  I  j 

May  4:  alone  by  kayak,  10:40  a.m. -noon,  65°,  W10,  clear  j  j 

May  5:  alone,  i  1:45  a.m.- 1:40  p.m.,  58°,  SW  10-20,  drizzle  ]  I  !  1  1 

May  9:  alone,  7:45-1 6  a.m.,  40-60°,  calm,  dear  (flood  conditions  after  snow  on  May  7)  j 

May  14:  alone,  7:30-10  a.m.,  45-55°,  calm,  overcast  j 

May  16:  alone,  7:20-10:46  a.m.,  50-65°,  variable,  overcast,  some  sup  ]  ]  j 

May  i7:  R.Coliins,  J.DiDomenico,  M.dalas/ i (Ml  a.m.,  65-75°,  NE5,  clear  j  j 

May  19:  M.  Galas ,R. Lang,  11  a.m.-l  p.m.,  70-80°,  variable,  sunny  i 

May  21:  W.D’Anna,  T.  Kdllip,  P.  Yoerg,  noon-2  p.m.,  N 1 5,  sunny  j  j 

May  24:  alone  joined  by  P.  Yoerg),  8:40  a.m. -noon,  55-65°,  calm,  clear  j 

May  28:  M.Galas,  6:15-9:15  a.m.,  45-60°,  calm,  sunny 

May  31:  alone,  6:30-8  a.m.,  65°,  SW  10-20,  heavy  overcast  i _ j  \  \  |  j 
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B.0.5.  Field  Trip 
Tifft  Nature  Preserve 
May  7,  1989 

May  7th,  most  of  us  woke  up  to  a  tew  inches  of  snow!  It  continued  to  snow  most 
of  the  day  with  the  temperature  reaching  a  high  of  39  degrees  as  the  snow  changed  to 
rain.  A  light  fog  made  birding  difficult  at  Tifft. 

At  the  south  blind  of  Tifft,  we  saw  many  Tree  Swallows,  Northern  Rough-wing 
Swallows,  Barn  Swallows  and  Bank  Swallows  in  the  tree  branches  above  the  water.  On 
the  west  side  of  the  blind  were  six  Rusty  Blackbirds. 

Despite  the  inclement  weather,  by  10:30  we  had  seen  49  species  including  7 
species  of  warblers.  The  best  warblers  were  an  Orange-crown  Warbler  on  Warbler  Walk 
and  a  Northern  Parula  on  Old  Tifft  Street. 

Since  scouting  before  the  field  trip  failed  to  reveal  the  2  Willets  on  Lisa 
Pond  nor  the  Willet  at  Times  Beach  which  had  been  seen  the  day  before,  7  of  the  8 
members  of  the  field  trip  decided  to  go  Rock  point  Provincal  Park.  The  unofficial 
trip  to  Rock  Point  gave  us  an  unofficial  grand  total  of  70  species  including  125 
Red-crested  Mergansers,  102  Double-crested  Cormorants,  a  nearly  late  Iceland  Gull,  a 
Glaucous  Gull  and  an  estimated  (conservat i vel y)  1,500  Bonaparte's  Gulls. 

Bill  Watson 

•JHHHfr 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 
each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in 
November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church, 
3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot 
from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs 
to  the  third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


Sept 

.  13: 

Members'  slide  show- — Everyone  is  urged  to  share  slides  of 
their  recent  birding  adventures. 

Sept 

27: 

Steve  Eaton  will  present  a  talk  and  slide  show  on  the 
Galapagos  Islands. 

Oct. 

11  : 

Annual  Meeting — election  of  Officers,  President's  program 
and  discussion  of  60th  Anniversary  Banquet. 

Oct. 

25: 

Program  to  be  announced. 
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Nov.  10:  Friday — 60th  Anniversary  Banquet  at  Daffodil's 

Restaurant ,  930  Mapl e  Road ,  Will iamsv i  1 1  e  ,  NY . 

Dec.  13:  Program  followed  by  Holiday  Celebration. 

******** 


FIELD  TRIPS 

August  27:  Sunday:  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds  and  warblers. 

Meet  at  Vermont  and  Busti  at  7  am.  The  trip  will  stop  on  the 
Canadian  side  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  7:15  (slightly  1 ater  if  there  are  any  interesting  birds  on  the 
American  side.  Leader-Dick  Byron,  662-4783. 


September  3: 

Sunday:  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  ; 
shorebirds.  Meet  in  the  Tifft 
7:30.  This  is  a  hal f-day  trip. 

October  8: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

October  Bird  Count. 

December  17: 

Sunday . 

BOS 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

April  15,  '90 

:  Sunday. 

BOS 

April  Bird  Count . 

May  13,  '90: 

Sunday  . 

BOS 

MAY  Bird  Count. 

Usual  1 y 

these  trips 

take 

most  of  the  day  so 

For 


further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call :  DialaBird  (716)  396-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  1 ater  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension, 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave . 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $.50  per  copy. 

Editor :  Charles  Hal vorsen 

212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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The  weather  patterns  which  dominated  the  spring  of  198?  continued 
through  much  of  June.  The  result  was  the  wettest  spring  in  97  years. 
Only  in  the  last  week  of  the  month  did  we  see  a  meaningful  change  in  the 
weather  system  and  a  needed  drying  trend.  The  impact  of  the  wet  spring 
on  the  human  population  was  obvious.  There  was  flooding  in  various 
areas,  especially  following  heavy  rains  on  the  22nd.  Farmers  throughout 
the  region  continued  to  report  extensive  crop  damage  due  to  the 
continued  rain  and  dampness.  The  impact  of  the  spring  weather  on 
wildlife,  particularly  birds  has  yet  to  be  fully  assessed.  For  example, 
Vivian  Pitzrick  reported  that  some  Tree  Swallow  eggs  had  apparently  been 
chilled  and  lost  due  to  the  extreme  dampness.  She  noted  that  the 
Eastern  Bluebirds  however,  had  not  been  as  adversely  effected  by  the 
weather.  The  rainfall  notwithstanding,  temperatures  over  the  period 
averaged  out  to  within  less  than  one  degree  of  the  normal  average  for 
June . 

Elizabeth  Brooks  placed  15  new  bands  with  1  repeat  and  no  returns 
during  36  net-hours  of  operation  during  the  month.  Among  the  species 
she  banded  were:  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Common  Yellowthroat  and 
Chipping  Sparrow.  She  also  received  word  that  a  goldfinch  retrapped  in 
March  had  been  banded  by  Dave  Junk  in  at  Beaver  Meadow  as  a  HY-F  on  Dec. 
1,  1988. 

The  generally  unfavorable  weather  had  a  negative  impact  upon  the 
reports  received  for  the  month.  There  were  fewer  birders  in  the  field 
and  perhaps  fewer  birds  to  be  seen.  Some  of  the  more  interesting 
sightings  involved  species  which  were  seen  later  than  usual.  There  were 
several  reports  of  noticeably  late  LJhite-throated  Sparrows  through  the 
end  of  the  month.  Bill  Watson  reported  a  late  Cattle  Egret  at  Buckhorn 
Island  State  Park  on  June  24. 

Elizabeth  Brooks  provided  several  reports  of  the  Common  Raven  in 
the  Ward,  Alfred  and  Andover  areas.  Although  this  species  is  seldom 
seen  outside  of  the  Adirondacks  (see  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New 
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fork  State,  nndrle  &:  Carroll,  Eds.),  it  has  been  previously  reported  in 
this  particular  area  of  the  state.  Such  localized  occurrences  are  noted 
by  the  At  1  as .  >■ 

Thanks  to  all  those  steadfast  and  dedicated  observers  who  braved 
the  damp  and  unfavorable  conditions  to  provide  reports  for  the  month. 

e  d . 

•****■*■*■** 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Under  1 i ned 

common  names,  dates  or 

localities  indicate  that  an 

accep  tabl e , 

detailed  wr 

i t ten  ver i f i cat 

ion  according  to  the 

Date  Guide  to 

Birds  of  We 

stern  New  j 

for  k  an  d  Adjacent  On t  a r i o ( B . 0 . S .  1 984 >  h  a s  be  e n 

received  anc 

1  placed  in 

the  permanen t  files  of  the  Buffalo 

Qrn i thol gi cal 

Soc i  e  t  y . 

*  -  Indicates  first  record 

for  the  year. 

F  -  Indies  t 

es  first  record 

for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record 

for  the  migration. 

( f  >  -  Indie 

ates  record  from  feeding  station. 

F'DBA  -  Indi 

cates  previousl 

y  documented  breeding 

area  • 

Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Locat i on 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

3L 

2 

over  Port  Weller 

* 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D . -c r  e s t .  Cor mor an  t 

13 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi t  z  r i c  k 

II 

17 

1 

Ton aw an da  WMA 

D'Anna,  Me Kale 

v  BOS ) 

ir  4  - 

30 

28 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Least  Bittern 

3 

1 

Port  Weller,  On t 

D’Anna,  Potter 

a 

4 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Hess 

Great  Egret 

4 

Ton aw an da  WMA 

Watson  ,  ij  a  1  a  s 

e  t  al 

It 

17 

"7 

t 

II 

D  ’  A  n  n  a ,  M  c  K  a  1  e  <  B  0  5 ) 

^Cattle  Egret 

24 

i 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Wa  t  son 

Norther  Shove ler 

3 

T on  aw an oa  WMA 

Watson 

Gadwal 1 

3 

J 

iL. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wa t  son 

I! 

30 

2 

Rock  Pt.,  On t 

Watson .Yoerg 

!( 

30 

2 

Rathfon  Pt.,  On t 

Watson,  Yoerg 

American  Wigeon 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

It 

4,25 

1  , 3 

Ton aw an da  WMA 

Watson 

it 

17 

6 

Iroquois  MUR 

D’Anna,  Me Kale 

(BOS; 

I! 

30 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Greater  o c a  u p 

3L 

w 

Fort  Weller,  Ont 

D’Anna,  Potter 

H  o o d e  d  M erg  a n s  e  r 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

It 

1  3-30 

1A/6Y 

Ward  Twp 

Br  ooks 

C omm o  n  M e  r  g  a  n s  e  r 

3 

8 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

It 

30 

1 

Rathfon  Pt.,0nt 

Watson  Yoerg 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

2  f  >•  n 

Iroquois  NWR 

W  a  t  s  o  n 

H  1 

1  i  mm 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

1! 

t! 

4 

1  i  mm 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

i 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1  ,3 

1 

Ward  Twp 

Br  ooks 

it 

17 

1 

T  o n aw  a n  da  I n  d .  Re  s 

Potter,  Suggs 

ft 

24 

1 

Boston  Twp 

Hess 

Cooper  s  Hawk 

17 

News te ad  Twp 

D'Anna,  Me Kale 

( BOS) 
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Name  u+  Bird 

Cooper  s  Hawk 
Red-should.  Hawk 

I! 

If 

Broad-w.  Hawk 


Common  Moorhen 


June  Number  Locat i on 

Ami t y  Twp 
Ward  Twp 
Ward ,A1  f  red 
Al f red  Twp 
Ward,  Alfred 
Ami  tv  Twp 
Chestnut  Ridge  Pk 
Ami  ty  Lake 

(only  report  away  ■from  Tifft  NF  fa  Iroquois  NWR! 


25.26 
1,24 

1  —  oG 
2? 
1-30 

24 . 26 
dO 


27 


Number 
1 A/2Y « 2A 
2,1 

2pr ,lpr 
1 

lpr  ,  lpr 
1,2 
2 
1 


Qb  se  r  u e r 

F  i  t  z  r  i  c  k 

t! 

Br  oo ks 

U&R  Pi t z r s  c k 
Br  oo k s 
Pi  t z r i c k 
Lange 
Pi  t z r i c k 


Sandhill  Crane 

27 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp 

J •  Lew i 

s  e  t  a  1 

Sem i -palm,  oandpiper 

3L 

3 

Crescent  Be h. -Rock 

Pt 

D  ’  Hn  n  a. , 

Potter 

Lesser  v e 1 1  owl egs 

4L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wa.  t  sor i , 

Galas  et  al 

If 

30  F 

y 

Crescent  Bch.-Rock 

Ft 

Wa t  son , 

Yoer-g 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4,25 

1,1 

Clarence  Turf  Farm 

Ga.  1  as , 

Wa  t  son  e  t  a.  \ 

l( 

6,27 

i ,  1 

Andover,  Ward 

Brook s 

if 

3 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

Mosher 

it 

10 

z 

Arkwright  Twp 

Mosher , 

by  la.  Jr. 

n 

25 

y 

Pom-fret  Twp 

Mosher 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

o 

23 

Cr  e  s c  e  n  t  Be  h  ,  -R oc  k 

Ft 

D  Anna , 

Potter 

a 

30 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Wa t  son , 

Yoe  r  g 

Sander  ling 

3L 

30 

Crescent  Beach 

D  ■"  An  n  a , 

Pot  ter 

Semi  palm.  Sandpiper 

3L 

226 

Crescent  B.-Rock  Pt 

D  Anna, 

Potter 

Least  Sandpiper 

30 

7  .  z 

Rock -Win dm  ill  Pts. 

Wa  t  son . 

i  oe  r  g 

Dun  1  i  n 

■Z‘U 

l 

Rock  Ft.  PP 

D  Anna, 

Po t  ter 

Amer .  Woodcock 

1 9 , 25 

M 

HlTi  it/  1  Wp* 

F  i  t  z  r  i  c  k 

H 

-iC* 

L-J 

1 

T  on  awa  n  da. 

Wa t  son , 

Ga  1  a  s 

Black  Tern 

w 

1 

over  Port  Weller 

D  h  n  n  a  , 

Potter 

II 

3,4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wa t  son 

B 1  ac k — b .  Cu c k oo 

7.19,21 

1,1,1 

Alfred  Twp 

Br  ook  s 

ii 

•  *^i 

*3  *  L  / 

1,1 

Amity  Twp 

1! 

fl 

18 

1 

Tuscan  or  a  Ind  Res 

D  An  n  a  , 

Pot  ter 

ll 

25 

road  kill 

1  ar  e  n c e  T wp 

Wa.  t  son  , 

5.  1  •£*.  £ 

Yellow-fc.  Cuckoo 

6 

1 

nit red  Twp 

Br  ook s 

rt 

10 

1 

Charlotte  Twp 

Mosher  , 

Gula  Jr. 

n 

1  S 

1 

Tu scar  or  a  Ind  Res 

D  nnna , 

Potter 

Common  Night hawk 

1 

Ton  aw  a  n  d  a 

Ga  1  as 

Wh i p-poor -will 

Am 

Wai  n-f  1  eet  ,  Ont 

Wa t  son . 

ba  i  as  e  t  a  * 

Red-be 1 1 i ed  Wdpkr . 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

fl 

4 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

W  S.  t  S  G  n 

e t  al 

v e I 1 ow-b .  Sap  su c k  e  r 

1  -30 

2pr 

Alfred  Twp 

Brook s 

Ac  ad i an  F 1  yea t  c  h er 

2£( PDBA ) 

4 

Fomfret  Twp 

Host  i  e  r 

Clitt  Swallow 

S 

*2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lange , 

McKal e 

fi 

7,13 

4 , 6 

Fomfret  Twp 

Mosher s 

» 

12 

16 

mi  dov e r  i w p 

Br ook s 

Common  Raven 

8 

< 

1 

War  d  Twp 

If 

?! 

12 

1 

Hi fred  Twp 

If 

1! 

17 

1 

Andover  Twp 

Tutted  Titmouse 

—j  — , 

d  *2  f’ 

2-1 

Ami  tv  Lake 

Pi  tzr  ic 

k 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

x  —  ?  c 

I  O 

A 1 f re d&W ar d  T w p s 

Brook = 

*1 

23 

1 

HiTi  i  t  Y  Twp 

Pi tzric 

l 

If 

24 

1 

B  o  s  t  o  n  T  w  P' 

Hess 

ts  r  ow  n  L-  r  e  e  p  e  r 

3-25 

1-3 

Ward  Twp 

Br  oor  s 

If 

i  4 

i 

HIT.  it/  T WP 

F  i  t  z  r  i  c 

k 

oar  os  i  ns.  Wren 

£4 

i 

Buck horn  Is.  S'P 

Wa t  son 
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Name  of'  Bird 

June  Number 

Locat i on 

Observer 

Carol i na  Wren 

30 

1 

Rath -fon  Pt,  Ont 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Winter  Wren 

3,18,25 

1,1,1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

tf 

10 

1 

Arkwright  Twp 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

3-27C PDBA) 

1-9 

7  locations 

Allegany  Co. 

II 

1 0 (  PDBA) 

L. 

Arkwright  Twp 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr 

Eastern  Bluebird 

■? 

f 

38 

Ami  tv  Twp 

P  i  t  z  r  i  c  k 

Swain son' s  Thrush 

7L 

w1 

Ton aw an da  Twp 

He  ss 

N.  Mockingbird 

13 

£. 

Wa infleet,  Ont 

Wa t  son 

II 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

. 

W  a  t  s  o  n 

Nashville  Warbler 

1  -30 

1-2 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzr i ck 

il 

6- 22 

1-2 

AH  red  Twp 

Br  ook  s 

H 

23 

1 

Ward  Twp 

n 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1,15,22 

2,1,1 

Ward, Am i ty , Sc  i  o 

Pi  t z r  i  c k 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 -30 (PDBA) 

1  -6 

Ami ty  Twp 

li 

li 

6-29 ( PDBA) 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Br  ook  s 

II 

22 ( PDBA) 

1 

Ward  Twp 

(1 

II 

26  (  PDBA,1 

1 

Grove  Twp 

Brooks  et  al 

Cerulean  Warbler 

19 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Br  ook s 

II 

29 

2 

Fomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Prothonotary  Warblr. 

4 

£. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Galas 

Wesper  Sparrow 

2,9,17 

1-2 

Andover  Twp 

Br  ook  s 

II 

* ,  2 1 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp 

ll 

ti 

25 

jL 

Bar re  Twp 

ba  1  as ,  Wa. t son 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

i  ,  10, 15,24 

1  ea . 

Ami ty&Ward  Twps 

Pi  t z r i c k 

II 

1-30 

2pr  ,  2pr 

Andover ,A1 f red 

Br  ooks 

ll 

w 

1 

Port  Col  borne 

Lange 

He n s  1  ow •’  s  Spa r r ow 

4 

xC 

Clarence  Turf  Farm 

b  a  1  a.  s  e  t  a.  1 

ll 

23 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi  t z r i c k 

1! 

OP 

im.  W‘ 

1-2 

Fomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

19-30 

i 

Buf f al o 

DAnna,  Watson 

ll 

22 

1 

ri ma  Twp 

Pi  t z r i c k 

il 

24 , PDBA) 

1  ?  2 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

ll 

27 (PDBA) 

2 

W.  Almond  Twp 

Brooks  et  al 

fl 

30 

1 

Pt.  Gratiot 

Nosh e  r 

*We  stern  Me  adow 1 ar  k 

13 

1 

Wa infleet,  Ont 

D  Anna  e t  a  1 

il 

15 

1 

li 

ba las,  Co  11  ins 

Species,  subspecies 

ik  hybrids  previously  reported  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  reported  this 

i ssue s  .  . 

Total  -for  the  year  . 

.  .  256 

SECOND 

ANNUAL  LITTLE  BIDDY  BIRDATHON 

Th i s  sec 

ond  year  of  tierce  birdi 

n g  c omp e  t i  t i on  proved 

to 

be  the  "Year 

o f  the  Tie" 

.  There  were 

■four  ties  i 

n  v o Iving  eight  t  e  am  s 

for 

the  various 

standings, 

including  tie 

s  tor  tirs 

t  and  second  place. 

Th  i 

s  created  a 

dilemma  for 

the  B i r da  t h on  Comm i 1 1  e  e 

members,  as  we  scramt 

Ned 

at  the  last 

minute  to  round  up  extra 

prizes  tor 

the  first  place  team 

members  (a  few 

sour  grapes 

,  perhaps  sin-: 

:  e  the  e  x  t  r 

a  prizes  were  not  for 

our 

team! ) 

Much  appreciation  goes  to  tel  low  Birdathon  Committee  members  Roberta 
McDonald,  Sharon  Sisti  and  Alec  Humann  tor  working  through  the  tedious 
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•and  eye  straining  compilation  of  team  results  —  only  to  -find  out  that 
the  Yellow-bellied  Saps  were  mere  third  place  winners  again. 

Expert  birding,  strategy,  determination  (and,  o f  course,  some  luck) 
character  i  zed  the  two  -first  place  team  winners:  Leisurely.  Ladies 

Li sters'League  and,  once  again,  Roadrunners.  The  not-so-1 e i sure  1 y 
ladies,  led  by  Fran  Rew,  chose  the  more  traditional  route  o-f  scouring 
Ti-f-ft  Nature  Preserve  and  Times  Beach  in  mid  May,  working  -for  a  high 
warbler  count.  Roadrunners,  living  up  to  their  name,  built  their 
strategy  around  potential  non-warbler  2  pointers,  selecting  the  end  o-f 
May  to  search  the  Clarence  Turf  Farms  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  Obviously, 
both  strategies  had  merit,  as  these  eagle-eyed  birders  came  up  with  a 
tie  of  89  team  points  each.  Two  teams  were  hot  on  their  heels  with  85 
points:  Oak  Orchard  Warbler  Gleaners  and  Don ' t-Wh i p -Poor  Wills. 

This  year's  winners  received  bird  mugs  from  Cornell  Labs  (yes,  there 
was  a  mug  with  a  roadrunner  on  it!) 

Many  thanks  to  ALL  teams  who  participated!  Judging  from  the 
responses  we  received,  most  teams  had  fun  and  are  already  planning 
strategy  for  next  year.  (Rumor  has  it  that  more  than  one  team  is  out  to 
slash  the  tires  of  those  rascally  Roadrunners...)  Detailed  standings 
are  as  f ol 1 ows: 

13  teams  competed  with  a  total  of  43  par t i c i pan ts( some  were  on  2  teams). 
149  species  were  seen  by  all  groups. 

22  species  counted  as  double  pointers.  This  included  2  warbler  species: 
Northern  Parula  and  Pine  Warbler. 

Team  with  the  most  number  of  species:  Oak  Orchard  Warbler  Gleaners  (76 
spec i es) . 

Team  with  the  most  double  pointers:  Roadrunners  (7  species). 

Team  with  the  most  number  of  warblers:  South  Town  Sharpies  (16 

spec i es) . 

FIRST  PLACE  Teams:  Leisurely  Ladies  L  i  sters' League-  Rew.  Dornhaffer, 

Horbett,  Walker.  Tifft  NP  and  Times  Beach.  89 
Total  points,  74  species,  14  Warblers,  Double 
pointers:  American  Bittern. 

Roadrunners-  Col  1 i ns.  Di Domenico,  Galas,  Rising. 
Clarence  Turf  Farms  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  89  Total 
points,  75  species,  6  warblers,  Double  pointers: 

Green  winged  Teal,  Upland  Sandpiper,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Pilated  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark,  Pine 
Warbler,  He  n  s  i  ow ''  s  Sp  ar  r  ow . 

SECOND  PLACE:  Oak  Orchard  Warbler  Gleaners-  Seamans ,  Keller, 

Endress.  Oak  Orchard  and  Tonawanda  Reservation.  85 
points,  76  species,  8  warblers,  double  pointers: 

Red-shouldered  Hawk. 

Don / t-Wh i p -Poor  Wills-  D  Anna .  Potter,  Schopp, 
Watson,  Roberson.  85  points,  72  species,  6 
warblers,  double  pointers:  Common  Loon, 

Double-crested  Cormorant,  Tufted  Titmouse. 


Third 
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PI  ace : 

No.  7 

Ye  1 1 ow-be 1 1 i e  d  Sap  s-  Human  n ,  S i s  t i ,  Me  Don  aid, 
Bateman.  Tifft  NP  and  Times  Beach.  ...  -*84  points,  70 
species,  13  warblers,  double  pointer:  American 

Woodcock. 

Four  th 

Place: 

South  Town  Sharpies-  Walker,  Andrle,  Rew,  Gregory. 
Tifft  NP.  79  points,  S3  species,  16  warblers. 

Fifth 

PI  ace : 

Tweeters-  Sav i 1 1 e ,  McKale,  Holmes,  Stewart,  Heyer. 
Tifft  NP.  75  points,  63  species,  9  warblers,  double 
pointers:  B1 ack-crowned  Night  Heron,  Ring-necked 
Du  c  k  ,  Yellow-bellied  Sa p su  c  k e  r . 

Laid  Back  Lawyers-  Cohen,  Rachlin  &  Rachlin. 
Iroquois  NWR.  75  points,  63  species,  7  warblers, 

dou b 1 e  pointers:  Re d-h e ade d  Woodp e c  k e r ,  Nor  t h e r n 
Parula,  Indigo  Bunting,  Uesper  Sparrow. 

S  i  x  t  h 

Place: 

Bluebirds-  Bee,  Kunze,  Buccieri.  Beaver  Meadow.  61 
points,  54  species,  7  warblers. 

Seventh  Place: 

Junco-  Dave  &  Marty  Junk  in.  Bliss  &  Beaver  Meadow. 
60 \p o i n t  s ,  53  species,  5  war  bier s . 

E i gh  th 

F'l  ace : 

U  i  c  k  y  •'  s  Wu  1  t  u  r  e  s-  On  on  an  to,  D  i  v  i  t  o ,  Kr  on  e  i  ss .  Fort 
Erie  to  Erie  Beach.  50  points,  44  species,  6 

warbl ers . 

Eagle  Eyes-  Cohen.  Hultman,  Balus  &  Balus.  Fort 

Erie  to  Erie  Beach.  50  points,  44  species,  6 
warbl ers. 

Ninth 

PI  ace : 

No-names-  Bauer  and  Lowell,  Lancaster,  Bowman sv i 1 1 e . 

Del -aware  Park.  45  points,  39  species,  6  warblers. 

H.H.  Bateman 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  -fourth 
Wednesdays  o-f  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except 
the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8; 00  p.m. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University 
Ft-  e  sby  t  e  r  i  an  Ch  urch,  3334  Ma  in  Street  ( c  or  n  e  r  of  N  i  agar  a  Falls  B 1  v  d .  > , 
Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the  third  landing 
and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 

Sept.  13:  Members  slide  show — Everyone  is  urged  to  share  slides  of 

their  recent  binding  adventures. 
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Sept  27: 

Oct.  11: 

Oct.  25: 

Nov .  10: 

Dec.  13: 

Sept.  15-17 
September  23: 

Sept.  29-0ct.i 

October  1: 

October  8: 

October  22: 

November  5: 

November  19: 


No.  7 

Steve  Eaton  will  present  a  talk  and  slide  show  on  the 
Galapagos  Islands. 

Annual  Meeting — Election  of  Officers. 

Program  to  be  announced. 

Friday — 60th  Anniversary  Banquet  at  Daffodil 's 
Restaurant,  930  Maple  Road,  Wi 1 1 i amsv i 1 1 e ,  MY.  Please 
see  inside  last  page  tor  details  and  reservation  form. 

Meeting  followed  by  Holiday  Celebration. 

********* 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Fri.-Sun.  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting 
Auburn,  NY 

Saturday.  Broderick  Park  &  Bird  Island  Pier.  Meet  at 
upstream  end  of  Broderick  Park  (foot  of  Ferry  St.  at 
Niagara  River)  at  8  am  tor  a  walk  along  the  1.3 
mi  1 e-1 ong  pier. 

Fri-Sun.  Cape  May  Weekend  at  New  Jersey  Audubon 
Society.  Reservations  required  by  Sept  10  for 
organized  program  ($200),  or  go  on  your  own.  Some 
members  are  going  preceding  weekend  to  this  hot  spot 
for  hawk  flights,  shorebirds  and  waterfowl.  For  more 
information  call  Bill  Burch  or  Willie  D'Anna. 

Sunday.  Hamilton  trip  to  Dundas  Marsh  and  Cootes' 
Paradise  Lagoon.  Meet  at  7  am  at  Howard  Johnson 
Parking  Lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY ,  where  1-90  crosses 
Niagara  Falls  Blvd.,  Hwy  62.  Leader,  Bruce  Chilton 
(833-9242) . 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Call  the  Compiler, 
Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  for  a  territory. 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  S 
am  at  Citibank  in  Tr ansi  town  Plaza  (near  the  SE  corner 
of  Main  &  Transit) 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Vermont 
&  Busti  or  at  8:15  in  the  first  parking  lot  upstream 
from  the  Peace  Br  idge.  Leader  Dick  Byron  (662-4783) . 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  ik  waterfowl.  Joint 
trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at 
9:30  am  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort. 
Leaders  -  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  &  Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 
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December  3: 


No.  7  .frj  , 

Sunday'.  Buffalo  Water-front  then  Niagara  River  on  the 
Canadian  side.  Heet  at  8  am  at  Vermont  &  Bust i . 


December  17: 


Sunday.  BOS  Chr i stmas  -Coun t 


December  23: 


Sa  t u  r  day .  Au du  bon  Ch r i s  tmas  Cou  n  t  centered  on 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park.  Compiler  Paul  Lazarus  (633-4185) 
or  call  Bill  Burch.  *  • 


April  15,  '90:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count. 


May  13,  ' 90  : 


Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be 
hr- ough  t .  For  -further  i  n-f  or-ma t  i  on  contact  the  field  trip  c h a  i  rman  ,  Bill 
Burch  773-3690 . 


******** 

*  •  i  .  ^  - 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga 
Dr i v e  Ex  ten  s i on ,  N i agar  a  Fa 11s,  NY  1 430 4 . 


****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Di alaBi rd  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716) 
896-5200 . 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

i'h s ar  on  6  i  s  t  i 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Bu f f a  1  o ,  My  1 4^‘66 


Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  2  $.50  per  copy. 


Charles  Hal  worsen 
212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 


Ed i tor : 


versary 


Friday  November  10,  1989 


6:30  Cocktails 


‘ : 30  Dinner 


Daffodi 1  s 

930  Maple  Road  Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le,  NY 
Speaker 

Greg  Budney,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
History  of  Recording  Bird  Songs 

MENU 

Prime  Rib  of  Beef  or  Chicken  Supreme 

Fresh  Garden  Salad,  Hot  Loaves  of  Bread 
Fresh  Steamed  Broccoli  Hollandaise 
Twice  Baked  Potato 
Desert  Coffee/Tea 

(Vegetarian  Plate  available) 


Please  Detach  and  Return  by  November  1.  1989  to: 

Diane  Chrisman,  78  Rainbow  Terrace,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127 
Checks  Payable  to:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Prime  Rib  of  Beef  Q  $20  = 
_  Chicken  Supreme  0  $15  = 
Vegetarian  Plate  Q  $15  = 
Total  Enclosed  _ 


Name 


Guests 


Question 


o . 


Call  662-1716 
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THE  MONTH 


JULY  was  a  relatively  dry  month  with  measurable  rain,  mostly  in  the 
form  of  thunderstorms,  falling  on  only  seven  days  in  Buffalo. 
Temperatures  were  near  or  above  normal  on  the  first  ten  days  of  the 
month,  generally  below  normal  on  the  second  ten  days,  and  generally  near 
or  above  normal  on  the  last  eleven  days.  Unlike  the  sweltering  July  of 
1988.  the  weather  this  July  was  pleasant  for  field  observers  with 
temperatures  going  above  85  degrees  in  only  three  days.  The  birds 
probably  fared  well  also  in  July  with  few  violent  storms,  at  least  in 
the  Buffalo  area,  to  destroy  nests  and  nestlings. 

A  cold  front  that  moved  through  the  region  on  June  28  was  followed  by 
the  first  southward  bound  shorebirds  in  late  June.  Fronts  on  July  7, 
10,  and  28  certainly  moved  many  more  shorebirds  into  and  through  the 
region.  No  early  movements  of  southward-bound  passerines  were  detected, 
however,  despite  my  belief  that  this  activity  does  generally  occur  in 
July. 

The  variety  of  breeding  species  found  was  low  this  summer  with  few 
birders  spending  much  time  looking  for  them.  Northern  Goshawk,  King 
Rail,  Sedge  Wren,  Northern  Parula,  Ye  1 1 ow-throated  Warbler,  Clay-colored 
Sparrow,  and  Orchard  Oriole  were  all  missed  this  summer  although  the 
Parula  was  observed  in  late  May  near  its  1987  nesting  site  in  Allegany 
State  Park. 

Of  interest  are  the  reports  of  a  Nashville  Warbler  and  a  Black  and 
White  Warbler  out  of  their  habitat  in  the  Town  of  Pomfret  and  a 
White-throated  Sparrow  in  downtown  Buffalo,  all  on  July  1.  The  sparrow 
possibly  would  have  bred  in  the  ornamental  plantings  in  the  city  as  it 
has  done  before,  if  he  could  have  found  a  mate.  Terry  Mosher,  referring 
to  the  warblers,  writes  that  "neither  bird  would  normally  be  on  the  Lake 
Erie  plain  in  our  area  during  the  breeding  season,  suggesting  that  these 
were  late  migrants  or  stragglers  and  attesting  to  more  havoc  that  the 
cold,  wet,  WET  spring  and  early  summer  played  with  the  migration  and  the 
nesting  season  this  year." 
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It  was  a  good  month  for  shoreblfds  as  birders  spent  much  of  their  time 
checking  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Smithville,  Ontario 
sewage  lagoons.  The  migration  came  on  strong  earlier  than  usual  this 
year,  as  evidenced  by  one  party  listing  seven  species  of  non-breeding 
shorebirds  on  July  4  at  Smithville  and  St.  David’s,  Ontario.  In  the 
last  34  years  only  once  were  as  many  non-breeding  shorebirds  recorded 
during  a  single  day  on  or  before  July  4.  That  was  on  July  4,  1966  along 
the  Canadian  shore  when  162  individuals  of  seven  species  were  counted. 
This  year  s  group  tallied  83  individuals. 

Only  one  truly  rare  species  was  found  this  month.  Gordon  Bellerby 
discovered  two  Ruffs  at  Smithville  on  July  3.  one  in  full  breeding 
plumage  and  the  other  in  changing  plumage.  The  moulting  bird  was 
subsequently  observed  by  several  members  of  the  B.O.S. 

Willie  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dr.  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable,  detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to 
Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Ad.iacent  Ontar  ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society . 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Ju  1  V 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

13,30 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

D  Anna,  Watson  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2-30 

7-17 

Niagara  Falls 

D  Anna  et  al 

(1 

8 

1 

Er i e  Bch . ,  Ont 

Watson 

K 

8 

4 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

17 

1 

Porter  Twp 

W&H  Klabunde 

H 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

Great  Egret 

1-29 

1-8 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson.  Galas  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

9 

1 

Navy  Is. ,  Ont 

D  Anna 

ti 

12 

1 

Times  Bch . ,  Bf 1 o 

Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

12 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

II 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

1,29 

2,1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

Gadwal 1 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

II 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

American  Wigeon 

8 

1 

Erie  Bch . ,  Ont 

Watson 

il 

9,13.16 

1,9,4 

Niagara  Fal Is 

D  Anna 

II 

12 

10 

Times  Bch . ,  Bf lo 

Watson 

II 

oo 

C.C. 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

l< 

23 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

Wat son, Byron  (BOS) 

Scaup  species 

9 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is,  Ont 

D  Anna 

01 dsquaw 

13 

1 

II 

ii 

Common  Goldeneye 

8 

1 

Grant  Pt.,  Ont 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Julv 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Hooded  Merganser 

i 

lA+3y 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

II 

1-31 

II 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

Common  Merganser 

2-30 

2-5 

Niagara  Fal  Is 

D  Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

8 

5 

Rose  Hill  Bch ,  Ont 

Watson 

II 

15,29 

4 

Crescent  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna,  Potter 

II 

29 

4 

Waver ly  Bch,  Ont 

II 

II 

31 

3 

Windmill  Pt ,  Ont 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

It 

4 

1 

Smithville,  Ont 

Watson  et  al 

II 

7 

3 

Charlotte  Twp 

Rew  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1  imm. 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

II 

14-27 

2  imm. (nest) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

24 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

II 

II 

29 

1A+2I  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

II 

Northern  Harrier 

23 

1 

Moulton  Twp.  Ont 

Watson, Byron(BOS) 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

24 

1 

Pembroke  Twp 

Watson 

Cooper  s  Hawk 

3,11 

1  ,l+y 

Amity  Twp 

V,R&M  Pitzrick 

Wi 1 d  Turkey 

10 

l 

Porter  Twp 

W&H  Klabunde 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

3 

W.  Mud  Lake 

Mosher ,  Gula  Jr . 

it 

16 

i 

Tonawanda  WMA 

M&M  Galas 

II 

17 

1A+2Y 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D&D  Suggs 

Sora 

3 

1 

W.  Mud  Lake 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr. 

American  Coot 

22 

56 

Iroquois  WMA 

Watson 

Black-bel 1 .  Plover 

29F.31 

1 

Windmill  Pt.  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

S.-palmated  Plover 

23F 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D  anna,Byron(BOS) 

II 

29 

20 

Rose  Hill  Bch ,  Ont 

Axtel 1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

8F 

1 

II 

Watson  et  al 

II 

29 

1 

II 

Axtel 1 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1,24 

1,5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

II 

4,8,15 

41,125,95 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt 

D'Anna, Watson  et  al 

II 

8,15,29 

59,49,93 

Peace  Br.-Rock  Pt 

D  Anna  et  al 

II 

9-30 

1-21 

Goat  Island 

D  Anna  et  al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

4F 

1 

St  David's, Ont 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

II 

8 

2 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt 

D  Anna  et  al 

II 

14 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

Vi  1 1 enova  Twp 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr 

II 

16 

7A+9Y 

Clarence  Turf  Farm 

M8.M  Galas 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

8F 

1 

Pt  Gratiot. Ont 

Galas,  Watson ,D  Anna 

H 

29 

13 

Rose  Hill  Bch, Ont 

Axtel 1 

*Red  Knot 

4 

1 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

Sander  1 ing 

29F 

18 

Rose  Hill  Bch , Ont 

Axtel 1 

II 

31 

6 

Crescent  Bch, Ont 

Watson 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

4F 

1 

St  David's, Ont 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

13 

1 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt 

Watson 

It 

15,29 

14,600 

Peace  Br-Rock  Pt 

D  Anna, Potter 

II 

21,28 

4 

Goat  Island 

D  Anna 

II 

29 

380 

Rose  Hill  Bch, Ont 

Axtel 1 

Least  Sandpiper 

4 

20 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

l( 

4 

13 

St  David  s, Ont 

Watson  et  al 

II 

8,29 

30,6 

Peace  Br-Rock  Pt 

D  Anna  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

8F 

4 

Smithvi 1 le,0nt 

Watson  et  al 

II 

29 

3 

Rose  Hill  Bch , Ont 

Axtel 1 

*St i 1 t  Sandpiper 

8F.15 

1,4 

Smithvi 1 le,0nt 

Watson, D  Anna  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

July  Humber 

LQcaUQQ 

Observer 

#StiK  Sandpiper 

16 

A 

Z 

II 

Andrle,  Gregory 

it 

23 

10 

It 

D '  Anna.Byron(BOS) 

*Ruff 

8, 13,15 

1 

II 

Gal  as, Wat son .D  Anna 

3hort-b.  Dowitcher 

IF 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas 

if 

4 

2,1 

Smithvi 1 le-St  David  s 

D'Anna  et  al 

f! 

8 

14 

Crescent  Bch-Rock  Pt 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

Wi Ison  s  Phal arope 

4L 

1 

Smithvi ] le.Ont 

II  M 

II 

23 

i 

II 

Potter  (BOS) 

Little  Gull 

ibF 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Bonaparte  s  Gull 

1 

25 

Peace  Br-Windmi 1 1  Pt 

D  Anna 

II 

2,16,21,28 

3,12,68,320 

Niagara  Fal Is 

D  Anna,  Potter 

n 

15 

112 

Peace  Br-Rock  Pt 

II 

Caspian  Tern 

12F 

2 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Watson 

it 

15 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 

Watson  et  al 

II 

16 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Black  Tern 

1 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

II 

8F.15 

10,21 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

M 

14-29 

1-4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

II 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

II 

II 

25 

25 

Fort  Erie, Ont 

Hess 

Red-headed  Wdpkr . 

22 

1 

Iroquois  WMA 

Hess 

II 

29 

1,1 

Waver ly  Bch.Windmi 1 1 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr 

1 

1 

Newstead  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

3KPDBA) 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk 

Andr 1 e 

H.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

13 

125 

Goat  Island 

D  Anna 

Bank  Swal 1 ow 

5 

47 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzr ick 

Tufted  Titmouse 

23,31 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

II 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

2,3 

5,1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

13 

1 

Andover  Twp 

II 

II 

29 

1 

Boston  Twp 

Hess 

II 

30 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Carol ina  Wren 

8-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd,  Ont 

Axtel 1 

Winter  Wren 

18 

1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

2.3. 12CPDBA 

9,2,4 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

13 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

If 

B1 . -gr .  Gnatcatcher 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-31 

48max 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzr ick 

ii 

21 

2 

Ashford  Hollow 

Hess 

N.  Mockingbird 

4 

A 

St .  David  s,0nt 

Watson  et  al 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

1 

1 

Newstead  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

Nashvi 1 1 e  Warbler 

1 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

2,9 

1,1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi  tzr ick 

II 

3 

1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

B1 ack-thr .  Blue  Warb 

.  9 

1 

II 

Pi tzr ick 

II 

21 ,23 

1,2 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1-16 

4-15 

Ward&Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

9,19 

1,2 

Ward  Twp 

Pi tzr ick 

Prairie  Warbler 

2.3.9.13 

2, 5, 1.1 

Amity  Twp 

It 

U 

3. 12CPDBA) 

2,2 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

H 

11CPDBA) 

1 

Andover  Twp 

II 
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Name  q t  gird 
B1 .&w.  Warbler 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Yellow-br.  Chat 
Vesper  Sparrow 

II 

II 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

II 

Hens low  s  Sparrow 

ft 

It 

White-thr.  Sparrow 
Red-w.  Blackbird 
Purple  Finch 


July 

Number 

l 

1 

22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

c 

18 

2 

Ml. 

13  2,4,3 

9,19 

2,3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

30 

1 

1 

1 

21 

1000+ 

1  31 

1-2 

(Ad. 

on  nest  16-: 

LQg.fl.tjpQ 
Pomfret  Twp 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Andover  Twp 
Iroquois  NWR 
Andover  Twp 
Amity  Twp 
Andover  Twp 
Ward  Twp 
Pomfret  Twp 
Clarence  Twp 
Alfred  Twp 
Buffalo 
Ward  Twp 
Amity  Twp 
1  ate) 


Qfrgerver 

Mosher 

Watson 

Brooks 

Watson, Galas  et  al 
Brooks 
Pitzr ick 
Brooks 
Pi tzr ick 
Mosher 
Galas  et  al 
Brooks 
D  Anna 

V8.R  Pitzrick 
Pi tzr ick 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  .  256 

Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  3 

Total  for  year . 259 


******** 


From  our  Members 

"Redwing  Attacks  Spotted  Sandpiper" 

Anyone  who  has  a  bird  feeder  has  probably  observed  territorial  skirmishes  among  birds 
of  the  same  species.  When  birding  we  often  see  smaller  birds  mobbing  larger  birds  such  as 
the  Red-tailed  Hawk  and  Great  Horned  Owl.  Less  often  we  see  (but  with  often  greater  and 
more  dramatic  consequences)  a  territorial  attack  of  a  larger  species  on  a  smaller  species. 

Although  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish  a  territorial  attack  from  a 
predator-prey  attack,  I  believe  I  have  observed  only  three  territorial  attacks  of  a  larger 
species  on  a  smaller  species  in  my  life  time. 

The  three  possible  territorial  attacks  of  a  larger  on  a  smaller  species  involved  a 
Herring  Gull  on  a  Bonaparte  s  Gull,  a  Common  Grackle  on  a  House  Sparrow  and  a  Red-winged 
Blackbird  on  a  Spotted  Sandpiper.  One  of  these  attacks  was  fatal  and  the  other  two  appeared 
to  be  life  threatening. 

The  most  recent  and  perhaps  least  vicious  of  these  attacks  involved  the  Red-winged 
Blackbird  attack  in  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  on  April  30,  1989  at  Times  Beach. 

As  I  was  watching  an  early  Spotted  Sandpiper  on  the  mud  flats  at  Times  Beach,  A 
Red-winged  Blackbird  started  harassing  it.  As  the  Red-winged  Blackbird  dove  at  the  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  unable  to  find  protection  on  the  ground.  In  an  attempt 
to  escape,  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  flew  away  from  the  mud  flats  and  marsh  reeds  over  the  water 
in  the  direction  of  the  breakwall.  However,  the  tenacious  Red-winged  Blackbird  continued  to 
dive  at  the  back  of  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  until  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  half  way  to  the 
breakwall.  At  this  point,  the  Red-winged  Blackbird  soared  up  about  thirty  feet  above  the 
Spotted  Sandpiper  and  I  thoughtthe  Red-winged  Blackbird  had  finally  given  up  the  attack. 

Much  to  my  surprise  instead  of  giving  up  the  attack,  the  Red-winged  Blackbird  plunged 
down  on  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  from  this  greatest  of  heights  forcing  the  poor  Spotted 
Sandpiper  down  into  the  water  and  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  flew  no  more.  The  Red-winged 
Blackbird  continued  to  fly  over  the  spot  where  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  had  disappeared,  at 
times  hovering  five  or  ten  feet  over  the  fateful  location  as  though  it  was  doing  a  victory 


-85- 


Vol .  55  No.  8 


dance.  Finally,  after  what  seemed  to  be  at  least  ten  seconds,  the  Red-winged  Blackblr 
returned  to  the  cat  tails  of  the  marsh. 

Then  to  my  further  amazement  I  saw  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  rise  from  the  water  phoeni 
fashion  and  resume  its  flight  successfully  to  the  breakwall.  I  can  not  say  what  happened  t 
the  Spotted  Sandpiper  while  it  was  in  the  water.  Although  I  observed  this  event  throug 
binoculars,  the  distance  of  about  80  yards  made  it  difficult  to  determine  if  the  Spotte 
Sandpiper  was  forced  under  water  or  (perhaps  more  likely)  it  waited  at  the  water  surfac 
undetected  by  me  until  after  the  Red-winged  Blackbird  had  given  up  its  attack.  Perhaps  som 
other  B.0.3.  member  that  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  observe  a  similar  encounter  but  a 
closer  range  can  tell  me  exactly  what  that  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  doing. 

Although  territorial  attacks  by  larger  species  upon  smaller'  species  are  relative! 
uncommon  when  compared  to  the  other  two  territorial  conflicts  mentioned,  we  might  expect  t 
see  more  attacks  by  a  Red-winged  Blackbird  on  a  Spotted  Sandpiper.  This  is  because  o 
similar  nesting  environments  and  periods  (Beardslee  &  Mitchell  s  Birds  of  the  Niaoar 
Frontier  Region  give  Spotted  Sandpiper  egg  dates  of  May  12  -  July  11  and  Red-wingei 
Blackbird  egg  dates  of  April  30  -  July  9,  while  Andrle  &  Carrol  I  s  The  Atlas  of  Breedln 
Birds  in  New  York  State  has  egg  dates  of  May  6  -  July  26  for  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  Apri 
26  -  July  9  for  the  Red-winged  Blackbird). 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  hypothesize  that  the  reason  behavior  that  ca 
potentially  lead  to  the  death  of  an  individual  in  a  population  is  uncommon  is  because  tha 
behavior  is  removed  by  the  process  of  natural  selection  in  the  evolution  of  tha 
population. 


William  Watson 

Additions  to  "Birds  of  an  Urban  Area  in  Buffalo,  New  York" 

In  1977  I  published  an  article  in  The  Prothonotarv  (43:  125-133)  entitled  "Birds  of  a* 
Urban  Area  in  Buffalo,  New  York:  An  Annotated  Checklist."  The  urban  area  was,  in  fact,  the 
residential  area  where  my  family  and  I  lived.  In  early  1981  we  left  Buffalo,  effectively 
putting  an  end  to  my  local  birdwatching.  However,  from  1977-1981  I  compiled  a  number  oi 
interesting  records  from  the  study  area,  which  I  would  now  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  oi 
readers.  The  status  classifications  used  below  are  identical  to  those  in  the  origina 
article. 

New  Species 

Broad-winged  Hawk:  Occasional  Spring  Migrant. 

Killdeer:  Occasional  Spring  Migrant, 
yellowlegs  sp.:  Occasional  Fall  Migrant. 

B1 ack-bi 1 1 ed  Cuckoo:  Occasional  Summer  Visitor. 

Empidonax  sp.:  Occasional  Summer  Visitor. 

Blue-winged  Warbler:  Occasional  Spring  Migrant. 

Hooded  Warbler:  Occasional  Spring  Migrant. 

Pine  Grosbeak:  Erratic  Winter  Visitor. 

Status  Changes 

Northern  Flicker:  confirmed  breeding  species. 

Downy  Woodpecker:  confirmed  breeding  species. 

Bay-breasted  Warbler:  confirmed  spring  migrant. 

Blackpoll  Warbler:  confirmed  spring  migrant. 

House  Finch:  confirmed  breeding  species. 
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With  these  additions,  a  total  of  117  species  was  recorded  from  the  study  area,  with  18 
confirmed  as  breeding  species. 

David  Wi 1  cove 

2525  N.  Tenth  Street 

Arlington,  Virginia  22201 


HOW  I  SPENT  MY  SUMMER 


In  May  of  this  year,  1989,  I  was  asked  by  fellow  BOS  member  Mary 
Ellen  Foley  if  the  BOS  could  come  up  with  a  list  of  bird  species 
that  use  the  Niagara  River.  A  list  compiled  by  the  Ontario 
Ministry  Of  Natural  Resources  for  the  Niagara  River  Remedial 
Action  Plan  Committee,  included  58  species  that  use  the  Niagara 
River  and  38  species  that  nest  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula.  Mary 
Ellen,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  felt  that  these  totals  were  very 
low  and  since  the  BOS  was  the  only  organization  that  has  kept 
records  for  the  region  for  many  years  that  we  were  the  logical 
choice  for  the  task.  Though  she  gave  me  the  option  of  telling  her 
to  go  pound  s^l t  I  decided  that  I,  personally,  would  do  the  job.  I 
could  say  that  my  decision  was  based  only  upon  a  desire  to  assist 
Mary  Ellen,  who  has  put  in  incalculable  hours  in  conservation  work 
(most  notably,  the  successful  Peregrine  Falcon  hacking  program  in 
the  Peninsula  which  she  was  in  charge  of)  and  in  birding  in 
general.  In  truth,  however,  my  motives  were  not  quite  so 
selfless.  As  it  happens  I  had  wanted  to  do  such  a  thing  for  a 
while  now.  In  fact  I  had  even  prepared  a  primitive  Niagara  River 
list  once  although  I  did  very  little  research  and  was  not 
concerned  with  accuracy. 

So,  anyway,  I  did  it.  The  completed  list  follows  this  preamble. 
After  the  May  migration  ended  I  went  to  work,  spending  much  of  my 
time  poring  over  issues  of  The  Prothonotary  lent  to  me  by  Marie 
Wendling.  When  I  finished  my  first  draft  I  mailed  a  copy  to  Dr. 
Andrle  asking  for  his  comments  and  corrections.  Most  of  his 
notations  were  incorporated  into  the  final  draft  and  they  greatly 
improved  it. 

The  persons  who  submitted  bird  sighting  records  which  were  used  in 
the  list  are  hereby  acknowledged.  The  list  of  names  is  too  great 
to  enumerate.  Indeed,  since  many  of  the  species  maxirnurns  were 
taken  from  Christmas  Counts,  all  the  participants  in  those  counts 
also  have  to  be  acknowledged. 

This  list  is  not  100  percent  accurate.  I  am  certain  that  some 
will  disagree  with  the  relative  abundance  classifications  which  I 
have  assigned  to  some  of  the  species.  I  welcome  comments  on 
these.  Also,  if  you  know  of  a  higher  species  maximum  or,  in 
particular,  if  you  know  of  a  significant  number  of  a  species  for 
which  no  maximum  is  given,  I  would  greatly  appreciate  hearing 
about  it  -  note  that  written  details  are  essential. 
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BIRDS  OF  THE  NIAGARA  RIVER,  NEW  YORK  STATE  AND  ONTARIO 


Listed  here  are  123  species  of  birds  that  ha v e  o c curred  o n  the 
Niagara  River  between  1959  and  1938,  inclusive.  Of  these,  two  are 
on  the  endangered  species  list  for  New  York  State  -  the  Bald  Eagle 
and  the  Peregrine  Falcon;  two  are  classified  as  threatened  -  the 
Osprey  and  the  Common  Tern;  and  three  are  of  special  concern  -  the 
Common  Loon,  the  Least  Bittern,  and  the  Black  Tern  (N.Y.S. 
Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  1987).  * 

Only  species  closely  associated  with  the  aquatic  habitats  which 
the  river  provides  have  been  included.  Each  species  has  been 
given  a  classification  to  show  its  present  seasonal  status  and 
relative  abundance  on  the  Niagara  River.  If  a  species  has  bred 
along  the  river,  or  is  suspected  to  have  bred,  this  is  also 
indicated.  Maximum  counts  in  the  30  year  period  and  the  dates  on 
which  they  occurred  are  given  where  available.  Dates  of  the  most 
recent  sightings  for  the  species  classified  as  "very  rare"  are 
also  included.  Following  the  main  list  are  11  additional  species 
that  occurred  on  the  river  before  1959. 

This  list  was  compiled  from  Christmas  Counts  and  other  records  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Christmas  Counts  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  ( On t . )  Nature  Club,  and  Birds  of  the  Niagara 
Fr  o  n  t i er  Reg i o n  by  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
(Bulletin  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Buffalo, 
1985).  Additional  species  sightings,  unusual  numbers,  etc.  should 
be  sent  to  the  preparer  of  this  list:  William  C.  O'- Anna ,  2257 
Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304. 

Relative  Abundance  Categories 

Occurring  in  such  numbers  that  a  comp et ant  observer  at  the  proper 
time  and  place  might  record: 

A  abu  n  dan  t :  50  0  o  r  mo  re  i n  d i v i du al s  in  a  single  day . 

V C  v e r y  c o mm on:  1 0 0  t o  500  i n d i v i d u a 1 s  in  a  s ingle  d a y . 

C  c o mm o n :  25  t o  1 0 0  i n d i v i d u a 1 s  i n  a  single  da y . 

FC  fairly  common:  5  to  25  individuals  in  a  single  day. 

U  uncommon:  1  to  5  individuals  in  a  single  day  and  usually  no 
more  than  25  per  season. 

R  rare:  usually  no  more  than  5  individuals  per  season. 

VR  very  rare:  usually  no  more  than  1  individual  per  season. 
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Abbr  ev i a  t i o  n  s  Used 

U .  visitant 

F‘.R.  permanent  resident  (present  year-round  in  approximately  the 
same  numbers) 

T.  transient  (occurs  in  migration) 

N .  w inter 

S.  summer 

B.  has  been  recorded  breeding  along  the  river  within  the  past 
60  years. 

B?  believed  to  have  bred  along  the  river  though  definite 
evidence  is  lacking. 


Note:  1)  Species  which  are  most  common  in  summer  or  winter  do  not 
have  their  transient  status  given. 

2)  Species  which  are  shown  as,  for  example,  R-T.U.  and 
R-W.U.,  occur  more  frequently  in  migration  than  in  winter 
but  not  enough  to  warrant  classification  as  an  U-T.U. 

Red-throated  Loon . R-T .0 . ,  R-W.U,  Max.:  4(11/22/77) 

Common  Loon . ....Special  Concern  .... FC-T ,U . ,  R-W.U. ,  R-S.U. 

Max.:  53(10/87) 

Pied-billed  Grebe . U-T.U.,  R-W.U.,  R-S.U.,  B. 

Horned  Grebe . FC-T.U.,  R-W.U.,  R-S.U.  Max.:  28(12/83) 

Red-necked  Grebe . U-T.U.,  R-W.U.  Max.:  45(3/22/59) 

Eared  Grebe . . . UP.-U.  Most  recent:  10/29/77 

Double-crested  Co r mo r  an  t .  . FC-T . U . ,  R-W . U . ,  R-S . U . ( becom i n g  FC-S . U . ) 

Max.:  60(5/16/89) 

Arner  i  can  Bittern . R-S.U.,  UR-W  . U  .  ,  B? 

Least  Bittern . . . Special  Concer n  .  .  .  . R-S .U .  ,  B. 

Great  Blue  Heron . FC-S.U.,  U-W.U.,  B.  Max.:  33(12/21/86) 

Great  Egret . .....R-T.U.,  R-S.U. 

Snowy  Egret . UR-U.  Most  recent:  9/14/59 

Cattle  Egr e t .............. R-T . U . ,  R-S.U.  Max . :  5(7/76) 

Green-backed  Heron . U-S.U.,  B. 

Black-crowned  Ni ght-Her on . C-S .U . ,  R-W.U.,  B.  Max.:  92(4/30/76) 

Tun  dr  a  Swan . .  FC-T  .  U  .  ,  R-W  .  U  .  Max  .  :  338  (  3/29/60  ) 

Mute  Swan . . . .  .  .  .  Introdu  ced  R-T.U.,  R-P  .  R  . 

Snow  Goose.  . . .  .R-T.U.  ,  R-W.U. 

Brant . IJ-T  .  U  .  ,  R-W  .  U .  Max  .  :  36  ( 11/8/77 ) 

Canada  Goose. . . . UC-W.U. ,  FC-S.U. ,  B?  Max . :  1437(12/18/38) 

Wood  Duck . FC-T.U.,  U-S.U.,  R-W.U.,  B.  Max.:  60(9/23/61) 

Green -winged  Teal  ........ , U-T.U. ,  R-W.U. ,  B.  Max . :  46(11/11/62) 

Amer i can  Black  Duck . C-W . U . ,  R-S.U.,  B?  Max . :  1 922 ( 1 2/23/62 ) 

Mallard . .  . A-W.U. ,  C-S.U.  ,  B.  Max.  :  3005(12/18/83) 

Northern  Pintail . . . . . F C-T . U . ,  U-W . U . ,  R-S . U .  Max . :  80(1 2/7/75 ) 

Blue-winged  Teal  .........  JJ-S.U. ,  UR-W.U. ,  B?  Max .  :  6(11/28/76) 

Northern  Shovele 

G  a  dw  all.... . 

Eurasian  Wigeon. 

Amer i can  W igeon . 

Canvasback ...... 

Redhead . . . . . . . . . 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Greater  Scaup... 


R-T.U. , 

R-W.U. 

Max  . 

:  18  ( 

12/87) 

FC-W.U. 

Max  . 

:  118(1 

/  75) 

U R-T.U. 

Most 

recen t 

:  11/ 

20/83 

FC-W.U. 

,  R-S.U. 

,  B? 

Max  . 

:  325  ( 

12/18/7 

A-W . U . , 

R-S.U. 

Max  . 

:  15, 

0  0  0  ( 1 0 

/ 31/81 ) 

C-W.U. , 

R-S.U. 

M  a  x  • 

:  537 

( 1 2/21 

/  3  ij ) 

U-T.U. , 

R-W.U. 

Max  . 

:  100 

(12/84 

) 

A-W.U. , 

R-S.U. 

Max  . 

:  9000(10/2 

74  ) 
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Lesser  Scaup .  . 
Comrno n  E i  der  .  . 
King  Ei der  .... 

Harlequin  Duck 
01 dsq  u  aw  ...... 

El ack  Sco ter  .  . 

Su r f  Sco ter.  .  . 
White-winged  See 


ter 


C o mm o n  G o 1 den eye .  . 
Barrow's-  Goldeneye 

Buf f lehead . 

Smew . . 

Hooded  Merganser.. 
Common  Merganser . . 
Red-breasted  Mergan 
Ruddy  Duck  .......  . 

Osprey . 

Bald  Eagle . 


. C-T . M .  ,  u -W . M .  ,  R - S . M .  M  a x .  :  112(1 2/ 2 1 / 3  6 } 

. M R -M .  Most  recent:  1 / 5/ 7 2 

. R - W . M . ,  U R - S . M .  Max.:  22(1/1 4/ 6  7 ) 

.R-W.M.  Max. :  3(11/29/75) 

. A - W . M .  ,  R - S . M .  M  a  x  .  :  15, 0 00(1 2/ 2  0 / 8  5 ) 


R-W.M. 

M 

ax  .  : 

450 (10/ 

/  O 

1 

/73) 

R-W.M. 

,  MR- 

S  .  M  . 

Max 

• 

■  ■ 

130  ( 

11/9 

U-W.M. 

(  some 

t  irne 

s  C-W.M, 

, ) 

t 

MR- 

■S.M. 

( 1/22/ 

86) 

-S.M. 

Ma 

x  .  : 

5861(12/ 

-1 

s 

/  7  6 ) 

. A -W . M . ,  R-S.M. 

. M  R -M .  Most  recent:  1 / 8  4 

. M C -W .  M .  ,  M  R-S.M.  Max.:  2220(1 2/ 2  6/ 7  0 ) 

. MR-M.  Only  record:  win  ter, I960 
. F  C -T . M .  ,  U - W . M .  Max.:  40(1 2/ 2  6/ 5 4 ) 

. A - W . M . ,  R-S.M.  Max.:  12, 0  0  0 ( 1 2/ 2  0  &  1 2/ 2 1 / 7  4 
. A -T . M .  ,  F C -W . M . ,  R - S . M .  M  ax.:  1534(1 2/ 2  0 / 8 1 ) 

.  U  -T  .  M  .  ,  R. -W  .  M  .  ,  M  R  -  S  .  M  .  M  ax.:  3  0  ( 1 1  / 1 6/  7  5 ) 

. Thr ea t ened.  .  . . R-T . M .  ,  MR-S . M . 

. En dangered .  .  .  . R-T . M .  ,  R-W . M .  ,  R-S . M  .  ,  B . 


Merlin . 

.R-T.M. , 

M R-W.M. 

Per eqr ine  Falcon  .....  . 

. En  dan  ger ed .  .  .  .  P 

— M .  any  sea  s  o n 

M i r  g i n i a  Rail . 

.U-S.M. , 

M R-W.M. 

,  B. 

.U-S.W. , 

B? 

Common  Moorhen .  . . 

.R-S.M. , 

B  . 

Amer i can  Coot . 

.  IJ-T  .  M  .  , 

R-S.M. , 

R-W.M.,  B.  Max 

B1  ar'k -bel  1  i  ed  Plover.. 

.U-T.M. 

Max  .  : 

45(10/31/59) 

Lesser  Golden  Plover.. 

.  IJ-T  .  M  . 

Max  .  : 

1 5( 9/23/60 ) 

Semi p alma ted  Plover  .  .  . 

. U-T . M . 

Ki 11 deer . 

.C-S.M. , 

R-W.M.  , 

B. 

Amer i ran  Avocet ....... 

.MR-M. 

Most  recent:  8/8/64 

Greater  Yell owl egs. . . . 

.FC-T.M. 

Max  . 

:  10(9/1/85) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs. .... 

.C-T.M. 

Max  .  : 

150 ( 7/24/85) 

Solitary  Sandpiper.... 

.U-T.M. 

W  i  1 1  e  t . . 

.R-T.M. 

Spotted  Sandpiper..... 

. F C-S.M. 

,  B. 

Whimbrel . . .  . 

.R-T.M. 

Hudsoni an  Godwi t ..... . 

.MR-T.M. 

Mo  =•  t 

recent:  11 / 2  7/ 6  8 

Ruddy  Turnstone. . . . . . . 

.U-T.M. 

Max  .  : 

11(10/22/53) 

F*.  6E*  cd  K.  Pi  O  ■  B  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a 

. U-T.M . 

Max  .  : 

13(9/6/75) 

Sander  1 inq. . 

. FC-T.M. 

Max  . 

:  450(9/6/75) 

Semi p  alma t  ed  San  dp i per 

. C-T . M . 

Max  .  : 

80 ( 8/1/85) 

Wes  tern  Sandpiper . 

.R-T.M. 

Least  Sandpiper . 

.FC-T.M. 

Max  . 

:  35(7/21/73) 

Wh i te-r ump ed  San  dp iper 

.R-T.M. 

Baird's  Sandpiper . 

.R-T.M. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper.... 

.IJ-T.M. 

Purple  Sandpiper . 

. U-W . M . 

Max  .  : 

8(12/74  6;  5/36) 

C-'LinJ.lPla  a  a  m  a  a  •  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a 

.FC-T.M. 

,  R-W.M. 

Max.:  40(11/11 

Stilt  San dp iper . 

. R-T .M. 

Max  .  : 

8 ( 7/1 4/62) 

Bu ff- breasted  San dp iper 

.MR-M . 

M  o  s  t  r 

Been  t :  3 / 21/ 6 9 

Sho r  t -b i 1 1 ed  Dow i t  cher 

. U-T.M . 

Max  .  : 

6(9/3/61) 

Long-billed  Dow i t cher . 

.MR-T.M. 

Mo  s  t 

r e c en  t  :  3 ( 1 0 / 6 3 ) 

Common  Snipe. . . . 

ft _ T  M 

a  U  in  a  \ 

R-S.M. , 

B"  Max.:  12(10 

Am e>  i can  W o  o  d  c  o  c k . 

.  IJ-S  .M  .  , 

B? 

W i  Ison  '  s  h a  1  a r o p e  .  .  .  . 

.  R  -T  .  M  . 

Max . :  3(12/21/75) 
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Red-necked  Phalarope. .... .  R-T.U. (sometimes  U-T.U. )  Max . :  £0(9/22/75) 

Red  Phalarope . R-T.O.  Max.:  3(11/23/74) 

Pomarine  Jaeger . ORH).  Most  recent:  1/2/86 

Parasitic  Jaeger.  ........  .R-T  A).  Most  recent:  9/15/87 

Laughing  Gull . WR-T . W .  Mo  s  t  r  ecen  t  :  1 0/28/67 

Franklin's  Gull . U-T  . V  .  Max  .  :  1 1  (  9/12/75  &  11/1/67 ) 

Little  Gull . FC-T  .  V .  ,  U-W  . 0 .  Max  .  :  29 ( 11/4/73 > 

Common  Black -headed  Gull . . R-T .U . ,  R-W.V.,  UR-SA).  Max.:  2(12/86) 

Bonaparte's  Gull . A-T  A) .  ,  FC-W.U.,  U-SA). 

Max . :  60 , 0 0  0  ( 1 0/28/79 ) 

Ring-billed  Gull . A-S  .  U  .  ,  'JC-W  A.) .  ,  B  .  Max  .  :  20,000(1 0/27/74 ) 

Her  ring  Gull . A-N  A) .  ,  FC-S . V . ,  B  .  Max  .  :  50,0  0  0  ( 1 2/3/79 ) 

Thayer's  Gull . . ....R-T.U.,  R-WA). 

Iceland  Gull . U-W.'/.  Max.:  11(1/31/75) 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  ..  R-T  .C .  ,  R-W.U.  Max.:  2(  several  times) 

Glaucous  Gull . FC-WA).  Max.:  43(10/10/75) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  .  .  .UC-W  .0 .  ,  FC-SA).  Max.:  719(12/87) 

Black -legged  Ki 1 1 i wake  .... R-T .U . ,  R-WA).  Max.:  2(12/88) 

Sabine's  Gull . . R-T .U .  Max.:  4(10/88) 

Ivory  Gull. . . . .CRH).  Most  recent:  12/22/80 

Caspian  Tern . R-T.C.  Max.:  4(4/20/77) 

Common  Tern..... . Threatened ....  C-S  A) .(  former  ly  CC-S.C.),  B. 

Max.:  1700(10/21/78) 

Forster's  Tern . ...U-T.C.  Max.:  6(9/36) 

Black  Tern  ................  Spec i al  Concern  ... .CC-T  A) .( former ly  A-T  A),), 

R-S.C.,  B?  Max.:  5500(8/28/65) 

Razorbill  . CRH).  Most  recent  :  1/2/85 

Bel  ted  Ki n gf i sher ......... FC-S  A )  . ,  U-W . C . ,  B .  Max .  :  12(1 2/1 6/79 ) 

Pu  r  p 1 e  Mar  tin............. A-T . C . ,  C-S . U . ,  B .  Max .  :  1 0 0 , 0 0 0+ ( 8/30/70 ) 

Tree  Swallow . CC-T.C.,  FC-S.C.,  B. 

No r .  Ro u gh-w i n  ged  Swal 1 ow . CC-T . O . ,  C-S . C .  ,  B . 

Bank  Swallow . C-T  A) .  ,  FC-S  .U .  ,  B?  Max.:  148(5/ 19/°5) 

Cliff  Swal  low . U-T  A) .  Max  .  :  11(5/1 9/85 ) 

Bar  n  Swal  1  ow . CC-T  .  C  .  ,  C-S  .  C  .  ,  B  .  Max  .  :  450  (  5/7/69 ) 

Marsh  Wren . U-S . C  .  ,  CR-W.C.  ,  B  . 

Common  Yellow  thro  at . C-S  A) .  ,  R-W.C.,  B. 

Swamp  Sparrow.  ...........  .FC-S  A).  ,  R-W.C.  ,  B. 

R ed -w i n  g e d  Blackbird . A - S . C , ,  U -W . C .  ,  B .  M  ax.:  114 ( 1 2/ 1 6/ 7 9 ) 


Additional  species  recorded  before  1959: 
Western  Grebe.  ........ 

American  White  Pelican 

Brown  Pel  i  can . . 

Yell ow-cr .  N i qh t -Her o n 

G1 o  ssy  Ibis. . 

Wh i  te-f  aced  Ibis . . 

King  Rail . . . . 

Roseate  Tern . 

Arctic  Tern........... 

Th i ck -b i 1 1 ed  Mu rre.  .  .  . 


r ecen  t : 

10/25/52 

. . .Most 

r  ecen t : 

6/50 

reco r  d : 

6/50 

. . .Most 

r  ecen  t  : 

6/19/50 

recor d : 

6/1 3/39 

. . .Only 

r  e  c  o  r  d  : 

Aug.  188 

r  eco r  d : 

8/27/44 

. . .Most 

r  ecen  t  : 

^  2  /  o  "7 

r  e  c  o  r  d  : 

3  (  9/13/5: 

. . .Most 

recent : 

11(11/50 

.  .  . On  1 y 

r  e  c  o  r  d  : 

1 0/  38 
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######## 

For  this  60th  I  was  chosen  M.C. 
but  I  knew  how  corny  I  would  be. 

Dornhaffer  said  "there  is  a  trick 
to  do  i t  al 1  ini immer ick" 

So  I  shall  do  it  and  fun  it  will  be. 

She  said,  "Do  it  tastfully  please, 
write  about  birds  and  the  bees, 

As  goodness  knows, 

I  will  check  your  prose, 
so  your  poems  must  omit  all  sleaze." 

Therefore  I  sat  down  and  wrote  on  a  hunch, 
on  days  while  having  my  lunch. 

The  censor  never  saw  them 
nor  did  she  ever  hear  them. 

I  saved  them  Just  for  this  bunch. 

As  head  honcho  I  get  to  go  1st. 

For  my  literature  I  hope  you  will  thirst. 

But  I'll  spare  you  the  pain 
and  tell  you  quite  plain 
you  11  soon  see  that  first  is  the  worst. 

David  Cooper 

[David  Cooper  will  be  acting  as  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  for  the  B.O.S.  60th  Anniversa 
Dinner.  Make  your  reservations  now.  Be  there  to  catch  the  rest  of  his  act] 

********* 


Membership  News 

Welcome  to  new  Associate  Members: 


Joe  &  Jackie  Isgro 
1097  Bonnie  Lake  Dr 
Al den ,  NY  14004 
937-4209 


Please  note  the  following  changes 

Susan  Daniels 
2219  So  Broad  St 
Apt  F2 

Philadelphia,  PA  19148 

Lincoln  P.  Nutting 
3722  East  River  Rd 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072 


for  your  membership  rooster: 

Frederick  Harrington 
2278  Shady  Ln 
Pittsburg,  PA  15217 


William  Watson 
771  Fletcher  St 
Tonawanda,  NY  14150 
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Lewis  Kibler 
907  Taylor  Hill  Rd 
RFD  Box  907 
Winchester,  NH  03470 

Karen  Geiger 
296  A  Rod  Road 
Alden,  NY  14004 
(37-6954 


Alice  Ulrich 

Presbyterian  Nursing  Home 
200  Basset  Rd 
Amherst,  NY  14221 


Our  best  wishes  to  Bob  and  Bonney  Klips  and  their  new  daughter  Sara,  now  at  192 
Richards  Rd,  Columbus,  OH.  43214.  Bob  is  entering  a  Ph.D.  program  at  Ohio  State  University 
to  pursue  further  study  of  marsh  vegetation  ecology. 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each 
month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December,  at  8:00  p.m. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main 
Street  (corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls 
Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the  third  landing  and 


use 

the 

Oct . 

11: 

Oct . 

25: 

Nov. 

10: 

Dec . 

13: 

Annual  Meeting — Election  of  Officers. 

Program  to  be  announced. 

Friday — 60th  Anniversary  Banquet  at  Daffodil  s 
Restaurant,  930  Maple  Road,  Wi 1 1 i amsvi 1 1 e ,  NY.  Please 

Meeting  followed  by  Holiday  Celebration. 


October  8: 


October  22: 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Call  the  Compiler,  Mike  Galas  (693-4892) 
for  a  territory. 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Citibank  in 
Transitown  Plaza  (near  the  SE  corner  of  Main  &  Transit) 
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November  5: 

November  19: 

December  3: 

December  17: 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Vermont  &  Bust!  or  at  8:J 
in  the  first  parking  lot  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader  Di( 
Byron  (662-4783). 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  &  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochestt 
GOS.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the  parking  lot  just  outsit 
the  old  fort.  Leaders  -  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  &  Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  then  Niagara  River  on  the  Canadian  side.  Met 
at  8  am  at  Vermont  &  Bust!. 

Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count 


December  23:  Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge  Pari 

Compiler  Paul  Lazarus  (633-4185)  or  call  Bill  Burch. 


April  15,  90: 


Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count. 


May  13,  90: 


Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  furthi 
information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month 
to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Slsti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  3  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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BOS  60th  Anniversary  Celebration 
Friday  November  10,  1989 


6:30  Cocktails 


7:30  Dinner 


Daf fodl 1  3 

930  Maple  Road  Vi  1 1 lamsvl I le,  NY 
Speaker 

Greg  Budney,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
History  of  Recording  Bird  Songs 

MENU 

Prime  Rib  of  Beef  or  Chicken  Supreme 

Fresh  Garden  Salad,  Hot  Loaves  of  Bread 
Fresh  Steamed  Broccoli  Hollandaise 
Twice  Baked  Potato 
Desert  Coffee/Tea 

(Vegetarian  Plate  available) 


Please  Detach  and  Return  by  Novgmbec . 1 ,  1999  to: 

Diane  Chrisman,  78  Rainbow  Terrace,  Orchard  Park,  Iff  14127 
Checks  Payable  to:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Prime  Rib  of  Beef  9  $20  * 


Chicken  Supreme  9  $15  = 
Vegetarian  Plate  9  $15  = 
Total  Enclosed  ______ 


Name 


Guests 


Questions: 


Ca  1 1  662- 1/16 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  1421 1 

Return  Postage  Guaranteed 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N  Y. 
Permit  No  4  1  2 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 
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THE  MONTH:  August  1989 

In  striking  contrast  to  the  heat  of  1988  and  the  wet  weather  this  year  of 
eastern  New  York  and  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  August  1989  was  a  lovely  month  in 
Buffalo,  as  the  News  weather  summary  accurately  proclaimed:  the  "envy  of  the 
Northeast."  The  temperature  average  was  slightly  below  normal,  68.5°F  against 
68.9°,  with  daily  highs  reaching  the  mid-eighties  on  only  seven  days  early  in  the 
month  and  with  comfortable  lows  below  70°  on  all  but  three  nights.  Rain  was  well 
below  average  for  the  month,  1.8  inches  against  the  expected  4.2,  continuing  the 
pattern  established  in  July  and  leaving  the  region  with  less  than  half  of  the 
average  rainfall  for  the  two  months.  The  only  unusual  weather  occurred  on  the 
night  of  August  15,  when  a  violent  thunderstorm  in  less  than  an  hour  brought  over 
an  inch  of  rain  to  parts  of  the  region.  By  the  end  of  the  month  broad  cracks  had 
appeared  in  the  clay  of  my  backyard;  but  Pitzrick  notes  in  her  report  from  the 
southern  tier,  "Apparently  the  wet  May  and  June  bolstered  the  water  table  so  that 
deep  rooted  plants  did  O.K."  She  adds,  "In  general,  the  wild  food  crop  is 
abundant:  superb  cone  crop,  dogwood  berries  and  hawthorn  fruits  and,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  Gypsy  moth  plague,  acorns  aplenty." 

Unfortunately  excellent  weather  does  not  contribute  to  birding  excitement;  even 
with  good  weather,  however,  there  are  useful  indicators.  This  leads  to  a 
suggestion  for  newcomers  to  birding  in  this  region.  I  state  it  as: 


Buffalo  Birding  Axiom  I:  During  or  after  a  period  of  strong  southwest  or  west 
_ winds,  head  for  the  Bird  Island  Pier. _ 


The  basis  for  this  axiom  is  evident:  such  winds  sweep  many  birds  and  especially 
ducks,  gulls,  terns,  and  shorebirds  from  Lake  Erie  into  Buffalo  Harbor,  the  pier 
providing  a  good  observation  post.  Following  this  law,  the  Suggs  found  8 
Forster's  Terns  and  a  Little  Gull  there  on  August  3;  D'Anna  and  others  counted 
some  150  Black  Terns  on  the  20th;  and  the  first  Franklin's  Gull  was  seen  on  the 
30th  by  Galas  et  al .  Some  of  the  other  birds  seen  from  this  pier  during  August: 
Common  Loon,  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Mute  Swan,  American  Wigeon,  both  peep  and 
yellowlegs,  Sanderling,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  and  Nighthawk,  as  well  as  hundreds  of 
swallows  and  swifts. 

Counts  of  52  and  68  Double-crested  Cormorants  (D'Anna,  Niagara  Falls;  Watson, 
Rock  Point)  suggest  that  even  if  the  planned  destruction  of  these  birds  at  their 
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nesting  sites  in  eastern  Lake  Ontario  was  accomplished,  reasonable  numbers  remain. 
Did,  in  fact,  that  pogrom  take  place?  It  is  likely  a  policy  of  our  conservation 
forces  to  maintain  a  low  profile  with  regard  to  this  cormorant  kill.  While  I  take 
no  position  for  or  against  this  matter,  I  believe  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of 
birders,  as  interested  parties,  to  monitor  it. 

Out-of-season  Oldsquaws  were  noted  late  in  the  month  at  Rock  Point  (D'Anna,  et 
ai.)  and  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  (Moshers)  adding  to  a  single  record  in  mid-August  of 
1987.  There  is  no  New  York  State  breeding  record  (in  Bull  or  Anderle  and  Carroll) 
for  this  beautiful  gossiper  of  fall,  winter,  and  spring  on  the  Great  Lakes,  so 
these  are  probably  stray  individuals;  however,  several  factors  suggest  that  a 
search  for  nesting  evidence  is  at  least  worth  our  consideration.  In  particular, 
the  continuing  terrible  conditions  in  the  marshes  of  north  and  .central  Canada  may 
force  this  and  other  species  to  find  new  breeding  sites.  And  these  records 
represent  very  real  date  extensions:  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  include  no  reports 
between  May  31  and  September  29. 

The  Bald  Eagles  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  appear  to  have  nested 
successfully  again:  Watson  found  one  immature  in  the  nest  tree  on  the  7th  and  a 
possible  additional  young  bird  in  the  Tonawanda  Game  Management  Area  the  same  day. 

As  always,  birdwatchers  cannot  win.  During  wet  years  we  complain  that  there 
are  no  mud  flats  for  shorebird  concentrations;  during  this  dry  year  there  may  have 
been  too  many  flats  so  that  these  birds  distributed  themselves  too  thinly  over  the 
region.  The  beaches  of  the  Lake  Erie  north  shore  from  Jaeger  Rocks  to  Rock  Point 
produced  only  a  few  birds  and  the  turf  farms  of  the  region  awaited  a  richer 
September.  An  exception  to  the  latter  was  Galas'  count  of  7  Upland  Sandpipers  in 
Clarence  —  even  that  down  from  his  16  there  in  July.  (These  Clarence  turf  farms 
are  unfortunately  threatened  by  nearby  development:  more  of  the  region's  "planned 
growth"?)  The  best  flats  continued  to  be  the  sewage  lagoons  near  Smithville, 
Ontario,  which  produced,  among  good  numbers  of  other  shorebirds,  up  to  6  Wilson's 
Phalaropes.  Also  in  Canada  the  Suggs  found  a  Buf f-breasted  Sandpiper  near 
Dunnville  on  the  last  day  of  the  month. 

Turning  to  land  birds,  we  find  that  late  in  the  month  McKale  and  Heyer 
identified  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Tifft  Farm  and  Brooks  banded  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  on  the  28th  and  30th  in  Alfred.  Pitzrick  provides  a  careful 
analysis  of  the  nests  along  the  Amity  Lake  Bluebird  Trail:  among  the  143  nest 
boxes,  37  pairs  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  built  69  nests  that  contained  eggs  and 
fledged  a  total  of  173  young.  Her  reported  nest  success  (at  least  one  bird 
fledging)  of  72%  she  feels  is  deceptively  high:  "During  the  cold,  wet  weather  in 
May  and  June,  many  eggs  were  chilled  and  failed  to  hatch."  The  August  movement  of 
warblers  was  unspectacular  with  Watson's  early  Pine  Warbler  on  the  23rd  the  best 
record  and  the  19t.h  the  peak  of  parulid  arrivals. 

A  quite  unexpected  record  is  Brooks'  2  White-winged  Crossbills,  banded  and 
photographed  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  on  August  28.  If  these  were  breeding  birds, 
they  would  represent  a  50  mile  range  extension  from  those  reported  by  Anderle  and 
Carroll  as  "probable  breeding"  in  upland  areas  south  of  the  Finger  Lakes .  Whether 
or  not  they  nested  in  the  area,  this  is  a  very  unusual  record  for  this  region:  the 
only  other  I  find  between  May  and  November  was  a  single  immature  bird  at  Morgan's 
Point  in  Ontario  on  August  25,  1957,  reported  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell.  (There 
are  records  of  Red  Crossbills  remaining  to  nest  after  a  major  winter  incursion, 
Beardslee  and  Mitchell  reporting  four  occupied  nests  in  Como  Park  (!)  in  1964,  and 
the  Red  is  reported  as  "possible  breeding"  in  the  Alfred  area.  But  Todd  describes 
the  White-wing  as  "a  more  northern  species"  that  even  in  incursions  "does  not 
range  so  far  south.")  When  these  birds  are  considered  in  the  light  of  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  winter  finches  during  the  last  winter,  their  occurrence 
represents  a  perplexing  event.  Curiouser  and  curiouser.  —  G.  Rising 
Literature  cited: 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  - 

Indicates 

first  record  for 

the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record  for 

the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for 

the  migration. 

<f) 

-  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area 

• 

force  Qf.Blcd 

Augug.t,  Number 

Location 

Observer 

Gommon  Loon 

5 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

D  Anna  et  al 

II 

28 

2 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

Watson 

Horned  Grebe 

27F 

1 

Smithvi lie,  Ont 

DAnna  Byron(BOS) 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

4-31 

52max 

Niagara  Falls 

D  Anna 

li 

28 

68 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

10 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Lange 

If 

19 

2 

II 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

2-21 

1-9 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Roberson 

B1 .-cr .  Night-Heron 

13 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Roberson,  GalasCBOS) 

II 

20 

1 

W i 1  son  Twp 

Roberson  et  al 

li 

24 

11 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

15,19,3 

1 

Times  Bch/LaSalle  Pk 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

Green-wing  Teal 

14F 

1 

Smithville,  Ont 

DAnna,  Potter 

II 

19,26 

1,2 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

12F 

2 

Smi thvi lie,  Ont 

Lange  (BAS) 

II 

21 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

5 

9A,3Y 

LaSal le  Pk 

Watson,  D  Anna  et  al 

II 

13 

1 

II 

Roberson,  GalasCBOS) 

Oldsquaw 

19,27 

2,1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

DAnna  et  al 

II 

23 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Hooded  Merganser 

19F 

1 

St  David's,  Ont 

D  Anna 

Osprey 

24F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Rising 

Bald  Eagle 

7 

1  imm 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

/ 

1  imm 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Norther  Harrier 

5,14 

2,1 

Andover  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

18,20 

1,1 

Niagara  County 

Roberson 

Cooper  s  Hawk 

15,24,2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  et  al 

II 

16 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi  tzr ick 

II 

16 

1 

Wales 

0.  Roche 

American  Coot 

7,21 

82,164 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Black-bel 1 .  Plover 

13 

6 

Rose  Hill,  Ont 

Roberson  et  al 

*L.  Golden-Plover 

27F 

3,1 

Moulton  Twp/'Jaeger  Rk 

D  Anna,Byron(BOS) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

DAnna,  Potter 

II 

30 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Roberson 

Red  Knot 

19 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

tl 

28 

2 

II 

Watson 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

19F 

£ 

St  David  s,  Ont 

D  Anna 

II 

27,28 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D  Anna,  Watson  et  al 

*Baird's  Sandpiper 

8F 

1 

Morgan  s  Pt.  Ont 

Galas,  Roberson 

9? 
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Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Baird's  Sandpiper 

13 

3,1 

Crescent  Bch,Rose  Hill 

Roberson, Gal  as  et 

ii 

18 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

ll 

31 

2 

Bemus  Pt . 

Sun del  1 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

14 

2 

Smithville,  Ont 

D'anna,  Potter 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

31 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont 

D  &  D  Suggs 

3hort-b.  Dowitcher 

1 

1 

L.  Erie,  Ont 

Roberson 

II 

13 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont 

Moshers,  Smiths 

II 

18 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

ll 

30 

2 

Tifft  NP 

ll 

Wi 1  son  s  Phal arope 

12 

2 

Smi thvi lie,  Ont 

Lange  (BAS) 

fl 

13,21 

2,4 

II 

Galas  et  al 

ll 

14 

6 

ll 

DAnna,  Potter 

*Frankl in's  Gull 

30  F 

1 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Galas  et  al 

Little  Gul 1 

3 

1 

ll 

D  &  D  Suggs 

II 

20,30 

1,3 

ll 

DAnna  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

15,18,2 

15,18,22 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

(6  other 

reports  from 

Iroq,  NWR  &  Lake  Erie  Aug 

.  2-26) 

Forster's  Tern 

3F 

8 

Bird  Is  Pier 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Black  Tern 

20 

150 

II 

DAnna  et  al 

Common  Night hawk 

25F,27 

13,41 

Tonawanda 

Galas  s 

It 

26,27 

30,29 

Tonawanda,  Twnda.  Twp 

Hess 

ll 

27 

140 

N.  Falls-N.  Tonwnda. 

DAnna  et  al 

ll 

31 

139 

Buffalo 

Galas 

Red-headed  Wdpkr . 

2-26 

7  reports 

Western  NY 

Red-be 1 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

20 

1 

L.  Ont.  plain 

Roberson 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

29F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

McKal e,Heyer 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

28F,30  1,1 

(banded) 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

14 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi  tzr ick 

II 

22 

8 

Boston  Twp(f) 

Lange 

ll 

26 

3 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

20,21 ,23 

1 

Niagara  Fal 1 s 

Roberson 

ll 

20,31 

3,6 

Ward,  Alfred 

Brooks 

ll 

28,29 

1 

Boston  Twp(f) 

Lange 

Carol ina  Wren 

1 

1 

L.  Erie,  Ont 

Roberson 

ll 

6 

1 

Andover  Twp 

Brooks 

ll 

17 

4 

Buckhorn  Is  SP 

Watson 

II 

19,27 

1 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

27 

1 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna,Byron(B0S) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

2,20  1 
(PDBA) 

,2 

Ward  Twp  Brooks 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

2bF 

1 

Porter  Twp 

Watson 

B1 .-gr .  Gnatcatcher 

2 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

2,16 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzr ick 

ll 

19 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

II 

26F 

1 

Porter  Twp 

D  Anna 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-26 

6  reports 

Western  NY 

Veery 

21F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

19F,24 

1,1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  et  al 

ll 

26 

1 

Porter  Twp 

Watson 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

19F 

5 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Magnol ia  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ll 

19F 

4 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

August 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

foagnol ia  Warbler 

20 

2 

Niagara  Fal 1 s 

Roberson 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler  19F 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ii 

20 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Roberson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

19F 

2 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Ii 

28 

1,4 

Rock  Pt, Morgan's  Pt 

Watson 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warblr.  23F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

ll 

24 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Rising 

Blackburnian  Warblr 

16F 

1 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

Watson 

li 

19 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

II 

26 

1 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Pine  Warbler 

23F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

23F 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

ll 

26 

6 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

ll 

28 

1 

Morgan's  Pt,  Ont 

Watson 

Blackpol 1  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D  Anna  et  al 

B1 .&w.  Warbler 

15F, 19 

1.4 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ll 

17 

1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

American  Redstart 

1  IF 

1 

Wheat  fie  Id  Twp 

Potter 

ll 

19 

6 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Ovenbird 

23F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

N.  Waterthrush 

16F 

1 

Ft  Erie,  Ont 

Watson 

ll 

17 

1 

Goat  Is. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Mourning  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

22 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp 

D'Anna  et  al 

ll 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp 

Roberson  et  al 

Wi Ison  s  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Rock  Pt  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Canada  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

Watson 

ll 

19 

5 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ll 

20 

1 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Roberson  et  al 

Scarlet  Tanager 

26F 

2,1 

Ft  Niagara,  Tifft  NP 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Rose-br .  Grosbeak 

24F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

Vesper  Sparrow 

12 

1 

Clarence  Turf  Farm 

Galas 

Hens  low  s  Sparrow 

2 

1 

A1 fred  Twp 

Brooks 

ll 

6 

2 

Clarence  Turf  Farm 

Galas 

*White-w.  Crossbill 

28 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously  recorded  . 

259 

Species,  subspecies 

8,  hybrids 

recorded  this 

issue  . 

4 

Total  For  Year  .  . 

263 

********* 

From  Our  Messrs 

Iroquois  Eagles  Set  New  record  (well.. sort  of) 

Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  by  Clark  Beardslee  and  Harold  Mitchell  give  a  date 
range  of  April  ii  to  June  16  for  Bald  Eagle  nests  "with  young."  According  to  Birds  of  New 
York  State  by  John  Bull  and  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  edited  by  Robert 
Andrle  and  Janet  Carroll,  unfledged  Bald  Eagle  juveniles  have  been  found  from  April  11  to 
June  30  in  New  York  State.  So  it  might  be  concluded  that  a  Bald  Eagle  nest  with  young  after 
June  16  would  be  a  new  record  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  region  and  unfledged  juvenile  eagles 
observed  after  June  30  would  set  a  new  record  for  New  York  State.  Using  the  above  dates  and 


99 


Vol .  55  No.  9 


my  personable  observations,  it  seems  that  the  nesting  Bald  Eagles  on  Iroquois  NWR  have  not 
only  broken  the  record  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  region,  but  have  also  set  a  New  York  State 
record. 

Before  summarizing  these  observations,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  there  are  several 
difficulties  in  observing  the  unfledged  Bald  Eagles  at  Iroquois.  First,  foliage  of  the 
nesting  tree  often  obscures  the  nest  and  eaglets.  The  birds  were  observed  at  a  distance  of 
.7  miles,  and  it  was  often  difficult  to  observe  behavior.  Although  a  50  power  Celestron 
telescope  with  a  20  centimeter  aperture  was  used  in  observations,  its  field  diameter  of  40 
arc  minutes  made  it  difficult  to  determine  what  was  happening  outside  the  nest  tree  area. 

Since  Bald  Eagles  are  altrical  rather  than  precocial,  it  might  be  assumed  that  a  bird 
on  the  nest  is  unfledged.  For  the  Bald  Eagle  this  assumption  is  incorrect.  Bald  Eagle 
"young  after  their  first  flight  are  prone  to  return  to  the  nest,  in  this  they  continue  for  a 
number  of  weeks,  or  for  as  long  as  they  remain  in  the  neighborhood. " (Herrick,  Francis 
Hobart;  The  Auk,  vol.  41,  p.227).  Unfortunately  an  eaglet  on  the  nest  does  not  mean  an 
unfledged  bird. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  author  s  observations  of  nesting  activity  for  the  year  1989  is 
as  foil ows; 

March  22-Two  adult  Bald  Eagles  near  the  nest. 

April  23-0ne  adult  Bald  Eagle  near  the  nest. 

May  6-0ne  adult  Bald  Eagle  low  on  the  nest  in  typical  brooding  position  (although  my 
feeling  at  the  time  was  that  this  represented  the  beginning  of  incubation,  records 
graciously  supplied  to  me  by  the  Refuge  Manager,  Don  Tiller  indicate  incubation 
behavior  was  observed  April  13,  and  "volunteer  comments  indicate  eggs  hatched 
April  29-30.  Biologist  Mike  Allen  stated  "Both  adults  present-appear  to  be 
feeding  eaglet(s)  at  11:40,  May  4). 

May  24-Adult  near  nest. 

June  3-0ne  adult  at  the  nest  was  joined  by  a  second  adult  carrying  food.  The  second 
bird  gave  the  food  (a  snake  or  eel)  to  the  first  who  ripped  it  into  small  pieces 
and  fed  it  to  the  young.  This  feeding  behavior  wa  thought  to  be  unique;  however, 
research  indicates  that  it  may  be  common  (Herrick  states:  "The  direct  feeding 
observed  was  mainly  by  the  female  and  only  rarely  did  the  male  possess  sufficient 
confidence  to  partake  of  food  at  the  nest  and  serve  his  young."  MacPherson 
observed  the  same  behavior  in  Golden  Eagles. )IHerrick,  The  Auk,  vol.  40, no.  3,  pp 
419-4221 

July  14-A  young  eagle  on  the  nest.  (This  observation  was  recognized  as  14  days  beyond 
the  N.Y.  State  record  and  more  detailed  observations  were  attempted). 

July  18-The  nest  was  observed  from  6:50  to  8:20  and  9:45-9:50  am.  Both  eaglets  were 
eventually  observed  on  the  nest.  One  was  actively  flapping  (exercising)  its  wings 
and  jumping  on  the  nest!  At  7:18  am,  the  other  bird  joined  in  this  wing 

exercising  activity.  At  7:35  one  eaglet  defecated  over  the  edge  of  the  nest,  but 

did  not  leave  the  nest.  Both  types  of  activity  indicate  the  birds  are  unfledged. 

July  22-The  nest  was  observed  from  8:05  to  9:52  am  and  from  5:55  to  6:00  pm.  It  was  a 

calm  warm  hazy  day  in  which  the  temperature  rose  from  25  to  31  degrees  C  in  the 
first  hour  and  forty  minutes  of  observation. 

In  the  first  ten  minutes  one  Bald  Eagle  was  found  in  the  nest  tree  about  15  feet 
above  the  nest  and  3-5  feet  from  the  top  of  the  tree.  At  8:55  the  second  eaglet 
was  finally  found  halfway  between  the  nest  and  the  upper  left  edge  of  the  tree. 
Both  eaglets  were  observed  stretching  their  wings.  At  9:09,  the  top  eaglet 
dropped  down  to  the  nest  and  later  exercised  its  wings,  sometimes  jumping  on  the 
nest.  Then  at  9:18,  there  was  a  brief  test  flight  from  the  nest  lasting  about  15 
seconds!  No  noteworthy  activity  was  observed  thereafter.  From  5:55  to  6:00  pm, 
one  eaglet  was  observed  on  a  branch  next  to  the  nest. 

July  24-8:05-9:05  am,  eventually  both  eaglets  were  seen  near  the  top  of  the  nest  tree, 
and  were  briefly  observed  casually  flapping  their  wings.  One  of  the  immature  Bald 
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Eagles  took  two  test  flights,  The  first  from  8 : 21  to  8:25.  The  same  bird  took 
off  again  at  low  angle  at  8:46  and  landed  at  the  top  of  the  nest  tree  at  8:53. 
The  other  bird  was  observed  preening  between  8:58  and  9:05. 

July  27-8:25-10 :20am, two  circles  of  the  nest  were  made  by  one  of  two  immature  eagles 
from  8:32  to  8:34.  At  8:43  it  left  the  nest  into  the  wind  and  about  twenty 

minutes  later  it  came  in  from  behind  the  nest  to  land  into  the  wind.  At  9;29  the 

light  improved  and  the  second  eaglet  was  discovered  2  feet  below  the  nest  and  4 
feet  to  the  right  of  the  nest  preening.  This  non-flying  eaglet  later  (9:42)  tried 

to  fly  to  the  nest,  but  did  not  attain  enough  altitude  and  hit  the  edge  of  the 

nest  and  fell  3  feet  to  a  branch.  It  returned  to  its  starting  position  after 
about  20  seconds.  30  seconds  later  the  bird  flew  to  a  branch  about  4  feet  above; 
40  seconds  later  it  fly  successfully  to  the  nest.  Both  birds  were  then  obscured 
by  fol iage  at  9:44. 

July  29-8:05-9:05  am  and  2:21-3:18  pm,  At  8:54  a  possible  wing  lift  was  seen  at  the 
nest,  and  at  9:01  an  eaglet  left  the  nest  to  the  left  and  down.  Later  at  2:21  pm, 
one  eaglet  was  observed  preening  at  the  left  edge  of  the  nest  and  at  2:49  a  second 
eaglet  was  seen  flapping  its  wings  above  the  right  edge  of  the  nest  halfway  to  the 
top  of  the  tree.  From  2:55  to  2:59  an  adult  Bald  Eagle  visited  the  nest.  When 
the  adult  landed  the  eaglet  on  the  left  moved  toward  the  adult  and  the  higher 
eaglet  moved  to  the  middle  of  the  nest  but  stayed  high  and  flapped  its  wings.  The 
three  birds  remained  obscured  bu  foliage  most  of  the  time. 

August  7-7:37-8:06,  11:58-12:10  and  1:56-2:05.  At  7:44,  one  eaglet  was  seen  when  it 
hopped  to  a  branch  above  the  nest,  but  by  7:49  it  had  disappeared.  Observations 
later  in  the  day  were  devoid  of  eagles  or  eagle  activity. 

August  21-7:35-7:50  and  1:04-1:26.  No  eagles  observed  at  or  near  the  nest. 

All  observations  were  made  from  the  parking  lot  next  to  the  Iroquois  NWR  headquarters 
on  Casey  Road. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  an  exact  fledging  date  for  the  eaglets.  Observations  were 
intermittent  and  often  difficult  to  interpret.  It  is  also  believed  that  one  eaglet  may  have 
matured  as  much  as  a  week  or  more  ahead  of  the  other.  Certainly  on  July  18  both  birds  were 
showing  unfledged  activity.  Although  there  was  a  short  test  flight  on  July  22,  only  the 
July  24  flights  were  of  sufficient  duration  to  demonstrate  independence  from  the  nesting 

tree.  Yet,  on  that  same  date,  the  other  bird  demonstrated  difficulty  in  making  short 

flights  (or  long  hops)  in  the  nesting  tree.  Of  course  this  apparent  difficulty  could  be  due 

to  an  inability  to  fly  among  branches  rather  than  simply  an  inability  to  fly. 

As  late  as  July  29,  both  birds  seemed  to  demonstrate  a  dependence  on  their  parent,  and 
as  late  as  August  7,  one  of  the  young  was  observed  on  the  nest.  Perhaps  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  one  eaglet  fledged  on  or  about  July  24,  and  the  other  probably  fledged  some  time  later, 
probably  after  July  27. 

Although  this  represents  a  new  Area  1  record  by  about  6  weeks  and  a  new  state  record  by 
more  than  3  weeks,  this  extremely  late  fledging  might  not  be  as  odd  or  as  uncommon  as  it 
seems.  A  check  of  last  year's  notes  reveal  that  on  July  21  immature  eagles  were  observed  on 
the  "nest  to  20  feet  above  the  nest  (but  still  in  the  nesting  tree) ..  .hopping  and  flapping 
their  wings!"  Also  discussions  with  Research  Scientist  Peter  Nye  and  "Endangered  Species 
Investigation  W-166-E"  indicate  that  July  Bald  Eagle  fledglings  in  New  York  State  are 
commonplace  rather  than  exceptional  in  recent  studies.  It  is  unfortunate  that  Bald  Eagl*- 
data  acquired  through  the  "Endangered  Species  Investigation"  has  hot  been  published. 

Are  Bald  Eagle  deposition  of  egg,  hatching  and  fledging  dates  significantly  later  now 
than  before  DDT?  Possibly,  this  would  make  an  excellent  (but  difficult)  BOS  research 
project.  If  these  dates  are  significantly  later  than  in  the  past  what  is  the  reason.  There 
are  at  least  six  explanations  which  I  am  able  to  hypothesize.  Regretfully,  they  can  not  be 
discussed  in  a  paper  of  this  length. 

William  Watson 
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1989  E,„&  W  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey  for  WNY 

Since  1967,  members  and  friends  of  BOS  have  cooperated  annually  in  this  bird  survey. 
Essentially  the  procedure  involves  the  recording  of  all  birds  seen  or  heard  by  one 

observer  in  three  minutes  on  each  of  50  stops  one  half  mile  apart  on  a  defined  24.5  miles 

route,  starting  30  minutes  before  sunrise  on  any  day  in  June.  We  have  eighteen  such  routes 
in  Western  New  York.  On  eight  years  including  this  year,  all  routes  were  covered.  One  route 

was  missed  five  other  years.  In  1982  when  more  than  four  routes  were  not  covered,  the 

summary  was  eliminated.  Thus  the  data  now  covers  twenty  two  years. 

The  following  listing  shows  the  observers  and  assistants  for  each  route.  We  welcome 
the  new  cooperators  whose  names  are  underlined. 


ROUTE _ _  C00PERAT0R5 


Number 

Name 

Observer 

Assistant(s) 

045 

Philip's  Creek 

Doris  Burton 

none 

046 

Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks 

Clarence  Klingensmith  8, 
Russe 11  Allen 

052 

Mt .  Norris 

Douglas  Bassett 

none 

053 

Hamburg 

William  Bogacki 

Alice  McKale 

054 

West  Seneca 

Joseph  Di Domenico 

Dianne  DiDomenico 

055 

Gainsvi 1 le 

John  Hi t ton 

none 

056 

Cattaraugus 

Timothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton 

057 

East  Java 

David  Junk  in 

Marty  Junk  in 

058 

Cast i 1 e 

Douglas  Bassett 

none 

059 

Randolph 

Timothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton 

060 

Centervi  1  le 

Wavel  Barber 

Maxine  Barber 

061 

Sheridan 

Terry  Mosher 

Joe  Gula  Jr. 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell 

none 

063 

Nashvi 1 1 e 

Robert  Wagner 

Edith  Wagner 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

Sharon  Sisti 

Roberta  McDonald 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

William  D ' Anna 

Betsy  Potter 

066 

Byron 

David  Kel ler 

none 

111 

Vandal i a 

Regina  VanScoy 

James  VanScoy 

This  year  126  species  were  recorded,  an  all  time  high.  Even  so  this  is  the  first  time 
no  new  species  were  added  to  the  169  species  total  for  the  22  years. 

Table  I  shows  the  species  recorded  as  well  as  their  status  in  respect  to  numbers  for 
past  years,  also  the  total  for  each  species  and  the  percentage  of  routes  in  which  the 
species  were  recorded,  the  following  listing  shows  how  the  status  relates  to  rank  in  the  22 
years  as  well  as  the  number  in  each  status. 


Number 

Status 

Rank 

Number 

Status 

Rank 

Number 

Status 

Rank 

15 

H+ 

1 

19 

M+ 

7 , 88,9 

11 

L+ 

17,188,19 

30 

H 

28,3 

12 

M 

10,11,12,13 

9 

L 

208,21 

13 

H- 

4,58,6 

10 

M- 

14,158,16 

7 

L- 

22 

The  total  species  per  route  ranged  from  46  to  80  with  a  median  of  55,  just  two  below 
the  22  year  median.  The  route  in  which  80  species  were  recorded  also  reported  the  most 
individuals  (2171)  which  included  37  highest  species  counts  of  which  7  were  exclusive  to 
this  route.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the  only  route  in  which  Chickadees  were 
missed. 
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Table  I 

%  % 


Species  Status  Total 

Rtes 

Species  Status 

Total 

Rtes 

Great  Blue  Heron  H 

36 

72 

Brown  Creeper  M+ 

2 

6 

Green-backed  Heron  H+ 

39 

28 

House  Wren  M- 

155 

1  00 

Bl-cr.  Night-Heron  H 

2 

6 

Winter  Wren  H 

2 

11 

Canada  Goose  H+ 

45 

22 

Marsh  Wren  H+ 

1  0 

6 

Wood  Duck  H 

20 

33 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  H- 

5 

11 

Mallard  H+ 

72 

44 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  H 

2 

6 

Blue-winged  Teal  M+ 

2 

6 

Eastern  Bluebird  H+ 

35 

72 

Hooded  Merganser  H 

2 

6 

Veer y  L- 

41 

72 

Turkey  Vulture  H: 

15 

33 

Swainson's  Thrush  H 

1 

6 

Northern  Harrier  H 

5 

22 

Hermit  Thrush  H- 

5 

17 

1  Sharp- shinned  Hawk  H+ 

5 

28 

Wood  Thrush  L- 

98 

1 00 

Cooper* s  Hawk  H 

2 

11 

American  Robin  H+ 

1706 

1  00 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  M 

6 

17 

Gray  Catbird  L- 

155 

94 

Broad-winged  Hawk  M+ 

1 

6 

Northern  Mockingbird  H 

3 

1  1 

Red- tailed  Hawk  M 

14 

44 

Brown  Thrasher  L 

12 

39 

American  Kestrel  M+ 

25 

67 

Cedar  Waxwing  H 

219 

94 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  L 

62 

44 

European  Starling  M 

2466 

1  00 

Ruffdd  Grouse  M+ 

1 

6 

Solitary  Vireo  M+ 

4 

17 

Wild  Turkey  M+ 

2 

11 

Yellow- throated  Vireo  M+ 

1 

6 

Virginia  Sail  H 

1 

6 

Warbling  vireo  M 

51 

72 

Kllldeer  H+ 

250 

100 

Eed-eyed  Vireo  L 

109 

89 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L+ 

4 

6 

Blue-winged  Warbler  M+ 

19 

39 

Upland  Sandpiper  L+ 

2 

6 

Nashville  Warbler  M+ 

2 

11 

Common  Snipe  M* 

2 

6 

Yellow  Warbler  H 

423 

1  00 

American  Woodcock  M+ 

1 

6 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  H 

34 

56 

Ring-billed  Gull  H 

450 

22 

Magnolia  Warbler  H 

14 

1 1 

Rock  Dove  H- 

483 

94 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  H- 

4 

1  1 

Mourning  Dove  H- 

450 

1  00 

Bl.-throa,  Green  Warbler  L+ 

13 

28 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  M+ 

14 

2  2 

Blackburnian  Warbler  M 

8 

17 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  M- 

1 

6 

Prairie  Warbler  H 

2 

6 

Eastern  Screech’'’  Owl  H- 

1 

6 

Cerulean  Warbler  H 

2 

11 

Great  Horned  Owl  M+ 

3 

6 

American  Redstart  M- 

20 

33 

Common  Nighthawk  H+ 

2 

11 

Ovenbird  M+ 

39 

56 

Chimney  Swift  M 

50 

67 

Northern  Waterthrush  H' 

3 

1 1 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  H 

a 

33 

Mourning  Warbler  H 

16 

33 

Belted  Kingfisher  H 

9 

17 

Common  Yellowthroat  H 

281 

94 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  L 

1 

6 

Hooded  Warbler  H+ 

1  0 

33 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  M+  5 

17 

Canada  Warbler  M+ 

5 

17 

Yel. -bellied  Sapsucker  H+  10 

17 

Scarlet  Tanager  M+ 

30 

67 

Downy  Woodpecker  L+ 

21 

67 

Northern  Cardinal  H 

200 

1  00 

Hairy  Woodpecker  L+ 

2 

1 1 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  H- 

68 

78 

Northern  Flicker  L- 

17 

61 

Indigo  Bunting  H- 

161 

94 

Plleated  Woodpecker  H- 

3 

1 1 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  L- 

34 

67 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee  L 

39 

78 

Chipping  Sparrow  H+ 

495 

1 00 

Alder  Flycatcher  L 

1 1 

39 

Field  Sparrow  L- 

85 

72 

Willow  Flycatcher  H* 

89 

78 

Vesper  Sparrow  M+ 

27 

39 

Least  Flycatcher  L+ 

40 

83 

Savannah  Sparrow  M- 

363 

1  00 

Eastern  Phoebe  M 

47 

72 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  L+ 

4 

1 1 

Great  -cr.  Flycatcher  M 

-31 

22 

Henslow*s  Sparrow  M- 

3 

1  1 

-Eastern  Kingbird  H 

90 

1  00 

Song  Sparrow  M 

961 

1  00 

Horned  Lark  M+ 

62 

33 

Swamp  Sparrow  H+ 

31 

44 
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$  %  3 


Species  Status 

Total 

Rtes 

Species  Status 

Total 

Rtes 

Purple  Martin 

M- 

22 

28 

Wh.-thr,  Sparrow 

M 

1 

6 

Tree  Swallow 

H- 

52 

78 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

m 

35 

39 

NGr.  Rough-w. 

Swallow  M  1  0 

11 

Bobolink  H 

475 

100 

Bank  Swallow 

M+ 

89 

33 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

1+  1 876 

1  00 

Cliff  Swallow 

H- 

15 

33 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

L 

1  83 

100 

Barn  Swallow 

M 

472 

1  00 

Common  Grackle  L+ 

1212 

100 

Blue  Jay  Htt 

133 

89 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

L+  •  1 46 

1  94 

^American  Cribw 

M 

72  6 

100 

Northern  Oriole 

M- 

1  00 

94 

Black-cap.  Chickadee 

H+  1  35 

94 

Purple  Finch  L 

1  0 

44 

Tufted  Titmouse  M 

2 

11 

House  Finch  fiL+ 

325 

100 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  H 

6 

11 

Goldfinch  M- 

407 

100 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

L+  8 

39 

House  Sparrow  L- 

684 

100 

Table  II  shows 

those 

species  whose  totals  for  the  past 

five  years 

or  more 

have  all  been 

above 

the  22 

year 

median  to  be  defined 

as 

increasing,  or 

below  the  median  to  be  decreasing.  The  greater  the  number  of  years,  the 
more  positive  the  trend.  By  definition  twelve  is  the  maximum.  Six  species 
(Downy  Woodpecker,  Willow  Flycatcher , Least  Flycatcher,  Golden-crown  Kinglet, 
Blue-wing  Warbler  and  Ovenbird)  had  to  be  dropped  from  the  increasing  list, 
while  Northern  Flicker  was  added  to  the  decreasing  list  and  Canada  Warbler 
had  to  be  dropped. 

Tahla.-.II 


Species  Years  Above  Median  Species  Years  Below  Median 


Great  Blue  Heron  7 
Turkey  Vulture  8 
Ring-billed  Gull  9 
Killdeer  5 
Rock  Dove  7 
Mourning  Dove  9 
Great  Horned  Owl  7 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  8 
Eastern  Kingbird  9 
Tree  Swallow  5 
Blue  Jay  7 
American  Crow  6 
Black-cap.  Chickadee  10 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  7 
Eastern  Bluebird  6 
Warbling  Vireo  9 
Yellow  Warbler  9 
Common  Yellowthroat  9 
Northern  Cardinal  7 
Indigo  Bunting  9 
Chipping  Sparrow  9 
Dark-eyed  Junco  8 
House  Finch  10 


Ring-n.  Pheasant  12 
Upland  Sandpiper  8 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  1 1 
Northern  Flicker  8 
Brown  Thrasher  1  2 
Red-eyed  Vireo  9 
Rufous- sided  Towhee  9 
Field  Sparrow  6 
Savannah  Sparrow  1  0 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  7 
Henslowfs  Sparrow  7 
Song  Sparrow  7 
Red-w.  Blackbird  8 
Eastern  Meadowlark  11 
Common  Grackle  6 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  7 
House  Sparrow  6 


Walter  Klabunde 

4923  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 


104 


Vol.  55  No.  9 


Membership  News 

Please  welcome  new  associate  member: 

s 

Hans  Kunze 
3887  Miller  Road 
Warsaw,  NY  14569 

Please  note  the  following  changes  for  your  membership  rooster: 

Roger  Tory  Peterson 
P.0.  Box  825 
Old  Lyme,  CT  06371-0825 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each 
month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December,  at  8:00  p.m. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main 
Street  (corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls 
Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the  third  landing  and 


use  the  door 

to  the  left. 

Oct.  25: 

Program  to  be  announced. 

Nov.  10: 

Friday — 60th  Anniversary  Banquet  at  Daffodils 
Restaurant,  930  Maple  Road,  Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 1 e ,  NY. 

Dec.  13: 

Meeting  followed  by  Holiday 

Celebration. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


October  22:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Citibank  in 

Transitown  Plaza  (near  the  SE  corner  of  Main  &  Transit) 

November  5:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  Loop.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  at  8:15 

in  the  first  parking  lot  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader  Dick 
Byron  (662-4783). 
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November  19: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  &  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester 
60S.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside 
the  old  fort.  Leaders  -  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  &  Bob  Brock  (876-5862). 

December  3: 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  then  Niagara  River  on  the  Canadian  side.  Meet 
at  8  am  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

December  17: 

Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count 

December  23: 

Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge  Park. 
Compiler  Paul  Lazarus  (633-4185)  or  call  Bill  Burch. 

Please  Note:  Changes  in  Dates  for  Spring  Counts 


April  22,  90: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count. 

May  20,  '90: 

Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month 
to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 


885-5288 

Sharon  Sisti 

302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  3  $.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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THE  MONTH:  September  1989 

For  the  Buffalo  region  this  was  the  month  of  the  weather  that  almost  happened. 

As  the  map  shows,  the  frightful  hurricane  Hugo  smashed  into  South  Carolina  during 
the  night  of  September  20-21,  and  then,  instead  of  turning  up  the  coast  as 
expected,  continued  inland,  dissipating  much  of  its  strength 
over  the  Appalachians.  Through  September  22  the  remnants  of 
the  storm  were  still  projected  to  dump  substantial  rainfall 
on  Buffalo,  however,  and  flood  watches  were  announced  for  the 
weekend  of  September  23  and  24.  This  did  not  come  to  pass  as 
a  front  moved  in  from  the  west,  pushing  the  rain  toward  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state,  northern  New  England,  and  the 
Mari times.  Only  the  southern  edge  of  the  BOS  region  suffered 
storm  effects,  hundreds  of  homes  in  Salamanca  and  Olean 
losing  power  Friday  evening  with  some  remaining  without  power 
through  much  of  the  weekend.  The  good  fortune  of  most 
homeowners  was  not  paralleled  for  local  birders,  as  this 
worst  storm  of  the  decade  appears  to  have  pushed  no 
interesting  southern  or  pelagic  species  into  the  region. 

For  observers  who  don' t  appreciate  the  phenomenon  of  a 
hurricane  driving  species  many  hundreds  of  miles  north,  I 
offer  some  of  Harold  Axtell's  comments  in  this  journal  about 
Hurricane  Connie,  which  passed  through  this  region  on  August 
13,  1955:  "On  the  14th  —  the  day  after  the  wind  and  rain  — 

Glen  and  George  Meyers  and  Eric  Basten  of  Hamilton,  Ontario  found  a  Wilson's  Petrel 
—  dead  but  a  few  hours  —  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Long  Beach. . . . 
[Later]  the  same  morning,  also  at  Long  Beach,  Greg  Sommer  found  a  small  black  petrel 
with  white  upper  tail  coverts  in  the  back  yard  of  his  parents'  cottage,  apparently 
exhausted.  When  Greg  picked  it  up  and  placed  it  in  his  bird  bath  the  petrel  drank 
and  then  unexpectedly  flew  away. ...  A  high  spot  of  the  month  was  the  finding  by 
Alice  Ulrich,  a  week  later,  of  a  specimen  —  just  beginning  to  decay  —  of  the 
almost  Crow- sized  Black- capped  Petrel,  native  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Caribbean, 
among  driftwood  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Morgan  Point."  There  was,  of 
course,  a  striking  difference  in  the  paths  of  Connie  and  Hugo,  the  former  turning 
inland  much  farther  north. 
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Weather  for  the  remainder  of  the  month  was  less  exciting,  with  the  average 
temperature  60.8°F  1.3°  below  normal  and  the  3.85  inches  total  rainfall  a  half  inch 
above.  Although  rain  was  recorded  on  12  days,  most  was  restricted  to  four  storms: 
on  September  1  (1.3'),  14  (0.8'),  16-17  (0.8'),  and  22  (Hugo,  0.6').  Hugo  also 
provided  the  maximum  wind  gust  of  41  mph  on  the  22nd,  but  gusts  over  30  mph  were 
also  recorded  on  the  1st,  23rd,  26th,  and  29th. 

Birding  during  the  month  was  quite  unspectacular.  Even  the  two  'best'  birds  are 
to  be  expected  at  this  time  of  year.  On  September  28  at  the  Bird  Island  Pier  the 
Sabine's  Gull  made  its  first  appearance  of  the  year  for  the  East  Aurora  Bird  Club, 
Burch  presiding;  Watson  found  it  there  again  the  next  day.  Earlier  in  the  month 
Eaton  identified  four  Ravens  in  Carrollton  Township  on  the  9th  and  individual  birds 
there  on  the  11th  and  19th.  Steve  tells  me  that  these  birds  venture  out  of  their 
more  remote  habitat  in  the  fall  to  follow  hunters  in  the  quite  reasonable  hope  that 
they  will  find  carrion  left  at  game  kills. 

But  there  are  records  worth  noting.  Maximum  counts  of  200+  and  280  Lesser 
Golden- Plovers  in  Wainfleet  and  Moulton  Townships  on  the  16th  and  17th  compare  very 
favorably  with  the  high  counts  of  the  past  three  years:  95  in  1988,  14  in  1987,  and 
3  in  1986.  Some  of  this  exponential  increase  may  represent  additional  coverage  of 
this  area,  but  let  us  hope  that  it  also  indicates  an  increase  in  the  population  of 
these  beautiful  long  distance  migrants.  The  opportunity  to  observe  this  species  and 
to  see  many  of  its  congeners,  Black -bellied  Plovers,  as  well  as  other  less  common 
shorebirds  like  Baird's  and  Buff -breasted  Sandpipers  suggests: 


Buffalo  Birding  Axiom  II:  Plan  at  least  one  trip  in  mid- September  to  the  sod 

farms  off  Route  3  near  Wainfleet,  Ontario. 
Corollary:  A  weekday  trip  when  the  farms  are  active  is  just  as 
good  as  a  weekend.  The  shorebirds  and  gulls  often 
_ follow  the  plows  to  search  for  insects. _ 


Passerine  records  suggest  that  birds  filtered  through  the  area  rather  than 
visiting  in  massed  groups.  The  following  chart  of  the  warbler  migration  (taken 
directly  from  observer  reports)  shows  date  peaks  on  the  7th  and  15th  and  rather 
striking  species  maxima  for  Magnolia  Warbler  and  Redstart.  But  the  chart  together 
with  other  data  for  this  month  raise  some  serious  questions.  The  overall  total  of 
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less  than  300  individuals  suggests  either  a  dearth  of  warblers  or  a  lack  of  coverage 
or  both.  Are  we  witnessing  an  effect  of  the  clearing  of  tropical  rain  forests  or 
are  we  simply  seeing  the  results  of  fewer  birders  in  the  field  and  those  who  are  out 
more  interested  in  shorebirds?  Over  time  we  may  gather  some  clues  to  the  effect  of 
rain  forest  clearing  by  comparing  the  population  trends  of  individual  species  with 
their  southern  migration  destinations.  Some  warblers  like  Blackpoll,  Canada,  Bay- 
breasted,  and  Connecticut  winter  in  northern  South  America  while  others  like  Parula, 
Black- throated  Blue,  Magnolia,  and  Redstart  winter  farther  north  in  somewhat  less 
affected  Central  America  or  the  Caribbean.  There  seem  to  be  hints  in  our  records 
already,  but  we  surely  need  both  spring  and  fall  data  from  a  series  of  years. 

As  one  who  has  done  far  too  little  fall  birding  (I  have  enough  trouble  in  the 
spring  when  at  least  birds  sing  and  some  field  marks  show)  I  was  struck  by  the 
complete  absence  of  records  of  Yellow  Warbler  this  month.  Where  are  these  birds? 
Bent  provides  the  answer:  'The  striking  feature  of  the  fall  migration  of  the  eastern 
yellow  warbler  is  its  earliness.  The  birds  begin  to  move  away  from  their  nesting 
haunts  as  soon  as  the  young  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  and  the  southward 
migration  is  well  under  way  before  midsummer.'  He  notes  Vermont  departure  dates  of 
July  15-30,  with  only  a  few  records  between  August  18  and  September  9,  and  quotes 
Walkinshaw:  'After  July  10,  it  is  very  hard  to  find  one  of  the  species  here  in 
Michigan,  and  after  August  10,  almost  impossible.'  Is  our  BOS  Verification  Date 
Guide  overgenerous  in  setting  September  22  as  its  late  date?  The  evidence  seems 
mixed:  there  was  a  late  report  on  September  11  last  year  and  September  20  the  year 
before,  but  in  1986  there  were  again  no  September  records.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell 
extend  their  'regular'  fall  departure  date  to  September  12  and  note  the  species  as 
common  until  August  21. 

Two  final  notes:  Brooks  reports  the  return  on  September  11th  of  a  banded 
chickadee  in  its  6th  year.  This  is  not  yet  a  record  —  Wallace  reports  a  '9  to  10' 
year  old  bird  of  this  species  —  but  it  is  still  remarkable  that  this  tiny  bit  of 
fluff,  weighing  about  as  much  as  two  pats  of  butter,  could  make  its  way  through  five 
winters.  And  what  has  happened  to  the  Swainson's  Thrush?  Records  from  the  past 
four  years  suggest  that  during  September  this  species  is  either  being  replaced  by 
Grey-cheeked  Thrush  or  detouring  around  this  region:  the  ratio  of  Swainson' s : Grey¬ 
cheeked  records  is  about  1:5!  —  G.  Rising 
Literature  cited: 
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Editor's  note:  An  apology  to  Dr.  Robert  Andrle  for  the  misspelling  of 
his  name  in  our  last  issue.  The  error  was  noticed  after  the  issue  went 
to  the  printer. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names, 

dates  or 

1  oca 

lities  indicate  that 

an  acceptable,  beta 

wr  i  1 1  en  ver i f i c 

at  ion  according  to 

the 

Date  Guide  to  Birds 

of  Western  New  iork 

Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  tile 

the  Buffalo  Ornithological 

1  Soc i e  t  y . 

*  - 

Indi cates 

first  record 

for  the  year. 

* 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for  the  migration. 

c  f ; 

-  Indicates  record 

from 

feeding  stat ion , 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding 

area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept . 

Hyo&ec. 

Location 

Observer 

American  Coot 

30 

150  est . 

Ton a.  WMA-Iroq.  NWR 

Watson  et  al 

B1 ack-bel 1 .  Plover 

0 

50 

Moul ton  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

It 

2-30 

Niagara  Pen  ins. 

&  Bflo  area 

L.  Golden  Plover 

1 

28 

Moul ton  Twp 

Andr le.  Thills 

It 
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7,  15 
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1.3.7,15 

5-2 

Moul ton  Twp. ,0nt . 
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Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

16 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

D  Anna , Ga 1  as .Watson  et 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 
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1 
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It 
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1 

X 
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Frank  1  in  s  Gull 
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1,1, 1,1 
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it 

23 

1,1 

Fort  Er ie&But f al o 

Andrle  et  al 
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15,23,29 

1,1,2 

Bird  Is.  Pier ,Bf lo 

DiTommaso,Watson ,Andr i e 

*Sabine  s  Gu 1 1 

28 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Burch  (EABC; 

it 

29 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

3,16 

2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Gal  as, Watson  et  al 

II 

+* 

0 

Rock  Point  PP 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

La  La 

La 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

H 

La  O 

a 

9 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

D  Anna  (BOS) 

Forster  s  Tern 

8 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Lange 

!| 

9 

3 

Times  Beach, Bflo 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

9,16,17 

La  f  La  9  1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 
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Black  Tern 
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Bird  Is. Pier 

D  Anna(BOS) 

Common  Nighthawk 

tl 

r 

sJ 
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Tonawanda 

Ga 1  as  e  t  a i 

Chimney  Swift 

23 

200 

Buffalo 

D  Anna( BOS) 

ill 


Vol .  55  No.  10 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Chimney  Swift 

28 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Burch (EABC) 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

23 

1 

Al fred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-headed  WdpKr . 

11 

1 

Goat  Island 

D  Anna, Potter 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Red- be  3 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

0*1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson  et  al 

«» 

30 

1,2 

Mewstead  Twp.Iroq.NWR 

Watson , Gal  as 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

17F 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D  Anna 

ij 

60 

I 

X 

Tifft  NP 

Roberson 

E.  Wood-Pewee 

2*1 

c, 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna, Watson  et  a 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

9 

i (banded) 

Al fred  Twp . 

Brooks 

Least  Flycatcher 

12L 

1 

Alfred  Twp . 

Brooks 

Cr .Cr .F! ycatcher 

9L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Eastern  Kingbird 

9 

1 

Moulton  Twp, On t. 

Ga  1  as ,  TWa  t  son  e  t  a  i 

10L 

L* 

Iroquois  NWR 

Gai as, Rising 

Purple  Martin 

16 

X 

Jaeger  Rocks, On t. 

watson 

Ti  66  OvVct  i  i  QW 

26 

1 

Bird  Is. Pier, Bf Jo. 

Burch  (EABC) 

Bar  n  Swa  3 i ow 

6.0 

Bird  Is. Pier, Brio 

D  Anna (BOS) 

Common  Raven 

9,11 ,  J 

1 9  4,1,1 

Carrol i ton  Twp 

Eaton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2-30 

5  reports 

WHY 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

3-30 

8  max . 

Alfred  Twp . 

Brooks 

2-30 

1 1  reports 

WHY 

Brown  Creeper 

1 6F 

1 

X 

Rock  Point  PP 

D  Anna  e  t  a i 

it 

1 1 

i 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Carolina  Wren 

i 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Aridrle,  Thills 

r. 

9 

<L 

Fort  Erie.Ont. 

Ga 1  as  e  t  a  1 

V  i  n  t  e  r  W  r  e  n 

24F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson  et  ai 

Harsh  Wren 

30 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Gal  as, Wat son 

Colden-cr.  Kinglet 

17F 

i 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

\\ 

JLZF 

) 

X 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

*1 

24 

! 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  ai 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 6F 

t 

X 

Rock  Point  PP 

u  Anna  et  al 

H 

i  / 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

W a  t  son 

l» 

17 

X 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Bi,-gr.  Cnatcatcher 

24L 

i 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna. Pot  ter 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-30 

1-8 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzr ick 

«t 

5 

11 

Java 

0,  Rosche 

it 

1 1 

8 

JOS.  DaViS  Oi-' 

W8.H  Klabunae 

i 

t.2 , 30 

0 

• 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Veer  > 

15 

ti 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

wat  son 

Gray-cn.  Thrush 

i  4F 

t 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

It 

14F 

i 

A i fred  Twp . 

Brooks 

15,19 

cLi  «  Crf 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

(i 

i 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  ai 

owainson  s  xhiuah 

i 

C, 

Rock  Point  PP 

Andr 1 e  *Th ills 

Hermit  Thrush 

10F 

\ 

X 

Tifft  NF 

D  Anna, Pot  ter 

»i 

24 

1 

X 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  ai 

Wooc  Thrush 

25 

i 

X 

Alfred  Twp . 

Brooks 

nmer i can  P  i  p  i t 

7F 

1 

X 

Rock  Point  P? 

Andrle  et  ai 

it 

30 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

Solitary  Vireo 

17F 

1 

Fort.  Niagara  SP 

D  anna 

i. 

A 

.  •< 

Ud  V* 

Tifft  NP 

Roberson 

Teilow-thr.  Vireo 

30  L 

i 

Newstead  Twp. 

Ga 1  as . W  a  t son 

Warbling  Vireo 

X 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

W a  t  son . ua i as 

i  1  L 
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Sept , 

Number 

tocaliflii 

Observer 

Warbl ing  Vireo 

16L 

1,1 

Morgan  s  Pt ,Rock  Pt . 

D  Anna  et  al 

Phi ladelphia  Vireo 

IF 

1 

Rock  Point  PP 

Andr le.  Thills 

It 

3-27 

5  other 

reports  Lake  plains&Iroquois 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

li 

17L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Tennessee  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

li 

t 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Nashvi 1 le  Warbler 

IF, 6 

M 

Ai fred  Twp . 

Brooks 

It 

*■> 

c, 

£ 

Porter  Twp. 

D  Anna  et  al 

Northern  Parula 

16F 

1 

Morgan  s  Pt . ,0nt . 

D  Anna  et  al 

It 

19  . 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

ii 

20 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

30 

1,1 

Newstead, Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Magnol ia  Warbler 

25 

1 

Al fred  Twp . 

Brooks 

Cape  Hay  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

M 

i 

n 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

li 

7,20 

4,1 

Pomfret  Twp.. 

Mosher 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

28 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Pine  Warbler 

15 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Lange 

Palm  Warbler 

£F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Voerg 

It 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

B1 . -&-w. -Warbl er 

24 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Ovenbird 

24 

1 

Silver  Creek 

L.  Neveu 

Hooded  Waroler 

O  O 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Wi  Ison  s  Warbler 

24 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Watson, D  Anna 

Canada  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

II 

9 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Scarlet  Tanager 

29 

1 

Si  1 ver  Creek 

D.  Neveu 

Lincoln  s  Sparrow 

21F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

il 

—» 

o  1 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Mosher 

li 

27 , 30 

1  ,  c. 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

il 

17 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

27F 

1 

Port  1  and  Twp . 

Mosher 

II 

28 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Burch  (EABC; 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1  IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

D  Anna, Potter 

Bobol ink 

O 

<L 

Smi thvi 1 1 e ,0nt . 

Galas  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

23F 

Z 

Buffalo 

Roberson 

It 

30 

100  + 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Gal  as, Wat son 

Northern  Oriole 

10L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D  Anna, Potter 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previous! 

y  recorded .  264* 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded 

this  issue  . 

2 

Total  for  year  .  . 

[EABC  =  East  Aurora 

Bird  Club] 

*Incl 

.  1  addition  for  August 
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PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
October,  1989 


When  I  attended  my  first  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  meeting  and  became  a 
member  in  198*4,  I  never  expected  to  be  writing  the  President  s  Annual  Report 
only  five  years  later!  But  as  any  birder  knows,  you  must  always  be  ready  to 
focus  on  the  unexpected.  And  so  my  "12-month  presidential  field  trio"  began  - 
and  like  any  field  trip  there  were  always  fellow  birders  nearby  with  whom  to 
confer  and  to  answer  questions.  I  wish  to  thank  ail  of  the  officers,  the 

committees  (especially  the  chairpersons),  the  Council,  and  the  B.  0.  5. 

membership  for  their  patience,  efforts  ans  dedication  to  the  Society  this  past 

year.  The  road  was  not  always  smooth  and  we  dealt  with  some  rarities,  but  the 

Society  is  stiil  driving  towards  its  goals. 

The  Prothonotarv  has  continued  to  keep  the  Society  informed  and  has  recorded 
the  sightings  and  experiences  from  the  hundreds  of  hours  that  our  members  spent 
in  che  field.  Although  there  have  been  break-downs  along  the  way,  our  Editor 
and  his  staff  have  managed  to  keep  the  proposed  schedule  of  dates  in  sight. 
With  the  last  issue  that  we  received,  we  are  well  on  our  way  for  The 

Prothonotarv  to  be  more  timely.  It  appears  that  we  are  now  in  gear  and  moving. 

It  s  the  time  spent  in  the  field  that  really  brings  our  members  together.  The 
field  trips  are  not  only  enjoyable,  they  are  also  exciting  and  informative. 
Even  I  went  on  many  this  year.  They  allow  for  an  exchange  of  knowledge  between 
those  in-the-know  ans  those  who  want-to-know.  This  exchange  of  information  is 
very  important  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society.  I  hope  that  no  one  feels  too 
intimidated  or  embarrassed  to  ask  a  question  or  to  ask  for  more  specific 
directions  as  to  the  location  of  that  elusive  bird.  I  have  always  found  my 
fellow  birders  to  be  most  helpful  in  this  regard.  I  have  already  learned  much 
and  I  hope  to  learn  much  more  with  their  help.  One  other  helpful  addition  this 
year  was  the  reestablishment  of  the  Grapevine.  Keeping  interested  members 
informed  by  phone  as  to  the  birds  of  interest  that  have  been  sighted,  it 
affords  those  participating  the  opportunity  to  also  see  the  bird  while  it  is  in 
the  area.  The  Grapevine  must  not  be  cut.  If  you  are  a  participant,  please 
fellow  through  and  contact  the  next  available  birder.  Each  successive  call  is 
as  important  as  that  first  cai 1 . 

Besides  the  field  trips,  the  members  are  to  be  thanked  for  their  participation 
in  the  various  counts  throughout  the  year.  Without  the  compilers,  the 
information  from  ail  of  the  territories  would  be  useless,  so  I  especially  thank 
them  for  their  time  and  interest.  We  have  not  been  detoured  in  our  pursuit  of 
an  orni tnological  contribution.  To  ensure  that  these  count  records  will  not  be 
lost,  but  will  continue  on,  there  is  now  a  permanent  set  of  count  books  in  the 
Society  s  library,  pius  a  set  which  will  be  circulated  to  the  appropriate 
compiler.  However,  we  do  need  to  encourage  more  members,  especially  our  new 
members,  to  participate  in  field  trips  and  bird  counts.  We  need  to  show  these 
members  who  have  not  been  on  a  count  that  counts  are  not  just  for  experts.  If 
you  can  add.  you  can  compile. 

More  time  was  spent  in  the  field  as  our  members  were  asked  to  participate  in  a 
research  project.  Set  up  to  count  hawks  as  they  migrated  north,  the  intercept 
line  with  fourteen  stations  ran  from  Lake  Erie  to  Letchworth  State  Park.  With 
six  Saturdays  being  requiem 
some  interesting 


tc  complete  the  project,  data  was  compiled  with 
esults,  even  though  poor  weather  and  lack  of  birding  power  at 


times  hampered  its  completion.  This 
undertaking  of  another  such  project. 


ir  ~  r-  t 

L  Qu  v. 


provided  much  insight 


the 
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At  meetings  we  were  Informed  about  Lyme  disease,  world-wide  egg  collecting, 
the  Galopagos  Islands,  common  tern  nesting  along  the  Niagara,  bluebird  nesting 
box  programs  and  hawk  identification.  We  also  tested  ourselves  on  the  bird 
songs  that  we  would  soon  enjoy  hearing  again.  Ideas  for  programs  need  to  come 
from  the  entire  membership,  to  pique  your  interest  and  arouse  your  curiosity. 
With  past  emphasis  for  the  programs  to  be  bird-related,  the  thought  has  been 
expressed  to  allow  more  time  at  the  meetings  for  members  to  socialize,  to  talk 
over  past  or  future  bird  trips  and  in  general  to  discuss  their  birding  on  a 
more  personal  basis.  Many  meetings  were  adjourned  so  late  that  there  was  no 
time  for  members  to  visit.  Often  I  have  heard  that  people  are  discouraged  from 
attending  meetings  because  of  their  lengthiness  and  I  would  like  to  see  this 
rectified.  If  both  programs  and  a  time  for  socializing  are  still  desired,  then 
it  shali  be  every  member's  responsibility  to  be  conscious  of  the  time  used  for 
comments  during  the  course  of  a  meeting.  As  on  any  trip,  we  can't  stay  at  any¬ 
one  place  too  long  and  must  always  move  on. 

The  Society  has  supported  several  conservation  issues  because  we  need  to 
protect  the  areas  in  which  we  travel.  These  issues  were  concerned  with  the 
Great  Baehre  Swamp  in  Amherst,  boating  on  the  Robert  Moses  reservoir,  the  Snake 
River  in  Idaho  and  the  National  Wildlife  Refuge  plans,  The  Society  s 
reputation  is  well  established  and  our  input  of  records  and  knowledge  has 
assisted  in  a  favorable  outcome  on  the  local  issues.  We  must  continue  to  take 
an  active  role  whenever  possible.  The  Earth  Days  held  at  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Audubon  Center  provided  the  Society  with  an  opportunity  to  have  direct  contact 
with  the  public.  This  exposure  directs  our  concern  and  interest  towards  our 
avian  friends  and  con  only  be  of  benefit  to  us. 

The  weather  was  not  always  sunny  as  there  was  a  cloud  of  change  hanging  over 
the  Museum  of  Science.  The  construction  of  the  magnet  school  forced  all 
affiliate  organizations  to  scramble  for  a  meeting  room  elsewhere.  The  major 
concerns  were  cost,  availability  and  insurance  requirements.  Beginning  with 
the  second  meeting  in  January,  the  Society  has  met  at  the  University 
Presbyterian  Church  and  has  been  able  to  carry  on  its  business.  This  temporary 
move  has  caused  our  Society  to  become  much  closer  as  every  chair  in  the  small 
room  was  usually  filled.  There  has  been  no  date  predicted  as  to  when  we  can 
expect  to  meet  again  at  the  Museum.  It  will  be  a  glorious  day  when  we  can 
again  go  "home." 

The  2nd  Annual  Little  Biddy  Birdathon  provided  us  with  some  "friendly" 
competition.  The  list  of  birds  compiled  by  each  team  in  the  3-hour  time  frame 
was  impressive  and  confirms  the  ability  of  the  Society's  members,  no  matter 
where  they  birded.  I  hope  that  a  new  tradition  has  been  started  and  that  it 
will  continue  on  with  the  good  intentions  with  which  it  was  meant.  Let  it  test 
ourselves,  not  each  other. 

The  last  item  on  my  trip  schedule  was  to  help  arrange  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Society's  60th  Anniversary  dinner.  With  many  members  finally  volunteering 
to  work  on  different  concerns,  it  is  obvious  that  the  members  do  support  the 
Society.  Also,  a  number  of  25  year  pins,  some  long  over  due,  will  again  be 
awarded  to  deserving  members.  This  is  additional  proof  that  this  Society  is 
made  up  of  dedicated  and  loyal  birders  and  that  birding  is  a  hobby,  even  an 
obsession,  lasting  a  life  time. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  this  year  s  presidential  field  trip  ends.  I  ve 
enjoyed  my  association  with  you.  all  this  year,  I  m  proud  of  what  WE  have 
accomplished,  and  I  hope  that  I  can  continue  to  serve  the  Society  for  many 
years  to  come.  Thank  you  all  for  traveling  the  road  with  me. 

Best  Wishes  and  Good  Birding, 

Ellen  M.  Schopp 
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After  the  Hurricane  -  A  B.O.S.  Field  Trip 

On  Saturday,  September  23,  1989  at  8:00AM  I  pulled  into  the  parking  lot  in 
Broderick  Park,  the  starting  point  of  Bird  Island  Pier  where  I  was  to  lead  a 
walk  on  this,  the  first  full  day  of  autumn.  Driving  home  the  point,  Mother 
Nature  left  behind  the  80  degree  weather  of  the  previous  day  and  brought  forth 
a  day  some  30  degrees  cooler  with  steely  gray  clouds  and  brisk  northwest  winds. 
It  had  been  sprinkling  as  I  was  driving  to  the  park  and  the  clouds  held  promise 
for  even  more  even  though  it  did  stop  upon  my  arrival. 

Such  was  the  weather  on  a  day  when  a  tropical  depression  named  Hugo  passed 
through  our  region.  The  storm  has  been  a  Category  Four  hurricane  when  it 
slammed  into  Charleston,  South  Carolina  some  24  hours  earlier.  As  it  moved 
quickly  inland  and  northward,  it  lost  much  of  its  strength.  In  New  York  it 
tangled  with  a  strong  cold  front  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning  and  although 
both  had  passed  through  before  our  field  trip  began,  it  obviously  was  not  going 
to  be  a  '’pleasant1'  walk  because  of  these  weather  systems. 

I  parked  the  car,  waited  ten  minutes,  and  headed  out  onto  the  pier.  I  set  a 
fast  pace  at  first  as  I  needed  to  get  my  circulation  moving  -  the  gloves  and 
winter  hat  just  were  not  doing  the  trick.  Besides,  there  was  no  one  with  me 
who  would  have  any  difficulty  keeping  up.  In  fact,  there  was  no  one  with  me, 
period.  I  recalled  the  innumerable  days  of  inclement  weather  when  I  had  had 
such  great  birding,  especially  at  this  location  on  the  eastern  end  of  Lake 
Erie.  I  could  only  hope  that  others  would  show  up  to  share  in  what  I  felt  sure 
would  be  "one  of  those  days". 

Sanderlings  were  numerous  today,  breaking  into  flight  left  and  right  ahead  of 
me.  Four  Ruddy  Turnstones  and  two  Semipalmated  Plovers  were  the  only  other 
birds  of  note  as  I  neared  the  end  of  the  pier.  And  there,  another  birder,  Bill 
Watson,  who  arrived  one  hour  earlier,  showed  me  two  peeps,  at  least  one  of 
which  he  felt  might  be  a  Western  Sandpiper.  One,  I  felt  sure  was  a 
Semipalmated  but  the  other  did  seem  like  a  Western  and  I  believe  I  heard  the 
thin  "jeet-jeet"  call  of  that  species  on  two  or  three  occasions.  However,  the 
wind  prevented  me  from  hearing  clearly  and  with  a  winter-plumaged  peep,  not  a 
juvenile,  I  felt  I  had  better  play  it  safe  and  not  make  the  call. 

As  we  studied  the  peeps,  three  more  birders,  one  by  one,  caught  up  with  us. 
And  then,  more  birds!  Three  on-the-late-side  Caspian  Terns  flew  directly 
overhead,  a  first  migrant  Gadwall  sped  by,  and  a  Black  Tern  worked  the  rough 
waters  with  the  Common  Terns  and  the  Bonaparte  s  Gulls.  Near  the  cattails  at 
the  end  of  the  pier  were  three  Green-winged  Teals,  several  American  Wigeons  and 
a  Coot.  A  Black-bellied  Plover  even  flew  by.  And  then,  one  of  the  more 
disorienting  things  in  birding  -  a  hawk  flying  over  the  water.  It  was  a 
Northern  Harrier  on  its  way  to  Fort  Erie,  As  we  headed  back  we  noted  growing 
masses  of  Chimney  Swifts  overhead  and  gulls  over  the  water.  We  managed  a 
Little  Gull  and  then,  about  a  hundred  yards  upriver  from  the  Peace  Bridge,  the 
Bird  Island  Pier  specialty  -  three  Red-necked  Phalaropes!  What  other  shorebird 
plops  itself  down  into  the  middle  of  the  river?  After  the  walk,  which 
produced  nothing  of  note  after  the  Phalaropes,  two  of  us  went  to  Fort  Erie  for 
a  better  look  at  these  rarities.  We  then  ended  up  at  Jaeger  Rocks  where  two 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  a  fine  conclusion  to  a  day  that  was  definitely  mot 
pleasant  -  but  it  sure  was  dramatic,  and  exciting! 

Willie  D  Anna,  Field  Trip  Leader 
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"FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD" 


REPORT  FROM, PROJECT  FEEDERWATCH 

If  you  noticed  a  big  drop  in  the  number  of  birds  at  your  feeder  last  winter,  you 
weren't  alone.  Thousands  of  observers  contributing  data  to  Project  FeederWatch 
documented  a  decline  in  feeder  activity  that  extended  across  the  entire  continent. 

Pine  Siskins  remained  in  their  normal  haunts  in  the  1988-89  winter,  after  an 
amazing  invasion  the  previous  year  to  all  parts  of  North  America  (see  maps).  Over 
85  million  siskins  were  estimated  to  visit  feeders  that  winter,  while  numbers  in 
1988-89  nose-dived  to  less  than  half  that  figure. 

In  eastern  regions,  conspicuous  decreases  at  feeders  were  also  seen  for  Common 
Redpoll,  Evening  Grosbeak,  Purple  Finch,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Northern  Cardinal 
and  most  blackbirds.  Pygmy  Nuthatch  and  White-crowned  Sparrow  were  in  short  supply 
west  of  the  Mississippi. 

FeederWatchers  also  determined  which  bird  was  most  likely  to  visit  your 
feeder— Dark-eyed  Junco  (seen  at  78%  of  all  feeders  continent-wide).  House  Sparrow 
was  the  most  abundant  species,  averaging  iO  birds  per  feeder  throughout  the  winter. 
Which  bird  species  are  most  abundant  at  feeders  varied  considerably  from  one  region 
of  the  continent  to  another  --  only  5  species  visited  more  than  half  of  all  feeders. 
Besides  junco  and  House  Sparrow,  this  list  included  Black-capped  Chickadee,  American 
Goldfinch  and  Downy  Woodpecker. 

But  Project  FeederWatch  documents  not  only  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  birds  at 
feeders,  it  also  looks  at  the  effects  of  weather,  habitat  and  food  supply.  Many 
people  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  continent  blamed  last  winter  s  lackluster  feeder 
attendance  on  the  weather,  suggesting  that  mild  temperatures  and  lack  of  snow  gave 
birds  access  to  natural  foods  which  reduced  their  dependence  on  feeders.  Eariy 
indications  from  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  however,  are  that  the  birds  simply  weren  t 
there—even  "in  the  wild." 

Where  were  they?  We  know  that  tree-seed  eaters  such  as  siskins,  redpolls  and 
nuthatches  exhibit  large  annual  variations  in  winter  range.  And,  in  some  cases,  we 
know  where  these  birds  were  last  season.  There  was  no  lack  of  Pine  Siskins  in 
western  regions,  which  also  hosted  grosbeaks  and  American  Goldfinches  in  abundance. 
In  addition,  generous  tree-seed  crops  in  certain  parts  of  Canada  may  have  kept  many 
finches  in  the  northern  boreal  forest. Most  of  the  other  birds  missing  from  feeders 
last  winter  eat  weed  seeds,  grain  and  insects,  and  these  birds  do  not  appear  to  have 
moved  elsewhere.  It  is  possible  that  the  severe  droughts  of  the  past  several  years 
reduced  breeding  populations  by  diminishing  the  abundance  of  their  usual  foods.  The 
six-fold  increase  in  avian  predators  at  feeders  last  winter  might  support  this 
hypothesis.  If  prey  was  lacking  away  from  feeders,  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  and  other 
raptors  might  have  been  forced  to  concentrate  on  feeders.  This  coming  winter  s 
FeederWatch  data  may  help  answer  this  and  other  questions. 

Project  FeederWatch 

[For  further  information  or  to  participate  contact:  Project  FeederWatch,  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road,  Ithaca,  NY  14850] 
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A  Raptor  Flight  to  Remember 

After  checking  weather  maps  and  having  our  usual  discussion  with  the  help¬ 
ful  meteorologist  at  the  London,  Ontario,  weather  station,  Fran  Rew,  Jim  Gregory 
and  I  left  Buffalo  at  5:00  AM  on  Friday,  3  November  1989,  for  Hawk  Cliff  near 
Port  Stanley,  Ontario.  With  the  temperature  in  the  30* s  and  a  fairly  constant 
8-12  mph  northwest  wind,  conditions  looked  favorable  for  the  raptor  migration 
we  were  seeking.  After  driving  through  snow  showers  we  arrived  at  the  lookout 
about  8  s 30  AM  to  find  no  observers  present  and  a  low  ceiling  of  stratocuraulus 
clouds.  Fran  spotted  our  first  hawk,  a  Sharp- shinned,  along  the  cliff  edge 
about  9:00  AM,  and  then  sighted  an  American  Kestrel  perched  on  a  tobacco  stalk 
near  one  of  the  banding  stations  to  the  east.  It  then  began  to  snow  heavily 
and  visibility  was  drastically  reduced,  so  we  decided  to  check  Port  Stanley 
harbor  where  we  found  only  the  four  species  of  gulls  present.  Then,  noticing 
two  Red-tailed  Hawks  over  the  town,  we  decided  to  go  back  to  the  lookout;  en- 
route  the  cloud  cover  began  to  break  up  and  Red-tailed  Hawks  started  to  appear. 

From  about  10  s 00  AM  until  after  IssOO  FM  we  experienced  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  and  exciting  field  birding  days  we  have  ever  had.  Red-tailed  Hawks 
began  to  pass  over  in  numbers  at  low  and  medium  heights,  and,  as  some  updrafts 
started  to  develop,  they  gathered  in  "kettles,”  in  the  largest  of  which  we 
counted  35  birds.  During  the  rest  of  the  morning  the  cloud  cover  and  low 
light  conditions  made  the  raptors  look  rather  dark,  especially  their  underparts, 
but  by  early  afternoon  clearing  became  more  widespread  and  the  sun  broke  through, 
giving  us  excellent  views  of  plumage  details. 

Northern  Harriers  in  adult  and  immature  plumages  were  especially  evident, 
and  we  delighted  in  the  striking  colors  and  patterns  of  the  Red-shouldered  and 
Rough-legged  Hawks  that  passed.  Sharp-shinned  and  occasionally  Cooper's  Hawks 
flew  by,  and  Turkey  Vultures  rocked  and  glided  past  in  the  steady  wind.  Once 
an  adult  male  Northern  Goshawk  flashed  fairly  low  overhead,  and  now  and  then 
an  American  Kestrel  came  in  at  low  level.  One  Northern  Harrier  hunted  low 
over  the  grass  and  weeds  along  the  cliff  edge,  showing  well  its  aerodynamic 
capabilities  and  its  beautiful  fresh  plumage  of  whites,  grays  and  reddish - 
browns. 

With  this  auspicious  start  and  our  excitement  rising  each  hour,  the  sight 
of  a  grand  immature  Bald  Eagle  moving  westward  shortly  after  noon  conditioned 
us  for  what  was  to  prove  an  eventful  day  that  raised  us  to  "highs"  which  lasted 
for  days.  What  we  had  been  eagerly  anticipating  and  one  of  the  major  objectives 
of  our  trip  was  then  realized  as  a  magnificent  Golden  Eagle  glided  out  of  the 
west  and  came  by  just  to  the  north  of  us,  displaying  the  white  areas  in  its 
wings  and  tail.  Then  a  second  young  Bald  Eagle  appeared,  this  bird  having 
considerable  white  feathering  on  lower  body  and  wings.  But  this  was  just  the 
beginning.  During  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  we  thrilled  to  the  sight  of 
five  more  Golden  Eagles,  three  in  one  hour,  which  gave  us  excellent  views  as 
they  flapped,  glided  and  soared  past  the  lookout  at  various  heights.  One  eagle's 
golden-colored  nape  feathers  shone  in  the  sunlight.  Single  Red-tailed  Hawks 
made  diving  passes  at  two  of  them.  The  eagles  were  in  different  stages  of 
immature  plumage.  One  had  nearly  attained  adult  feathering.  In  late  afternoon 
the  sixth  Golden  Eagle  soared  in  circles  at  a  low  height,  its  wings  and  tail 
illuminated  by  the  rays  of  the  lowering  sun,  providing  a  fitting  climax  to 
our  own  "Eagle  Day. " 

To  add  one  more  uplifting  event  to  our  observations,  between  2:00  and  3:00 
PM  there  came  in  fairly  low  from  over  the  lake  in  echelon  formation,  four 
grayish  birds,  their  near  seven  feet  long  wings  beating  rather  swiftly,  long 
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legs  trailing  and  long  necks  extended,  red  crowns  visible  in  the  good  light 
as  they  wheeled  past  us  -  Sandhill  Cranes  I  As  we  left  Hawk  Cliff  a  great 
cluster  of  Turkey  Vultures  circled  low  over  woodlands  to  the  east  as  they 
prepared  to  settle  and  roost  for  the  night.  We  did  not  have  much  time  to 
look  for  other  birds  this  day,  but  noted  a  few  Common  Loons  migrating,  large 
numbers  of  American  Crows  passing.  Eastern  Bluebirds,  and  flocks  of  Homed 
Larks,  American  Pipits,  Snow  Buntings,  blackbirds  and  finches.  I  tell  you 
friends,  it  can't  get  any  better  than  this  -  it  was  the  best  of  times,  which 
we  felt  must  be  shared  in  this  article  with  you.  To  all  of  us  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  stimulation  and  the  satisfaction  that  raptor  flights  engender 
in  those  who  are  properly  receptive,  this  was  one  to  be  savored  for  a  long  time 
to  come. 

Following  are  conservative  totals  of  raptors  we  enjoyed  on  this  November 
day: 


Bald  Eagle 

2 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

7hb 

Northern  Harrier 

37 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

Hi 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

37 

Golden  Eagle 

6 

Cooper's  Hawk 

7 

American  Kestrel 

10 

Northern  Gosh  aide 

1 

Turkey  Vulture 

82 

Red- shouldered  Hawk 

21 

Total  9I4.I 


Robert  F.  Andrle 


******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Please  welcome  our  new  Associate  Members: 

John  Thill 
36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,  NY  14217 
Telephone  877-7257 

Paul  &  Virginia  Ziebarth 
49  Wansfe 1 1  Road 
Amherst,  NY  14226 
Tel.  85 / -9^29 


Tom  Insalaco 
477  Duane  Drive 
I< .  Tonawanda,  Ni  141  ^.0 
Tel.  695-7419 


Please  note  the  following  address  change: 


Mike  Zebehazy 
7635  Jewett  Holmwood  Ra 

Orchard  Park,  NY  14127 
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******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 
each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in 
November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Until  further  notice,  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church, 
3334  Main  Street  (corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot 
from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs 
to  the  third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


Dec.  13: 


Meeting  followed  by  Holiday  Celebration. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


November  19: 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  &  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with 
Rochester  G03.  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the  parking 
lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders  -  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  &  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 


December  3: 


Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  then  Niagara  River  on  the  Canadian 
side.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Vermont  8.  Busti. 


December  17: 


Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count 


December  23: 


Saturday.  Audubon  Christmas  Count  centered  on  Chestnut  Ridge 
Park.  Compiler  Paul  Lazarus  (633-4185)  or  call  Bill  Burch. 


Please  Note:  Changes  in  Dates  for  Spring  Counts 


Apr  i  1 


90: 


Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count. 


May  20 ,  90 : 


Sunday,  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought 
further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman.  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


For 


****** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Diai-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 


******** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension, 
Niagara  Fal Is,  Ni  i43u4. 
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THE  MONTH:  October  1989 

The  weather  of  October  1989  alternated  between  lovely  Indian  Summer  periods  and 
blustery  wet  days  more  like  those  of  late  November;  these  wide  swings  nevertheless 
producing  a  month  whose  total  measures  were  very  near  average  readings.  For 
example,  the  temperature  for  the  month  in  Buffalo  was  exactly  at  average,  51.5°  F, 
even  though  on  eight  days  the  temperature  average  fell  9°  below  the  norm  and  on 
another  eight  it  rose  9°  above.  The  rainfall  too,  at  2.9  inches,  was  only  a 
twentieth  of  an  inch  above  average,  but  almost  all  of  it  fell  between  the  16th  and 
21st.  Only  a  quarter  inch  of  rain  on  the  10th  and  a  half  inch  on  the  31st  were 

outside  this  period.  There  were  five  distinct  weather  divisions:  (1)  October  1-2: 

warm  and  pleasant,  but  a  cold  front  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  brought  in  (2)  October 
3-11:  a  slump  in  temperature,  on  the  8th  and  9th  the  highs  only  48°.  (3)  October 

12-16:  beautiful  with  a  high  of  76°  on  the  16th  before  the  weather  rapidly 
deteriorated  that  evening.  (4)  October  17-21:  Temperature  down  again  with  rain  to 
make  things  even  more  unpleasant.  On  the  18th  the  high  was  only  38°  and  the 

temperature  didn't  rise  above  45°  for  the  next  three  days.  A  trace  of  snow  was  even 

recorded  on  the  19th  and  21st.  All  of  these  first  four  periods  were  influenced  by 
systems  to  the  north  and  west,  but  now  came  (5)  October  22-31:  a  strong  high  to  the 
southeast  bringing  and  maintaining  beautiful  weather,  the  last  seven  days  of  the 
month  with  highs  again  in  the  70s.  Only  on  the  31st  did  Halloween  usher  in  rain  to 
suppress  the  t rick-or-t reaters . 

Good  flights  of  Common  Loons  were  recorded  on  both  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario, 
with  Chilton's  count  of  200  off  Golden  Hills  State  Park  on  the  28th  unprecedented  in 
the  recent  records  I  have  been  able  to  examine.  It  compares  most  favorably  with  the 
208  total  found  on  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count  of  October  8.  Consider  both  of 
these  counts  in  comparison  with  maximum  yearly  October  Bird  Counts  of  loons  by 
decade:  1930s,  11;  1940s,  9;  1950s,  123;  1960s,  10;  1970s,  18;  and  1980s  (to  1988), 
136.  And  the  total  yearly  counts  on  this  regional  census  for  1980-1884  were  also 
never  more  than  ten!  Given  our  quite  reasonable  fears  about  the  progressive 
deterioration  of  northern  lakes  due  to  acid  rain,  these  1989  records  unquestionably 
--  but  quite  happily  --  run  counter  to  our  expectations.  Counts  of  Horned  Grebes, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  less  encouraging. 

Two  shorebird  records  are  notable.  Lange,  Andrle  and  others  identified  a  Red¬ 
necked  Phalarope  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  the  12th,  and  Potter  and  D'Anna  found  a 
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Red  Knot  at  Jaeger  Rocks  on  the  28th.  Both  observations  fall  outside  the  dates  of 
the  B.O.S.  Verification  Date  Guide,  but  what  makes  the  second  so  unusual  is  the  fact 
that  no  other  knot  was  reported  after  September  16th. 

Little  Gulls  have  reappeared  and  the  single  Sabine's  Gull  that  was  first  noted  on 
September  28  stayed  until  October  1st  at  the  Bird  Island  Pier.  No  others  appeared 
late  in  the  month  as  they  did  last  year. 

Far  and  away  the  most  interesting  ornithological  event  of  the  month  was  the 
discovery  by  Chilton  (as  this  column  attests,  the  clear  hero  of  this  month's 
birding)  of  3  Bohemian  Waxwings  in  Golden  Hills  State  Park  on  October  28th.  The 
following  day  many  observers  rushed  to  the  park  to  be  rewarded  with  close 
observations  of  at  least  42  of  these  delightful  birds.  The  incursion  of  these 
residents  of  northwestern  Canada  is  a  rare  enough  event  by  itself;  there  are  two 
aspects  of  this  occurrence,  however,  that  make  it  even  more  unusual.  First,  the 
number  represents,  as  nearly  as  I  can  determine,  a  maximum  for  this  region.  The 
largest  number  recorded  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  is  15  (1959) ;  although  they  do 
quote  Langille's  1884  description  of  "an  immense  flock"  in  his  front  yard  in 
Knowlesville,  whatever  that  means.  Bull  adds  to  this  a  report  of  18  in  this  region 
in  1962.  Across  the  state,  however,  larger  numbers  have  been  recorded;  Bull  notes 
23  shot  ( ! )  from  a  flock  of  about  200  in  1880  east  of  Oswego,  up  to  65  near 
Rochester  in  1920,  and  500  estimated  in  the  Watertown  area  in  1969.  (Eaton's 
earlier  account  of  the  status  of  this  species  is  most  notable  for  its  roster  of 
distinguished  early  ornithologists  who  recorded  it  in  New  York,  for  example,  Audubon 
on  Long  Island  in  1838  and  DeKay  in  Albany  in  1835.)  In  any  case,  it  was  an 
unforgettable  experience  to  have  to  search  through  this  flock  to  find  the  two  or 
three  Cedar  Waxwings  present  for  comparison.  How  well  I  remember  last  January  for 
two  hours  examining  one  at  a  time  an  ever-moving  flock  of  almost  200  Cedar  Waxwings, 
trying  in  vain  to  find  the  single  Bohemian  reported  among  them  earlier. 

Second,  the  date  is  among  a  very  few  pre-November  migration  records  for  the 
United  States.  The  earliest  date  for  this  region  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  is 
November  18,  in  Bull  for  the  state  is  November  7.  For  the  country  Bent  cites  only 
four  earlier  dates:  September  11  (Fortine,  Montana),  October  13  (Fort  Morgan, 
Colorado),  October  24  (St.  Paul,  Minnesota),  and  October  26  (Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
Michigan) .  Note  that  the  first  two  of  these  dates  are  for  birds  near  known  breeding 
areas  in  the  Rockies. 

Records  aside,  this  is  a  lovely  bird.  I  urge  readers  to  refer  to  Bent's  splendid 
life  history  from  which  I  steal  only  his  first  paragraph:  "The  Bohemian  waxwing  is 
an  elegant  bird,  a  well-dressed  gentleman  in  feathers,  a  Beau  Brummel  among  birds. 

He  is  not  so  gaudily  dressed  in  gay  colors  as  many  other  birds  are,  but  his  sleek 
and  silky  plumage,  in  softly  blended,  harmonious  shades  of  modest  grays  and  browns, 
clothes  his  shapely  form  in  a  most  pleasing  combination  of  colors:  and  the  band  of 
white  across  the  wings,  the  yellow-tipped  tail,  the  chestnut  under  tail  coverts,  the 
black  chin,  and  the  red  wax  tips  rather  accent  than  spoil  the  harmony  of  the  whole; 
and,  above  all,  the  jaunty  crest  gives  the  final  touch  of  aristocracy.  He  is  a 
gentleman  in  appearance  and  a  courteous  gentleman  in  behavior,  as  all  who  have  seen 
him  in  association  with  his  fellows,  or  with  other  species,  will  attest."  Those  of 
us  who  had  the  opportunity  to  see  these  birds  will  surely  do  so. 

Although  they  are  largely  insectivorous  on  their  breeding  grounds  where  they  are 
even  known  to  catch  dragonflies  on  the  wing,  Bohemian  Waxwings,  like  Cedar  Waxwings, 
love  berries.  They  are  especially  attracted  to  cotoneaster  and  mountain  ash,  but  a 
wide  range  of  other  berries  attract  them.  More  to  the  point  for  birders  is  the 
comment  by  Bent:  "They  will  come  to  feeding  stations  for  raisins,  dried  currants,  or 
minced  prunes,  and  probably  for  other  kinds  of  dried  fruits  or  berries."  Since  they 
are  also  known  to  feed  on  frozen  fruit  left  on  orchard  trees,  quartered  apples  might 
attract  them  --  as  they  do  Mockingbirds  --  as  well. 

The  Bohemian  Waxwing  is  circumpolar,  nesting  not  only  in  northwestern  North 
America  but  across  the  northernmost  reaches  of  Asia  and  Scandanavia.  In  Asia  and 
Europe  it  is  the  Waxwing,  our  Cedar  not  appearing  there,  and  therefore  drops  its 
"unconventional"  modifier.  In  southern  areas  of  these  continents  and  as  far  west  as 
Great  Britain  it  appears  sporadically  too,  an  early  record  going  back  to  the  winter 
of  1679-80.  The  driving  forces  of  these  visits  are  not  known.  I  disagree  with 


123 


Vol.  55  No.  11 


those  who  believe  that  these  birds  and  the  winter  finches  are  driven  south  by  a  lack 
of  food;  rather,  I  join  John  Gooders,  who  suggests  that  it  is  a  wealth  of  food  that 
causes  a  population  increase  and  that  it  is  this  overpopulation  that  forces  birds  to 
explore  for  new  feeding  areas. 

A  final  note  in  Bent  is  of  regretful  interest:  he  cites  a  third  hand  report  by 
Elliott  Coues  in  1874  speaking  of  still  earlier  Rocky  Mountain  flocks  of 
"millions ...  rivalling  in  extent  those  of  the  Wild  [Passenger]  Pigeon." 

A  few  warblers  continued  to  trickle  through  the  region  as  the  chart  suggests. 

What  the  record  also  indicates  is  that  there  are  more  birds  out  there  (mostly 
Yellow-rumps  to  be  sure)  that  are  only  found  through  intensive  censusing  as  on  the 
8th . 


October  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

weekday:  Su 

M 

Tu 

W 

Th 

F 

Sa 

Su 

M 

Tu 

W 

Th 

F 

Sa 

Su 

M 

Tu 

W 

Th 

F 

Sa 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Nashville  Warbler  1 

2 

8 

1 

Northern  Parula 

1 

Ch. -sided  Warbler 

8 

Magnolia  Warbler  .  .  1. 

.  .  .7. 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

2 

1 

Yell.-rmp.  Warbler  x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1148 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bl.-thr.  Cm.  Warbler 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

1 

Palm  Warbler . 1  . 

.  .  1 

_ 7. 

.  .  1. 

.  1. 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

10 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2 

3 

Am.  Redstart 

1 

5 

Conn.  Warbler 

1 

Com.  Yellowthroat  .  .  .  . 

.  .  2. 

.  .  .1. 

.  .  1. 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

2 

warbler  so. 

24 

TOTALS  3+ 

4+ 

3+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

1240+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1  + 

6+ 

+ 

+ 

1  + 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

1  + 

The  x' s  on  the  chart  represent  continuing  reports  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  without 
daily  counts  specified:  (1)  by  Brooks  for  the  1st  through  the  11th  (a  total  of  29 
birds  banded) ,  (2)  by  Pitzrick  through  the  20th  (1-11  birds) ,  and  (3)  by  Rew  through 
the  whole  month.  The  only  other  warbler  report  not  displayed  on  the  chart  was  a 
Common  Yellowthroat  found  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  the  29th  by  Andrle  and 
Gregory . 

Is  this  to  be  a  year  of  winter  finches?  Early  signs  were  surely  positive.  In 
addition  to  the  Bohemian  Waxwings  and  in  striking  contrast  to  last  year.  Pine 
Siskins  trooped  through  the  woodlands  in  flocks  of  up  to  and  most  likely  over  100 
birds.  A  first  Common  Redpoll  was  found  on  the  28th  with  one  of  these  flocks  of 
siskins  and  small  numbers  of  Purple  Finches  were  noted  through  the  month.  Will  the 
grosbeaks  and  crossbills  be  far  behind?  — G.  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

15 

32 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Moshers,  Morses 

II 

28 

200 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

Horned  Grebe 

11 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Watson 

li 

15 

45 

L.  Erie  SP 

Moshers,  Morses 

II 

22 

0 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

H 

28 

47 

Windmi 1 1  to  Rock  Pts. 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Red-necked  Grebe 

31F 

3 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Andrle,  Rew 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

1 

37 

Niagara  Falls 

Galas  et  al 

II 

11 

4 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Watson 

li 

14 

22 

off  Ft.  Niagai a  SP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

if 

15 

84*8 

off  Wi Ison 

D  Anna,  Potter 

American  Bittern 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew,  Burch (BOS) 

Great  Egret 

15 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

II 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas  et  al 

Green-b.  Egret 

12L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Andrle  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

18F 

25 

Hamburg 

Rew 

Mute  Swan 

11 

1 

LaSalle  Pk.  Bflo 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

5F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

Potter 

li 

15 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Bauer,  Watson  et  al 

Brant 

Ol+l 

I 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

28 

4 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Blue-winged  Teal 

J5L 

10 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Canvasback 

25F 

300 

Niagara  Falls.  Ont 

Galas,  Rising 

it 

29 

2 

Smithville,  Ont 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Ring- necked  Duck 

6F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

D  Anna 

II 

( 

12 

Lewiston  Twp 

D'Anna,  Potter 

H 

30 

3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick  et  al 

Oldsquaw 

28F 

9 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

*Black  Scoter 

6F,  7,1 

A  A  4 

4*3,1 

Bird  Is  Pier 

D  Anna,  Galas,  Watson 

*5urf  Scoter 

6F,7, i 1 

8,5,2 

II 

Andrle,  Galas,  Watson 

II 

15 

21 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

White-w.  Scoter 

20 

5 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Common  Goldeneye 

25F 

4 

Niagara  Fal Is,  Ont. 

Galas,  Rising 

II 

28 

2 

Morgan  s  Pt. ,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Buff lehead 

10 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ri 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D  Anna,  Burch(BOS) 

Common  Merganser 

14 

A1 legany  Reservoir 

Watson 
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tame  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-br.  Merganser 

29 

35 

LaSal le  Park,  Bf lo. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Ruddy  Duck 

( 

2 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher 

ft 

10 

2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson 

H 

19 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

II 

26 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

rurkey  Vulture 

31 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Andrle,  Rew 

Dsprey 

7 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

tt 

9L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Bald  Eagle 

31 

1  imm. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

Northern  Harrier 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1-31 

4  reports 

L.  Ont.  plain  &  Allegany 

Co. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

7 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D'Anna, Potter 

Red-should.  Hawk 

3 

1 

A1 legany  SP 

Watson 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

22F 

1 

Clarence 

rurf  Farm  D'Anna,  Burch(BOS) 


u 

28 

1 

Sherbrooke  Twp, Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

29 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

H 

31 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

Common  Moorhen 

1 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

American  Coot 

15 

m 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Black-bel 1 .  Plover 

11 

1 

Fredonia 

Mosher 

tt 

28 

22 

Peace  Bdg  to  Morgan  s  Pt. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

29 

6 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

L,  Golden-Plover 

2-11 

1-3 

Fredonia 

Mosher 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

15 

13 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

M 

18 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Bauer,  Lowell 

tt 

28 

2,1 

Port  Maitland, Smithvi 1 le 

D'Anna, Potter 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

28 

1,4 

Crescent  Beach, Smithvi 1 le 

D'Anna,  Potter 

H 

29 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

UL 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

6 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D'Anna 

Red  Knot 

23L 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Sander  1  ing 

11 

3 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

n  i 

28 

18 

Peace  Bridge  to  Rock  Pt. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

29,30L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Whi te-r .  Sandpiper 

1 

3 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas 

II  1 

28 

2,1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Smithvi lie 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2,3 

2,6 

Fredonia 

Mosher 

H 

3 

11 

A1 legany  Res. 

Watson 

II 

18 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Bauer ,  Lowe  1 1 

n 

28 

1 

Smithvi 1 1 e , On  t . 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Dun  1  i  n 

4,19 

1,11 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

II 

28 

40 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

30 

12 

Tifft  NP 

Andrle 

Common  Snipe 

14 

1,2 

Wilson,  Porter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

H 

28 

10 

Smithville,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

toerican  Woodcock 

13,23 

1,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

tad-neck.  Phalarope 

1 

1,2 

Jaeger  Rk, Niagara  Fal ls,OntGalas,  Watson  et  al 

H 

6 

3 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

D'Anna 

N 

12L 

r* 

6 

Tifft  NP 

Lange,  Andrle  et  al 

Franklin's  Gul  1 

6,11 

1,1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

D  Anna, Watson 

H  ♦ 

1,6,11, 

2, 5, 1,1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Many  observers 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nvinfrei 

Location 

Observer 

Franklin  s  Gull 

1,3 

1,3 

Niagara  Falls 

Galas, D'Anna  et  al 

il 

22 

n 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

Chilton 

Bonaparte  s  Gul 1 

22 

6250 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

Gr .  Black-backed  Gul 1 

20 

85 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Sabine  s  Gul 1 

1 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Tern 

25 

357 

Niagara  Fal 1 s , On t . 

Galas  et  al 

Forster  s  Tern 

6 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

D'Anna 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

2SL 

1 

Morgan's  Pt. ,0nt. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Night hawk 

2L 

1 

Bird  Is. Pier , Bflo. 

Galas 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

1-4L 

1 

Si  1 ver  Creek(f ) 

L&D  Neveu 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

13 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brobks 

E.  Wood-Pewee 

5 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Eastern  Phoebe 

24L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzr ick 

Tree  Swal low 

21 

1 

Si  1 ver  Creek 

L&D  Neveu 

II 

/■> 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher 

Tufted  Ti tmouse 

2,11 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi  tzrick 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-31 

1-20 

Ward  &  Alfred  Twps. 

Brooks 

Carol ina  Wren 

22 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

H 

29 

r* 

6 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

House  Wren 

29L 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Winter  Wren 

1 

1 

Tonawanda 

M&M  Galas 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

28 

3 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-31 

6  reports 

East  &  South  of  Bflo. 

Wood  Thrush 

3 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Gray  Catbird 

20 

1 

A1 fred  Twp. 

Brooks 

N.  Mockingbird 

11 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommer vi 1 le 

II 

23 

1 

Si  1 ver  Creek 

L&D  Neveu 

II 

28 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Brown  Thrasher 

7 

yv 

0 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

American  Pipit 

13,14 

150,200 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

M 

22 

6 

Clarence  Twp. 

D'Anna,  BurchCBOS) 

Bohemian  Waxwina 

28 

3 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

29 

42 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Galas,  Watson,Rising,D  Ann 

Sol i tary  Vireo 

20 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

D.  Neveu 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

13L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

2F 

1 

A1 legany  SP 

Watson 

H 

1 

& 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

ti 

i 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Potter 

il 

14 

z 

Wi Ison-Tuscarora  SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

18 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Nashvi 1 le  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Parula 

7L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Magnol ia  Warbler 

21L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

B! . - thr .  Blue  Warbler 

17L 

1 

A1 fred  Twp . 

Brooks 

B1  .-thr .  Green  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Palm  Warbler 

1,2,18 

1,1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

American  Redstart 

/ 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Ovenbird 

14L 

1 

Si  1 ver  Creek 

L&D  Neveu 

Common  Yel lowthroat 

29 

1 

Tiff t  NP 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Scarlet  Tanager 

2L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1-15 

1-11 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzr ick 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

23F 

3 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Field  Sparrow 

9 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 
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jam?  of.  Bird 

Oct, 

Number 

Log.at.ton 

Observer 

field  Sparrow 

9 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

/esper  Sparrow 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

fox  Sparrow 

13F,23 

1,3 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

It 

14 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

Potter 

II 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

R 

28 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

,incoln  s  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Potter 

N 

14 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

/bite-cr.  Sparrow 

11-31 

3-8 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Snow  Bunting 

28F 

15 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

2.  Meadowlark 

29 

1 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

?usty  Blackbird 

29 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna  et  al 

>urple  Finch 

7 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

r 

13,24,2 

4,1,2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

N 

26 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Redpol 1 

28F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

>ine  Siskin 

2F,3,4 

50,50,40 

A1 legany  SP 

Watson 

N 

28 

100 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

9-31 

12  other  reports  Lake  plains  &  Eden  Twp. 

Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids  previously  recorded . 266 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  (incl  4  on  count).  .  4 
Total  for  year . 270 


******** 


The  Identification  of  Vinter  Finches  &  Grosbeaks  in  Flight 

by  Harold  Axtel 1 

Editor's  note:  This  article  was  first  published  in  the  November,  1966  issue  of  The 
Prothonotarv.  It  was  reprinted  in  the  September,  1976  issue.  It  is  offered  again  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Compiler,  Willie  D'Anna,  as  we  await  the  birds  of  winter. 


Many  field  observers  of  considerable  experience  have  gaps  in  their  knowledge  when  they 
come  to  the  identification  of  winter  finches  and  grosbeaks  in  flight.  Most  of  the 
species  can  be  recognized  under  these  conditions,  however,  if  seen  fairly  well, 
especially  if  one  knows  their  characteristic  flight  calls.  All  of  them  have  a  markedly 
undulating  flight,  conspicuously-notched  tails,  and  a  blunt  look  at  their  front  end 
because  of  the  stubby  bill. 

Evening  Grosbeak 

The  Evening  Grosbeak  is  the  only  bird  of  its  approximate  size  so  stocky  and 
short-tailed  that  also  has  a  very  bouncing  flight.  Woodpeckers  come  closest,  but  even 
they  are  less  stocky.  The  Grosbeak  s  large  white  wing  patch  is  usually  very  conspicuous 
and  verifies  the  identification.  The  commonest  call  note  is  surprisingly  like  the 
common  chirp  of  a  House  Sparrow,  especially  when  heard  at  a  distance,  but  it  is  louder 
and  more  ringing  in  quality.  It  may  be  written  variously  as  "chree-u",  "klee-a"  or 
"  jreep" . 
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The  Purple  Finch  is  easy.  One  needs  only  to  hear  the  diagnostic  call  note  which  can 
nearly  always  be  heard  when  a  Purple  Finch  flies  over.  It  can  be  variously  worded 
"tsurk",  "tik",  or  —my  own  preference--  "turk".  It  is  very  short  and  sharp,  but  not 
loud.  It  is  a  rather  clear,  hollow  whistle,  like  blowing  sharply  into  a  small,  empty 
rifle  cartridge.  Of  all  the  species  discussed  here,  this  is  the  least  gregarious  and  is 
the  one  least  often  seen  flying  in  flocks. 

Pine  Grosbeak 

The  Pine  Grosbeak  on  the  wing  is  easily  identified  by  sight  alone  if  its  approximate 
size  is  judged  correctly.  It  is  the  only  winter  or  late  autumn  bird  which  is  very 
nearly  as  large  as  a  Robin,  with  the  same  tail-to-body  proportions  as  a  Robin,  and  which 
bounces  when  it  flies  (except  for  the  quickly  distinguished  shrikes.)  It  is  commonly 
seen  in  rather  small,  loose  flocks  or  groups,  but  is  also  often  alone.  The  flight  call 
is  characteristic.  Most  commonly  it  consists  of  one  to  three  notes  that  may  be 
variously  worded,  for  example,  "see  tyer" ,  "se  tyi",  and  "ee  tyi  tyer" .  This  call  has  a 
clear,  musical,  though  very  slightly  squeaky  whistled  tone,  easily  imitated  by  whistling 
these  syllables  in  a  high  pitch.  It  is  often  said  to  resemble  the  call  of  a  Yellowlegs, 
but  it  is  not  likely  to  be  confused  with  one  because  the  Grosbeak  s  second  note  is 
nearly  always  on  a  clearly  different  pitch  from  the  first  note  (usually  lower),  the  call 
seems  less  loud  than  that  of  a  Yellowlegs,  it  much  less  forcefully  emitted,  and  is 
sweeter  in  tone.  It  resembles  more  closely  the  flight  calls  of  Goldfinch  and  Horned 
Lark,  though  it  is  not  nearly  so  thin  and  squeaky  as  the  latter,  and  sometimes  it  can  be 
mistaken  for  the  notes  of  one  of  these  two  species,  especially  at  a  distance. 

Redpol is 

A  flock  of  Redpolls  averages  considerably  paler  than  a  flock  of  Siskins,  and  grayer 
than  Goldfinches.  The  rest  of  the  finches  are  larger  than  these  three.  Also  there  is 
typically  a  very  noticeable  difference  between  the  whitest  and  darkest  individuals  in  a 
Redpoll  flock;  noticeable  variation  of  this  kind  is  lacking  in  winter  flocks  of  the 
other  small  finches.  A  Redpoll's  tail  is  considerably  longer  and  a  little  narrower  than 
the  tails  of  the  others.  This  is  apparent  under  most  conditions  and  with  practice  can 
be  used  as  a  means  of  identification.  The  persistently  repeated  flight  call  is  the  means 
by  which  most  Redpolls  are  discovered  and  recognized,  however.  It  may  be  syllabified 
variously  as  "chyu",  "chi",  or  "chyer",  and  is  usually  given  in  groups  of  one  to  four  or 
more  staccato  notes,  at  the  rate  of  seven  notes  per  second.  The  quality  is  primarily 
"chichy"  (like  saying  "ch"  in  a  loud  whisper)  and  metallic  (in  this  case,  like  hitting  a 
bare  telephone  wire  with  a  stone),  with  only  a  slight  whistled  quality.  (See  Pine 
Siskin  and  White-winged  Crossbill.) 

Hoarv  Redpol 1 

The  Hoary  Redpoll  cannot  safely  be  distinguished  in  flight. 

Pine  Siskin 


The  Pine  Siskin  is  like  the  Goldfinch  in  size,  shape,  and  flight.  Sometimes  the  long, 
pale  yellow  strips  in  the  wing  can  be  seen  as  Siskins  go  by;  if  it  can,  this  is 
diagnostic.  They  often  form  a  tighter  flock  than  Goldfinches  do.  This  species  has  two 
kinds  of  common  flight  calls,  one  or  both  of  which  may  be  heard  from  a  passing  flock. 
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The  most  distinctive  one  usually  consists  of  two  or  three  syllables  very  rapidly  run 
together,  so  that  the  call  is  from  about  one-tenth  to  one-quarter  of  a  second  in  length. 
The  tone  is  a  combination  of  nasal  and  sibilant  (having  an  "s"  sound)  and  is  given  with 
considerable  emphasis.  Some  variations  and  syllabic  interpretations  are:  "swee-a"  (one 
of  the  commonest  calls  and  one  of  its  best  syllabications),  "see-i",  "cheesee",  also 
three-syllabic  "chsiweeyi",  "tsiteeyi",  "chitilit",  and  " tsyu-wee-yu" ,  all  these  sounds 
always  nasal  and  sibilant  throughout.  The  accent  is  usually  rather  evenly  distributed 
over  all  the  syllables.  A  bird  repeats  this  call  every  few  seconds  in  flight.  It  is 
completely  diagnostic. 

The  other  common  flight  call  of  the  Siskin  somewhat  resembles  that  of  the  Redpoll.  It 
may  be  written  "tyi",  "chyu",  "chi",  or  "jit".  It  has  a  decided  nasal  or  whining  tone 
and  slight  but  noticeable  amounts  of  "chichy",  metallic,  and  sibilant  tonal  factors.  It 
is  reminiscent  of  the  call  of  the  Brown-headed  Nuthatch.  There  are  usually  two  to  five 
notes  in  a  group,  given  at  the  rate  of  about  seven  notes  per  second.  Sometimes  a  series 
rises  slightly  in  pitch  throughout.  It  is  readily  distinguished  from  the  similar 
"chichy"  calls  of  Redpoll  and  White-winged  Crossbill  by  the  very  prominent  nasal  or 
whining  tone  factor. 

Amer  jgan.  fig.ljdi.ipgh 

The  American  Goldfinch  sometimes  has  to  be  identified  in  winter  by  visual  means  alone. 
When  this  is  the  case,  it  is  very  commonly  misidentif ied  as  Pine  Siskin.  This  may  be 
because  some  birders  may  not  be  accustomed  to  thinking  of  Goldfinches  as  dark- looking 
birds,  as  they  are  in  the  winter.  Or,  it  may  be  that  these  birders  think  of  Goldfinches 
as  inseparable  from  their  typical  flight  call  --  as  they  are  during  late  spring  and 
summer  —  so  that  in  winter  when  they  see  a  flock  of  small  dark  finches  flying  silently 
or  emitting  only  an  occasional  single  weak  note,  they  assume  that  they  cannot  be 
Goldfinches  and  therefore  have  to  be  Siskins.  The  fact  is,  on  the  contrary,  that  a 
flock  of  winter  finches  flying  silently  or  with  only  an  occasional  scarcely  audible  note 
or  two  is  more  likely  to  be  a  flock  of  Goldfinches  than  anything  else.  A  zealous  and 
experienced  use  of  binoculars  on  a  flock  of  finches  in  flight  will  often  reveal 
identification  cues  that  a  person  might  not  expect  could  possibly  be  seen  under  the 
circumstances  until  he  tries. 

Birds  with  undulating  flight  fold  their  wings  against  their  body  on  the  down-glide  and 
then  may  show  the  same  field  marks  they  do  when  at  rest.  Thus,  binoculars  sometimes 
reveal  the  unstreaked  bodies  of  flying  Goldfinches.  Since  Goldfinches  tend  on  the 
average  to  fly  at  less  height  and  in  less  compact  flocks  than  the  other  dark  winter 
finches,  one  can  make  a  tentative  identification  using  these  characteristics,  preferably 
in  combination  with  some  others. 

The  usual  syllabication,  "per-chic-o-ree" ,  for  the  Goldfinch's  typical  flight  call  is 
unnecessarily  inaccurate  and  misleading.  "Ti-tee-t i-ter" ,  or  " ty i-tysee-ty i-tyer" , 
using  the  "y"  to  indicate  the  quick  down-slur  in  each  note,  would  be  an  improvement. 
The  second  note  is  usually  the  highest  in  pitch  and  sounds  very  slightly  louder  than  the 
others.  There  may  be  from  one  to  seven  notes  in  a  group,  most  typically  four  —  though, 
as  a  rule,  fewer  in  winter.  This  call  always  has  a  sweet,  musical,  plaintive  quality, 
unusual  among  flight  calls  of  finches  (but  see  Pine  Grosbeak).  In  the  late  fall  and 
winter  Goldfinches  do  not  seem  to  have  quite  the  spirit  that  they  do  in  warmer  seasons, 
and  at  this  time  a  Goldfinch  often  calls  much  less  loudly  and  frequently,  tends  to  five 
or  fewer  notes  in  its  call,  and  may  even  fly  past  without  making  its  call  heard  at  all. 
On  cold  winter  days  I  have  often  seen  a  flock  fly  close  past  me  and  have  heard  only  a 
single  weak  "tee"  or  a  scarcely  audible  two-note  "tyi  tyee" ,  most  members  of  the  flock 


130 


Vol .  55  No.  11 


remaining  silent.  Such  calls  as  may  be  heard,  however  weak  or  abbreviated,  still  retain 
enough  of  the  Goldfinch's  sweet,  musical,  plaintive  quality  to  be  readily  recognized. 

Re.gj-Cr.QSsbi.1 1. 

The  Red  Crossbill  is  so  lacking  in  distinctive  field  marks  that  can  be  seen  as  it 
flies,  and  its  flight  call  is  so  constantly  given  and  so  completely  diagnostic  that  one 
not  only  can,  but  in  most  cases  must  rely  on  recognizing  this  species  in  flight  by  its 
call.  The  note  is  usually  syllabified  as  "kip",  "jip",  or  "pip",  but  no  syllabication 
represents  the  sound  adequately.  Only  an  unusually  good  ear  will  detect  that  some 
individuals  slur  the  note  downward,  in  which  case  "chyip"  or  "tsyip"  are  fair 
interpretations,  and  others  slur  upwards,  for  which  the  syllabication  might  be  written 
"quat"  or  "prit"  ("preet"  when  a  little  higher  pitched).  The  staccato  notes  are 
unusually  emphatic  and  loud  for  so  small  a  bird,  the  force  with  which  they  are  voiced 
being  one  of  the  most  distinctive  characteristics.  Authors  generally  avoid  describing 
their  quality.  This  says  a  good  deal  about  the  quality,  however,  because  the  fact  is 
that  it  differs  from  any  bird  sounds  that  do  possess  clearly  describable  tonal 
characters.  To  step  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,  I  might  venture  the  description  that 
the  note  is  a  very  forcefully-delivered  staccato  whistle,  its  musical  tone  considerably 
reduced  by  a  sibilant  element  and  a  slap-like  factor.  This  description  probably  does 
not  create  a  vivid  sound-image  in  the  mind  of  the  reader.  Perhaps  it  is  best  to  advise 
learning  the  flight  calls  of  all  the  other  finches  and  to  remember  simply  that  the 
quality  of  the  Red  Crossbill's  is  entirely  different  from  any  of  them.  The  rhythm  is 
similar,  however,  the  notes  typically  being  given  in  groups  of  one  to  five  or  more,  at 
the  rate  of  four  or  five  notes  per  second,  with  intervals  of  about  half  a  second  or  more 
between  groups 

White-winoed  Crossbill 

The  White-winged  Crossbill  may  often  be  recognized  in  flight  by  the  very  conspicuous 
white  wing  bars  combines  with  size  and  shape  of  the  bird.  Also,  the  bright  pink  color 
of  the  adult  males  in  a  flock  is  frequently  visible  at  some  distance. 

Like  the  Siskin,  the  White-winged  Crossbill  commonly  uses  two  very  dissimilar  flight 
calls,  either  or  both  of  which  may  be  heard  as  the  bird  flies  overhead.  Both  are  very 
different  in  quality  from  the  Red  Crossbi 1 1  s  call.  One  closely  resembles  the  flight 
call  of  the  Redpoll.  It  may  be  variously  syllabified  as  "ch",  "chi",  or  "chit"  It  is 
given  at  the  rate  of  four  to  six  notes  per  second,  with  one  to  four  or  more  notes  in  a 
group  and  usually  less  than  a  second  between  sonance.  It  differs  from  the  Redpoll's 
call  chiefly  in  being  repeated  at  a  speed  between  four  and  six  (usually  five)  times  a 
second  instead  of  seven,  in  being  less  metallic,  and  in  sounding  louder  and  fuller  or 
heavier  like  the  note  of  the  larger  bird  that  it  is. 

The  other  note,  a  somewhat  nasal  and  metallic  whistled  "wheent",  "whing",  or  "we", 
closely  resembles  the  common  "pink"  call  of  the  Bobolink,  but  is  quickly  up-slurred, 
giving  it  a  definite  "w"  or  "wh"  sound,  and  is  enunciated  with  greater  emphasis.  Like 
the  "chichy"  call,  it  is  given  singly  or  in  groups  of  notes.  No  other  finch  has  a  note 
at  all  simi 1 ar . 

In  learning  to  identify  winter  finches  and  grosbeaks  in  flight,  the  most  important 
factor  is  field  experience  with  them. 
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Report  of  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  8,  1989  Compilers:  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising 

Weather:  This  was  a  typical  fall  day  in  western  New  York,  overcast  with  a  trace  of  rain  in  some  areas. 

The  temperature  range  was  from  the  morning  low  of  38°  F  to  a  high  of  48°  at  2  p.m.  This 
temperature  maximum  was  six  degrees  below  normal  for  this  date,  but  the  mild  weather  over  the 
preceding  weeks  was  reflected  in  the  Lake  Erie  temperature  of  59°.  Wind  was  from  the 
northwest  at  10  mph.  No  major  weather  system  passed  through  the  region  during  the  previous 
week. 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed  and  the 
number  of  sections  in  which  observed.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections, 
the  section  numbers  are  then  given.  Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable 
written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L  represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  fall  migration; 

*  represents  first  date  for  the  year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

208 

4 

American  Wigeon 

255 

12 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

72 

11 

Canvasback 

1 

1 

13 

Homed  Grebe 

22 

4 

Redhead 

34 

5 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

52 

7 

Ring-necked  Duck 

66 

5 

Great  Blue  Heron 

187 

25 

Greater  Scaup 

2539 

6 

Great  Egret 

4 

1 

10 

Lesser  Scaup 

2781 

8 

Green-backed  Heron 

6 

6 

scaup  species 

20 

1 

Black-crowned  Night- Heron 

6 

1 

11 

Black  Scoter 

2 

1 

11 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

11 

Surf  Scoter 

24 

3 

5,  8,  11 

Canada  Goose 

5706 

23 

White-winged  Scoter 

68 

6 

Wood  Duck 

394 

19 

Bufflehead 

F  1 

1 

1 

Green-winged  Teal 

72 

12 

Hooded  Merganser 

24 

3 

3,  5,  14 

American  Black  Duck 

168 

15 

Common  Merganser 

8 

4 

Mallard 

6538 

26 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

22 

5 

Northern  Pintail 

141 

3 

5,  13,  21 

merganser  species 

1 

1 

Blue-winged  Teal 

53 

9 

Ruddy  Duck 

31 

5 

Northern  Shoveler 

11 

2 

10,  21 

waterfowl  species 

500 

5 

Gad  wall 

21 

8 

Raptors 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

152 

12 

American  Kestrel 

133 

24 

Osprey 

4 

4 

Merlin 

1 

1 

23 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

10 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

12 

6 

Northern  Harrier 

52 

15 

Ruffed  Grouse 

44 

14 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

13 

9 

Wild  Turkey 

141 

7 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

22 

12 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

1 

13 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

3 

14,  20,  22 

Sora 

1 

1 

16 

Broad-winged  Hawk  L 

1 

1 

28 

Common  Moorhen 

L  9 

1 

11 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

173 

26 

American  Coot 

234 

10 
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Plovers  -  Terns 


Black-bellied  Plover 

62 

8 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

L 

1 

1 

8 

Lesser  Golden-Plover 

42 

4 

Common  Snipe 

37 

10 

Semipalmated  Plover 

14 

3 

7,  8,  11 

American  Woodcock 

8 

4 

Killdeer 

699 

27 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

2 

1 

11 

Greater  Ycllowlegs 

32 

6 

Franklin’s  Gull 

1 

1 

11 

Lesser  Yellow  legs 

38 

7 

Little  Gull 

4 

2 

2,  11 

Solitary  Sandpiper  L 

2 

1 

11 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

8399 

11 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

11 

Ring-billed  Gull 

13825 

27 

Sanderling 

22 

5 

Herring  Gull 

1725 

16 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

13 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

122 

9 

Least  Sandpiper  L 

5 

2 

1,  13 

Sabine’s  Gull 

.  1 

1 

3 

Whitc-rumpcd  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

2,  21 

Common  Tern 

418 

6 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

69 

8 

Forster’s  Tem 

L 

2 

2 

7,8 

Dunlin 

23 

7 

Doves  - 

Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

3401 

28 

Downy  Woodpecker 

239 

27 

Mourning  Dove 

2557 

27 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

32 

15 

Bam  Owl 

1 

1 

28 

Northern  Flicker 

197 

21 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

6 

4 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

17 

8 

Great  Homed  Owl 

18 

8 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

6 

4 

Barred  Owl 

2 

2 

20,  28 

Eastern  Phoebe 

50 

18 

Chimney  Swift 

158 

3 

8,  11,  20 

Homed  Lark 

68 

4 

Belted  Kingfisher 

76 

23 

Tree  Swallow 

224 

3 

1,9,  11 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

16 

6 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow  L 

6 

1 

7 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

13 

8 

Bam  Swallow 

L 

1 

1 

8 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1692 

27 

Eastern  Bluebird 

193 

19 

American  Crow 

2946 

28 

Veery 

L 

1 

1 

11 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1483 

28 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

2 

1 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

10 

6 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

12 

5 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

159 

19 

Hermit  Thrush 

122 

16 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

252 

27 

Wood  Thrush 

L 

1 

1 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

50 

16 

American  Robin 

4052 

28 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

2 

11,  21 

Gray  Catbird 

64 

20 

House  Wren 

13 

8 

Northern  Mockingbird 

28 

4 

Winter  Wren 

38 

8 

Brown  Thrasher 

5 

3 

7,  11,  16 

Marsh  Wren 

2 

1 

11 

American  Pipit 

43 

4 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

601 

24 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1319 

23 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

557 

24 

European  Starling 

44750 

28 

Vireos  - 

Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

8 

6 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

1 

11 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2 

1 

7 

Palm  Warbler 

7 

5 

Red -eyed  Vireo 

3 

2 

11,  12 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

10 

2 

3,  11 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

4 

4 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

3 

2 

3,  11 

Nashville  Warbler 

8 

5 

American  Redstart 

L 

5 

1 

11 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

8 

2 

9,  11 

Connecticut  Warbler 

* 

1 

1 

14 

Magnolia  Warbler 

7 

3 

13,  19,  25 

Common  Yellowthroat 

7 

5 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

2 

1 

11 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

2 

2 

13,  14 

Ycllow-rumpcd  Warbler 

1208 

28 

warbler  species 

24 

1 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

9 

6 

133 


Vol.  55 


No.  11 


Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows 


Northern  Cardinal 

269 

26 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

892 

25 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

37 

11 

Lapland  Longspur 

5 

2 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

17069 

26 

Chipping  Sparrow 

332 

18 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

154 

16 

Field  Sparrow 

116 

17 

Rusty  Blackbird 

295 

13 

Vesper  Sparrow 

7 

3 

7,  19,  28 

Common  Grackle 

2143 

22 

Savannah  Sparrow 

29 

8 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1677 

18 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

2 

19,  28 

Purple  Finch 

56 

10 

Song  Sparrow 

1455 

28 

House  Finch 

1727 

27 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

4 

Pine  Siskin 

34 

3 

Swamp  Sparrow 

185 

17 

American  Goldfinch 

1018 

26 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1846 

28 

House  Sparrow 

3646 

27 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

666 

25 

unidentified  species 

17 

1 

3,5 


20,  24,  26 


Summary  Information 


Total  Species  Observed  -  166 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  147,092 


Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in 

1951),  the  following  notations  are  highlighted.  Note  that  unspecified  comparisons  are  with  all 
previous  counts. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  208,  high,  previous  high  136  in  1987;  grebes  continue  low:  Pied-billed 
Grebe  72,  average  102,  for  80s  71;  Horned  Grebe  22,  average  75,  for  80s  43;  Great  Blue  Heron  187, 
high,  previous  high  142  in  1987;  Great  Egret  4,  recorded  last  four  years  but  before  that  only  once  in 
the  70s  and  twice  in  the  30s;  Mallard  6538,  high,  previous  high  4805  in  1981,  steadily  increasing 
over  the  count  history;  Northern  Pintail  141,  high  for  80s  but  no  previous  decade;  Ruddy  Duck  31, 
low  since  1982. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Turkey  Vulture  152,  high,  previous  high  1 1 1  in  1986,  increasing  steadily  since  the  40s 
when  the  high  count  was  14;  Cooper’s  Hawk  22,  high,  previous  high  16  in  1987;  Ring-necked 
Pheasant  12,  low,  previous  low  19  in  1986,  continuing  its  steady  decline. 
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Plovers  -  Terns  -  Stilt  Sandpiper  1,  previously  recorded  only  4  times;  Red-necked  Phalarope  2, 
previously  recorded  only  3  times;  Sabine’s  Gull  1,  2nd  record. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Barn  Owl  1,  8th  record. 

Jays  -  Starlings  -  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  159,  high,  previous  high  132  in  1969;  Veery  1,  only  the  4th 
record. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Connecticut  Warbler  1,  recorded  in  only  4  previous  years. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Vesper  Sparrow  7,  up  from  1  last  year,  but  still  the  fourth  lowest  and  a 
far  cry  from  the  count  of  391  in  1969.  There  have  been  at  most  three  counts  of  40  or  lower  in  every 
previous  decade,  but  all  ten  in  the  80s  have  been  below  40. 
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Sections  and  Observers:  Section  compilers  have  their  names  underlined. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  David  Cooper.  Kayo  Roy,  Alan  Smith 

2.  Thorold.  ON:  Bobbie  Byron.  Dick  Byron 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna.  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  Betsy  Potter 

4.  Middleport.  NY:  Robert  Brock.  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen.  Peggy  Christensen.  Morgan  Jones,  Gail  Seamans, 
Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Gary  Novolsel.  Aline  Novolsel 

7.  Lowbanks.  ON:  David  Suggs.  Debbie  Suggs 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Ellen  Schopp.  Margaret  Stewart 

9.  Grand  Island.  NY:  Karen  Renning 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Ed  Crohn,  Tom  Insalaco,  Don  Roberson.  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

1 1.  Buffalo,  NY:  H.  M.  Bateman,  Bruce  Chilton,  Amanda  Galas,  Mike  Galas,  Bruce  Johnson,  Roberta 
McDonald,  Judy  Mosher,  Terry  Mosher,  Gerry  Rising,  Art  Schaffner,  Sharon  Sisti.  William  Watson, 
Peter  Yoerg 

1 2.  Lancaster,  NY :  Robert  Andrle,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Jim  Gregory ,Linda  Holmes,  Marie 
Wendling.  Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Dave  Harrington,  Liz  Harrington,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave  Keller.  Marie  Keller, 
Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Max  Mason, 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Lois  Abbott,  Robert  Andrle,  David  Bigelow,  Ernest  Baker,  Kenneth  Brandes,  Marian 
Dornhoffer.  Jim  Gregory,  Ad  Hunley,  Robert  Leonard,  Evirdina  Mauser,  Mary  Saville,  Lucille  Weitz 
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Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows 


Northern  Cardinal 

269 

26 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

892 

25 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

37 

11 

Lapland  Longspur 

5 

2 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

17069 

26 

Chipping  Sparrow 

332 

18 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

154 

16 

Field  Sparrow 

116 

17 

Rusty  Blackbird 

295 

13 

Vesper  Sparrow 

7 

3 

7,  19,  28 

Common  Grackle 

2143 

22 

Savannah  Sparrow 

29 

8 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1677 

18 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

2 

19,  28 

Purple  Finch 

56 

10 

Song  Sparrow 

1455 

28 

House  Finch 

1727 

27 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

4 

Pine  Siskin 

34 

3 

Swamp  Sparrow 

185 

17 

American  Goldfinch 

1018 

26 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1846 

28 

House  Sparrow 

3646 

27 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

666 

25 

unidentified  species 

17 

1 

Summary  Information 

Total  Species  Observed  -  166 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  147,092 
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Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in 

1951),  the  following  notations  are  highlighted.  Note  that  unspecified  comparisons  are  with  all 
previous  counts. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  208,  high,  previous  high  136  in  1987;  grebes  continue  low:  Pied-billed 
Grebe  72,  average  102,  for  80s  71;  Horned  Grebe  22,  average  75,  for  80s  43;  Great  Blue  Heron  187, 
high,  previous  high  142  in  1987;  Great  Egret  4,  recorded  last  four  years  but  before  that  only  once  in 
the  70s  and  twice  in  the  30s;  Mallard  6538,  high,  previous  high  4805  in  1981,  steadily  increasing 
over  the  count  history;  Northern  Pintail  141,  high  for  80s  but  no  previous  decade;  Ruddy  Duck  31, 
low  since  1982. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Turkey  Vulture  152,  high,  previous  high  1 1 1  in  1986,  increasing  steadily  since  the  40s 
when  the  high  count  was  14;  Cooper’s  Hawk  22,  high,  previous  high  16  in  1987;  Ring-necked 
Pheasant  12,  low,  previous  low  19  in  1986,  continuing  its  steady  decline. 
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Plovers  -  Terns  -  Stilt  Sandpiper  1,  previously  recorded  only  4  times;  Red-necked  Phalarope  2, 
previously  recorded  only  3  times;  Sabine’s  Gull  1,  2nd  record. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Barn  Owl  1,  8th  record. 

Jays  -  Starlings  -  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  159,  high,  previous  high  132  in  1969;  Veery  1,  only  the  4th 
record. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Connecticut  Warbler  1,  recorded  in  only  4  previous  years. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Vesper  Sparrow  7,  up  from  1  last  year,  but  still  the  fourth  lowest  and  a 
far  cry  from  the  count  of  391  in  1969.  There  have  been  at  most  three  counts  of  40  or  lower  in  every 
previous  decade,  but  all  ten  in  the  80s  have  been  below  40. 
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Sections  and  Observers:  Section  compilers  have  their  names  underlined. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  David  Cooper.  Kayo  Roy,  Alan  Smith 

2.  Thorold.  ON:  Bobbie  Byron.  Dick  Byron 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna.  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  Betsy  Potter 

4.  Middleport.  NY:  Robert  Brock.  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen.  Peggy  Christensen.  Morgan  Jones,  Gail  Seamans, 
Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Gary  Novolsel.  Aline  Novolsel 

7.  Lowbanks.  ON:  David  Suggs.  Debbie  Suggs 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart 

9.  Grand  Island.  NY:  Karen  Renning 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Ed  Crohn,  Tom  Insalaco,  Don  Roberson.  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

1 1.  Buffalo,  NY:  H.  M.  Bateman,  Bruce  Chilton,  Amanda  Galas,  Mike  Galas,  Bruce  Johnson,  Roberta 
McDonald,  Judy  Mosher,  Terry  Mosher,  Gerry  Rising,  Art  Schaffner,  Sharon  Sisti.  William  Watson, 
Peter  Yoerg 

1 2.  Lancaster,  NY:  Robert  Andrle,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Jim  Gregory, Linda  Holmes,  Marie 
Wendling.  Cy  Wolfling 

1 3.  Batavia,  NY:  Dave  Harrington,  Liz  Harrington,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave  Keller.  Marie  Keller, 
Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Max  Mason, 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Lois  Abbott,  Robert  Andrle,  David  Bigelow,  Ernest  Baker,  Kenneth  Brandes,  Marian 
Dornhoffer,  Jim  Gregory,  Ad  Hunley,  Robert  Leonard,  Evirdina  Mauser,  Mary  Saville,  Lucille  Weitz 
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15.  Java,  NY:  Bill  Bogacki,  Alice  McKale,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Gilbert  Lange,  Mary  Lange,  Ron  Lange 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber.  Caroline  Frank,  Ruth  Helstrom 

18.  Delavan.  NY:  William  Vaughan 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ron  Andrews,  Victor  Carpenter,  Faye  Clancy,  Alice 
Evans,  Bernard  Fancher,  Douglas  Herdam,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Howard  Long,  Helen  Morse,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roger  Nicholson,  Katherine  Palmer.  Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice,  Emmette  Smith,  Marian  Smith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oliver  Williams,  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson,  Steve  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  D.  Bryant,  K.  Bryant,  Ray  Budniewski,  C.  Budniewski,  J. 
Flory,  J.  Goetz,  D.  Goulding,  Joe  Gula,  Joe  Gula  Jr.,  P.  Hanlon,  G.  Harper,  Terry  Mahoney.  G. 
Mezzio,  B.  Rusha,  A.  Schafer,  K.  Souter,  T.  Welch,  D.  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Paul  Baglia,  Dan  Cordosi,  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean 
Pigman,  Dot  Piklblad,  Carol  Roby,  Bob  Sundell. 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Pat  Appelbe,  Marcia  Clark,  Dan  Cordosi,  Bill  O’Brien, 
Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell. 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Christopher  Maggio, 
Steve  Maggio,  Jean  Pigman,  Mary  Shaul,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell.  Sandra  Tomlinson,  Sally 
Whetstien. 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird.  Allen  Church,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Margaret 
Green,  Arlene  Knittle,  James  Van  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Doris  Burton.  Lou  Burton,  Betty  Compton,  John  Compton, 
Sylvia  Foster,  Mary  Jordan,  Norma  Pizza,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Jean  Young 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Margaret  Barnett,  Ruth  Brown,  Doris  Burton.  Brian 
Cleveland,  Elvira  Condle,  Michele  Conklin,  Paul  Conklin,  Frances  DeGraff,  June  Dickinson,  Doris 
Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Emma  Lou  King,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Vivian 
Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons,  Stella  Simons 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Loma 
Brinks,  Betsv  Brooks.  Myrt  Brown,  Judson  Browning,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Clifford  Button, 
Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Elvira  Condi,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing, 
Harriet  Deverell,  Larry  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Agnes  Fritz,  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Jav  Gibson.  Connie  Gradoni,  Helen  Graves,  Heidi  Holbrook,  Jeff  Holbrook, 
Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Susan  Kelleher,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith, 
Connie  Koehler,  Erma  Larson.  Cathy  MacDonald,  Maijory  Mason,  Mary  Ormsby,  Beverly  Perry, 
Linn  Phelan,  Anne  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harvey  Spencer,  Jake  Strong,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Taggert,  Wilma  Taggert,  Lorena  Vossler, 
Theodore  Vossler,  Suzanne  Wood 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  232 

Complete  compilations  by  region  may  be  Michael  F.  Galas 

obtained  at  a  club  meeting.  16  Grand  Avenue 

Tonawanda,  NY  14150 
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B,  0.  S.  Officers 

1989-1990 

President:  Ellen  Schopp 
Vice-President:  Morgan  Jones 
Recording  Secretary:  Barbara  Walker 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Roberta  McDonald 
Treasurer:  Sharon  Sisti 
Librarian/Records  Custodian:  Audrey  Horbett 
Statisticians:  Fran  Rew,  Robert  Andrle 

The  following  members  are  currently  serving  on  the  Council: 

Marian  Dornhaffer,  Bill  Watson,  Roberta  McDonald  (terms  end  1990) 

Robert  Brock,  Kathy  Hentz,  David  Suggs  (terms  end  1991) 

Robert  Andrle,  Wavel  Barber,  Don  Roberson  (terms  end  1992) 

Also  members  of  the  Council  are  the  BOS  President,  Ellen  Schopp  &  the  Editor  of  the 
Prothonotarv .  Charles  Halvorsen. 

David  has  accepted  the  position  of  President  of  the  Council  and  Marion  has  accepted 
the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Council. 

The  following  committees  are  formed  the  chairperson  listed  for  each.  If  you  have  an 
interest  in  serving  on  one  of  the  committees  contact  the  President  or  the  chairperson. 

Membership:  Maxine  Barber 
Program:  Joe  Di Domenico 
Field  Trips:  Bi 1 1  Burch 
Conservation:  Roberta  McDonald 
Research:  (has  yet  to  step  forward) 

Refuge:  Mike  Galas 
Budget:  Sharon  Sisti 
Audit:  Wavel  Barber 

Thanks  to  all  our  members  who  have  accepted  an  office  or  chairmanship  of  a  committee  - 
your  efforts  are  appreciated! 


******** 


Conservation  Notes 

The  Kirtland  s  Warbler  population  continues  its  upward  growth  trend.  Researchers 
counted  212  singing  males  in  Michigan  this  year,  up  from  207  the  previous  year  and  167 
in  1987. 

from  Birder  s  World 

On  March  24,  1989,  the  Exxon  Valdez  ran  aground,  spilling  nearly  11  million  gallons  of 
crude  oil  into  Prince  William  Sound.  Since  then  a  staggering  28,000  birds  have  died  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  oil  spill.  (Birds  whose  feathers  have  been  soaked  by  oil  loose 
the  ability  to  insulate  themselves  against  the  frigid  water  and  soon  will  freeze  to 
death).  Of  the  28,000  birds,  60%  were  murres,  most  of  the  rest  were  other  alcids  and 
waterfowl.  Because  many  dead  birds  were  washed  out  to  sea,  this  figure  is  probably  much 
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lower  than  reality.  The  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  estimates  that  between 
100,000  and  400,000  birds  may  have  perished.  Also  150  Bald  Eagles  have  been  found  dead 
after  ingesting  oi 1 -contaminated  carcasses.  Long  term  effects  are  unknown  but 
scientists  estimate  that  it  may  take  up  to  15  years  for  complete  recovery  of  the  area. 


Waterfowl  numbers  are  still  critically  low.  Only  31.1  individuals  of  10  indicator 
species  were  counted  in  the  spring  breeding  survey.  This  is  down  25%  from  the  1955-1988 
average  level.  The  species  in  greatest  trouble  are:  pintail,  scaup  and  blue-winged 
teal.  Hunters  are  requested  to  use  voluntary  restraint,  to  shoot  only  drakes  and  buy 
duck  stamps. 


Four  California  Condors  have  hatched  this  year  and  all  are  doing  well.  This  brings  the 
total  number  of  condors  to  32,  all  in  captivity. 

Roberta  McDonald 
******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street 
(corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 

January  10:  BOS  Member  Alec  Humann  will  give  a  presentation  on  the  Cape  May 

Hawk  Watch 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Cancellations  due  to  weather  conditions  will  be  aired  on  the 

following  radio  stations:  WGR  550  &  WBEN  970. 


******** 

E1ELILIBIES 


January  7:  Buffalo  Waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls  &  Fort  Erie  for  hawks. 

Meet  at  8  AM  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leaders:  Bill  Burch 
(773-3690)  &  Art  Schaffner. 

January  14:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird 

Clubs.  The  target  date  is  Jan.  14,  but  any  date  between 
Jan.  13  and  Jan.  21  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the 
Compiler,  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

February  4:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  on  River  or  to  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Meet  at  8 

AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892). 
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February  25: 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti 
or  at  9:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6 
mi.  upriver  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan 
(1-416-834-7541)  &  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

March  11: 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at 
8:30  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna 
(1-731-4348). 

March  24: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring 
waterfowl.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza  (3E 
Corner)  Main  &  Transit. 

April  8: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count-Pi  ease  note  this  is  a  change  from 
previously  announced  dates! 

May  20: 

Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 

Usual  1 y 

these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Diai-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 


885-5288 

Sharon  Sisti 

302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 

Back  Issues: 

Available  from  the  Treasurer  9  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NT  14224 
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Volume  55  December  1989  Number  12 

THE  MONTH:  November  1989 

The  National  Weather  Service  notes  for  November  describe  it  as  'cold,  wet,  and 
windy,"  if  anything,  understating  the  dreariness  of  this  month.  Consider  the 
evidence:  There  were  only  two  days  without  precipitation,  the  total  of  4.8  inches 
nearly  an  inch  and  a  quarter  above  normal.  The  temperature  average,  37.9°  F,  was 
two  and  a  half  degrees  below  normal;  lows  of  16°  were  recorded  on  the  22nd,  23rd, 
and  29th;  and  on  six  days  temperature  maximums  did  not  rise  above  freezing.  Four 
inches  of  lake  effect  snow  fell  on  the  16th  and  17th  in  Buffalo  with  more  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  region.  On  six  days  the  winds  averaged  over  20  mph.  and  on  the 
20th  a  gale  with  a  peak  gust  of  63  mph.  did  severe  damage  in  the  region.  In  all 
this  I  find  only  two  mitigating  factors:  the  snowfall  total  of  7.8  inches  was  almost 
six  inches  below  normal  and  for  three  days  in  mid -month  the  temperature  rose  into 
the  60s  with  a  record  high  of  68°  on  the  13th,  the  first  of  these  days.  Absent  these 
minor  exceptions,  it  was  not  a  pleasant  month. 

The  2000  Canvasbacks  found  by  Bellerby  in  the  Niagara  River  on  the  8th  were  two 
to  three  weeks  ahead  of  similar  gatherings  the  past  two  years.  On  the  same  day  the 
Klabundes  recorded  9500  Lesser  Scaup  in  the  Lewiston  (state  Power  Authority) 
reservoir.  These  birds  were  accompanied  by  smaller  numbers  of  Greater  Scaup  and  46 
Ring -necked  Ducks.  By  the  end  of  the  month  only  about  700  ducks  remained  there. 

A  comparison  of  the  raptor  record  with  the  past  four  years  is  encouraging:  the  10 
Rough- legged  Hawk  observations  high,  accipiter  records  above  average,  and  the  Merlin 
a  bonus.  The  900  coots  on  the  25th  is  high  for  this  same  five  years.  On  the  other 
hand  the  rarer  gulls  for  which  this  region  is  noted  were  few  and  far  between.  Here 
are  some  comparisons  for  the  month  of  November: 

Laughing  Gull:  absent,  reported  in  1988  and  1985 

Franklin's  Gull:  absent,  reported  many  times  in  1988,  1986  and  1985 
Common  Black- headed  Gull:  absent,  reported  in  1986 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  usual  number  of  reports 

Black- legged  Kittiwake:  absent,  reported  in  all  four  previous  years 
Sabine's  Gull:  absent,  reported  in  1988  and  1986 

The  Arctic  Tern  has  been  accurately  described  as  the  world's  migration  champion. 
In  a  total  of  about  20  weeks  many  of  these  birds  fly  over  20,000  miles  from  the  high 
Arctic  to  the  Antarctic  and  back.  Townsend,  who  wrote  the  life  history  in  Bent, 
notes  it  as  nesting  to  82.5°  north  latitude  and  wintering  in  Weddell  and  Ross's  Seas 
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to  74°  south.  (One  outcome  of  this  lifestyle  is  that  it  spends  more  of  its  life  in 
sunlight  than  any  other  species.)  The  Arctic  Tern  is  circumpolar,  birds  of  western 
Canada  migrating  along  the  west  coasts  of  North  and  South  America.  Until  the  late 
1920s  the  flight  path  between  the  Arctic  and  Antarctic  of  birds  nesting  in  eastern 
Canada,  Maine,  and  Massachusetts  was  unknown,  but  then  thousands  were  recorded 
crossing  the  North  Atlantic  and  their  flight  path  was  found  to  continue  with 
European  birds  down  but  usually  well  off  the  western  shores  of  Europe  and  Africa. 

The  appearance  of  a  single  bird  of  this  species  for  over  a  week  along  the  Niagara 
River  just  north  of  Fort  Erie  represents  then  a  remarkable  departure  from  its  normal 
flight  path.  This  bird  was  first  identified  by  Jon  Dunne  and  Eirik  Blom,  two 
nationally  known  birders  who  are  perhaps  best  known  for  their  role  as  chief 
consultants  for  the  National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide;  and  it  was  subsequently 
observed  by  many  birders  of  the  region.  It  coursed  well  out  over  the  river  to  make 
it  a  New  York  State  as  well  as  an  Ontario  record. 

Beardslee  and  Mitchell  record  the  species  as  an  "accidental  very  rare  visitor" 
and  supply  two  records.  The  first  is  of  a  bird  believed  to  be  in  the  collection  of 
Chas.  Linden  from  before  1889  and  the  second  the  observation  of  three  individuals 
from  Bird  Island  Pier  on  September  13,  1953  by  Schaffner,  Nathan,  Emerson,  and 
Witebsky.  Bull  accepts  neither  of  these  records,  rejecting  the  first  as  "not 
critically  examined  by  an  ornithologist."  He  goes  on  to  say,  "No  sight  reports  of 
Arctic  Terns  in  New  York  are  accepted.  This  species  is  easily  confused  with  the 
Common  Tern,  even  in  breeding  plumage,  as  was  amply  demonstrated  by  a  specimen 
collected  several  miles  off  Jones  Beach,  Long  Island,  May  29,  1960.  This 
individual,  'identified'  as  an  Arctic  Tern  —  even  when  in  the  hand  —  proved  to  be 
a  Common  Tern,  after  an  examination  of  a  large  series  of  study  skins  of  both 
species."  In  the  full  realization  that  I  will  lose  some  friends  in  so  stating,  I 

believe  that  this  bird  should  have  been  collected.  Although  it  is  extremely  rare 

here,  it  is  not  an  endangered  species  and  in  fact  is  a  common  breeder  within  its 
normal  range.  This  statement  does  not  question  the  careful  sight  identification  by 
many  observers,  but  given  Bull's  reasonable  concern  I  would  like  to  have  had  that 
identification  confirmed. 

What  brought  this  bird  to  the  Niagara  Frontier?  I  detect  no  weather  patterns 
that  would  contribute  a  reasonable  explanation  it  having  come  from  the  east.  On 
only  two  days,  the  7th  and  8th,  were  winds  from  the  east  and  those  were  only  about 

ten  knot  breezes.  The  continuing  pattern  of  fronts  moving  through  from  the 

northwest  offers  the  possibility  that  it  was  a  stray  from  the  breeding  area  to  the 
west  of  Hudson' s  and  James  Bays  but  the  stronger  surface  winds  accompanying  those 
fronts  were  not  from  the  northwest  or  north.  We  are  left  with  another  unsolved 
ornithological  mystery. 

A  few  of  the  Bohemian  Waxwings  that  created  such  a  stir  last  month  remained  in 
Golden  Hills  State  Park  through  mid  -  November .  The  possibility  of  a  winter  influx  of 
birds  from  the  far  north  that  these  birds  seemed  to  presage  remains  only  that:  a 
possibility;  the  evidence  is  mixed.  At  least  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  are 
back  after  their  almost  complete  absence  last  year.  A  few  White- winged  Crossbills 
and  a  Common  Redpoll  were  reported  and  Lapland  Longspur  and  Snow  Bunting  records 
were  better  than  those  of  recent  years.  On  the  other  hand  Purple  Finch  numbers 
remain  low  and  there  were  no  Pine  Grosbeaks,  Red  Crossbills,  northern  owls,  or  —  of 
course  —  three- toed  woodpeckers.  It  is  clearly  as  yet  too  early  to  tell. 

Two  other  birds  worth  special  mention  are  the  Dickcissel  which  appeared  at  the 
Holmes  feeder  in  East  Aurora  on  the  16th  and  the  Brewer' s  Blackbird  found  in  Eden  by 
Andrle,  Rew  and  others  one  day  earlier. 

I  conclude  this  column  with  the  sad  personal  note  of  the  death  of  Fritz  Scheider 
of  Syracuse,  a  superb  birder  known  to  many  BOS  members. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 

written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 

Adjacent  Qntar io(B.0.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

Cf)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  ql.  Bird 

Number 

^cation 

Observer 

Red-throat.  Loon 

4F,7,11 

2,1,1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton, D  Anna  et  al 

H 

18 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Bel lerby 

II 

25 

1 

Niag. -on-Lake 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Common  Loon 

4-28 

5  reports 

Great  Lakes  & 

Niagara  River 

Pied-bi 1  led  Grebe 

26 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

Horned  Grebe 

25 

25<est) 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

Red-necked  Grebe 

7 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

B1 .-cr .  Night-Heron 

2 

2 

Squaw  Is.  Bflo 

D'Anna 

Tundra  Swan 

25 

402 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

u 

13-29 

Max.  count 

6  reports 

throughout  region 

fckte  Swan 

5-20 

1 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

25 

1 

Prendergast  Pt 

Rew,  Buck 

Green-w.  Teal 

30 

1 

Dunkirk 

Chi  1  ton 

Northern  Pintail 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

Northern  Shove ler 

13 

21,22 

Iroq.NVR,Tona.WMA 

Watson 

Gadwal 1 

13 

44 

Iroq.  NWR 

Watson 

II 

27 

27 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Roberson 

Canvasback 

6 

2000 

II 

Bel lerby 

Redhead 

4F 

•30 

off  Four  Mi.Cr.SP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

H 

2-27 

38,15 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

II 

23 

8 

Nia.  Falls,  Ont 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

8-29 

23-46 

Lewiston  Reservr. 

W8.H  Klabunde 

II 

25 

8 

Mayvi 1 le 

Rew,  Buck 

Lesser  Scaup 

8-29 

9500-690 

Lewiston  Reservr. 

W*H  Klabunde 

Oldsquaw 

4 

20 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Lange 

II 

19 

30 

lower  Niagara  R. 

Roberson , Brock  <  BOS) 

Black  Scoter 

2,6,10 

8,1,2 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Watson, Gal  as  et  al 

H 

25 

1 

Mayvi 1 le 

Rew,  Buck 

Surf  Scoter 

2-6 

2,1 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Lange,  Watson 

White-w.  Scoter 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Lange < BAS) 

li 

11 

13 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Rew,  Buck 

Hooded  Merganser 

13 

153 

Iroq.  NWR 

Watson 

li 

25 

91 

Mayvi 1 le 

Rew,  Buck 

Ruddy  Duck 

25 

15 

Mayvi 1 le 

Rew,  Buck 

Northern  Harrier 

4 

1,2 

Somerset,  Yates 

Watson  et  al 

II 

11 

L 

Lockport 

Watson  et  al 

3harp-sh.  Hawk 

1-30 

5  reports 

WHY 
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Name  of  Bled 

Nov..,. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Cooper's  Hawk 

12 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

» 

15 

1 

Darien  TWP 

Harper 

II 

19 

1 

Arkwright  TWP 

Gul a  Jr. 

Red- should.  Hawk 

23L 

1 

Fort  Erie 

Humann 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

4-29 

10  reports 

WNY 

Merlin 

12 

1 

Arkwright  TWP 

Gul a  Jr  &  Sr 

American  Coot 

13 

382 

Iroq.  NWR 

Watson 

II 

25 

900(est) 

Mayvi 1 le 

Rew,  Buck 

Black-bel 1 .  Plover 

4L 

1 

Somerset  TWP 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Ki 1 ldeer 

24L 

2 

Eden  TWP 

•  Andr 1 e 

Greater  Ye  How  legs 

2 

1 

Niagara  R.  Ont 

Lange 

II 

12 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

II 

13L 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5F 

6 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Potter 

u 

11-18 

z,  / 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Bel lerby 

Dunlin 

9 

5 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Hess 

II 

23 

1 

Crescent  Bch,  Ont 

Humann 

II 

25 

5 

Niag.  Fal Is,  Ont 

Andr 1 e , D 'Anna , Roberson 

American  Woodcock 

z 

1 

Tonawanda  TWP 

Watson 

Red  Phalarope 

19 

1 

Fort  Erie 

Bel lerby 

Phalarope  sp. 

9 

1 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Watson 

Little  Gull 

23,24 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gul a  Jr. 

II 

4 

4-25 

10  reports 

Niagara  River 

Bonaparte  s  Gull 

28 

14,900 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

Iceland  Gul 1 

17F 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Bel lerby 

H 

23,25,26 

1,2,1 

M 

D'Anna, Galas  et  al 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

5F 

Niag.  Falls,  Ont 

Watson, Brock  et  al 

II 

19,23 

2,1 

R.  Moses  Power 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

25 

z 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D'Anna, Roberson  et  al 

H 

26 

L 

II 

Bel lerby 

Glaucus  Gul 1 

14F 

l 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

II 

19 

l 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Brock(BOS-GOS) 

Common  Tern 

12 

* 

Fort  Erie 

D'Anna, Watson  et  al 

II 

17L 

l 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

*Antic  Tern 

12-19 

-l 

Fort  Erie 

Gal  as, Watson  et  al 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr. 

4 

l 

Somerset  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

II 

13 

l 

Iroq.  NWR 

Watson 

II 

18-30 

2 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

II 

*Horned  Lark 

26 

1 

Fort  Niagara  SP 

Galas, Watson  et  al 

E.a.  aloestris 

10-11 

iOO(est) 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher,  Galas 

H 

15 

13 

Eden  Twp 

Andr 1 e 

II 

18 

20 

Somerset  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-30 

2 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

H 

23 

2 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp< f ) 

Eaton 

11 

*•>  +■ 

<£b 

■/\ 

0 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson  et  al 

II 

29 

1 

A1 fred  Twp 

Brooks 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-30 

12  reports 

throughout 

region 

Carol ina  Wren 

23 

1 

Crescent  Bch 

Humann 

II 

25 

2 

Queenston,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Winter  Wren 

25 

1 

Somerset  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

18 

1,2 

Porter , Lewiston 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3-19 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrlck 
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Name  pt.-Bird 

HfiYx 

Number, 

LQCatl.QIl 

Observer 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5,11 

11,15 

Sheridan  Twp 

Gula  Jr. 

N 

18 

5 

Hanover  Twp 

Gula  Jr. 

II 

26 

2 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Gal  as, Watson  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

25 

1 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

N.  Mockingbird 

5 

1 

Arkwright  Twp 

Gula  Jr 

u 

22 

9 

Lewiston, Porter 

W&H  Klabunde 

H 

27 

1 

Buffalo 

Humann 

H 

6  reports 

lake  plains 

American  Pipit 

19L 

1 

Fort  Erie 

Brock (BOS-GOS) 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

4,14 

15,2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

" 

7 

1 

N 

D'Anna 

Northern  Shrike 

22F 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WS 

Holmes 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

4 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Watson  et  al 

N 

23 

1 

Queenston,Ont 

Potter,DiTommaso 

Northern  Cardinal 

28 

55 

Rose  Hill  RdCf ) 

Axtel 1 

»Hi.ckci3sg,L 

16 

1 

E.  AuroraC f) 

Holmes,Ruhl 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

14 

2 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

Chipping  Sparrow 

14 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

25L 

1 

Prendergast  Pt 

Rew,  Buck 

Field  Sparrow 

14 

1 

Eden  Twp 

Andr 1 e 

N 

19-30 

1 

DarienCf ) 

Harper 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

3 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

ll 

2-25 

9  reports 

Southern  Tier 

&  Ft  Erie 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1-10 

1 

Belmont 

D&L  Burton 

II 

1-14 

1-3 

Wales(f) 

0.  Rosche 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

12-20 

70 

Rose  Hill  Rd 

Axtel 1 

Lapland  Longspur 

15 

1 

Eden  Twp 

Andr 1 e 

N 

18 

60 

Somerset  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

27 

A 

Z 

Jos.  Davis  SP 

W&M  Barber 

Snow  Bunting 

13 

1000 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

II 

26 

1000 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

ll 

27 

500 

Jos.  Davis  SP 

W&M  Barber 

ll 

4-27 

11  reports 

WNY 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

9 

2400 

We  1 1 sv 1 1 1 e 

V&R  Pitzrick 

E.  Meadowlark 

18 

•1 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

Rusty  Blackbird 

17 

1 

DarienCf ) 

Harper 

Brewer  s  Blackbird 

15 

1 

Eden  Twp 

Andr le, Rew  et  al 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

5  reports 

E  &  S  of  Bflo 

White-w.  Crossbill 

14F 

4 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

H 

19 

6 

B1  iss 

Junk  in 

Common  Redpol 1 

27 

1 

Jos.  Davis  SP 

W&H  Klabunde 

Pine  Siskin 

2-30 

1-55 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

M 

5,8,29 

45,35,1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

22 

50 

Beaver  Meadow  WS(f) 

Junk  in 

II 

5-30 

5  reports 

WNY 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2F, 15,29  11,9,21 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

3-30 

1-14 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

II 

14 

2 

Somerset  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

ll 

23-30 

2-8 

B1 iss(f ) 

Junk  in 

ll 

25 

2 

Beaver  Meadow  WS 

Junk  in 

Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids 

previously  recorded 

.  270 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue 

.  3 

Total  for  year  .  .  . 

.  273 
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Report  of  1989  Research  Project  -  Hawk  Migration  Intercept  Line  - 
Hamburg  to  east  of  Warsaw 


In  spite  of  the  poorest  possible  weather  for  hawk  migration  on 
five  of  the  six  Saturdays  selected  for  our  hawk  migration  project, 
we  had  good  to  adequate  coverage  on  most  of  the  weekends.  The  first 
Saturday,  March  25th,  was  a  good  day  -  all  14  stations  were  covered 
and  all  reported  some  hawks.  Total  for  the  day  was  522. 

Light  snow  borne  on  cold  northerly  winds  forced  the 
cancellation  of  the  watch  on  Saturday,  April  1st,  although  three 
parties  did  go  out  and  counted  21  hawks.  Sunday,  April  2nd,  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  flight  day  -  southerly  winds  combined  with  rising 
temperatures  -  and  several  parties  went  to  their  stations.  A  total 
of  470  hawks  were  observed,  354  flying  over  Station  #1,  the 
Pinehurst  School  watch  on  the  Lake  Erie  plain.  In  the  charts  below, 
I  have  set  forth  the  count  for  both  the  1st  and  2nd,  considering  it 
one  count  period. 

Raptors  found  the  adverse  winds,  overcast  sky  and  cool 
temperatures  of  April  8th  to  their  liking.  (Perhaps  we  should 
revise  our  thinking  concerning  the  conditions  that  make  a  good 
flight  day.)  Fortunately  these  conditions  didn’t  discourage  our 
watchers  either  for  this  was  our  best  day  both  in  numbers  observed 
(560)  and  in  rarities.  Two  Golden  Eagles,  one  at  #1  and  one  at  #5, 
were  observed  as  well  as  a  N.  Goshawk  at  #9,  a  Merlin  at  #1,  and  a 
total  of  ten  Osprey  from  five  stations.  Although  it  had  been 
decided  to  accept  all  reports  as  submitted  for  this  project,  a 
satisfactory  written  verification  was  received  for  each  of  the  birds 
requiring  verification. 

April  15th  was  a  rain  day.  There  was  good  coverage  but  five 
watches  reported  no  hawks  and  most  watchers  went  home  discouraged. 
Only  56  hawks  were  seen,  our  lowest  daily  total. 

Our  usual  luck  with  the  weather  persisted  on  the  22nd  but  for 
the  first  time  more  birds  were  reported  at  our  easternmost  watch 
than  were  reported  at  Pinehurst  -  34  vs.  33.  Hawks  observed  totaled 
194,  115  from  the  seven  eastern  stations. 

Heavy  overcast  skies,  scattered  showers  and  easterly  winds 
greeted  us  on  the  morning  of  April  29th,  the  last  day  of  our 
project,  a  day  some  of  our  watchers  thought  would  never  come.  The 
flight  pattern  differed  this  day  from  that  of  all  previous  days  in 
that  the  majority  of  the  birds  seen  were  over  the  seven  middle 
watches,  #5  through  #11.  Only  31  of  the  395  hawks  observed  were 
reported  from  the  other  seven  stations. 

Following  are  the  compilations  for  each  of  the  six  count  days,  a 
summary  of  the  total  number  of  hawks  seen  and  the  number  of  hours 
watched  on  each  day  at  each  of  the  stations,  and  a  species  summary. 

Abbreviations  used:  TV-Turkey  Vulture;  OS-Osprey;  BE-Bald 
Eagle;  NH-N.  Harrier;  SS-Sharp-sh.  Hawk;  CH-Cooper’s  Hawk;  NG-N . 
Goshawk;  RS-Red-sh.  Hawk;  BW-Broad-winged  Hawk;  RT-Red-tailed  Hawk; 
RL-Rough-legged  Hawk;  GE-Golden  Eagle;  AK-Am.  Kestrel;  ML-Merlin; 

UA,  UB ,  UF ,  UR-Un ident i f ied  Accipiter,  Buteo ,  Falcon,  Raptor. 
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Date  3/25/89  Temp  38-64F  Wind  SW  to  NW  8- 1 8nph  Sky:  Partly  cloudy  to  overcast. 


Watch#  12345 

TV  37  25  2  0  2 

BE  0  10  0  0 

NH  5  10  0  0 

SS  5  0  0  2  0 

CH  6  10  0  0 

RS  47  2  0  2  0 

RT  125  12  2  10  5 

RL  1  12  0  0  0 

AK  1  2  0  0  0 

UA  2  0  0  0  0 

UB  66  0  0  1  7 

UF  0  10  0  1 

UR  11  11  0  0  6 

Total  306  68  4  15  21 


6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

2  0  3  1  0  1  1 
0  0  0  0  0  0  0 
0  0  8  1  1  1  2 
0  0  0  0  2  1  0 
0  0  1  0  0  2  0 
1  0  0  1  0  0  0 
6  3  4  1  2  1  9 
10  3  12  13 
0  0  2  4  1  0  0 

3  0  0  1  0  0  0 
0  18  0  0  0  1  3 
0  2  0  0  0  0  1 
1  0  2  0  0  0  0 

14  23  23  10  8  8  19 


13 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

13 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

21 


14  Total 


1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


75 

1 

22 

11 

11 

53 

200 

24 

13 

6 

98 

5 

31 


10  550 


Date  4/  1/89  Teap  32-34P  Wind  NW,N  8- 12nph  Sky:  Snow  flurries  AM,  Cear  PM  4-6"  snow  on  ground. 


Watch#  1  2  3 

*N/C  *N/C 

TV  0  5  0 

NH  0  0  0 

RT  0  10 

RL  0  0  0 

AK  0  0  0 


4  5  6  7 

*N/C  *N/C  *N/C 

10  0  0 
2  0  0  0 

5  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

10  0  0 


8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

*N/C  *N/C  *N/C  *N/C  *N/C  *N/C 
0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

3  0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

1  0  0  0  0  0  0 

2  0  0  0  0  0  0 


Total  0  6  0  9  0  0  0  6  0  0  0  0  0  0 


Date  4/  2/89  Teop  34-55F  Wind  SSW  -  9-24iph  Sky:  Partly  Cloudy  to  Overcast. 


*N/C 

TV  280  4  2  0 

OS  1010 

BE  3000 

NH  3000 

SS  11  0  0  0 

CH  11  0  0  0 

NG  3000 

RS  7000 

RT  28  2  0  0 

RL  0000 

AK  6000 

UA  0000 

UB  1000 

UR  0100 

Total  354  7  3  0 


*N/C  *N/C  *N/C 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  1 

0  0  10  0 

0  0  10  0 

0  0  10  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  5  0  1 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  8  0  2 


*N/C  *N/C 

0  0  0  2  16 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  110 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  1  0  50 

0  0  0  1  1 

0  0  10  0 

0  0  0  1  0 

0  0  0  6  6 

0  0  2  0  7 

0  0  5  11  80 


Total 

6 

5 

6 
1 
3 

21 


304 

2 

3 
6 

12 

12 

4 
7 

87 

2 

7 

1 

13 

10 

470 


*N/C  -  Not  Covered 
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Date  4/  8/89  Temp  30-42F  Wind  MW,  NNE  or  N  Cain  to  8-12nph  Sky  overcast  to  partly  cloudy. 


Watch# 


10  11  12  13  14 


TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

UA 

OB 

UF 

UR 


106  32  2  1 

5  2  0  1 

0  0  0  0 

3  0  0  0 

16  2  1  1 

13  0  0  1 

0  0  0  0 

4  10  2 

0  0  0  0 

4?  18  0  1 

3  2  0  0 

10  0  0 

10  0  0 

10  0  0 

7  0  0  0 

12  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

7  10  0  0 


3  15  3  2  3  0 

0  10  10  0 
0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  1  0  2  3  1 

1  4  0  0  0  0 

1  1  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  1  0 

1  1  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

8  3  4  2  9  1 

1  1  2  4  2  0 

1  0  0  0  0  0 

0  2  0  2  2  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

2  0  1  0  0  0 

0  3  8  0  1  1 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

1  2  17  0  1  0 


5  2  3  32 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
2  0  0  2 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
2  5  1  12 
12  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
10  10 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  1 
0  0  11 
0  0  0  0 
0  7  0  4 


Total  226  67 


19  34  35  13  22  3  11  16 


6  52 


Total 

209 

10 

0 

14 

25 

16 

1 

9 

0 

113 

18 

o 

u 

9 

1 

11 

27 

0 

49 

514 


Date  4/15/89  Temp  4  2-52F  Wind  S  to  NW  3 - 1 2 m p h  Sky:  Rain  in  AM;  heavy  overcast,  showers  PM. 


Watch# 


TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

RT 

AK 

UA 

UB 

UR 


1 


2 


■) 


0<3 

u  u 


0 

s 

V 

9 

u 

0 

0 


2  3  4  5  6 

*N/C  m/C  *N/C 

1  0  0  0  0 

1  0  0  0  0 

1  0  0  0  0 

1  0  0.0  0 
1  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  1  0 

1  0  0  0  0 

3  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0 


7  8 

*N/C 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1  0 

2  0 


9  10  11 


12  13  14  Total 


0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
2  0  0  0 
2  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0 


0  0  4 

0  0  3 

0  0  1 

0  0  4 

0  0  23 

0  0  2 

0  0  4 

0  0  10 

0  0  2 

0  0  1 

0  0  2 


Total  38  9 

*N/C  -  Not  Covered 


56 
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Date:  4/22/89  Teap  34-42F  Kind  NE  to  NN  8-30nph  Sky:  Partly  cloudy  to  clear. 

Watch#  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

*N/C 

TV  1  5  0  0  7  3  1  1  7  0  11  7 

OS  3  0  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

NH  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0 

SS  19  1  0  0  4  1  1  0  0  0  2  0 

CH  5  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0  0 

RS  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

BN  1  4  0  1  1  0  1  0  0  0  0  1 

RT  0  3  0  0  3  2  0  2  2  0  2  7 

RL  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0  1  0 

AK  2  0  0  1  0  0  0  1  0  0  0  2 

UA  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1 

UB  0  1  0  0  0  0  2  0  1  0  0  5 

UR  1  0  0  0  0  0  2  0  0  0  0  11 

Total  33  15  0  2  16  6  7  5  11  0  17  34 

*N/C  -  Not  Covered 


13  14  Total 

9  12  64 

0  0  4 

2  0  3 

0  0  28 

0  0  6 

0  0  1 

0  0  9 

2  9  32 

0  0  2 

1  2  9 

0  0  2 

0  0  9 

0  11  25 

14  34  194 


Date:  4/29/89  Teiap  43-58F  Kind  ENE,SSE,SE  4-12mph 

Natch#  1234567 
*N/C  *N/C 


TV  0 

OS  0 

BE  0 

NH  0 

SS  6 

CH  0 

BN  0 

RT  0 

RL  0 

AK  0 

UB  0 

UR  0 

Total  6 


*N/C-  N  ot  Covered 


0  1 

0  1 

0  0 

0  0 

0  1 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  3 


0  6  3  0 

0  7  0  1 

0  10  0 

0  0  2  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0.  92  8  94 

0  10  1 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  3  0  6 

0  10  3 

0  103  13  105 


Sky:  Overcast 
8  9  10 


0  0  0 

2  0  1 

0  0  2 

4  0  0 

41  0  53 

3  0  0 

0  0  0 

1  0  0 

0  0  3 

0  0  1 

51  0  61 


11  12  13  14  Total 

1006  18 

1000  10 

0  0  0  0  1 

0  0  0  0  5 

0000  10 

0  0  0  0  5 

27  9  0  0  314 

0500  10 

2  0  0  0  2 

0  0  0  1  2 

0000  12 

0  0  0  1  6 

31  14  0  8  395 
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SUMMARY 


Watch# 

1 

2 

O 

0 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Hawks 

Total 

Hours 

3/25/89 

Hawks 

306 

68 

4 

15 

21 

14 

23 

23 

10 

8 

8 

19 

21 

10 

550 

Hours 

7:20 

6:00 

2:00 

4:00 

4:50 

4:40 

6:30 

5:30 

5:00 

4:00 

4:30 

6:00 

7:00 

4:40 

72:00 

4/1/89 

Hawks 

0 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

Hours 

0:00 

1:00 

0:00 

8:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

2:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

11:00 

4/2/89 

Hawks 

354 

7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

11 

80 

470 

Hours 

7:45 

3:00 

2:00 

0:00 

0:00 

0:00 

3:00 

0:00 

1:00 

0:00 

0:00 

5:00 

2:00 

7:25 

31:10 

4/8/89 

Hawks 

226 

67 

3 

7 

19 

34 

35 

13 

22 

3 

11 

16 

6 

52 

514 

Hours 

8:57 

6:00 

5:15 

9:00 

7:00 

5:30 

6:00 

3:30 

8:00 

5:00 

5:30 

4:45 

4:00 

6:50 

85:17 

4/15/89 

Hawks 

38 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

Hours 

2:45 

3:00 

0:00 

0:00 

5:15 

0:00 

6:00 

0:00 

3:00 

1:00 

1:50 

3:00 

2:00 

4:00 

31:50 

4/22/89 

Hawks 

33 

15 

0 

9 

it 

16 

6 

7 

5 

11 

0 

17 

34 

14 

34 

194 

Hours 

6:55 

4:00 

5:30 

8:00 

5:30 

5:00 

6:00 

3:00 

5:00 

0:00 

4:20 

6:00 

6:00 

9:10 

74:25 

4/29/89 

Hawks 

6 

0 

3 

0 

103 

13 

105 

51 

0 

61 

31 

14 

0 

8 

395 

Hours 

7:15 

0:00 

4:30 

0:00 

4:10 

5:00 

6:00 

6:15 

3:00 

4:00 

5:35 

6:00 

3:00 

7:05 

61:50 

Total 

Hawks 

963 

172 

13 

33 

160 

67 

182 

98 

49 

72 

67 

88 

52 

184 

2200 

Total 

Hours 

40:3? 

23:00 

19:15 

29:00 

26:45 

20:10 

33:30 

20:15 

25:00 

14:00 

21:45 

30:45 

24:00 

39:10 

367:32 

3/25/89 

4/1/89 

Species  Sumary 

4/2/83  4/8/89  4/15/89 

4/22/89  4/29/89 

Total 

Turkey  Vulture 

75 

6 

304 

209 

4 

64 

18 

680 

Osprey 

0 

0 

2 

10 

3 

4 

10 

29 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

N.  Harrier 

22 

5 

6 

14 

4 

3 

5 

59 

Sharp-sh .  Hawk 

11 

0 

12 

25 

23 

28 

10 

109 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

11 

0 

12 

16 

2 

6 

i; 

si 

52 

N,  Goshawk 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

53 

0 

7 

9 

0 

1 

0 

70 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

314 

323 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

200 

6 

87 

113 

4 

32 

10 

452 

Rou2h-legged  Hawk 

24 

1 

9 

U 

18 

0 

2 

2 

49 

Golden  Eagle 

0 

0 

0 

9 

U 

0 

0 

0 

2 

An,  Kestrel 

13 

V 

7 

9 

10 

9 

2 

53 

Merlin 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Unident.  Accipiter 

6 

0 

1 

11 

9 

U 

2 

0 

OO 

u  u 

Unident .  Buteo 

98 

0 

13 

27 

1 

9 

12 

160 

IJnident.  Falcon 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

Unident.  Raptor 

31 

0 

10 

49 

2 

25 

6 

123 

Total 

550 

21 

470 

514  ' 

58 

194 

395 

2200 
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The  Research  Committee  undertook  this  project  in  the  hope  that  we 
might  locate  the  paths,  other  than  those  along  the  Lake  Erie  plain, 
used  by  hawks  to  cross  our  area  on  their  way  to  Lake  Ontario.  Due  to 
the  inclement  weather  and  other  variables  such  as  incomplete  coverage 
on  some  days,  variation  in  the  number  of  hours  watched  and  in  the 
number  of  observers  at  the  various  lookouts,  we  were  unable  to 
produce  sufficient  scientific  data  from  which  to  draw  any  meaningful 
conclusions.  Nevertheless,  this  project  was  well  worth  the  time  and 
effort  put  into  it  by  so  many  of  our  members.  We  learned  that  raptors 
of  many  species  are  migrating  through  our  area  on  a  broad  front  to  the 
east  of  Lake  Erie.  Of  the  total  2200  hawks  observed,  1135  were 
reported  from  watches  #1  and  #2,  both  located  on  the  Lake  Erie  plain 
where  we  expected  the  majority  of  the  hawks  to  be  seen.  However, 
almost  as  many  hawks,  1065,  were  seen  over  the  ridges  and  through  the 
valleys  east  of  the  lake  plain.  We  may  not  have  found  a  major  flight 
lane  -  and  perhaps  there  is  none  -  but  we  have  learned  that  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  of  hawks  on  their  way  north  come  inland  and  not  along 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Where  did  the  hawks  we  counted  go?  I  obtained  reports  from  the 
Braddock  Bay  and  Grimsby  lookouts  and  hoped  that  we  could  trace  some 
of  the  rarities  at  least,  but  this  proved  not  to  be  the  case.  On 
March  25th  there  was  a  Bald  Eagle  sighted  at  #2  and  one  was  seen  that 
day  at  Grimsby  and  there  our  luck  ended.  On  April  8th  we  had  a  Golden 
Eagle  at  #1,  which  might  be  expected  to  go  to  Grimsby,  and  one  at  #5 
which  was  flying  northeast  directly  towards  Braddock  Bay.  No  Golden 
Eagles  were  reported  at  either  place  on  the  8th  or  9th.  We  had  three 
Bald  Eagles  on  April  2nd.  There  were  none  at  Braddock  or  Grimsby. 
Neither  of  our  Bald  Eagles  seen  on  the  15th  and  29th  appeared  at  the 
other  stations.  There  were  no  Merlins  reported  from  Braddock  or 
Grimsby  on  the  8th  or  9th  of  April  although  we  had  one  on  the  8th. 

We  saw  4  N.  Goshawks  on  April  2nd  but  again  none  were  reported  from 
the  Lake  Ontario  watches  on  that  day  or  the  next.  So  much  for  the 
rarities  -  how  about  large  numbers  of  the  more  common  migrants? 

Let’s  start  with  Turkey  Vultures.  On  April  2nd  we  counted  304  and 
on  April  8th,  209.  On  April  2nd  there  were  30  TVs  at  Grimsby  and  none 
at  Braddock  which  may  not  have  been  covered  on  the  2nd  and  3rd.  On 
the  8th  Grimsby  reported  87  and  Braddock  101.  From  this  it  would 
appear  that  179  of  our  April  2nd  TVs  are  unaccounted  for  and  of  those 
on  April  8th,  21  are  missing. 

On  two  days  we  counted  10  Ospreys  -  April  8th  and  April  29th. 

There  were  no  Ospreys  at  Braddock  and  only  3  at  Grimsby  on  the  8th. 

On  the  29th  there  were  no  Ospreys  reported  from  either  Braddock  or 
Grimsby.  Where  did  these  raptors  go? 

The  Lake  Ontario  lookouts  reported  Buteos  in  better  numbers  than 
we  did  on  our  watch  days  and  perhaps  the  birds  we  saw  are  included  in 
their  numbers. 

Another  question  raised  by  our  study:  Why  were  there  practically 
no  hawks  at  the  three  easternmost  and  three  westernmost  watches  on 
April  29th  when  there  were  good  flights  over  the  middle  watches?  The 
winds  were  easterly  and  we  might  expect  the  birds  to  be  carried  to  the 
west.  Where  could  they  have  started  from  to  hit  just  the  territory 
between  #5  and  #11?  Was  it  wind  direction,  time  of  year,  hawk  species 
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(mostly  Broadwings )  or  some  other  reason  that  created  this  odd 
pattern?  On  this  same  day,  April  29th,  Braddock  Bay  Raptor  Research 
Center  conducted  a  program  as  part  of  its  ’’Weekend  Hawkwatch"  wherein 
volunteers  manned  five  sites  at  East  Bloomfield,  Geneseo,  Geneva, 
Dansville  and  Corning  in  an  attempt  to  find  the  lines  of  flight  of 
northbound  hawks.  Four  migrants  were  seen  at  Corning,  23  at  Dansville 
and  none  at  the  remaining  three  sites.  Apparently  our  395  hawks  did 
not  come  from  the  southeast. 

Many  additional  questions  will  come  to  mind  as  you  study  the 
charts  and  perhaps  if  there  are  others  who  find  this  study  as 
fascinating  and  mystifying  as  I  do,  we  can  spend  a  few  minutes 
at  some  meeting  discussing  our  findings.  I  am  aware  that  the  "never 
agains”  outnumber  the  "can’t  wait  till  next  years"  among  our  watchers 
and,  therefore,  there  are  no  plans  to  continue  the  project  at  this 
time.  Perhaps  as  the  memory  of  the  cold,  wet  days  of  last  spring 
fades  and  thoughts  of  what  a  warm,  dry  season  full  of  southwesterly 
winds  might  bring  surface,  we  will  reconsider  and  make  another 
attempt  to  unravel  some  of  the  mysteries  of  the  hawk  migration 
through  our  region. 

Fifteen  reports  for  non-target  days  were  received,  thirteen  of 
them  from  the  lake  plain  and  only  three  from  inland  stations,  not  enougl 
to  be  of  any  real  value  to  this  project.  However,  the  records  themselv( 
are  of  interest.  There  were  822  hawks  reported,  595  at  #1,  from  five 
days,  163  at  #2  from  four  days,  34  from  #3  for  three  days,  16  from  #5  oi 
one  day,  10  from  #9  on  one  day  ar d  4  from  #14  on  one  day.  Counted  amonj 
these  hawks  were  three  Merlins  and  one  Bald  Eagle.  The  reports  for  thes< 
days  have  been  placed  in  the  project  file  and  are  available  to  anyone 
interested  in  reviewing  them. 

Many  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the  Research  Committee  and 
to  the  many  B.O.S.  members  and  friends  who  gave  so  generously  of  their 
time  to  this  project.  Frances  M.  Rew ,  50  Kenton  Place,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


Project  Participants:  Robert  Andrle,  Robert  Brock,  Lois  Buck,  Bruce 
Chilton,  Dick  Christensen,  Richard  Collons,  Ed  Crohn,  William  D ’ Anna , 
Joe  DiDomenico,  Marian  Dornhaf fer ,  Mike  Galas,  John  Henderson,  Kathy 
Hentz,  Jane  Heyer,  Alec  Humann,  Morgan  Jones,  Marty  Junkin,  Ron  Lange, 
Betsy  Potter,  Fran  Rew,  Gerry  Rising,  Don  Roberson,  Bethany  Robson, 
Mary  Saville,  Art  Schaffner,  Ellen  Schopp,  Sharon  Sisti,  Mary  Smith, 
Mary  Ann  Stegineieer,  John  Thill,  Barbara  Walker,  Bill  Watson,  Ruth 
Williams  and  Mike  Zebehazy. 
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Iroquois  Refuge  Field  Trip 
October  22,  1989 

On  a  mild  and  partly  sunny  day  18  members  visited  the  area  once  known  as  the 
"Alabama  Swamps".  Good  birding  at  the  turf  farms  along  the  way  halted  the  trip  for 
an  hour.  This  area  includes  the  lawn  grass  crop  near  the  intersection  of 
Goodrich  and  County  Line  Road  (North  of  Clarence  Center)  and  the  fields  for  a  half 
mile  west  of  the  intersection.  The  latter  area  has  upland  sandpipers  in  the  summer, 
while  the  turf  area  is  good  for  migrating  shorebirds.  Species  which  found  there 
included  horned  lark,  meadowlarks,  water  pipit,  killdeer,  redwing,  tow  northern 
harriers  and  a  rough- legged  hawk. 

Along  the  Ditch  Road  approach  to  the  Refuge  were  a  red-bellied  woodpecker,  25 
rusty  blackbirds,  a  ruby-crowned  kinglet,  and  a  turkey  vulture,  one  of  only  four 
seen.  In  the  refuge  we  learned  that  waterfowl  hunting  instruction  was 
taking  place  at  12  blinds,  but  which  were  remote  from  the  viewing  places.  This  may 
have  actually  increased  concentration  at  the  latter  places. 

At  Cayuga  Pool  the  most  abundant  waterfowl  were  1000  American  wigeon,  500  coot 
and  600  Canada  geese.  Others  were  9  Gadwal 1 ,  3  Shovelers,  several  wood  ducks  and 
several  pied-bill  grebes.  An  American  bittern  was  in  the  reeds.  An  immature  bald 
eagle  appeared  over  the  distant  trees,  the  only  eagle  seen  that  day.  Viewing  at 
Cayuga  Pool  has  improved  this  year  because  of  fewer  cattails  and  more  open  water 
near  the  parking  lot. 

Sour  Springs  Road  produced  a  bluebird,  both  species  of  yellowlegs  and  the 
resident  kestrel.  At  Mallard  Overlook  were  ruddy  ducks,  hooded  mergansers, 
green-winged  teal,  black  ducks,  one  bufflehead,  ringneck  duck,  mallard,  pintaiKall 
in  small  quantity)  and  600  Canada  geese.  Over  the  pond  flew  an  accipiter  (Cooper  s 
Hawk?)  and  in  the  shallows  stood  one  great  egret. 

A  check  of  the  field  of  winter  wheat  on  FI etcher-Chape  1  Road  failed  to  produce 
anything  like  the  40  black-bellied  plovers  and  4  Lapland  longspurs  seen  there 
October  8.  Nevertheless  it  was  pronounced  a  good  bird  trip,  with  over  50  species 
seen  and  which  generated  a  few  lively  discussions  on  identification. 

Bill  Burch  &  Art  Schaffner 


CONSERVATION 

One  remarkably  easy  way  for  the  amateur  field  birder  to  make  a  contribution  of 
the  study  of  birds,  is  to  report  any  sightings  of  wing  or  leg  tagged  birds.  Below 
are  two  requests  for  information  quoted  from  the  Orni thol ooical  Newsletter. 

"Adult  and  Juvenile  Common  Loons  have  been  color  marked  at  Seney  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Michigan,  since  1988.  Colored  plastic  leg  bands  (green,  yellow, 
red,  blue,  white)  were  used  in  various  combinations  on  both  legs,  and  in  1989  red 
wing  tags  were  placed  on  adult  right  wings.  Wing  tags  may  be  visible  only  from  the 
underside  during  wing  stretches.  Anyone  observing  color  marked  Common  Loons  is 
asked  to  note  the  date,  location,  association  with  other  loons,  positions  of  colored 
and  aluminum  bands,  and  presence  of  wing  tags  and  to  notify:  David  Evers, 
Kalamazoo,  MI  49007  and  the  Bird  Banding  Lab,  Laurel,  MD  20708." 
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"Watch  for  hundreds  of  American  Goldfinches,  House  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  that 
are  being  color  banded  in  southern  Quebec.  Observers  of  birds  wearing  metal  FWS 
bands  in  combination  with  1-3  color  bands  (orange,  white,  red,  light  green,  dark 
green,  light  blue,  yellow,  mauve,  and  dark  violet-blue)  are  invited  to  note  the  name 
of  the  species,  location,  date,  age  and  sex  if  possible,  and  the  exact  combination 
of  bands  on  each  leg,  and  report  their  observations  to  Raymond  McNeil,  Department  de 
Sciences  Biologiques,  University  de  Montreal,  C.P.  6128,  Succ.  "A",  Montreal, 
Quebec,  Canada  H3C  3J7  and  the  Canadian  or  U.S.  Bird  Banding  Office." 

Roberta  McDonald 

******** 

Membership  News 

Congratulations  to  the  following: 

Citation  Member  Wavel  H.  Barber 
Citation  Member  William  Burch 
Citation  Member  William  D'Anna 
Fellow  Robert  Brock 
Fellow  Arthur  Schaffner 

Correction  to  the  Membership  Directory:  Diane  Christman  should  be  Diane  Chrisman. 

Please  note  the  following  changes  of  address: 

Peggy  Daniels  Clukey,  24  Hetzel  Rd,  Willi amsv i 1 1 e ,  NY  14221. 

Mike  Zebehazy  s  telephone  number:  662-6987 
Edward  Fessler  -  Zip  code  32119 

Doug  Happ,  6775  Vail  Dr,  Hamburg,  NY  14075  -  Tel.  649-1297 

Dave  Keller,  7050  Old  State  Rd.  Bergen,  NY  14416  -  Tel.  (716)  5548-7522. 

Rev.  Ray  Prybis,  St.  Joseph  Church,  251  East  Main  Street,  Dallastown,  PA  17313. 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street 
(corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Cancellations  due  to  weather  conditions  will  be  aired  on  the 

following  radio  stations:  WGR  550  &  WBEN  970. 
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******** 

HELD  TRIES 


February  4: 


February  25: 


March  1 1 : 


Sunday.  Waterfowl  on  River  or  to  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Meet  at  8 
AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892). 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti 
or  at  9:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6 
mi.  upriver  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan 
(1-416-834-7541)  &  Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at 
8:30  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna 
(1-731-4348). 


March  24:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring 

waterfowl.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  Citibank  in  Transitown  Plaza  (SE 
Corner)  Main  &  Transit. 

April  8:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count-Please  note  this  is  a  change  from 

previously  announced  dates! 


May  20:  Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dlal-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 


******** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  9  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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THE  MONTH:  December  1989 

Those  poor  half  -  hardies !  Encouraged  by  a  series  of  mild  winters,  those  origi¬ 
nally  more  southern  species  like  cardinals,  mockingbirds,  titmice,  and  Carolina 
Wrens  after  struggling  through  a  difficult  November  were  now  punished  severely  by  a 
bitterly  cold  December.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month,  17.4°F,  was  more 
than  11°  below  average.  A  temperature  indicator  called  heating  degree  days,  calcu¬ 
lated  and  so-named  because  it  provides  useful  information  to  heating  fuel  suppliers, 
represents  temperature  decrements  from  65°F  taken  hourly  through  the  month  (and 
finally  divided  by  24) :  for  December  this  measure  was  31%  above  (worse  than) 
average!  On  only  five  days  did  the  temperature  rise  above  freezing  and  on  14  days 
the  minimum  was  below  10°  —  on  the  23rd  -2°  and  the  27th  -4°.  Although  total 
precipitation  for  the  month,  2.3  inches  (representing  35  inches  of  snow),  was  an 
inch  below  average;  it  snowed  on  every  day  except  the  9th.  Through  the  14th  this 
left  little  ground  cover,  but  falls  of  4.5  inches  on  that  day  followed  by  almost  10 
the  next  and  another  3.5  on  the  17th  piled  up  over  a  foot  of  snow.  Snow  depth  on 
the  ground  from  the  15th  to  the  end  of  the  month  never  fell  below  6  inches.  At 
least  the  wind  wasn't  as  punishing  as  in  November:  on  only  five  days  did  the  average 
wind  speed  rise  to  between  15  and  20  mph:  on  the  2nd,  3rd,  20th,  25th,  and  26th. 

What  was  the  result  of  this  protracted  period  of  harsh  weather?  Answers  derived 
from  this  month's  records  are  mixed.  Here  are  some  BOS  Christmas  Count  data  from 
the  1980s  to  place  this  year's  December  17th  count  in  perspective: 


GROUP 

1989 

1980s 

Average 

1989  vs 
Average 

1980s 

Maximum 

1980s 

Minimum 

Waterfowl 

23084 

19471 

+18% 

31030 

9926 

Hawks 

154 

115 

+  34% 

205 

61 

Gulls 

11507 

15151 

-24% 

38542 

3758 

Woodpeckers 

86 

102 

-16% 

169 

58  ; 

Tits, Wrens, Kinglets 

348 

403 

-14% 

626 

251  j 

Sparrows  and  Allies 

1077 

877 

+23% 

1643 

297 

Blackbirds 

114 

105 

+9% 

302 

24 

Finches 

391 

366 

+7% 

624 

253 

All  Native  Passerines 

2881 

2441 

+18% 

3265 

1424 
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Bill  Bogacki ' s  characterization  of  this  count  as  "average"  fits  well  with  these 
data.  No  maximums  or  minimums  for  the  decade  are  to  be  found,  but  overall  numbers 
of  perching  birds  are  up.  The  reduction  in  gulls  is  probably  related  directly  to 
the  earlier  than  usual  build-up  of  ice  in  the  Niagara  River  especially  below  the 
falls  where  the  ice  bridge  formed  at  a  record  early  date.  (The  ice  boom  in  Lake 
Erie  also  went  in  early,  on  December  7,  in  response  to  the  water  temperature  drop¬ 
ping  below  39°. )  By  the  end  of  the  month  gull  numbers  were  declining  still  further 
with  the  number  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  very  low.  The  record  of  less  common  gulls  this 
year  with  those  of  the  most  recent  four  Decembers  is  not  too  bad  in  light  of  this 
drop  off: 

Franklin's  Gull:  absent  this  year,  1  on  the  1st  in  1986 
Little  Gull:  5  reports  this  year,  average  but  fewer  individuals 
Common  Black -headed  Gull:  absent,  reported  in  1987  and  1985 
Iceland  Gull:  4  reports,  down  from  10  last  year,  but  average 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  1  report,  reported  3  of  4  previous  years 
Glaucous  Gull:  5  reports,  above  average 

Black- legged  Kittiwake:  absent,  reported  all  month  only  last  year 

The  raptor  record  for  the  month  is  also  mixed.  The  12  Rough- legged  Hawks  on  the 
BOS  Christmas  Census  is  unmatched  since  1960,  and  is  surpassed  only  once:  in  1948 
when  a  remarkable  27  were  recorded.  Accipiters  were  also  here  in  good  numbers  with 
sharpies  setting  a  BOS  Christmas  Count  all-time  record  of  9.  The  Bald  Eagle 
returned  to  the  lower  Niagara  River  late  in  the  month.  But  where  are  last  year's 
Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls?  The  only  reports  for  these  birds  in  December  are 
the  total  of  four  individuals  on  the  BOS  Christmas  Count. 

The  passerine  record  contains  some  interesting  highlights,  many  of  them  from  bird 
feeders.  Of  particular  interest  in  this  regard  are  the  many  records  from  Ray 
Budniewski  of  Sheridan,  whom  Terry  Moser  refers  to  as  "The  Bird  Magnet."  Among  the 
many  birds  reported  by  Ray  and  his  wife  Chris  from  their  feeders  in  December  are  a 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  on  the  28th  and  61  (!)  Blue  Jays  on  the  29th.  For  sheer  numbers 
only  Harold  Axtell's  130+  American  Robins  and  65+  Northern  Cardinals  at  his  feeders 
in  Fort  Erie  are  in  the  same  class.  Two  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  remained,  one 
found  by  Gordon  Bellerby  at  Niagara-on- the-Lake  and  one  visiting  the  Klabundes' 
feeder  in  Lewiston.  Other  notable  feeder  records  include  a  Yellow- throated  Warbler 
early  in  the  month  in  Dunkirk,  an  Ovenbird  at  Bruce  Johnson' s  Feeder  in 
Williamsville  that  died  after  struggling  through  the  7th,  and  a  Dickcissel  through 
the  middle  of  the  month  at  Linda  Holmes'  feeder  in  East  Aurora. 

One  other  feeder  record  deserves  note  even  though,  as  an  almost  certain  escaped 
bird,  it  does  not  make  it  into  BOS  records.  This  is  Bill  Burch's  observation  of  a 
Budgerigar  on  Grand  Island  on  December  30th.  I  quote  from  his  comments  with  his 
permission: 

The  interesting  feature  about  this  "budgie"  is  that  it  has  been  coming  to  a 
West  River  feeder  since  May  1989....  It  associates  with  a  flock  of  about  50 
House  Sparrows  at  the  feeder  and  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  behind  the  house.... 

Mrs.  Lenehan  [at  whose  feeder  the  bird  has  been  found]  says  the  bird  is 
aggressive,  even  toward  the  Blue  Jays  occasionally... .  This  Budgerigar  is 
predominantly  blue,  otherwise  resembling  the  one  shown  on  page  231  of  the 
National  Geographic  handbook....  Mrs.  Lenehan  has  checked  with  all  the 
neighbors.  None  are  harboring  the  bird  (as  during  night  time)  and  none  of 
them  released  it. 

And  finally,  what  of  the  incursions  from  the  north  expected  on  the  basis  of  those 
encouraging  earlier  fall  records?  First  the  bad  news:  not  one  Snowy  Owl  is 
reported.  Only  single  Bohemian  Waxwings  appeared,  one  early  and  one  late  in  the 
month,  both  near  the  lower  Niagara  River  and  there  are  only  three  Northern  Shrike 
records.  On  the  other  hand  good  counts  of  Lapland  Longspurs  (25  maximum)  and  Snow 
Buntings  (100  maximum)  are  recorded.  Among  the  winter  finches  Pine  Siskins  and 
Evening  Grosbeaks  reappeared  after  their  virtual  absence  last  year  and  4  Common 
Redpolls  are  recorded  on  the  BOS  Christmas  Count.  Steve  Eaton  reports  50  siskins  in 
a  "food  frenzy  on  hemlock  cones”  on  December  3  in  Carrol ton.  The  major  incursion, 
however,  was  that  of  white- winged  Crossbills:  best  of  a  number  of  counts  was  60+  by 
Ray  Budniewski  in  Charlotte  on  the  30th.  —  G.  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.Q.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


toe,  oi  Bird 
Red-throated  Loon 
Common  Loon 
Pied-bi 1  led  Grebe 
Horned  Grebe 

li 

M 

II 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 
Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 
Tundra  Swan 
Mute  Swan 

Snow  Goose 
Green-w.  Teal 
Northern  Shove ler 
Redhead 

Ring-neck.  Duck 

li 

Black  Scoter 

M 

Surf  Scoter 
White-w.  Scoter 

H 

N 

Bald  Eagle 
Northern  Harrier 

N 

II 

3harp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper  s  Hawk 
Rough- leg.  Hawk 

Purple  Sandpiper 
Dunl in 
Little  Gull 
Bonaparte  s  Gul 1 
Iceland  Gul 1 

II 


Dec. 

Number 

1-14 

1 

8,9 

1,2 

1,9 

1,3 

2 

1 

2 

✓V 

8 

5 

16 

2 

4 

1 

13 

2 

30 

4 

2,10 

1 

22 

1 

8,30 

1,1 

29 

1 

30 

1 

9,10 

3,2 

23,29 

1,1 

2 

17 

9,23 

5-6,5 

23 

5 

r* 

75 

9 

3 

9,28 

32,2 

30 

1 

1 

1 

9 

a* 

0 

12 

1 

1-31 

12  reports 

1-31 

7  reports 

9 

5 

5-30 

Max.  count 

2 

2 

30 

1 

2-31 

5  reports 

2,23 

10,800,  42 

2 

1 

2,3,9 

l.i.i 

Location 
Niag-on-Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 

II 

Bird  Is.  Pier 
Niagara  Fal  Is 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Ft  Erie,  Ont 
Niag-on-Lake 
Grand  Island 
LaSal le  Pk,Bf lo 
Dunkirk  Harbor 

M 

M 

Ft  Niagara  SP 
Ft  Erie,  Ont 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niag-on-Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 

H 

Niag-on-Lake 
Ft  Erie,  Ont 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Youngstown 
Pomfret  Twp 
L.  Ont.  Plain 
Wales 

throughout  region 
throughout  region 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Niagara  Fal ls,0nt . 
Niagara  Fal Is 
Niagara  River 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 
Niagara  Falls 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 


Observer 

Bel lerby 

Gal  as, Mosher  et  al 
Mosher  et  al 
Watson 
Humann 

Galas,  Rising 

Watson 

Humann 

Bel lerby 

Burch 

Watson 

Mosher 

Mosher ,Sundel  1 
Mosher 

Watson, Galas  et  al 

Humann, Andrle  et  al 

Moshers 

Bel lerby 

Mosher 

Mosher  et  al 
Bel lerby 
Humann 
Mosher 

Watson, Galas  et  a! 
Mosher 

D'Anna  et  al 
0.  Rosche 


Humann 

D'Anna  et  al 
Watson, Galas  et  a) 

Bel lerby 
D  Anna 

D'Anna,D&D  Suggs. Humann 
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Hama.-Si . Bird 

Numbg.f. 

location 

Observer 

L.  Black-b.  Gul 1 

3 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

D'Anna  et  al 

Glaucous  Gul 1 

2-31 

5  reports 

Niagara  R.&  Dunkirk  Harbor 

*Black-leo.  Kittiwake 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna  et  al 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr. 

29 

1 

Sheridan  Twp.(f) 

R&C  Budniewski 

II 

1-31 

11  reports 

E  &  N  of  Buffalo 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

1-23 

1 

Niag.-on-the-Lake(f ) 

Bel lerby 

0 

19,20 

1 

Lewiston 

W&H  Klabunde 

Northern  Flicker 

23 

6 

Lewiston&Porter  Twps. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Horned  Lark 

16 

70 

Cambria  Twp. 

D  Anna,  Potter 

II 

oo 

CtC, 

25 

Amity  Twp. 

V&R  Pitzrick 

E.a.  alnestris 

1,2 

100(est.),50  Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Blue  Jay 

29 

61 

Sheridan  Twp.(f) 

R&C  Budniewski 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-30 

5  reports 

throughout  region 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-31 

23  max. 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

ii 

1-31 

Max  count  7 

throughout  region 

Carol ina  Wren 

1? 

1 

Lake  Erie  3P 

Gul a  Jr. 

Winter  Wren 

9 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D  Anna  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

9 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

4 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Gul a  Jr . 

M 

9 

3 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Newel  1 

Hermit  Thrush 

10 

1 

Arkwright  Twp. 

Gula  Sr . ,R.  Budniewski 

M 

1? 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Gul a  Jr. 

American  Robin 

17-31 

130 

Rose  Hi  1 1  Rd,  Ont . 

Axtel 1 

8  Several  reports  Max  count 

throughout  region 

N.  Mockingbird 

6 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

II 

6 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

H 

9 

other  reorts 

N.  of  Buffalo 

Bohemian  Waxwina 

& 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is, Ont . 

D'Anna  et  al 

ii 

A  A 

1 

Lewiston 

Rising, Cooper 

Northern  Shrike 

9 

1 

Jos.  Davis  3P 

D'Anna  et  al 

il 

10 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ii 

12 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Cooper 

Yeilow-r.  Warbler 

6 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

M 

17 

1 

Lake  Erie  SP 

Gula  Jr . 

11 

A. 

1 

Eima  Twp. 

Galas,  Collins 

M 

31 

6 

Lake  Erie  SP 

D&D  Sucigs 

*Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

6 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Mosher , Go Iders 

ii 

*■» 

i 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

D  Anna 

it 

6 

i 

1 

Dunkirk  Twp. 

Mosher, Galas  Risino  et  al 

Ovenbird 

LI 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le 

Johnson 

Northern  Cardinal 

1-31 

65-*- 

Rose  Hill  Rd.(f ) 

Axtel 1 

Dickcissel 

2,19 

1 

E.  Aurora(f) 

Holmes 

ii 

o 

1 

E.  Aurora(f) 

D'Anna  et  al 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

8-24 

1-3 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

ii 

28 

1 

Sheridan  Twp.(f) 

R&C  Budniewski 

Chipping  Sparrow 

4L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1 

DarienCf ) 

Harper 

Swamp  Sparrow 

10,15 

1,1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  Andrle 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

N 

A  A 

13 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Watson, D'Anna 

Lapland  Lonyspur 

1.2 

20-25,5-6 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

ii 

27 

y 

6 

Strykersvi 1 le 

W&M  Barber 

Snow  Bunting 

1-23 

6  reports 

throughout  WNY 

100  max. 
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ame  of  Bird 

Dec, 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

!ed-w.  Blackbird 

6,12 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

.'ommon  Grackle 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas 

irown-h.  Cowbird 

17 

130 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

H 

12-31 

Max. count  4 

Buffalo  area 

'urple  Finch 

4,24 

1,1 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pi tzrick 

u 

17 

3 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

N 

18-31 

9 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

II 

19-31 

5+ 

Wales(f) 

0.  Rosche 

ftite-w.  Crossbill 

17 

34 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

II 

17,23 

15,25 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Gula  Jr. 

u 

30 

9 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

30 

60 

Charlotte  Twp. 

R.  Budniews 

Pine  Siskin 

2-31 

10  reports 

throughout  region 

Ivening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

6  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  . 

. 273 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this 

issue  . 

Total  for  year  .  .  . 

. 275 

i&ne.Qf  Bird 

BaLk. 

Number 

ADDENDA 

1989 

location 

Observer 

3road-w.  Hawk 

Mar.  26 

1 

Hamburg  Twp 

Humann 

tose-br.  Grosbeak 

Jan.  26 

1 

So.  Dayton 

Schaf fner 

tose-br.  Grosbeak 

Mar.  13 

1 

Grand  Island 

Burch,  Becher 

Tlav-col.  SDarrow 

May  19 

1 

Jos.  Davis  SP 

P  &  D  Hess 

Orchard  Oriole 

May  27 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Cohen  et  al 

1YP0THETICAL 

lame  of  Bird 

Date, 

1989 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

lagnif.  Frigatebird 

Jun.  8 

1 

Athol  Springs 

ODay  et  al 

The  Research  Committee  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  has  selected  the 
following  dates  for  our  future  annual  bird  counts: 

1990-  April  8;  May  20;  October  14. 

1991-  April  14;  May  19;  October  13. 

1992-  April  12;  May  17;  October  11. 

1993-  April  4;  May  16:  October  10. 

Please  mark  your  calendars  and  plan  to  participate.  Compilers  will  be  listed  in 
the  field  trip  schedule  as  the  dates  arrive. 
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■Organizational  Activities" 

ORGANIZATIONAL  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  cold  weather.  It  was  windy  and  cold 
in  the  morning  and  *  afternoon.  There  were  41  participants 

in  the  Buffalo  circle .  species  were  counted;  46,090  individuals  were 

reported  in  the  16  territories. 


Facts  and  figures  of  the  61  st  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below; 
Date :  December  1 7  >  ^  989 

Area :  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River 

and  adjacent  territory  -  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie 
and  Buffalo. 


Weather :  Morning  was  clear  .  ,  the  afternoon  was  partly  cloudy  with  light  snow. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  1 5  ( F )  to  an  afternoon 

high  of  18  #  (F)  ,  with  winds  from  the  W-SW  at  15-10mph.  The  Niagara 
River  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  about  eight  inches. 


Coverage :  Forty-one  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  6:00  a.m.  to 

5:30  p.m.  Party-hours  werel34.2£(47.75~on  foot  and  72,5”  by  car),  plus  17,5 
hours  at  feeders  and  7,0  hours  owling.  Party-miles  were8f3.2  (fQ.S'on  foot 
and  767-7  by  car). 


Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 


A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 

M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle,  James 
Gregory.  43  species;  9668  individuals. 


B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to 

the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Barbara 
Byron.  33  species ; 5209  individuals. 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road. 

Wavel  Barber,  Maxine  Barber,  Arthur  bcnaffner.  28  species ,  i22o 
individuals . 


D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  wesst 

to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett ,  Ellen  Schoop., 
Alec  Humann.  46  species;  3725  individuals. 


E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and 

Niagara  River.  Harold  Axtell,  Blayne  Farnan,  Drew  Campbell,  Robert 
Sommervil  le,  Brad  Clements,  MArcya  Foster.  42  species;  2047  individuals. 


F.  Niagara 
Falls: 


Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.  Pine  Ave .  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara 
River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road. 

Ed  Crohn,  Karen  Renning ,  Helen  Renning.  15  species;  5204  individuals. 
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Organizational  Activities"  cont . 


Report  of  the  61  st  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 


G.  North  Military  Rd.  southwest  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 

Tonawanda:  northeast  to  area  boundary.  Willie  D*Anna,  Anna  Bauer,  Tom  Insalaco, 

Betsy  Potter,  Don  Roberson.  43  species;  2252  individuals. 


H.  Tonawanda;  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y. State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 

east  to  area  boundary.  Mike  Galas, 

Gerald  Rising  and  ,  William  Watson.  40  species; 

2917  individuals. 


J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River* 

Ronald  Lange,  Edward  Crohn.  28  species;  2716'  individuals. 


K.  Grand 
Island; 


West  of  Stony  Point  Rd. ,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara 
River.  Kathy  Hentz *  Bethany  Robson.  23  species;  802  individuals. 


L.  Grand 
Island: 


Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stony  Point  Rd. 
west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch.  27  species ;  101 1  individuals. 


M.  Grand 
Island: 


East  of  Stony  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara 
River.  Mike  Zebehazy,  Tom  Harper.  41  species;  994  individuals. 


N.  Grand 
Island: 


Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  Niagara 
River.  Robert  Brock,  David  Cooper.  30  species;  2841  individuals. 


0.  Grand 
Island: 


Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the 
Niagara  River.  Julia  Wells.  23  species;  456  individuals. 


P.  Grand 
Island: 


Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Merle  Malone, 

42  species; 3047  individuals. 


Q.  Grand 
Island: 


South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Bill  Bogacki ,  Dick 
Christensen.  25  species; 5788  individuals. 


Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  letters  in  parentheses 

indicate  the  territories  where  the  birds  were  found,  in  those 
cases  where  they  were  reported  from  three  or  fewer  territories. 


Common  Loon-1 (J) 

Horned  Grebe  -  1  (A) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  9 
Tundra  Swan  -  4  (0) 

.Brant-1  (D) 

Canada  Goose  -  1770  Highest  ever 

Am.  Black  Duck  -  150 

Mallard  -  2578 
Mallard  hybrid  -  6 
Gadwall  -  31  (A)  (G) 


Redhead  -  17 
Greater  Scaup  -  418 

Lesser  Scaup  -  12  (D)(K)(Q) 

Oldsquaw  -  14  (A)(G)(P) 

^hite-winged  Scoter-  2  (M) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  2278 
Bufflehead  -  221 

Hooded  Merganser  -2  (A)(G) 


American  Wigeon  -  17  (A) 
Canvasback  -  7408 


Common  Merganser  -  7523 
Red-breasted  Merganser  -  427 

duck,  sp.  -  200 
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"Organizational  Activities"  cont. 


Report  of  the  61  st  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 

North.  Flicker  -  9 

Northern  Harrier  -  5  Horned  Lark  -30  (C)(E) 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk  -  9  - Highest  ever  Blue  Jay  -  361 


Cooper's  Hawk  -  3 

Red-tailed  Hawk  -  88 

Rough-legged  Hawk  -  12 

Am.  Kestrel  -  37 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  6  (D)(G) 

Am.  Coot  -  2  (J) 

Little  Gull  -  1  (A) 

Bonaparte's  Gull  -  2760 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  1777 
Herring  Gull  -  6726 

Lesser  Bl. -backed  Gull  -1  (A) 

Great  Black-bk.  Gull  -  242 

Rock  Dove  -  1693 
Mourning  Dove  -  .3 38 
Screech  Owl  -11 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  _  8 

Long-eared  Owl  -  3  (E) 

Short-eared  Owl-  1  (D) 

North.  Saw-whet  Owl  -  1  (E) 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  8 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  4  (B)(E)(K) 

Downy  Wdpkr.  -  66 

Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  7 


Am.  Crow  -  238 

Black-capped  Chickadee  -  263 

Tufted  Titmouse  -  6 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  13 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  -  34 
Brown  Creeper  -  7 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  25 
Hermit  Thrush  -  1  (C) 

Am.  Robin  -  223 
N.  Mockingbird  -  6 
Brown  Thrasher  -  1  (J) 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  90  (G)(P) 

N.  Shrike  -  1  (C) 

European  Starling  -  4002 

N.  Cardinal  -  321  Highest  ever 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow  -  446 

Song  Sparrow  -  30 


White-thr.  Sparrow  -  59 

Dark-eyed  Junco  -  194 
Snow  Bunting  -  27  (E) 
Red-w.  Blackbird  -  7 

E.  Meadow  Lark  -  6 
Common  Grackle  -  6 

Br.-head.  Cowbird  -  95  - 
House  Finch  -  291 
C.  Redpoll  -  4  (0)  . 
Pinesiskin  -  1  (B) 

Am.  Goldfinch  -  95 
House  Sparrow  -  2299 


Compiler—  William  Bogacki 

******** 
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*#*##### 

Three  Christmas  Dinners 

While  shoveling  snow  at  noon  Harriette  called  me  to  see  a  bird  in  the  backyard. 
When  I  cleared  the  walk  to  the  patio  in  back  I  saw  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  trying 
unsuccessfully  to  carry  off  a  mourning  dove  (one  of  15  that  had  perched  in  the  tree 
after  breakfast).  Then  watching  from  the  kitchen  window,  we  saw  the  hawk  tear  bits 
from  the  dove  for  the  next  hour.  Then  while  we  were  having  our  turkey  dinner  the 
Sharpy  just  stood  on  his  catch.  Even  with  a  full  crop  he  was  reluctant  to  leave  his 
next  meal.  Only  twice  was  he  seen  to  attempt  another  bite.  While  clearing  the 
dishes  around  2:30  pm  Harriette  saw  the  Sharpy  fly  away.  Now  a  Red-tailed  Hawk  had 
taken  the  remainder  of  the  carcass  up  about  25  feet  to  a  nearby  tree.  He  spent  the 
next  half  hour  cleaning  up  the  last  morsel  before  he  left,  probably  satisfied  with 
his  secondhand  Christmas  dinner. 

Walter  Klabunde 

Book  Review:  ON  THE  WING 

On  the  Wing  by  Bruce  Brooks  is  a  wonderfully  readable  reconstruction  of  a  bird 
from  scratch,  exploring  how  the  parts  work  together,  from,  wings  and  beaks  to 
flight,  feeding  and  migration.  The  author  set  out  to  present  a  complete  sense  of  a 
bird  as  a  functioning  as  marvelous  as  it  is  interesting. 

The  book  begins  with  a  very  complete  description  of  feathers,  including  variety, 
structure,  growth,  color  and  care  in  fascinating  detail.  Flight  is  discussed  from 
skeletal  design  to  mechanics  in  a  variety  of  adaptations.  The  great  diversity  of 
beaks  and  feet  is  described  with  examples  to  illustrate  how  well  their  design  serves 
the  bird  in  securing  food. 

Songs  and  nest  building  are  dealt  with,  citing  many  examples  of  diversity  and 
skill,  especially  the  architecture  of  some  nests.  The  "fast  family"  outlines 
reproduction  from  mating  and  eggs  to  fully  grown  offspring  able  to  fly  and  feed 
themselves  within  three  weeks  in  some  species. 

On  the  Wing  concludes  with  stories  showing  the  value  of  birds  in  the  control  of 
insect  pests  and  rodents.  Questioning  "whose  world  this  is", we  are  reminded  of  the 
important  link  between  the  fate  of  the  bird's  and  man's  own  endangered  environment. 

The  stories  of  bird  physiology  and  behavior  show  birds  do  their  strange  things 
for  reasons  we  can  understand  and  appreciate.  The  150  full-color  photographs 
portray  numerous  species. 

This  is  an  excellent  biology  of  bird's  life  in  layman's  language.  Brooks 
asserts  that  his  aim  was  not  to  present  a  comprehensive  knowledge  about  birds  but  to 
share  the  feeling  that  "we  can  never  find  out  enough." 

Harriette  Klabunde 


#***##*# 

Membership  News 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Mrs.  Marty  Junkin,  3071  Pee  Dee  Road,  Bliss,  NY  14024,  Tel.-  322-9062 
Kathy  0  Hara,  4585  Christian  Drive,  Clarence,  NY,  14031,  Tel.-  634-4216 
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Mrs,  Claire  Smith,  119  Wingate  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY  14216,  Tel  -  832-4372 

Note  the  following  change: 

Robert  Sundell's  new  Telephone  number  484-2197 

*###***# 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street 
(corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 

Feb.  28  African  Journey.  Robert  Andrle,  Donald  Roberson,  Frances  Rew  & 

Marion  Dornhaffer. 

Mar.  14  Hawk  Mt.  Slide  Show:  "Birds  of  Prey  and  Rural  Wildlife". 

Mar.  28  Open  meeting  -  Refreshments! 

April  11  Cindy  Honse/ Artist 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Cancellations  due  to  weather  conditions  will  be  aired  on  the 

following  radio  stations:  WGR  550  &  WBEN  970. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


February  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti 

or  at  9:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6 
mi.  upriver  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan 
(1-416-834-7541)  &Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

March  11:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at 

8:30  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna 
(1-731-4348). 


March  25:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring 

waterfowl.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  former  Citibank  in  Transitown 
plaza  (3E  Corner)  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Doug  Happ 

(649-1297) . 

Narishkin  uunduT?1  ■■'miclubori  t o  I r ogiuo i  o ■  8  t  ibiinlr,  ■  . 

April  8:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bud  Count  -Pi  ease  note  this  is  a  change  from 

previously  announced  dates! 
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April  14:  SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8  AM 

at  Howard  Johnson's  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  Hwy  62).  Or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  area,  this  is  30  mi  into  Canada,  on 
escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

April  22:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  hawk  watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS. 

Meet  at  7  AM  at  the  former  Citibank  site,  Main  &  Transit.  We 
will  Join  the  GOS  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Shelter  at  9:30. 
Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  20:  Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Ellen  Schopp 

(877-3686). 

Other  May  Trips  are  being  considered. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman.  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 

following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 

Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  3  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca.  NY  14224 
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In  a  remarkable  turn-around  from  November  and  December,  January  was  a  very  tem¬ 
perate  month.  Contrasting  with  December's  17.4°F  temperature  average,  11°  below 
normal  for  that  month,  January  averaged  33.4°,  10°  above  normal  and  sixth  warmest  in 
Buffalo  history.  The  variation  was  also  small,  most  temperatures  in  the  20°-50° 
range.  On  only  the  12th  through  the  14th  did  the  temperature  minima  drop  into  the 
teens,  while  on  five  days  maxima  rose  into  the  50s,  on  the  17th  and  18th  (both  55°)  , 
25th,  27th,  and  28th,  the  51°  on  this  last  date  tying  a  record  set  in  1914.  Pre¬ 
cipitation  was  below  normal  —  the  total  of  2.7  inches  a  third  of  an  inch  low  — 
with  the  snowfall  total  of  11.8  inches  less  than  half  of  the  usual  25.7.  This  pre¬ 
cipitation  was  well  distributed  over  the  month,  only  five  days  without  some  form  of 
moisture.  The  maximum  daily  snowfall  at  the  Buffalo  airport  was  only  3.6  inches  on 
the  29th  (with  up  to  ten  inches  south  of  the  city) ,  but  a  total  of  six  inches  fell 
in  the  period  from  the  10th  to  the  13th.  Maximum  ground  snow  cover  was  the  five 
inches  accumulating  on  the  13th.  On  no  other  day  was  it  more  than  three  inches  and 
in  contrast  on  22  days  it  was  an  inch  or  less.  The  average  wind  speed  rose  above  20 
mph  on  four  days:  the  2nd,  11th,  12th,  and  26th,  in  each  case  rising  at  times  above 
40  mph  out  of  the  southwest.  Still  higher  SW  gusts  of  56  mph  were  recorded  on  the 
24th  and  28th.  Only  three  fronts  passed  through  Buffalo  and  the  high  and  low  pres¬ 
sure  systems  were  usually  500  to  1500  miles  away.  January  14th,  the  day  of  local 
participation  in  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Waterfowl  Count,  was 
one  of  the  best  birding  days  of  the  month,  cold  and  mostly  clear  with  generally 
light  breezes  and  only  a  trace  of  snow. 

What  is  apparent  from  the  birding  records  is  the  fact  that  the  effects  of  harsh 
early  winter  months  is  not  undone  by  milder  weather  after  the  birds  have  been  driven 
out  or  killed  off.  The  Waterfowl  Count  provides  concrete  evidence  in  this  regard: 
the  total  number  of  individuals  recorded  this  year  was  down  almost  40%  from  the 
average  of  the  prior  four  milder  years.  Loons,  usually  recorded  through  early 
January,  were  not  reported  at  all  this  month  for  the  first  time  since  1986.  But  the 
most  spectacular  indicator  was  the  Bonaparte's  Gull:  compare  this  year's  high  for 
the  region  of  44  (on  the  2nd)  with  the  previous  three  years'  high  counts:  4500  in 
1989,  8000  in  1988,  and  15,000  in  1987.  Bellerby,  who  makes  fly-past  counts  from 
Niagara-on- the-Lake,  notes  that  they  moved  out  "more  than  a  month  early."  Some  evi¬ 
dence  suggests  that  these  gulls  move  westward  along  the  Lake  Erie  south  shore  as 
winter  progresses,  but  they  were  gone  from  Dunkirk  by  the  end  of  last  year.  It  will 
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be  interesting  to  hear  of  the  experience  of  Erie  and  Cleveland.  Other  indications 
of  the  earlier  harsh  winter  are  some  comments  on  reduced  feeder  activity:  the 
Klabundes  noting  the  disappearance  from  theirs  from  early  in  the  month  of  Blue  Jays, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  House  Finches,  Goldfinches,  and  even  House  Sparrows. 
Pitzrick  comments  on  the  reduced  numbers  of  White-breasted  Nuthatches. 

In  contrast  to  this,  however,  are  the  records  of  the  half-hardies  who  made  it. 
Reported  in  at  least  usual  numbers  were:  Tufted  Titmouse,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
(Brooks  counting  17  in  Ward  and  12  and  Alfred) ,  Carolina  Wren  (but  only  on  the  1st) , 
Eastern  Bluebird,  and  Yellow-rumped  Warbler.  More  unusual  were  the  Dickcissel  again 
at  the  Holmes'  feeder  in  East  Aurora  on  the  31st;  two  Rufous-sided  Towhees,  one 
found  by  Rew  and  Buck  in  Pomfret  on  the  12th  and  the  other  the  next  day  at  Kunze' s 
feeder  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  BOS  region  in  Warsaw;  and  two  .Field  Sparrows,  one 
at  Harper's  feeder  in  Darien  and  the  other  at  the  Mosers'  feeder  in  Pomfret. 

The  breakup  of  some  of  the  ice  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  did  not  impact  bird 
populations  until  late  in  the  month  when  Oldsquaws  moved  in  and  an  unusual  17  Little 
Gulls  were  recorded  by  Humann  on  the  27th,  not  quite  a  maximum  as  22  were  recorded 
on  January  31,  1987.  The  Great  Blue  Heron  roost  on  Motor  Island  reached  34  birds  on 
the  27th  compared  to  the  previous  recent  high  of  26  two  years  ago.  While  numbers  of 
other  waterfowl  go  down,  the  population  of  the  promiscuous  Mallard  continues  high 
and  the  Waterfowl  Count  produced  five  Wood  Ducks  and  a  not  yet  verified  Blue-winged 
Teal.  Of  the  other  gulls,  white-wing  (Iceland  and  Glaucous)  numbers  were  normal, 
but  the  birds  were  found  only  early  in  the  month.  No  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
recorded  for  the  first  time  in  three  years. 

What  of  our  northern  visitors?  Here  is  a  roll  call:  Rough-legged  Hawk:  numbers 
comparable  to  other  recent  years;  Snowy  Owl:  still  absent  and  unaccounted  for,  here 
in  all  four  previous  years;  Bohemian  Waxwing,  gone  after  the  earlier  invasion,  but 
only  reported  in  January  once  in  last  four  years;  Northern  Shrike,  comparable  num¬ 
bers  this  year;  Lapland  Longspur,  also  comparable;  Snow  Bunting,  good  numbers  with 
an  unusually  high  1300  on  the  1st;  Pine  Grosbeak,  7  on  the  15th  the  first  January 
report  in  four  years;  Purple  Finch,  continuing  small  numbers  but  even  improving  over 
the  past  several  years;  White-winged  Crossbill,  many  reports  with  up  to  62  on  the 
27th  against  absence  in  1989  and  1988,  single  reports  in  the  previous  two  years; 
Common  Redpoll,  yo  for  a  lone  bird  by  Cooper  on  the  14th  against  none  last  year  and 
one  in  1988  but  hundreds  in  1987  and  1986;  Pine  Siskins  in  good  numbers  with  Brooks 
banding  358  (!)  during  the  month,  far  from  the  one  record  of  7  birds  last  year  and  a 
maximum  of  65  in  the  previous  three;  and  finally  Evening  Grosbeak,  much  improvement 
with  up  to  100  on  the  13th  from  a  maximum  of  7  last  year,  but  far  from  the  numbers 
at  feeders  in  some  earlier  years  that  bankrupted  households. 

One  or  two  Peregrine  Falcons,  possibly  an  adult  and  an  immature  bird,  took  up 
temporary  residence  on  the  Power  Plant  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Verified  on  the  7th, 
unsupported  sightings  continued  through  the  month.  A  plant  worker  there,  previously 
unaware  of  this  bird,  commented  that  he  had  wondered  why  there  was  such  a  striking 
reduction  in  the  area  pigeon  population.  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls  finally 
put  in  an  appearance  at  the  end  of  the  month  with  16  of  the  latter  found  at  Iroquois 
on  the  27th  by  D'Anna  and  others. 

Because  it  was  almost  certainly  an  escape,  the  beautiful  male  European  Goldfinch 
seen  by  many  observers  at  a  feeder  in  Arcade  is  not  added  to  the  local  avifauna. 

This  at  least  formerly  common  cage  bird  was  for  a  time  in  the  1940s  and  1950s  estab¬ 
lished  on  Long  Island,  that  wonderful  birder  John  Elliott  trying  unsuccessfully  to 
find  one  for  me  there  in  1956.  One  story  claimed  that  an  illegal  importer  released 
the  original  birds  to  avoid  arrest.  But  this  colony  has  been  gone  for  many  years 
and  the  species  is  absent  from  the  ABA  North  American  check-list,  the  nearest  popu¬ 
lation  now  in  the  Bahamas.  Despite  its  not  "counting,"  this  bird  was  well  worth  the 
hours  of  waiting.  And  once  again  many  of  us  owe  thanks  to  the  homeowners,  this  time 
the  Ronans,  who  allowed  troops  of  birders  to  ensconce  themselves  in  their  family 
room  for  extended  periods  to  watch  the  goldfinches  and  the  siskins  and  then  finally 
THE  goldfinch.  Another  very  interesting  report,  this  time  of  an  assumed  zoo  escape, 
was  just  received  by  the  BOS  Statistics  Committee  with  an  accompanying  identifiable 
photograph:  this  was  a  Black-billed  Magpie  found  on  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  at 
Youngstown  on  September  4th  of  last  year.  --  G.  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Under  1 ined 

common  names, 

dates  or  localities  indicate  that 

an  acceptable,  detailed 

written  verification  according  to  the 

Date  Guide  to  Birds 

of  Western  New  York  and 

Adjacent  Ofltar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed 

in  the  permanent  files  of 

the  Buffalo 

Ornithological 

Society. 

*  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for  the  migration. 

Cf) 

-  Indicates  record  from 

feeding  station. 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding 

area. 

jtarc  Qi  Bicd 

Jaru 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied-bi 1  led  Grebe 

2-23 

2-4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Many  observers 

Horned  Grebe 

2,7,14 

2-4 

II 

Rew, Watson  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

23 

1 

II 

Roberson  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

5 

3 

Port  Weller 

Bel lerby 

3reat  Blur  Heron 

14,21,27 

25,27,34 

Motor  Is,  Niag.  R. 

Thill , Watson  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

14 

4 

Ft  Erie 

Sommer vi 1  le 

II 

21 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

1,17,24 

1 

Ft  Erie 

Rising  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

1.7,21 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gal as,Ri sing, Watson 

» 

2J JUA 

i 

ii 

Rew 

ii 

21 

1 

ii 

D'Anna  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

14 

2 

Tonawanda 

Thill ,Andrle 

Northern  Pintai 1 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Harper , Rew  et  al 

H 

2-19 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

II 

14 

6 

Goat  Is 

Watson, D 'Anna 

Gadwal 1 

16 

19 

Niag.  Fal ls,0nt 

W&M  Barber 

Canvasback 

1.7 

300,325 

Niag.  R.  Ont 

Galas, Burch  et  al 

Redhead 

7,24 

150,217 

II 

Burch, Watson  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

14-28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

28 

8 

Porter  Twp 

Roberson 

Oldsquaw 

26 

4000 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel  1 erby 

White-w.  Scoter 

8 

7 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

3 

Niag  Fal Is,  Ont 

Galas  et  al 

II 

2-26 

1-4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

l(ad) 

Port  Weller 

Bel  1 erby 

It 

8 

i 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

Northern  Harrier 

1-31 

5  reports 

throughout 

region 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

7-31 

6  reports 

E&3  of  Bflo 

Cooper's  Hawk 

11-30 

5  reports 

E&S  of  Bflo 

Red-should.  Hawk 

7 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

2-31 

16  reports 

thru,  region 

Peregrine  Falcon 

( 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson, Rew  et  al 

American  Coot 

7,23 

20,15 

II 

Watson , Roberson  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Niag.  Fal Is, Ont 

Galas, Harper  et  al 

<1 

—j 

i 

4 

It 

BurchCBOS) 

Little  Gull 

1.7 

1,3 

Queenston ,0nt 

Rew, Burch  et  al 

II 

2,6 

4,2 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

14 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan* 

Number: 

Location 

Observer 

Little  Gull 

27 

12 

Queenston,Ont 

Humman 

Bonaparte's  Gul 1 

2 

44 

Nlag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

(Max.  count 

for  month) 

Iceland  Gul 1 

1 

1 

Queenston,Ont 

Rew  et  al 

U 

1 

3 

Niag  Fal ls,0nt 

Galas,Rew  et  al 

H 

2,7 

1,2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro 

Bel lerby , Burch  e 

Glaucous  Gul 1 

1,7 

1,3 

Niag  Fal ls,0nt 

Galas, Burch  et  a 

Long-eared  Owl 

28 

2 

Lewiston  Twp 

Roberson 

Short-eared  Owl 

27 

16 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

n 

30,31 

4,3 

Alden 

Wol f 1 Ing, Barbers 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

1-31 

1 

LewistonCf ) 

W&H  Klabunde 

II 

7 

1 

Elma 

Watson  et  al 

ll 

14 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Horned  Lark 

15 

75 

Amity  Twp 

V&R  Pltzrick 

E.c.alpestr Is 

31 

45 

Alden 

W&M  Barber 

Blue  Jay 

2 

55 

Sheridan  Twp(f) 

R&C  Budniewski 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

2 

Carrol  1  ton  TwpCf) 

Eaton 

H 

13 

2 

Elma 

Galas  et  al 

H 

28 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

Roberson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1-31 

17max 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

ll 

1-31 

12max 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

H 

3 

9 

Cherry  Creek  Twp 

Rew, Buck 

Carol ina  Wren 

1 

1 

Dunkirk 

Galas  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

2 

Jos  Davis  SP 

D&D  Suggs 

ll 

3 

4 

Pomfret  Twp 

Moshers 

ti 

Iz2& 

1-2 

Amity  Lake  &  Twp 

Pi  tzrick 

II 

15,20 

4 

Amity  Twp 

V&R  Pi tzrick 

II 

l?^,l 

2,5 

Pomfret  Twp 

Rew 

American  Robin 

2,9 

50,70 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

ll 

3 

90 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

Max  Counts 

many  reports 

N.  Mockingbird 

1 

6 

Lewiston  Twp 

D&D  Suggs 

Northern  Shrike 

1-31 

7  reports 

Lake  plains  & 

Cherry  Creek  Twp 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

3 

9 

Portland  Twp 

Rew, Buck 

Dickcissel 

30,31 

1 

E.  AuroraC f) 

Holmes 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

12 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Rew, Buck 

ll 

13 

1 

WarsawCf ) 

Kunze 

Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1 

DarienCf ) 

Harper 

II 

8-28 

1 

Pomfret  TwpCf ) 

Moshers 

Lapland  Longspur 

14 

4 

Albion 

Galas, Rising 

n 

31 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

Chilton 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

1300 

Porter  Twp 

D&D  Suggs 

max  count- 

13-31 

6  reports 

region 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Ft  Erie 

Humann 

h 

1-31 

1-2 

Ridgway ,0nt 

Sommervi 1 le 

II 

3 

3 

Tonawanda 

Lange 

II 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

Common  Grackle 

30 

1 

II 

Hess 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

13 

50 

Tonawanda  TwpCf ) 

Hess 

H 

20 

32 

Wethersfield  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

II 

23 

22 

ArcadeCf ) 

Roberson  et  al 

Pine  Grosbeak 

15 

7 

Orangevi 1 le  Twp 

Chilton 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

6max 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

15 
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tome  ...al.  Bird 

Jant 

Number 

Location 

Observer. 

torple  Finch 

8,16,18 

1,1,3 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

II 

113 

1 

Java 

Galas  et  al 

H 

14 

6 

Charlotte  Twp 

D&D  Suggs 

fhite-w.  Crossbill 

1-31 

23max 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

M 

2-21 

54-19 

Char lotte&Cherry  Ck 

Budniewski  et  al 

H 

27 

25 

Sheldon  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

tommon  Redpol 1 

14 

1 

Newfane  Twp 

Cooper 

>ine  Siskin  1-31 

1-31 

89max 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

358banded 

by  Brooks 

H 

5-31 

1-125 

WalesCf ) 

0.  Roche 

II 

1-31 

max  count 

E&S  of  Bflo 

\merican  Goldfinch 

1-31 

99banded 

A1 fred  Twp 

Brooks 

Evening  Grosbeak 

13 

100 

Java 

Galas  et  al 

'  max  count 

1-31 

lOreports 

E&S  of  Bflo 

Other  species  reported  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Amer.  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Amer.  Wigeon, 
3r.  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Common  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
\mer.  Kestrel,  Ring-n.  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Gr. 
31ack-b.  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech-Owl,  Gr.  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher, 

Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pilated  Wdpkr.,  Amer.  Crow,  Black-cap. 
Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Eur.  Starling, 
tor.  Cardinal,  Amer.  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White-thr.  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House 
finch.  House  Sparrow. 


Species,  subspecies  8,  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  99 

Total  for  year . 99 


**##**## 

Report  of  the  January  1990  Waterfowl  Count 

Summarized  below  are  the  results  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Waterfowl  Count  in  Region  #1  of 
the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  The  count  was  scheduled  for  the  period  January  13, 
1990  through  January  21,  1990.  January  14th  was  selected  as  the  target  date. 

Results  of  the  Count  in  all  Regions  of  the  Federation  will  be  summarized  in  The  Kingbird. 


Marne  Qt  Bird 

No. 

Remarks 

Pied-bi 1  led  Grebe 

3 

Average 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

Average 

Snow  GooseCWhite  Phase) 

1 

5th  time  reported 

Canada  Goose 

458 

12th  lowest  in  20  years 

Wood  Duck 

5 

2nd  time  in  8  years 

Amer.  Black  Duck 

350 

8th  lowest  in  20  years 

Mai  lard 

6079 

2nd  highest  in  20  years 

Northern  Pintai 1 

10 

Average 

Blue  Winged  Teal 

1 

2nd  time  reported 

Gadwa 1 1 

30 

9th  highest  in  36  years 

American  Wigeon 

4 

4th  lowest  in  20  years 

Canvasback 

1303 

8th  lowest  in  36  years 

Redhead 

15 

3rd  lowest  in  36  years 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

Average 

Greater  Scaup 

1241 

3rd  lowest  in  20  years 

Lesser  Scaup 

25 

3rd  lowest  in  20  years 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oldsquaw 

Common  Goldeneye 
Buff lehead 
Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 
American  Coot 


No.  Remarks 

1980  Average 

White-winged  Scoter  54  5th  highest  in  20  years 


2114 

356 

4 

391 

53 

49 


6th  lowest  in  20  years 
Average 
Average 

Lowest  in  36  years 
Average 

Exceeded  only  in  1988  &  1998 


Total 

Number  of  Species 


14,531  3rd  lowest  in  36  years 

(down  approx.  5000  bird  from  1989) 
24  Average 


The  following  are  the  areas  covered  and  the  compilers  for  each  area. 


A  -  Lake  Ontario,  Pt.  Breeze  to  Olcott  -  Wavel  Barber 
B  -  Lake  Ontario,  Olcott  to  Ft  Niagara  -  Walter  Klabunde 
C  -  Ft  Niagara  to  base  of  Falls,  US  side  -  Willie  D  Anna 

D  -  Nlagara-on-the-Lake  to  base  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Mike  Zebehazy 
E  -  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Is.,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  -  Joe  Thill 
F  -  Peace  Bridge  to  rim  of  Horseshoe  Falls,  Canadian  side  -  Don  Roberson 
G  -  Grand  Island  -  Karen  Renning 

H  -  Lake  Erie,  Buffalo  South  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek  -  David  Suggs 
I  -  Lake  Erie,  Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  state  line  -  Fran  Rew 
J  -  Jamestown  &  Chautauqua  Lake  -  Robert  Sundell 
K  -  Olean  &  Salamanca  -  Steve  Eaton 
L  -  Allegany  County  -  Lou  Burton 
M  -  Batavia  -  David  Keller 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  &  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Areas  -  Don  Endres,  Jr. 

0  -  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Sharon  Sisti 
P  -  Towns  of  Amherst  8.  Clarence  -  Marie  Wendling 
Q  -  Delaware  Park  &  Forest  Lawn  Cemetary  (Bflo)  -  Ellen  Schopp 
R  -  Buffalo  South  Parks  -  Charles  Halvorsen 


Many  thanks  to  the  compilers  and  all  others  who  participated  in  this  project. 

Wavel  Barber 


******* 

Niagara  River  Loop  Trip 
January  7,  1990 

Fifteen  birders  turned  out  for  this  trip  on  a  bright  overcast  day.  Since  no  Snowy  Owl 
had  been  seen  on  the  waterfront  the  previous  day,  we  made  only  a  quick  stop  at  the  West  Sic 
Rowing  Club  overlook.  The  stop  was  quick  because  of  the  15  mph  SW  wind  in  our  face  and  the  c 
degree  temperature. 

Once  on  the  Canadian  side,  the  wind  was  less  of  a  problem  and  It  did  warm  up  to  c 
degrees.  We  drove  upstream  to  the  open  water  below  the  ice  boom  and  found  only  a  few  Greate 
Scaup  and  Goldeneye.  At  the  church  in  Ft.  Erie  was  the  usual  flock  of  55  Black  Ducks,  3C 
Mallard  and  about  150  Canada  Geese.  Along  the  Niagara  Parkway  we  were  treated  to  the  sight  c 
three  Rough-legged  Hawks  wheeling  200  feet  overhead.  Further  along  was  one  of  the  few  due 
flocks  seen;  this  had  300  Canvasback  and  150  Redheads  (I  forgot  to  search  for  Pochard).  Herrin 
Gulls  were  the  most  abundant  gulls  by  far;  relatively  few  Ringbills  and  Bonaparte's  wer 
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present.  Three  Glaucous  Gulls  were  flying  downstream  from  the  diversion  weir-two  first  year  and 
one  adult.  A  group  of  Greater  Black-backed  Gulls  were  on  the  islands  there. 

Upon  stopping  in  the  greenhouse  parking  lot  we  were  met  by  a  Mockingbird  decorating  the 
top  of  the  nearest  evergreen.  A  walk  to  the  water's  edge  above  the  Toronto  generator  building 
afforded  a  good  view  of  four  Purple  Sandpipers  feeding  on  the  rocky  lip  of  a  dropoff  about  100 
yards  upstream  from  the  sunken  barge.  At  lunch-time  we  examined  the  ice  bridge  below  the  Falls; 
except  for  one  open  pool  it  extended  shore-to-shore  downstream  to  the  Whirlpool  Bridge.  Spray 
from  the  American  Falls  had  frozen  upon  the  rocks  at  their  base  until  several  ice  cones  were 
built  up,  nearly  as  high  as  the  falls  and  setting  50  feet  out  from  them. 

At  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  overlook  there  were  two  first-year  Iceland  Gulls  among  the  horde  of 
Herring  Gulls.  The  Queenston  sand  docks  produced  three  Little  Gulls  and  10  Bonaparte's  Gulls 
over  the  river.  About  50  Oldsquaw  were  scattered  over  the  surface. 

At  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Oldsquaw  and  a  few  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  at  the  marina 
dock.  We  continued  to  the  enclave  of  small  homes  in  the  wooded  area  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
However  it  was  now  getting  late  and  the  birds  expected  at  the  feeders  were  absent. 

The  day's  count  was  38  species,  including  14  waterfowl  and  8  gull  species.  Waterfowl 
not  mentioned  earlier  were:  Hooded  Merganser,  Coot,  Gadwall,  Bufflehead  and  Common  Merganser. 
No  special  effort  was  made  to  seek  perching  birds. 

Bill  Burch  and  Art  Schaffner 

******** 

1989  Grimsby  Hawkwatch 

The  1989  spring  hawk  watch  at  Grimsby  started  the  new  abbreviated  season  from  March  1st 
through  May  15th.  Besides  difficulty  in  obtaining  coverage  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  May, 
the  hawk  flight  during  this  period  has  been  minimal;  usually  about  1%  of  the  season  total. 
Although  this  year's  total  was  only  12,147  hawks  -  the  second  lowest  in  10  years  -  the  shorter 
period  made  other  statistics  more  favorable.  Thus  the  average  hawks/'day  were  179  this  year  -vs- 
168/day  for  the  10  year  period.  Likewise  the  median  number  of  hawks/'day  was  86  this  year  -vs- 
64/day  to  as  low  as  41/day  in  the  previous  nine  years.  However  the  average  hawks/hour  of  25 
this  year  was  the  same  as  the  average  for  the  ten  year  period. 

Both  Bald  Eagles  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks  set  record  high  totals  of  17  and  1102 
respectively.  Conversely,  the  number  of  Red-tailed  Hawks,  2613,  set  a  new  low.  Also  the  number 
of  Broadwings  (2295)  and  Sharpshins  (3532)  were  the  second  and  third  lowest  for  the  tens  years. 
The  last  three  species  which  account  for  69%  of  the  total  count  were  over  3000  below  the 
average . 

Two  dates  in  the  season  were  outstanding.  April  5th  with  612  Turkey  Vultures  set  a  new 
daily  high  for  TVs,  and  May  4th  is  the  latest  day  for  the  season's  highest  daily  count  (1492), 
helping  to  make  the  May  total  the  second  highest  in  ten  years,  even  with  only  11  days  of 
coverage  one  of  which  yielded  no  hawks  because  of  a  snowstorm.  May  5th  was  also  notable 
inasmuch  as  the  third  Swainson's  Hawk  ever  recorded  at  Grimsby  was  seen  low  over  the  lookout. 


Key  to  Abbreviations 


Hrs 

Hours 

BW 

Broadwing 

TV 

Turkey  Vulture 

RT 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

OS 

Osprey  SW 

Swainson's  Hawk 

BE 

Bald  Eagle 

RL 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

NH 

Northern  Harrier 

GE 

Golden  Eagle 

SS 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

AK 

American  Kestrel 

CH 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ML 

Mer 1  in 

NG 

Northern  Goshawk 

PF 

Perigrine  Falcon 

RS 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

UR 

Unidentified  Raptor 
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l 969  Hawk  Count  at  Grimsby 
for  March 


Date 

01 

02 

03 

04 


Hrs  tfinas 
7  WSW-W 
4  SSW-Sw 


TV  BE  NH  SS  CH  NG  RS 


Rain 

Rain 


RT  RL  GE  AK  UR  Total 
1  1 

4  4 


06 

7  RITE 

1 

6 

7 

n 

07 

6  ENE 

O 

08 

7  ESE-NE 

1 

28 

29 

09 

5  E 

1  0 

1 

1  1 

10 

7  E-NE 

1 

1 

2 

71 

3 

76 

1 1 

6.75  NE-N 

2 

l 

1 

16 

22 

12 

7.5  NE 

44 

44 

1  3 

7  VAR 

2 

3 

1 

7 

67 

1 

15 

96 

1  4 

7  SSW-E 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

44 

263 

1 1 

1 

19 

348 

15 

5  3W 

2 

1 

2 

17 

1  2 

25 

16 

5  SW*WSW 

« 

1 

9 

45 

7 

62 

17 

8  NE 

1 

40 

41 

18 

2.75  N 

2 

2 

19 

7.25  W-NW 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 

4 

18 

20 

6  S-SE 

1 

1 

9 

16 

27 

21 

6.25  NW 

36 

1 

37 

22 

8  W-SW 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

25 

30 

22 

84 

23 

7  E-NE 

1 

2 

19 

6 

2 

1  92 

135 

4 

15 

376 

24 

7  E-NE 

2 

1 

3 

25 

7.75  SW 

7 

1 

9 

25 

7 

40 

77 

1 

8 

36 

211 

26 

10  E-NE 

17 

1  1 

38 

23 

315 

277 

1  0 

9 

21 

721 

27 

9  S-SW 

65 

2 

14 

76 

9 

50 

72 

15 

3 

306 

28 

7  SW 

18 

6 

20 

5 

25 

50 

10 

5 

139 

29 

7  NNE 

110 

6 

3 

1 

74 

62 

1 

257 

30 

Rain 

31 

5  N-NW 

1 

1 

2 

179.25 

220 

9  49 

197 

66 

5  796 

1 382  24 

1  51 

TW 

2951 

for 

April 

Date  Hrs 

Winds  TV  < 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

OH  N 

i  ‘sj r 

RS 

BW 

RT 

RL  GE 

AK 

ML 

PP 

UR 

Total 

01 

8.75 

NW-NNW  121 

1 

3 

7 

6 

2 

5 

80 

19 

244 

02 

9 

3W-SSW  30 

2 

5 

38 

7 

8 

20 

5 

1 

116 

03 

7 

E-ENE 

0 

04 

7 

SW  41 

1 

2 

19 

6 

17 

86 

05 

8.25 

SW  612 

3 

2 

3 

57 

6 

1 

33 

102 

1 

9 

1 

830 

06 

7.25 

W  5 

46 

30 

5 

q6 

07 

7.25 

W  17 

2 

30 

3 

62 

122 

1 

1 

13 

251 

08 

1  0 

NNW-N  87 

3 

1 

16 

21  1 

23 

3 

1 1  4 

339 

3 

15 

145 

960 

09 

9 

VAR  4 

1 

2 

7 

4 

4 

8 

1 

1 

1 

33 

1  0 

7 

WSW  2 

2 

1  1 

9.25 

SW  9 

4 

25 

1 

15 

1 

2 

57 

12 

7.25 

SSW  21 

1 

2 

1  29 

o 

immm 

9 

32 

2 

1 

199 

13 

7 

W  14 

1 

1 

32 

1 

2 

7 

5 

63 

14 

8.25 

SSW  25 

1 

1  1 

39i 

7 

1  3 

1 

62 

2  1 

2 

1 

55 

573 

15 

1  0 

S-SW  3 

2 

1 

8? 

1 

1 

3 

8 

5 

1 1 1 

16 

1  0 

SW  14 

2 

26 

266 

13 

9 

5 

72 

1 

15 

1 

23 

452 
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April  (cont'd) 


Date  Hrs 

Winds 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG  RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE  AK  ML 

PP  UR 

Total 

17 

7 .  r 

SSW 

10 

1 

8 

107 

2 

2 

130 

18 

7.25 

NW 

2 

1 

15 

1 

1 

17 

6 

43 

19 

7.5 

sw 

28 

2 

6 

132 

2 

1 

10 

17 

1 

8 

207 

20 

7  WSW-NW 

25 

1 

2 

221 

3 

5 

123 

35 

5 

23 

443 

21 

7.5 

NW-VAR 

13 

2 

31 

17 

19 

1 

4 

1  16 

104 

22 

8.5 

NNE 

5 

1 

2 

60 

1 

50 

18 

1 

138 

23 

9 

N-NE 

1 

1 

1 

24 

2 

1  1 

10 

13 

2 

1 

57 

24 

7.5 

NW-VAR 

12 

2 

5 

56 

41 

7 

2 

1 

126 

25 

7.5 

NE 

3 

34 

1 

347 

9 

9 

423 

26 

7.5 

N 

5 

1 

-7 

44 

3 

322 

46 

1 

1 

5 

428 

27 

7 

N 

1 

18 

1 

5 

25 

28 

7.5 

NE 

1 

3 

86 

5 

216 

36 

3 

1 

17 

368 

29 

6.5 

ENS-NE 

1 

1 1 

1 

7 

1 

21 

20 

11.25 

SW 

1 

2 

5 

67 

1 

46 

? 

3 

1  i 

143 

April  241 

•f 5  1111 

26 

s 

113  2252 

91 

8  305 

1198 

1T24 

17 

5  69  3 

2  367 

6699 

for 

1  May 

Date  Hours  Winds 

TV 

OS 

NH 

SS 

CH  NG  RS  BW 

RT  SW 

RL  ( 

SE  AK  ML  UR  Total 

01 

7.25 

NE 

4 

42 

280 

2 

328 

02 

Rain 

03 

7 

W-WSW 

2 

1 

34 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

52 

04 

7.25 

W 

41 

3 

540 

12 

748 

71 

1 

2 

74 

1492 

05 

7.25 

SSB-S 

14 

1 

160 

6 

1 

21 

2  1 

1 

1 

208 

06 

7 

NW-N 

4 

1 

19 

1 

1  6 

12 

1 

45 

07 

2 

W 

Snowstorm 

0 

08 

7.25 

WNW-W 

7 

1 

1 

9 

09 

9 

W-NE 

7 

5 

7 

269 

2 

26 

14 

7 

1 

338 

10 

7.5  WNW-NNE 

0 

1 1 

Rain 

12 

Rain 

13 

Not 

.  Covered 

14 

2 

0 

15 

7.5  WNW-NNE 

4 

12 

4 

5 

25 

May 

71 

72 

1  0 

12 

1083 

22 

1 

1  1  097 

107 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

1  77 

2497 

1989  Grimsby  Totals 


MO.  HRS  TV  OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT 

SW 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PP 

UR 

Total 

Mar  179  220 

9 

49 

197 

66 

5 

796 

1 382 

27 

1 

51 

1  38 

2951 

Apr  242  1111  26 

8 

113 

2252 

91 

8 

305 

1198 

1124 

17 

5 

69 

3 

2 

367 

6699 

May  71  72  1 0 

12 

1  083 

22 

1 

1 

1097 

1  07 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

77 

2497 

1989  Total 

492  1403  36 

17 

174 

3532 

179 

14 

1  1  02 

2295 

261  3 

1 

45 

7 

131 

4 

2 

592 

12147 

Ten  year  Average 

58I  994  31 

9 

137 

CO 

GO 

176 

33 

796 

4533 

3053 

66 

6 

112 

4 

2 

682 

14622 

4923  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  NY  14092 
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WHEN  IS  THE  MOST  EXCITING  TIME  FOR  BIRDING? 

May  is  the  month  for  birding!  I  expect  that  all  of  us  who  enjoy  the  sporting 
aspects  of  bird  watching  in  this  region  agree  with  this  assessment.  Not  only  are 
the  woods  full  of  birds,  but  the  trees  are  regaining  their  greenery  and  blossoms  are 
appearing  all  around  us:  it  is  quite  simply  a  great  time  to  be  in  the  field. 

It  is  certainly  a  most  pleasant  time  of  year,  but  are  our  critical  facilities 
dulled  by  the  very  extravagance  of  nature?  Is  it  really  true  that  this  is  the  most 
exciting  time  for  listing  birds?  I  have  considered  these  questions  for  many  years 
and  have  tried  to  gain  some  answers  through  examination  of  records. 

It  is  clear  at  the  outset  that  the  total  number  of  birds  to  be  seen  peaks  in 
May.  Daily  hike  lists  climb  over  100  —  some  even  over  150  —  through  this  month. 
But  the  real  excitement  of  birding,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me,  is  that  first 
record  of  each  species  for  the  year.  Do  those  too  come  more  often  in  May?  Over  30 
years  ago  I  tried  to  answer  this  question  by  examining  the  records  compiled  by  Leo 
Tanghe  for  the  Rochester  area  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society.  My  assessment 
paper  was  lost  when  our  home  was  flooded  several  years  ago,  but  my  recollection  is 
that  I  found  the  tempo  of  arrivals  peaking  in  late  April. 

Is  the  same  thing  true  for  Buffalo?  To  determine  an  answer  to  this  question  I 
examined  the  yearly  records 
of  spring  arrivals  for  93 
regular  migrants  compiled 
for  this  and  other  regions 
for  The  Kingbird  by  Bob 
Spahn,  the  editor  of  the 
Regional  Reports  for  this 
New  York  State  journal. 

The  regional  editor  for 
Region  1,  which  coincides 
with  the  U.S.  part  of  the 
BOS  region  is  Steve  Eaton. 

Those  Region  1  records  now 
cover  a  period  of  20  years, 
but  with  far  fewer  records 
for  most  species.  The 
average  number  of  records 
for  this  area  is  about  9 . 

I  found  the  average 
arrival  date  for  each  of 
these  93  species  for  this 
region,  accumulated  them  in 
them  on  the  graph. 

It  should  be  clear  from  the  graph  that  May  wins  again.  Not  only  are  the  twenty 

arrivals  in  the  first  week  of  May  far  better  than  near  competitors,  but  the  weeks 

before  and  after  tie  for  second  best. 

There  is  another  factor  that  the  graph  displays:  the  growth  of  excitement  from 
week  to  week  as  the  number  of  new  arrivals  mounts  almost  but  not  quite 

mono toni cal ly .  Only  the  week  from  April  3  to  9  departs  from  the  almost  smooth 

growth  curve. 

It  is  important  that  I  record  at  the  end  of  this  note  my  full  understanding  that 
this  paper  in  no  way  represents  a  scientific  study;  rather,  this  article  was  written 
in  fun.  It  is  simply  meant  to  convey  once  again  but  in  a  different  way  one  of  the 
factors  that  gets  the  sap  running  in  all  of  us  in  the  early  spring.  —  G.  Rising 


6-12  13-19  20-26  27-2  3-9  10-16  17-23  24-51  1-7  8-14  15-21 

Mark  April  Muy 

weekly  periods  from  March  6th  to  May  21st,  and  plotted 
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New  Exhibit  at  Royal  Ontario  Museum 

The  Royal  Ontario  Museum  announces  a  new  3,500  square  feet  permanent  gallery  dedicated 
to  birds.  The  Canadian  National  Sportsmen's  Shows  Gallery  of  Birds  will  contain  more  than  400 
mounted  specimens  representing  each  of  the  world's  25  orders  of  living  birds.  One  theme  running 
through  the  gallery  is  the  amazing  diversity  of  birds.  Another  theme  is  the  necessity  to 
preserve  that  diversity  through  conservation  and  environmental  protection.  The  gallery  will 
open  on  April  7,  1990. 

Additional  sections  are  planned  for  the  gallery.  These  sections  will  feature  a 
representation  of  an  Ontario  wetland,  an  interactive  display  on  birdsongs  and  an  exhibit  on 
birding.  These  sections  are  scheduled  to  open  in  late  1990. 

The  Royal  Ontario  Museum  is  located  at  100  Queen's  Park  in  Toronto,  Ontario.  There  is 
an  admission  charge,  Seniors  are  admitted  free  on  Tuesday. 

******** 

Membership  News 

Welcome  to  new  corresponding  members: 

Ray  8,  Chris  Budniewski,  2247  Whitaker  Rd  Forrest vi 1 1 e ,  NY  14062 

Telephone  -  965-2545 
*  *  * 

Correction:  Wayne  Gall's  address  is  36  St.  Mary's  Street 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street 
(corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


Mar.  14  Hawk  Mt .  Slide  Show:  "Birds  of  Prey  and  Rural  Wildlife". 

Mar.  28  Douglas  Basset,  Naturalist  at  Letchworth  State  Park  will 

present  a  slide  show  on  the  park  and  its  warbler  territories. 


April  11  Cindy  House/Artist 

April  25  Dave  Junkin  will  share  his  experiences  in  Alaska. 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Cancellations  due  to  weather  conditions  will  be  aired  on  the 

following  radio  stations:  WGR  550  8.  WBEN  970. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

March  11*. 

Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at 
8:30  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna 
(1-731-4348). 

March  25: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring 
waterfowl.  Meet  at  8  AM  at  former  Citibank  in  Transitown 
plaza  (SE  Corner)  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Doug  Happ 
(649-1297). 

April  8: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count-Please  note  this  is  a  change  from 
previously  announced  dates!  For  a  territory  call  the 
compiler-Dick  Collins,  683-3699. 

April  14: 

SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at 

8  AM  at  Howard  Johnson's  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY 
where  1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  Hwy  62).  Or  go 
directly  to  Beamer  Conservation  area,  this  is  30  mi  into 
Canada,  on  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

April  22: 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  hawk  watch,  Joint  trip  with  Rochester 
GOS.  Meet  at  7  AM  at  the  former  Citibank  site,  Main  & 
Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Shelter  at 
9:30.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of 
GOS. 

May  20: 

Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Ellen  Schopp 
(877-3686). 

Other  May  Trips  are  being  considered. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

Edi  tor :  Charles  Ha  Worsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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Volume  56  March  1990  Number  3 

THE  MONTH:  February  1990 

February  extended  the  warm  trend  of  January,  but  added  a  record  breaking  feature 
of  its  own:  it  was  the  wettest  February  in  Buffalo  Weather  Bureau  history.  Tempera¬ 
ture  averaged  29.3°F,  almost  five  degrees  above  normal,  and  on  only  two  days  was  the 
temperature  average  below  20°:  9°  on  the  25th  and  13°  on  the  26th  following  a  period 
of  three  days  of  north  and  northwest  winds  and  snow.  Total  precipitation  was  5.9 
inches,  145%  above  the  average  2.4  inches.  There  were  three  substantial  snowfalls: 
seven  inches  on  the  2nd,  9.4  on  the  15th,  and  a  total  of  7.7  from  the  23rd  to  the 
25th.  The  storm  of  the  15th,  produced  by  a  warm  front  moving  in  from  the  south, 
began  a  major  event  for  wintering  birds.  The  snow  changed  on  the  16th  to  over  a 
third  of  an  inch  of  freezing  rain  developing  ice  accumulations  of  up  to  an  inch  over 
portions  of  Niagara  County.  Broken  tree  limbs  continue  today  to  litter  the  woodlots 
of  this  region.  Meanwhile  cherry  sized  hail  was  reported  over  parts  of  Niagara  and 
Wyoming  Counties. 

When  birders  talk  about  the  dead  of  winter,  they're  most  likely  talking  about 
February.  And  if  birds  could  take  part  in  the  discussion,  they  would  most  certainly 
agree.  The  major  fruit  crops  begin  to  run  out  and  already  pressed  individuals  are 
stricken  by  events  like  the  ice  storm  of  mid-month.  Even  when  the  weather  is  warm, 
ice  accumulations  are  blown  into  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie,  driving  out  most  of  the 
few  remaining  waterfowl.  There  is  in  fact  a  more  prosaic  reason  for  this  birding 
nadir:  the  excitement  of  starting  a  year  list  in  January  has  run  down  with  few 
species  to  be  added.  It  is  not  easy  to  stuff  yourself  into  those  layers  of  warm 
clothes  and  venture  out  into  miserable  weather  with  the  prospect  of  adding  only  a 
few  more  gulls  and  starlings  to  your  records.  Thank  goodness  for  the  many  birders 
of  this  region  who  heeded  not  such  concerns  —  or  perhaps  didn't  think  of  them  and 
will  next  year  after  reading  this  —  and  provided  the  reports  summarized  here  and  in 
the  noteworthy  records  that  follow. 

Because  this  February  was  even  worse  than  usual.  Consider  the  birds  absent  this 
February,  but  recorded  at  least  once  during  the  previous  three  Februarys:  Red- 
throated  Loon,  seen  in  '87  and  '89;  Pied-billed  Grebe,  '87  and  '89;  Red-necked 
Grebe,  '88  and  '89;  Brant,  '89;  Wood  Duck,  '88;  Green-winged  Teal,  '87  and  '89; 
Northern  Shoveler,  '89;  Gadwall,  '87;  American  Wigeon,  '87;  Ring-necked  Duck,  '87; 
King  Eider,  '87  and  '89;  Hooded  Merganser,  '87,  '88,  and  '89;  Ruddy  Duck,  '89; 

Turkey  Vulture,  '88;  Northern  Goshawk,  '88;  Killdeer,  '87  and  '88;  Dunlin,  '88;  Red¬ 
headed  Woodpecker,  '88  and  '89;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  '88;  Red-breasted 
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Nuthatch,  all  three  years;  Brown  Creeper,  '87;  Hermit  Thrush,  '87;  Brown  Thrasher, 
'88  and  '89;  Cedar  Waxwing,  '88  and  '89;  Swamp  Sparrow,  '88  and  '89;  White-crowned 
Sparrow,  '88;  and  Eastern  Meadowlark,  '89.  Now  this  list  should  be  taken  with  deep 
reservations .  A  few  birds  like  Red— breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  and  Cedar 
Waxwing  might  have  been  observed  and  not  considered  unusual  enough  to  send  in.  A 
couple  of  others  were  recorded  but  were  not  verified.  But  even  with  these  serious 
reservations,  the  long  list  is  suggestive.  It  was  a  tough  month.  In  particular, 
winter  rain,  of  which  this  month  had  an  overabundance,  is  not  only  difficult  for 
birds  to  handle;  it  is  difficult  for  birding  as  well. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  brighter  side.  A  few  species  were  recorded  this  month 
that  were  not  seen  during  other  recent  years.  A  Horned  Grebe,  recorded  on  February 
4th,  was  not  seen  in  this  month  since  1987;  Double-crested  Cormorant,  seen  February 
18th,  was  absent  the  previous  three  Februarys;  6  early  Tundra  Swans  on  the  24th, 
were  unrecorded  the  previous  three  years;  the  Dunkirk  Snow  Goose  on  the  4th,  was  not 
recorded  since  '87;  a  Carolina  Wren  on  the  17th,  missed  '87  and  '89;  Yellow-rumped 
Warbler,  seen  on  the  8th  and  12th,  was  absent  in  February  since  '87;  a  Pine  Warbler 
on  the  4th,  was  not  seen  in  '87-' 89;  the  East  Aurora  Dickcissel  seen  from  the  2nd 
through  the  7th,  went  unrecorded  the  past  three  years;  a  Field  Sparrow  seen  all 
month,  also  was  unrecorded  in  '87-' 89;  Lapland  Longspur,  six  reports  of  up  to  12 
birds,  but  it  was  absent  in  '87  and  '89;  7  Common  Redpolls  on  the  13th,  was  not 
recorded  since  '87  (when  the  maximum  count  was  400!);  Pine  Siskins,  common  this 
year,  were  absent  last;  and  Evening  Grosbeaks,  not  quite  so  common,  but  were  also 
absent  last  year. 

I  run  through  the  roll  of  possible  northern  visitors  one  last  time:  Rough-legged 
Hawk:  numbers  continuing  comparable  to  other  recent  years;  Snowy  Owl:  a  single  bird 
finally  turned  up  in  Fort  Erie  by  Sommerville;  Bohemian  Waxwing,  gone  since 
December;  Northern  Shrike,  comparable  numbers  this  year;  Lapland  Longspur,  good  as 
noted;  Snow  Bunting,  excellent  with  a  high  of  1000  on  the  11th  better  than  doubling 
recent  years;  no  more  Pine  Grosbeaks;  Purple  Finch,  continuing  small  but  comparable 
numbers;  White-winged  Crossbills  seem  to  have  moved  on;  Common  Redpoll,  Pine  Siskin, 
and  Evening  Grosbeak  already  noted.  The  auspicious  November  and  early  December 
winter  finch  projections  were  certainly  never  fulfilled. 

Some  other  interesting  records:  Watson  continues  to  observe  carefully  the  Great 
Blue  Heron  winter  roost  on  Motor  Island.  During  February  the  numbers  declined  from 
28  to  15,  the  birds  possibly  moving  back  to  regular  territories,  whether  those 
territories  are  in  the  region  or  not  an  open  question.  A  delightful  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  spent  its  days  in  the  same  pine  in  Queenston  through  the  last  half  of  the 
month.  It  was  remarkably  difficult  to  find  the  bird  even  in  this  relatively  open 
tree  only  about  25  feet  from  the  road.  (I  note  here  as  self-punishment  that  quite 
possibly  my  worst  birding  experience  was  with  one  of  these  tame  little  birds.  Many 
years  ago  I  caught  one  by  simply  gaining  its  attention  with  a  white  handkerchief 
while  I  reached  around  behind  to  grasp  it.  I  held  it  for  only  a  moment  or  two,  but 
before  I  had  a  chance  to  release  it,  the  bird  died.  I  remain  deeply  ashamed. )  The 
number  of  Purple  Sandpipers  above  Niagara  Falls  rose  to  ten  and  the  extremely  low 
population  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  in  the  lower  Niagara  provided  a  remarkable 
turnaround:  more  Little  Gulls  than  Bonaparte's  on  some  days. 

Can  spring  be  far  behind?  The  end  of  February  did  indeed  finally  arrive  and  with 
it  the  early  warnings  of  that  wonderful  rush  of  birds  to  come.  By  the  24th  the 
geese  in  the  Iroquois  region  had  already  reached  almost  5000  with  a  few  Tundra  Swans 
already  among  them.  Horned  Lark,  Robin,  and  blackbird  numbers  rose,  and  a  few  early 
Eastern  Bluebirds,  those  happiest  harbringers  of  spring,  appeared.  Two  Rufous-sided 
Towhees  were  also  recorded  late  in  the  month,  these  possibly  early  migrants,  as 
opposed  to  the  single  bird  of  this  species  that  remained  through  the  month  in 
Warsaw.  —  G.  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names, 

dates  or  localities  indicate  that 

an  acceptable,  detailed 

written  verification  according  to  the 

Date  Guide  to  Birds 

of  Western  New  York  and 

Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed 

in  the 

permanent  files  of 

the  Buffalo  Ornithologica 

1  Society. 

*  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for  the  migration. 

<f) 

-  Indicates  record  from 

i  feeding  station. 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding 

area. 

Name  of  Bird 

F-fibjL 

Number. 

Location 

Observer 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

l 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson, Gal as(BOS) 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

18 

i 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

D'Anna 

Great  Blue  Heron 

6-27 

28-15 

Motor  Is. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

24F 

4,2 

Tona.WMA,Iroq.NWR 

Watson,  Galas 

Muj;.e.„Swan 

25,28 

1 

Ft  Erie,  Ont 

Watson,  Sommerville 

Snow  Goose 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas(BOS) 

Canada  Goose 

24F 

4760 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicin. 

Watson,  Galas 

Northern  Pintail 

19 

2 

Ft  Erie,  Ont 

Lange, Di Domenico 

li 

24 

4 

Goat  Island 

Watson  et  al 

Redhead 

i 

140 

Ft  Erie, Ont 

Bel lerby 

White-winged  Scoter 

10 

12 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Rising  et  al 

li 

14 

27 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

II 

18 

79 

Ft  Niag.-Olcott 

D  Anna 

Common  Goldeneye 

24 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson,  Galas 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

1  ad. 

Lewiston 

Potter  et  al 

ft 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising  et  al 

li 

13 

1  (nest) 

il 

Holmes 

Northern  Harrier 

3,24 

1,2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Galas 

II 

13 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

3harp-sh.  Hawk 

3,24 

1,1 

Youngstown 

Watson,  Galas 

11 

7-15 

1 

Hamburg 

Walker 

N 

22 

1 

Depew 

W8.M  Barber 

If 

Ls  1 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (f ) 

Roberson 

cooper  s  Hawk 

2 

1 

Eden  Twp 

Andr le 

fi 

14 

1 

Tonawanda 

D  Anna 

a 

24 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le 

Johnson 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

18,21 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

3,24 

1,2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Galas 

H 

10 

2 

Lake  Ontario  Plain 

Rising  et  al 

11 

24 

4 

Java  Twp 

Harper 

II 

28 

1 

A 

Sheridan  Twp 

R.  Budniewski 

Wi  Id  Turkey 

18 

5 

Wi Ison  Twp 

D'Anna 

Purple  Sandpiper 

18 

10 

Niagara  Fal Is 

D&D  Suggs 

Little  Gull 

3-28 

3-12 

Queenston,  Ont 

Many  observers 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

6-28 

45 

Gueenston,  Ont 

Be  1 1 erby 

Iceland  Gul 1 

1 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Bel lerby 

if 

17,18 

1 

Lewiston 

D'Anna,  Rising 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Iceland  Gul 1 

18 

1 

Glaucous  Gul 1 

18 

1 

II 

19 

1 

it 

19 

1 

II 

20 

1 

H 

28 

1 

♦Snowy  Owl 

20 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

10 

1 

It 

25 

3 

H 

25 

5 

Short-eared  Owl 

13 

3 

It 

25 

15 

♦Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

14,19 

1 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

1-28 

2 

II 

17,18 

1 

tl 

24 

3,2 

Northern  Flicker 

24 

4,1 

Horned  Lark 

27 

100 

E.a.  aloestris 

26 

12 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-28 

3 

ll 

3 

3 

II 

12,18,26 

1 

H 

16,23 

1,1 

Carol lna  Wren 

17 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

18,23 

3 

ll 

16,20,22 

1,1,2 

II 

26 

r' 

L 

American  Robin 

26 

150,50 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1-28 

1 

H 

6 

1 

II 

24 

1 

II 

77 

Ct  1 

1 

Norther  Shrike 

0 

1 

H 

5 

1 

II 

12,20 

1,1 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

8,12 

1 

♦Pine  Warbler 

4 

1 

Dickcissel 

2, 4,6,7 

f 

1 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

5,12,17,25 

1 

N 

26 

1 

a 

26 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

1-28 

1 

Lapland  Longspur 

6 

4 

il 

11 

1 

M 

23,24 

2,4 

H 

24 

3 

M 

0*7 

Ls  1 

12 

Snow  Bunting 

3,24 

100,200 

li 

6 

500 

H 

11 

1000 

H 

24 

200,150 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3 

10 

H 

11 

2 

Location 

Observer 

A.  Beck  Hydro 

D&D  Suggs 

Niagara  Falls 

D&D  Suggs 

Niag.  Falls,  Ont 

Lange, Di Domenico 

Sheridan  Twp 

D&D  Suggs 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Chilton 

Queenston,Ont 

0.  Rosche 

Ft  Erie,  Ont 

Sommervi 1 le 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

Potter  et  al 

Wainfleet  Twp 

Barber, Far nam( BOS) 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Barber ,Farnam< BOS) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

Niagara  Penin. ,0nt 

Barber , Far name BOS) 

Queenston,Ont 

Bel lerby,  Andrle  et  a 

Niag-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

Iroq  NWR,  Niag.  Co 

Watson,  Galas 

Oak  Or  WMA,  Hart  land 

Watson,  Galas 

Java 

Holmes 

Orangevi 1 le  Twp 

W&M  Barber 

Niag. -on  -Lake 

Bel lerby 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson,  Galas 

E.  AuroraCf) 

Holmes 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Rew 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzrick 

E. Aurora 

Holmes 

Lewi ston,Wi Ison  Twps 

Roberson 

Ft  Erie,  Ont 

Sommervi 1  le 

Lewiston 

W&M  Barber 

It 

Watson,  Galas 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

Wi Ison  Twp 

Watson,  Galas 

Brant  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

Pomfret  Twp 

Moshers 

Hamburg 

Walker 

Orchard  Park 

Markley 

E.  AuroraCf) 

Holmes 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Pomfret  Twp(f) 

Moshers 

Sheridan  Tv^p 

R&C  Budniewski 

DarlenCf ) 

Harper 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

Sheldon  Twp 

Andrle, Gregory 

Darien 

Harper 

Hart  land  Twp 

Watson,  Galas 

Java  Twp 

Holmes 

Wi Ison, Hart  land 

Watson,  Galas 

Attica  Twp 

Rew,  Walker 

Sheldon  Twp 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Darien, MIddlebury 

Harper 

Alabama  Twp 

Watson,  Galas 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer. 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

12 

40 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

II 

13 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

H 

13 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Rusty  Blackbird 

1 8F ,  2-4 

2 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le(f ) 

Johnson 

II 

24 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

R8.C  Budniewski 

Common  Grackle 

16F 

6 

Hamburg 

Rew,  Walker 

ll 

16F,20 

4 

E.  Aurora(f) 

Holmes 

II 

22 

30 

Perrysburg  Twp 

Chi  1  ton 

l» 

23 

45 

Stockton  Twp 

Mosher 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  i -28 

1-65 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

Purple  Finch 

1-28 

1 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

It 

6,28 

1,1 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

ll 

7-28 

2-6 

Wales(f ) 

0.  Rosche 

II 

26 

3 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

Common  Redpol 1 

13 

n 

i 

St  Catharines, Ont 

Bel lerby 

Pine  Siskin 

1-28 

5-75 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

M 

1-28 

75-200 

WalesCf ) 

0.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-28 

4-20 

WalesCf) 

0.  Rosche 

« 

1-28 

7-55 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

II 

1-28 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le(f ) 

Johnson 

H 

10,24 

18,29 

Sheridan  Twp 

R8.C  Budniewski 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

previously  recorded 

,  99 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue 

,  04 

Total  for  year  .  . 

,103 

******** 

BOS  Dunkirk  Harbor  8.  Cherry  Creek  Trip 

The  morning  of  February  4,  proved  to  be  exceptionally  bad.  It  snowed  most  of  the 
night  and  the  roads  were  very  slippery.  At  Vermont  and  Busti,  Bill  Watson  and  I 
waited  patiently  for  other  club  members.  Calls  from  several  the  night  before 
confirmed  that  they  would  meet  us  at  the  Pier.  At  8:15  am  a  lone  car  with  Don 
Roberson  joined  us. 

Arriving  at  Dunkirk  we  met  Ray  and  Chris  Budniewski.  They  had  graciously  agreed 
to  help  lead  us  to  Cherry  Creek.  We  were  informed  that  the  elusive  peregrine  was 
absent,  as  was  a  previously  spotted  red  necked  grebe.  However,  the  Snow  Goose 
remained  much  to  the  delight  of  a  couple  new  birders-a  life  bird  for  them. 

Along  with  several  members  of  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club,  Dr.  Andrle,  the  Byrons,  Joe 
D.,  his  wife  and  several  guests  we  made  our  way  to  Cherry  Creek.  A  quick  stop  at 
the  Budniewski  s'  along  the  way  also  ended  in  a  bit  of  disappointment.  Earlier  in 
the  week,  Ray  and  Chris  had  a  Northern  Goshawk,  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk  and  a  Northern 
Shrike  stalk  their  popular  feeders,  but  not  for  us. 

At  Cherry  Creek  the  White  winged  Crossbills  that  had  been  seen  many  times  were 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Our  day  was  brightened  by  a  flock  of  Evening  Grosbeaks.  But 
search  as  we  did,  the  3  Pine  Grosbeaks  previously  seen  were  non-existent  this  day. 
The  weather  there  was  far  from  cooperative.  It  was  very  cold  and  a  heavy  fog 
settled  upon  the  treetops  making  birding  difficult. 

Still  our  group  managed  to  spot  29  species.  These  included  Horned  Grebe,  Snow  & 
Canada  Goose,  American  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup, 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  American  Coot,  Ring-billed  &  Herring  Gulls,  Rock 
&  Mourning  Doves,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Black 
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Capped  Chickadee,  Red-breasted  and  White-breasted  Nuthatches,  48  Robins  on  Mezzio 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Sheridan,  American  Tree  Sparrow,  Dark  Eyed  Junco,  House  Finch 
and  Goldfinch,  Evening  Grosbeak  and  the  House  Sparrow.  To  top  off  our  day,  we 
settled  for  looking  at  the  fresh  tracks  of  a  Ruffed  Grouse  and  Wild  Turkey. 

Mike  Galas 


a####*## 

LOOKING  INTO  THE  FUTURE  ... 

"RAM,  ROM,  BYTES,  MODEMS,  PROCESSING  CHIPS,  SPREADSHEETS,  DATABASES,  EGA, 

VGA, . "  (To  many  people  these  words  sound  like  a  foreign  language!  However,  the 

truth  is  that  they  are  only  a  few  computer  terms.) 

As  we  enter  the  1990s,  it  is  apparent  to  me  that  computers  will  play  an 

increasingly  important  role  in  our  organization.  Already  several  members  own 
computers  and  i  m  sure  that  our  numbers  will  steadily  increase  as  time  goes  on.  Let 
me  give  you  some  examples  of  computer-generated  materials  we  already  have  seen  or 
may  be  aware  of: 

1.  Jerry  Rising  and  Mike  Galas  gave  us  a  preview  of  bird  counts  to  come  with 
their  "epic"  October  report.  It  was  produced  on  Jerry's  Macintosh  Computer. 

2.  Dick  Collins  and  myself  maintain  our  records  and  lists  on  Lotus  123 
spreadsheets,  which  Dick  has  designed  for  our  IBM-PC  compatibles. 

3.  Willie  D'Anna  recently  purchased  an  IBM-PC  compatible  and  is  working  with 
dBASE  3+  to  compile  the  monthly  records  for  the  Society. 

These  are  just  a  few  examples,  I'm  sure  there  are  many  more. 

I  think  that  discussions  concerning  the  various  roles  that  computers  can  and  will 
play  would  be  timely.  In  my  opinion,  there  are  several  important  questions  which 
need  to  be  addressed  by  the  members  of  BOS.  They  include: 

1.  Should  we  encourage  our  members  to  use  or  purchase  a  particular  computer 

system?  (IBM-PC  compatibles,  Apple,  Macintosh,  Amiga  ...). 

2.  Should  we  attempt  to  standardize  software  so  that  information  can  be  more 
easily  shared?  (dBASE,  Lotus  123  .  .  .). 

3.  The  Museum  of  Science  operates  a  computer  Bulletin  Board  Service  (BBS)  called 
TAXACOM.  We  have  an  opportunity  to  use  this  service  if  we  are  Interested.  Should 
we  explore  its'  potential  use? 

4.  The  BOS  is  60  years  old  and  possesses  a  wealth  of  data  and  information  which 
has  somewhat  limited  accessibility  and  use.  Should  we  attempt  to  transfer  this  data 
to  computer  files  and  how  should  we  make  it  available  to  our  members  and  others? 

5.  Should  the  BOS  use  the  Museum  BBS  to  network  with  other  Ornithological 

organizations? 

6.  Should  we  attempt  to  encourage  other  groups  to  join  us  in  this  endeavor? 

I  realize  that  not  everyone  is  going  to  be  interested  in  these  questions  or  even 
this  topic.  However,  I  know  that  several  other  members  with  whom  I  have  talked, 
share  my  interest  and  agree  that  dialogue  could  be  productive  at  this  time.  We 
would  like  to  invite  members  who  currently  own  computers  or  have  a  serious  interest 

in  this  topic  to  meet  with  us  on  Wednesday,  May  2nd  at  7:30  P.M.  Dick  Collins  has 

graciously  offered  his  home  (910  Knabb  Rd. ,  Elma,  NY)  as  a  location  for  this 
meeting. 

It  would  be  helpful  if  you  would  call  either  Dick  (683-3699)  or  myself  (683-7343) 
and  let  us  know  if  you  will  be  joining  us.  If  you  will  be  unable  to  join  us  but 
wish  to  share  information  or  opinions  you  may  have  regarding  these  topics,  please 
contact  me  directly  and  I  will  pass  your  ideas  on  at  our  meeting. 

Joe  Di Domenico. 
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******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Eric  Derleth,  5787  Salt  Works  Rd.  Middleport,  NY  14105 

Telephone  798-5226 

Cindy  House,  5787  Salt  Works  Rd.  Middleport,  NY  14105 

Telephone  798-5226 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University  Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street 
(corner  of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.),  Buffalo.  Enter  the  parking  lot  from  Niagara 
Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the  building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs  to  the 
third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


April  11  Cindy  House/Artist. 

April  25  Dave  Junk  in  will  share  his  experiences  in  Alaska. 

May  9David  Mark  will  speak  on  "Bird  Migration". 

May  23  Joe  DiDomenico  offers  a  presentation  on  Bird  Songs. 

June  13  Picnic  Meeting  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  -  Business  meeting  at  6:30. 

Dinner  before  at  your  convenience.  Results  of  this  year  s  Little 
Biddy  Birdathon  will  be  announced.  A  bird  walk  will  follow. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


April  14:  SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8 

AM  at  Howard  Johnson  s  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where 
1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  Hwy  62).  Or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  area,  this  is  30  mi  into  Canada,  on 
escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

April  22:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  hawk  watch,  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS. 

Meet  at  7  AM  at  the  former  Citibank  site,  Main  &  Transit.  We 
will  join  the  GOS  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Shelter  at  9:30. 
Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 
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May  20:  Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Ellen  Schopp 

(877-3686). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman.  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

###### 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

*#*###** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  9  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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O.K.  all  you  birders,  start  out  the  new  decade  right  and  gear  up  for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 

Society's  third  annual 


LIMB©  ©!]$<%  ©EMuftCrimGnl 
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WHEN  &  WHERE: 

You  choose  the  day,  any  day 
between  May  1  and  May  31. 

This  year  there  will  be  no 
restrictions  on  the  location 
you  choose  other  than  that  it 
must  be  within  the  B.O.S.  territory. 

We  will  choose  the  time.  Birding  must 
take  place  between  7 :00  A.M.  and  10:00  A.M. 
Three  hours  are  all  you  get.  You  are  also  allowed 
one  pre-selected  rain  or  snow  date.  If  it 
precipitates  on  both  of  your  days,  that’s  just  the 
way  it  goes! 

NOTE:  You  CANNOT  bird  on  both  days  and 
then  pick  the  better  day. 

TEAMS: 

Each  team  must  consist  of  at  least  two  and 
no  more  than  five  participants  .  The  leader  of 
each  team  must  be  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society. 


SCORING: 

ALL  BIRDS  MUST  BE  SEEN,  not  just 
heard.  Absolutely  no  electronic  devices  can  be 
used  during  the  birdathon  to  attract  bird  species. 
All  species  listed  on  the  final  report  form  must  be 
verified  by  the  team  leader  (who  must  be  a  member 


of  the  B.O.S. ),  and  one  other  member  of 
the  team  during  the  allotted  birdathon 
time.  Other  team  members  need  not  be 
B.O.S.  members. 

All  warbler  species  count  as  two  points, 
non-warblers  one  point.  Any  species  not 
sighted  by  any  other  team  counts  double 
(warblers  4  points,  non-warblers  2 
points).  In  the  case  of  a  tie,  the  team 
with  the  most  species  of  birds  will 
win.  If  that  still  doesn’t  decide  the 
winner,  whoever  has  the  most  species  of  warblers 
will  win.  The  winning  team  will  be  announced  at 
the  B.O.S.  annual  picnic  on  the  thirteenth  of  June 
at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  following  the  business 
meeting  scheduled  for  6:30  P.M.  During 
this  time,  they  will  be  recognized  and  will 
receive  their  prizes. 

HOW  TO  REGISTER: 

This  year  there  will  be  a  one  dollar 
participation  fee.  The  members  of  each  team 
should  give  their  dollar  to  the  team  leader  who 
will  send  in  a  check  with  the  team’s  registration 
form.  Please 
make  all  checks, 
payable  to  the 
Buffalo 

Ornithological  So¬ 
ciety  in  United  States 
funds.  All  registration 
forms  must  be  filled  out 
and  sent,  at  the  very  latest,  by  April  27th  to: 

Alec  Humann 
72  Lancaster  Avenue 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14222. 

If  there  are  any  questions,  call  Alec  at  885-2998 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


(For  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society’s  third  annual  Little  Biddy 

Birdathon) 


Team  Name  (Optional):  _ 

Team  Leader:  _  _  _  Phone  #: 


Birding  Buddies: 


Birding  Date  (1st  Choice) :  _ 

Rain  Date  (One  Only):  _ 

Time:  (between  7:00  A.M.  to  10:00  A.M.) 

Location:  (anywhere  within  the  B.O.S.  territory) 


Questions?:  Alec  Humann  885—2998 
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THE  MONTH:  March  1990 

The  developing  March  weather  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  usually  much  like  the 
ignition  of  a  cold  engine,  which  coughs  and  sputters  as  it  seeks  to  catch  its  rhythm 
and  turn  into  smooth  operation.  This  year  the  month  differed  from  this  pattern 
slightly:  it  acted  more  like  my  car,  giving  at  mid-month  a  single  loud  gasp,  seeming 
to  catch  fully,  but  then  dying  for  good.  The  March  averages  that  bear  this  out  are: 
temperature  37°,  4°  above  normal;  precipitation  1.5  inches,  half  of  normal  with  snow 
1.4  inches,  11  below  normal.  The  temperature  figures  are  misleading:  birders  will 
recall  this  month  as  generally  quite  cold  with  a  spectacularly  hot  period  in  mid¬ 
month.  March  14th  with  78°,  15th  with  79°,  and  16th  with  70°  each  set  National 
Weather  Service  records  for  Buffalo  and  the  79°  reading  was  the  warmest  ever 
recorded  for  the  winter  season  in  this  area.  There  were  also  several  days  early  in 
the  month,  most  notably  the  9th  and  13th,  which  produced  what  the  Weather  Service 
recorder  describes  as  "pea  soup  fog"  caused  by  warm  air  moving  northeast  over  the 
ice  field  of  eastern  Lake  Erie.  Buffalo  International  Airport  was  closed  for  almost 
all  of  the  13th. 

The  "early  summer"  of  the  12th  through  the  17th  was  perfect  for  birding.  The 
maps  on  the  next  page  portray  the  two  simple  weather  patterns  that  supported  this 
unusual  situation.  From  the  first  through  the  11th,  the  left  hand  map  applied:  the 
eastern  United  States  were  separated  along  the  Mason-Dixon  line  by  weather  systems 
and  temperature  gradients  of  20-30°.  North  of  this  storm  line  the  weather  fronts 
moved  into  the  region  from  the  west  and  northwest,  bringing  little  precipitation  but 
cold  nights  and  cool  days;  south  of  this  line  the  weather  was  balmy.  Early  migrants 
must  have  been  encouraged  by  this  fine  weather  in  the  south  and  built  up  below  the 
storm  line.  Then  on  the  12th  the  weather  of  the  south  pushed  up  into  this  line 
effectively  funnelling  these  birds  into  this  region.  The  map  on  the  right  only 
slightly  exaggerates  the  pattern  of  this  event,  which  continued  through  the  14th, 
began  to  break  up  on  the  15th,  and  returned  to  the  pattern  of  the  left  hand  map 
though  the  rest  of  the  month  and  well  into  April.  For  those  who  could  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  too  brief  weather  break,  birding  —  most  especially  hawk  watching  — 
was  very  interesting.  (As  too  often  happens,  all  this  took  place  during  the  work 
week,  Monday  the  12th  through  Friday  the  16th,  so  many  birders  were  indeed  unable  to 
participate . ) 

The  hawk  migrants  during  this  period  were  mostly  seen  along  Lake  Erie  southwest 
of  Buffalo  and  from  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Most  were  Turkey 
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Vultures  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks.  Roberta  McDonald,  who  keeps  track  of  the  Lake¬ 
side  Cemetery  counts,  recorded  136  raptors  on  the  12th,  160  on  the  14th,  and  105  on 
the  15th.  But  there  were  smaller  numbers  of  other  species  as  well:  in  particular 
one  Peregrine  Falcon  was  observed  on  the  15th  and  Bald  Eagles  on  the  13th  and  15th. 


16  -  31 


About  60  Tree  Swallows  also  took  advantage  of  this  exceptional  weather,  appearing  on 
the  17th,  four  days  ahead  of  the  Date  Guide  arrival  date.  A  single  even  earlier 
swallow  was  observed  on  the  14th,  but  not  established  as  to  species:  it  too  was 
almost  certainly  a  Tree  Swallow.  A  "V"  of  45  Tundra  Swans  made  several  passes  over 
Pinehurst  to  add  to  the  excitement  on  the  15th.  And  a  Sandhill  Crane  observed  on 
the  18th  may  be  considered  another  of  the  effects  of  this  unusual  period.  This 
leads  to  another  suggestion  for  newcomers  to  birding  in  this  region: 


Buffalo  Birding  Axiom  III:  From  late  February  until  early  May  check  the 
weather.  Days  that  promise  southwest  winds  from  5  to  20  mph, 
that  are  warming  enough  to  produce  rising  air  currents  called 
thermals  on  which  the  hawks  sail,  and  that  are  sunny  or  at  least 
without  precipitation  can  produce  fine  hawk  flights.  Especially 
good  are  days  after  weather  fronts  have  pushed  high  pressure  sys¬ 
tems  out  of  the  area.  The  two  best  attended  local  places  for 
watching  —  there  are  many  others  —  are  the  Pinehurst  Elementary 
School  parking  lot  and  Lakeside  Memorial  Park.  The  former  is 
just  north  of  Route  5  on  Fairway  Court  about  4  miles  west  of 
Athol  Springs.  A  sign  directing  you  to  the  school  is  to  be  seen 
from  Route  5.  (You  should  check  in  at  the  building  office  on 
days  when  school  is  in  session.)  Lakeside  Cemetery  is  on  Route 
75  just  north  of  the  Thruway  Hamburg  exit  and  Route  20.  Obser¬ 
vers  usually  park  about  75  yards  in  from  the  entrance.  These  — 
and  Grimsby  —  are  especially  attractive  places  for  beginners  to 
watch,  because  there  are  usually  experienced  observers  there  very 
willing  to  help  with  identification.  It  is  useful  to  bring  a 
lawn  chair. 


Some  other  species  that  predated  their  Date  Guide  (DG)  ranges  during  March  are: 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  on  the  22nd  (DG  26th) ,  Eastern  Phoebe  on  the  15th  (DG  16th) ,  and 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  on  the  31st  (DG  April  1st) .  At  the  other  extreme  some  notable 
March  absentees  are:  Red-throated  Loon,  seen  2  of  the  last  4  years;  Ruddy  Duck,  3  of 
4;  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  2  of  4;  Snowy  Owl,  3  of  4;  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  3  of  4; 
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Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  2  of  4;  Hermit  Thrush,  3  of  4;  Field  Sparrow,  3  of  4;  and 
Lapland  Longspur,  3  of  4 .  Several  of  these  species  attest  to  the  continuing  cold 
weather  pattern  late  in  the  month. 

Other  exciting  birds:  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  on  the  21st  at  Iroquois;  the 
Common  Black-headed  Gull  in  the  lower  Niagara  Gorge  through  the  12th;  a  Varied 
Thrush  in  Fredonia  from  the  3rd  through  the  7th;  and  up  to  10  Brewer's  Blackbirds  in 
Eden  from  the  16th  on.  One  other  bird  that  does  not  make  it  into  regular  club 
records  is  the  Ruddy  Shelduck  seen  waddling  around  on  the  ice  of  the  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  23rd.  This  Eurasian  stray  was  quite  probably  an 
escape . 

Elizabeth  Brooks  reports  having  banded  1135  Pine  Siskins  since  January  1,  473  of 
them  during  March!  I  find  this  record  quite  remarkable  for  two  reasons.  First, 
readers  should  understand  that  these  are  different  birds,  not  repeats.  This  sug¬ 
gests  that  we  have  streams  of  siskins  passing  through  the  region.  Second,  this 
record  comes  after  the  essentially  complete  absence  of  these  birds  during  the  pre¬ 
vious  winter.  This  is  just  one  more  example  of  the  erratic  character  of  winter 
finch  invasions.  —  G.  Rising 
Literature  cited: 

Andrle,  Robert  F.,  et  al.,  eds.  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario. 

Fifth  Edition.  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  1983. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario(B.Q.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

★Common  Grebe 
Pied-bi lied  Grebe 

N 

Horned  Grebe 

n 

it 

H 

Red-necked  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 

n 

Tundra  Swan 
11 

n 

N 

it 

Mate  Swan 

»Gr .White-fr .  Goose 

Snow  Goose 


Mar, 

Number 

31F 

1 

1F-31 

1-2 

14 

1 

13F 

7 

13F 

3 

13F, 16, 18 

M,2 

15 

3 

31F 

2 

3,14 

17,7 

13 

9  nests 

3 

3 

5,14,15 

30,42,70 

13,27 

87,190 

14 

210 

18 

219 

11,15,24 

1 

21 

1 

15F, 17 

1,2 

15F,28,3i 

3 

Location 
Yates  Twp 
Amity  Lake 
Iroquois  NWR 
E.  Aurora 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Amity  Lake 
Yates  Twp 
Yates  Twp 
Motor  Is. 

Cuba 

Yates  Twp 
over  Carrollton 
Cuba  Marsh 
Java 

Porter  to  Somerset 
LaSalle  Pk  &  Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Somerset  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 


Observer 

D'Anna 

V&R  Pitzrick 

D'Anna  et  al 

Holmes 

Chilton 

Pitzrick 

Hess 

D'Anna 

Watson 

Pi tzrick 

D'Anna 

Eaton 

V&R  Pitzrick 
Holmes 
D&D  Suggs 
Watson,  Rising 
Watson,  Rising  et  al 
Chi  1  ton 

Hess, Cooper , Potter  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

M&Ll 

Number 

Location 

QbS£ivgi 

Snow  Goose 

18 

6 

Newfane&Somerset 

D&D  Suggs 

Canada  Goose 

10 

2015 

Porter  to  Newfane 

D'Anna, Potter 

Wood  Duck 

17F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising, Watson 

H 

22 

2 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

^Green-winged  Teal 

1  IF 

3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew 

II 

15 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Rising,Roberson 

Northern  Pintail 

10F 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

n 

11 

1000 

Tonawanda  WMA 

■  D&D  Suggs 

n 

11 

11 

over  Ripley 

Rew,  Buck 

*Blue-winged  Teal 

12F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

n 

17 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson, Rising 

^Northern  Shove ler 

15F 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

ll 

17-25 

14-25 

Iroquois  NWR&vicin. 

Watson, Rising  et  al 

Gadwa 1 1 

1 1 F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

M 

17 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising 

American  Wigeon 

1  IF 

8 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

ft 

1  IF 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

H 

15 

4 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

American  Wigeon 

15 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

Canvasback 

1  IF 

35 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

N 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Redhead 

15F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1  IF 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

H 

11 F 

40 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

R 

1  IF 

75 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers,  Smiths 

R 

14 

200 

Ripley 

Moshers 

Greater  Scaup 

18 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

12F-18 

1-4 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzrick 

ft 

13 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Oldsquaw 

17F 

29 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

ft 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

White-winged  Scoter 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

13 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Buffi ehead 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising 

ft 

22 

3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Hooded  Merganser 

8F 

1 

Dunnvi 1 le  Twp. ,0nt. 

Andr 1 e ,Th i 1  Is 

ft 

10 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Lange 

ll 

13 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Common  Merganser 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising 

Red-br.  Merganser 

11 

125 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers,  Smiths 

R 

25 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson, Rising 

tl 

27 

18 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzrick 

* Turkey  Vulture 

12F 

4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

H 

13 

o 

c 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

Potter 

(1 

15 

40 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rising  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

11 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D&D  Suggs 

ft 

15,18,21 

1  ad. at  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess, Roberson  et  al 

ll 

17 

1  subad. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising 

ft 

17,22 

lad,limm+lad. 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna, Potter 

R 

18 

1  subad. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

N 

22 

1  ad. 

Wi lson-Tuscarora  SP 

Potter 

ft 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

II 

27 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

0.  Rosche 
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Name  of  Bird 
Northern  Harrier 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper  s  Hawk 

N 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

it 

N 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

n 

Peregrine  Falcon 

American  Coot 

II 

ttSandh i 1 1  Crane 

*Ki 1 Ideer 

M 

II 

R 

★Greater  Yel lowlegs 
★Pectoral  Sandpiper 
★Common  Snipe 

N 

It 

★American  Woodcock 

<i 

Little  Gull 

H 

C. Black-headed  Gul 1 

ft 

II 

Iceland  Gul 1 
Glaucous  Gul 1 
Long-eared  Owl 

It 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

II 

ft 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

It 

★Eastern  Phoebe 
Eastern  Phoebe 

tf 

★Tree  Swal low 
Tufted  Titmouse 

N 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

M 

H 

II 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

★Winter  Wren 


Mali 

Number 

25 

6 

4-27 

5  reports 

4-27 

5  reports 

15 

3 

3-30 

1 

9F,  17 

1,70 

12 

2 

3-18 

1-4 

25 

6 

15 

1 

10F 

5 

15 

3 

18 

1 

7F 

2 

10 

1 

10 

10 

11 

151 

22F , 25 

1,1 

221 

1 

15F 

1 

17 

30 

24 

72 

1  OF ,  1 2 , 2f 

)  8,10,1 

11 

4-5 

1-11 

1-4 

12 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5,8,12 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3,8,11 

2 

4,8 

8,6 

3,11 

7,3 

15 

1 

3,11 

1 

10,13 

1,1 

13 

1 

11 

1 

11 

3 

15E-31 

1-4 

131 

1 

16 

1 

12E 

14,46 

4 

1 

8,11,31 

1,1,1 

1-31 

1 

1-31 

2 

17-31 

1-4 

27 

1 

21 

1 

27 

1 

24F 

1 

Location 
Yates  Twp. 
throughout  region 
throughout  WNY 
Hamburg  Twp. 

Sheridan  Twp. 
Somerset  Twp. 

Pomfret  Twp. 
throughout  region 
Yates  Twp. 
over  Hamburg  Twp. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  NP 
Porter  Twp. 

Charlotte  Twp. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Porter  to  Newfane 
over  Ripley 
Eden  Twp. 

Eden  Twp. 

Dunkirk 
Eden  Twp. 

Eden  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pomfret  Twp. 
Queenston,Ont . 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 
Queenston,Ont. 
Queenston,Ont . 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Rock  Point  P.P. ,0nt . 
Long  Beach, Ont. 

Tifft  NP 
Queenston,Ont . 
Wilson-Tusc.  SP 
Carrol  1  ton  Twp. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Niag.  Penin. ,0nt. 
Amity  Twp. 

Portland  Twp. 

Wales 

Iroquois  NWR&  vicin. 
Porter  Twp.(f) 

Amity  Lake 
Wales  (f) 

Niagara  Fal 1 s( f ) 
Alfred  Twp. 

Cuba  Lake 
A1 fred  Twp. 

Java 

Tifft  NP 


Observer 

Watson 

D  Anna, Potter 
Rising  et  al 
R&C  Budniewski 
Chi  1  ton 
Mosher 

Watson  et  al 

Rew  et  al 

Watson 

Watson 

D&D  Suggs 

Rew 

Watson 

D'Anna, Potter 
Rew, Buck 

Andrle,  D&D  Suggs 
Andrle 

Moshers, Smiths 
Watson, Rising 
Andrle 

V&R  Pitzrick 
Mosher 

Bel lerby  et  al 
Bel lerby 
Bel lerby 

Watson, Rising  et  al 
Bel lerby 

Rew,Sundell  et  al 
Rew,Sundell  et  al 
Rising, Andrle  et  al 
D&D  Suggs, Andrle  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
Watson 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 

Potter  et  al 

Eaton 

D&D  Suggs 

Rising  et  al 

Pitzrick 

Moshers 

0.  Rosche 

Watson, Rising 

D  Anna, Potter 

Pi tzrick 

0.  Rosche 

Roberson 

Brooks 

Pitzrick 

Brooks 

0.  Rosche 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Manx 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

10F 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

N 

15 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

m 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-31 

6  reports 

throughout  WNY 

^Varied  Thrush 

3,7 

1 

Fredonia 

Rew,Sundel 1 , Mahoney  et  al 

M 

4 

1 

Fredonia  (f) 

Watson, Rising  et  al 

n 

6 

1 

Fredonia 

Roberson  et  al 

Northern  Mockingbird 

4 

1 

Dunkirk 

W&M  Barber 

*Brown  Thrasher 

21F-31 

1 

Eden  Twp.(f) 

Andr 1 e 

^American  Pipit 

17F 

10 

Yates  Twp. 

Chi  1  ton 

R 

20 

50 

Strykersvi 1 le 

HolmesCE.Aur.BC) 

n 

20 

75-100 

Java 

0.  Rosche 

» 

22 

56 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna 

N 

25 

100 

Newstead  Twp. 

Hess 

Cedar  Waxwing 

17 

250 

Angel ica 

W8.M  Barber 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

D'Anna 

H 

3 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

II 

11 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D ' Anna C BOS) 

Northern  Shrike 

13,15,17 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

^Loggerhead  Shrike 

31F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

H 

5 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R8.C  Budniewski 

*Fox  Sparrow 

24F 

<£ 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Snow  Bunting 

11 

55 

Wilson  Twp. 

D '  Anna C BOS) 

II 

22 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

D  Anna 

^Eastern  Meadowlark 

13F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes,Ruhl 

M 

13F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

H 

13F 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

4 

12 

Wainf leet ,0nt. 

D8.D  Suggs 

II 

5-20 

5  reports 

throughout  WNY 

^Brewers  Blackbird 

16,22,24,31  3,6,10,7 

Eden  Twp. 

Andrle 

M 

16 

10 

Eden  Twp. 

G&D  Rising 

H 

16 

2 

Eden  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

II 

25 

3 

Lockport  Twp. 

Roberson,  Insalaco 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

2-6 

WalesCf) 

0.  Rosche 

R 

1-23,9 

1,9 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

II 

21 

2 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Roberson 

White-w.  Crossbill 

3,8,15 

38,19,1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

3 

6 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D8.J  Roberson 

II 

4 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna, Potter 

M 

12 

6-8 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

n 

26,27 

2,2 

Alfred, Ward  Twps. 

Brooks 

ii 

31 

25 

Yates  Twp. 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Common  Redpol 1 

20 

1 

Hamburg  Twp.(f) 

Rew 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

300 

WalesCf) 

0.  Rosche 

II 

17-31 

473(banded) 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

6-20 

WalesCf) 

0.  Rosche 

II 

1-31 

4-45 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

(I 

3-31 

42  max. 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

N 

17-31 

1-4 

A1 fred  Twp. 

Brooks 

37 


Vol .  56  No.  4 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 103 

Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . 23 

Total  for  year . 126 


******** 


LAKE  ONTARIO  PLAIN  TRIP 
natch  11,  1990 

It  was  not  60  degrees.  The 

veatherman  had  been  positively  glowing  about 
oday’s  weather  -  sunshine  and  all  the  way  up  to 
30  degrees!  I  think  his  crystal  ball  needs  a 
une-up  -  we  reached  49  degrees  and  that  was  at 
?  A  M  The  drizzle  in  the  morning,  then  light 
ain  in  the  after  noon  made  the  weak  northeast 
vinds  feel  much  stronger  than  they  were 
Perhaps  as  manv  as  27  people  were  fooled  by  the 
veather  forecasters  into  coming  on  this  trip 
However,  I  prefer  to  think  that  with  the 
approach i ny  spring  and  thoughts  of  returning 
fathered  friends,  they  would  have  come  no 
natter  what  the  weather  Perhaps  only  I  was 
ooled  with  premonitions  of  scads  of  geese  and 
>wan$,  singing  Meadowlarks,  migrating  hawks, 
Hed-necked  Grebes  on  the  lake,  the  first  migrant 
'ox  Sparrows  and,  maybe  even  a  Yellow-headed 
blackbird  with  the  millions  or  blackbirds 
nigrating  along  the  lakeshore!  Sigh!  My  hopes 
n  the  spring  always  run  a  little  ahead  of  the 
iirds’  migration  instincts 

As  you  might  expect,  we  did  have 
>ome  interesting  finds  However,  my 
iisappointment  only  grew  deeper  when  the  Saw- 
vhet  Owl  and  White-winged  Crossbills  Betsy  and 
had  seen  on  Saturday  were  in  different  parts  of 
he  world  on  this  day.  But  enough!  Here,  at 
east,  are  the  birds  we  did  see, 

At  Wilson-Tuscarora  State  Park 
which  is  becoming  a  real  favorite  of  mine)  we 
lad  a  Northern  Shrike  that  was  very  cooperative 
Lvervone  got  a  look  at  him. 

In  a  large  plowed  field  along  the  south 
if  Lake  Road  in  the  Town  of  Wilson  we  had  a 
lonanza  of  hawks  as  well  as  55  Snow  Buntings. 


The  raptors  included  at  least  three  dark  morph 
Rough-legs,  two  Red-tails,  one  Harrier,  one 
Sharpie  and  one  Kestrel.  These  hawks  were  not 
migrating  at  the  moment  but  were  hunting,  which 
afforded  us  a  prolonged,  If  distant,  study. 

Other  birds  worth  mentioning  are  two 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  one  of  which  was 
dining  at  a  picnic  table  feeding  station,  and  an 
early  migrant  American  Wigeon 


Willie  D'Anna 
******** 

Ontario  Rare  Breeding 
Bird  Program 

Ontario  birders  are  engaged  in  a 
follow-up  program  to  their  Breeding  Bird  Atlas 
Project  ( 1 98 1  -  I  985).  The  goal  is  to  determine 
the  status  of  and  aid  in  the  recovery  of  the 
province's  rarest  birds.  Fifty  eight  species 
classed  as  rare,  threatened  or  endangered  have 
been  selected  for  a  three  year  effort  (1989- 
1991).  Last  year  was  mainly  devoted  to  checking 
all  historical  records  plus  some  field  work- 
-1485  sites  were  recorded  In  1990  and  1991 
these  sites  will  be  monitored  to  update  the  Atlas 
records.  In  addition,  each  participant  will 
survey  their  10  Km  square  for  other  suitable 
habitat  that  may  have  been  overlooked  in  1981- 
85 

Many  B.O.S.  members  bird 
extensively  in  Ontario  and  your  sightings  would 
be  a  great  help  to  the  Ontario  Rare  Breeding  Bird 
Program.  Would  you  make  notes  as  you  did  in 
your  Atlas  days?  Viz-  Date,  location,  number, 
breeding  code  etc.  Site  report  lorms  are 
available  on  request. 
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The  regionally  rare  species  selected 
for  study  In  the  Niagara  region  are:  Least 
Bittern;  Great.  Egret;  Black-crowned  Night. 
Heron,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
Peregrine  Falcon;  American  Coot;  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull;  Black  Tern;  Caspian  Tern;  Forster’s 
Tern,  Common  Barn  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl,  Long¬ 
eared  Owl;  Acadian  Flycatcher;  Tufted  Titmouse; 
Carolina  Wren;  Loggerhead  Shrike,  White-eyed 
Vireo;  Prairie  Warbler;  Cerulean  Warbler; 
Prothonotary  Warbler ;Louisiana  Watert.hrush; 
Hooded  Warbler,  Yellow- breasted  Chat; 
Dickcissel  and  Henslow’s  Sparrow 

The  information  you  provide  will  be 
kept  confidential  and  exact  nesting  sites  will  NOT 
be  published  On  completion  of  field  work  in 
1991,  the  information  obtained  will  help  in  the 
preservation  of  sites  and  in  the  production  of 
status  reports  and  recovery  plans 

Your  reports  should  be  sent  to  me  at 
Box  1276,  Niagara-on-t.he-Lake,  Ontario  LOS 
1  JO  (416  468-396 1 ).  During  July  and  August  I 
will  be  away  much  of  the  time,  but  another 
member  of  our  Niagara  Regional  Committee  is 
Mary  Ellen  Foley,  32  Maplewood  Dr.,  St 
Catherines,  Ontario  L2M  3P1  (  416  937-7671). 

0  R  B  B  P  operates  under  the 

sponsorship  of  the  Federation  of  Ontario 
Naturalists  with  support  from  private  and 
government  agencies.  We’d  be  most  grateful  to 
B.O.S.  members  who  send  us  historical  records 
and  field  observations  from  the  1990  and  '91 
breeding  seasons.  Reports  for  areas  outside  the 
Niagara  region  will  be  forwarded  to  the  correct 
regional  coordinator  Thank  you 

Gordon  Bel ler by 
Coordinator , 
Niagara  Region 
OR  B  B  P 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Congratulations  tu  New  Active  Member . 

Alec  Humann 

Welcome  to  the  following 
New  Associate  Members- 

Nicholas  &  Elizabeth  Randell 
298  Bryant  St 


Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-1251 

Nancy  Stengel 
62  Ward  Pk 

Grand  Island,  NY  14072 

Welcome  to  the  following 
Corresponding  Member. 

John  Luensman 
1  1  Oak  St. 

Mayville,  NY  1 4757 
753-7451 

Address  Changes- 

Rev  Raymond  Prybis 
486  Chandler  St. 
Tewksbury,  MA  0 1  876 

William  Townsend 
3 1  Brenon  Rd 
Amherst,  NY  14228-2851 
691-7775 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except 
the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and 
December,  at  8:00  p  m 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  University 
Presbyterian  Church,  3334  Main  Street  (corner 
of  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  ),  Buffalo  Enter  the 
parking  lot  from  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  Enter  the 
building  from  the  parking  lot  entrance,  upstairs 
to  the  third  landing  and  use  the  door  to  the  left. 


May  23  Joe  DiDomenico  offers  a 
presentation  on  Bird  Songs 

June  13  Picnic  Meeting  at  Tifft  Nature 
Preserve  -  Business  meeting  at  6:3u.  Dinner 
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before  at  your  convenience.  Results  of  this 
/ear’s  Little  Biddy  Birdathon  will  be  announced 
i\  bird  walk  wi  1 1  to  I  low. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


May  20;  Sunday.  BOS  MAY  Bird  Count. 
Compiler.  Ellen  Ochopp  ( 877-3686). 

May  27,  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00am 
(Yes,  SIX )  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  at  6-15  at  first 
parking  lot  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on 
Canadian  side  Leader;  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

June  1,2,3.  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage, 
sponsored  by  four  nature  clubs.  For  information 
sail  Mary  Saville  (662-5215). 

June  3-  Sunday  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  for  nesting  Prothonotary  and  Cerulean 
warblers  and  more.  Meet  at  7:00  a  m.  at  Amherst 
Book  World  (former  Citibank),  just  east  of  Main 
k  Transit.  Leader.  Art  Schaffner  ( 837-3237). 

June  6.  Wednesday.  Whip-poor-will  trip  to 
Port  Colborne.  Meet  at  6:30  PM  at  Vermont  & 
Busti  Leader*  Mike  Galas  (  693-4892) 

June  17  Sunday  Letchworth  State  Park  for 
nesting  warblers.  Meet  at  6:30  a.m.  east  of 
East  Aurora  on  Route  20A  just  east  of  the  Route 
400  overpass  We  will  meet  Doug  Bassett,  Park 
Naturalist  at  8  00  at  the  Parade  Grounds  parking 
lot.  Leader:  Don  Roberson  ( 283-5359). 

June  22;  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Meet,  at  7  00  a  m  at  Vermont  &  Busti,  or  at  7: 15 
the  first  parking  lot  (  0.6  mi.)  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader. 
Dick  Byron  (  662-4783) 

.ater  in  the  summer: 

^ug.  12;  Sunday.  Mystery  Trip  -  Go  where 
he  birds  are.  Call  Bill  Burch  (77-3690)  the 
lav  before  for  details:  Meeting  place  &  time, 


destination  etc. 

Aug.  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Meet  at  7.00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti,  or  at  7. 1 5 
at  the  first  parking  lot  (0,6  mi  )  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader; 
Dick  Byron  (  662-4783). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a 
lunch  should  be  brought.  For  further 
information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill 
Burch  773-3690. 

###****# 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later 
than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the 
compiler:  Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga 
Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the 
Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sist.i 
302  Lexington  Ave. 
Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back.  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  ® 
$.50  per  copy. 

Editor-  Charles  Halvorsen 
2 1 2  Main  Str eet 
West  Seneca,  NY  1  4224 


Planning  for  the  Future 
Here  are  the  dates  for  future  BOS  Bird  Counts 
Plan  Now  to  be  a  part  of  the  Action! 

1  990:  Oct.  1  4. 

1991:  Apr  14,  May  19,  Oct.  1  3 
1992:  Apr.  12,  May  17,  Oct.  11. 

1993:  Apr.  4,  May  16,  Oct.  10. 
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THE  MONTH:  April  1990 

Regular  readers  of  these  reports  will  recall  that  the  last  half  of  March  was 
relentlessly  cold  and  not  at  all  attractive  to  migrants.  April  continued  this 
pattern  through  almost  the  entire  month,  breaking  finally  on  the  23rd  to  produce 
unseasonable,  even  extreme  heat.  The  94°  in  Buffalo  on  the  28th  was  the  highest 
temperature  ever  recorded  there  for  April  and  the  81°  on  the  next  day  tied  the 
record  for  that  date;  81°  was  the  high  on  the  27th  as  well.  Nights  too  were  warm 
from  the  25th  on,  all  with  lows  above  55°.  This  week  of  high  temperatures  more  than 
balanced  the  steady  lows  earlier  to  make  the  average  of  48.5°  over  3°  above  normal. 
To  make  things  tougher  for  birds  and  birders,  the  cold  part  of  the  month  (and  even 
the  beginning  of  the  hot  period)  was  accompanied  by  much  precipitation,  the  5.2 
inches  total  3.1  inches  above  normal.  Until  the  22nd  there  were  only  three  days 
without  some  form  of  precipitation.  On  the  3rd  and  4th  this  took  the  form  of  7.5 
inches  of  snow  and  2.1  inches  of  snow  was  part  of  the  1.9  inches  of  precipitation 
falling  mostly  on  the  10th.  Other  heavy  rain  fell  on  the  2nd  through  the  3rd  (0.5 
inch),  14th  and  17th  (0.3  each),  20th  (0.8),  and  25th.  (0.4).  Interestingly  only  one 
of  these  days  of  heavy  precipitation  (the  14th)  fell  on  a  weekend,  so  the  effect  on 
coverage  was  not  as  great  as  it  might  have  been. 

Despite  the  inclement  weather  through  the  22nd,  over  half  of  these  days  enjoyed 
mild  SW  winds  and  migrants  did  trickle  through.  Arrival  dates  during  this  period 
were  unexpectedly  quite  comparable  to  those  of  the  past  four  years.  Two  exceptions 
to  this  were  Great  Egret,  first  recorded  on  the  21st  this  year  with  the  latest  first 
record  the  11th  in  1987;  and  Ruddy  Duck,  first  seen  on  the  19th  this  year,  latest 
over  this  span  the  12th  again  in  1987. 

The  BOS  Count  on  April  8,  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  provides  more 
striking  evidence  of  the  effects  of  the  long  cold  spell.  Although  the  overall  count 
is  comparable  to  the  previous  two  years  and  well  above  earlier  years,  the  count  of 
native  passerine  species  (flycatchers  to  finches)  makes  up  only  20%  of  the  total, 
this  down  from  an  average  26%  for  the  previous  four  years.  Thus  waterfowl  and  birds 
of  prey  constitute  a  larger  proportion  of  the  birds  counted  than  do  the  generally 
less  hardy  perching  birds.  In  fact,  of  the  nonpasserine  families  only  herons, 
shorebirds,  and  woodpeckers  had  low  counts  compared  with  the  previous  four  years, 
with  both  dabbling  and  diving  ducks  doing  especially  well.  On  the  other  hand, 
counts  of  most  passerine  groups  were  down  with  flycatchers,  swallows,  thrushes,  and 
icterids  all  establishing  five  year  lows.  Meanwhile  finch  numbers  were  well  up 
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(remarkably  the  number  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  recorded  almost  equaling  the  number  of 
American  Goldfinches)  and  a  large  flock  of  Snow  Buntings  was  observed,  the  first  on 
this  count  in  many  years  and  the  high  number  for  the  history  of  this  census.  These 
overall  trends  and  specific  instances  are  exactly  what  common  sense  would  predict, 
given  the  weather  conditions. 

This  count  underscores  one  other  feature:  the  remarkable  success  story  of  the 
Wild  Turkey  as  a  reintroduced  game  bird.  Through  most  of  the  1980s  the  number  of 
turkeys  censused  was  about  the  equal  to  the  numbers  of  pheasants  and  grouse.  This 
year  the  number  of  turkeys  is  almost  double  the  total  of  the  other  two  species. 
(Looked  at  only  slightly  differently,  this  same  data  could  be  considered  as 
representative  of  the  terrible  waste  of  public  funds  over  many  years  on  stocking 
Ring-necked  Pheasants.  I  recall  reading  more  than  thirty  years  ago  in  a 
Conservation  Department  research  publication  that  the  cost  then  to  New  York  State 
per  released  pheasant  that  made  it  to  a  hunter's  bag  was  over  $13!  My  understanding 
now  is  that  the  state  is  no  longer  having  to  release  additional  turkeys  and  is 
instead  exporting  excess  birds  to  establish  populations  in  other  regions.) 

And  now  consider  the  more  exciting  final  week  of  the  month  with  its  nearly 
perfect  weather  conditions  for  migration.  The  following  15  species  beat  the  Date 
Guide  early  limits  (number  of  days  early  in  parentheses) :  Least  Flycatcher  on  April 
25th  (2),  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  26th  (3),  Swainson's  Thrush  28th  (2),  Yellow- 
throated  Vireo  28th  (4),  Blue-winged  Warbler  26th  (6),  Golden-winged  Warbler  28th 
(3) ,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  28th  (3) ,  Magnolia  Warbler  28th  (2) ,  Bay-breasted 
Warbler  28th  (8),  Cerulean  Warbler  28th  (1),  Ovenbird  28th  (2),  Common  Yellowthroat 
29th  (1),  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  28th  (2),  Lincoln's  Sparrow  28th  (1),  and  Bobolink 
25th  (3) .  Two  other  species  came  in  on  the  Date  Guide  limit:  Veery  and  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler. 

Roberta  McDonald  shares  the  following  raptor  counts,  mostly  Broad-winged  Hawks, 
from  Lakeside  Memorial  Park  for  this  period:  on  the  23rd,  286;  24th,  1178;  25th, 

2184  including  a  record  40  Ospreys;  26th,  292;  27th,  288;  and  28th,  290  with  3  Bald 
Eagles  among  them.  What  appears  to  have  happened  is  that  the  break  in  the  cold 
weather  released  large  numbers  of  hawks,  but  the  surge  simply  played  itself  out  by 
the  26th.  This  parallels  Peter  Yoerg' s  and  my  experience  censusing  Williamsville 
Glen  (which  we  hope  to  report  in  the  next  Prothonotary)  except  that  our  peak  came  on 
the  28th.  Here  are  our  preliminary  counts  for  April  25th,  28th,  and  30th:  total 
number  of  birds  183,  209,  148;  and  total  number  of  warblers  24,  56,  5. 

Elizabeth  Brooks  continued  through  April  to  add  to  her  amazing  number  of  Pine 
Siskins  banded.  She  banded  an  additional  501  —  100  in  one  day!  —  to  make  her  1990 
total  1636.  Ms  Brooks  also  banded  265  Dark-eyed  Juncos  and  21  other  species  during 
this  month,  a  total  of  982  new  bands.  Some  interesting  returns  included  a  9th  year 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  a  7th  year  Black-capped  Chickadee,  and  a  7th  year  Chipping 
Sparrow.  I  find  those  longevity  records  extraordinary:  consider  in  this  regard  the 
delicacy  of  the  chickadee:  it  weighs  about  as  much  as  two  pats  of  butter!  But 
Wallace  reports  wild  chickadee  life  spans  of  9  to  10  years  and  Hairy  Woodpecker  11. 

As  always  there  were  "exciting"  birds  seen  during  April:  Eurasian  Wigeons  early 
and  late  in  the  month;  a  Northern  Goshawk  on  the  15th;  2  Golden  Eagles  on  the  15th 
and  another  on  the  28th;  several  Merlins  during  that  last  week;  17  Little  Gulls  on 
the  April  8th  count  (more  than  double  the  previous  record  and  continuing  the  North 
American  success  story  for  this  Eurasian  species)  with  1  remaining  on  the  21st;  a 
Varied  Thrush,  this  one  on  Goat  Island,  from  the  19th  to  the  22nd;  a  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  at  the  Budniewskis'  feeders  in  Sheridan  from  the  12th  through  the  14th;  a 
Dickcissel  on  the  18th;  and  up  to  16  Brewer's  Blackbirds  continuing  through  the 
18th.  Many  BOS  members  had  a  chance  to  see  some  of  these  birds  based  on  information 
obtained  from  the  society's  "hot  line"  or  from  Art  Clark's  "Dial-a-Bird"  information 
at  896-1271. 

Literature  cited: 

Andrle,  Robert  F.,  et  al.,  eds .  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario. 

Fifth  Edition.  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  1983. 

Wallace,  George  J.  An  Introduction  to  Ornithology.  New  York,  Macmillan,  1955. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds 
Adjacent  Qntario(B.Q.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  . 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 
PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding 
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Location 
Yates  Twp 
Amity  Lake 
Amity  Lake 
Mayvi 1  le 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Buffalo 
Tifft  NP 
Golden  Hill  3P 
Tona  WMA  &  vicin. 
Golden  Hill  3P 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Tifft  HP 
Tifft  NP 
Niag.  Falls.Ont 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Lewiston  Twp 
Buckhorn  Is.  SP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Tifft  NP 
Clarence  Twp 
Iroquois  NWR 
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Tonawanda  WMA 

II 

II 
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D'Anna  et  al 
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D  Anna, Watson  et  al 
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D  Anna,  Potter 
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D  Anna 
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Watson 
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Watson, Rising  et  al 
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D&D  Suggs 
D&D  Suggs 
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Watson 
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Andrle  et  al 
D  Anna 
Andrle  et  al 
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D'Anna  et  al 
Mosher  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
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Name  of-Blrd 

Apr.,. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 
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15 
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Porter  Twp 

D'anna,  Watson 

*Golden  Eaole 

15 

1  imm. 
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ll 
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3 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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Pectoral  Sandpiper 

7,15 

5,5 
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13 

8 
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Watson,  D  Anna  et  al 
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20 

8 
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17 
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i 
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Rising  et  al 

ll 
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i 

Golden  Hills  SP 
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H 

21 

1,22 
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DAnna  et  al 

II 

29 

25 
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Watson,  D  Anna 

Common  Tern 

17 

a 
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it 

20 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

♦Black  Tern 
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5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising,  Galas 

II 

30 

0 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

&PXx 

Nwtec 

LQ.C4.tiQn 

Observer 

Long-eared  Owl 

21 

2 

Golden  Hills  SP 

Chilton 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

21 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

aChimney  Swift 

25F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

II 

25F 

2 

Wilson-Tusc.  SP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

N 

30 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

28 

1 

Pt  Gratiot 

R&C  Budniewski 

H 

28f 

1 

Erie  Bch.  Ont 

D&D  Suggs 

II 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rising  et  al 

II 

29 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Roberson 

H 

29 

M 

Tifft  NP,  Iroq.  WNR 

D'Anna,  Watson 

II 

29 

1 

Times  Bch.  Bflo 

D&D  Suggs 

Red-be! 1 ied  Wdpkr. 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

It 

21 

1 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Watson  et  al 

It 

28 

i 

Erie  Bch.  Ont 

D&D  Suggs 

II 

29 

1,1 

Lewiston, Porter 

Roberson 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

14 

4 

Tifft  NP 

Rising,  Suggs  et  al 

II 

15 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

*Least  Flycatcher 

251 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

II 

27 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

II 

28 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

Least  Flycatcher 

28 

1-2 

Fredonia 

Mosher  et  al 

ll 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

M 

28 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

II 

28 

1,1 

Lewiston, Porter 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

26F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp 

Yoerg,  Walker 

ft 

26F.27 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

II 

28 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

28 

1 

Times  Bch.  Bflo 

Watson 

II 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  D'Anna 

aEastern  Kingbird 

27F 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

H 

28 

1 

Ripley  Twp 

Mosher 

*Purple  Martin 

15F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc  SP 

D'Anna  et  al 

H 

19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

16F, 19 

1,5 

Tifft  NP 

Lange 

N 

21 

2 

Porter  Twp 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Bank  Swallow 

28F 

3 

Hamburg  Twp 

Rising,  Galas 

Barn  Swal low 

15 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 

N 

15 

2 

Wilson-Tusc.  Sp 

D  Anna  et  al 

II 

17 

z 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Lange 

Tufted  Titmouse 

18 

1 

Gowanda 

Pi tzrick 

ll 

25 

✓N 

z 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzr ick 

ll 

28 

1 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Roberson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

21 

5 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

24 

3 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

Brown  Creeper 

21 

20 

Tifft  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

Carol ina  Wren 

12-19 

1 

Java 

0.  Rosche 

ll 

20 

1 

Pt  Gratiot 

Mosher 

H 

20 

1 

Canadaway  Cr.  NS 

Mosher 

H 

28 

** 

0 

Erie  Bch.  Ont 

D&D  Suggs 

*House  Wren 

21F 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

ll 

Zz 

1 

Goat  Island 

D&D  Suggs 

*Marsh  Wren 

29F 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

R&G  Lange 

3olden-cr.  Kinglet 

19 

84 

Will iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising 
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Name  of  Bird 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

II 

II 

II 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

H 

II 

H 

Eastern  Bluebird 
#Veery 

aSwainson's  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 

ll 

II 

aWood  Thrush 

II 

Varied  Thrush 

ll 

aGray  Catbird 

H 

Northern  Mockingbird 
Brown  Thrasher 

H 

American  Pipet 

H 

II 

aSol i tary  Vireo 

It 

II 

aYellow-thr.  Vireo 
aWarbl ing  Vireo 

H 

aBlue-winged  Warbler 

It 

II 

ll 

a  Golden-wing.  Warbler 

ll 

aNashvi 1 le  Warbler 

II 

II 

ll 

aYel low  Warbler 

II 

ll 

aChestnut-s.  Warbler 
aMagnol la  Warbler 
aBl .-thr .  B1 .  Warbler 

II 

ll 

ll 

Yellow-r,  Warbler 


hSLu 

Number 

16-30 

1-4 

18 

6 

21 

30 

29 

30 

28F 

1 

28F 

1 

28F 

1 

29 

2 

30 

23  pr. 

28F.29 

1,1 

2§F 

1 

14 

1 

19 

2 

24 

11 

27F 

1 

28 

1 

19 

1 

20,22 

1 

21 

1 

28F 

1 

29 

1 

29 

1 

19 

2 

20 

1 

13 

50  est. 

28 

17 

28 

20 

21F 

1 

23 

1 

23 

1 

m 

1 

27 

1 

28 

1 

26Z 

1 

21 

1 

21 

3 

29 

281 

1 

28F 

1 

27F 

1 

27F 

1 

27F 

2 

27F 

1 

27F 

1 

27F 

5 

28 

3 

28F 

1 

201 

1 

28F 

r- 

28F 

2,1 

29 

1 

29 

1 

13F-30 

1-13 

Location 
Alfred  Twp 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Tiff t  NP 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Lewiston  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
E.  Aurora 
Amity  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Tifft  NP 
Goat  Island 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Jamestown 
Niagara  Fal Is 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Goat  Island 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glenn 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Porter  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Goat  Island 
Porter  Twp 
Ripley  Twp 
Porter  Twp 
Pomfret  Twp 
Carrollton  Twp 
Jamestown 
Pomfret  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Tifft  NP 

H 

II 

II 

Golden  Hill  SP 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Pomfret  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  NP 
Amity  Lake 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  NP 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 
Lewiston  Twp 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Lewiston, Porter 
Tifft  NP 

H 

Amity  Lake 


Qbserygi 

Brooks 

Watson 

D&D  Suggs 

Roberson 

Chilton 

Roberson 

Watson 

Holmes 

Pitzr ick 

Watson,  Suggs  et  al 

D'Anna 

Watson  et  al 

D'Anna 

Chi  1  ton 

Sundel 1 

Roberson 

D  Anna 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

Roberson 

Rising 

Watson  et  al 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Lange 

Roberson 

Watson 

Mosher  et  al 

D'Anna 

Mosher 

Eaton 

Sundel 1 

Mosher 

D&D  Suggs 

Hess 

Yoerg  et  al 
Lange 

Rising  et  al 

Watson,  D'Anna  et  al 

Chi  1  ton 

D&D  Suggs 

Mosher 

Lange 

Potter,  House 
D&D  Suggs 
Pitzrick 
Potter,  House 
Watson 
Rising 
Potter 
Chilton 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Watson  et  al 
D&D  Suggs 
Pitzrick 
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Name  or  Bird 
Yellow-r.  Warbler 

II 

It 

#B1 ,-thr .  Green  Warb. 

H 

« 

♦Blackburian  Warbler 

II 

II 

Pine  Warbler 
♦Palm  Warbler 

H 

H 

♦Bay-breasted  Warbler 
♦Cerulean  Warbler 

H 

♦B1 .  and  w.  Warbler 

II 

II 

II 

♦Ovenbird 

II 

♦Northern  Waterthrush 

II 

♦La.  Waterthrush 

il 

It 

♦Common  Yellowthroat 
♦Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

Dickcissel 
Rufous-s.  Towhee 

ll 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 
^Chipping  Sparrow 

(i 

Field  Sparrow 

ll 

l( 

Vesper  Sparrow 

ll 

Savannah  Sparrow 

il 

Fox  Sparrow 

ll 

ll 

il 

ll 

n 

♦Lincoln  s  Sparrow 


Apr.,, 

Nuffibic 

14 

1 

14-30 

3-10 

28 

50 

28F 

2 

28F 

1 

28F 

3,2 

28F 

1 

28F 

2 

30 

1 

28F 

1 

27F 

27F 

2 

28 

5 

28 

3 

m 

1 

m 

1 

29 

1,2 

27F 

1 

28 

4 

28 

3 

28 

1 

28 

i* 

28F 

1 

30 

1 

28F 

2 

29 

1 

21F 

1 

23 

1 

<s7 

1 

29F  . 

2 

28F 

L 

28£ 

l 

18 

l 

14 

i 

14F-30 

1-2 

23 

1 

3F-30 

1-8 

17-30 

1-4 

14 

1 

15 

1 

15-30 

1-2 

15 

1 

28 

1 

9-30 

1-2 

13 

1 

2,20 

2,1 

14 

1 

14,19,27 

3,1,1 

19,20 

1 

21 

1 

21 

5,2 

28F 

1-2 

29 

2.1 

Location 
Sheridan  Twp 
Alfred&Ward  Twps 
Lewiston  Twp 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Tifft  NP 
Lewiston, Porter 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Lewiston  Twp 
Ward  Twp 
Lewiston  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Tifft  NP 
Lewiston  Twp 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Times  Bch,  Tifft  NP 
Pomfret 

Golden  Hill  SP 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 
Lewiston  Twp 
Lewiston  Twp 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 
Sheridan  Twp 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Tifft  NP 
Pomfret  Twp 
Carrollton  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Pomfret  Twp 
Erie  Bch,  Ont 
FredoniaC  f ) 

Tifft  NP 
Alfred  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
WalesCf ) 

A1 fred  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Sheridan  Twp 
Alfred  Twp 
Pomfret  Twp 
Ripley  Twp 
Amity  Twp 
Somerset  Twp 
Pomfret  Twp 
Sheridan  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Goat  Island 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Times  Bch,  Tifft  NP 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Times  Bch,  Tifft  NP 


Observer 

R&C  Budniewski 

Brooks 

Roberson 

Chi  1  ton 

Watson 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Chilton 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Brooks 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Lange,  D&D  Suggs 

Potter,  House 

Chilton 

Watson 

Roberson 

D&D  Suggs 

Watson,  D"Anna  et  al 

Mosher 

Chi  1  ton 

Rising 

Roberson 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Rising 

Budniewski 

Chi  1  ton 

D'Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Mosher 

Eaton 

D&D  Suggs 

Rising  et  al 

Moshers 

D&D  Suggs 

Goetz 

Watson  et  al 
Brooks 
Lange 
0.  Rosche 
Brooks 
D&D  Suggs 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 

Brooks 

Mosher 

Mosher  et  al 

Pi tzr ick 

Chi  1  ton 

Moshers 

R&C  Budniewski 

Rising,  Lange  et  al 

D  Anna  et  al 

Chi  1  ton 

D  Anna  et  al 

Potter 

Potter  et  al 


47 


Vo) .  56  No.  5 


Name  of  Bird 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Swamp  Sparrow 

14 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 

it 

14F 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

H 

24 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

5F 

3 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

H 

28 

250 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Hess 

#White-cr.  Sparrow 

20  F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

n 

27 

2 

Tifft  NP 

Lange,  D&D  Suggs 

u 

27 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D&D  Suggs 

*Bobol ink 

25£ 

1 

Porter  Twp 

D'Anna 

II 

28 

4 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

*Ye 1 1 ow-h .  Blackbird  12,13,14 

1 

Sheridan  Twp(f) 

R&C  Budniewski 

Brewer's  Blackbird 

2-18 

3-16max 

Eden  Twp 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

7 

8 

Eden  Twp 

D'Anna 

II 

14 

10 

Eden  Twp 

W&tson  et  al 

^northern  Oriole 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Moshers 

it 

28 

1 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

1-30 

10  reports 

throughout  WNY 

White-w.  Crossbill 

21,24,30 

8,4,5 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

li 

23 

2 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

60max 

James t own (f ) 

Sundel 1 

II 

1-30 

501  banded 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

1-30 

60 

Wales<  f ) 

0.  Rosche 

H 

1-30 

35-1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

II 

24 

40 

Golden  Hill  3P 

Chi  1  ton 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1,14,22 

24,4,4 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

It 

1-30 

55-1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzrick 

M 

4 

n 

( 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

M 

5-27 

18-40 

WalesCf ) 

0.  Rosche 

H 

28 

5 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  previously  recorded 

.126 

Species,  subspecies 

8,  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

.  ( incl  15  on  Count)  . 

.  74 

Total  for  year  .  . 

.200 
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Report  of  the  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 


Date:  April  8,  1990  Compiler:  Richard  Collins 

Weather:  AM  -  Mostly  sunny,  temperature  in  the  high  20s  to  mid  30s.  Winds  from  the  southwest  and 
west  10  to  15  mph.  Some  southern  tier  areas  reported  snow  flurries. 

PM  -  Mostly  sunny  with  increasing  wind  velocity  and  temperatures  rising  to  the  mid  40s.  Some 
areas  reported  light  snow  cover. 


Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed  and  the 
number  of  sections  in  which  observed.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections, 
the  section  numbers  are  then  given.  Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable 
written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  date  for  the  spring  migration; 

*  represents  first  date  for  the  year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

37 

13 

Northern  Shoveler 

81 

8 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

48 

15 

Gadwall 

31 

6 

Homed  Grebe 

95 

13 

American  Wigeon 

457 

17 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

1 

4 

Canvasback 

156 

6 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

F 

2 

1 

4 

Redhead 

30 

5 

American  Bittern* 

F 

3 

3 

11,24,26 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1183 

23 

Great  Blue  Heron 

214 

22 

Greater  Scaup 

472 

15 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

10 

1 

2 

Lesser  Scaup 

616 

15 

Tundra  Swan 

68 

10 

unidentified  scaup 

124 

4 

Mute  Swan 

1 

1 

11 

Oldsquaw 

709 

7 

Snow  Goose 

3 

2 

4,13 

Black  Scoter* 

1 

1 

Canada  Goose 

69669 

27 

White-winged  Scoter 

21 

3 

Wood  Duck 

346 

20 

Common  Goldeneye 

348 

15 

Green-winged  Teal 

300 

17 

Bufflehead 

953 

24 

American  Black  Duck 

259 

15 

Hooded  Merganser 

242 

18 

Mallard 

1893 

28 

Common  Merganser 

536 

15 

Northern  Pintail 

149 

5 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

10093 

25 

Blue- winged  Teal 

129 

15 

unidentified  ducks 

292 

1 

Raptors 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

379 

26 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

322 

28 

Osprey* 

F 

7 

6 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

29 

8 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1 

10 

American  Kestrel 

282 

26 

Northern  Harrier 

69 

15 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

38 

11 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

36 

12 

Ruffed  Grouse 

38 

10 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

14 

10 

Wild  Turkey 

128 

11 

Northern  Goshawk* 

1 

1 

3 

American  Coot 

158 

9 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

15 

9 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Killdeer 

548 

27 

Ring-billed  Gull 

70824 

22 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

2 

14,23 

Herring  Gull 

4146 

18 

Lesser  Yellowlegs* 

F 

1 

1 

28 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Common  Snipe 

111 

17 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

2 

American  Woodcock 

30 

10 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

194 

11 

Little  Gull 

17 

2 

Common  Tern* 

F  4 

2 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

7983 

9 

4 

4,5,9 


2 

3,4 

7,9 


4  9 


Vol .  56  No.  5 


Doves  -  Swallows 


Rock  Dove 

2138 

28 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker*  F 

2 

2 

11,28 

Mourning  Dove 

1402 

28 

Downy  Woodpecker 

301 

27 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

7 

4 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

71 

18 

Great  Homed  Owl 

13 

7 

Northern  Flicker 

113 

24 

Barred  Owl 

2 

2 

20,26 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

7 

6 

Short-eared  Owl 

9 

3 

5,7,19 

Eastern  Phoebe 

51 

13 

Belted  Kingfisher 

37 

20 

Homed  Lark 

256 

17 

Red-headed  Woodpecker*  F 

2 

2 

5,6 

Tree  Swallow 

414 

12 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

16 

9 

Bam  Swallow*  F 

1 

1 

23 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

883 

28 

Eastern  Bluebird 

90 

15 

American  Crow 

3224 

28 

Hermit  Thrush*  F 

2 

2 

7,18 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1345 

28 

American  Robin 

8279 

28 

Tufted  Titmouse 

27 

7 

Gray  Catbird 

3 

2 

25,26 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

78 

18 

Northern  Mockingbird 

13 

4 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

219 

25 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

25 

Brown  Creeper 

52 

16 

American  Pipit 

483 

6 

Carolina  Wren 

8 

4 

Cedar  Waxwing 

688 

14 

Winter  Wren 

2 

2 

8,20 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

10 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

293 

21 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

1 

1 

26 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

6 

4 

European  Starling 

18097 

28 

Warblers  -  Finches 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1 

1 

23 

Snow  Bunting 

500 

1 

Northern  Cardinal 

495 

28 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

10883 

28 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

F 

8 

6 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

115 

19 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

282 

24 

Rusty  Blackbird 

208 

14 

Chipping  Sparrow 

22 

8 

Common  Grackle 

7320 

28 

Field  Sparrow 

F 

3 

3 

4,12,16 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1459 

25 

Vesper  Sparrow* 

F 

2 

1 

10 

Purple  Finch 

241 

14 

Savannah  Sparrow* 

F 

10 

5 

House  Finch 

2062 

27 

Fox  Sparrow 

11 

6 

Common  Redpoll 

35 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

1863 

28 

Pine  Siskin 

3157 

23 

Swamp  Sparrow* 

F 

14 

5 

American  Goldfinch 

1256 

24 

White-throated  Sparrow 

43 

9 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1210 

14 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

4 

3 

26,27,28 

House  Sparrow 

2422 

28 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2129 

27 

Summary  Information 

Total  Species  Observed  -  131 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  249,288 


RECORD  HIGH  COUNTS: 
TOTAL  -  11 


WOOD  DUCK  -  346 

GREEN  WINGED  TEAL  -  300 

MALLARD  -  1893 

RING  NECKED  DUCK  -  1183 

LITTLE  GULL  -  17 

GREAT  BLACK  BACKED  GULL  -  194 

EASTERN  SCREECH  OWL  -  7 

RED  BREASTED  NUTHATCH  -  78 

ROSE  BREASTED  GROSBEAK  -  20 

SNOW  BUNTING  -  500 

PINE  SISKIN  -  3157 
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OTHER  HIGH  COUNTS: 
TOTAL  -  6 


LOW  COUNTS: 
TOTAL  -  12 


UNUSUAL  SIGHTINGS: 


-  NORTHERN  SHOVELER  (SECOND  HIGHEST) 

-  AM.  WIDGEON  (SECOND  HIGHEST) 

-  ROCK  DOVE  (SECOND  HIGHEST) 

-  COMMON  LOON  -  10  YR  HIGH 

-  AM.  BLACK  DUCK  -  15  YR  HIGH 

-  CEDAR  WAXWING  -  10  YR  HIGH 

-  GREAT  HORNED  OWL  -  10  YR  LOW 

-  LONG  EARED  OWL  -  10  YR  LOW 

-  BELTED  KINGFISHER  -  30  YR  LOW 

-  HAIRY  WOODPECKER  -  15  YR  LOW 
EASTERN  PHOEBE  -  15  YR  LOW  (TIE) 

-  BARN  SWALLOW  -  10  YR  (TIE)  LOW 

-  WINTER  WREN  -  20  YR  LOW 

-  YELLOW  RUMPED  WARBLER  -  10  YR  LOW 

-  RUFOUS  SIDED  TOWHEE  -  10  YR  LOW 

-  FIELD  SPARROW  -  40  YR  LOW 

-  VESPER  SPARROW  -  10  YR  LOW  (TIE) 

-  EASTERN  MEADOWLARK  -  40  YR  LOW 

(LAST  YEAR  WAS  ALSO  RECORD  LOW) 

-  WHITE  FRONTED  GOOSE 

-  EURASIAN  WIDGBON 

-  NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 

-  MERLIN 

-  NORTHERN  SHRIKE 

-  LOGGERHEAD  SHRIKE 


OBSERVERS:  COMPILERS  NAMES  ARE  UNDERLINED 

#1)  GARY  NOVOSEL 

#2)  DICK  BYRON.  BOBBIE  BYRON 

#3)  WILLIE  D’ ANNA,  BETSY  POTTER,  WALTER  KLABUNDE,  E.J. 
MORELAND,  SUSAN  RACE 

#4)  BOB  BROCK.  WILLIAM  WATSON 

#5)  DICK  CHRISTENSEN.  PEG  CHRISTENSEN,  BILL  BURCH, GAIL 
SEAMANS,  MARION  SMITH,  P.  GOHEEN ,  BETTY  JRNNINGS , 
MORGAN  JONES,  C. PRATT,  BILL  TOWNSEND 

#6)  JOE  THILL,  JOHN  THILL,  BOB  ANDRLE ,  JERRY  CHAPPLE, 
NINA  CHAPPLE 


#7)  MARC YA  FOSTER.  BLAYNE  FARNHAN,  DREW  CAMPBELL 

#8)  MIKE  ZEBEHAZY.  MATT  ZEBAHAZY,  DOUG  HAPP 

#9)  DON  ROBERSON.  ED  CROHN,  MARY  ANN  STEGMEIER ,  KAREN 
RENNING,  TOM  INSALACO,  BILL  BURCH 

#10  DICK  COLLINS,  TIM  COLLINS,  MIKE  GALAS,  JERRY  RISING, 
KATHY  KAHLE 
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#11)  ALEC  HUMANN ,  SHARON  SISTI,  MARJORIE  HURWITZ,  ELLEN 
SCHOPP,  BRUCE  JOHNSON,  KATHY  HENTZ 

#12)  ANNE  BAUER ,  RAY  FRANZ,  TOM  HARP&R,  DOROTHY  DANNER, 

CY  WOLFLING 

#13)  DAVE  KELLER,  MARIE  KELLER,  GEORGE  MAHONEY,  DON  THORAU, 
BOB  &  EILEEN  HULL,  MAX  AND  JANE  MASON 

#14)  BARBARA  WALKER,  KEN  &  BARB  BRANDIS,  MRS.  J  HUNLEY ,  BOB  & 
LUCILLE  LEONARD,  ERMA  KERN,  PHYLIS  HANSEN,  ERNIE  BAKER, 
CLARE  STALL,  A.  ORFEO ,  CLARENCE  &  MARY  HERBST ,  BARB 
HOWARD,  JANE  WILSON,  JEAN  COLLINS,  M.  WALTERS,  MARY 
BRADY,  JOANNE  HENRY,  BOBBI  McDONALD 

#15)  BILL  BOGACKI ,  ALICE  McKALE,  ART  &  OLGA  ROSCHE 

#16)  RON  LANG,  GIL  LANG,  MARY  LANG 

#17)  WAVEL  &  MAXINE  BARBER,  AUDREY  HORBETT,  JOE  AND  JACKIE 
ISGRO,  JOYCE  CAREY 

#18)  BRUCE  CHILTON 

#19)  ALICE  EVANS ,  F.CLANCEY,  V. CARPENTER,  A.  EVANS,  MM.  R 
NICHOLSON,  L  MULLEN,  MM  J  RAYBUCK,  MM  R.  WILSON,  J. 
KOLAKOWSKI,  MM  H.  LANG,  R.  ANDREWS,  L. HOTCHKISS,  E. 
MARVIN,  J  MACEWEN,  V.RICE,  T.  ROCK,  E. SMITH,  MM  E. 

SMITH,  MM  0.  WILLIAMS 

#20)  TERRY  MAHONEY ,  C  &  R  BUDNIEWSKI,  S. DENNING,  D  &  K 

BRYANT,  J.  CULLEN,  J.  FLORY,  J.  GOETZ, J.GULA  SR.  &  JR., 
T. MOSHER,  T. MAHONEY,  P.LANGER,  D  &  L  NEVEU,  M.SUNDEN, 

K. SOUTER,  T. WELCH,  B.  PETERSON,  A.  SCHAFER  L  &  J  VERNON, 

#21)  BOB  SUNDELL,  D.  CORDOSI  J. HEILMAN,  M. HENDRICKS,  J. 

NELSON, JEAN  PIGMAN,  DOT  PILDBLAD,  C.ROBY,  B.  SELEEN, 

M.  WERNERS 

#22)  BOB  SUNDELL,  M  CLARK,  B  &  L  O’BRIEN,  D  CARDOSI 

#23)  BOB  SUNDELL.  D . CORDOS I , S . MAGG 10 ,  C  &  J  MAGGIO,  J. NELSON 
J. PIGMAN,  T. SIMMONS,  ILLA  STUART,  SUSAN  SUCKOW 

#24)  TIM  BAIRD 

#25)  TIM  BAIRD ,  MERIS  AARON,  D. BAKER,  A . BORDONARO , 

L. BORDONARO,  A. CHURCH,  STEVE  EATON,  A.  FE IGHTNER , 

A . KNITTLE ,  C. VALES,  J  &  R  VAN  SCOY 

#26)  DORIS  BURTON,  L.  BURTON,  CONNIE  COON,  M  &  A  SCOTT, 

J  &  B  COMPTON,  S.  FOSTER,  J.  YOUNG,  G.  BUMP,  MM  L  BUMP, 

N.  PIZZA 

#27)  DORIS  BURTON,  D . HULBERT ,  EL  KING,  L. SIMONS,  F . DEGROFF , 

N . IVES,  B  &  C  JAMES,  M. BARNETT,  H.  LINK,  0.  REYNOLDS,  R. 
BROWN,  J.  DICKENSON 
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#28)  CLARENCE  KLINGENSMITH  E. BROOKS,  J.  COPENHAVER,  C. 

COCH,  E.  CUSHING,  L.  DEVERELL,  R  &  E  E ISENHARDT ,  P  &  T 
FINLAY,  C . GRADONI ,  C  &  M  KLINGENSMITH,  K.  MACDONALD,  A. 
NINOS,  A  &  B  PIPAL,  M  &  L  SOULE,  D.  RASE,  S . WOOD ,  M 
BROWN,  MM  C  BURDICK,  H. GRAVES,  E. LARSON,  J.  STRONG,  MM  B 
TAGGART,  MRS  G. TAGGART,  MM  W. THOMPSON,  MM  F.  WYGNANT , 

D. BAYLESS,  E  BIEHL,  L. BRINK,  W  &  V  BROWNELL,  P.DUBREVIL, 

J  &  L  GIBSON,  M. HAYES,  W  &  B  KELLOGG,  E. MASON,  L.  PHELAN, 
C  &  V  SHARRETT,  E . KENT ,  C. STEPHANS,  D. BURTON,  M  &  M 
ADAMS,  C. BUTTON,  S. HOTCHKISS,  M. JORDAN,  R.  PITZRICK, 
V.PITZRICK,  J. BROWNING,  D  &  E  COATS,  P  &  M  FULLER,  E  &  L 
ROSITZKE 


SUBMITTED  BY: 
RICHARD  COLLINS 
910  KNABB  RD. 
ELMA,  NY,  14059 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  othei wise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Watch  for  an  IMPORTANT  NOTICE  regarding  the  location  of  BOS  meetings  in  a 
future  issue! 


sept.  12  "Summer  Birding  Adventures"  This  is  our  annual  members  slide  show, 
come  and  share  slide  of  your  recent  birding  experiences.  Also  a 
report  on  the  May  Bird  Count. 

Sept.  26  Walter  Klabunde  -  "Breeding  Bird  Counts  of  June." 

Oct.  10  Annual  Organizational  Meeting. 

Oct  24  Dr.  Andrle  -  "Gulls." 


Nov.  14 


Computer  Demonstration  -  Joe  DiDomenico  and  others. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


June  17  Sunday.  Letchworth  State  Park  for  nesting  warblers.  Meet  at  6:30 
a.m.  east  of  East  Aurora  on  Route  20A  just  east  of  the  Route  400 
overpass.  We  will  meet  Doug  Bassett,  Park  Naturalist  at  8:00  at  the 
Parade  Grounds  parking  lot.  Leader:  Don  Roberson  (283-5359). 
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July  22:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti,  or  at  7:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Aug.  12:  Sunday.  Mystery  Trip  -  Go  where  the  birds  are.  Call  Bill  Burch 
(77-3690)  the  day  before  for  details:  Meeting  place  &  time, 
destination  etc. 

Aug.  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti,  or  at  7:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  DAnna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  9  $.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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BOS  Computer  Meeting 

by  Joe  DiDomenico 

On  Tuesday,  May  1st,  a  group  of  interested  members  met  at  Dick 
Collins  house  to  discuss  the  possible  uses  that  computers  can  have 
within  the  BOS.  Attending  this  meeting  were;  Dick  Collins,  Ellen 
Schopp,  Mike  Galas,  Willie  D? Anna,  Wavel  Barber,  Dave  Suggs,  and 
myself.  Dick  Collins  and  Dave  Suggs  provided  a  demonstrati  on  of  their 
programs  on  Dick's  computer  which  were  both  enlightening  and 
instructional .  We  discussed  the  following  topics  and  where  noted 
make  the  following  recommendat i one. 

Topic  1 —  Computer  hardware  recommendat i ons —  we  would  recommend  that 
members  looking  to  purchase  computers  consider  IBM-compat i bl es  as  the 
system  of  choice.  We  arrived  at  this  position  primarily  because  of 
the  price  differential  between  them  and  other  systems.  Entry-level 
IBM-compat i bl es  can  be  purchased  for  several  hundred  dollars  which 
makes  them  more  available  to  the  majority  of  people.  The  greater 
availability  of  reasonably  priced  software  also  was  an  important 
con si  derat i on . 

Topic  2 —  Computer  software  r ecommendat i ons —  after  comparing  notes 
and  discussing  which  software  would  be  most  available,  we  would 
recommend  the  Lotus  123  or  its  clones  be  the  choice  for  any  files 
that  are  based  within  a  spreadsheet  program.  Dbase  3+  or  its  clones 
would  be  our  choice  for  a  database  program. 

Topic  3 —  the  Bulletin  Board  Service  CBBS1  of  the  Museum  [Taxacom] — 
after  some  discussion,  we  decided  that  we  are  not  ready  to  pursue 
this  topic  immediately  but  will  continue  to  explore  its  possibilities 
at  future  meetings. . 

Topic  4 —  Membership  survey —  we  feel  that  a  survey  of  members  who 
currently  own  or  use  computers  would  be  appropriate  at  this  time.  We 
would  like  to  identify  the  number  and  individuals  as  a  base  from 
which  to  work.  We  would  like  to  develop  some  common  software  and 
files  for  the  exchange  of  data  and  to  help  each  other  to  better 
utilize  our  own  computer  systems.  Therefore,  if  you  currently  own  or 
use  a  computer,  please  answer  the  following  questions  and  sent  them 
to  me.  I  will  compile  the  information  and  make  it  available. 

1 .  Name 

2.  Type  of  computer— 

3.  Floppy  Disks  drives-  5  1\4  or  3  i\2  Cbothl 

4.  Hard  drive  ?  [capacity! 

5.  What  software  you  are  currently  using  for  birding  files-  are  you 
willing  to  share  your  files  with  other  members? 

6.  Would  you  be  willing  to  make  your  files  available  on  disks  for  a 
possibe  library? 

Finally,  I  hope  that  we  will  convene  another  meeting  in  a  few 
months  to  continue  discussions  and  to  include  more  interested  members 
in  our  group. 
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Finally  after  the  reluctant  departure  of  winter  and  those  cold  and  dreary 
stretches  of  March  and  April  came  May,  that  most  delightful  of  months  for  bird 
watchers.  Temperatures  were  pleasant,  the  average  of  54.9°  for  the  month  1.2°  below 
normal.  The  following  chart  shows  the  temperature  range  for  each  day.  the  squares 
representing  the  highs  and  lows  for  that  date: 
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May  1990  Daily  Temperature  Ranges! 

I  I  I  M-l  I  t  11-11  I  f  :f  I-  l . f  -t-f  f  I  f  t  1 


May  5  10  15  20  25  30 

As  nearly  as  I  can  determine,  this  chart  in  no  way  correlates  with  the  movements  of 
the  birds  through  the  region.  Peak  warbler  and  overall  species  counts  in  the 
Williamsville  Glen  (see  the  accompanying  report)  were  on  May  7th  and  21st,  two  dates 
that  show  little  relation  to  the  temperatures  on  or  preceding  those  dates.  Does  the 
reason  for  such  peak  counts  lie  in  other  weather  data?  One  possibility  lies  in 
rainfall  patterns.  There  was,  in  fact,  much  rain  during  the  month,  the  total  6.1 
inches  over  3  above  normal.  Both  the  7th  and  the  21st  came  at  the  end  of  rainy 
spells.  For  the  4th  through  the  7th  the  inches  of  rainfall  were:  0.6,  0.6,  0.04, 
and  trace;  for  the  15th  through  the  21st  the  corresponding  numbers  were:  0.02,  1.0, 
0.3,  0.1,  0.1,  0.4,  0.1.  This  suggests  a  reasonable  hypothesis:  Look  for  a  good 
flight  at  the  end  of  a  rainy  period.  We  can  even  check  this  with  other  records  from 
the  Glen.  There  was  a  similar  rainy  period  from  the  10th  through  the  13th,  in 
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inches:  0.1,  0.01,  0.26,  and  1.94  (this  last  the  second  heaviest  rain  in  May  history 
for  the  Buffalo  Weather  Bureau) .  While  there  are  no  Glen  records  for  the  14th,  on 
the  15th  a  lesser  peak  occurred.  By  the  time  of  the  fourth  rainy  period,  from  the 
27th  to  the  29th  with  0.6  inches  falling  on  the  29th,  the  migration  had  pretty  well 
played  itself  out  and  the  Glen  was  no  longer  being  censused. 

Two  other  weather  phenomena  may  relate  to  migration  patterns.  When  I  pick  up  the 
weather  data  from  the  Weather  Station  each  month,  I  examine  the  daily  weather  maps, 
but  those  are  static  7  A.M.  maps  and  do  not  show  the  motion  that  we  have  become 
accustomed  to  in  our  nightly  television  reports.  Thus  my  information  is  not 
strongly  based.  With  that  reservation  noted,  I  report  the  following  fronts  (weak 
when  indicated)  with  the  direction  from  which  they  came:  May  4th  W,  7th  weak  S,  8th 
weak  S,  10th  W,  13th  weak  S,  17th  W,  20th  weak  S,  26th  weak  S.  And  finally  wind. 

It  was  a  month  of  considerable  wind  velocity,  most  notably  on  the  10th  (59  mph) , 
11th,  17th  (61  mph),  and  18th.  More  to  the  point  of  our  consideration,  winds  were 
generally  from  the  southern  third  (120°  to  240°)  of  the  compass  rose  on  the  1st, 

2nd,  6th,  8th,  9th,  11th,  17th  to  19th,  30th,  and  31st.  What  is  the  message  in  all 
of  this  data?  I  suggest  that  it  offers  some  support  for  the  rule  of  thumb  that  I 
have  overheard  (from  Bob  Andrle?) :  Try  to  get  out  during  the  spring  migration  on 
days  following  weak  fronts  moving  through  from  the  south  (and  thus  usually  with 
southerly  winds)  especially  when  there  has  been  early  morning  rainfall  to  "drop"  the 
birds  into  the  area. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  the  birds  themselves.  And  I  will  take  the  good  news  first. 
Here  are  some  highlights:  several  Red-throated  Loon  reports,  this  species  absent  3 
of  the  past  4  years;  an  Eared  Grebe  on  the  27th  and  28th,  also  reported  only  once  in 
the  past  4  years;  an  excellent  Brant  flight  with  169  on  the  May  20  count;  and  9  late 
Surf  Scoters.  There  were  two  small  late  hawk  flights:  86  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  on  the 
12th  and  27  Broad-winged  Hawks  on  the  26th.  There  were  two  Willet  reports,  2nd  year 
in  a  row,  absent  the  previous  three;  6  late  Purple  Sandpipers;  and  a  Red-necked 
Phalarope,  absent  in  May  the  previous  4  years.  Terry  Moser  sends  word  from  Fredonia 
that  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  members  have  turned  up  4  breeding  sites  for  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker.  There  were  a  remarkable  12  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  on  the  May  count  with 
4  other  records  later  in  the  month.  More  Northern  Raven  reports  with  Elizabeth 
Brooks  finding  a  nest  with  4  young  and  Steve  Eaton  noting  a  single  crow  "mobbing"  a 
raven.  Among  warblers,  there  were  2  Brewster's  Warbler  reports,  a  Yellow-throated 
Warbler  on  the  count,  the  Prothonotary  Warbler  back  in  Iroquois,  and  both  Kentucky 
and  Connecticut  Warblers  were  found.  Although  several  of  the  rarer  warbler  species 
were  not  noted  this  year,  the  regional  record  is  respectable  with  regard  to  species 
recorded,  as  the  following  chart  shows: 


1990 

1989 

1988 

1987 

1986 

Warbler  species  34 

35 

35 

31 

35 

Warbler  hybrids  1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

But  the  bird  of  the  month  is  surely 

the  Lark 

Sparrow, 

located  in 

the  Dunkirk  area  on 

the  count  hundreds  of  miles  from  its  normal  breeding  and  winter  ranges  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (437)  cite  three  records  for  the  current  BOS 
region,  one  a  bird  collected  by  Steve  Eaton  on  April  29,  1956;  and  Bull  (581)  gives 
its  New  York  State  status  as  "Rare  but  regular  fall  coastal  migrant;  much  rarer  in 
spring.  Very  rare  in  the  interior." 

So  much  for  the  good  news.  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  corresponding  bad  news. 

And  the  bad  news  relates  to  the  numbers  of  individual  birds  seen.  Many  birders  with 
whom  I  have  talked  have  shared  my  concern  that,  while  the  species  are  all 
represented,  the  numbers  of  birds  of  each  species  are  down.  In  the  Williamsville 
Glen  census  report  I  have  provided  some  data  that  may  in  the  future  add  to  our 
ability  to  make  comparisons.  It  sounds  bad  to  record  that,  even  with  the  large 
numbers  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  early  in  migration  and  Yellow  Warblers  later,  that 
on  average  you  see  in  one  day  less  than  4  individuals  per  species.  But  does  that 
really  represent  a  drop  in  numbers?  Happily  —  or  in  this  case  I  am  afraid 
unhappily  —  we  do  have  better  evidence  from  which  to  draw  conclusions.  That 
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evidence  is  provided  by  the  continuing  history  of  BOS  counts.  Consider  May  count 
summary  data  compared  with  this  year's  count.  In  the  following  table  I  have 
recorded  groups  of  allied  species  (sometimes-,  but  not  always  families)  and  after 
them  have  recorded  count  totals  for  (1)  this  year's  count,  (2)  the  average  counts  by 
decades,  and  (3)  the  overall  average  counts.  I  have  then  accented  with  boldface  two 
(opposite)  kinds  of  information:  (1)  maximum  row  values,  and  (2)  the  names  of  those 
groups  for  which  this  year's  count  is  less  than  the  1934-1990  average  count. 


May  2  0 

1990 


Loons,  Grebes, Cormorants 

232 

Herons 

379 

Swans, Geese, Ducks 

2884 

Hawks  and  Owls 

390 

Gruiformes 

190 

Shorebirds 

1039 

Gulls  and  Terns 

24579 

Woodpeckers 

608 

Flycatchers 

1094 

Swallows 

8229 

Chickadees  to  Gnatcatchers 

1235 

Thrushes 

5900 

Mimic  Thrushes 

682 

Vireos 

614 

Warblers 

4111 

Tanagers  to  Buntings 

1238 

Sparrows 

3182 

Icterids 

11703 

Finches 

4  84  6 

Foreign  Introductions* 

11000 

Native  Non-Passerines 

32411 

Native  Passerines 

44510 

AVERAGE 
30s  40s 

COUNTS  BY 

50s  60s 

DECADE 

70s  80s 

19 

40 

37 

27 

45 

60 

172 

261 

255 

195 

310 

311 

509 

647 

623 

758 

1182 

1971 

96 

143 

127 

202 

409 

476 

170 

203 

211 

230 

254 

188 

490 

566 

780 

1139 

1054 

1022 

2236 

2262 

5865 

6140 

3602 

9793 

251 

275 

359 

812 

1024 

665 

351 

491 

631 

815 

1105 

957 

1636 

2881 

3968 

7164 

5587 

6033 

349 

386 

464 

917 

1573 

1448 

1340 

1796 

2596 

4875 

6378 

6100 

168 

385 

656 

897 

1038 

824 

97 

202 

289 

318 

516 

400 

1898 

3304 

3345 

3148 

4399 

4182 

173 

297 

456 

757 

1518 

1305 

1649 

2187 

2488 

4721 

5335 

3793 

2111 

3699 

7806 

20281 

22770 

14646 

690 

1224 

1778 

2750 

3639 

3345 

★ 

* 

* 

* 

10318 

9662 

4240 

4941 

8974 

10540 

9347 

16167 

11007 

17524 

25340 

48627 

56698 

45119 

34-90 

Ave 


44 

263 

1044 

264 

213 

885 

5738 

601 

778 

4926 

929 

4189 

718 

334 

3564 

834 

3549 

12985 

2472 

9895 

10112 

36894 


*  because  Rock  Doves  were  sporadically  counted  before  1971,  cell  values  are  omitted 


We  can,  of  course,  welcome  the  number  of  groups  (except  for  gulls  and  foreign 
introductions)  for  which  numbers  in  the  second  column  are  darkened.  But  there  is 
much  more  that  should  alarm  us  in  this  data.  Note  in  particular  how  many  of  the 
groups  top  out  in  the  1970s  and  begin  to  slide  after  that.  Examination  of  the  raw 
data  supports  the  argument  that  earlier  decades  represent  less  complete  coverage  of 
the  sections  than  that  provided  today,  but  those  earlier  counts  strongly  influence 
the  overall  average;  thus  those  darkened  groups  are  especially  troubled.  I  urge 
readers  to  contemplate  these  data  and  to  consider  the  concerns  that  they  raise. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  comments  without  honoring  those  farsighted  BOS  founders 
who  initiated  these  counts  in  the  mid-1930s  and  who  improved  them  over  the  early 
years  of  their  history.  (In  a  few  of  the  early  counts  only  species  were  checked, 
making  them  of  little  value  for  numerical  comparisons.)  Today  the  collection  of 
these  counts  provides  unique  data.  With  the  exception  of  the  Christmas  Count  data, 
there  is  little  to  be  found  anywhere  outside  of  this  region  to  compare  with  it.  I 
know  of  no  other  organization  with  similar  long  term  data.  Even  such  long 
established  censuses  as  the  National  Audubon  Society's  breeding  bird  counts  started 
much  later. 

Literature  cited: 

Beardslee,  Clark  S.  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Volume  22,  1965. 

Bull,  John.  Birds  of  New  York  State.  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday/Natural  History  Press, 
1974  . 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
written  verification  accordina  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds 

an  acceptable,  detailed 
of  Western  New  York  and 

Adlacent  Ontar loCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed 

in  the  permanent  files  of 

the  Buffalo  Ornithological 

Society. 

*  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for 

the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for 

the  migration. 

• 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for 

the  migration. 

<f) 

-  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding 

area. 

Name  of  Bird 

MaiL. 

Number 

Observer 

Red- throated  Loon 

7 

2 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Be  1 1 erby 

Common  Loon 

12 

64 

Yates  &  Sommerset 

D'Anna  et  al 

N 

25 

4 

Shadigee 

Rising  et  al 

#Eared  Grebe 

27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner,  Antkowiak 

H 

28 

1 

n 

Galas,  Rising,  Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

9 

22 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

» 

12 

11 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chilton 

II 

19 

1 

Greenhurst 

Sunde 1 1 

American  Bittern 

5 

1 

Porter  Twp 

Potter,  D'Anna 

it 

28 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Chilton 

*Least  Bittern 

6F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising 

Great  Blue  Heron 

13 

lly  (n) 

Motor  Is.  Niag  R. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

12.13,19 

2,1,3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  Rising  et  a) 

H 

14 

1 

Perrysburg  Twp 

Chilton 

N 

14-28 

1 

Dunnvi 1 le  Ont. 

Axtel 1 

B1  .-cr.  Night-Heron 

25 

1 

Tusc.  Ind.  Res. 

Cooper 

Tundra  Swan 

12 

1 

Somerset  Twp 

Chilton 

n 

12 

1 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Andrle  et  al 

Brant 

24 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Lange 

Green-winged  Teal 

5 

97 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

1) 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  NWR 

Rising  et  al 

Northern  Pintai 1 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

Northern  Shove ler 

14 

6 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

Redhead 

2-27 

1-3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

5 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

5 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

#5urf  Scoter 

6F.25 

18,9 

Shadigee 

Rising,  Galas  et  al 

White-winged  Scoter 

25 

3 

Shadigee 

Rising  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

14 

1 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Roberson 

Buff lehead 

14 

2 

Ft  Niagara  SP 

Roberson 

Hooded  Merganser 

28 

2ad/5y 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

2-28 

6-2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson  et  al 

Osprey 

4 

1  on  nest 

Allegany  Resvr. 

Eaton 

h 

26 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budnlewski 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1  imm 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budnlewski 

U 

2,14,30 

1-2  at  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

n 

3 

1  imm 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Bald  Eagle 

m 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Broad-winged  Hawk 

Northern  Bobwhite 
*Sora 

Black-bel 1 ied  Plover 
♦Semipaimated  Plover 
Greater  Yel lowlegs 
Lesser  Yel lowlegs 
Solitary  Sandpiper 

II 

*Wi 1  let 

It 

Upland  Sandpiper 
♦Whimbrel 
Ruddy  Turnstone 
*Red  Knot 

♦Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

(I 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

it 

ti 

♦White-r.  Sandpiper 

it 

Purple  Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

li 

H 

♦Short -b.  Dowitcher 

II 

H 

Wilson  s  Phalarope 

♦Red-necked  Phalarope 

Caspian  Tern 
« 

♦Forster's  Tern 
Black  Tern 

It 

« 

♦Black-bi 1  led  Cuckoo 

II 

li 

Yel low-bi 1  led  Cuckoo 

H 

tl 

Common  Nighthawk 
♦Whip-poor -wi 1 1 
'♦Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

li 

Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 


to... 

Number 

12 

1 

28 

lad/l-2y/n 

12 

86 

1-3 

4  nests 

26 

24  est. 

26 

3 

31 

1 

6F 

1 

21,22 

1,1 

5F  ,12 

1,25 

119 

3 

28 

1 

15 

IQ 

24 

1 

4 

1 

12 

1 

5,16 

1,2 

24F 

5 

27 

6 

191,27 

1,1 

14F 

2 

27 

2 

5F 

44 

i 

5 

25 

1 

15E, 18,20 

1,1,1 

&  i 

2,1 

8 

6 

5 

1 

17 

11 

25 

1 

12F 

o 

o 

13 

28 

28 

1 

21 

1 

22 

1 

5 

12 

28L 

1 

13 

1-2 

5 

1 

5,28,30 

9,4,6 

19 

1 

12F 

1 

12F 

1 

26-30 

6  reports 

24 

2 

28 

1 

28 

1 

24 

3 

23F 

1-2 

7F 

1 

8 

1 

14 

1 

Location 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Ward  Twp 
Sheridan  Twp 
Eden  Twp 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Pomfret  Twp 
Tona.  WMA&vicin 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Eden  Twp,  Bauer  Rd 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Times  Bch,  Bflo 
Pomfret  Twp 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Eden  Twp 
Ft  Erie,  Ont 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Eden  Twp 
Charlotte  Twp 
Eden  Twp 

Rock  Pt .Morgan  s  Pt 
Goat  Is. 

Iroquois  NWR 
Basom 

Charlotte  Twp 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Eden  Twp 
Eden  Twp 
Olcott 

Iroquois  NWR 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Iroquois&vlcn 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Royal  ton  Twp 
thru  WNY 
Pomfret  Twp 
Tona.  Ind.  Res. 
Tusc.  Ind.  Res. 
Tona.  &  vicn. 
Pomfret  Twp 
BostonCf ) 

Amity  Lake 
Rose  Hill  Rd.  Ont 


0b9eryg.c 

Chilton 

Chi  1  ton 
Brooks 

R8.C  Budniewski 
Andr 1 e 
Chi  1  ton 
Watson  (BOS) 

Mosher 

Watson  et  al 
Rising  et  al 
Rising  et  al 
Andrle 
Watson 
Lange 

Andrle  et  al 

Mosher 

Lange 

Rising,  Byron(BOS) 
Rising,  Galas  et  al 
Andrle 

Watson, Byron(BOS) 

Watson 

Andrle 

Rew,  Buck 

Andrle 

Wat son, Byron (BOS) 

D  Anna 
Watson 
W&M  Barber 
Rew,  Buck 

Watson,  D'Anna  et  al 
Rising,  Galas 
Rising,  Byron(BOS) 
Andr 1 e 

Andrle,  Rew  et  al 

Watson 

Rising  et  a) 

D  Anna 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Watson  et  al 
Sunde 1 1 
Chilton 
D'Anna  et  al 

Mosher 

Watson,  Rising 

Cooper 

Hess 

Moshers 

Lange 

Pitzrick 

Axtel 1 
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Name  of  Bird 
Red-bell ied  Wdpkr. 

II 

It 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 
Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

It 

N 

^Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

It 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

n 

»Acadian  Flycatcher 

*Alder  Flycatcher 

M 

*Wi 1  low  Flycatcher 

II 

Bank  Swallow 
*C1 Iff  Swallow 

II 

Barn  Swallow 

Common,  Raven 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Carolina  Wren 

H 

Marsh  Wren 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 
Veery 

N 

*Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

II 

It 

Swainson's  Thrush 

n 

American  Pi  pet 

II 

aWhite-eyed  Vireo 
Solitary  Vireo 
Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

N 

aPhi ladelphia  Vireo 

II 

II 

aRed-eyed  Vireo 

H 

H 

Blue-winged  Warbler 
"Brewster  s  Warbler" 
aTennessee  Warbler 

II 

il 

Nashvi lie  Warbler 


Number. 

22 

l 

28 

l 

31 

i 

8L 

l 

22 

l 

24 

l 

30,31 

l 

15F 

l 

19 

l 

21 

l 

22 

l 

24F 

6  PDBA 

15F 

1 

18 

1 

15F 

1 

24 

4 

3 

1 

IGF 

2 

31 

3 

5 

100 

1,3 

2*4y 

15,22 

1,1 

8,9 

1,1 

21 

1 

6 

1 

m 

12-15 

22 

1 

31 

4 

8 

1 

8 

1 

15F 

1 

15F.16 

1,2 

22 

1 

9 

2 

24 

1 

19 

1 

19 

56 

12F 

1 

26L 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

12F 

1 

15 

1 

24 

'■s 

C 

6F 

1,2 

8 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

26,28 

1,1 

15F 

3 

15F 

1 

26 

1 

21L 

1 

Location 

Amity  Twp 
Tusc.  Ind.  Res. 
Tona.  Ind.  Res. 
Tifft  NP 
E.  Aurora 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Boston 
Amity  Twp 

Wi 1 1 lamsvi 1 le  Glen 
* 

Tifft  NP 
Pomfret  Twp 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 
Amity  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Sheridan  Twp 
Little  Val ley 
Alfred  Twp 
Ward  Twp 
Ami  ty 
Wa  1  es 

Wi  1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 
Tifft  NP 
Charlotte  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Tona  Ind.  Res. 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Carrollton  Twp 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Tonawanada  Twp 

n 

Tonawanda  WMA 
Eden  Twp 
Tifft  NP 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 

Tona.  Ind.  Res. 

Iroquois  NWR 
■ 

Tifft  NP 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Cherry  Cr, Sheri  dan 
E.  Aurora 
Jamestown 
Amity  Twp 
Tusc.  Ind.  Res. 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Wi  1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 

H 

Golden  Hill  SP 


Observer. 

Pitzrick 
Cooper 
Chilton 
Roberson 
Holmes 
Hess 
Lange 
Pitzrick 
Rising  et  al 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Watson 
Mosher 
Rising 
Pitzrick 
Rew  et  al 
Chi  1  ton 
D'Anna 

R&C  Budniewski 

Rising 

Brooks 

Brooks 

Pitzrick 

0.  Rosche 

Watson 

Wat son (BOS) 

Mosher, Budniewski 

Watson 

Chilton 

Hess 

Eaton 

Rising,  Meier 
Hess 
Watson 
Hess 
Watson 
Rising  et  al 
Andr 1 e 
Andrle  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
Roberson 
Potter,  House 
D'Anna  et  al 
Lange 
Watson 
Budn i ewsk i 
Holmes 
Sundel 1 
Pitzrick 
Cooper 
Chi  1  ton 
Rising 

Watson,  Galas 
Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

location 

Observer 

Northern  Parula 

21,22 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp 

Potter  et  al 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

1 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi  tzrick 

d 

L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Holmes.  Ruhl 

M 

7 

c, 

1 

Goat  IS 

D  Anna 

Magno! ia  Warbler 

9 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D  Anna 

★Cape  May  Warbler 

8F 

3 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

II 

9 

7 

Tifft  NP 

D  Anna 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

C.CU 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 

Watson 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

25 

1 

Tusc.  Ind.  Res. 

Cooper 

Pine  Warbler 

12L 

1 

Delaware  Pk 

Rising  et  al 

★Prairie  Warbler 

1F,9, 18,2fi 

1,2, 2, 2 

Amity  Twp  PDBA 

Pitzrick 

H 

5 

1 

Lyndon  Twp 

Eaton 

Palm  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp 

Potter 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

8 

3 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

11 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising 

H 

31 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

*B1 ackpo 1 1  Warbler 

19F 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising  et  al 

II 

19F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp 

Cooper 

It 

31 

1 

Golden  Hill  Sp 

Cerulean  Warbler 

24 

2-3 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

ii 

27 

14 

Steamburg-Onovl 1 le 

Sundel 1 

a 

27 

7 

Tona.  Ind.  Res. 

Wagner 

B1 .  8.  w.  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

★American  Redstart 

IF 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  House 

n 

5 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising 

★Prothonotary  Warbler 

12F.28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising  et  al 

Ovenbird 

1 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

*Kentuckv  Warbler 

31 

1 

Little  Val ley 

Rising 

★Connecticut  Warbler 

20,21 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Yoerg 

Mourning  Warbler 

21 

1 

Goat  Is 

Roberson 

II 

LL 

4 

Little  Val ley 

Rising 

H 

A  A 

L.L. 

1 

Sheridan  Twp 

R&C  Budniewski 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

H 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  House 

★Hooded  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp 

Eaton 

★Wi Ison's  Warbler 

15F 

5 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising,  Meier 

★Canada  Warbler 

15F 

1 

Golden  Hill  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

II 

15F 

L 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Rising,  Meier 

H 

16 

l 

Carrol  1  ton  Twp 

Eaton 

II 

26 

1 

Wi 1 1 iamsvi lie  Glen 

Watson  et  al 

★Yellow-br.  Chat 

14F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

★Scarlet  Tanager 

8F 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

M 

8F 

3 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

it 

8F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

2 

1 

Carrollton  Twp 

Eaton 

★Indigo  Bunting 

4F 

1 

Amity  Twp 

Pi tzrick 

II 

^7 

i 

1 

Hamburg 

Rew 

Vesper  Sparrow 

28,31 

3,1 

Shelby&Alabama  Twps 

Chilton 

★Grasshopper  Sparrow 

9F 

r* 

L 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

II 

13 

l 

Clarence  Twp 

Rising 

★Hens low  s  Sparrow 

9F 

l 

Amity  Twp 

Pitzrick 

H 

12,13 

l 

Clarence  Twp 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 

Lincoln  s  Sparrow 

27L 

l 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observex 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

27L 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Watson,  Byron (BOS) 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

25L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rising  et  al 

N 

25L 

1 

Amity  Twp 

V8.R  Pitzrick 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

6L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Wat son (BOS) 

Bobol ink 

1 

1 

Amity 

Pitzrick 

Rusty  Blackbird 

3L 

1 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

^Orchard  Oriole 

2F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

N 

27 

1 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

Rising,  Byron(BOS) 

Pine  Siskin 

1-22 

2-4 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

n 

1-23 

50-1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

N 

1-27 

60-2 

WalesCf ) 

0.  Rosche 

i 

8,19 

5,3 

E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

It 

16 

20 

Golden  Hills  SP 

Chilton 

II 

25 

2 

Olcott 

Rising  et  al 

Evening  Grosbeak 

5 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

II 

12L 

o 

6 

Golden  Hills  SP 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 200 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  (incl  12  on  Count)  .  .  55 

Total  for  year . 255 

******** 

NOTICE 

Starting  in  September,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  will  once  again  be 
meeting  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Parking  will  be  available  on  the  west 
side  of  the  building,  where  the  old  lot  used  to  be.  Weekends  and  evenings,  there 
will  be  additional  parking  available  on  the  east  side  of  the  building.  Both  lots 
will  be  guarded. 


*######* 

BOS  Trip  -  Tifft  Nature  Preserve 
May  6,  1990 

May  6th,  15  to  20  mph  winds  off  Lake  Erie  brought  morning  temperatures  below  40°F. 
The  skies  were  clear  to  partly  cloudy  and  much  later  in  the  day  the  temperature  rose 
to  55°F. 

Fourteen  early  birders  left  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  parking  lot  promptly  at 
7:00am.  Along  the  service  road  we  had  18  species  including  Yellow  Warbler  and  Black 
and  White  Warbler,  but  we  failed  to  find  the  Wi  1  let  which  had  been  there  the  day 
before. 

Along  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  our  total  rose  to  39  species  and  18  birders. 
These  additions  included:  Gray  Catbird,  American  Coot,  Common  Moorhen,  Green-backed 
Heron,  Norther  Rough-wing  Swallow,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  Palm  Warbler, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Northern  Oriole,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  and  Pied-billed 
Grebe. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Service  Road,  we  had  an  excellent  look  at  a  pair  of 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers.  Warbler  Walk  produced  Blue-winged  Teal,  Gadwall,  Purple 
Martin  and,  appropriately  enough,  a  Nashville  Warbler.  As  we  approached  Observation 
Mound,  Alice  McKale  alerted  us  to  a  calling  Marsh  Wren. 

Along  Snakeroot  Trail,  we  saw  Veery,  Hermit  Thrush,  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  heard 
Warbling  Vireo.  At  Lake  Kirsty  Bill  Burch  and  others  scoped  two  Least  Sandpipers 
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and  two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  where  earlier  fn  the  day  Alec  Humann  had  sighted  a 
Solitary  Sandpiper. 

On  Heritage  Boardwalk  we  observed  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow  and  Marsh 
Wren.  Here  Dick  Byron'S  calls  aroused  Sora  and  Virginia  Rail  for  all  of  us  to  hear, 
and  a  few  persistent  birders  to  see.  At  Tifft  we  had  a  total  of  66  species. 

Moving  on  to  Times  Beach  we  had  splendid  looks  at  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 
B1 ack-throated  Green  Warbler  and  Warbling  Vireo.  We  also  added  Bonaparte  s  Gull, 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  (first  seen  by  Don  Roberson),  three  Double-crested 
Cormorants,  Common  Tern,  Herring  Gull,  and  a  Least  Flycatcher  to  bring  our  total  to 
73  species  before  12:30pm. 

B1 1 1  Watson 


On  Breathing  of  Birds  and  Man 

"...Let's  engage  in  a  little  self-criticism.  What's  wrong  with  our  lungs?  For 
one  thing,  not  all  the  inhaled  air  takes  part  in  the  exchange  of  gases  with  the 
blood.  The  air  inside  the  trachea  and  bronchi  at  the  end  of  an  inhalation  can't 
give  oxygen  to  the  blood  and  take  carbon  dioxide  from  it  because  there  are  practi¬ 
cally  no  blood  vessels  in  these  parts  of  the  lung.  So  the  portion  of  the  lung  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  trachea  and  bronchi  is  called  "dead  space."  As  a  rule,  the  dead  space 
in  a  human  being's  lungs  is  about  150  cm3....  The  presence  of  dead  space  in  the 
respiratory  system  of  mammals  is  a  "mistake"  of  nature. 

"And  nature  made  a  second  "mistake,"  I  would  say,  in  its  design  of  mammalian 
lungs.  This  deficiency  has  to  do  with  the  fact  that  air  moving  in  the  lungs  changes 
direction  as  inhalation  is  followed  by  exhalation.  Almost  half  the  time  the  lungs 
are  practically  idle  —  during  exhalation  fresh  air  doesn't  enter  the  alveoli. 

"But  nature  again  attained  perfection  in  the  bird  family.  Besides  ordinary 
lungs,  birds  have  an  additional  system  consisting  of  five  or  more  pairs  of  air  bags 
connected  to  the  lungs.  The  cavities  of  these  bags  are  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  body.  They're  even  located  inside  some  bones,  sometimes  down  to  the 
small  bones  of  the  feet.  As  a  result,  the  respiratory  system  of  a  duck,  for 
example,  takes  up  about  20%  of  its  body  volume  (2%  for  the  lungs  and  18%  for  the  air 
bags),  while  a  human  being's  respiratory  system  takes  up  only  about  5%.  A  bird's 
lung,  as  opposed  to  a  mammal's,  is  a  set  of  thin  pipes  connected  in  parallel,  open 
from  both  sides  and  surrounded  by  blood  vessels.  The  bags  are  connected  to  the  lung 
in  such  a  way  that  air  flows  through  a  bird's  lung  in  the  same  direction  during  both 
inhalation  and  exhalation.  So  in  the  breathing  process  only  the  volumes  of  the  bags 
change  while  the  volume  of  the  lung  remains  practically  constant.  Since  there's  no 
need  to  inflate  the  lungs,  surface-active  substances  aren't  needed  in  a  bird's 
lungs . 

"Maybe  you  thought  it  was  a  silly  question,  "How  do  we  breathe?"  I  wonder  now 
what  you  think  of  the  answer:  'Not  as  well  as  birds!'"  —  from  "How  do  we  breathe?" 
Quantum  (May  1990):  7,42.  ( Quantum  is  a  new  national  journal  for  high  school  stu¬ 

dents  of  science  and  mathematics  that  includes  articles  like  this  one  translated 
from  the  Russian  student  journal  Kvant  as  well  as  original  material.)  —  provided  by 
G.  Rising 
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Report  of  the  54th  B.O.S.  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  May  20,  1990  Compiler:  Ellen  Schopp 

Weather:  Temperatures  ranged  from  46°  to  60°  F  throughout  the  day.  Thunderstorms  and  scattered 

showers  occurred  in  the  morning.  It  was  overcast  and  cloudy  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  with 
some  sections  reporting  fog  late  in  the  day.  The  winds  were  from  the  north  from  12  to  17  miles 
per  hour. 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where 
a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses. 
Underscored  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F 
and  L  represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the 
year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Red-throated  Loon 

13 

(3) 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

(10) 

Common  Loon 

42 

Blue-winged  Teal 

48 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

14 

Northern  Shoveler 

16 

(2,10) 

Homed  Grebe 

1 

(7) 

Gadwall 

10 

(2,5,10) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

162 

American  Wigeon 

15 

American  Bittern 

3 

(10,19) 

Canvasback 

1 

(20) 

Least  Bittern 

3 

(10,11,22) 

Redhead 

1 

(20) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

290 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

(3) 

Great  Egret 

5 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

(7,11,20) 

Green-backed  Heron 

45 

Oldsquaw 

3 

(3) 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
Tundra  Swan  ^ 

33 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

(4) 

5 

L  (26) 

White-winged  Scoter 

13 

(3) 

*  Brant 

169 

F  (6,7,24) 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

(1) 

Canada  Goose 

1253 

Bufflehead 

5 

(3,7,11) 

Wood  Duck 

136 

Hooded  Merganser 

9 

Green-winged  Teal 

10 

(10,26) 

Common  Merganser 

51 

American  Black  Duck 

6 

(10,23,24) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

433 

Mallard 

682 

unidentified  ducks 

2 

Raptors 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

186 

American  Kestrel 

45 

Osprey 

13 

raptor  species 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

(5,10) 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

36 

Northern  Harrier 

13 

Ruffed  Grouse 

41 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

40 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

8 

Virginia  Rail 

10 

Northern  Goshawk 

2 

(28) 

Sora 

15 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

19 

Common  Moorhen 

26 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

11 

American  Coot 

22 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

62 

65 


Vol.  56  No.  6 


Plovers  -  Terns 


♦Black-bellied  Plover 

2 

F  (23) 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

4 

Semipalmated  Plover 

32 

(10,13) 

Common  Snipe 

19 

Killdeer 

444 

American  Woodcock 

14 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

11 

L  (13,14,23) 

♦Wilson’s  Phalarope 

3 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

9 

shorebird  species 

2 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

20 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

584 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

125 

Ring-billed  Gull 

23081 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4 

(8,10) 

Herring  Gull 

503 

♦Whimbrel 

16 

F  (6) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

63 

♦Ruddy  Turnstone 

23 

F  (2,7,8) 

gull  species 

15 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

13 

(7,12) 

Caspian  Tern 

3 

Least  Sandpiper 

113 

Common  Tern 

305 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

2 

(14,20) 

Black  Tern 

25 

Dunlin 

183 

Doves 

-  Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

1392 

♦Olive-sided  Rycatcher 

12 

Mourning  Dove 

1461 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

137 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

33 

♦Yellow-bellied  Rycatcher 

2 

♦Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

4 

F  (3,20,24) 

Alder  Rycatcher 

18 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

1 

(20) 

Willow  Rycatcher 

35 

Great  Homed  Owl 

10 

Least  Rycatcher 

152 

Barred  Owl 

7 

(19,20,23) 

empidonax  species 

14 

♦Common  Nighthawk 

4 

F  (20,22,23) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

218 

Chimney  Swift 

387 

Great  Crested  Rycatcher 

137 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

181 

Eastern  Kingbird 

369 

Belted  Kingfisher 

76 

Homed  Lark 

28 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

23 

Purple  Martin 

417 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

29 

Tree  Swallow 

3099 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

5 

(19,20,28) 

Bank  Swallow 

705 

Downy  Woodpecker 

196 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

687 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

80 

Bam  Swallow 

3247 

Northern  Ricker 

261 

Cliff  Swallow 

74 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

14 

Jays 

-  Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1012 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

13 

American  Crow 

1617 

Eastern  Bluebird 

243 

Common  Raven 

7 

(28) 

Veery 

103 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

711 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

2 

Tufted  Titmouse 

20 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

32 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

41 

Hermit  Thrush 

25 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

122 

Wood  Thrush 

257 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

American  Robin 

5238 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

Gray  Catbird 

625 

House  Wren 

271 

Mockingbird 

24 

Winter  Wren 

1 

(24) 

Brown  Thrasher 

33 

Marsh  Wren 

15 

(10,11,22) 

American  Pipit 

18 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

10 

Cedar  Waxwing 

408 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

16 

L 

European  Starling 

6223 

(17) 
F  (14) 


(2,4,20) 

(5,10,23) 


F 

F  (3,11) 


(6,7) 


(4) 
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Lewst  Red-tailed  Hawk  (62)  -  Lowest  in  25  ya*rs 
American  Kestrel  (4$)  -  Leweat  in  21  years 
Yellow-bell*#*  Sapoucker  (5)  -  Lowest  in  10  years 
Solitary  Vireo  (13)  -  Lowest  in  13  y«*rs 
Northern  Vaterthrush  (8)  -  Lowest  in  23  years 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  (121)  -  Matches  low  of  1962 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  (1)  -  Lowest  in  12  years 
Swamp  Sparrow  (83)  -  Lowest  in  10  years 
Red-winged  Blackbird  (4868)  -  Lowest  in  28  years 
Eastern  Meadowlark  (  206)  -  Lowest  in  49  years 
Brown-headed.  Cowbird  (719)  -  Lowes t~in  10  years 
Northern  Oriole  (624)  -  Lowest  in  10  years 
House  Sparrow  (1935)  -  Lowest  in  30  years 

Seldom  or  Never  Before  Reported  on  Count i 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  (1)  -  Only  the  4th  time  on  count,  not  since  1968 
Lark  Sparrow  (1)  -  Never  before  reported  on  count 

Most  Individuals  Counted  (87,921)  since  1976  (87# 714) 

Observers*  Compilers  names  are  underlined 

Section 

1  David  Cooper.  Gary  Novosel 

2  William  Broderick.  Jerry  Chappie 

3  Walter  Klabunde.  Tom  Insalaco,  Harrietts  Klabunde,  Ernest  Moreland,  Don 
Roberson 

4  Robert  Brock.  William  Watson 

5  Dick  Christensen.  Bill  Burch,  Peggy  Christensen,  Phyllis  Goheen,  Betty 
Jennings,  Donna  Oswald,  Tom  Oswald,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

6  Ed  Crohn.  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  Ed  Williams 

7  Joe  Thill.  Robert  Andrle,  Jin  Gregory 

8  Ellen  SchomP.  Jane  Heyer,  Margaret  Stewart 

9  Karen  Henning.  Stanley  King 

10  Robert  Wagner.  John  Filor,  Mike  Galas 

11  Sharon  Sistl.  Charles  Halvorsen,  Andrew  Halvorsen,  Marge  Harwitz,  Kathy  Hentz, 
Bruce  Johnson,  Karen  Renning 

12  Ton  Harper.  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Ray  Franz,  Kyle  Harper,  Linda  Holmes, 

Joe  Lesser,  Cy  Wolf ling 
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13  Dave  Keller.  Lis  Harrington,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Marie  Keller,  George 
Mahaney,  Jane  Mason,  Marc  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Marge  Pixley 

14  Barbara  Walker,  Lois  Abbott,  Robert  Andrle,  Ken  Brandes,  Marian  Domhaffer, 
Phyl  Hansen,  Erma  Kem,  Lucille  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard,  Mary  Saville,  Jane 
Wilson 

15  Bill  Bogacki.  Hans  Kunze#  Alice  McKale,  Art  Rosehe,  Olga  Roache 

16  Ron  Lange,  Lois  Buck,  Gil  Lange,  Mary  Lange,  Frances  Rew 

17  Wavel  Barber.  Maxine  Barber,  Audrey  Horbett,  Jackie  Isgro,  Joseph  Isgro 
10  Bill  Vaughn.  Donald  Brasure,  Sally  Castren,  Judith  Colby,  Kathryn  DiVito, 

Laura  Halderman,  Marie  Johnson,  Cathy  Mueller,  Elaine  Trankle,  Donna  Trietly, 
Paul  Taeger,  Paul  Ziebarth,  Virginia  Ziebarth 
19  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Katherine  Palmer.  Ron  Andrews,  Vic  Carpenter, 

Faye  Clancy,  Alice  Evans,  Lyle  Hothekiss,  Margaret  Kaufman,  Howard  Lang, 

Howard  Lyon,  Edna  Marvin,  James  Mullen,  Larry  Mullen,  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roger 
Niche Ison,  Amy  Palmer,  Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Raybuck,  Elaine  Smith,  Barnette  Smith, 
Lowell  Smith,  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Oliver  Williams,  Larry  Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Richard 
Wilson 

20  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  -  Joe  Gula  Jr..  Dave  Bryant,  Kathy  Bryant,  Ray  Budniewski, 
Chris  Budniewski,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula  Sr.,  Don  Klaybor, 

Grace  Mezzio,  Terry  Mosher,  Judy  Mosher,  Dave  Neveu,  Lucille  Neveu,  Bob 
Peterson,  Marty  Sanden,  Audrey  Schaffer,  Charles  Smith,  Margaret  Smith, 

Tom  Welch 

21  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell.  Eileen  Anderson,  Dan  Cordosi, 

Julie  Heilman,  Marty  Hendrickson,  Dot  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby,  Susan  Suckow, 

Carol  Wagner 

22  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell.  Pat  Appelbe,  Marcia  Clark, 

Dan  Cordosi,  Dr.  k  Mrs.  M.  B.  Franks,  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jack  Lesser,  Helen  Moe, 

Linda  k  Bill  O'Brien,  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Sam  Price 

23  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell.  Bob  Barber,  Dan  Cordosi,  Jeremy 
^Efcio*  Steve  Maggio,  Mary  Shaul,  Tom  Simmons 

24  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -  Tim  Baird 

25  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -  Tim  Baird,  Dean  Aaron,  Maries  Aaron,  Dorothy 
Baker,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Alene  Church,  Steve  Eaton, 

Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Knittle,  James  Van  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy 

26  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton.  Gene  Bump,  Llewellyn  Bump, 

Sidney  Bump,  Lou  Burton,  Betty  Compton,  John  Compton,  Norma  Pizza 
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27  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton.  John  Barnett,  Margaret  Barnett, 
Frances  DeGroff ,  Doris  Hurlburt,  C lari be 1  James,  Robert  James,  Don  King, 

Emma  Lou  King,  Helen  Link,  Lillian  Simons 

28  lUleflftmy  County  Bird  Club  -  Clarence  Klingensmith.  Erma  Larson,  Vivian 
Pitsrick.  Malle ry  4  Mary  Adams,  Russell  Allen,  Warren  4  Dorothy  Bouck, 

Lama  Brink,  Elisabeth  Brooks,  Myrt  Brown,  Caroline  Browning,  Vivian  it 
Wayne  Brownell,  Carl  4  Betty  Burdick,  Clifford  Button,  Lou  4  Doris  Burton, 
Dale  4  Evelyn  Coats,  Jin  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  4  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing, 
Lawrence  Deverell,  Phyllis  DuBrevil,  George  Dunham,  Ann  &  Robert  Eisenhardt, 
Peter  4  Terry  Finlay,  Paul  &  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Connie  Gradoni,  Helen  Graves, 
Mildred  Hayes,  Viola  Ide,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Elsie  Kent,  Kathy  Kent, 

Kathy  MacDonald,  Ed  &  Marjorie  Mason,  Angie  Ninos,  Jan  Moreland,  Mary  Orasby, 
Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan,  Robert  4  Anne  Pipal,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Daniel 
Rase,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Charles  4  Violet  Sharrett,  Rita  Sick,  Maureen  4  Lauren 
Soule,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harvey  Spenser,  Connor  Stephens,  Jake  Strong,  Mrs.  Gordon 
Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  William  Thompson,  Suzanne  Wood,  Mr.  4  Mrs. 
Fred  Wygant,  Theodore  Vossler 


Thanks  to  our  members  and  friends  who  participated  in  this  count.  A 
special  thanks  to  those  observers  and  compilers  from  the  other  bird  clubs 
in  more  distant  areas.. for  their  support.  Because  of  this  interest,  our  5^ 
years  of  records  from  this  May  count  continue  to  grow.  I  would  also  like 
to  thank  Mike  Galas  and  Gerry  Rising  for  their  work  on  computerizing  all 
the  May  Count  records  and  for  providing  me  with  a  checklist  for  the  count. 

A  special  thanks  to  Gerry  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  tabulating  the  totals, 
providing  summary  sheets  with  the  information  needed  to  make  the  comparisons, 
and  printing  a  final  report.  Computers  are  marvelous^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ellen  M.  Schopp 
President 
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**##*##'* 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


Sept.  12  "Summer  Birding  Adventures"  This  Is  our  annual  members  slide  show, 
come  and  share  slide  of  your  recent  birding  experiences.  Also  a 
report  on  the  May  Bird  Count. 


Sept.  26  Walter  Klabunde  -  "Breeding  Bird  Counts  of  June." 
Oct,  10  Annual  Organizational  Meeting, 

Oct  24  Dr.  Andrle  -  "Gulls." 


Nov.  14  Computer  Demonstration  -  Joe  Di Domenico  and  others. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Ju  1  y 


Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  ?:()0  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti,  or  at  7:15  at  the  first  parkiig  lot  (0.6  mi.;  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron 
( 662- 4783 ) . 


Aug.  12:  Sunday.  Mystery  Trip  -  Go  where  the  birds  are.  Call  Bill  Burch 
(77-3690)  the  day  before  for  details:  Meeting  place  L  time, 
dest inat ion  etc. 


Aug.  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 
Busti,  or  at  7:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


###### 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

##*  ***** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 
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The  1990  Spring  Migration  in  Williamsville  Glen 


APRIL 

MAY 

19 

25 

28 

30 

5 

6 

7 

9 

11 

15 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

Black -billed  Cuckoo 

1 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Alder  Flycatcher 

1 

Willow  Flycatcher 

1 

Least  Flycatcher 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

1 

4 

Great  Cr.  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Eastern  Kingbird 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

84 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

5 

29 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Veery 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

6 

4 

2 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Wood  Thrush 

1 

1 

2 

1 

White-eyed  Vireo 

1 

1 

Solitary  Vireo 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Warbling  Vireo 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

1 

12 

4 

1 

18 

6 

5 

5 

3 

1 

5 

Blue -winged  Warbler 

1 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

1 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

2 

8 

3 

4 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

3 

5 

4 

9 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

5 

8 

10 

8 

6 

3 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

5 

12 

18 

8 

10 

4 

2 

4 

Cape  May  Warbler 

4 

Blk.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

7 

4 

2 

3 

Yel.-rumped  Warbler 

1 

24 

46 

3 

10 

8 

8 

15 

11 

14 

6 

8 

4 

6 

3 

Blk.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

9 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

1 

2 

1 

6 

15 

7 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Blk.-and-Wh.  Warbler 

3 

3 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

3 

10 

4 

1 

American  Redstart 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

6 

12 

8 

4 

11 

4 

2 

Ovenbird 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

Connecticut  Warbler 

1 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Com.  Yellow-throat 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Wilson's  Warbler 

5 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Canada  Warbler 

2 

1 

3 

7 

8 

3 

7 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Indigo  Bunting 

1 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

9 

8 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

3 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

5 

1 

2 

Northern  Oriole 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Purple  Finch 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Pine  Siskin 

4 

2 

1 

6 

9 

3 

1 

Warbler  Species 

1 

1 

6 

3 

12 

6 

11 

10 

5 

17 

15 

18 

20 

23 

19 

18 

14 

9 

8 

Warbler  Individuals 

1 

24 

56 

5 

27 

21 

31 

32 

17 

55 

44 

63 

93 

132 

68 

69 

33 

16 

20 

Total  Species 

30 

28 

37 

32 

47 

35 

51 

33 

31 

62 

50 

55 

49 

72 

50 

58 

38 

31 

45 

Total  Individuals 

216 

183 

209 

148 

157 

110 

213 

96 

138 

208 

162 

160 

162 

283 

168 

206 

95 

63 

191 
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The  chart  accompanying  this  article  provides  migration  records  for  species 
passing  through  the  Williamsville  Glen  from  April  19  through  May  26,  1990.  It 
represents  coverage  on  19  days  by  two  observers  (with  contributions  by  others  as 
well) :  Peter  Yoerg  spent  73  hours  on  12  days  there,  Gerry  Rising  28  hours  on  12 
days.  While  Yoerg  concentrated  on  areas  in  which  birds  tended  to  congregate,  Rising 
followed  a  set  course  through  the  glen.  Although  they  were  often  there  on  the  same 
days,  they  spent  less  than  an  hour  all  spring  birding  together.  Their  same  day 
records  have  been  combined  by  taking  maximum  counts:  never  did  those  counts  differ 
by  more  than  two  or  three  individuals. 

The  chart  is  designed  to  give  a  picture  of  the  full  time  period.  Narrower 
(empty)  columns  are  included  for  days  when  the  glen  was  not  censused  and  season 
maxima  for  each  species  and  for  totals  are  printed  in  boldface.  Close  examination 
of  this  chart  shows  that  maximum  counts  were  obtained  for  23  of  the  53  listed 
species  and  subspecies  on  May  21,  over  three  times  the  number  on  any  other  day.  In 
fact  40  of  the  53  had  maximum  counts  between  May  20th  and  23rd  inclusive. 

This  is  the  second  year  for  this  census  (last  year's  reported  in  Prothonotary  55, 
6:  68-70)  and  the  results  provide  some  interesting  comparisons.  In  1989  there  were 
two  migration  peaks:  on  May  3-5  and  May  19;  similar  peaks  occurred  this  year  on 
April  28,  May  7,  May  15,  and  May  21.  These  peaks  represent  higher  counts  of  overall 
species  and  individuals  as  well  as  warbler  species  and  individuals.  Those  of  us  who 
birded  the  glen  this  year  were  struck  again  with  this  phenomenum  of  waves  of  birds 
passing  through.  The  totals  show  several  examples  of  this,  for  example,  the  drop¬ 
off  in  numbers  of  warblers  from  April  25th  to  28th  and  from  May  9th  to  11th. 

Another  phenomenum  that  seems  to  us  more  threatening  —  although  we  do  not  have 
enough  long-term  data  to  support  our  gut  feeling  —  is  the  daily  ratio  of  species  to 
individuals.  Despite  some  early  high  counts  of  kinglets  and  Yellow-rumped  Warblers, 
this  ratio  averages  about  1:3.8  for  all  species  and  1:3.7  for  warblers.  In  other 
words  you  tend  to  see  less  than  4  of  each  species  on  a  given  day.  While  this  may 
appeal  temporarily  to  us  listers,  it  is  surely  threatening  as  far  as  the  future  of 
some  of  these  species  is  concerned. 

Here  is  some  other  comparative  data: 

Single  Day  High  Counts  Overall  Totals 


1989 

1990 

1989 

1990 

warbler  species 

18 

23 

warbler 

species 

25 

24 

warbler  indiv. 

104 

132 

+  1  subsp 

total  species 

58 

72 

total  indiv. 

214 

283 

all 

species 

94 

102 

date 

May  1 9 

May  21 

Those  of  the  102 

species 

not  appearing 

on  the  chart  (if 

seen  3  times 

or  less. 

dates  are  given)  are:  American  Bittern  (May  9),  Great  Blue  Heron,  Green-backed  Heron 
(May  5,  11),  Mallard,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (May  7),  Cooper's  Hawk  (May  7),  Red  Tailed 
Hawk,  Ring-necked  Pheasant  (April  19) ,  Killdeer  (April  19,  May  26) ,  Solitary 
Sandpiper  (May  15) ,  Spotted  Sandpiper  (May  21,  22) ,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove, 
Mourning  Dove,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Nighthawk  (May  21),  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  (May  21),  Belted  Kingfisher,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 

Northern  Flicker,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Purple  Martin  (May  19) ,  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Barn 
Swallow,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper  (5  on  April  19),  House  Wren,  Winter  Wren  (April 
25) ,  American  Robin,  Gray  Catbird,  European  Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhee  (April  19,  30),  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow  (April  30,  May  15), 

Song  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco  (April  19,  25),  Bobolink  (May  7),  Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Common  Grackle,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch, 
and  House  Sparrow. 

Species  recorded  in  1989  that  were  missing  this  year  are:  Canada  Goose,  Black 
luck,  Turkey  Vulture,  American  Woodcock,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Tut ced  Titmouse 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Tree  Swallow,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  Cedar  Waxwing, 
Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Northern  Parula,  Pine  Warbler,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  and  Rusty  Blackbird. 

While  we  tried  to  provide  comparable  and  complete  coverage  of  this  area,  it  is 
important  to  note  as  last  year  that  this  is  not  a  controlled  census;  the  results 
are,  however,  useful  certainly  for  gross  comparisons.  —  G.  Rising  and  P.  Yoerg 
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THE  MONTH:  June  1990 

June  weather  can  have  a  major  effect  on  the  breeding  success  of  local 
birds;  it  is  appropriate,  therefore,  to  examine  conditions  that  most  directly 
relate  to  that  success.  The  overall  data  doesn't  tell  much:  the  temperature 
mean  was  66.7°F,  about  two-thirds  of  a  degree  above  normal;  and  the 
precipitation  total  (finally  none  as  snow)  was  3.6  inches,  about  0.8  inch 
above  normal  but  scarcely  more  than  half  of  the  May  total  of  6.1  inches. 

There  was  some  rainfall  on  20  of  the  30  days,  which  makes  the  month  sound 

quite  dreary,  but  15  of  those  20  days  enjoyed  only  a  trace  or  up  to  a  fifth  of 

an  inch.  In  24  hours  from  the  3rd  to  the  4th,  a  total  of  1.6  inches  fell 
during  severe  thunderstorms  accompanied  by  high  winds  with  a  maximum  gust  of 
62  mph  in  Niagara  Falls.  (What  fell  on  the  3rd,  1.2  inches,  beat  the  previous 
record  for  that  date  by  130%.)  The  second  thunderstorm  of  the  month  occurred 
on  the  18th:  less  precipitation  this  time  (just  over  a  half  inch)  but  in  some 
local  areas  the  rain  changed  to  hail  of  up  to  marble  size.  Strong  wind  gusts 
to  50  mph  were  reported.  Both  of  these  storms  caused  local  power  outages  and 
downed  trees.  The  other  rainy  days  were  the  8th  (a  quarter  inch)  and  the  23rd 
(three-fourths  inch) ,  but  these  were  not  accompanied  with  such  violent 
effects.  Despite  these  two  major  storms,  the  month  was,  I  believe,  quite 

favorable  to  nesting  for  all  but  the  earliest  breeders.  After  June  5th,  no 

nighttime  temperature  below  52°F  was  recorded  and  on  only  one  day  after  the 
6th  did  the  Buffalo  Weather  Bureau's  "fastest  one  minute"  of  wind  rise  above 
25  mph.  Overall,  this  suggests  quite  favorable  conditions.  (The  month  was 
also  beset  by  quite  a  bit  of  fog  —  15  days  —  and  smog  —  9  days  —  but  these 
should  have  little  effect  on  breeding  success.) 

The  excitement  of  those  big  spring  lists  drops  off  in  June  with  most  of  the 
migrants  having  moved  on.  But  summer  birding  has  its  own  rewards:  the  late 
migrant,  the  unusual  nesting  species,  and  the  opportunity  simply  to  observe 
bird  behavior  at  a  more  relaxed  pace  before  that  pace  picks  up  again  in  July 
with  the  arrival  of  the  first  returning  shorebirds.  But  June  too  can  have  its 
excitement:  at  center  stage  this  month  was  the  Lawrence's  Warbler  found  along 
Judge  Road  in  the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  (just  outside  the  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area) .  Birders  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  this  bird 
through  most  of  the  month,  although  it  took  some  energy  to  locate  it.  (In  my 
case  it  took  three  trips  before  Bill  Watson  was  finally  able  to  point  it  out 


75 


Vol .  56  No.  7 


for  me.)  This  bird  is  the  recessive  hybrid  of  the  Blue-winged  and  Golden¬ 
winged  Warblers,  the  Brewster's  Warbler  the  dominant  hybrid.  Consider  just 
how  rare  the  Lawrence's  Warbler  is: 

All  the  first  generation  hybrids  will  be  Brewster's  Warbler  in  plumage. 

In  the  next  generation  there  will  be  pure  Golden-winged  Warblers,  pure 
Blue-winged  Warblers,  pure  Brewster's  Warblers,  and  pure  Lawrence's 
Warblers;  also  mixed  birds  of  the  first  three  forms,  but  none  of  the 
last  form,  which,  being  recessive,  comes  to  light  only  when  pure.  The 
original  hybrids  then  (which  will  be  all  Brewster' s  in  plumage)  must  be 
fertile  with  one  another  or  with  the  parent  species  for  any  Lawrence's 
to  occur;  and  if  they  are  perfectly  fertile  Lawrence's  must  still 
remain  a  small  minority.  After  the  first  generation  the  proportion  of 
plumages  of  birds  with  mixed  parentage  should  be:  9  Brewster's,  3 
[Golden-winged],  3  [Blue-winged],  and  1  Lawrence's.  (John  Treadwell 
Nichols  quoted  in  Bent,  p.  3) 

(Contemporary  biologists  would  modify  this  discussion  by  reference  to  the  gene 
pool  and  intergradation  of  plumages,  but  would  still  consider  it  quite 
accurate.)  Add  to  this  the  estimate  by  Gill  and  Murray  (noted  in  Morse,  p. 

296)  that  mixed  pairs  of  Blue-winged  and  Golden-winged  Warblers  do  not  exceed 
5—10  percent  and  you  have  a  very  rare  bird  indeed.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (p. 
386)  includes  three  records,  two  in  1949  and  one  in  1950;  since  then  the  only 
records  I  know  of  were  of  single  birds  on  May  Counts  in  1973  and  1985. 

The  Tonawanda  Reservation  is  an  excellent  area  to  produce  these  hybrids 
with  both  full  species  in  evidence  (and  a  Brewster's  was  also  reported  there 
during  this  month) .  Forty  years  ago  when  I  first  observed  birds  in  the 
Rochester  area,  Golden-wings  far  outnumbered  Blue-wings,  but  the  former  is 
rapidly  being  displaced  wherever  the  two  species  occur  together.  This  seems 
to  be  in  partial  parallel  with  a  pattern  documented  by  Gill  (again  reported  by 
Morse,  p.  296)  in  Connecticut  where  within  50  years  the  population  went  from 
100  percent  Golden-winged  to  nearly  100  percent  Blue-winged.  Various 
hypotheses  have  been  put  forward  for  this  displacement,  but  no  agreement  has 
been  reached.  (The  discussion  of  this  in  Morse  on  pp.  298—301  makes 
interesting  reading.) 

Some  waterfowl  records  are  also  of  interest.  A  number  of  migrants  stayed 
into  June  this  year:  among  them  were  Common  Loon  (reported  on  the  17th  and 
24th),  Green-winged  Teal  (6th— 30th),  Northern  Pintail  (6th),  Redhead  (2nd),  a 
scaup  (30th)  ,  Common  Goldeneye  (2nd  and  6th)  and  Ruddy  Duck  (also  2nd  and 
6th)  .  Loons  were  recorded  to  June  3  last  year,  and  not  at  all  in  the  three 
previous  years.  Green-winged  Teal  were  reported  in  June  three  of  the  last 
four  years,  but  only  a  single  bird  after  the  middle  of  the  month.  A  single 
Redhead  stayed  through  the  month  in  1988  and  a  Goldeneye  was  seen  on  June  26, 
1987,  but  these  are  the  only  other  records  of  these  divers  over  this  five  year 
period. 

From  the  Southern  Tier  we  have  Brooks'  report  of  a  single  White-winged 
Crossbill  on  the  10th,  a  possible  nesting  species  worth  the  difficult  task  of 
searching  through  the  extensive  pine  stands  of  the  area.  It  is  interesting 
that  this  is  the  first  crossbill  report  since  the  end  of  April.  Whatever 
happened  to  those  many  White-winged  Crossbill  flocks  that  were  so  widely 
distributed  early  in  the  year?  Although  Brooks'  Pine  Siskins  evidently  left 
her  area,  a  few  remained  through  the  month  in  Eden  and  other  unconfirmed 
reports  were  received.  Also  of  special  interest  is  her  single  White-eyed 
Vireo  in  the  Town  of  Alfred. 

On  the  next  page  I  have  summarized  in  chart  form  the  Spring  migration  of 
shorebirds  into  and  in  most  cases  through  this  region  by  week  long  periods. 

The  chart  includes  only  those  shorebirds  that  were  recorded  this  spring  and 
the  dates  given  signify  the  first  day  of  the  week  for  which  occurrence  is 
noted.  To  provide  a  basis  for  comparison  I  have  used  Beardslee  and  Mitchell's 
(B  &  M,  p.  203-238)  average  first  and  last  migration  dates.  The  annotations 
are  as  follows: 
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o  —  this  week  includes  days  within  the  B  &  M  migration  period,  but  the 
species  was  not  recorded  in  the  BOS  region  this  spring 
x  —  this  week  includes  days  within  the  B  &  M  migration  period,  and  the 
species  was  recorded  in  the  BOS  region  this  spring 
*  —  all  days  of  this  week  were  outside  the  B  &  M  migration  period,  but  the 
species  was  recorded  in  the  BOS  region  this  spring 
Status  is  as  given  in  B  &  M:  C  —  common;  Cs  —  casual;  FC  —  fairly  common; 

I  —  irregular;  O  —  occasional;  R  —  rare;  VC  —  very  common;  VR  —  very  rare; 

U  —  uncommon. 


Using  these  designations,  you  should  see  that  the  Greater  Yellowlegs,  for 
example,  was  found  a  week  early  but  then  only  sporadically  through  its  regular 
migration  period. 


Status 

Feb 

18  25 

March 

4  11  18  25 

April 

1  8  15  22  29 

May 

6  13  20  27 

June 

3  10  17  24 

Black-bellied  Plover 

U 

o 

X 

o 

Semi-palmated  Plover 

FC 

k 

k 

o 

o 

X 

o 

Killdeer 

VC 

X 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

FC 

k 

X 

o 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

X 

X 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

U-FC 

o 

X 

o 

X 

o 

o 

o 

X 

k 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

FC 

X 

o 

o 

X 

X 

o 

Willet 

0,  VR 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

VC 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Upland  Sandpiper 

U 

X 

X 

X 

o 

X 

X 

o 

o 

X 

X 

o 

Whimbrel 

C 

X 

o 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

c 

o 

X 

X 

o 

Red  Knot 

u 

★ 

o 

X 

o 

Sanderling 

I,u 

o 

o 

o 

X 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

c 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Least  Sandpiper 

FC 

★ 

X 

o 

X 

o 

o 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

i,R 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

FC-C 

k 

X 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Purple  Sandpiper 

I,  VR 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

★ 

Dunlin 

C 

X 

o 

X 

X 

X 

o 

Sh. -billed  Dowitcher 

U 

k 

X 

X 

X 

Common  Snipe 

FC 

★ 

k 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

k 

American  Woodcock 

★ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

Cs,  VR 

o 

X 

o 

o 

Red-neck.  Phalarope 

Cs,  VR 

k 

o 

My  reading  of  this  table  is  that  it  displays  a  rather  average  season  with  a 
few  outstanding  records:  the  status  column  suggests  that  these  are  the 
Willets,  the  White-rumped  Sandpipers,  the  late  Purple  Sandpipers  and  the  two 
phalaropes. —  G.  Rising 
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1 NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
written  verification  accordina  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 

acceptable,  detailed 
Western  New  York  and 

Ad.iacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 

the  Buffalo  Ornithologica 

1  3oc i e  t  y . 

*  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  year. 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for  the  migration. 

• 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for  the  migration. 

Cf) 

-  Indicates  record  from 

feeding  stat i on . 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding  area. 

Name  of  Bird 

Jun_ 

Uujnfeer 

location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

17 

z 

Dunkirk  Twp 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 

/l 

24 

1 

Shadigee 

Potter,  D'Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

12,28,30 

35,18,24 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

ti 

17 

L 

Shadigee 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

24 

14 

Somerset  Twp 

II 

Least  Bittern 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising,  Watson 

1! 

26 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

ft 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  D'Anna 

Great  Blue  Heron 

u 

llad+ily 

Motor  Is.  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

O 

Ls 

O 

L, 

Pt.  Maitland  Ont. 

D  Anna 

H 

6,28 

2,7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Yoerg 

II 

12 

1,1 

Oak  Orch,Tona  WMA 

Andrle,  Roberson  et 

li 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising,  Watson 

II 

30 

11 

Iroquois  NWR 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Green-winged  Teal 

6-30 

2-10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 

Northern  Pintai 1 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Gadwal 1 

28 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

23 

1 

Canad.L.Erie  shore 

Rising, Watson 

H 

28 

17 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

30 

19 

Motor  Is., Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Redhead 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising, Watson  et  al 

Scaup  species 

30 

1 

Niagara  Fails 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

4.  ,  6 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson. Rising  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

28,30 

^  n 

c»  %  c* 

Niagara  Fails 

Watson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

23 

6 

Bertie  Twp. .Ont . 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

2,6 

2,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, Rising  et  al 

Osprey 

/■s 

L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna  et  al 

u 

12 

! 

i 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

if 

25 

3,1 

A1 leg. Res. , A 1  leg  SP 

Andrle  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

16,28 

2ad+2y9nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

24 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Roberson, Cooper 

Broad- winged  Hawk 

2L 

/■» 

Z 

over  Tonawanda  WMA 

D  Anna  et  al 

Vi  Id  Turkey 

17 

6 

Porter  to  Somerset 

D'Anna, Potter 

Semipalmated  Plover 

2L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. ,0nt . 

D  Anna 

Upland  Sandpiper 

10 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D  Anna,  Potter 

ti 

10,17 

4,2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Rising  et  al 

17 

1 

Hart  land  Twp. 

D  Anna,  Potter 
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Ruddy  Turnstone 
*Sander 1 ing 
Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

li 

fl 

White-r.  Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Bonaparte's  Gui 1 
Caspian  Tern 
Common  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Black-bi 1  led  Cuckoo 
Yel low-bi 1  led  Cuckoo 
Common  Night hawk 

(I 

H 

Whip-poor-wi 1 1 
Red-headed.  Wdpkr. 

M 

ir 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

li 

II 

tl 

Cliff  Swal low 

H 

Common  Raven 

II 

Tufted  Titmouse 

li 

II 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

II 

It 

Carol ina  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

li 

II 

li 

II 

B1 .-gr .  Gnatcatcher 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Swainsons  Thrush 

II 

If 

Cedar  Waxwing 
White-eyed  Vireo 
Golden-wing.  Warbler 
"Brewster  s  Warbler" 

li 

*" Lawrence  s  Warbler" 

II 

n 


2L 

11 

2L 

4,18 

2 

50 

2 

28 

4L 

4 

4L 

2 

2L 

12 

23 

59 

24 

1,7 

17 

2 

2-28 

1-10 

2-24 

6  reports 

2-24 

8  reports 

2,9-30 

1,2 

12 

1 

20 

1 

6,25,27 

3,1,7 

2 

1 

12 

1 

12 

1 

10 

1 

12 

1 

17,25 

1,2  PDBA 

28 

2 

13 

15  nests 

17,24,28 

2.4 

4,24 

2ad.+y . ,3 

13 

1 

10 

1 

6  1 

A 

L* 

28 

1 

1-30 

1 

24 

1 

28 

1 

17 

1 

10 

2 

2 

1  PDBA 

L 

2  PDBA 

3-24 

2-5  PDBA 

25,27 

2,1  PDBA 

28 

4  PDBA 

17 

1 

22 

18ad. 

o 

& 

2 

5L 

2 

14 

1 

10 

100 

30 

1 

2 

6 

2,10 

1,1 

13 

1 

3,4 

1 

12,13,17 

1 

16,28 

1 

Rosehi 1 1 -Morgan  s  Pt. 
Rock  Pt,Windmi 1 1  Pt. 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Rock  Point  P.P. ,0nt. 
Eden  Twp. 

Eden  Twp. 

Rock  Point  P.P. ,0nt . 
Bertie  Twp.,0nt. 

Shad i gee, Somerset 
Shadigee 

Iroquois  NWR&Ton.WMA 
throughout  region 
throughout  region 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Tonawanda 
Wheatfield  Twp. 

Wainf leet  Twp. ,0nt. 
Granger  Twp. 

Iroquois  NWR 
East  Aurora 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Iroquois  NWR 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Iroquois  NWR 
Andover  Twp. 

Shadigee 
Ward  Twp. 

A1 fred  Twp. 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Amity  Lake 
Iroquois  NWR 
Niagara  Falls 
Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Dunkirk 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Arkwright  Twp. 

Keeney 
Ward  Twp. 

W.  Almond 
Iroquois  NWR 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Amity  Twp. 

Tonawanda  Twp. 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
near  El  1 icottvi 1 le 
past  Golden  Hill  SP 
A1 fred  Twp. 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 
Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 


D  Anna 
D'Anna 

Watson  et  al 
D'Anna 
Andr 1 e 
Andr le 
D'Anna 

Watson, Rising 
D'Anna,  Potter 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Watson  et  al 


Hess 

Rising 

D  Anna,  Potter 

Rising, D'Anna, Watson 

Brooks, Palmer 

Roberson 

Holmes 

Watson  et  al 

Roberson 

Watson,  Andrle  et  al 
Watson,  Yoerg 
Brooks 

D  Anna,  Watson 
Brooks 
Brooks 
Watson  et  al 
Pitzrick 
Watson,  Yoerg 
Roberson 
Roberson, Cooper 
Watson,  'Yoerg 
Watson,  Rising  et  al 
Rising,  Watson  et  al 
Mosher,  Gula  Jr. 

Brooks 

Brooks 

Brooks 

Watson,  Yoerg 
Watson,  Rising  et  al 
Pitzrick 
Hess 

Holmes,  Ruhl 
Rising 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Brooks 
Watson  et  al 
Mosher,  Budniewski  s 
Roberson 

D  Anna,  Watson  et  al 
Andrle,  Roberson  et  al 
Watson,  Rising  et  al 
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Nashvi 1 le  Warbler 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

li 

11 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

B1 ,-thr.  B1 .  Warbler 

13 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

li 

13L 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

li 

14 

6 

near  El  1 icottvi 1 le 

Rising 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1-30 

1-4 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

il 

1-30 

1-6 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

li 

30 

£ 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

D  Anna  et  al 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

14 

20 

near  El  1 icottvi 1 le 

Rising 

Prairie  Warbler 

5-30 

1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

.  Pitzrick 

M 

10 

7  PDBA 

Carroll  Twp. 

Sundel 1 

il 

11,29 

1,1 

A1 fred  Twp. 

Brooks 

H 

14 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

li 

25 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

il 

25 

2 

Grove  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cerulean  Warbler 

14 

4 

near  El  1 icottvi 1 le 

Rising 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

21 

1 

Alma  Twp. 

Pi tzrick 

It 

22,24,30 

1,1,2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Protnonotary  Warbler 

2,3,6 

1,1.1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson, D  Anna  et  al 

Northern  Waterthrush 

£ 

£ 

Keeney 

Brooks,  Palmer 

il 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Hooded  Warbler 

14 

15 

near  El  1 icottvi 1 le 

Rising 

II 

21 

1 

Scio  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

il 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Watson 

Canada  Warbler 

10 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Watson  et  al 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

23,25 

1,1 

Wainf leet  Twp. ,0nt . 

Rising, Watson, D  Anna  e 

Vesper  Sparrow 

18,22,28 

1,1,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

o 

£ 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Mosher,  Gula  Jr. 

K 

6,14,28 

1,1.1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

II 

10 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

Rising,  Watson 

II 

13 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

II 

18,25,27 

4, 4, 5-6 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rising,Roberson,Mosher 

Hens  low  s  Sparrow 

13 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

21 

1 

Alma  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

M 

25 

2 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

M 

r> 

L  t 

a 

0 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orchard  Oriole 

24 

1 

Shadigee 

Potter,  D  Anna 

White-w.  Crossbill 

10 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

BrooKS 

Pine  Siskin 

1-3,4-30 

1-3 

Eden  Twp.  ( f ) 

Andrle 

Species,  subspecies  < 

6.  hybrids  previously  recoraec 

.  255 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

.  .  £ 

Total  for  year  .  . 

.  257 

######** 

Descriptions  of  BOS  Territories 

Twenty-seven  years  ago  in  the  March  1963  issue  of  The  Prothonotarv .  the  first 
descriptions  of  the  B.O.S.  sectional  territories  were  printed.  These  first  efforts 
were  written  by  Harold  Mitchell  and  Frances  Rew  who  described  Sections  10  and  16. 
respectively.  They  were  designed  to  be  used  with  the  B.O.S.  Sectional  Maps,  each  of 
which  has  a  coordinate  system  of  letters  and  numbers  to  pinpoint  a  location  within 


80 


Vol .  56  No.  7 

the  section.  Since  1963  a  number  of  other  sections  have  been  described  but  it  has 
been  many  years  since  the  last  one  appeared  in  The  Prothonotarv . 

It  is  a  goal  of  the  society  to  eventually  have  a  description  of  every  territory. 
Terry  Mosher,  a  corresponding  member  of  the  B.O.S.,  has  made  an  effort  to  fill  in 
one  of  the  gaps  by  describing  Section  20.  His  excellent  work  is  attached  to  the 
back  of  this  issue  of  The  Prothonotarv.  It  can  be  detached  and  placed  in  your 
B.0.3.  map  notebook. 

Other  territories  which  have  not  yet  been  described  are  Sections 
2,6,9,15,17,18,19,21,22,23,24  and  25.  If  you  think  you  know  one  of  these  areas  well 
enough  to  describe  all  of  its  best  birding  spots,  please  contact  Willie  D  Anna,  2257 
Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304  (731-4348), 

One  other  note  regarding  Section  20.  As  if  Terry's  description  is  not  enough  to 
entice  you  to  explore  this  area,  consider  that  on  April  21  of  this  year,  he  had  a 
Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl  "calling  like  crazy"  on  Chautauqua  Road  (No.  10  in  the 
description),  quite  possibly  a  breeding  bird. 

**##*#** 

Presque  Isle  -  Pymatuning  Weekend 
May  12-13,  1990 

Presque  Isle  State  Park  is  a  marshy  peninsula  of  3200  acres  which  projects  7  miles 
into  Lake  Erie  at  Erie  Pa.  Birders  have  met  here  in  May  (usually  Mother  s  Day 
weekend)  for  some  50  years.  This  year  19  Birders  from  Buffalo,  including  6  BOS 
members,  joined  about  40  others  for  the  weekend.  The  weather  both  days  was  overcast 
with  occasional  drizzle  and  a  temperature  of  35-60"F. 

At  the  Administration  Building  coffee  and  doughnuts  were  offered  by  the  Erie  Bird 
Club.  Outside  the  mist  nets  of  Jean  Stull  were  catching  mainly  local  yellow 
warblers  and  catbirds,  in  contrast  to  other  years  when  sne  had  a  bounty  including 
two  Brewster's  warblers  at  one  time. 

The  number  of  warblers  was  low  but  two  one-mile  treks  along  the  concrete  walk  gave 
our  group  most  of  the  17  warbler  species  sighted  (Parula,  Yellow,  Chestnut-sided, 
Magnolia,  Cape  May,  B1 ack-throated  Blue,  Ye  1 1 ow-rumped,  B1 ack-throated  Green, 
Blackburnian,  Palm,  Bay-breasted,  Redstart,  Prothonotary ,  Ovenbird,  Northern 
Waterthrush ,Yel 1 owthroat  and  Wilson  s).  Also  brightening  the  walk  were  several  each 
of  Red-headed  Woodpeckers,  Scarlet  Tanager  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak. 

The  dinner  Saturday  night  at  a  Grange  hall  near  Linesville,  Pa.  had  36 
persons — about  half  the  usual  turnout.  Mrs  Janet  Marvin  discussed  the  Erie  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  where  she  works. 

The  Sunday  caravan  led  south  from  Linesville  to  the  Fish  Hatchery,  the  Waterfowl 
Museum  and  on  across  the  spillway  road  of  Pymatuning  Lake.  At  the  Hatchery  an 
immature  Bald  Eagle  was  diving  into  the  lake  for  fish,  and  swallows  surrounded  the 
building,  including  Rough-winged,  Cl  iff.  Barn  and  Tree  swallows.  At  the  Waterfowl 
Museum,  besides  a  fine  collection  of  mounted  specimens,  there  were  Pine  Siskins  at 
the  feeder  and  a  dozen  Cormorants  on  the  Lake. 

After  the  spillway  was  crossed,  we  took  the  first  road  on  the  left— a  gravel 
road--to  the  Two  Millers  ponds  of  the  Game  Management  Area.  The  fields  were  busy 
with  Bobolinks  and  Meadowlarks.  the  two  small  ponds,  lying  50-100  yards  from  the 
gravel  road,  give  a  good  view  of  shorebirds  (sever  species  today)  and  at  times  a 
variety  of  waterfowl.  We  wish  that  our  Iroquois  Refuge  could  provide  for  similar 
easi 1 y-viewed  ponds. 

At  Hartstown,  Pa.,  a  marsh  lies  along  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  tracks  for 
miles  in  a  north-south  direction.  One  good  access  is  where  HWY  322  crosses  the 
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tracks  at  an  overpass.  Our  leader  chose  another  area  in  order  to  view  an  eagle's 
nest.  To  reach  it  we  went  1.1  mi.  east  on  322  from  the  overpass,  then  turned  south 
(right)  and  went  1.9  mi.  then  turned  right  on  a  dirt  road  marked  with  a  Conservation 
Area  sign.  We  drove  0.4  mi.  to  a  parking  area  then  walked  100  yd.  further.  The 
Bald  Eagle  s  nest  became  visible  to  the  north  about  0.3  mi.  away.  We  were  surprised 
to  see  a  large  bird  sitting  in  a  dead  tree  with  its  wings  outspread  in  cormorant 
style.  It  was  the  female  Bald  Eagle  drying  out  after  a  rainy  night  on  the  nest. 
The  male  put  in  an  appearance  soon,  and  moreover  two  eaglets  could  be  seen  on  the 
nest.  The  marsh  also  had  Moorhen,  Black  Terns  and  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  on  nest. 

Since  Presque  Isle  has  both  deer  ticks  and  dog  dicks  birders  were  carefully 
sticking  to  cleared  paths  and  avoiding  brush  and  grass.  This,  plus  perhaps  the 
early  date,  paid  off  and  none  of  our  group  discovered  ticks. 

The  weekend  rewarded  us  with  some  memorable  views  of  warblers,  swallows  and  eagles 
as  well  as  well  as  the  chance  to  meet  birding  friends  from  Erie  and  Pittsburg.  Our 
bird  list  was  about  105  species  for  the  two  days,  good  considering  that  it  wasn  t  a 
day  of  massive  migration. 

3i  1  1  Burch 


******** 

1990  Grimsby  Hawkwatch  Summary 
by  Walter  Klabunde 

the  1990  hawkwatch  season  at  Grimsby  was  a  banner  year.  A  total  of  19,204  hawks 
were  recorded  even  though  counts  were  limited  to  the  Beamer  parking  area.  In  eleven 
years  of  "continuous  coverage"  this  total  was  only  surpassed  once  in  1985  with 
19,274.  But  that  total  included  2070  hawks  recorded  at  four  auxiliary  lookouts. 
Thus  only  17,204  were  from  the  parking  area,  exactly  2000  less  than  this  year's 
total . 

As  might  be  anticipated,  five  species  were  recorded  in  all  time  nigh  numbers. 
These  included:  Sharpshins,  Cooper  s,  Redshou 1 ders ,  Kestrels  and  Peregrine  Falcons. 
The  sharpsnin  total  of  7005  -  40%  above  the  previous  high  and  64%  over  the  eleven 
year  average  was  most  noteworthy  after  four  consecutive  of  below  average  totals. 
Likewise  Cooper  s  total  of  311  was  65%  above  the  average  while  Redshou! ders  total  of 
1341  exceeded  the  average  by  58%  and  the  Kestrel  total  of  207  was  71%  above  the 
average.  Finally  the  Peregrine  total  of  6  was  200%  above  the  average. 

Of  the  other  ten  species  recorded,  seven  placed  second  in  the  eleven  years.  These 
included:  Vultures,  Ospreys,  Harriers,  Redtails,  Roughlegs,  Golden  Eagles  and 
Mer 1  ins. 

The  Bald  Eagle  total  of  15  ranked  third  in  the  eleven  years  but  was  only  two  below 
last  year  s  high. 

In  the  eleven  years  Broadwing  totals  ranked  first  for  six  years  and  third  (behind 
Sharpshins  and  Redtails)  for  four  years.  This  year  the  4428  Broadwing  total  ranked 
second  (behind  Sharpshin)  but  still  2%  below  the  eleven  year  average. 

The  most  memorable  sighting  of  the  season  occurred  on  April  23rd  when  three  Golden 
Eagles  came  past  the  lookout  in  one  minute  (8:42  AM).  The  first  one  actually  did 
more  flapping  and  turning  than  normal,  but  that  one  had  hardly  passed  when  the 
other  two  came  into  sight  -  wing  tip  to  wing  tip  -  gliding  right  by  in  a  straight 
line  without  a  single  winabeat  about  250  feet  up  and  100  feet  north  of  us. 
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HAWK  COUNTS  AT  BEAMBR  LOOKOUT  FOR  MARCH  1990 


jP. E  HRS 

HINDS 

TV 

OS  BE 

NH 

ss 

OH 

NO 

RS  BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AX 

ML 

PG 

UR 

TOTAL 

1  8 

SW 

1 

5 

1 

1 

8 

;  7 

SW 

1 

4 

1 

6 

7 

NW-H 

46 

1 

1 

48 

!  7 

SSW 

1 

24 

25 

7 

NE 

1 

1 

101 

1 

1 

1 

3 

109 

7 

NE 

1 

1 

10 

12 

i  7 

NE 

32 

1 

1 

34 

7 

NE 

1 

1 

1 

18 

1 

22 

0 

- 

RAIN 

- 

0 

6 

SSW 

0 

4 

NE 

1 

1 

2 

9 

VAR 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

10 

8 

5 

1 

35 

9 

SSW 

16 

1 

5 

1 1 

2 

31 

120 

3 

6 

1 

1 

23 

220 

9 

SSW-S 

3 

12 

43 

5 

235 

404 

7 

44 

7 

760 

8 

SSW 

14 

2 

5 

108 

20 

1 

390 

544 

7 

10 

36 

1146 

9 

VAR 

1 

11 

70 

10 

1 

1 

94 

8 

SW 

51 

26 

16 

283 

365 

5 

4 

9 

759 

1  0 

SW 

1 

2 

18 

55 

1 

1 

78 

4 

N 

- 

SNOW 

0 

9 

VAR 

2 

2 

2 

4 

34 

2 

1 

47 

8 

SW 

160 

5 

13 

6 

2 

94 

210 

1 1 

1 

3 

177 

682 

3 

SSW 

32 

3 

18 

1 

12 

20 

5 

1 

7 

99 

7 

WNW 

15 

1 

4 

1 

13 

1 

35 

9 

NE 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

29 

100 

6 

1 

10 

164 

8 

wsw 

44 

1 

2 

9 

4 

2 

33 

2 

2 

3 

102 

8 

WNW-NW 

16 

1 

2 

2 

2 

32 

55 

7 

VAR 

2 

7 

1 

7 

21 

1 

1 

2 

42 

8 

VAR 

177 

1 

4 

15 

12 

4 

41 

86 

5 

2 

2 

33 

382 

8 

NNE-NE 

9 

2 

9 

5 

1 

14 

4k 

3 

8 

99 

7 

S 

- 

RAIN 

- 

0 

0 

- 

RAIN 

- 

0 

AL 

22i)  544  0  6  48  279  99  11  1237  0  2346  64  2  1 00  2  3  234  5065 


Species  Abbreviations 
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HAWK  COUNTS  AT  3EAMER  FOR  APRIL  1990 
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******** 

FROM  FARTHER  AFIELD 

The  Royal  Ontario  Museum  lists  two  events  of  particular  interest  to  birders: 

How  through  Sept.  3,  1990  -  The  Nature  of  Birds:  A  Photo  Essay  Featuring  -46 
spectacular  color  photographs,  this  exhibition  showcases  the  remarkable  ecological 
and  physical  diversity  of  bird  life  all  over  the  world. 

Mov.  21,  1990  to  March  24,  1991  -  Owls:  Birds  of  Prev  in  Canada  Mounted 
specimens,  color  photographs,  graphic  panels  and  recorded  bird  calls  explore  the 
role  of  predation  in  nature  and  provides  fresh  insights  into  the  lives  of  this 
heavily-persecuted  group  of  birds. 

(information  provided  by  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Queen  s  Pk . ,  Toronto) 

******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Address  Change: 

Morgan  Jones 
39  Grasmere  Rd. 

Lockport,  HY  14094 

******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  Hew  York. 


oept.  [<j  "Summer  Birding  Adventures"  This  is  our  annual  members  slide  show, 
come  and  share  slide  of  your  recent  birding  experiences.  Also  a 
report  on  the  May  Bird  Count. 

Sept.  26  Walter  Klabunde  -  "Breeding  Bird  Counts  or  June." 

Oct.  10  Annual  Organizational  Meeting. 

Oct  24  Dr.  Andrle  -  "Gulls." 


Mov .  14  Computer  Demonstration  -  Joe  DiDomenico  and  others. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Aug.  12:  Sunday.  Mystery  Trip  -  Go  where  the  birds  are.  Call  Bill  Burch 
(77-3690)  the  day  before  for  details:  Meeting  place  &  time, 
destination  etc. 

Aug.  26:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  & 


Sept.  2: 

Busti,  or  at  7:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron 
(662-4783). 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  Times  Beach  for  warblers  and 
shorebirds.  Meet  at  7:30  am  in  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  parking 
lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Sept.  16:  Sunday.  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Amherst 


Sept.  21- 

Book  World  (former  Citibank)  just  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

-23:  Cape  May  Weekend,  organized  by  N.J.  Audubon  Society.  Reservation 
required  by  Sept .  1 . 

Sept.  30:  Sunday.  Bird  Island  Pier  for  shorebirds  &  gulls.  Meet  at  Broderick 


Park  (foot  of  Ferry  St.  at  Niagara  River)  at  9  am  for  a  walk  along 
the  1.3  mile  long  pier.  Leader:  Ron  Lange  (649-1231). 

Oct.  14: 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  & 
Gerry  Rising  (689-8301). 

Oct.  21: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Amherst 
Book  World  (former  Citibank)  just  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Oct.  26-28:  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Riverhead  L.I.. 


Oct.  27: 

SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  shoreline.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  in 
Lewiston  at  8  am.  Leader:  Willie  D  Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Nov .  4 : 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  l  waterfowl.  This  is  a  joint  trip 
with  the  GOS  (Rochester).  Meet  at  Oid  Fort  Erie  at  9:30  am  in  the 
parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  & 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 

****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 
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******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D 'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  3  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 


******** 

NOTICE 

Starting  in  September,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  will  once  again  be 
meeting  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Parking  will  be  available  on  the 
west  side  of  the  building,  where  the  old  lot  used  to  be.  Weekends  and 
evenings,  there  will  be  additional  parking  available  on  the  east  side  of  the 
building.  Both  lots  will  be  guarded. 


Section  Twenty  of  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area 


Introduction 


This  roughly  triangular  section  contains  two  areas  of  widely  different  to¬ 
pography  and  somewhat  different  climate  and  avifauna.  Along  the  triangle's  hy¬ 
potenuse  runs  the  Lake  Erie  plain,  a  flat  region  varying  from  about  one-half 
mile  to  four  miles  wide.  There,  temperatures  average  a  bit  warmer,  and  bird- 
life  is  generally  more  southern,  than  in  the  larger,  rolling  upland  area 
southeast  of  the  plain. 

TTe  lake  plain  features  a  small  city,  several  villages,  one  airport,  two 
small-boat  harbors,  and  a  state  park.  With  its  relatively  long  growing  season, 
the  plain  supports  several  hundred  vineyards,  large  and  small.  Outside  of  the 
densely  populated  areas,  wooded  tracts  are  scattered  and  small,  and  open  fields 
and  brushy  areas  are  common.  The  spring  migration  of  waterfowl,  raptors,  pas¬ 
serines,  and  other  birds  along  the  Lalce  Erie  plain  in  Section  Twenty  is  always 
abundant  and  often  excitmg.  In  the  summer,  southern  species  like  Red-headed 
Woodpecker,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  and  (very  locally)  Orchard  Oriole  and  White¬ 
eyed  Vireo  occur  here.  Seme  winters  bring  impressive  concentrations  of  water- 
fowl,  gulls,  raptors,  and  winter  finches. 

The  upland  portion  of  Section  Twenty  consists  mainly  of  rolling  hills,  two 
broad  valleys,  woods  of  the  maple-beech-hemlock  type,  and  a  few  large  reforested 
tracts  of  red  pine,  norway  spruce,  and  other  conifers.  Scattered  villages  and 
dairy  farms  dot  this  rural  area,  where  the  scenery  enhances  the  birder's  pleasure. 
In  the  high  conifer  woods  of  Arkwright  Township,  Canadian  specialties  including 
Northern  Goshawk  and  Ciolden-crowned  Kinglet  have  bred.  In  occasional  winters, 
irruptive  species  like  Pine  Grosbeak  and  Red  and  White-winged  Crossbill  occur 
in  the  same  woods. 
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Areas  of  Interest 


Below  are  descriptions  of  sixteen  birding  areas  in  Section  Twenty.  Five 
locations  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore  come  first/  then  four  spots  inland  on  the 
lake  plain,  and  finally  seven  upland  areas.  Map  coordinates  accompany  each 
description. 

1 .  E — 14  Dunkirk  Harbor 


To  bird  this  productive,  exciting  spot,  turn  north  onto  the  main  pier 
at  the  comer  of  Rt.  5  and  Central  Avenue  in  Dunkirk.  From  the  pier,  scan 
the  water  and  both  the  inner  and  outer  breakwalls,  using  a  telescope  if  pos¬ 
sible.  Other  good  vantage  points  include  Memorial  Park  (west  of  the  pier), 
the  Northern  Chautauqua  Conservation  Club  (at  the  foot  of  Mullet  St.,  west 
of  Memorial  Park),  the  foot  of  Deer  and  Main  Sts.  (east  of  the  pier),  and 
Lakeside  Blvd.  (which  runs  from  Main  St.  to  Wright  Park,  12  blocks  to  the 
east) . 

In  the  winter,  warm  effluent  from  the  Niagara  Mohawk  electric  power  plant 
keeps  Dunkirk  Harbor  open.  When  Lake  Erie  freezes  completely,  impressive 
flocks  of  Common  Mergansers,  Common  Goldeneyes,  Buffleheads,  and  Aythyan  spe¬ 
cies  occur  here,  and  twenty- species  days  are  not  uncommon.  A  few  White¬ 
winged  Scoters  and  Oldsquaws  often  join  the  mere  cannon  waterfowl,  and 
rarities  like  Eared  Grebe,  Harlequin  Duck,  and  King  or  Common  Eider  should 
always  be  watched  for.  Along  with  the  more  common  winter  gulls  of  Lake 
Erie,  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gull  occasionally  occur,  Black-legged  Kittiwake 
is  rare  but  regular,  and  Franklin's,  Sabine's,  and  Common  Black -headed  Gull 
have  all  been  recorded  at  least  once.  Among  the  large  flocks  of  Bonaparte's 
Gulls  that  remain  until  the  onset  of  severe  winter  weather,  one  or  more 
Little  Gulls  often  appear.  Every  few  winters,  Snowy  Owls  and  Purple  Sand¬ 
pipers  are  spotted  on  the  breakwalls,  and  in  early  1990  both  an  adult  and 
an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  were  seen  near  the  Niagara  Mohawk  plant. 

In  the  spring,  huge  rafts  of  migrating  Red-breasted  Mergansers  occur 
in  the  harbor,  along  with  Common  and  Caspian  Terns.  Late  summer  brings 
Forster’s  Terns  and  a  few  shorebirds:  Willets  and  Baird's  Sandpipers 
have  been  found  on  the  very  limited  beach  and  mudflat  areas  at  the  foot 
of  Deer  and  Main  Sts.  and  off  Wright  Park.  The  fall  migration  usually 
yields  a  few  Red-necked  Grebes,  goods  flights  of  Common  Loons,  one  or  more 
Red-throated  Loons,  and  a  brief  flight  of  Brant  in  late  October  or  early 
November . 

Part  of  the  harbor's  magnetism  is  its  year-round  promise  of  surprises. 

In  the  fall,  birders  may  be  startled  by  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  chasing  Ring¬ 
billed  Gulls,  or  delighted  by  a  flock  of  Snow  Buntings  swirling  over  the 
pier.  In  the  winter,  a  Lesser  Snow  Goose  may  turn  up  among  the  Canada 
Geese  grazing  in  Memorial  Park.  A  Laughing  Gull  may  appear  in  any  season. 

And  rarities  which,  to  date,  have  been  recorded  just  once  include  Northern 
Gannet,  American  Avocet,  and  Great  Gray  Owl.  In  short,  Dunkirk  Harbor  is 
the  most  productive  birding  spot  in  Section  Twenty,  and  one  of  the  best 
in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area. 

2.  E — 13  Point  Gratiot 


To  reach  this  spot — the  best  trap  for  spring  passerine  migrants  in  south¬ 
western  New  York— turn  off  Rt.  5  onto  Point  Drive  North  two  traffic  lights 
west  of  Central  Avenue  in  Dunkirk.  Stop  after  Point  Drive  North  turns  left 
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at  the  old  lighthouse,  parking  near  the  gate  into  the  large  open  park. 

When  spring  weather  conditions  produce  a  "fallout,"  the  brushy 
woodlot  bordering  the  park  teems  with  birds.  Rarities  seen  here  have 
included  Summer  Tanager,  Worm-eating  and  Yellow- throated  Warbler,  and 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher.  Pine  Warbler — scarce  in  the  rest  of  Section 
Twenty — is  regular  here  in  late  April  and  early  May.  At  that  time,  all 
six  swallow  species  can  sometimes  be  seen  on  the  utility  wires  along  Point 
Drive  North,  and  the  trees  in  the  park  may  harbor  a  migrating  Merlin.  An¬ 
other  spring  spectacle  at  Point  Gratiot  is  the  Blue  Jay  migration:  flocks 
of  up  to  100  often  stream  onto  the  point  as  they  move  along  the  Lake  Erie 
shore . 

In  summer,  one  or  two  pairs  of  Carolina  Wrens  usually  nest  in  the 
woodlot,  and  Winter  Wrens  are  occasional  there  in  winter.  Some  falls  pro¬ 
duce  good  concentrations  of  southbound  passerines,  especially  between  Sep¬ 
tember  15  and  25. 

3.  F — 12-13  Canadaway  Creek  Nature  Sanctuary 

Ovined  and  maintained  by  the  Nature  Conservancy,  this  small  refuge  is 
worth  checking  in  any  season.  To  reach  it,  take  Rt.  5  to  the  western  edge 
of  Dunkirk,  1.9  miles  from  Central  Avenue.  The  main  entrance  is  just  west 
of  the  bridge  over  Canadaway  Creek,  and  a  second,  smaller  section  of  the 
sanctuary  can  be  entered  south  of  Rt.  5  on  Temple  Rd.,  across  from  the 
Chautauqua  County  Home. 

In  the  spring,  warblers,  vireos,  flycatchers,  thrushes,  and  other 
northbound  passerines  sometimes  abound  in  the  willows  and  brushy  tangles 
along  the  creek.  Southern  "overshoots"  have  included  Worm-eating  Warbler 
and  Little  Blue  Heron.  Infrequently,  both  American  and  Least  Bitterns 
have  paused  here  on  their  spring  migration,  and  the  list  of  breeding  spe¬ 
cies  includes  Red-headed  Woodpecker  (regular)  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
(occasional).  At  the  creek  mouth,  a  small  mudflat  sometimes  forms,  at¬ 
tracting  shorebirds.  Red  Knot,  Whimbrel,  Willet,  and  Red  Phalarope  have 
been  the  chief  rarities  here.  Black-crowned  Night -Heron,  Ruby-crowed 
Kinglet,  and  Pine  Warbler  have  occurred  in  winter,  and  Laughing  Gulls 
have  been  recorded  in  both  spring  and  fall. 

4.  J — 9  Lake  Erie  State  Park 


To  visit  this  attractive  355-acre  park,  drive  5.5  miles  west  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  on  Rt.  5.  Park  in  one  of  the  two  lots  near  the  lake  (or,  in  months 
when  the  park  is  closed  to  cars,  park  along  Rt.  5  near  either  of  the  two 
entrances).  Brushy  woodlots  and  conifer  stands  border  both  the  east  and 
west  sides  of  the  park.  To  bird  them,  walk  the  network  of  excellent  trails 
through  the  woods. 

In  winter,  abundant  fruit  and  berry  crops  often  attract  flocks  of 
American  Robins  and  Cedar  Waxwings  to  the  park,  along  with  small  numbers 
of  Winter  Wrens  and  Hermit  Thrushes.  Bayberry  patches  usually  draw  a  few 
overwintering  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  and  both  Pine  Grosbeak  and  the  two 
crossbill  species  have  also  been  recorded  here.  During  the  spring  migra¬ 
tion,  up  to  15  species  of  warblers  have  been  found  on  a  walk  along  the 
trails.  In  the  summer  months,  breeding  species  include  Red-headed  Wood¬ 
pecker  and  Carolina  Wren.  The  park's  greatest  rarity  occurred  in  October 
of  1983,  when  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  spotted  on  the  small  breakwall 
off  the  swimming  beach. 
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5.  0 — 1  Barcelona  Harbor 


Tb  reach  this  small  but  productive  harbor,  located  on  Lake  Erie  one 
mile  northwest  of  the  village  of  Westfield,  drive  16  miles  west  of  Dunkirk 
(or  10.5  miles  west  of  Lake  Erie  State  Park)  on  Rt.  5.  View  the  harbor  from 
the  access  road  sloping  down  to  the  pier,  and  from  the  pier  itself. 

The  abundant  and  varied  fall  waterfowl  migration  past  Barcelona  usual¬ 
ly  yields  a  few  Red-throated  Loons  and  impressive  Common  Loon  flights  (in¬ 
cluding  a  New  York  State  record  717  birds  on  October  23,  1983).  Late  April 
produces  good  numbers  of  Common  and  Caspian  Terns,  and  Forster's  Tern  is 
regular  in  late  summer  and  early  fall.  Rarities  in  Barcelona  Harbor  have 
included  Northern  Gannet  (one  winter  and  one  spring  record),  White  Pelican, 
Red  Phalarope,  and  upstate  New  York's  first  American  Oystercatcher  in  May 
of  1986. 

6.  G — 14  Main  Street  and  Waldorf f  Road  Ponds 

On  the  southern  edge  of  Dunkirk  are  two  of  Section  Twenty's  most  pro¬ 
ductive  ponds.  To  reach  Main  Street  Pond,  the  larger  of  the  two,  turn  onto 
Central  Avenue  from  Rt.  5  and  drive  2  miles  south.  Turn  left  onto  Millard 
Fillmore  Drive  (just  past  the  Thruway  overpass)  and  left  again  onto  Main 
St.,  parking  near  Greco  Lane,  north  of  the  Thruway.  Cross  the  railroad 
tracks  on  your  right,  and  walk  down  the  rough  trail  to  this  large  man-made 
pond.  Thirty  species  of  waterfowl  have  been  recorded  here.  Tundra  Swans 
occur  in  March  and  November,  and  late  April  may  reward  the  birder  with  a 
fishing  Osprey,  Great  Egret,  or  Caspian  Tern.  Blue-winged  Teal  are  regular 
breeders,  Conmon  Moorhen  formerly  nested  here,  and  Cliff  Swallows  sometimes 
hawk  insects  over  the  pond  in  summer.  In  some  years,  a  pair  of  Soras  and/or 
Virginia  Rails  nests  in  the  cattails  in  the  pond's  southeast  comer.  Marsh 
Wren,  a  species  hard  to  find  in  Section  Twenty,  has  been  recorded  here  in 
both  spring  and  fall. 

Tc  reach  the  Waldorf f  Road  Pond,  return  to  Central  Avenue,  turn  left 
onto  Waldorf f  Rd.  just  north  of  the  Thruway,  and  pass  the  Dunkirk  Fairgrounds 
on  your  right.  Stop  on  the  grade  near  the  end  of  the  road,  and  look  north¬ 
east  to  the  pond.  In  late  March  and  early  April,  up  to  30  Common  Snipe  may 
feed  along  the  pond's  muddy  margins,  and  some  can  be  heard  "winnowing"  over¬ 
head.  At  dusk,  American  Woodcock  often  perform  their  spring  courtship  flights 
here.  Great  Egret  and  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  occasionally  occur  in  the 
spring,  and  there  are  single  records  of  Cattle  Egret  and  Eurasian  Wigeon. 

7 .  D-F — 17-18  Chautauqua  County  Airport  Region 

Tc  reach  and  bird  this  region  of  open  fields  and  brushy  areas,  rely  on 
these  written  directions  rather  than  the  map,  which  is  incomplete  and  con¬ 
fusing.  Roughly  5  miles  east  of  Dunkirk  on  Rt.  5,  turn  south  onto  Center 
Rd.  and  drive  2.4  miles,  turning  right  onto  West  Middle  Rd.  (From  Rt.  20 
between  Fredonia  and  Silver  Creek,  approach  West  Middle  Rd.  by  turning  north 
onto  Center  Road  and  driving  7/10  mile.)  Proceed  west  for  2.9  miles  on  West 
Middle  Road  and  turn  left  into  the  airport  entrance,  marked  by  a  prominent 
sign.  Drive  along  the  hangars  to  the  parking  lot,  and  scan  the  grassy  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  runways  from  there.  Return  to  the  entrance  and  immediately  turn 
left  onto  Schultz  Rd.  (unmarked).  Then  circle  the  airport  by  making  consecu¬ 
tive  left  turns  onto  Cook,  Airport,  and  Newell  Roads. 

In  the  breeding  season,  listen  beside  grassy  fields  for  the  eerie  whistle 
of  the  Upland  Sandpiper  and  the  insect-like  calls  of  Henslow's  and  Grasshopper 
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Sparrows.  Check  Newell  Rd.,  in  particular,  for  these  scarce  and  declining 
grassland  species.  In  winter,  scan  the  power  poles  for  Rough-legged  Hawks, 
check  the  open  fields  for  Snow  Buntings  and  Lapland  Longspurs,  and  watch 
the  tips  of  saplings  and  shrubs  for  a  Northern  Shrike.  In  some  winters, 
a  few  Short-eared  Owls  quarter  the  fields  around  Cook  and  Airport  Rds.  at 
dusk,  and  a  flock  of  Common  Redpolls  may  be  found  feeding  on  weed  seeds 
in  the  same  area.  Late  summer  and  early  fall  bring  a  few  Black -bellied 
and  Lesser  Golden-Plovers  to  the  grassy  swaths  along  the  airport  runways. 

In  any  season,  a  Northern  Harrier  may  appear. 

8.  I — 11  Berry  Road  Marsh 

To  reach  this  swampy  spot,  turn  off  Rt.  5  about  1  mile  east  of  Lake 
Erie  State  Park  and  4.5  miles  west  of  Dunkirk.  Drive  south  for  1  mile, 
parking  just  before  the  railroad  tracks.  On  the  left  is  a  marshy  area 
where  Green-winged  Teal,  Northern  Pintails,  and  sometimes  a  few  Northern 
Shovelers  can  be  found  feeding  with  other,  more  cannon  dabbling  ducks 
during  the  spring  migration.  Blue-winged  Teal,  Wood  Ducks,  and  Common 
Snipe  nest  in  this  marsh,  while  Pileated  Woodpeckers  and  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  have  bred  in  the  adjacent  woods.  In  the  cold  months,  Swamp  Sparrows 
occasionally  overwinter.  Rarities  seen  here  have  included  Little  Blue 
Heron . 

After  checking  the  marsh,  walk  about  100  yards  northeast — that  is, 
to  the  left — beside  the  railroad  tracks.  (Fast  trains  are  common  here, 
so  be  cautious.)  West  of  the  tracks,  on  the  Niagara  Mohawk  property  be¬ 
hind  the  marsh,  is  a  large  pond.  Built  in  1988  to  attract  waterfowl,  the 
pond  is  posted  but  can  be  seen  well  from  the  railroad  bed.  It  is  worth 
checking  both  in  the  spring  and  in  the  fall,  when  the  marsh  is  sometimes 
dry. 

9 .  J-K — 12-13  Sage  and  Vine  Roads 

Remarkably  productive  during  the  breeding  season,  this  is  an  area  of 
dense  roadside  brush,  shrubby  fields,  and  hayfields.  To  reach  it,  drive 
2  miles  west  on  Rt.  20  from  the  center  of  Fredonia  (Main  and  Temple  Sts.), 
and  turn  left  onto  Adams  Rd.  At  the  end  of  Adams,  jog  right  and  left  onto 
Sage  Rd.  (mislabeled  "Vine  Rd."  on  the  map). 

Henslow's  and  Grasshopper  Sparrows  breed  in  the  open  fields  along  the 
first  half  mile  of  Sage  Road,  Upland  Sandpipers  occasionally  nest  here, 
and  in  1986  birders  discovered  a  small  colony  of  breeding  Sedge  Wrens 
(a  species  nearly  extirpated  from  Chautauqua  County).  Driving  along 
the  brush  south  of  these  hayfields,  listen  for  the  repeating  phrases  of 
the  Brown  Thrasher  and  the  calls  of  both  Black-billed  and  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos,  and  investigate  every  "winged"  warbler  song.  Both  Golden-winged 
and  "Brewster's"  Warblers  have  nested  here  in  the  past,  and  Blue-wingeds 
are  abundant.  Gr.«  both  sides  of  the  90-degree  left  turn  where  Sage  Rd.  be¬ 
comes  Vine  Rd.  (unmarked),  walk  the  roadside  brush.  There,  listen  for  the 
bizarre  cackles  and  whistles  of  the  Yellow-breasted  Chat  (a  species  very 
hard  to  locate  elsewhere  in  Section  Twenty)  and  for  the  emphatic  "Chick - 
perweeo-chick! "  of  the  White-eyed  Vireo.  This  southern  species,  which  has 
almost  no  breeding  history  in  upstate  New  York,  was  first  discovered  here 
in  May  of  1984.  One  or  more  pairs  were  present  through  the  rest  of  the 
1980 's,  and  adults  were  seen  carrying  food  in  the  summers  of  1985  and  1988. 

West  of  the  corner  of  Sage  and  Vine  Rds.,  walk  down  the  short  dirt 
road  to  the  old  dump  site.  There,  the  scarce  and  declining  Vesper  Sparrow 
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sometimes  breeds,  and  Grasshopper  Sparrows  are  regular.  Ruffed  Grouse, 
Mourning  Warblers,  and  Acadian  Flycatchers  nest  in  the  woods  just  south 
of  the  dump  site,  and  a  Whip-poor-will  was  heard  calling  there  on  summer 
evenings  in  1989. 

10.  M-0 — 10-11  Chautauqua  Road 

In  the  breeding  season,  this  2. 5-mile  stretch  of  road  offers  perhaps 
the  richest  birding  in  Section  Twenty.  To  reach  it,  drive  6/10  mile  south¬ 
west  on  Rt.  20  from  the  center  of  Fredonia,  turn  left  onto  Chautauqua  Rd., 
and  drive  5.6  miles  south,  past  Kelly  Hill  Rd.,  to  the  point  where  the  road 
becomes  unpaved.  (This  is  3.2  miles  south  of  the  comer  of  Chautauqua  and 
Vine  Rds. — see  #9,  above.)  From  here  to  the  intersection  with  Rt.  380, 
Chautauqua  Rd.  is  bordered  by  maple-beech-hemlock  woods,  stands  of  mature 
spruces  and  pines,  a  shrubby  hillside  field,  and  a  small  Christmas  tree 
plantation.  (At  the  last  two  of  these  locations,  singing  male  Prairie 
Warblers  have  been  found  during  the  nesting  season.)  In  different  areas, 
the  woods  are  swampy  and  dry,  open  and  full  of  undergrowth,  with  clearings 
in  various  successional  stages.  In  all,  this  diverse  habitat  supports  about 
80  breeding  species,  including  15  species  of  warblers.  If  possible,  visit 
it  early  in  the  morning  in  late  May  or  June,  when  territorial  males  are  in 
full  song.  Walk  stretches  of  the  road,  listening,  and  hike  down  several 
of  the  logging  trails  (avoiding  the  posted  ones). 

Especially  productive  are  the  mixed  woods  and  conifer  stands  south  of 
Bear  Lake  Rd.  Hiking  these  woods,  a  birder  often  hears  the  hoarse,  two- 
syllable  cry  of  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk  circling  over  swampy  spots  where 
Wood  Ducks  and  Hooded  Mergansers  raise  their  broods.  Nearby,  Solitary 
Vireos  and  Magnolia  Warblers  sing  in  the  hemlocks,  and  from  high  in  the 
pines  come  the  nasal  calls  of  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and  the  thin, 
wiry  notes  of  the  Blackburnian  Warbler.  Surprises  abound.  Wild  Turkeys 
run  across  the  trails,  Ruffed  Grouse  explode  from  the  underbrush,  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  drum  and  call,  and  an  old  hawk's  nest  may  reveal  a  downy  young 
Great  Homed  Owl.  Along  the  small  wooded  creeks,  north  meets  south  as 
Canada  Warblers  and  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  sing  on  their  territories. 

And  once,  in  a  creek  gorge  far  down  a  logging  trail,  a  birder  stood  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  ethereal  leaps  and  trills  of  a  Winter  Wren  while  a  pair  of 
Black-throated  Blue  Warblers,  their  bills  full  of  food  for  nearby  young, 
fluttered  anxiously  around  him. 

1 1 .  0--9  Fredonia  College  Camp 

Also  known  as  the  Herbert  C.  Mackie  Memorial  Camp,  this  200-acre  woods 
offers  the  birder  a  fine  variety  of  migrating  and  nesting  birds,  along  with 
a  well -maintained  trail  system,  signs  identifying  trees  and  wildf lowers, 
and  a  lodge  with  a  small  natural  history  museum.  To  visit  the  camp,  drive 
about  \  mile  north  on  Rt.  380  from  the  comer  of  Chautauqua  Rd.  (see  #10, 
above),  or  3.0  miles  south  on  Rt.  380  from  Rt.  20  in  the  village  of  Brocton. 
Turn  in  at  the  well-marked  entrance  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  park 
beside  the  lodge  at  the  top  of  the  hill.  After  visiting  the  museum  and  ob¬ 
taining  a  trail  map,  bird  the  Darwin,  Muir,  and  Leopold  trails. 

In  both  habitat  and  birdlife,  the  camp  strongly  resembles  Chautauqua  Rd. , 
with  a  few  specialties  of  its  own.  One  or  two  pairs  of  Acadian  Flycatchers 
usually  nest  along  the  Leopold  trail,  and  the  swamp  beside  the  Darwin  trail 
is  a  good  place  to  call  in  Barred  Owls  at  dusk.  Single  male  Prothonotary 
Warblers — apparently  unmated — sang  in  this  swamp  in  June  of  1981  and  1985. 
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In  May  of  1985,  a  rare  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  posed  on  a  snag  here. 

12.  0-Q — 7-9  Amish  Farm  Country 

To  approach  this  quiet  countryside  on  the  high  ridge  south  of  Brocton, 
follow  the  directions  for  #10,  taking  Chautauqua  Rd..  south  to  the  junction 
with  Rt.  380.  Here,  cross  Rt.  380  onto  Francis  Rd.  (unmarked).  Continue 
south  for  1.6  miles,  turn  right  onto  Dean  Rd.,  and  drive  1.3  miles  to  the 
comer  of  Dean,  Burdick,  Barnes,  and  Thayer  Rds.  Slowly,  bird  all  four 
roads  for  about  a  mile  from  the  comer,  scanning  the  fields,  fencepcsts, 
and  hedgerows. 

By  April  25,  two  or  three  pairs  of  Upland  Sandpipers  are  usually  back 
on  territory  here.  Check  the  fenceposts  along  Dean  Rd.  for  this  long-legged 
grassland  breeder.  In  early  May,  the  fields  become  Bobolink  Heaven:  singing 
their  syncopated,  banjo-like  songs,  territorial  males  chase  each  other  over 
the  grasstops  in  a  swirl  of  black,  buff,  and  white.  Soon  afterward,  the 
hiccupping  "tsi-lick"  of  the  Henslow's  Sparrow  is  heard  from  a  few  scattered 
fields,  Cliff  Swallows  begin  nesting  under  the  eaves  of  Amish  bams,  and 
a  pair  of  Horned  Larks  can  sometimes  be  spotted  with  fledged  young.  To 
open-field  nesters,  Amish  farming  methods  are  kinder  than  more  mechanized 
ones. 

In  winter,  freshly  manured  fields  draw  occasional  flocks  of  Snow  Bun¬ 
tings,  Horned  Larks,  and  Lapland  Longspurs.  In  seme  years,  Rough-legged 
Hawks  and  Northern  Harriers  are  present.  Early  April  brings  flocks  of 
Water  Pipits  to  the  newly  plowed  fields,  and  fortunate  birders  have  seen 
breed ing-plumaged  Lapland  Longspurs  then.  At  any  time  of  year,  along  the 
hedgerows  which  are  fairly  common  here,  a  very  few  feral  Ring-necked  Pheas¬ 
ants  may  appear.  They,  too,  benefit  from  Amish  agriculture. 

13.  K — 14-15  Wheeler's  Gulf 


To  reach  this  productive  wooded  creek,  turn  south  onto  Water  St.  in  the 
center  of  Fredonia,  continuing  straight  where  Liberty  St.  angles  to  the  left. 
At  the  edge  of  town,  cross  Webster  Rd.  and  drive  1.5  miles  south.  Park  on 
the  right  shoulder,  well  off  the  road,  across  from  a  gate  marked  "Danger" 
and  immediately  after  two  signs  indicating  a  right  curve  and  a  driveway. 

Enter  the  gulf  on  the  path  to  your  right,  and  walk  the  abandoned  railroad 
right-of-way  for  at  least  a  mile. 

Along  the  path  and  the  sluggish  creek  below  it,  several  pairs  of  Acadian 
Flycatchers  nest,  snapping  out  their  "pit-seet"  songs.  Two  other  southern 
species — Yellow- throated  Vireo  and  Cerulean  Warbler — sometimes  breed  in 
hardwoods  on  the  warm,  south-facing  slope  of  the  gorge.  In  conifers  on  the 
cooler,  north-facing  slope,  Black- throated  Green  and  Blackburnian  Warblers 
nest,  while  Dark-eyed  Juncos  forage  on  the  forest  floor  beneath  them.  Hooded 
Warblers  whistle  from  the  undergrowth,  and  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  teeter 
on  downed  logs  along  the  creek.  About  a  mile  into  the  gorge,  a  pair  of 
Black-and-white  Warblers  (rare  breeders  in  Section  Twenty)  sometimes  nests. 
Twice,  Kentucky  Warblers  of  undetermined  status  have  occurred  here  during 
the  summer . 

14.  0 — 11-12  Bear  Lake 


Usually  quiet  and  peaceful,  this  small  lake  is  a  good  place  to  watch 
migrating  waterfowl  in  the  spring  and  fall.  To  reach  it,  follow  the  direc¬ 
tions  for  #10,  but  turn  left  onto  Bear  Lake  Rd.  (south  of  Kelly  Hill  Rd.), 
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ard  drive  1.1  miles  to  the  lake.  Stop  along  the  shore  to  scan  for  water- 
fowl. 

Several  Common  Loons  can  often  be  seen  here  in  April  and  November, 
along  with  good  numbers  of  Pied-billed  Grebes.  On  an  April  afternoon 
in  1988,  a  remarkable  190  Horned  Grebes  rafted  on  the  lake,  their  golden 
ear  tufts  glistening  in  the  sunshine.  A  few  Oldsquaws  and  White-winged 
Scoters  occasionally  join  the  more  common  diving  ducks  here,  Black  Scoter 
has  occurred,  and  all  three  mergansers  are  regular.  Ospreys  sometimes 
fish  here  in  the  spring,  especially  on  the  southeast  end  of  the  lake 
toward  the  outlet.  And  the  unexpected  occasionally  happens.  On  a  late 
afternoon  in  November  of  1987,  while  watching  Common  Loons  dive  and  lis¬ 
tening  to  a  Great  Homed  Owl  tune  up  in  the  woods  across  the  lake,  some 
birders  looked  up  to  see  36  Brant  circling  overhead. 

15.  N-0 — 14-15  Cassadaga  Lake 

Cassadaga  Lake,  which  is  about  twice  the  size  of  Bear  Lake,  attracts 
larger  numbers  of  migrating  waterfowl,  but  much  the  same  diversity.  To 
reach  it  from  the  comer  of  Rts.  20  and  60,  just  east  of  Fredonia,  drive 
7.8  miles  south  on  Rt.  60  to  the  traffic  light  in  the  center  of  Cassadaga. 
Turn  right  onto  Maple  Avenue,  then  left  onto  Mill  St.  to  check  the  creek 
and  swamp  across  from  the  fire  hall.  In  winter,  this  spot  remains  partly 
open,  attracting  Mallards,  American  Black  Ducks,  and  an  occasional  Wood 
Duck  or  Northern  Pintail.  Returning  to  Maple  Ave.,  turn  left,  drive  3/10 
mile,  and  turn  right  onto  Lakeview  Ave.,  which  offers  good  views  of  the 
south  end  of  the  lake.  A  few  Ruddy  Ducks  sometimes  join  the  more  common 
migrants  seen  here. 

To  view  the  large  north  end  of  the  lake,  return  to  Maple  Ave.  on 
Pettit  Place  (continuous  with  Lakeview  Ave.),  turn  right,  and  drive  4/10 
mile  to  Frisbee  Rd.  Turning  right,  proceed  1.2  miles  north  to  a  Stop  sign, 
and  continue  straight.  For  roughly  the  next  3/4  mile,  stop  at  good  loca¬ 
tions  to  overlook  the  lake  on  your  right.  This  is  the  best  area  for  scat¬ 
tered  Common  Loons  and  large  rafts  of  diving  ducks.  Because  the  lake  is 
seme  distance  away,  a  telescope  is  helpful. 

When  passing  through  Cassadaga  in  the  summer,  check  the  Agway  build¬ 
ing  on  Commercial  St.,  just  east  of  the  comer  of  Maple  Ave.  and  Frisbee 
Rd.,  for  nesting  Cliff  Swallows.  In  a  swampy  area  visible  from  the  aban¬ 
doned  railroad  bed  behind  this  building,  American  Bittern  has  occurred 
during  the  breeding  season. 

16 .  L-N — 18-21  State  Canadaway  Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area 

A  220-acre  preserve  surrounding  the  remote  headwaters  of  the  Canada¬ 
way  Creek,  this  lovely  spot  consists  of  old  second-growth  hardwood  forest 
and  stands  of  mature  conifers  (chiefly  red  pine).  In  the  breeding  season, 
it  supports  at  least  ten  species  of  raptors *  and  a  good  variety  of  passer¬ 
ines.  Approach  it  from  the  junction  of  Rts.  20  and  60,  east  of  Fredonia. 
From  there,  drive  2.7  miles  south  on  Rt.  60,  turning  left  onto  Rt.  83. 

Take  Rt.  83  east  for  3.8  miles,  turn  right  onto  South  Center  Rd.,  and 
drive  2.1  miles  south  to  the  parking  lot  for  the  Wildlife  Management  Area 
on  your  right.  In  the  evergreens  across  the  road,  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
sometimes  breed.  Listen  for  their  high-pitched,  ascending  songs  and  rapid 


*For  more  information,  see  Parker  and  Crocoll,  "Canadaway  Raptors," 
The  Conservationist,  Sept. /Oct.  1986,  pp.  36-41 
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"see-see-see"  call  notes,  and  for  the  contrasting  voices  of  Black -throated 
Green  and  Blackburnian  Warblers.  Continue  south  for  8/10  mile,  turning 
right  at  the  junction  of  South  Center  Rd.  and  County  Highway  312  (unmarked). 
Take  Highway  312  6/10  mile  to  another  Management  Area  parking  lot  on  the 
right. 

From  the  parking  lot,  walk  the  trail  (formerly  an  unsurfaced  township 
road)  through  the  mixed  woods.  In  mid-May,  these  woods  are  full  of  wild- 
flowers  and  birdsong.  A  pair  of  Winter  Wrens  often  nests  at  the  beginning 
of  the  trail,  near  the  bridge  over  Canadaway  Creek,  and  not  far  dcwn  the 
trail  a  pair  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  regularly  breeds — a  rare  treat  in 
Section  Twenty.  Hooded,  Canada,  and  Mourning  Warblers  are  always  seen  or 
heard,  and  from  the  slope  above  the  trail  cane  the  trill  of  the  Dark-eyed 
Junco  and  the  slow,  sweet  triplets  of  the  Solitary  Vireo.  In  spots,  the 
woods  open  into  the  overgrown  fields  of  abandoned  farms.  Here,  Blue-winged 
Warblers,  Indigo  Buntings,  and  other  edge-loving  species  add  to  the  rich 
diversity  of  birdlife. 
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The  chart  below  shows  July  for  what  it  was:  a  pleasant  month  with  most  tem¬ 
perature  ranges  between  58°  and  85°F.  The  temperature  mean  for  the  month  was 
71.4°,  about  three-fourths  degree  above  average.  Only  the  50°  temperature  on 
the  7th  was  unusual,  tying  a  record  low  for  that  date  set  in  1972.  Precipi¬ 
tation  for  the  month,  3.1  inches,  was  also  less  than  a  fifth  of  an  inch  above 
average.  Over  a  quarter  inch  of  rain  fell  on  only  six  days:  the  8th 
(.5  inches),  9th  (.3),  15th  (.3),  20th  (.5),  22nd  (.3),  and  30th  (.7).  Sig¬ 
nificant  thunderstorms  passed  through  the  area  on  the  4th,  9th,  and  29th,  with 
damage  in  Kenmore  on  the  9th  and  Lockport  on  the  29th.  Winds  were  moderate  to 
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light  with  the  exception  of  the  gusts  on  the  4th  of  up  to  59  miles  per  hour; 
these  led  to  cancellation  of  some  fireworks  displays.  Clearly,  this  month 
extended  the  excellent  nesting  conditions  for  birds  of  the  region. 

The  major  excitement  of  an  otherwise  quiet  birding  month  was  the  Curlew 
Sandpiper  found  at  Iroquois  on  the  30th  by  Willy  D'Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  and 
seen  there  by  many  observers  on  that  and  the  following  day.  Terry  Moser 
remarks  in  a  note  that  this  individual  "must  be  the  bird  of  the  year  for  the 
Study  Area,  so  far  at  least."  It  is  easy  to  see  why:  the  range  map  in 
Shorebirds  shows  this  species  nesting  in  the  northernmost  reaches  of  central 
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Asia,  hundreds  of  miles  east  of  Finland  and  just  as  far  west  of  Alaska.  It 
migrates  south  along  routes  through  western  and  eastern  Europe  to  central  and 
south  Africa,  Arabia,  India,  Indonesia,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  *  The 
western  hemisphere  doesn't  even  appear  on  its  range  map. 

But  increasingly  this  species,  like  the  Little  Gull  and  Ruff,  has  found  its 
way  to  North  America.  Bull  reports  Curlew  Sandpiper  as  a  "rare  but  regular 
coastal  visitant,  occasionally  more  numerous"  and  notes  the  south-shore  mud 
flats  of  Long  island  and  especially  Jamaica  Bay  as  "the  only  reasonably  cer¬ 
tain  area  where  it  may  be  seen."  He  also  points  out  that  at  the  time  of  his 
writing  (in  1972)  none  had  been  recorded  from  upstate  New  York;  moreover,  he 
includes  no  additional  reports  in  the  Supplement  that  carries  records  through 
mid-1975.  On  the  other  hand  two  have  been  previously  found  in  the  Canadian 
sector  of  the  BOS  region.  The  first  was  located  on  August  21, ’1965  by  Robert 
Curry  at  Morgan's  Point.  This  bird  (or  another  of  this  species)  was 
(re) discovered  on  September  11,  1965  at  Grant  Point,  west  of  Point  Maitland. 

It  was  collected  and  is  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  specimen:  BSNS  5072.  It  is, 
of  course,  in  fall  plumage.  (Mitchell  and  Andrle,  1970)  The  second  was  found 
at  Waverly  Beach  on  July  18,  1971  and  was  seen  there  the  next  day  as  well. 

This  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  in  full  spring  plumage  and  Bob  Andrle  has  photo¬ 
graphic  documentation.  (The  current  bird  was  also  still  in  breeding  plumage 
with  only  a  few  indications  of  feather  change.)  Ontario  records  go  back  as 
far  as  an  1886  collected  specimen.  (Andrle  and  Axtell,  1966)  In  fact  this 
Curlew  Sandpiper  was  not  the  first  upstate  New  York  record;  one  was  previously 
reported  by  independent  observers  on  May  15  (D.  Gray)  and  May  18,  1982  (W. 
Benning)  from  just  south  of  Seneca  Falls.  These  records  were  accepted  by  the 
New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee  (of  which  Bob  Andrle  is  now  chairman) . 

Bull  suggests  that  the  prevalence  of  May  Long  Island  records  may  -be  due  to 
the  fact  that  birders  don't  differentiate  the  dull  fall  plumage  from  that  of 
the  Dunlin.  There  is  another  long  passage  in  his  Birds  of  New  York  State  that 
I  find  most  interesting.  It  lists  three  theories  that  attempt  to  explain  the 
appearance  of  this  bird  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  I  share  it  with  you: 

(1)  Nisbet  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  species  makes  a  direct  east- 
west  crossing  from  Europe  to  North  America  during  migration. 

(2)  Eisenmann  suggests  that  this  species  (as  well  as  the  Ruff)  may 
be  carried  across  the  tropical  Atlantic  by  cyclonic  storms  while  en 
route  to  Africa  during  the  fall  migration.  He  further  suggests  that 
their  greater  frequency  in  spring  along  our  coast  (not  proved)  is  the 
result  of  birds  being  carried  by  hurricanes  to  tropical  America  in  pre¬ 
ceding  years,  and  then  accompanying  other  shorebirds  on  the  northward 
flight . 

(3)  Bull  believes  that  a  few  individuals  may  migrate  in  fall  from 
their  Siberian  nesting  grounds,  then  east  by  way  of  Alaska  and  Canada 
to  the  Atlantic  seaboard  —  a  route  used  by  certain  shorebirds  breeding 
in  tundra  country  of  northern  Alaska,  Yukon,  and  Mackenzie  —  i.e. 

Eskimo  Curlew  (formerly) ,  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  Western  Sandpiper, 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  The  Long-billed  Dowitcher  and  other  primarily 
American  shorebirds  also  breed  in  northeastern  Siberia.  [256;  with  ref¬ 
erences  supplied  for  each] 

Bull  then  goes  on  to  support  his  own  theory  by  pointing  to  Toronto  and 
Hamilton  records.  Terres  reports  a  small  nesting  colony  (15  adults,  2  nests 
found  with  eggs,  but  both  destroyed  probably  by  jaegers)  near  Barrow,  Alaska 
in  1962,  which  also  supports  Bull's  theory.  But  then  there  is  a  remarkable 
record  of  a  bird  of  this  species  banded  in  Belgium  on  the  night  of  September 
1-2  and  shot  in  the  Barbados  on  the  morning  of  September  16,  both  in  1969.  It 
had  traveled  at  least  4350  miles  in  a  maximum  of  340  hours.  This  record  bet¬ 
ter  supports  theory  (1) . 

Other  reports  of  interest:  Common  Loons  for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  ab¬ 
sent  the  previous  three.  Several  diving  ducks  were  at  Niagara  Falls:  the 
Canvasback  verified  on  the  fifth  (with  two  as  yet  unverified  reports  later  in 
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the  month)  is  the  first  July  record  in  at  least  five  years;  similarly  a 

Greater  Scaup  in  the  same  area  is  a  first  for  the  same  time  period,  although  a 

scaup  unidentified  as  to  species  was  reported  last  year.  Among  shorebirds: 
Black-bellied  Plovers  were  reported  this  year  and  last  year  in  July,,  but  not 
in  the  previous  three  years;  Semi-palmated  Plover  on  the  14th  predates  the 
Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (B&M)  arrival  date  of  the  19th,  but  was  itself  beaten 
in  1988  (11th)  and  1986  (6th) ;  Greater  Yellowlegs  (10th  and  13th)  early,  as  it 

was  in  1989,  predating  the  B&M  expected  arrival  date  of  the  18th;  Lesser 

Yellowlegs  (2nd  and  7th)  both  earlier  than  the  B&M  9th;  Solitary  Sandpiper 
(7th  and  15th)  predating  B&M  17th;  Whimbrel,  second  time  in  July  in  five 
years;  Sanderling  (14th)  against  B&M  19th,  also  earliest  in  five  years;  Least 
Sandpiper  (2nd)  earliest  in  five  years  and  predating  B&M  5th;  Stilt  Sandpiper 
(15th  on)  predating  B&M  26th  but  similar  to  recent  years;  and  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  (7th)  against  B&M  19th,  but  also  similar  to  recent  years. 

Little  Gulls  continue  to  extend  their  time  in  the  region:  the  record  on  the 
14th  predates  last  year's  16th,  and  the  species  was  unreported  in  July  during 
the  three  previous  years.  The  Iceland  Gull  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  is  first  in  at 
least  five  Julys .  The  200  Black  Terns  on  the  19th  is  a  welcome  July  high:  the 
maximum  last  year  was  25  and  before  that  only  single  July  birds  were  reported 
and  those  in  only  two  of  the  three  preceding  years.  Happily  Acadian 
Flycatcher  reports  are  also  higher  than  recent  years.  Loggerhead  Shrike  was 
recorded  in  July  for  the  first  time  in  five  years  and  White-eyed  Vireo  for  the 
third  time,  both,  it  is  to  be  noted,  in  Canada.  And  as  the  rear  guard  of  that 
phalanx  of  Pine  Siskins  this  spring,  two  remained  through  the  month  in  Eden 
Township . 

On  the  debit  side:  the  lack  of  American  Bittern  reports  may  be  a  result  of 
the  noteworthy  record  syndrome  (NRS)  that  I  comment  upon  in  an  accompanying 
article,  but  I  am  concerned  when  I  see  more  Least  Bitterns  than  Americans. 

The  maximum  count  of  Upland  Sandpipers  (6)  is  down  from  16  last  year  and  11  in 
1986.  Several  of  the  tits:  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  and  Blue- 
Gray  Gnatcatcher  were  unreported,  hopefully  another  NRS  result,  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  gnatcatchers  at  least  parallel  Rochester  lows.  —  G.  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Qntar ioCB.Q.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

<f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

My. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

5 

4 

Niagara  Fal  Is 

D'Anna 

H 

22 

r \ 

z 

Rock  Pt.  PP 

D'Anna,  Byron  (BOS) 

D. crest.  Cormorant 

2,29 

24,18 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

14 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

13  y. 

Motor  Is.  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

10-29 

2-11 

Iroquois  NWR 

many  observers 

Bl.cr.  Night-Heron 

24 

6 

Tiff t  NP 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

17 

1 

LaSalle  Pk,  Bflo 

Watson 

Green-wing  Teal 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Northern  Pintai 1 

10 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Gadwal 1 

10,29 

5,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

10 

20 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

28 

lad+6y 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Watson 

Canvasback 

5 

1 

Niagara  Fal Is 

D'Anna 

Greater  Scaup 

.5,1$ 

1,2 

Niagara  Fal Is 

D'Anna 

Common  Goldeneye 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

10 

11 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

n 

1 

** 

o 

A1 legany  Twp 

Watson 

M 

12,29 

4,2 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Watson 

ii 

22 

1 

Windmill  Pt,  Ont 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

13 

1 

Morgan  s  Pt ,  Ont 

Roberson  et  al 

ll 

22 

r* 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

it 

28 

1 

Bird  Is  Pier 

Watson 

Osprey 

2,8 

lad+2y 

A1 legany  Res. 

Watson 

il 

8 

1 

Pt  Abino,  Ont 

Human n 

II 

29 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Bald  Eagle 

10 

lad+2y(nest) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

II 

10 

1  imm. 

Pt  Colborne,  Ont 

W&M  Barber 

H 

21,31 

1 ,2imm. 

Iroquois  NWR&vic, 

Watson 

ll 

/■>  /> 

LL 

** 

0 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chi  1  ton 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

10 

1 

Frank  1 invi 1 le 

Holmes 

II 

15 

1 

Depew 

W&M  Barber 

ll 

31 

1 

Hamburg  Twp 

Andrle 

Cooper  s  Hawk 

6,26 

2 

Erie  Bch.  Ont 

Andrle,  Chilton  et  al 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

14 

1 

Bertie  Twp,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Black-bel 1 ied  Plover 

31F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

ll 

31F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna  et  al 

Semipalmated  Plover 

14F 

3 

Bertie  Twp,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

M 

19 

1 

St.  David's,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

II 

30 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

II 

31 

18 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

Greater  Yel lowlegs 

10F 

0 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

il 

13 

1 

Smi thvi lie,  Ont 

Roberson  et  al 

Lesser  Yel lowlegs 

2F 

1 

Erie  Bch.  Ont 

Andrle,  Thill 

ll 

1 

L  1 

Bertie  Twp,  Ont 

D  Anna  et  al 

ii 

10 

82 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sol i tary  Sandpiper 

IF 

3 

Smi thvi lie,  Ont 

D'Anna  et  al 

ii 

15 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

il 

26 

1 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

Upland  Sandpiper 

10-21 

3-6 

Clarence  Twp 

Watson,  Galas 

Whimbrel 

23F 

O 

L 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chi  1  ton 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

31F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

ll 

31F 

5 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 
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Namfc.Qi-B.ird 

Ml 

Number 

Sander  1 ing 

14F 

n 

n 

31 

18 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

13F 

i 

Least  Sandpiper 

2F 

l 

n 

7 

8,17 

ii 

14 

l 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

19F,20 

3,10 

n 

30 

3 

*Curlew  SanctoiDer 

30,31 

1 

II 

31 

1 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

15F,20 

7,12 

M 

22 

1 

II 

30 

26 

Short -b.  Dowitcher 

7F,8 

3,3 

ll 

13 

7 

H 

15,19 

52,40 

H 

19 

1 

II 

23 

10 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

8E 

1 

It 

14 

1 

Little  Gull 

14£,22 

1 

H 

12 

1 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

7 

( 

1200 

II 

12,15 

5,9 

Iceland  Gul 1 

23 

1 

Caspian  Tern 

14 

4 

ll 

19 

1 

ll 

22 

1 

ll 

27 

1 

Common  Tern 

15 

1 

Black  Tern 

i 

15 

ll 

10-29 

1-2 

H 

19 

200 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

3-17 

1 

ll 

19 

1 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

2 

ll 

4 

3  PDBA 

u 

10,14 

2,1 

Cliff  Swallow 

“7 

i 

45 

ll 

n 

2 

Common  Raven 

2  PDBA 

ll 

n 

1  PDBA 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8 

1 

ll 

21 

O 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

1 

ll 

4,12 

2 

n 

6 

1 

ii 

7,14 

1 

n 

10 

r> 

ii 

14 

1 

n 

17 

1 

ii 

22 

1 

ii 

24 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Bertie  Twp,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Watson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Andrle,  Thill 

Bertie  Smithvi 1 le 

D'Anna  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Galas 

St.  David's,  Ont 

Chilton,  D  Anna  et 

al 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Iroquois  NWR 

DAnna,  Potter 

Iroquois  NWR 

Chilton,  Watson  et 

al 

St.  David's,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Rock  Pt  PP 

Watson, Byron(BOS) 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Erie  shore,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Andrle  et  , 

al 

Times  Bch,  Bflo 

Watson 

St  David's,  Ont 

D  Anna,  Chi  1  ton  et 

al 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chi  1  ton 

Smithville,  Ont 

Andrle,  Byrons 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 

D'Anna  et  al 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Bertie  Twp,  Ont 

D'Anna  et  al 

El lery  Twp 

Sundel 1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

L.  Erie  shore  Ont 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Crescent  Bch,  Ont 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna,  Potter 

El lery  Twp 

Sundel 1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 

D'Anna  et  al 

Tona.  WMA  &  vie. 

Watson,  Hess  et  al 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Hess 

Iroquois  NWR 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher,  Chilton 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Galas 

A1 legany  Res. 

Watson 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Tona.  Ind.  Res. 

Watson 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

Andrle,  Thill 

Bourne's  Bch 

Sundel 1 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Windmill  Pt,  Ont 

D'Anna,  et  al 

Frewsburg 

R  A  &  R  H  Sundel 1 

Eden  Twp 

Andrle 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Rock  Pt  PP 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Queenston,  Ont 

D'Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jyly 

Carol ina  Wren 

31 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

29 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

z 

White-eyed  Vireo 

z 

Sol i tary  Vireo 

1 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

7 

Prairie  Warbler 

II 

Zz2A 

•7 

n 

2.15 

H 

14 

B1 .-and  w, -Warbler 

1-31 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

21 

Northern  Waterthrush 

29 

La.  Waterthrush 

4F 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

12 

Vesper  Sparrow 

6 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

20 

Hens  low's  Sparrow 

2 

II 

14-31 

II 

30 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

Number 

Location 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

7  PDBA 

Iroquois  NWR 

25a  &  25y 

Amity  Twp 

1 

Pt  Abino,  Ont 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

1-3  PDBA 

Amity  Twp 

1 

Carroll  Twp 

1,1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp 

4  PDBA 

Carroll  Twp 

1-2 

Amity  Lake 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

1 

Bourne's  Bch 

1 

Westfield  Twp 

1 

Port  Col  borne 

1 

Ward  Twp 

1 

Ward  Twp 

1  a/2y 

Clarence  Twp 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

2 

Eden  Twp 

Observer 
Roberson  et  al 
Watson 
Pitzrick 
Human n 

Andr 1  e ,  Thill 
Potter 
Brooks 
Pitzrick 
Watson 
Brooks 

R  A  &  R  H  Sundell 

Pitzrick 

Hess 

Watson 

Sundel 1 

R  A  &  R  H  Sundell 
Ont  Andrle,  Brook 

Pitzrick 
Pitzrick 
Watson,  Galas 
Brooks 
Andr 1 e 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  .  257 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  2 

Total  for  year . 259 


******** 

Pine  Siskin  Nest  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 

On  April  28,  i990,  Mark  Gretch  found  a  nest  of  the  Pine  Siskin  (Carduelis  pinus) 
at  Camp  Longacres  on  Grover  Road  in  the  Town  of  Aurora,  Erie  County,  about  three 
miles  southeast  of  the  village  East  Aurora.  The  nest  was  29  feet  8  inches  above  the 
ground  in  a  large  hemlock,  and  placed  between  lead  branches  of  a  main  branch  about 
15  feet  from  the  trunk. 

The  young  fledged  from  this  nest  on  May  1,  and  the  following  day  Gretch  observed 
three  young  being  fed  by  an  adult  nearby.  This  is  the  third  nest  discovered  in  the 
region  since  one  was  reported  in  1899  by  E.  H.  Short,  and  a  second,  an  abortive 
nesting  attempt,  in  1961  in  Jamestown  by  L.  F.  Kibler.  The  town  of  Aurora  nest  was 
secured  and  donated  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  collection. 

******** 

Statistician's  Note 

In  1988  two  adult  birds,  each  identified  as  Ross''  Goose  Chen  rossi  i .  were  sighted 
in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Study  Area  (one  27-31  January,  St.  Catharines, 
Ontario,  Canada;  one  27  March,  Macomber  Road,  Town  of  Oakfield,  Genesee  County). 
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Five  verification  reports,  including  a  photograph  of  the  Ontario  bird,  were  received 
on  these  sightings. 

In  Ontario  from  30  August  to  17  October  1987  a  Ross''  Goose  was  sighted  near 
Orillia,  and  later  possibly  the  same  one  near  Whitby.  This  may  also  have  been  the 
same  bird  seen  later  near  St.  Catharines  in  January  and  February  1988.  The  Ontario 
Bird  Records  Committee  (R.  Curry  la  1 i tt . )  decided  that  these  sightings  should  not 
be  accepted,  weather  or  not  it  was  the  same  bird,  because  status  as  a  wild  bird  was 
questionable.  We  concur  with  that  decision  in  regard  to  the  St.  Catharines 
individual  also  reported  to  us  in  January. 

The  Town  of  Oakfield  individual  was  feeding  during  the  migration  season  with  wild 
migrant  Canada  Geese  in  a  field,  and  later  flew  off  with  some  of  them.  We  conclude 
that  this  report  is  valid  and  it  constitutes  the  first  record  of  Ross'  Goose  for  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Study  Area. 

Two  Ross/  Geese  reported  in  1983  and  1984  were  considered  by  the  New  York  State 
Avian  Records  Committee  as  valid  records  for  the  state  (The  Kingbird  34:218,  1984; 
35:  225-226,  1985).  They  were  first  described  by  Treacy  (The  Kingbird  33:  152-154, 
1983),  who  mentioned  several  sightings  of  the  species  in  Quebec,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  in  1981  and  1982. 

This  species  and  other  kinds  of  waterfowl  (e.g.,  Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucoosis) 
are  commonly  kept  in  captivity.  Escapes  occur  and  it  is  usually  very  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  make  a  determination  on  the  status  of  some  individuals  seen  in  the 
field.  Considering  the  easternmost  breeding  range  of  Ross'  Goose  on  Hudson  Bay,  its 
wintering  in  small  numbers  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  these  recent  occurrences  in 
eastern  United  States  and  Canada,  it  is  possible  that  some  are  feral  individuals. 

In  regard  to  the  species,  the  following  is  of  interest.  Ross'  Goose  is  known  to 
hybridize  in  captivity  with  the  Snow  Goose  Chen  caerulescens  and  several  other 
species  of  geese  (Trauger,  Dzubin,  and  Ryder,  Auk  88:  856-875,  1971).  They  report 
on  24  white  geese  intermediate  between  Ross'  Goose  and  Snow  Goose  examined  between 
1962  and  1968.  Although  the  parentage  of  these  intermediate  white  geese  is  unknown, 
Trauger  et.  a_L  believe  that  they  apparently  represent  the  hybridization  of  Ross' 
Geese  and  Snow  Geese  in  the  wild.  They  cite  two  observations  of  interbreeding 
involving  Ross'  Geese  and  Snow  Geese  in  the  Northwest  Territories  that  produced  eggs 
and  goslings  and  state  that  this  supports  the  hypothesis  that  the  intermediate  geese 
are  hybrids.  As  a  matter  of  interest,  it  is  worth  reading  their  paper  on  the 
situation,  especially  their  discussion  of  the  identification  of  these  intermediate 
geese,  the  variability  of  such  geese  due  to  the  presence  of  F2  and  Fa  generation 
hybrids  and  backcrosses  in  flocks  of  Snow  and  Ross'  Geese,  the  fairly  high  rate  of 
hybridization  suggested,  the  occurrence  on  a  broad  scale  in  the  Canadian  Arctic  of 
hybridization  and  i ntrogression ,  and  the  potential  threat  to  Ross'  Goose  as  a 
species  because  of  genetic  swamping  by  the  Snow  Goose. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

Frances  M.  Rew 
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Writing  the  Month:  a  Stewardship  Report 

At  the  very  beginning  of  this  stewardship  report  I  thank  those  many 
birding  associates  who  have  provided  the  data  from  which  I  have  been  able  to 
derive  the  summaries  I  have  been  writing.  Having  completed  exactly  a  dozen  of 
these  reports,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  raise  a  few  points  related  to  the 
"Months" . 

It  has  been  an  interesting  experience  writing  summaries  of  birding  activ¬ 
ity  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  region.  I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
about  birds,  birding,  and  birders  in  western  New  York  and  southern  Ontario. 
Since  in  my  case  learning  fights  at  best  an  even  battle  with  forgetting,  this 
has  been  an  especially  beneficial  year.  These  months  have  also'  represented  a 
personal  challenge:  it  has  been  important  to  me  to  try  to  live  up  to  the  high 
standards  set  by  my  immediate  predecessors,  Ken  Cohen  and  Joe  Thill.  (My 
writing  is  completely  outclassed  by  the  quality  of  those  superb  earlier 
recorders  and  friends,  Harold  Axtell  and  Clark  Beardslee,  so  I  just  cannot 
worry  about  them. ) 

For  those  of  you  who  were  not  honored  as  I  was  by  knowing  Clark  Beardslee, 

I  offer  a  brief  aside.  Clark  wrote  the  Region  1  reports  for  The  Kingbird  when 
I  was  editor  of  that  journal  in  the  mid-1950s.  His  vocabulary  was  not  only 
extensive  but  also  perfectly  attuned  to  his  subject.  In  particular  I  will  al¬ 
ways  associate  with  him  the  word  "peregrinations"  which,  like  many  of  his 
other  words,  I  had  to  look  up  in  the  dictionary.  There  I  found  it  defined  as 
journeys  or  travels  or  wanderings,  and  it  is  with  this  last  that  I  will  always 
associate,  as  did  Clark,  that  lone,  independent,  aloof  transient,  the 
Peregrine  Falcon. 

Another  regional  writer  at  that  time  was  Fritz  Scheider,  the  outstanding 
Syracuse  birder  who  died  just  last  year.  And  it  is  Fritz  who  leads  me  back  to 
the  focus  of  this  article.  I  seek  to  communicate  some  points  about  records 
and  record  keeping  to  my  BOS  colleagues  in  hope  that  they  will  make  even  bet¬ 
ter  our  history  of  the  birds  of  this  area. 

What  was  so  different  about  Fritz's  quarterly  Kingbird  reports  was  his  em¬ 
phasis  on  his  own  counts  of  common  species.  Fritz  was  a  great  lister:  I 
notice  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  his  ABA  list  was  739  with  four  new 
species  added  in  his  last  year  of  life.  But  at  the  same  time  he  was  deeply 
concerned  about  fluctuations  in  the  populations  of  those  more  mundane  species 
over  the  years.  For  that  reason  his  columns  were  almost  different  in  kind 
from  those  of  his  co-workers.  He  was  always  reporting  average  and  maximum 
daily  tabulations  of  birds  like  chickadees  and  jays  during  spring  and  fall 
migrations,  of  birds  like  Yellow  Warbler  and  Marsh  Wren  singing  on  territory 
during  nesting  season,  and  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  Harriers  through  the  win¬ 
ter  months.  These  reports  gave  a  better  "feel"  for  the  season,  especially 
when  after  several  years  he  could  draw  comparisons  with  the  past.  He  also 
constantly  complained  to  me  that  he  didn't  find  enough  of  this  kind  of  report¬ 
ing  from  others.  And  now  I  find  myself  communicating  to  you  the  same  com¬ 
plaint  . 

There  is  a  particular  aspect  of  this  reporting  that  not  only  affects  my 
"Months",  but  also  influences  our  view  of  the  avifauna  of  this  region. 

Several  of  you  have  commented  on  inaccuracies  in  my  remarks  that  are  due  to  my 
reference  to  the  records  I  receive  as  if  they  represented  all  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  species  commented  upon.  Two  examples  come  to  mind:  in  one 
report  I  noted  that  the  ratio  of  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  reports  to  Swainson's 
Thrush  reports  was  unusually  high;  in  another  I  recorded  gaps  in  shorebird 
records  during  this  past  spring.  The  problem  for  me  is  the  fact  that  no  one 
turns  in  records  of  anything  but  candidates  for  "noteworthy"  records:  that  is, 
the  rare  species  and  the  early  or  late  date.  I  discussed  this  problem  with 
Bob  Spahn  of  Rochester  at  some  length.  He  reminded  me  that  the  Genesee 
Ornithological  Society  asks  for  field  check  lists  for  all  birding  —  from 
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which  he  derives  the  noteworthy  records.  He  also  pointed  out  that  The 
Kingbird,  the  New  York  State  journal,  suffers  seriously  from  the  problem  of 
its  focus  on  what  I  will  call  "the  noteworthy  record  syndrome"  over  a  period 
of  several  recent  years.  One  specific  outcome  of  this  is  that  Kingbird 
arrival  and  departure  dates  are  seriously  skewed.  What  happens  is  that  the 
only  arrival  and  departure  dates  that  get  reported  are  the  aberrant  (unusually 
early  and  late)  ones,  so  the  average  of  them  in  no  way  represents  the  true 
average.  Such  dates  can  turn  out  to  be  a  week  or  more  off.  I  suggest  that 
any  compilation  of  BOS  records  would  equally  skew  these  date  spans. 

Based  on  my  analysis  of  this  problem  as  it  faces  this  society,  I  believe 
that  we  should  find  a  middle  road,  and  I  submit  this  suggestion  directly  to 
the  council  for  discussion:  I  urge  that  we  ask  society  members  to  provide 
monthly  BOTH  (1)  hike  check-lists  and  (2)  shorter  summaries  of  what  they 
consider  unusual.  The  latter  constitute  what  members  are  currently  providing 
(with  one  exception:  Bill  Watson  already  provides  both.)  I  include  the 
shorter  summaries  in  this  recommendation  because  I  fully  appreciate  the 
already  substantial  task  faced  by  Willy  D'Anna  in  compiling  records. 

Related  to  this,  I  believe  that  the  most  important  field  activities  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  are  its  annual  counts:  like  clubs  everywhere  we 
have  a  Christmas  Count,  like  many  groups  a  June  breeding  bird  census,  and  like 
other  New  York  State  clubs  and  in  cooperation  with  the  state  conservation 
department  a  January  Waterfowl  Count;  unlike  them  we  have  the  April,  May,  and 
October  counts.  Those  counts  do  give  us  numbers  of  common  as  well  as  rare 
species  for  year-to-year  and  now  even  decade-to-decade  comparisons.  I  urge 
all  of  us  to  carry  at  least  some  of  this  more  careful  counting  over  into  our 
regular  record  keeping  and  reporting. 

I  would  be  much  more  comfortable  writing  the  monthly  summaries  if  I  found 
more  of  this  kind  of  detail  in  the  individual  reports.  I  am  talking  here 
about  the  wonderful  detail  that  derives,  for  example,  from  the  excellent 
banding  and  nesting  reports  of  Elizabeth  Brooks  and  Vivian  Pitzrick.  There 
is,  of  course,  again  a  middle  road  here.  The  compiler's  and  statisticians' 
jobs  would  be  made  even  more  difficult  if  every  observation  —  "3  House 
Sparrows,  5  House  Finches,  and  7  European  Starlings  at  my  feeder"  —  was 
recorded  and  sent  in.  Judgement  is  called  for,  but  more  comparative  counting 
is  called  for  too.  In  this  regard  I  cite  Dick  Collins'  trick  of  assigning 
each  member  of  a  birding  crew  the  task  of  keeping  track  of  the  numbers  of  one 
or  two  species  of  interest:  "Tim,  you  take  the  geese;  Gerry,  baldpates;  Mike, 
ring-bills;  I'll  count  swans."  Then  you  get  counts  and  careful  estimates  and 
not  these  wild  guesses  that  we  all  make  when  we  get  home  after  a  hike.  The 
only  local  birders  whom  I  see  regularly  concerned  about  this  counting 
responsibility  are  Harold  Axtell,  Willy  D'Anna,  and  Bill  Watson.  This  does 
not  mean  that  estimates  are  unacceptable;  rather,  it  means  that  counts 
especially  over  time  are  far  better. 

Here  I  cannot  resist  another  aside.  Once  Alan  Cruikshank  took  time  from 
compiling  Christmas  Census  data  for  the  National  Audubon  Society  to  write  me 
about  some  of  the  most  interesting  records  he  had  received.  One  of  his 
favorite  estimates  (and  mine  too)  was:  "Bufflehead  4  ±  4." 

It  would  be  even  more  useful  to  have  counts  over  time  of  a  specific  area. 

I  have  tried  to  provide  this  with  my  own  (this  year  with  Peter  Yoerg)  May 
counts  in  the  Williamsville  Glen.  Those  counts  took  quite  a  bit  of  time,  but 
much  less  time  is  necessary  to  provide  an  interesting  set  of  data.  As  an 
example,  I  offer  the  counts  I  took  on  Lake(s)  LaSalle  on  the  Amherst  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Buffalo  campus  this  past  spring.  These  counts  took  me  (and  on  April 
22  in  my  absence  Mike  Galas)  less  than  twenty  minutes  a  day.  The  results  are 
not  especially  exciting,  but  they  do  suggest  at  least  a  quite  interesting 
variety  of  species: 


97 


-f  ‘lr  2 


Am.  1990  Dares:  \  6  ;  8 

9 

10111112 

13 

14 

!5|  16 

17 

I  18  j  19  |  22 

24 

26  j  27 

28 

3  0 

F  1  Su 

M 

Tu  }  W 1  Th 

F 

Sa 

Su  [  M 

Tu 

W  S  Th  1  Su 

Tu 

Th!  F 

Sa 

M 

Csrr.rr.cr.  Leer. 

1  I  13  13 

1 

1  I  1 

!  1 

1  . | . . 

j 

Homed  Grebe  j  1 

- - — - 

1  1 

28 

,  j  j,L. j . . 

j 

. ——4—— 

. . . . .  . . .  V  *  ..ILL  rf 

lar.aba  Goose 

 j 

m 

f  . . ? . 

4 

j  18  | 

. 1 . 

Mallard 

1  1  1  1 

1 

. 

| 

f 

2  |  1  ! 

4  ;  4 

6 

5 

L  jz-  v  .r.aed  ~eai 

j 

. } . . 

!=! 

2 

. j . 

Northern  Shcveler 

3 

\  j 

I 

f  -9-  111 

Am.  er.car.  A< :  z ear. 

1  L 

1 

2  2 

2 

r  r  g-r.ecked  Lock 

!  i 

1 

. 5 . 

» 

p 

1 

2  |  2  f 

Lesser  Scaup  j  {  4  i 

• 

» 

8 

. 1 . ; . 

1 

Oldscua-w  |  3 

3 

T  ; 

• 

; 

> 

1  1  | 

Ccrrmor.  Goldeneye  !  2  j 

t 

\  [ 

| 

BufHehead  |  3  f  6  | 

\ 1 

1 

. j . 

11 

. i . ! . 

2 

6 

Flooded  Merganser  j  1 

:  1 

| 

t 

<ed- breasted  Merganser f  j  8 

. *  \ 

_ 

.1. . iii 

. 

Total  Ssec.es:  j  5  !  3 

2 

0.1.3  J  1 

4 

0 

7 

3  1  4  j  1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Tear!  indr/iduals:  1  10;  18; 

4 

0  16  13 

4 

0 

■  Hi. 

56 

5  |  22 J  11 

2 

6 

8 

14 

"5 

What  role  do  such  reports  play?  I  suggest  that  they  give  useful  informa¬ 
tion  about  population  fluctuations  over  time  and  in  addition  such  things  as 
migration  pea <2,  trends  in  area  use,  and  interaction  among  species.  (They  can 
i*30  provide  exciting  experiences  like  mine  on  that  crisp  morning  when  I  found 
those  2 3  Horned  Grebes  skulking  in  a  tiny  patch  of  reeds  at  the  edge  of  one  of 
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hope  to  compile  such  counts  taken  from  the  Bird 


Island  Pier,  but  such  counts  can  be  made  in  any  local  birding  spot,  at  your 
feeders,  or  even  on  walking  or  jogging  routes.  The  trick  is  to  count  individ¬ 
uals  and  to  make  the  counts  reasonably  comparable  by  taking  them  in  the  same 
plsce  again  and  again.  I  suspect,  in  fact,  that  there  are  a  number  of  you  out 
ther e  who  have  such  records  already.  I  invite  you,  I  urge  you,  to  share  them 
with  .3.  There  is  of  course  a  selfish  side  to  this  request  as  such  records 
would  make  my  job  much  easier. 

Finally  I  turn  to  a  most  sensitive  subject:  the  acceptance  and  rejection 
of  records  by  the  club  statisticians.  I  must  say  that  my  indirect  association 
with  r ran  Pew  and  Boo  Andrle  has  been  a  pleasure:  they  have  given  me  every  co¬ 
operation,  as  has  Willy  D' Anna,  the  record  compiler.  Fran's  and  Bob's  task 
calls  for  judgement  and  that  is  what  they  must  exercise:  it  is  THE  tough  job 
in  any  ornithological  society.  My  observation  of  their  work  indicates  to  me 
that  they  are  doing  their  job  well.  Statisticians  are  haunted  by  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  two  kinds  of  errors:  Type  I  errors  —  records  they  accept  that  are 
false,  and  Type  II  errors  —  records  they  reject  (the  phrase  is  "a33ign  to  the 
hypo -.net i cal  list  )  that  are  true.  Fran  and  Bob  turn  down  some  of  my  reports 
(Type  II  errors  of  course) ,  and  I  am  sure  that  they  make  an  occasional  Type  I 
error  as  well,  but  they  clearly  regard  their  assignment  seriously  and  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  it.  I  have  never  observed  them  to  depart  from  the  rules  that  are 
dearly  stated  for  us  all.  We  all  hate  to  see  an  unusual  bird  go  unrecorded 
that  we  know  was  here,  but  if  that  bird  requires  a  write-up  and  the  write-up 
was  not  supplied,  what  are  the  statisticians  to  do?  Those  are  established 
society  rules,  not  theirs. 

I  have  written  these  remarks  not  really  in  defense  of  Fran  and  Bob  for 
they  are  well  able  to  fend  for  themselves,  but  rather  in  defense  of  a  record¬ 
keeping  process  and  of  thi3  fine  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  I  believe 
that  we  owe  this  concept  our  continuing  —  and  even  increasing  —  support  and 
reports.  Needless  to  say  those  reports  will  continue  to  make  my  writing 
easier  and  I  hope  improve  it  in  the  future.  —  G.  Rising 
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A  VERY  FLUENT  MOCKINGBIRD 

Northern  Mockingbirds,  as  their  name  implies,  are  well  known  for  their  ability  to 
mimic  the  songs  and  calls  of  other  species  of  birds.  However,  they  will  also  sing 
their  own  original  songs.  Strangely  enough,  or  perhaps  not  so  strange,  their 
original  songs  are  the  ones  I  normally  hear  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area.  Although  I 
have  heard  the  local  Mockers  imitate  other  birds  on  numerous  occasions  I  have 
rarely,  if  ever,  heard  an  individual  mimic  the  calls  and  songs  of  more  than  about 
five  species. 

On  July  7,  1990  about  a  half  mile  inland  from  Morgan's  Point,  Ontario  on  Lake 
Erie,  Betsy  Potter,  Patrick  O'Donnell,  and  I  had  the  great  fortune  to  be  able  to 
study  a  Mockingbird  virtuoso.  Using  a  large  house  antenna  for  a  stage  the  bird  sang 
continuously  for  several  minutes  at  a  time.  In  one  ten  minute  burst,  we  recognized 
the  songs  and  calls  of  twenty-seven  different  species  of  birds!  We  believe  he 
actually  mimicked  one  or  two  more  than  this  number  because  there  were  some  songs 
that  sounded  familiar  to  one  or  the  other  of  us  but  before  we  could  think  of  what 
species  it  was,  he  would  start  into  another  song,  distracting  us  from  our  attempt  at 
recalling  the  previous  species.  Incredibly,  this  master  knew  more  than  one  song  or 
call  of  several  different  species,  including  at  least  three  calls  each  of  the  Blue 
Jay  and  the  Northern  Flicker.  Usually  the  Mocker  would  repeat  a  species  one  or  more 
times  before  proceeding  directly  to  the  next  species,  although  occasionally  he  would 
give  a  song  just  once,  some  songs  were  given  while  the  bird  fluttered  in  the  air. 

Others  were  given  while  he  moved  from  perch  to  perch  on  the  antenna.  Most  were 

given  as  he  perched  with  his  bill  pointed  skyward. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  the  quality  of  the  mimicry  which,  as  is  usually  the 
case  with  this  species,  was  excellent,  often  sounding  perfect.  However,  I  did  hear 
a  slight  deviation  in  pitch  for  a  few  of  the  calls.  One  call,  in  particular,  that  I 
noticed  was  that  of  the  Belted  Kingfisher.  The  tempo  and  tone  of  the  imitation  was 
perfect  which  made  it  easily  recognizable  even  though  the  pitch  was  noticeably 
h i gher . 

When  you  read  over  the  list  of  species  mimicked  by  this  unusual  bird,  try  to 
recall  their  songs  and  calls  in  your  mind  s  ear.  Then  note  the  tremendous  variation 
among  the  different  songs  and  also  the  complexity  of  some  of  the  songs.  The 
swallows,  at  least  to  these  three  witnesses,  were  particularly  impressive. 

When  I  returned  home  I  began  to  wonder,  was  this  real  1 v  an  unusual  Mockingbird? 

Have  I  been  ignoring  the  bird  all  these  years  or  is  this  kind  of  mimicry  the  norm  in 

some  areas  but  for  some  unknown  reason  a  rare  occurrence  around  here?  The  one 
source  which  I  checked,  The  Encyclopedia  of  North  Amer i can  Birds  by  John  K.  Terres, 
did  not  supply  any  information  on  regional  aptitudes  of  Mockingbirds.  However,  it 
did  cite  a  few  of  the  most  impressive  cases  of  Mockingbird  mimicry  which  I  repeat 
here. 

One  Mocker  that  Terres'  research  uncovered,  imitated  55  species  of  birds  in  an 
hour  while  another  that  lived  near  Chester,  S.C.,  imitated  the  songs  of  32  species 
within  10  minutes.  Another  bird  that  was  recorded  by  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of 
Ornithology  gave  the  songs  of  30  species  while  still  another  Mockingbird  which  lived 
in  Arnold  Arboretum,  in  Boston,  became  famous  for  its  mimicry  of  the  songs  of  39 
species  of  birds,  the  call  notes  of  50,  and  the  notes  of  a  tree  frog  and  crickets! 
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And  finally,  near  Wichita,  Kansas,  Terres  writes  that  F.  F.  Gander  heard  a  Mocker 
imitate  all  the  songs  and  calls  of  the  birds  in  that  area. 

Assuming  that  the  above  are  the  greatest  examples  of  Mockingbird  mimicry  in  the 
literature  then  our  individual,  with  his  27+  songs  and  calls  total .  needs  some  more 
experience  before  he  might  sing  his  way  into  the  record  books.  Or  maybe,  we  just 
had  to  wait  for  his  encore!  In  any  case,  as  one  who  has  always  had  his  ears  open  to 
the  birds,  this  encounter  will  inspire  me  to  keep  them  tuned  in  to  the  Northern 
Mockingbird.  The  list  of  songs  and  calls  imitated  by  this  Mockingbird  follows. 
Willie  D.  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Ext.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 


Ki 1 ldeer 

Greater  Yel low  legs 
Ring-bi lied  Gull 
Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Northern  FI icker 
Willow  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Phoebe  House 


Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Purple  Martin 
Tree  Swal low 
Barn  Swal 1 ow 
Blue  Jay 

Bl.-cap.  Chickadee 
White-br.  Nuthatch 
WrenAmerican  Goldfi 


Eastern  Bluebird 
American  Robin 
European  Starling 
Red-eyed  Vireo 
Northern  Cardinal 
Red-w.  Blackbird 
Brown-h.  Cowbird 
Northern  Oriole 


##*##### 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 

Sept.  12  "Summer  Birding  Adventures"  This  is  our  annual  members''  slide  show, 
come  and  share  slide  of  your  recent  birding  experiences.  Also  a 
report  on  the  May  Bird  Count. 


Sept.  26  Walter  Klabunde  -  "Breeding  Bird  Counts  of  June." 
Oct.  10  Annual  Organizational  Meeting. 

Oct  24  Dr.  Andrle  -  "Gulls." 


Nov.  14  Computer  Demonstration  -  Joe  DiDomenico  and  others. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


^ept .  16:  Sunday .  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Amherst 

Book  World  (former  Citibank)  just  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Sept.  30:  Sunday.  Bird  Island  Pier  for  shoreblrds  &  gulls.  Meet  at  Broderick 
Park  (foot  of  Ferry  St.  at  Niagara  River)  at  9  am  for  a  walk  along 
the  1.3  mile  long  pier.  Leader:  Ron  Lange  (649-1231). 


100 


Vol .  56  No.  8 


Oct.  14:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  & 
Gerry  Rising  (689-8301). 

Oct.  21:  Sunday.  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8  am  at  Amherst 

Book  World  (former  Citibank)  just  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Oct.  26-28:  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Riverhead  L.I.. 

Oct.  27:  SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  shoreline.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  in 
Lewiston  at  8  am.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Please  note  the  following  corrections  from  the  previous  issue: 

Nov.  4:  Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8  am.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Nov.  18:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  &  waterfowl.  This  is  a  joint  trip 

with  the  GOS  (Rochester).  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the 
parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  & 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  3  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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THE  MONTH:  August  1990 

The  weather  bureau' s  description  of  August  as  "a  pleasant  summer  month  in 
Buffalo"  is  accurate  for  every  day  but  one:  the  28th.  On  that  day  two  storms 
passed  through:  the  first  a  violent  morning  lightning  storm  with  a  half  inch 
of  rain  and  40  mph  winds,  the  second  an  evening  cold  front  that  brought  addi¬ 
tional  high  winds  to  the  Buffalo  area  and  tornadoes  to  the  Southern  Tier. 

Both  morning  and  evening  events  produced  localized  severe  tree  damage.  Aside 

from  that  as  the  chart  shows,  the 
month  was  indeed  a  pleasant  one.  The 
monthly  averages  also  support  this 
description:  temperature  averaged 
70.4°,  1.5°  above  normal,  and  rainfall 
averaged  31/4  inches,  0.9  inches 
below  normal.  The  heaviest  rain  was 
on  the  13th  when  1.6  inches  fell.  As 
is  usual  this  time  of  year,  most  of 
the  fronts  moved  through  from  the 
northwest,  but  the  one  on  July  31st 
was  from  the  west  and  the  one  on  the 
19th  was  from  the  north.  As  always  it 
is  difficult  to  correlate  these  fronts 
with  local  birding  because  of  the 
irregularity  of  coverage,  but  a  number  of  first  fall  warbler  records  were 
recorded  by  Chilton  and  Schaffner  on  the  20th:  Black-throated  Green  Warbler, 
Blackburnian  Warbler,  American  Redstart,  Ovenbird,  Northern  Waterthrush,  and 
Mourning  Warbler.  These  birds  might  have  been  brought  in  on  the  front  of  the 
19th  and  temporarily  stopped  by  the  0.4  inches  of  rain  on  that  day.  The  first 
fall  Red  Knot  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  were  also  recorded  on  this  same  outing 
along  the  Lake  Erie  north  shore.  Similarly  after  the  storms  and  front  of  the 
28th,  the  29th  produced  first  fall  records  of  Hudsonian  Godwit  (commented  on 
later),  Swainson' s  Thrush,  Tennessee  Warbler,  and  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler. 
The  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  first  recorded  on  the  30th  may  also  have  come  in  at 
this  time. 

Despite  its  bland  outward  appearance  the  month  provided  some  unusual  and 
some  quite  exciting  records.  A  midsummer  Common  Loon  was  at  Niagara  Falls  on 


On  this  chart  Rs  designate  days  on  which  rain 
fell,  Fs  fronts  passing  through,  the  bars 
temperature  ranges,  and  longer  vertical  lines 
across  the  horizontal  axis  week  divisions: 
thus  the  4th  was  a  Saturday. 
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the  3rd.  A  Greater  Scaup  was  found  there  through  much  of  the  month  also. 

Each  August  we  seem  to  have  a  stray  diving  duck  around  to  liven  up  matters: 
last  year  it  was  an  Oldsquaw,  the  year  before  a  Redhead,  in  bonus  year  1987  a 
Lesser  Scaup  an  Oldsquaw  and  a  Common  Goldeneye,  in  1986  another  Lesser  Scaup. 

In  one  ten  day  period  Alec  Humann  came  up  with  three  quite  remarkable  birds 
near  his  family  cottage  at  Crescent  Beach:  on  the  17th  an  Arctic  Tern,  on  the 
23rd  a  Piping  Plover,  and  on  the  26th  a  Black-legged  Kittiwake.  The  Arctic 
Tern  appearance  represents  a  reprise  of  last  November's  visit  and  may  suggest 
more  careful  checking  of  Common  Tern  flocks  for  this  species.  Alec  had 
reported  another  Piping  Plover  at  this  location  in  late  July  1988,  and  was 
delighted  when  others  were  this  time  able  to  get  to  the  area  in  time  to  con¬ 
firm  his  record  before  the  bird  departed.  (This  individual  had  a  quite  dis¬ 
tinctive  way  of  shaking  its  yellowish  orange  feet  as  it  fed  in  the  mud.  I 
have  been  able  to  find  no  reference  to  this  unusual  activity  in  Bent  although 
he  speaks  of  a  hitching  motion  while  feeding.  It  may  even  have  represented  a 
response  to  problems  with  parasites.)  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (B&M)  note  that 
Piping  Plovers  nested  in  the  1930s  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at 
Sherkston,  Crystal  Beach,  Long  Beach,  and  —  coincidentally  —  Crescent  Beach. 
The  August  26  kittiwake  is  two  months  earlier  than  B&M' s  date  range  of 
November  9  -  April  10  (with  a  single  out  of  range  record  of  October  17.) 

But  Humann  wasn't  the  only  one  to  come  up  with  rarities.  D'Anna  added  two 
others:  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  at  Point  Gratiot  on  the  14th  and  a  Hudsonian 
Godwit  at  Erie  Beach  on  the  29th.  Although  this  latter  species  is  within  the 
B&M  date  range  of  August  12  to  October  27,  they  record  it  as  an  "occasional 
very  rare  transient."  My  records  indicate  that  it  was  not  recorded  in  this 
region  for  at  least  the  previous  four  years. 

Shorebird  observation  areas  vary  from  year  to  year.  This  year,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  Smithville  sewage  lagoons  were  flooded  and  the  excellent  observations 
of  last  year  were  not  duplicated  there.  But  St.  David's  again  provided  some 
interesting  records.  The  46  Stilt  Sandpipers  found  there  on  the  5th  by  Andrle 
and  others  and  40  seen  there  the  next  day  by  Chilton,  Watson  and  others  repre¬ 
sent  unusual  numbers  of  this  species  with  20  the  highest  count  in  Beardslee 
and  Mitchell  and  a  maximum  of  2  (!)  found  the  past  four  years.  Two  other 
species  found  in  unusual  numbers  this  year  were  White-rumped  Sandpipers  and 
Short-billed  Dowitchers.  White-rumps  were  noted  on  sixteen  reports  with  a 
maximum  of  30  found  by  Byron's  BOS  hike  on  the  26th  at  Rock  Point  and 
Smithville.  Although  B&M  say  that  "seldom  are  over  ten  recorded  in  a  day," 
they  do  note  that  35  were  so  recorded  in  1945  and  1950.  Only  single  birds  of 
this  species  were  observieded  in  three  of  the  last  four  Augusts  here.  Byron's 
trip  also  turned  up  105  dowitchers.  B&M' s  maximum  was  50  in  1949.  Here  the 
highs  for  the  past  four  years  were  (going  back  in  time):  8,  5,  3,  1.  (If  this 
data  really  did  represent  the  exponential  increase  these  numbers  suggest,  we 
would  have  dowitchers  outnumbering  gulls  in  a  couple  of  years.) 

A  few  warblers  appeared  outside  B&M  August  dates  in  parentheses:  Blue¬ 
winged  Warbler  late  20,  29  (-15,  this  varying  strikingly  from  the  Date  Guide 
-September  21);  others  early:  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  14,  20  (25-);  Magnolia  11 
(17-);  Black-and-White  Warbler  11,  14  (25-). 

Tidings  of  things  to  come:  Pitzrick  reports  from  Allegany  County  "spotty 
hawthorn  fruits  and  a  poor  berry  crop."  And  a  fair  but  unexpected  exchange:  a 
Pine  Siskin  trapped  by  Brooks  in  Alfred  on  February  7th  was  retrapped  on  March 
3rd  at  Hebron,  Pennsylvania  by  Dave  Hauber;  a  different  siskin  banded  by 
Hauber  in  Hebron  on  February  11th  was  captured  by  Brooks  in  Alfred  on  April 
11th.  Those  locations  are  about  150  miles  apart! 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that 
written  verification  accordina  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds 

an 

of 

acceptable,  detailed 
Western  New  York  and 

Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been 

received  and  placed 

in  the  permanent  files  of 

the  Buffalo  Ornithological 

Society. 

*  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for 

the  year . 

F  - 

Indicates 

first  record 

for 

the  migration. 

L  - 

Indicates 

last  record  for 

the  migration. 

(f ) 

-  Indicates  record  from 

feeding  station. 

PDBA 

-  Indicates  previously 

documented  breeding 

area. 

Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Humber 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

0 

l 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

3,20,31 

A  — n  #—  <-»  V 

Ji , o  < ,b 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

M 

10,31 

21,128 

Mohawk  Is,  Ont 

Andr le  et  al 

u 

Li  Li 

166 

Mohawk  Is,  Ont 

Watson,  Crohn 

It 

30 

52 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andr 1 e  et  al 

American  Bittern 

1,2,3 

Li 

Iroquois  NWR 

Potter,  D  Anna 

Great  Egret 

11 

4 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

It 

19 

1 

Prendergast  Pt 

Sundel 1 

li 

L  i  y  Li  O  f  L 

;9  l 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

7,20,31 

16,3,1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

I* 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

II 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Holmes(EABC) 

Mute  Swan 

30 

1 

B1 .  Rock  Canal 

Andrle  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

20,31 

39,30 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

il 

L 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

il 

20 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Northern  Shove ler 

11 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

D  Anna  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

3,<k0 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

3 

5 

Niagara  Fal Is 

Watson 

ti 

18,27 

Li 

Waver ly  Bch.  Ont 

Watson,  Rising 

Red-br.  Merganser 

6 

1 

Windmi 1 1  Pt ,  Ont 

Watson 

«l 

6,23 

2.1 

Crescent  Bch,  Ont 

Watson 

Osprey 

4 

la+2y&nest 

Allegany  Res 

Watson  et  a) 

li 

7F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Goetz 

ii 

11 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

n 

LiLi 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rising,  Galas 

il 

ii 

1  imm 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Cooper  s  Hawk 

1 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

<♦ 

28 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

It 

29 

1 

Tifft  NP 

HolmesCEABC) 

Black -Del  1 ied  Plover 

10-31 

22-14 

Moulton  Twp,  Ont 

Andrle,  Chilton  et  al 

ii 

12 

5 

Rock  Pt ,  Rosehi 1 1 . 

Ont 

D  Anna  (BOS) 

*PiDina  Plover 

23 

1 

Crescent  Bch.  Ont 

Humann,  Watson  et  al 

Greater  Ye  How  legs 

20 

10 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chi  1  ton,  Schaffner 

Upland  Sandpiper 

25 

Li 

’Wheat  fie  Id  Twp 

D  Anna 

Whimbrel 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

^Hudson i an  Godwit 

29 

1 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna 
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Name  .aiJ  led 

Red  Knot 

tl 

II 

H 

Semipalm,  Sandpiper 
White-r.  Sandpiper 

l) 

It 

It 

II 

it 

il 

II 

II 

il 

♦Baird's  Sandpiper 

ll 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

ll 

Short -b.  Dowitcher 
Wilson  s  Phalarope 
Little  Gull 

ll 

ll 

ll 

♦Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

Caspian  Tern 

ll 

it 

M 

ll 

♦Artie  Tern 

Black  Tern 

Black-bi 1  led  Cuckoo 
Common  Night hawk 
Red-Headed  Wdpkr. 

il 

ll 

H 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

n 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 
Bank  Swallow 

ll 

Cliff  Swal low 
Barn  Swallow 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 

fl 

Carol ina  Wren 

II 

n 


taker 

20F 

l 

LiLt 

l 

a  n  i 

C.O,  £.4 

1,1 

23 

l 

6 

300est 

5F 

1 

5F,  10 

2,1 

5F ,  12 

J 

10,31 

«  A 

Lt  f  L* 

20 

10 

20-29 

25-8 

3,19 

23,24,31 

14,18,3 

26 

26 

26 

4 

IF 

1 

23,29 

2,1 

5,10 

46,3 

6 

40 

26 

m 

20 

i 

i 

i 

10 

c, 

24,26 

1 

C  i 

1 

26 

1 

2,13,19 

,  5 , 4 

20 

4 

LiL* 

3 

<L,Li  »  uJ 

6,7 

25,29 

1,7 

17 

1 

11 

10 

18,22 

54,84 

20,29 

1,1 

29F 

20 

1 

4 

18 

L 

24 

L 

28 

o 

L, 

30F 

1 

31 

1 

22F,29 

1,1 

19 

175 

22 

140 

19 

1 

19 

203 

1-24 

1 

20  F 

1 

30,31 

1,1 

5 

a* 

L 

10,31 

l 

12,28 

1,1 

Location 

Came  lot  Bch,  Ont 
Rock  Pt  PP,  Ont 
Erie  Bch,  Ont 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
St.  Davids,  Ont 
Roseh ill  Bch ,  Ont 
St.  Davids,  Ont 
Rock  Pt  PP,  Ont 

II 

Came  lot  Bch,  Ont 
Bertie  Twp,  Ont 
Jaeger  R,  Rock  Pt 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
Rock  Pt  PP,  Ont 
Smithville,  Ont 
Iroquois  NWR 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
St.  Davids, Ont 

ll 

Rock  Pt  PP,0nt 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Lewiston 

Niagara  Fal Is,  Ont 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 
Fort  Erie, Ont 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Chautauqua  Lake 
LaSal le  Pk,  Bf lo 
Pt  Colborne,Ont 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Jaeger  Rocks, Ont 
Tifft  NP 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Hartf ield 
Waver ly  Bch, Ont 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 
East  Aurora 
Tonawanda  Twp 
Rock  Pt  PP,0nt 
Alfred  Twp 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 
Iroquois  NWR 
Crescent  Bch, Ont 

ll 

Ami ty  Lake 
Fort  Erie, Ont 
Jamestown 
Yacht  Harbor, Ont 
Rock  Pt  PP,0nt 
East  Aurora 


Observer 

Chilton,  Schaffner 
Watson,  Crohn 
Andrle  et  al 
Humann,  Watson  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
D'Anna 
Andrle  et  al 
D'Anna  et  al 
Andrle  et  al 
Chilton,  Schaffner 
Chi lton, D'Anna  et  al 
Watson,  Crohn 
Humann,  Andrle  et  al 
D'Anna, Byron(BOS) 

D  Anna,Byron(BOS) 
D'Anna,  Rising  et  al 
D'Anna,  et  al 
Andrle  et  al 
Chi lton, Watson  et  al 
D'Anna, Byron(BOS) 
Chilton,  Schaffner 
D  Anna.Hoogendoorn 
D'Anna 

Humann, ByronC BOS) 

Watson,  Humann 

Humann 

Sundel 1 

Sundel 1 

Watson,  Crohn 

Andrle,  Chi  1  ton  et  al 

Sundel 1 

Humann 

D'Anna  et  al 

Watson,  Rising 

Watson, Holmes  et  al 

Hess 

Sundel 1 

Rising,  Watson 
Humann 
Holmes 
Hess 

Andrle  et  al 

Brooks 

Humann 

Holmes 

Humann 

Humann 

Pi tzrick 

Chi  1  ton, Schaffner 
Sundel 1 
Andrle,  Brock 
Andrle  et  al 
Holmes 
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Name  ot  Bird 

Aug, 

Number 

Carol ina  Wren 

13,2-4 

1 

It 

18 

1 

n 

20-31 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

n 

6 

1  PD1 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

20  F 

1 

t! 

22 

1 

II 

nr 

Oi. 

1 

II 

31 

6 

Swainson  s  Thrush 

29F 

1 

II 

29F 

1 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

7F,20 

1,2 

II 

29 

1 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

28F 

1 

"Brewster  s"  Warbler 

11 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

29F 

1 

ii 

29F 

4 

Nashvi 1 le  Warbler 

rnv 

LiCiL 

1 

II 

1 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

1-4F 

3 

II 

20 

3 

Magnol ia  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

h 

20 

4 

ii 

20 

1 

Cape  May  Warbler 

o?  F 

LtCt  1 

1 

M 

29 

L* 

B1 ,-thr .B1 .  Warbler 

29F 

O 

Li 

ii 

31 

1 

Yelloe-r.  Warbler 

9 

Li 

1 

ii 

6-9 

1 

II 

31F 

4-6 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

20F 

1 

il 

2-4 

2 

Blackburnian  Warb. 

20F 

Z' 

Li 

il 

Li  Li 

1 

It 

31 

L 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

26F 

1 

n 

29 

4 

H 

29 

1 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

22F 

1 

II 

29 

1 

29 

1 

B1 .  and  w.  Warbler 

2-31 

1 

il 

1  IF 

1 

il 

14 

1 

AAmericari  Redstart 

20F 

6 

II 

24 

5 

Frothonotarv  Warbler 

14 

1 

i 

QvenDird 

20F.31 

1,3 

31 

1 

Northern  Water  thrush 

11 

1 

M 

20  F 

1 

II 

31 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

20  F 

L. 

Location 

Observer 

Crescent  Bch,0nt 

Humann 

Windmill  Pt,0nt 

Rising, Watson  et  al 

Tiff t  NP 

Watson, Holmes  et  al 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

Fort  Erie,0nt 

Chi lton,Schaffner 

Morgan  s  Pt ,0nt 

Andrle  et  al 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Hess 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tonawanda  Ind  Res 

Rising,  Galas 

Newstead  Twp 

Watson 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna 

Morgan  s  Pt ,0nt 

Andrle  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Newstead  Twp 

Watson 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Fort  Erie, Ont 

Chi lton,3chaffner 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Tifft  NP 

Holmes(EABC) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Ward  Twp 

Brooks 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Wales 

0.  Rosche 

Fort  Erie, Ont 

Chi lton,Schaffner 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Fort  Erie, Ont 

Chi  1 ton,Schaffner 

Morgan  s  Pt ,0nt 

Andrle  et  al 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Rock  Pt  PP,0nt 

Potter 

Iroq  NWR&vicin. 

Watson 

Tifft  HP 

Holmes(EABC) 

Morgan  s  Pt,  Ont 

Andr le  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Erie  Bch,  Ont 

D  Anna 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzr ick 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Pt  Gratiot 

D  Anna 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Rock  Pt  PP,0nt 

Andrle  et  al 

Tonawanda  Ind  Res 

Watson 

Buffalo 

D  Anna 

Rocck  Pt  PP.Ont 

Andrle  et  al 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Number. 

Locaiian 

Observer 

Mourning  Warbler 

20  F 

l 

Fort  Erie.Ont 

Chi  1 ton.Schaf fner 

Wilson  s  Warbler 

26F 

l 

Waver ly  Bch,  Ont 

Potter 

II 

31 

3 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Canada  Warbler 

14F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

II 

20 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont 

Chi  1  ton, Schaf fner 

II 

20,31 

4,1 

Tifft  Np 

Watson 

Scarlet  Tanager 

31F 

O 

Cs 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 

Hens low  s  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Bobol ink 

23 

300est 

over Jamestown 

Sundel 1 

u 

24 

40 

Crescent  Bch, Ont 

Human n 

Purple  Finch 

4 

Golden  Hill  Sp 

Chi  1  ton 

Pine  Siskin 

1-14.15-31 

.  2,1 

Eden  Twp 

Andr le 

Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids  previously  recorded . 259 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  5 

Total  for  year . 264 


The  MYSTERY  FIELD  TRIP 
August  12,  1990 

The  idea  for  a  mystery  trip  must  be  credited  to  Mike  Galas.  It  is  one  kind  of 
field  trip  I  would  like  to  see  a  lot  more  of.  The  plan  was  not  to  schedule  anything 
until  the  last  minute  so  that  we  could  "go  where  the  birds  are."  Interested 
participants  had  to  call  Bill  Burch  the  day  before  to  learn  the  meeting  time  and 
location  -  8  A.M.  at  the  Howard  Johnson  s  Motel  on  Pine  Avenue  in  Niagara  Falls. 
Bill  thought  it  might  be  fun  to  try  the  St.  Davids  Cannery  Ponds  so  on  the  Friday 
before  the  trip  he  persuaded  the  Cannery  manager  to  allow  the  B.O.S.  to  enter  the 
ponds  through  the  hole  in  the  fence.  In  this  age  of  prevalent  lawsuits  it  was 
refreshing  to  find  someone  who  was  not  overly  concerned  about  liability. 

16  birders  squeezed  through  the  fence  in  order  to  study  the  shorebirds  at  St. 
Davids.  It  was  well  worth  the  effort  with  13  species  concentrated  here.  Excellent 
views  were  had  of  Semipalmated  Plovers,  several  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Spottys, 
Semipalmated  and  Least  Sandpipers,  Pectoral  and  two  Stilt  Sandpipers,  six 
Short-billed  Dowitchers,  and  the  best  bird  here,  a  White-rumped  Sandpiper  picked  out 
by  Bill  Watson.  In  addition  we  had  Killdeer,  Greater  Yellowlegs,  Solitary  Sandpiper 
and  Common  Snipe. 

Most  of  the  group  continued  on  to  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  this  hot,  muggy 
day  -  now  that  s  the  birding  spirit!  Along  the  way  we  stopped  at  the  Niagara-Mer ion 
Sod  Farms  where  13  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  a  pleasant  sight.  At  the  park  we 
longed  for  but  did  not  get  a  lake  breeze.  We  did  get  quite  a  few  shorebirds  though 
and  a  good  mix  at  that.  We  had  twelve  species  here  including  about  a  dozen 
Dowitchers,  14  Ruddy  Turnstones,  threeC ! )  Whi te-rumpeds  and  a  Snipe.  The  view  of 
the  Whi te-rumpeds  was  even  better  than  before  and  we  had  excellent  comparisons  with 
the  other  species  present.  It  ws  notes  that  these  birds,  referred  to  as  "peeps"  in 
the  Peterson  guide,  were  really  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  Pectorals.  It 
reminded  me  of  a  Big  Day  I  did  a  couple  of  years  ago  when  we  had  a  distant  shorebird 
that  we  called  a  Pectoral  after  some  study.  None  of  us  were  completely  comfortable 
with  the  call  but  White-rumped  never  crossed  anyone  s  mind.  The  following  day  we 
were  able  to  find  the  bird  again  and  get  good  studies  of  it  -  a  breeding-plumaged 
White-rumped  Sandpiper.  From  then  on  I  had  an  appreciation  of  that  species  size. 
After  a  Kestrel  frightened  the  shorebirds  to  a  more  distant  point,  our  group  moved 
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down  the  shore.  We  added  two  Black-bellied  Plovers  and  a  Sanderling.  Our  shorebird 
total  stood  at  16! 

Although  we  tried  to  lengthen  the  list  with  several  more  stops  along  the  Lake  Erie 
shore,  we  could  not.  Three  more  B1 ack-bel 1 ieds  were  at  Rosehill  Beach  and  one  adult 
with  one  young  Red-headed  Woodpecker  were  at  Windmill  Point.  We  ended  our  trip  at 
Jaeger  Rocks  with  seven  Black  terns  which  gave  us  about  60  species  for  the  day.  I 
had  hoped  to  make  it  through  the  year  without  getting  a  major  sunburn.  August  12th 
is  now  the  closest  I  have  ever  come!  -  Willie  D'Anna 

a#*###*# 

Wintering  Status  of  Great  Blue  Herons 
in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  1964-1990 

The  wintering  status  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  appears  to  have  radically  changed  in 
the  last  three  years.  Previously  designated  as  a  rare  (not  more  than  5  seen  per 
season  by  a  competent  observer)  winter  visitant,  its  status  in  the  last  3  years  has 
been  locally  common  (25-100  per  day  by  a  competent  observer)  during  much  of  the 
winter . 

In  studying  sources  which  were  published  as  far  back  as  1844  as  well  as  monthly 
lists  of  noteworthy  records  published  in  the  Prothonotarv  1930-1965,  Beardslee  and 
Mitchell  conclude:  "Sometimes  small  groups  of  Great  Blue  Herons  remain  until  severe 
winter  weather  sets  in,  after  which  only  an  occasional  straggler  is  reported. 
February  records  are  very  scant  and  during  some  years  there  are  no  reports  whatever 
of  wintering  birds. " 

An  examination  of  records  from  1964  to  198?  for  the  harshest  months  of  and 
February  reveals  a  slight  and  progressive  deviation  from  Beardslee  and  Mitchells 
group  rule.  Inclusively  from  January  1964  to  February  1987,  86  Great  Blue  Herons 
were  recorded  for  an  average  of  3.58  herons  per  January.  During  this  study  period 
for  the  month  of  January  only  4%  of  the  months  did  not  contain  any  Great  Blue  Heron 
records,  88%  of  the  months  contained  single  records  (one  heron  at  one  location)  25% 
of  the  months  recorded  pair  observations  (2  herons  at  one  location)  and  8%  of  the 
months  had  records  of  more  than  2  herons  at  one  location.  Although  25%  of  the 
Januaries  contain  pair  observations  only  one  of  these  observations  is  after  January 
7°'.  All  of  the  other  pair  observations  are  in  the  first  week  of  January  which 
usually  relatively  mild  and  contains  most  of  January  s  hal f -hardies.  3o  the  singles 
and  pairs  data  does  in  general  support  Beardslee  and  Mitchells  statement  that 
"small  groups  of  Great  Blue  Herons  remain  until  severe  winter  weather  sets  in,  after 
which  only  an  occasional  straggler  is  reported."  However  a  report  at  Iroquois  N.  W. 
R,  of  7  herons  on  January  13,  1982  (a  cold  January  with  an  average  temperature  6.5 
degrees  below  normal  of  17.2  )  by  Olsen  is  more  difficult  to  explain. 

Inspection  of  all  the  records  of  Great  Blue  Herons  In  January  from  1964  to  198? 
suggests  an  increase  in  abundance  in  1971.  If  this  24  year  study  period  is  broken 
up  into  four  equal  6  year  intervals  for  the  month  of  January  from  1964-1969,  there 
is  a  total  of  only  15  herons,  while  1970-1975  totaled  25  herons,  1976-1981  totaled 
24  herons  and  1982-1987  totaled  25  herons  (see  Graph  1). 

February  records  from  1964  to  198?  (inclusively)  show  a  total  of  4?  Great  Blue 
Herons  for  an  average  of  1.96  herons  per  February.  During  this  period  25%  of  the 
Februaries  have  no  reports  of  Great  Blue  Herons,  71%  of  the  months  have  one  or  more 
single  reports  and  12%  of  the  months  have  reports  of  two  or  more  herons  at  one 
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location.  Groups  of  herons  observed  In  February  were  two  in  Olean  on  February  27, 
1972,  1-3  at  Iroquois  N.  W.  R.  from  February  6-25  in  1975  and  3  on  Grand  Island  on 
February  21 ,  1987, 

Inspection  of  the  total  number  of  Great  Blur  Herons  in  February  from  11964  to  1987 
confirms  the  Increase  in  abundance  in  1971.  If  we  again  break  up  the  study  period 
into  four  equal  time  periods  there  is  a  total  of  2  herons  from  1964-1969,  14  herons 
from  1970-1975,  12  herons  from  1976-1981  and  19  herons  from  1982-1987  (see  Graph  2). 

During  1930-1965  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  found  February  records  "very  scant"  with 
"some  years  no  reports  of  wintering  birds."  From  1964  until  1970  this  trend 
continued  with  5  of  the  7  years  containing  no  February  records  of  Great  Blue  Herons; 
however,  since  1971  there  have  been  February  Great  Blue  Heron  records  every  years 
except  1980.  The  year  before  was  the  coldest  February  ever  with  an  average 
temperature  of  only  14.9,JF. 

Although  the  increase  in  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons  from  1971  to  1987  appears 
well  documented  no  one  was  prepared  for  what  happened  next.  On  December  14-23, 
1987,  Endres  observed  6  herons  at  Iroquois  N.  W.  R.  and  on  January  16,  1988,  Roberta 
McDonald  observed  an  unbelievable  26  Great  Blue  Herons  on  Motor  Island  in  the 
Niagara  River. 

For  the  first  time  in  BOS  history  the  compiler  did  not  list  individual  Great  Blue 
Heron  records,  but  merely  indicated  that  "5  other  reports  from  the  lake  plains, 
Iroquois  N.  W.  R.  and  Genesee  County"  were  between  January  1  and  28.  On  February  19 
of  that  same  year  6  herons  reported  by  Galas  also  on  Motor  Island. 

January  and  February  1989  records  of  Great  Blue  Herons  were  unprecedented.  In 
January,  the  greatest  ever  number  of  reports  (7  from  the  Niagara  River  and  Allegany 
Co.)  were  received.  On  February  20th  the  Suggs  counted  31  herons  on  Motor  Island. 

The  record-breaking  trend  continued  in  1990.  On  January  14,  Thill  observed  25 
herons  on  Motor  Island  and  by  January  27  there  were  34  herons.  From  February  6-27, 
28-15  Great  Blue  Herons  were  counted.  In  the  three  years  1988-1990  (taking  only  the 
monthly  high  counts)  more  Great  Blue  Herons  were  counted  on  Motor  Island  during 
January  and  February  than  in  all  of  the  counts  in  all  of  Western  New  York  during  the 
same  two  months  in  the  previous  24  years  from  1963  until  1986. 

If  the  January  and  February  Great  Blue  Herons  are  totaled  for  each  year  and 
subjected  to  graphical  and  statistical  analysis,  an  interesting  pattern  emerges  (see 
Graph  3).  From  1963-1970  there  was  an  average  of  2.38  herons  per  winter  (with  a 
standard  deviation  of  1.768).  From  1971-1987  there  was  an  average  of  6.38  herons 
per  winter  (with  a  standard  deviation  of  3.018)  while  from  1988-1990  the  average 
jumped  again  to  44.0  herons  per  winter  (with  a  standard  deviation  of  15.87). 

The  method  of  statistical  analysis  chosen  was  a  t-ratio  for  small  samples  of 
unequal  sample  size.  Even  though  the  winters  from  1971-1987  averaged  nearly  three 
times  as  many  Great  Blue  Herons  as  the  winters  from  1963-1970,  these  averages  are 
not  significantly  different  when  a  1%  level  of  significance  is  applied  to  the 
t-ratio  of  .901.  However,  when  the  1971-1987  winter  averages  are  compared  to  the 
1988-1990  winter  averages  a  t-ratio  of  6.37  is  obtained  which  is  significant  at  the 
l'c  significance  level  (indicating  that  there  is  less  than  a  1%  probability  that  the 
difference  between  the  average  could  be  caused  chance  alone  in  a  random  sample). 
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Why  has  the  wintering  status  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  changed?  Why  didn't  large 
numbers  of  these  herons  winter  in  the  past?  There  are  several  possible  factors  that 
could  explain  the  change  in  the  wintering  status  of  Great  Blue  Herons.  A  few  that 
should  be  investigated  are:  changes  in  climate  (especially  temperature),  observer 
bias,  biological  adaptations,  behavioral  adaptations,  reduction  and  destruction  of 
winter  habitat  and  industrialization.  There  are  several  possible  explanations  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  change  in  status  and  many  of  these  possible  explanations  should  be 
investigated. 

Mild  winters  certainly  encourage  wintering  of  many  species  of  birds,  but  several 
climatological  factors  could  be  investigated.  Correlation  coefficients  should  be 
calculated  against  climatological  data  and  the  significance  determined.  Admittedly, 
visual  inspection  of  the  average  monthly  temperature  seems  to  suggest  an 
insignificant  positive  correlation. 

In  investigating  the  effect  of  temperature  on  Great  Blue  Herons  the  months  of 
November,  December,  January  and  February  were  studied.  Although  not  a  winter  month, 
November  temperatures  were  studied  because  mid-November  marks  the  end  of  Great  Blue 
Heron  migration  (Forbush  and  May  1955  p.29)  and  a  warm  November  could  discourage 
migration,  possibly  resulting  in  a  large  number  of  herons  that  have  lost  the 
stimulus  (or  urge)  to  migrate.  On  the  other  hand  March  (although  a  winter  month) 
temperatures  were  not  studied  because  of  the  arrival  of  spring  migrants. 

When  monthly  average  temperatures  during  times  of  increased  heron  abundance  are 
compared  to  the  historic  monthly  average  (which  was  started  in  1874)  there  seems  to 
be  a  relationship  between  temperature  and  the  number  of  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons. 

Inclusively  between  1971-1987  (when  the  average  number  of  wintering  herons  was 
6.88,  as  compared  to  the  1963-1970  number  of  2.38)  temperature  averages  were 
generally  warmer  than  the  historic  temperature  average.  1970-1986  Novembers  were 
40.5C,F  .5  degrees  above  the  historic  average  with  11  of  the  17  Novembers  being 
warmer  than  normal.  1970-1986  Decembers  averaged  29.6  'F  (.1  degrees  above  the 
historic  average)  with  only  8  of  the  17  Decembers  warmer  than  normal.  Only 
1971-1987  Januaries  were  colder  than  the  historic  average  January  with  an  average  of 
22.8-  F,  two  degrees  below  normal.  1971-1987  Februaries  had  an  average  temperature 
of  25.0  F,  .4  degrees  above  average.  The  annual  average  temperature  was  also  .4'  F 
above  average  at  47.7  with  only  4  of  the  annual  average  temperatures  below  the 
historic  annual  average! 

Inclusively  between  1988  and  1990  the  average  number  of  wintering  Great  Blue 
Herons  increased  dramatically  to  44.0.  Average  temperatures  during  this  time  were 
generally  not  only  above  historic  averages,  but  also  above  1971-1987  average 
temperatures.  1987-1989  November  temperatures  averaged  41.1  F  (1.1  degrees  above 
the  historic  average  and  .6  degrees  above  the  1970-1986  average  temperature). 

1987- 1989  Decembers  were  the  exception  with  temperatures  averaging  27.2,  .3  degrees 
beiow  the  historic  average  and  .4  degrees  below  1970-1986  average  temperature.  The 

1988- 1990  January  average  temperature  was  30.4i'F,  an  amazing  5.6  degrees  above  the 
historic  average  January  temperature  and  7,6  degrees  above  the  1971-1987  average 
temperature.  The  1988-1990  February  average  temperature  was  25. 4u‘F,  .8  degrees 
above  the  historic  average  and  .4  degrees  above  the  1971-1987  average  temperature. 
The  1987-1989  annual  average  temperature  was  48.5  F  which  is  1.2  degrees  above  the 
historic  annual  average  of  47.3  "F  and  .6  degrees  above  the  1970-1986  annual  average 
temperatures. 
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In  conclusion,  when  November,  December,  January,  February,  and  annual  temperature 
averages  are  compared  to  the  interval  of  increasing  wintering  herons,  8  times  out  of 
10  times  the  average  temperature  increase  in  response  to  a  correspondingly  greater 
abundance  in  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons. 

Admittedly,  these  average  temperature  increases  (although  consistent)  are  small, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  birds  have  proven  to  be  sensitive  indicators  of 
subtle  changes  in  the  environment.  Will  the  change  in  wintering  habits  of  the  Great 
Blue  Heron  be  to  "Global  Warming"  what  the  near  extinction  of  the  American  Bald 
Eagle  was  to  DDT? 

Observer  bias  is  a  factor  in  any  data  that  is  not  collected  randomly.  Does  the 
increase  in  numbers  of  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons  simply  reflect  improved  coverage 
by  birders  and  the  recent  increased  interest  in  birding  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Region?  Certainly  even  one  consistently  active  birder  in  a  key  wintering  heron  area 
that  is  not  normally  frequented  by  birders  in  winter  could  bias  a  region's  heron 
data.  Odmund  Olsen  or  Don  Endres  at  Iroquois  NWR  is  a  good  example.  This  is  one 
reason  the  data  analysis  was  restricted  to  January  and  February  when  these  locations 
are  usually  frozen.  However,  over  all,  the  coverage  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region 
has  been  fairly  consistent,  because  B.O.S.  records  of  other  bird  species  do  not  seem 
to  show  an  increase  in  numbers  similar  to  that  of  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons. 

Biological  and  behavioral  adaptations  may  now  allow  Great  Blue  Herons  to  winter  at 
higher  latitudes.  Since  biological  adaptations  to  harsher  climate  (such  as  an 
increase  in  metabolic  rate)  are  difficult  to  measure,  only  a  few  behavioral 
adaptations  will  be  discussed. 

An  example  of  a  possible  wintering  adaptation  would  be  a  change  in  diet  to  a  food 
of  higher  energy  content  or  a  food  that  is  more  rapidly  digested.  Research 
biologist  Richard  Melechi  in  his  unpublished  paper  on  "Neck-banned  Canada  Geese  in 
the  Atlantic  Flyway"  explains  how  diet  has  changed  the  wintering  behavior  of  Canada 
Geese : 


"Traditionally,  Canada  Geese  have  fed  primarily  on  aquatic  and  moist 
soil  vegetation.  This  green  diet,  often  referred  to  as  browse,  is  still 
the  mainstay  of  the  Canada  Goose  during  warm  weather  and  on  its  breeding 
grounds.  However,  beginning  in  the  1940  s,  Canada  Geese  began  to 
utilize  waste  grain  (corn,  soybeans  etc.)  to  supplement  their  diet. 

This  shift  has  had  a  variety  of  repercussions,  perhaps  the  most 
pronounced  being  the  ability  of  the  geese  to  withstand  more  severe 
winter  temperatures.  This  is  possible  because  of  the  higher  energy 
content  of  these  grains  compared  to  browse.  Changes  in  habitat  go  hand 
in  hand  with  changes  in  diet." 

Although  Great  Blue  Herons  are  carnivores  (rather  than  herbivores)  it  is  possible 
a  behavioral  adaptation  such  as  a  change  in  diet  to  a  higher  energy  food  could 
sustain  the  herons  through  colder  winters.  A  change  would  be  expected  in  the  diet 
of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  in  winter  because  certain  cold-blooded  animals  become 
inactive  during  cold  weather  and  become  easily  obtainable  prey  while  others  remain 
more  active  or  hibernate  in  a  safe  place. 

A  change  of  diet  to  a  smaller  sized  food  would  also  be  an  excellent  survival 
mechanism  during  winter.  Since  the  Great  Blue  Heron  swallows  its  food  whole  the 
rate  of  digestion  depends  on  the  size  of  the  prey.  Small  prey  have  a  greater 
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surface  to  volume  ratio  and  can  be  digested  much  more  rapidly,  and  therefore, 
produce  energy  at  a  much  faster  rate  than  large  prey.  The  number  of  wintering  gulls 
on  the  Niagara  River  attests  to  the  abundant  food  supply.  According  to  Andrle 
(1977)  "The  Niagara  River  is  largely  ice-free  in  winter  and  provides  a  year-round 
source  of  food  for  gulls  ...  The  abundance  of  small  fish,  such  as  shiners 
(Notropis),  alewives  (Pomolobus),  gizzard  shade  (Osmerus)  in  the  Niagara  and  the 
Great  Lakes  attracts  these  multitudes  of  gulls..."  Also,  a  higher  number  of  gulls 
fishing  over  the  Niagara  River  in  winter  (compared  to  summer)  might  attest  to  the 
fact  that  these  smaller  fish  are  moving  more  slowly  and  are  easier  to  catch  in 
winter . 

Besides  the  type  of  food  (energy  density  of  the  food)  and  the  size  of  the  food, 
the  amount  of  food  and  time  of  ingestion  may  also  be  important  to  winter  survival. 
During  the  long  cold  winter  months  birds  are  most  vulnerable.  According  to  the 
National  Weather  Service  Office  at  Buffalo,  around  the  time  of  the  winter  solstice, 
this  latitude  endures  15  hour  nights  while  the  period  of  daylight  is  only  9  hours. 

If  a  heron  cannot  obtain  enough  energy  from  its  food  to  maintain  a  minimum  body- 
temperature  it  could  die  of  exposure.  Biological  adaptations  (such  as  a  larger 
stomach)  that  allow  the  bird  to  increase  its  nightly  energy  reserve  would  be  an 
adoptive  advantage  during  long  cold  winter  nights. 

A  change  in  time  of  ingestion  to  nocturnal  hours  would  be  a  successful  strategy  in 
surviving  long  cold  winter  nights  in  high  latitudes.  In  discussing  winter  habits  of 
Great  Blue  Herons  along  the  coast  of  Georgia  Walter  Erichsen  (1921)  states: 

"At  sundown,  or  a  little  before,  numbers  of  these  stately  birds  can  be 
seen  slowly  winging  their  way  toward  the  forested  portions  of  the 
islands,  there  to  spend  the  night.  They  become  much  attached  to  these 
roosting  places  and  will  not  desert  them  as  long  as  their  aspect  remains 
unchanged  and  the  birds  are  not  greatly  prosecuted." 

Although  winter  herons  in  Georgia  may  roost  "at"  or  "before"  sundown,  personal 
observation  indicates  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons  in  New  York  appear  to  leave  their 
roost  to  feed  at  sunset.  The  nocturnal  feeding  of  these  northerly  herons  could 
explain  their  increase  in  winter,  if  this  is  a  new  behavioral  adaption. 

Reduction  and  destruction  of  the  Great  Blue  Herons  winter  habitat  has  placed 
pressure  on  the  heron  population  as  well  as  other  bird  species.  Land  development  in 
the  "sun  belt"  of  the  United  States  (especially  Florida)  central  America,  and  the 
Caribbean  Islands  has  reduced  avian  habitat.  All  of  these  areas  have  records  of 
banding  recoveries  of  Great  Blue  Herons  that  breed  in  the  northeastern  United  States 
(Palmer  1962).  Species  like  the  Great  Blue  Heron  have  experienced  the  greatest 
amount  of  developmental  pressure  because  of  the  more  rapid  pace  of  waterfront 
development  and  wetland  destruction. 

An  important  factor  in  explaining  why  we  can  now  find  a  compact  group  of  34 
wintering  Great  Blue  Herons  on  Motor  Island  (42'  58  N  latitude)  in  the  Niagara  River 
is  the  availability  of  open  water.  Because  of  its  rapid  current  the  Niagara  River 
never  completely  freezes  over.  Warm  water  entering  the  Niagara  River  from  the 
Niagara  Mohawk-Hunt  1 y  electrical  generating  plant  and  Chevrolet  (which  are  both  a 
fraction  of  a  mile  from  Motor  Island)  also  probably  help  make  the  environment 
conducive  to  wintering  herons. 
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Conclusion 

A  study  of  the  total  number  of  Great  Blue  Herons  from  1963  to  1990  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February  indicates  an  increase  in  wintering  Great  blue  Herons. 
This  increase  is  broken  up  into  three  time  intervals:  1963-1970  with  an  average  of 
2.38  herons  per  winter.  1971-1987  with  an  average  of  6.88  herons  per  winter,  and 
1988-1990  with  a  significant  average  of  44.0  herons  per  winter.  The  wintering 
status  has  changed  from  rare  to  common  for  a  competent  observer  at  the  proper  time 
and  place.  Between  1964-1987  observations  were  mainly  single  herons  with  only  25% 
of  the  Januarys  containing  pairs  of  herons  and  8%  of  the  Januarys  containing  groups 
of  more  than  two  herons.  During  the  same  time  period  only  12%  of  the  Februarys  have 
reports  of  two  or  more  herons.  Between  1988-1990  large  groups  (as  many  as  34)  of 
Great  Blue  Herons  have  been  found  on  Motor  Island  in  the  Niagara  River. 

It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  change  in  abundance  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  in 
winter.  An  increase  in  average  temperature  is  probably  a  factor,  but  a  subjective 
analysis  of  monthly  heron  counts  with  temperature  did  not  seem  to  show  a  significant 
positive  correlation.  Temperature  may  be  more  important  as  a  triggering  mechanism. 
For  example,  February  1979,  averaging  14.9°F,  was  the  coldest  ever  and  the  next 
February  was  the  only  February  between  1971-1990  not  to  have  any  Great  Blue  Herons. 
1987  was  the  warmest  year  since  1952  and  since  1987  wintering  heron  numbers  have 
dramatically  increased.  February  1989  was  colder  than  average  (22.7'  ,  -1.8)  yet  a 
group  of  31  herons  was  reported.  This  is  probably  because  January  1989  averaging 
31.30F  was  the  warmest  January  in  39  years,  and  the  March  migration  was  soon 
approaching. 

Besides  temperature  and  climate  there  are  other  factors  that  could  possibly 
influence  wintering  Great  Blue  Herons  and  some  may  be  worthy  of  further 
investigation.  A  few  examples  are  various  behavioral  and  biological  adaptations, 
pressure  caused  by  the  reduction  of  normal  winter  habitat  further  south,  the  effect 
of  industrialization,  and  changes  in  eating  habits  or  food  supply  of  the  Great  Blue 
Heron . 
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Myles  Firey 
P.0.  Box  278 
Eden,  NY  14057-0278 


******** 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Bu  f  f  >i  1  o ,  New  Y or  k , 


Oct.  10  Annual  Organizational  Meeting. 

Oct-  24  Dr.  An  dr  1  e  -  !iQull5;|: 

Nov ,  14  Jerry  Farrell  -"Bird  Banding." 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  14:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  8. 
Gerry  Rising  (689-8301). 

Oct,  21:  Sunday.  Iroquois  Nation  Wildlife  Refuge,  Meet  at  8  am  at  Amherst 

Book  World  (former  Citibank)  just  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Oct,  26-28:  Federation  of  NY3  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Riverhead  L.I.. 

Oct.  27:  SATURDAY  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  shoreline.  Meet  at  Tops  Market  in 
Lewiston  at  8  am.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Nov.  4:  Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8  am.  Leader  to 
be  announced. 

Nov.  18:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  8.  waterfowl.  This  is  a  joint  trip 

with  the  GOS  (Rochester).  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the 
parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  & 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 
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**###### 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
fol lowing  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Sharon  Sisti 
302  Lexington  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14222 
885-5288 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  8  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Halvorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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THE  MONTH:  September  1990 

September  1990  served  its  normal  role  as  transition  month  from  summer  to 
fall,  but  this  year  the  change  was  abrupt  and  exactly  at  mid-month.  Clear 
evidence  of  this  is  provided  by  temperatures:  average  for  the  full  month  was 
61.7°,  just  0.4°  below  normal;  but  average  for  the  first  15  days  was  67°  and 
the  last  15  was  57°.  Rainfall  totaled  3.6  inches,  only  0.2  inches  above  aver¬ 
age,  but  every  weekend  in  the  month  had  at  least  some  rain. 

A  major  thunderstorm  on 
the  15th  with  downburst 
winds  near  Transit  and 
Clarence  Center  Roads  that 
did  considerable  damage 
signaled  the  transition  to 
cooler  weather. 

The  first  killing  frost 
of  the  year  was  recorded 
in  the  Southern  Tier  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th 
with  temperatures  in  some 
areas  dipping  into  the 
20s.  A  less  severe  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  frost  even 
reached  into  some  Buffalo 
suburbs . 

Six  of  the  nine  fronts  that  marched  through  the  region  came  from  the  south¬ 
west,  the  other  three  from  the  northwest  (2nd  and  30th)  and  west  (19th) . 
Because  southbound  migrants  are  only  assisted  by  winds  with  some  north  in 
them,  we  might  better  look  at  the  days  on  which  such  winds  prevailed.  During 
the  first  half  of  the  month  only  the  2nd  (NW)  and  3rd  (NE)  had  such  winds,  but 
half  of  the  days  after  the  15th  had  winds  with  at  least  some  north  in  them. 
These  days  were  the  16th  and  17th  (N) ,  the  19th,  20th,  and  23rd  (WNW  by  W) , 
the  29th  (N)  and  30th  (WNW) . 

A  major  task  set  for  this  column  is  interpretation  of  the  effects  of 
weather  on  local  bird  populations.  I  find  this  especially  difficult  to  do 
this  month  so  I  will  organize  some  of  the  data  and  invite  the  reader  to  specu- 


On  this  chart  rainfall  of  0.1  inch  or  more  is  reported 
above  the  baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through, 
the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  longer  vertical  lines 
running  from  the  horizontal  axis  week  divisions:  thus  the 
1st  was  a  Saturday,  the  2nd  a  Sunday.  Buffalo  data. 
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late  on  it  with  me.  In  doing  so,  we  must  take  into  account  such  things  as  the 
lack  of  systematic  coverage  of  the  region  and  especially  the  thinner  coverage 
on  weekdays.  (For  this  reason,  on  the  chart,  Saturdays  as  Sa  and  Sundays  as 
Su  are  identified. ) 


Date 

Wind 

First  Fall  Records 

High  Counts 

Last  Fall  Records 

1  Sa. 

Eastern  Kingbird 

2  Su 

NW 

Solitary  Vireo 

Least  Bittern 

Front 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

Yellow  Warbler 

3 

NE 

Magnolia  Warbler  20 

Gr. Crested  Flycatcher 

4 

5 

6 

Nighthawk  160 

7 

Lesser  Golden-Plover 

Forster's  Tern 

8  Sa 

Philadelphia  Vireo  4 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

9  Su 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

Caspian  Tern 

10 

Chimney  Swict  256 

11 

12 

Upland  Sandpiper 

Prairie  Warbler 

13 

14 

Pine  Siskin 

Chimney  Swift  340 

15  Sa 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Sanderling  66 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

16  Su 

N 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Bank  Swallow 

Buf f-breasted  Sandpiper 
Red-necked  Phalarope 
Franklin's  Gull 

Pine  Warbler 

Cliff  Swallow 

17 

N 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

18 

White-throated  Sparrow 

19 

WNW  W 

Front 

20 

WNW  W 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

Double-cr . Cormorant  149 

21 

Dunlin 

Common  Tern  460 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
White-crowned  Sparrow 

White-throated  Sparrow  16 

22  Sa 

Winter  Wren 

Lesser  Golden-Plover  51 

Warbling  Vireo 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

Sanderling  64 

American  Pipit 

Brown  Creeper  10 

Northern  Parula 

Winter  Wren  5 

23  Su 

WNW  W 

American  Wigeon  98 

Purple  Martin  10,000 

No . Rough-winged  Swallow  200 

Least  Flycatcher 

24 

25 

Purple  Martin  1000 

26 

Lesser  Scaup 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  5 

27 

28 

American  Wigeon  77 

Turkey  Vulture  31 

American  Coot  200 

29  Sa 

Front 

Snow  Goose 

Ring-necked  Duck  23 

N 

Hermit  Thrush 

Palm  Warbler 

American  Coot  187 

30  Su 

WNW 

Front 

Common  sense  suggests  two  hypotheses:  (1)  that  northerly  winds  bring 
species  in  and  take  them  out  producing  first  and  last  dates,  and  (2)  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  periods  between  such  winds,  populations  build  up  in  wait  for  the  next 
north  wind.  The  2nd,  16th,  and  29th  speak  positively  to  (1)  and  the  period 
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from  the  20th  to  the  28th  provides  some  evidence  for  (2) .  (Note  in  this 
regard  that  WNW  W  —  my  abbreviation  for  west  northwest  by  west  —  winds  have 
very  little  north  in  them. )  But  an  equally  strong  case  could  be  made  from 
this  chart  for  an  anti-weather  hypothesis:  that  the  birds  simply  drift  through 
with  little  or  no  influence  from  the  weather.  The  fact  that  only  six  days  in 
the  whole  month  have  no  entries  at  all  gives  support  to  this  hypothesis. 

Of  course  the  answers  are  much  more  complex  than  this.  We  almost  certainly 
have  a  number  of  additional  factors  operating  here:  the  differing  peaks  of 
instinctive  drives  for  individual  species  and  even  adults  and  young  of  the 
same  species,  movements  of  birds  through  this  area  that  are  west  to  east 
(swallows?)  or  even  east  to  west  (cormorants?),  and  the  surely  gratuitous  and 
quite  spontaneous  build-up  of  groups  of  birds  in  a  local  area.  The  best  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  last  was  the  spectacular  gathering  of  hoards  of  Purple  Martins 
noted  separately  by  Dick  Collins  and  Bill  Watson  on  the  23rd.  Yes,  birds  of  a 
feather  do  flock  together,  but  no  similar  counts  of  this  species  have  been 
noted  in  recent  years. 


In  the  following 

table 

are 

summarized  September  vireo  and 

warbler  records. 

Table  entries  are  the  sum 

of 

records 

over 

three 

day 

intervals 

About  90 

g. 

o 

Species  \  Dates :  | 

1-3  | 

4-6 

1  7-9  | 

10-12 

13-15 

I  16-18  |  19-21  | 

22-24 

25-27  | 

28-30 

Solitary  Vireo 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

l 

1 

1 

2 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Warbling  Vireo 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2 

0 

4 

2 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

5 

4 

'  5 

1 

0 

6 

1 

1 

5 

0 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tennessee  Warbler 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

6 

8 

0 

1 

0 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Northern  Parula 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

3 

0 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

13 

4 

2 

6 

0 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Bl.-th.  Blue  Warbler 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

5 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

8 

4 

Bl-th.  Green  Warbler 

3 

8 

7 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Pine  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Prairie  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Palm  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

2 

2 

3 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cerulean  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bl.-and-Wh.  Warbler 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

American  Redstart 

8 

1 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Ovenbird 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Northern  Watert  rush 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Louis.  Waterthrush 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mourning  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1 

6 

4 

0 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

Hooded  Warbler 

) 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Wilson's  Warbler 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

5  9 

4  4 

6  4 

4  5 

5 

3  4 

2  6 

3  2 

3  7 

2  3 

of  them  were  reported  by  three  individuals,  Linda  Holmes,  Elizabeth  Brooks, 
and  William  Watson,  who  not  only  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  field  and 
also  made  their  results  available  in  useful  form.  The  chart  summary  is  only 
approximate.  When  a  reporter  enters  a  check,  I  can  only  count  it  as  one 
individual;  when  the  report  summarizes  a  species  as  seen  1-20,  maximum  5  on 
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the  10th,  my  solution  has  been  to  enter  one  bird  on  each  of  those  dates 
except  the  10th  where  I  enter  5:  a  reasonable  compromise  perhaps  but  not  a 
very  satisfactory  solution.  While  these  solutions  may  inflate  or  deflate 
the  chart  totals  slightly  overall,  I  believe  that  they  do  not  do  great 
violence  to  them.  My  own  field  experience  this  fall  suggests  that  check 
marks  often  did  mean  one  individual.  In  any  case  these  numbers  surely 
represent  a  very  poor  passage  for  these  magnificent  songbirds. 

The  month  produced  few  unusual  species.  Two  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
turned  up  late  in  the  month  as  did  a  Red  Phalarope.  Two  or  more  Sabine's 
Gulls  returned  to  the  Niagara  River  off  Bird  Island  on  the  25th.  Bob 
Sundell  identified  from  their  call  notes  5  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  migrating 
over  Jamestown  on  the  night  of  the  26th  and  a  late  Prairie  Warbler  was  last 
recorded  near  its  breeding  area  in  the  Southern  Tier  on  the  12th. —  G. Rising 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  wet  i f i cat i on  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  llew  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontar ioCB.Q.S.  198*4)  has  been  received  aid  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

FDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


Name  of  Bird 

ie£t 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

9 

74 

Rock  Pt .  PP 

Watson 

it 

10.21 

1,1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundel 1 

<i 

16 

14 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundel 1 

n 

20 

149 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

M 

1 

Iroquois  NVP 

Rober  son 

II 

L»  i 

50 

Buffalo 

Roberson 

Least  Bi tte  n 

2L 

r\ 

Tifft  flP 

Watson  (BOS; 

Great  Egret 

29 

*6 

Tonawanda  WHA 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,10,23 

3,6.11 

Buffalo 

Watson  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

1  l 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

Many  observers 

Snow  Goose 

m 

3 

Iroquois  NWF: 

Watson,  Chilton 

Green -winged  Teal 

La 

20 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  (BOS) 

Northern  Pintai 1 

10 

1 

Greenhurst 

Sundel 1 

H 

16 

Li 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  (BOS) 

it 

16 

1 

Tifft  NP 

D  Anna  et  al . 

Northern  Shove ler 

Li  Li 

o 

Li 

Tifft  NP 

D  Anna,  DiTommaso 

H 

29 

La 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Gadwa 1 1 

1 

1  - 

Can.  L.  Erie  shore 

Rising,  Watson 

n 

7,10,23 

4.4.2 

Greenhurst 

Sundel 1 

it 

16 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

10.23 

5,5 

Greenhurst 

Sundel 1 

N 

16 

24 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson  (BOS) 

II 

1*.  /s 
^0 

98 

Tifft  NP 

Watson 
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Name  o i  Bird 
American  Wigeon 
Ring-necked  Duck 

H 

a 

Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Merganser 

N 

Red-br.  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 

N 

N 

a 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

H 

Cooper  s  Hawk 
« 

■ 

Broad-winged  Hawk 
American  Coot 

N 

#Lesser  Golden-Plover 

M 

" 

H 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Upland  Sandpiper 
Red  Knot 

a 

N 

M 

Sander  1 ing 

»teatern  Sflndp.iper 

N 

Least  Sandpiper 
White-r.  Sandpiper 
Baird  s  Sandpiper 

H 

Dunlin 

N 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

H 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

H 

N 

a 

M 

#Red  Phalarope 
*Frankl in  s  Gull 
Little  Gull 


Number 

28 

77 

1 SSL 

6 

22 

19 

22 

4 

26F 

1 

1 

1 

30 

2 

21 

1 

28 

31 

2 

1 

6 

1,1 

16 

tL 

28 

5 

o 

15 

■a 

s3 

16 

2  imm. 

28 

1  1mm. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

25 

1 

9F 

3 

28 

200 

29 

187 

7F 

1 

8,22 

3,50 

22 

1 

29 

A 

£ 

28 

1 

30 

1 

12L 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8,9,11 

1 

14 

1 

15,22 

66,64 

1 

1 

1 

2 

29 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

9 

1 

21F 

1 

22,25 

1 

16F 

1 

22 

1 

16F 

1 

16F 

3 

23 

2 

25 

5 

28,30 

o 

Lt 

2A l 

1 

16F 

1 

9 

2 

15 

1 

Location 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Bird  Is  Pier 
Bertie  Twp,  Ont 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Buckhorn  Is.  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tiff t  NP 

Machais,  Franklinvl. 
Iroq.  NWR  8.  vicin. 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Iroq.  NWR  &  vicin. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Ward  Twp 
Bertie  Twp,  Ont 
Iroq.  NWR  &  vicin. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Prendergast  Pt 
Dunnvi 1 le  Twp, Ont 
Clarence  Twp 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Tifft  NP 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Clarence  Twp 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Rock  Pt.  PP 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
Prendergast  Pt 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Clarence  Twp 
Dunnvi 1 le  Twp,  Ont 
Nia-on-Lake 
Smithville,  Ont 
Tifft  NP 
Tifft  NP 
Tifft  NP 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Bertie  Twp,  Ont 
Buffalo 
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Observer 

Roberson 
Watson  (BOS) 

Watson 

Watson 

Roberson 

Watson,  Rising 

Watson,  Lange  (BOS) 

Watson 

Roberson 

Watson  (BOS) 

Holmes 

Watson  (BOS) 

Roberson 

Chilton,  Schaffner 
Watson  (BOS) 

Roberson 
Watson  (BOS) 

Chilton,  Schaffner 
Brooks 

Watson,  D  Anna 
Roberson 
Watson 
Sundel I 
Chilton 
Collins 
Watson 
Burch  (EABC) 

Lange  (BOS) 

G&D  Rising 
Watson  et  al 
Chilton,  Schaffner 
Watson,  Rew  et  al 
D  Anna 
Watson 

D  Anna,  Watson  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
Watson 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
Watson,  D  Anna 
Sundel 1 

Watson,  Chilton 
Watson,  Rising(BOS) 
Chi  1  ton 
Bel lerby 
Bel lerby 

Watson,  Col  I  ins  et  al 
Andrle  et  al 
Burch(EABC)  Lange 
Sundel 1 
Sundel 1 

Watson,  D  Anna 
Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Little  Gull 
»3,abing.  .s  gy-LL 

N 

Caspian  Tern 

n 

Common  Tern 
Forster  s  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Common  Nighthawk 

il 

Whip-poor-wi 1 1 
Chimney  Swift 

fi 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 
Red  headed  Wdpkr . 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

fl 

Eastern  Pewee 
Least  Flycatcher 
Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Purple  Martin 

II 

II 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 
Bank  Swal low 
Cliff  Swa 1 1 ow 
Barn  Swal low 
Tufted  Titmouse 

H 

II 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

H 

N 

Brown  Creeper 
Carol ina  Wren 

II 

Winter  Wren 
Colden-cr.  Kinglet 

H 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

H 

M 

II 

Hermit  Thrush 
American  Pi p i t 

H 

Sol i tary  Vireo 


Sept 

Number 

30 

1 

25 

2 

28 

0 

i 

2 

9L 

1 

21 

M 

7F 

3 

25 

3 

1 ,13,26 

29,38,4 

5,6,25 

14,160,10 

3 

1 

10,22 

256,340 

14 

590 

22 

1 

1 

3 

9F 

1 

A  -1 

'■s 

L  1 

c 

30 

1 

23L 

1 

3L 

1 

1L 

8 

23 

6000 

23 

10000 

25 

1000 

23 

200 

16L 

4 

16L 

6 

29 

3 

1-30 

1-2 

8 

1 

29 

A\ 

L 

/ 

Cj 

l 

i 

l 

28 

1 

22F 

10 

2,8 

l 

10,27 

i,i 

22  F 

5 

29 

1 

22F 

5 

24 

A 

£ 

20  F 

1 

21 

1 

15L 

1 

21F 

OO 

4m»Ct 

Cm 

1 

1 

i -.0 

26 

5 

29F 

1 

22F 

1 

29 

1 

2F,8 

1,1 

21,27 

1,1 

Location 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Moulton  Twp,  Ont 
Niag.  Fal Is,  Ont 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Tonawanda  Twp 
over  Hamburg 
Charlotte  Twp 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Ft.  Niagara  SP 
Crescent  Bch,  Ont 
Tonawanda  Twp 
East  Aurora 
Alfred  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Niag.  Pen  in,  Ont 
Niagara  River 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Goat  Is. 

Barcelona  Harbor 
Barcelona  Harbor 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Amity  I  ake 
Tifft  NP 
Iroquois  NWR 
East  Aurora 
Niagara  Falls 
Iroquois  NWR 
Porter  Twp 
Tifft  NP 
East  Aurora 
Porter  Twp 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Porter  Twp 
A I fred  Twp 
Al fred  Twp 
Buckhorn  Is.  SP 
Four  Mile  Creek  SP 
Alfred  Twp 
Ft.  Niagara  SP 
Tifft  NP 
over  Jamestown 
Golden  Hills  SP 
Clarence  Twp 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Tifft  NP 
East  Aurora 


Observer 

Bel lerby 
Chilton 
Yoerg 
Sun del  1 

Watson,  D  Anna 
Bel lerby 
Sundel 1 
Chi  1  ton 
Hess 
Andr le 
Rew,  Buck 
Watson 
D  Anna 
B  Anna  et  a! 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 

Hess 

Holmes 

Brooks 

Col  1  ins  et  al 
D  Anna,  Potter 
Rising  et  al 
Watson  et  al 
Col  1  ins  et  a! 

Chi  1  ton 
Watson,  Galas 
Sundel I 
Sundel 1 
Watson 

Pitzrick,  Adams 
Watson 
Watson 
Holmes 
Roberson 
Roberson 
D  Anna  et  al 
Rising,  Watson  et  al 
Holmes 
B  Anna  et  a  I 
Chi  I  tori 
0  Anna  et  al 
Brooks 
Brooks 
Watson 
0  Anna 
Brooks 
Potter 

Watson,  Collins  et  a  I 

Sundel I 

Chi  1  ton 

Col  1  ins 

Rew,  Horbett 

Watson,  Rising  et  al 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

16L 

1 

Newstead  Twp 

Watson  (BOS) 

Warb 1 ing  Vireo 

22L 

2 

Porter  Twp 

D  Anna  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2F 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna,  Potter 

II 

2F,8 

1,1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  et  al 

H 

8 

-*v 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

8L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Rising,  Watson 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

15F 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

N 

23 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Col  1  ins  et  al 

N 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Northern  Parula 

22F 

2 

Porter  Twp 

D'Anna  et  al 

H 

23 

1 

Goat  Is. 

Watson,  Galas 

II 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

U 

28 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

tf 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ye  1  low  Warbler 

2L 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson(BOS) 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Magnol ia  Warbler 

3 

lObanded 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2 

1 

Tifft  NP 

Watson  (BOS) 

M 

8 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

23 

1 

Goat  Is. 

Watson  et  al 

Pine  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Col  1  ins,  Galas  (BOS) 

Prairie  Warbler 

iZl 

1PDBA 

Amity  Lake 

Pi tzr ick 

Palm  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Rew,  Horbett 

Ovenbird 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Hooded  Warbler 

18 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

H 

28L 

1 

Pomfret  Twp 

Mosher 

Wi Ison  s  Warbler 

28 

1 

A1 fred  Twp 

Brooks 

Canada  Warbler 

15 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

D  Anna 

Scarlet  Tanager 

27 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Savannah  Sparrow 

29 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Rew,  Horbett 

Lincoln  s  Sparrow 

17F 

1  fr.  dead 

Buffalo 

D  Anna 

H 

20 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

II 

29 

1 

Golden  Hills  SP 

Chi  1  ton 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

18F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

M 

21 

16 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

21F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Watson 

It 

22 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 

Potter  et  al 

Bobol ink 

28L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Pine  Siskin 

lzfi,9- 

■30  1 

Eden  Twp  (f) 

Andr 1 e 

It 

14F 

3 

Nia-on-Lake 

Bel lerby 

23 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 
Total  for  year  . 
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270 
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1990  U.  S.  F.  &  G.  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
for  Western  Mew  York 


by  Walter  Klabunde 

Since  1967,  members  and  friends  of  B.O.S.  have  cooperated  annually  in  this 
breeding  bird  survey.  Essentially,  the  procedure  (  see  Prothonotary  Vol.  33  No.  15, 
PP  123-7  [1967]  and  Vol.  34  No.  10  p.  12  [1968])  involves  the  recording  of  all  birds 
seen  or  heard  in  three  minutes  at  each  of  50  stops  a  half  mile  apart  on  a  defined 
route  by  one  observer  starting  a  half  hour  before  sunrise  on  any  day  in  June.  There 
are  18  routes  in  Western  Mew  York.  In  ten  years  including  this  year  all  routes  were 
covered.  One  route  was  missed  on  each  of  eight  years  while  two  were  missed  on  five 
other  years,  in  1982,  when  more  than  four  routes  were  not  covered,  the  survey  was 
e 1 imi nated. 

Thanks  to  Jerry  Rising,  this  year  and  from  now  on  all  data  will  be  handled  by 
computer.  Also  all  past  data  for  the  18  routes  is  in  process. 

The  following  listing  shows  the  observers  and  assistants  for  each  route.  In 
addition  to  welcoming  Dave  Ebert  as  a  new  assistant,  it  is  time  to  acknowledge  four 
of  our  cooperators  who  have  been  in  the  program  from  the  beginning,  namely:  Doris 
Burton,  Clarence  K1 i ngensmi th ,  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton  and  Robert  A.  Sundell.  Robert 
is  the  only  one  who  has  been  the  observer  each  and  every  year  (route  062). 


ROUTE _  _ _ Cooperator 


ta. 

Name 

Observer 

ft3Si.glflC.fc 

045 

Phillip's  Creek 

Doris  Burton 

None 

046 

Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks 

Clarence  Klingensmith 

052 

Mt  Morris 

Douglas  Bassett 

None 

053 

Hamburg 

William  Bogack i 

None 

054 

West  Seneca 

Joseph  Di Domini co 

Diane  DiDominico 

055 

Gainsvi 1 le 

John  Milton 

David  Ebert 

056 

Cattaraugus 

Timothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton 

057 

East  Java 

Davis  Junkin 

Marty  Junkin 

058 

Cast i 1 e 

Douglas  Bassett 

None 

059 

Randol f 

T  mothy  Baird 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton 

060 

Centerv i 1 1 e 

Wavel  Barber 

Maxine  Barber 

061 

Sher i dan 

Terry  Mosher 

Joseph  Gates  Jr . 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell 

None 

063 

Nashvi 1 ] e 

Robert  M,  Wagner 

Edi th  Wagner 

064 

St  Johnsburg 

Sharon  Sisti 

Roberta  McDonald 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

William  D  Anna 

Betsy  Potter 

066 

Byron 

David  Kel ler 

None 

111 

South  Vanda! i a 

Regina  M.  VanScoy 

Over  the  23  years  the  total  number  of  species  per  year  has  ranged  from  106  to  126 
with  114  as  the  median.  This  year  the  total  was  119  species.  Over  the  entire 
period,  168  species  were  recorded  including  one  hybrid  and  five  late  migrant.  This 
is  the  third  year  that  no  new  species  have  been  added.  The  other  two  years  were 
1980  and  1989 

For  the  past  seven  years  78  species  have  been  seen  every  year.  Because  no 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  recorded  this  year  the  number  is  now  77.  Nine  species 
have  only  been  missed  one  year,  three  missed  in  2  years  and  five  have  been  missed  in 
three  years.  Thirteen  species  have  only  been  recorded  once,  twelve  twice  and  three 
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species  were  recorded  three  times.  The  other  forty-six  species  were  recorded  in  4 
to  19  years. 

The  total  species  per  route  this  year  varied  from  41  to  75  with  61  as  the  median. 
Over  the  past  22  years  the  median  has  varied  from  52  to  60  so  this  years  median  has 
set  a  new  high. 

Table  I  shows  the  species  recorded  as  well  as  their  status  in  respect  to  numbers 
in  past  years,  also  the  total  as  well  as  the  percentage  of  routes  in  which  the 
species  were  recorded.  The  following  listing  shows  how  the  status  relates  to  rank 
in  the  23  years  as  well  as  the  number  of  species  in  each  status  shown  in 
parentheses. 


Status 

:  Rank 

Number 

H+ 

l 

(10) 

H+ 

7.8,9 

(17; 

L+ 

18,19,20 

(14) 

H 

28.3 

(22) 

M 

10,11,12,13,14 

(18; 

L 

218,22 

(5) 

H- 

4,5,6 

( 15) 

H- 

15,16,17 

(14; 

L- 

23 

(4) 

Table  II 

shows  those  species  whose 

totals  for 

the 

past  six  years 

or  more  have  al 1 

been  above 

the  23  year  median  to  be  considered  increasing,  or  below 

the 

median  to  be 

considered 

decreasing.  The  higher 

the  number 

the 

more  positive 

the 

trend.  By 

definition 

twelve  is  the  maximum.  Six  species 

(Ki  1 1 

deer,  Great  Horned 

Owl  ,  Eastern 

Kingbird,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  Warbling  Vireo  and  Indigo  Bunting;  had  to  be  deleted 
from  the  "increasing"  list  because  of  low  counts  this  year.  Sis  species  (Ring-n. 
Pheasant,  Upland  Plover,  Red~h.  Woodpecker,  Song  Sparrow,  Common  Crackle  and 
Brown-h.  Cowbird)  were  deleted  from  the  "decreasing"  list  while  Northern  Oriole  was 
added.  Unfortunately,  none  of  the  "decreasing"  dropouts  showed  any  improvement. 
They  just  failed  to  meet  this  decreasing  criteria. 


Table  II 


Species 

Yeats  Above 

Species 

Years  Be 

Increasing 

Median 

Decreasing 

Medi an 

Great  Blue  Heron 

8 

Norther  Flicker 

10 

Turkey  Vulture 

( 

Brown  Thrasher 

8 

Rock  Dove 

8 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

6 

Mourning  Dove 

10 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

11 

Tree  Swallow 

6 

Field  Sparrow 

( 

Blue  Jay 

9 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

-•% 

i 

American  Crow 

Hens  low  s  Sparrow 

8 

Red-b.  Nuthatch 

9 

Savannah  Sparrow 

12 

Eastern  Bluebird 

i 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

11 

Cedar  Waxwing 

6 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

10 

Yel low  Warbler 

11 

Northern  Oriole 

6 

Hooded  Warbler 

6 

House  Sparrow 

t> 

Northern  Cardinal 

9 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

8 

House  Finch 

10 

i  25 
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TABLE  I  . 


Species 

Status 

Total 

%  of 

Rt  e  s 

Species 

Status 

Total 

%  of 

Rt  &  s 

Great  Blue  Heron 

H- 

30 

77 

Brown  Creeper 

M+ 

2 

11 

Green-backed  Heron 

M- 

11 

44 

House  Wren 

L+ 

143 

94 

Canada  Goose 

H 

37 

33 

Marsh  Wren 

H 

7 

11 

Wood  Duck 

H- 

10 

27 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

M+ 

4 

16 

Mallard 

M+ 

35 

38 

Eastern  Bluebird 

H- 

16 

55 

Hooded  Merganser 

H- 

1 

5 

Veery 

L- 

33 

61 

Common  Merganser 

H 

1 

5 

Hermit  Thrush 

M+ 

5 

11 

Turkey  Vulture 

H 

17 

33 

Wood  Thrush 

L+ 

121 

94 

Northern  Harrier 

H 

8 

33 

American  Robin 

.  H+ 

1778 

100 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

M+ 

1 

5 

Gray  Catbird 

M+ 

195 

100 

Cooper's  Hawk 

H 

2 

11 

Northern  Mockingbird 

M+ 

2 

11 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

M+ 

2 

11 

Brown  Thrasher 

M- 

14 

55 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

H  + 

23 

55 

Cedar  Waxwing 

H+ 

376 

100 

American  Kestrel 

H- 

27 

66 

European  Starling 

H 

2788 

100 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

M- 

91 

44 

Solitary  Vireo 

M- 

2 

11 

Wild  Turkey 

H 

7 

11 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

M 

2 

5 

Sora 

H- 

1 

5 

Warbling  Vireo 

M 

41 

66 

Common  Moorhen 

M 

1 

5 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

M 

146 

100 

Killdeer 

M- 

161 

83 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

M+ 

18 

38 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

M- 

5 

11 

Yellow  Warbler 

H 

410 

100 

Upland  Sandpiper 

L+ 

1 

5 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

H- 

33 

61 

Common  Snipe 

L 

1 

5 

Magnolia  Warbler 

M 

9 

16 

Ring-billed  Gull 

H+ 

1607 

44 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

M 

1 

5 

Herring  Gull 

H 

1 

5 

Black-th.  Green  Warbler 

L+ 

14 

33 

Rock  Dove 

M+ 

437 

100 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

H 

13 

27 

Mourning  Dove 

H 

477 

100 

Prairie  Warbler 

H 

2 

5 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

L+ 

7 

22 

American  Redstart 

M 

22 

44 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

M 

3 

16 

Ovenbird 

H 

52 

77 

Eastern  Screech  Owl 

H- 

1 

5 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

M+ 

1 

5 

Great  Horned  Owl 

M 

2 

11 

Mourning  Warbler 

H- 

14 

33 

Barred  Owl 

M 

1 

5 

Common  Yellowthroat 

H 

282 

100 

Chimney  Swift 

M 

54 

61 

Hooded  Warbler 

H 

9 

27 

Ruby-throat .  Hummingbird 

H  + 

16 

50 

Canada  Warbler 

M- 

3 

16 

Belted  Kingfisher 

M  ‘ 

10 

27 

Scarlet  Tanager 

L+ 

21 

50 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

M- 

1 

5 

Northern  Cardinal 

H 

194 

100 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

M+ 

5 

16 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

M 

49 

77 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

H 

10 

16 

Indigo  Bunting 

M 

129 

77 

Downy  Woodpecker 

M+ 

36 

83 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

L- 

26 

44 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

M 

3 

16 

Chipping  Sparrow 

H- 

388 

100 

Northern  Flicker 

L 

30 

77 

Field  Sparrow 

L+ 

103 

94 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

M+ 

3 

16 

Vesper  Sparrow 

M 

19 

22 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

L- 

31 

61 

Savannah  Sparrow 

L+ 

317 

94 

Alder  Flycatcher 

M- 

16 

50 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

M- 

5 

16 

Willow  Flycatcher 

H 

103 

94 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

L+ 

2 

5 

Least  Flycatcher 

M- 

44 

72 

Song  Sparrow 

M- 

897 

100 

Eastern  Phoebe 

H- 

59 

83 

Swamp  Sparrow 

H- 

25 

38 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

M- 

35 

88 

White-throated  Sparrow 

M+ 

2 

5 

Eastern  Kingbird 

M 

77 

88 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

H- 

25 

50 

Horned  Lark 

L+ 

33 

16 

Bobolink 

H  + 

548 

100 

Purple  Martin 

L 

15 

16 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

Lr 

1915 

100 

Tree  Swallow 

H  + 

115 

88 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

L- 

166 

94 

N.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

L+ 

3 

11 

Common  Grackle 

L+ 

1174 

100 

Bank  Swallow 

L  + 

18 

33 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

L 

111 

94 

Cliff  Swallow 

H  + 

38 

22 

Northern  Oriole 

M- 

93 

100 

Barn  Swallow 

H- 

477 

100 

Purple  Finch 

H- 

22 

50 

Blue  Jay 

H  + 

166 

100 

House  Finch 

H 

254 

94 

American  Crow 

H  + 

978 

100 

Pine  Siskin 

H 

1 

5 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

M+ 

87 

100 

American  Goldfinch 

M 

424 

100 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

M  + 

3 

16 

House  Sparrow 

L 

786 

100 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

H 

18 

61 
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Septembers  Tifft  Field  Trip 

September  2,  1990  was  unseasonably  warm,  reaching  84°F  during  the  early  afternoon, 
as  a  predicted  cold  front  stalled  before  reaching  Western  New  York.  There  were 
many  scattered  clouds  in  the  morning,  but  there  was  partial  clearing  by  noon  when 
the  approaching  cold  front  temporarily  reversed. 

The  trip  got  off  to  a  slow  start  as  6  of  the  trips  15  participants  were  trapped 
for  25  minutes  behind  the  Ohio  Street  lift  bridge.  As  the  group  moved  slowly  along 
the  Service  Road  and  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  the  birds  were  unusually  quiet  and 
we  only  tallied  28  species  (with  only  one  warbler).  Some  interesting  birds  were: 
38  Blue-winged  Teal,  20  Green-winged  Teal,  1  Pied-billed  Grebe,  2  American  Wigeon, 
and  2  Least  Bitterns  supplied  by  Dave  Junkin  and  Bob  Andrle. 

The  Service  Road  at  the  south  end  of  Mosquito  Junction  proved  to  be  the  only 
birding  hot-spot  of  the  walk.  An  Osprey  flew  overhead.  In  the  trees  we  added 
Swainson  s  Thrush,  Gray  Catbird,  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Solitary  Vireo 
(an  exceptionally  early  migrant)  Nashville  Warbler  (2),  Chestnut-sided  Warbler, 
Magnolia  Warbler  (2),  Bay-breasted  Warbler  (2),  Blackpoll  Warbler,  and  the  first  2 
of  4  American  Redstarts;  while  listening  to  the  continual  singing  of  a  Carolina 
Wren! 

The  Carolina  Wren  led  the  group  of  birders  along  the  Service  Road  and  up  Warbler 
Walk  giving  many  of  the  birders  (with  the  exception  of  Ellen  Schopp)  excellent  looks 
at  it.  Along  Warbler  Walk  a  calling  Sora,  first  heard  by  Mike  Galas,  joined  the 
persistent  singing  of  the  Carolina  Wren.  Here  we  observed  Scarlet  Tanager,  Northern 
Cardinal,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  and  a  male  Canada  Warbler. 
However,  it  wasn  t  until  we  were  on  Old  Tifft  Street  that  we  saw  the  first 
Yel 1 ow-rumped  Warbler. 

On  Heritage  Boardwalk,  Marsh  Wren  and  Swamp  Sparrow  were  seen,  while  Art  Schaffner 
pointed  out  a  calling  Virginia  Rail  which  was  seen  by  Marian  Dornhaffer.  On  Rabbit 
run,  Don  Roberson  saw  a  Common  Ye  1 1  ow-throat  for  our  21st  warbler  individual  and 
12th  warbler  species.  This  location  also  produced  our  second  Canada  Warbler  (a 
female) . 

From  the  blind  at  Lisa  Pond  we  studied  a  dozen  and  a  half  Wood  Ducks  in  fall 
plumage,  3  Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  a  beautiful  (and  close)  male  Osprey  with  a 
large  Goldfish  tail  clutched  in  its  talons,  and  a  Cooper  s  Hawk,  which  was  pointed 
out  by  Tom  Insalaco  and  first  identified  by  Bob  Andrle. 

At  Times  Beach  we  saw  our  only  shore  bird  species,  eleven  Kill  deer.  Two  resting 
immature  Double-crested  Cormorants  gave  us  a  total  of  68  species  for  the  first  half 
of  the  day.  This  compares  very  favorably  with  the  previous  fall  trip  to  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  which  I  led  on  August  21,  1988,  and  had  59  species,  and  I  would 
certainly  like  to  thank  the  many  fine  birders  who  helped  me  on  this  trip.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  12  warbler  species  seen  on  this  year  s  trip  was  somewhat  of  a 
disappointment  after  having  18  warbler  species  while  scouting  Tifft  Nature  Preserve 
just  two  days  before  the  trip. 

Bi 1 1  Watson 
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B.O.S.  Iroquois  Trip,  Sept.  16,  1990 
Co- leaders  Bill  Watson  &  Mike  Galas 

Our  first  stop,  the  Clarence  Turf  Farms  treated  us  to  a  Buf f-breasted  Sandpiper, 
eight  Black-bellied  Plovers,  a  Lesser  Golden  Plover  and  two  Pectoral  Sandpipers. 

The  bridge  at  Koepsel  and  Cedar  held  Black-throated  Green,  Pine,  Chestnut-sided, 
Bay-breasted  and  Blackburnian  Warblers,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Yellow-throated  and 
Red-eyed  Vireo,  Wood  Pee  Wee,  White-breasted  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  Downy, 
Hairy  and  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers. 

Moving  on  to  the  Tonawancia  Wildlife  Management  Area,  we  encountered  a  Brown 
Creeper.  Common  Yel lowthroat ,  White-throated  Sparrow  and  Rusty  Blackbird  to  name  a 
few. 

Cayuga  Pool  held  82  American  Coot,  15  wigeon,  6  Gadwall,  2  Pintail,  both 
Green-winged  and  Blue-winged  Teal  plus  a  Common  Moorhen.  Above  the  pool  Turkey 
Vultures,  a  Northern  Harrier  and  in  the  distance  a  Bald  Eagle. 

The  Onondaga  Trial  treated  us  to  the  sight  and  sound  of  a  Barred  Owl.  The  owl  and 
the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  were  lifers  for  several  birders.  Near  the  washed-out 
bridge  on  Meadville  Road  we  observed  a  pair  of  Bob  White  Quail.  Unfortunately,  they 
may  be  released  birds.  However,  released  or  not,  they  were  exciting  to  hear  and 
see . 

At  Wood  Marsh,  we  added  Pied-billed  Grebe, Canada  Goose  and  several  Ring-necked 
Ducks.  Birders  who  took  Route  77  home  were  treated  to  a  Broad-winged  Hawk  and 
several  Great  Egrets  near  Ditch  Road. 

The  weather  was  only  fair  and  rain  threatened  most  of  the  day.  But  as  usual  the 
birds  and  birders  made  for  a  great  day.  Happy  Birding. 

Mike  Gal<is 


******** 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Paul  M.  Benham,  112  Linden  Ave.,  Kenmore,  NY  14206,  Tel,  877-5203 

Donald  &  Carol  Brasure,  64  Woodgate  Rd. ,  Tonawanda,  NY  14150,  Tel.  834-6171 

Dr.  Donald  &  Rivona  Ehrenreich,  66  Woodbury  Dr.,  Snyder,  NY  14226,  Tel,  835-1435 

Robert  E.  Lipp,  91  Ivy  Lea,  Tonawanda,  NY  14223,  Tel.  873-3426 

Please  note  the  following  address  change: 

William  &  Olive  Burch,  22  Branywine  DR,  Grand  Island,  NY  14072 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


Nov .  1  ‘l 
Dec.  12 

Nov .  18: 

Dec.  2: 

Dec.  16: 
Jan.  6: 

Jan.  13: 

Feb.  3: 

Feb.  24: 

Mar.  16: 

Mar .  24 : 

Apr .  14 : 


Jerry  Farrell  -"Bird  Banding." 

Holiday  Celebration.  Plan  to  attend  and  bring  your  favorite  treat 
to  share. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  Gulls  8,  waterfowl.  This  is  a  joint  trip 
with  the  G03  (Rochester).  Meet  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  at  9:30  am  in  the 
parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  8. 
Bob  Brock  of  BOS  (876-5862). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  then  Niagara  River  on  the  Canadian  side. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Bob  Andrle 
(896-5200). 

Sunday:  BOS  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Bob  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls  and  Fort  Erie  doe  hawks, 
then  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  8.  Busti.  Leaders: 
Bill  Burch  (773-3690)  8.  Art  Schaffner  (837-3237). 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This 
is  the  target  date  bur  any  date  between  January  12  and  20  inclusive 
is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Wavel  Barber 
( 683-3061 ) . 


Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  8.  Busti. 

Leader:  Ron  Lange  (649-7231). 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  8.  Busti  or 

at  9:15  at  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6  mi.  upriver 

from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  ( 1  -416-834-7541  )  8. 

Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 

SATURDAY.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D  Anna 

(1-731-4348). 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl. 
Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  8. 
Transit.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Sunday.  BOS  April  bird  count. 
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###### 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Diai-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Jane  Heyer 

296  Westchester  BLVD 
Kenmore,  NY  14217 
875-3318 


Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  <3  $.50  per  copy. 

Charles  Halvorsen 
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West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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THE  MONTH:  October  1990 

The  weather  of  October  1990  may  best  be  described  as  variable.  The  first 
week  and  several  days  in  mid-month  represented  Buffalo  weather  at  its  best, 
the  kind  of  comfortable  fall  days  that  too  many  Buffalonians  fail  to  recall 
when  outsiders,  who  think  that  the  winter  of  1977  is  standard  fare  here,  chide 
them  about  the  climate  of  this  region.  There  were  less  comfortable  days  too: 
a  rainy  second  week  and  temperatures  late  in  the  month  sloping  down  more  often 
into  the  40°s  and  30°s.  The  temperature  average  for  the  month,  52.5°F  was  one 

degree  above  average,  but  pre¬ 
cipitation  was  also  high:  the 
4.6  inches  total  1.7  inches 
above  the  weather  bureau  Octo¬ 
ber  average. 

The  first  freeze  of  the  sea¬ 
son  in  Buffalo  didn' t  occur  un¬ 
til  the  20th,  but  as  the  chart 
shows,  temperatures  dropped  be¬ 
low  freezing  on  the  26th  and 
into  the  20s  on  the  27th  and 
29th. 

The  balmy  weather  of  that 
first  week  was  accompanied  by 
strong  SW  winds  driven  across 
the  country  by  Tropical  Storm 
Raquel  off  Baja  Mexico.  This 
major  weather  disturbance, 
which  could  be  followed  across  the  country  on  the  television  weather  pro¬ 
grams,  may  well  have  been  what  brought  to  Hamlin  (a  few  miles  east  of  our 
region  in  NW  Monroe  County)  a  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  seen  there  by  many  BOS 
members . 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  this  weather  produced  thunderstorms  with  damag¬ 
ing  winds  of  up  to  55  miles  per  hour  and  some  hail.  On  the  18th  another 
strong  wind  with  gusts  of  53  miles  per  hour  out  of  the  WSW  brought  in  colder 
air  and  very  high  water  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie.  Bill  Watson  was 


1  3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29  3) 


On  this  chart  rainfall  of  0.1  inch  or  more  is 
reported  above  the  baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts 
passing  through,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and 
longer  vertical  lines  running  from  the  horizontal 
axis  week  divisions:  thus  the  6th  was  a  Saturday,  the 
7th  a  Sunday.  Buffalo  data. 
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turned  back  on  that  day  from  a  planned  hike  of  the  Bird  Island  Pier  as 
breakers  washed  over  the  entire  walkway. 

The  powerful  weather  system  of  early  October  may  also  have  been  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  appearance  in  Grimsby  of  a  Selasphorus  hummingbird,  either  a 
Rufous  Hummingbird  or  an  Allen's  Hummingbird.  This  female  or  immature  bird 
was  seen  there  by  BOS  observers  on  the  20th.  It  is  not  possible  to  distin¬ 
guish  these  two  species  in  this  plumage  and  both  have  been  recorded  casually 
far  east  of  their  Pacific  coastal  ranges.  Most  Canadian  observers  with  whom 
I  have  talked  are  prepared  to  accept  this  record  as  a  Rufous,  because  it  is 
the  more  common  of  the  two  and  because  an  individual  Rufous  was  recorded 
several  years  ago  at  this  same  time  of  year  near  Kingston;  however,  a  case 
can  be  made  for  the  Allen's.  If  indeed  it  was  the  Raquel  storm  system  that 
drove  the  bird  east,  Allen's  is  a  good  bet  since  its  range  extends  hundreds 
of  miles  south  of  the  Rufous  range  in  California.  In  any  event  unless  the 
bird  is  collected  we  will  never  know. 

A  second  identification  impossibility  was  posed  by  one  of  the  two  ibises 
that  appeared  at  Tifft  Farm  between  the  10th  and  the  19th.  Immature  Glossy 
Ibises  and  White-faced  Ibises  are  indistinguishable  in  the  field,  and  even 
the  adults  of  these  species  are  difficult  to  distinguish  at  this  time  of 
year.  (I  notice  that  Palmer  differs  from  the  A.O.U.  and  A.B.A.  in  relegat¬ 
ing  them  to  sub-species  status.)  Most  Gulf  coast  birders  separate  these  two 
species  strictly  on  the  basis  of  range;  west  of  the  Texas-Louisiana  border 
the  birds  are  White-faced,  east  are  Glossies.  Here,  dealing  as  we  are  with 
fall  wanderers,  we  do  not  have  this  luxury  and  once  again  Raquel  confuses 
the  issue:  the  range  of  the  White-faced  Ibis  extends  north  through  much  of 
the  Great  Plains  and  one  of  those  birds  might  have  been  blown  east.  Having 
said  all  that,  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture  the  appearance  of  these  two 
birds  together:  one  an  accepted  Glossy  Ibis,  the  other  a  White-faced  Ibis. 

Consider  now  a  comparison  of  a  few  of  this  year's  records  with  those  of 
the  previous  four  Octobers.  Red- throated  Loon  and  Red-necked  Grebe  were  un- 
reported  this  year;  the  loon  seen  only  in  1987  but  the  grebe  reported  in  3 
out  of  the  4  previous  years.  Brant  were  recorded  this  year  and  2  of  the  4 
preceding  years.  This  year's  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  the  first  in  5  Octobers. 
The  Merlin  of  this  year  was  also  seen  in  3  of  the  4  previous  years.  The 
jaeger  report  is  the  first  in  October  in  5  years.  This  year's  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  the  first  in  5  years,  but  the  Sabine's  Gull  was  also  re¬ 
ported  in  3  out  of  the  4  previous  years.  Two  outstanding  banding  records  by 
Brooks  were  a  Saw-whet  Owl  and  a  Whip-poor-will,  neither  recorded  during  the 
prior  4  years.  The  very  late  Eastern  Kingbird,  seen  on  the  14th,  was  also 
seen  on  October  12th,  1987. 

Now  consider  some  comparisons  of  late  dates  this  year  with  average  late 
dates  for  this  region  as  compiled  by  Bob  Spahn  for  The  Kingbird,  local  Octo¬ 
ber  date  first,  Kingbird  October  date  second.  Tree  Swallow  14,  26;  House 
Wren  14,  15;  Swainson' s  Thrush  14,  17;  Wood  Thrush  14,  20;  Gray  Catbird  25, 
26;  Brown  Thrasher  14,  10;  Solitary  Vireo  23,  24;  Red-eyed  Vireo  14,  9;  Ten¬ 
nessee  Warbler  14,  19;  Nashville  Warbler  14,  24;  Northern  Parula  unreported, 
7;  Magnolia  Warbler  14,  14;  Cape  May  Warbler  14,  16;  Black- throated  Blue 
Warbler  14,  18;  Black- throated  Green  Warbler  16,  12;  Blackburnian  Warbler 
unreported,  21;  Bay-breasted  Warbler  unreported,  21;  Blackpoll  Warbler  unre¬ 
ported,  16;  Black-and-White  Warbler  14,  15;  American  Redstart  14,  15;  Oven- 
bird  unreported,  16;  Common  Yellowthroat  14,  September  30;  Wilson's  Warbler 
14,  September  28;  Canada  Warbler  unreported,  1;  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  14, 

14;  Rufous-sided  Towhee  25,  23;  Lincoln's  Sparrow  14,  11.  These  preponder¬ 
ance  of  early  departures  are  evident  in  this  data. 

I  note  here  my  thanks  to  my  wife,  Doris,  for  her  typing  of  much  of  this 
report,  despite  the  carping  of  this  invalid  —  in  at  least  two  senses  of 
that  word  —  assistant. — G.  Rising 

Literature  Cited: 

Palmer,  Ralph  S.,  ed .  Handbook  of  North  American  Birds.  New  Haven,  Yale  University  Press. 
Volume  I  Loons  through  Flamingos,  1962,  p.  515. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  Mew  York  and 
Adjacent  Qntar ioCB.O.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

Cf)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area. 


(lame  of  Bird 

Nov, 

Number 

Common  Loon 

9F 

3 

M 

20 

8 

Horned  Grebe 

2F 

1 

N 

12 

1 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

5,6,10,24 

85,4 

ft 

13,  20 

35, 

Great  Egret 

8 

5 

Bl.-cr.  Night -Her on 

i 

6 

n 

28 

3 

*6 lossy  Ibis 

10 

i 

M 

11 

1 

It 

19 

i 

Ibis  soecies 

12 

1 

M 

15 

tJ 

n 

19 

1 

Tundra  Swan 

31 F 

i 

Mute  Swan 

5,6,10,24 

1 

Snow  Goose 

8 

10 

H 

21 

1 

II 

21 

1 

II 

30 

3 

Brant 

21F 

9 

Blue-winged  Teal 

17L 

1 

Northern  Shove ler 

24 

o 

c, 

fi 

30 

10 

M 

31 

1 

Eurasian  Wiaeon 

24 

1 

Canvasback 

f  ‘ 

7,1 

H 

24 

8 

Redhead 

1  IF 

1 

N 

20 

6 

II 

31 

26 

Greater  Scaup 

9F 

80 

Lesser  Scaup 

6 

3 

M 

9 

40 

Scaup  species 

6 

500 

Oldsquaw 

21F 

5 

H 

L  / 

1 

Black  Scoter 

20 

6 

Locitian 

Observer 

Shadigee 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Cl  inton  Twp,  Gnt 

D'Anna  et  al 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Golden  Hills  3P 

Chi  1  ton 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

D  Anna,  Watson,  Roberson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Flory  et  ai 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Tifft  NP 

Collins 

Squaw  Is,  Bflo 

Watson,  Galas 

Tifft  NP 

Wojewodzki 

Tifft  NP 

Watson,  D  Anna 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rising,  T.  Coll  ins 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 

Watson, Roberson  et  al 

Shelby  Twp. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Col  1  ins.  Galas 

Shadigee 

D'Anna 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes 

off  Orleans  Co. 

Collins,  Galas 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tifft  N.P. 

Roberson 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes 

Celoron 

Sundel 1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Roberson 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Watson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont . 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Lincoln  Twp. ,Gnt . 

Watson 

Celoron 

Sundel 1 

Shadigee 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D  Anna 

Shadigee 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D'Anna 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

Yates  Twp. 

Potter,  Roberson 

Lincoln  Twp. ,0nt . 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Surf  Scoter 

U 

N 

White-winged  Scoter 
Common  Goldeneye 

li 

M 

Buff lehead 

H 

W 

Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 

M 

M 

II 

Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald  Eagle 

H 

Northern  Harrier 
3harp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper  s  Hawk 

M 

II 

Rough- legged  Hawk 
Merlin 

Common  Moorhen 
Black-bel 1 ied  Plover 
Lesser  Golden-Plover 
Greater  Yellow  legs 
Lesser  Yellow legs 
Ruddy  Turnstone 
Sander  1 ing 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Dunl  in 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

H 

Little  Gull 

R 

Bonaparte  s  Gull 
»L.  Black-b.  Gull 

Sabine  s  Gul 1 

if 

Common  Tern 
Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 
Vhip-poor-wi 1 1 
Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 
Selasphorus  sp.Humm. 

Red-headed  Wdpkr . 
Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

if 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 


N.QV-L 

Number 

5F 

10 

20 

28 

21 

1 

9F 

50 

9F 

r\ 

L 

07 

*■» 

o  1 

t 

28 

l 

20  F 

3 

28 

180 

29 

1 

24 

5 

5,6 

1,1 

21 

3 

26 

8 

A 

£  1 

3 

31 

57 

30  L 

1 

30  L 

1 

L 

2  imm. 

21 

1  imm. 

27 

12 

4 

4 

6 

1 

17 

1 

30 

1 

27F 

0 

i  A 

l£ 

1 

6 

1 

21,27 

14,11 

21 

1 

25 

L 

25 

1 

24 

1 

10 

4 

21 

4 

21 

1 

6 

1 

7L 

1 

4-6 

1-3 

28 

3 

31 

5100 

28F 

1 

2,4,6 

2 

5,6 

o 

C 4 

28 

140 

11 

1  banded 

I9~2 1L 

1  banded 

1L 

1 

20 

1 

21 

2 

25 

1 

29 

1 

16 

£ 

Location 

Bird  Is.  Pier ,  Bf lo. 
Cl  inton  Twp. ,0nt. 
off  Orleans  Co. 
Shadigee 
Shad i gee 

Somerset  &  Yates 
Amity  Lake 
Cl  inton  Twp. ,0nt . 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Amity  Lake 
Niagara  River 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Iroquois  N.W.R 
Amity  Lake 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Celoron 
Pembroke  Twp. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

A1 legany  S.P. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Somerset  &  Yates 
over  Jamestown 
Hanover  Twp, 
Jamestown 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yates  Twp. 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Yates  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Alden 

Bird  Is.  Pier, Bflo. 
Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yates  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Buffalo 

Buffalo  &  Ft. Erie 
Niagara  Fal is,0nt . 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 
Niagara  Falls 
Squaw  Is. ,  Bflo. 
Squaw  Is. ,Bf lo. 
Niagara  Fal ls,0nt . 

A1 fred  Twp. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Wales 

Grimsby  Beach.Ont. 
Lakeside  Bch.  SP 
East  Aurora 
Wales 

East  Aurora 


Observer 
D  Anna  et  al 
D'Anna  et  al 
Col  1  ins,  Galas 
Chilton,  Schaffner 
Chilton,  Schaffner 
D  Anna  (BOS) 

Pitzrick 

D  Anna  et  al 

Watson  et  al 

Pi tzrick 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Watson  et  al 

Watson,  Burch  (BOS) 

Pitzrick 

Watson 

Sundel 1 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Watson 

D  Anna  et  al 

D  Anna  (BOS) 

Sundel 1 
Chi  1  ton 
Sunde 1 1 
Holmes 

D  Anna  (BOS) 

Chi  1  ton 

Watson  et  al 

Chilton,  D  Anna  et  al 

D  Anna 

Watson 

Holmes 

Rober  son 

Roberson 

Collins,  Galas 

Col  1  ins,  D  Anna  et  ai 

Watson 

Collins 

Many  observers 
Watson  et  al 
Bel lerby 

Rising,  Watson  et  al 
Chi lton 

D  Anna, Watson, Rising  et 

Rising  et  al 

Brooks 

Brooks 

0.  Rosche 

Col  1 ins,Rising,Watson,D 

Col  1  ins,  Galas 

Holmes 

0.  Rosche 

Holmes 


a 


A 
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Name  of  Bird 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Horned  Lark 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Carol ina  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Marsh  Wren 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Gray  Catbird 
American  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 

M 

Northern  Shrike 
Sol i tary  Vireo 
Tennessee  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler 
Chestnut-s.  Warbler 
Magnol ia  Warbler 
B1 .-thr .  B1 .  Warbler 
B1 .-thr.  Green  Warb. 
Palm  Warbler 
Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
Common  Yellowthroat 
Wilson  s  Warbler 
Rufous-s.  Towhee 
Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

If 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 

il 

Lincoln  s  Sparrow 

N 

H 

White-cr.  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  Junco 

n 

Lapland  Longspur 
Snow  Bunting 

H 

If 

II 

Rusty  Blackbird 

H 

II 

Pine  Siskin 

H 

If 

M 

Evening  Grosbeak 


iYj. 

Number 

16 

1 

27 

75 

1-31 

8  reports 

1-30 

6  reports 

30 

1 

10 

1 

10L 

1 

{ 

2 

25 

1 

6 

1 

6-31 

1-200 

26,30 

110,200 

27F 

1 

23L 

ia 

/ 

L 

8 

o 

ia 

1 

11 

2 

13 

1 

16L 

3 

1,3,13 

8banded 

i 

1 

9 

1 

1-14 

5banded 

8 

1 

25 

1 

27 

*■* 

( 

27 

4 

13-29 

1-20 

21 

1 

24 

5 

25 

1 

1 

1 

o 

i, 

1 

8 

1 

31 

1 

6F 

1 

i 

1 

27F 

1-2 

21F 

44 

— * 

C.( 

40 

<-j  i 

6 

L\ 

450 

7-31 

5-40 

8 

1 

21 

3 

1-31 

1 

20 

as, 

24 

0 

La  1 

15 

28,31 

1,7 

legation 
East  Aurora 
Somerset  Twp 
So.  Tier,  L.  Ont  PI . 
through  region 
East  Aurora 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Alfred  Twp 
Goat  Is. 

Iroquois  NWR 
Lewiston  Resvr. 

Amity  Lake 
East  Aurora 
Yates  Twp 
AA1 fred  Twp 
Buckhorn  Is.  SF 
Al fred  Twp 
Wi 1 1 iamsvi 1 le  Glen 
Tifft  NP 
Tifft  NP 
East  Aurora 
Alfred  Twp 
Buckhorn  Is.  SP 
Alfred  Twp 
Alfred  Twp 
Alfred  Twp 
Wales 

Golden  Hills  SP 
Somerset  &  Yates 
Wales 
Elma  Twp 
Tonawanda  Twp 
East  Aurora 
Pomfret  Twp 
East  Aurora 
Alfred  Twp 
Alfred  Twp 
Porter  Twp 
Buffalo 
Somerset  Twp 
L.  Ontario  Plain 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Hanover  Twp. 

Somerset  &  Yates 
East  Aurora 
Iroquois  N.W.R 
Iroquois  NWR&vicin. 
Eden  Twp.(f) 

Grimsby  Beach, Ont. 
East  Aurora 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Amity  Lake 


Observer. 

Holmes 
D'Anna  et  al 
&  Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Holmes 

Roberson 

Brooks 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Holmes 
D'Anna 
Pitzr ick 
Holmes 
D  AnnaCBOS) 

Brooks 

Watson,  Rising 

Brooks 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Col  1  ins 

Holmes 

Brooks 

Watson,  Rising 
Brooks 
Brooks 
Brooks 
0.  Rosche 
Chi  1  ton 
D  AnnaCBOS) 

0.  Rosche 

Col  1  ins 

Watson 

Holmes 

Mosher 

Holmes 

Brooks 

Brooks 

D  Anna 

Col  I  ins 

D  Anna  et  al 

Col  1  ins,  Chi  1  ton  et  al 

Flory  et  al 

Flory 

D  AnnaCBOS) 

Holmes 

Watson 

Watson, BurchC BOS) 

Andr le 

Watson  et  a  I 
Holmes 
D  AnnaCBOS) 

Pitzr ick 

270 

.  2 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 
Species,  subspecies  8.  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 
Total  for  year . . . 
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Report  of  the  B.O.S.  55th  Annual  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  14,  1990  Compilers:  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising 

Weather:  This  was  a  lovely  fall  day  in  western  New  York  with  almost  seven  hours  of  sunshine.  The 

temperature  ranged  from  50°  to  64°  F.  Wind  was  from  the  west  averaging  7  mph  with  occasional 
gusts  to  20  mph.  The  first  week  in  October  was  <  lominated  by  a  strong  weather  system 
generated  by  a  tropical  disturbance  off  Baja  Calii  omia  This  system  pushed  strong  west  and 
southwest  winds  diagonally  across  the  United  States  But  the  second  week,  the  week 
immediately  prior  to  the  count,  was  rainy,  a  total  of  over  2  inches  falling,  accompanied  by  winds 
generally  from  the  north.  This  rain  continued  until  the  day  before  the  count.  During  these  two 
weeks  three  fronts  moved  through  western  New  York,  the  last  passing  slowly  through  from  the 
9th  to  the  11th. 

Compilation.  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of 

individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications 
were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year. 
Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in 
parentheses. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

74 

Northern  Shoveler 

15 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

150 

Gadwall 

42 

Homed  Grebe 

41 

American  Wigeon 

686 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

202 

Canvas back 

2 

(5) 

American  Bittern 

1 

(2) 

Redhead 

58 

Great  Blue  Heron 

178 

Ring-necked  Duck 

58 

Great  Egret 

6 

L  (5,25) 

Greater  Scaup 

10031 

Green-backed  Heron 

8 

Lesser  Scaup 

6952 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

11 

(2,3,11) 

unspecified  scaup 

1402 

(2,5,6) 

unspecified  ibises 

2 

(11) 

Black  Scoter 

23  F 

(8,24) 

Tundra  Swan 

4 

(7) 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

(2,4,5) 

Snow  Goose 

38 

White-winged  Scoter 

343 

Canada  Goose 

10468 

unspecified  scoters 

1500 

(5) 

Wood  Duck 

189 

Common  Goldeneye 

6 

(13,24) 

Green-winged  Teal 

37 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

(5) 

American  Black  Duck 

155 

Common  Merganser 

11 

Mallard 

2093 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

266 

Northern  Pintail 

7 

(5,13,23) 

Ruddy  Duck 

91  F 

Blue- winged  Teal 

47 

unspecified  waterfowl 

25 

(3) 

Vulture 

s  -  Cools 

Turkey  Vulture 

186 

Rough  legged  J  lawk 

2 

(25,28) 

Osprey 

8 

unspecified  buteos 

2 

(10) 

Bald  Eagle 

4 

(5,10,23) 

American  Kestrel 

114 

Northern  Harrier 

46 

Ring- necked  Fheasant 

57 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

22 

Ruffed  Grouse 

34 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

17 

Wild  Turkey 

62 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

(16) 

Common  Moorhen 

2 

(2) 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

5 

American  Coot 

497 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

192 
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Plovers  -  Terns 


Black-bellied  Plover 

27 

(3,8,13) 

Common  Snipe 

2 

(3,26) 

Lesser  Golden-Plover 

80 

(3,13) 

American  Woodcock 

5 

Semipalmated  Plover 

4 

(1,3,8) 

unspecified  jaegers 

1 

(2) 

Killdeer 

1052 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2028 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

34 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10978 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

11 

Herring  Gull 

4550 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

2 

(4,26) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

116 

Sanderling 

27 

(7) 

unspecified  gulls 

350 

(2) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1 

(1) 

Common  Tern 

1371 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

25 

Black  Tern 

3 

(2) 

Dunlin 

8 

(1,3,23) 

D 

o  v  e  s  -  1 

Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

3004 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

47 

Mourning  Dove 

1678 

Northern  Flicker 

227 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

6 

(3,27  28) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

19 

Great  Homed  Owl 

9 

unspecified  woodpeckers 

1 

no) 

Barred  Owl 

3 

(19,21) 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

4 

(2,6) 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

(17) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

103 

Belted  Kingfisher 

71 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1 

(22) 

Red-headed  Wood  oecker 

3 

(19,2  )) 

Homed  Lark 

11 

Red-bellied  Wood oecker 

13 

Tree  Swallow 

18 

Yellow-bellied  S  ipsucker 

38 

N.  Rough-winged  Sv  allow 

1 

(2) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

226 

J 

ays  -  S 

t  a  r  1  i  n  g  s 

Blue  Jay 

1684 

Ruby -crowned  Kinglet 

976 

American  Crow 

3297 

Eastern  Bluebird 

199 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1867 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

21 

Hermit  Thrush 

74 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

45 

Wood  Thrush 

5 

I. 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

328 

American  Robin 

4440 

unspecified  nuthatches 

1 

(2) 

Gray  Catbird 

77 

Brown  Creeper 

87 

Northern  Mockingbird 

19 

Carolina  Wren 

8 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

(21,24 

House  Wren 

18 

American  Pipit 

32 

Winter  Wren 

35 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1360 

Marsh  Wren 

2 

(10,28) 

European  Starling 

31016 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

1469 

V 

i  r  e  o  s  - 

W  a  r  b  1  c  r  s 

Solitary  Vireo 

8 

Yellow -rumped  Warbler 

1397 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

2 

(3.20) 

Black  throated  Green  Warbler 

5 

Tennessee  Warbler 

1 

L 

(20) 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

(16) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3 

(4,19,20) 

Palm  Warbler 

23 

Nashville  Warbler 

4 

L 

(13,20,26) 

Black -and- White  Warbler 

1 

L 

(27) 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

3 

(19) 

American  Redstart 

2 

L 

(6,22) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

6 

I 

Common  Yellowthroat 

6 

(8,28) 

Cape  May  Warbler 

l 

(4) 

W  ilson’s  Warbler 

1 

(27) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Ct 

L 

(5,12) 

I  3  7 
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Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows 


Northern  Cardinal 

291 

Dark-eyed  Junoo 

1899 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

7 

unspecified  sparrows 

31 

(2,10) 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

70 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

15074 

American  Tree  Sparrow 

17 

F 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

102 

Chipping  Sparrow 

575 

Rusty  Blackbird 

346 

Field  Sparrow 

123 

Common  Grackle 

1959 

Vesper  Sparrow 

10 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2649 

Savannah  Sparrow 

42 

unspecified  blackbirds 

30 

(10) 

Fox  Sparrow 

12 

F 

Purple  Finch 

119 

Song  Sparrow 

1537 

House  Finch 

1205 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

6 

L 

Pine  Siskin 

34 

Swamp  Sparrow 

99 

American  Goldfinch 

936 

While-throated  Sparrow 

1397 

Evening  Grosbeak 

15  F 

(17,18,28) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

539 

House  Sparrow 

2187 

Summary  Information  - 

Total  Species  Observed  -  156 
Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  142,492 

Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in 
195 1)  and  with  counts  for  the  decade  1981-1 990,  the  following  results  are  highlighted.  Note 
that  unspecified  comparisons  are  with  all  previous  counts. 

Loons  -  Pucks  -  Common  Loon  74,  well  down  from  last  year’s  record  high  of  208,  but  still  4th  best, 
exceeded  only  by  last  year,  136  in  1987,  and  123  in  1956;  a  good  year  for  Pied-billed  Grebe  1 50, 
average  104,  for  decade  82;  Homed  Grebe  4 1 ,  a  marked  improvement  over  last  year’s  22,  but 
average  75,  maximum  in  1955  of  630  with  a  steady  downward  trend  since  then;  Red-necked  Grebe 
again  absent,  seen  in  4  of  last  10  years;  Double-crested  Cormorant  202,  a  record  high,  previous  high 
77  in  1983;  Great  Blue  Heron  178,  down  only  1 1  from  last  year’s  high,  previous  high  142  in  1987; 
Great  Egret  6,  recorded  last  four  years,  record  high  10  in  1987,  but  before  that  seen  only  once  in  the 
70s  and  twice  in  the  30s;  unspecified  ibis  2,  at  least  1  almost  surely  the  Glossy  Ibis  seen  in  the  same 
area:  first  count  record;  Snow  Goose  38,  2nd  high  to  a  remarkable  380  in  1 959;  Canada  Goose  10468 
and  Mallard  2093,  both  well  down  from  previous  maxima;  Ruddy  Duck  9 1 ,  a  welcome  rise  to  a 
decade  maximum  after  last  year’s  7  year  low;  overall  waterfowl  numbers  continue  to  show  a  steady 
increase  in  contrast  to  reports  from  other  sections  of  the  country. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Turkey  Vulture  1 86,  high:  previous  highs  last  year’s  1 52  and  1 1 1  in  1986,  increasing 
steadily  since  the  40s  when  the  high  count  was  14;  Northern  Goshawk  1 ,  only  recorded  on  4  earlier 
counts.  Ring-necked  Pheasant  57,  up  from  its  historic  low  of  1 2  last  year  to  second  highest  in  the 
decade,  previous  decade  high  64  in  1983,  these  numbers  lower  than  averages  of  previous  decades; 
Ruffed  Grouse  34  and  Wild  Turkey  62  below  decade  averages  of  50  and  91 . 

Plovers  -  Terns  -  1052  Killdeers  one  of  only  2  counts  over  1000,  the  other  1073  in  1949;  overall 

shorebird  numbers  continue  to  increase  but  the  number  of  shorebird  species  ( 1 3)  this  year  at  a  22  year 
low;  Common  Snipe  2  tied  a  decade  low  with  1981 ,  well  below  the  count  average  of  38  and  a 
remarkable  maximum  in  1984  of  702;  American  Woodcock  5,  well  below  the  decade  average  of  13. 
First  jaeger  report  since  1981.  Common  Tern  1371,  recovery  to  a  9  year  high,  but  well  below  counts 
of  the  1960s  and  1970s;  Black  Tern  3,  highest  (!)  countin  20  years. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  No  Chimney  Swifts,  count  average  26,  but  this  all-or-nothing  species  recorded  on 
only  half  of  the  last  ten  years.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  38,  2nd  high  to  the  71  seen  in  1970;  while 
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Hairy  Woodpecker  47  continues  its  downward  trend  since  the  1970s;  Pileated  Woodpecker  at  19 
established  a  record  high,  best  previous  high  1 8  in  1 985.  Eastern  Phoebe  1 03,  tied  for  second  high 
with  1976,  highest  count  123  in  1970;  Eastern  Kingbird  1,  (Verification  Date  Guide  late  date 
September  23)  only  recorded  twice  on  previous  October  Counts.  Swallow  numbers  19,  very  low 
against  an  average  for  the  1980s  of  372. 

Jays  -  Starlings  -  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  and  especially 
Tufted  Titmouse  all  are  doing  well  with  numbers  above  count  and  decade  averages;  but  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  47,  down  from  last  year’s  count  high  of  1 59  and  below  the  decade  average  of  54.  Note 
however,  that  average  counts  for  this  species  through  the  first  3  decades  of  this  count  were  less  than 

10.  This  year’s  count  evidently  hit  the  kinglet  migration  dead  center  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  1469, 
is  a  count  high,  the  previous  high  1 1 1 3  in  1953;  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  976,  a  decade  high  and  only 
surpassed  by  1 1 55  in  1970.  Thrush  and  mimic  thrush  numbers  are  in  good  shape  with  the  single 
exception  of  Brown  Thrasher:  the  2  birds  of  this  species  seen  this  year  at  the  decade  average  but  well 
down  from  the  average  of  9  and  maximum  of  21  during  the  1960s  and  1970s.  American  Pipit  32,  far 
below  the  count  average  of  1 51  and  the  decade  average  of  212,  but  this  is  another  of  those  all-or- 
nothing  species. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Yellow- rumped  Warbler  1397,  at  a  decade  high,  but  far  below  numbers  between 
1 969  and  1978  when  this  number  was  surpassed  5  times  with  a  maximum  of  37  34  in  1 970.  Palm 
Warbler  23,  another  decade  high,  but  this  number  beaten  by  6  of  the  7  counts  from  1968  to  1974,  the 
maximum  of  74  reached  in  1974.  (Are  these  two  species  useful  indicators  of  population  declines?) 
Overall  warbler  numbers  remain  at  or  above  recent  averages  and  the  number  of  species  slightly  above 
the  decade  average. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Rufous-sided  Towhee  70,  high  since  1976,  but  often  outclassed  before 
that,  the  averages  for  the  1960s  and  1970s  83  and  98.  Chipping  Sparrow  575,  a  decade  maximum 
and  fourth  highest  count,  the  8 1 7  maximum  attained  in  1971.  Vesper  Sparrow  1 0,  well  below  even 
the  decade  average  of  16  and  far  below  the  overall  average  of  82  and  maximum  in  1969  of  39 1 .  Have 
House  Finches  peaked?  This  year’s  1205  count  is  well  down  from  the  2609  maximum  in  1988  and 
even  below  the  decade  average  of  1270.  Evening  Grosbeak  15,  missing  the  previous  4  years,  but  this 
number  still  well  below  the  count  average  of  25  and  the  decade  average  of  97.  House  Sparrow  2187, 
at  a  decade  low,  the  previous  decade  low  2769  two  years  ago.  Even  with  some  low  counts  during  the 
early  years  of  this  census,  the  overall  average  for  this  species  is  3 127. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  Gary  Novosel,  John  Williams 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  John  Black,  Barbara  Byron,  Richard  Byron. 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna,  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  James  Moreland,  Betsy  Potter 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Jocelyn 
Jones,  Morgan  Jones,  Gail  Seamans,  Marion  Smith 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Robert  Andrle,  James  Gregory,  Joseph  Thill 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Edward  Crohn,  Ed  Williams 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Karen  Renning 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Dick  Collins,  Michael  Galas,  Donald  Roberson 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Charles  Halvorsen,  Marge  Harwitz,  Kathy  Hentz,  Bobbi  McDonald,  Sharon  Sisti, 
Marg  Smith,  Ruth  Williams 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Ann  Bauer,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Kyle  Harper,  Tom  Harper,  Linda 
Holmes,  Donna  Wieand,  Cy  Woffling 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave  Keller,  Marie  Keller,  George  Mahaney,  Jane  Mason, 
Max  Mason,  Robert  Peters 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Ernest  Baker,  Barbara  Brandes,  Ken  Brandes,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Mrs.  John  Hunley, 
Erma  Kern,  Lucille  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard,  Barbara  Walker 
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15.  Java,  NY:  Bill  Bogacki,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Lois  Buck,  Ron  Lange,  Frances  M.  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber,  Jeny  Chappel,  Nina  Chappel,  Audrey  Horbett, 
Karen  Malie,  Vickie  Onorato 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton,  Arthur  Schaffner 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Ron  Andrews,  Faye  Clancy,  Alice  Evans,  Elaine  Herdman,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Helen 
Morse,  Larry  Mullen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Katherine  Palmer,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  K.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Williams,  Larry 
Wilson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Paul  Farver,  Jeanine  Flory, 
Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Jr.,  Joe  Gula,  Sr.,  Phil  Hanlon,  Don  Klaybor,  Terry  Mahoney,  Judy 
Mosher,  Terry  Mosher,  Ester  Pelton,  Marty  Sanden,  Audrey  Schafer,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Dan  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Marty  Hendrickson, 
Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Dot  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby,  Ilia  Stuart,  Bob  Sundell,  Bob 
Ungerer,  Bob  VanEvery,  Marion  Werner 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Pat  Appelbe,  Marcia  Clark,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha, 
Bill  O’Brien,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Eileen  Anderson,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha.  Jeremy 
Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Joanne  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Tom  Simmons,  Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  James 
VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Marlis  Aaron,  Tim  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille 
Bordonaro,  Alene  Church,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Connie  Coon,  Gino  Pizza,  Norma  Pizza,  Ann  Scott,  Morris 
Scott,  Jean  Young 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Margaret  Barnett,  Ruth  Brown,  Doris  Burton,  June  Dickinson,  Doris  Hurlburt, 
Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Robert  James,  Donald  King,  Emma  Lou  King,  Helen  Link,  George 
Niemiec,  Tom  Pilinski,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Elvira  Pitzrick,  Esther  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian 
Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russ  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Esthel  Biehl,  Warren 
Bouck,  Loma  Brink,  Don  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Myrt  Frown,  Caroline  Browning,  Betty 
Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Bill  Burton,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton ,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla 
Coch,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Cronauer,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Harriet 
Deveraell,  Larry  Deverell,  Lillian  Downer,  Phyllis  DuBrieul,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Dunham,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Bob  Eisenhardt,  Terry  Finlay,  Pete  Finlay,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Connie 
Gradoni,  John  Gradoni,  Helen  Graves,  Millie  Hayes,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Viola  Ide,  Mary  Jordan, 
Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wayne  Lang,  Erma  Larson,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Pat  MacDonald,  Ed  Mason,  Marjorie 
Mason,  Marion  McClure,  Ken  McClure,  Angie  Ninos,  Mary  Ormsby,  Linn  Phelan,  Elvia  Pitzrick, 
Esther  Pitzrick,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Violet  Sharrett,  Charles 
Sharrett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Smith,  Maureen  Soule,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Spencer,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bruce  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Thompson,  Galen  Wood,  Suzanne  Wood 

Total  Number  of  Observers.  263 

Complete  compilations  by  region  Michael  F.  Galas 

may  be  obtained  at  a  club  meeting.  1 6  Grand  Avenue 

Tonawanda,  NY  14150 


Gerald  R.  Rising 
295  Robinhill  Drive 
Willi amsville,  NY  14221 
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IROQUOIS  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 
Field  Trip,  October  21,  1990 


Two  of  the  leaders  had  worked  this  area  the  week  before  during  the  October  Count 
and  were  looking  forward  to  showing  things  to  the  22  participants.  The  weather  of 
the  two  Sundays  was  similar:  sunny,  60~  F  and  little  wind.  But,  worse  luck,  the 
birds,  especially  the  small  ones,  were  gone.  The  five  Great  Egrets  were  missing  as 
were  the  two  flocks  of  Snow  Geese,  29  in  all,  including  8  blue  morphs.  We  thought 
we  had  struck  out  on  Snow  Geese  until  an  end-of-day  revisit  to  Cayuga  overlook 
brought  an  improbable  finding:  on  the  gravel  maintenance  road  50  feet  in  front  of 
our  parked  cars  strolled  an  immature  blue  morph  Snow  Goose  in  its  plain  gray 
plumage.  It  was  pecking  at  the  grass  like  a  barnyard  duck,  oblivious  to  our 
concentrated  attention. 

Cayuga  Pool  was  abundant  with  waterfowl,  having  50  Green-wing  Teal,  over  100  each 
of  American  Wigeon  and  Coot,  3  Ruddy  Ducks,  10  Hooded  Mergansers,  5  Gadwal 1 ,  3 
Pintail,  5  Ringneck  Ducks,  10  Shovelers,  6  Mallard,  and  6  Pied-bill  Grebes. 

At  Ringneck  Marsh  we  added  1  each  of  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Merganser  and  Black 
Duck.  Canada  Geese  were  said  to  number  about  2000  on  the  Refuge,  with  several 
hundred  each  at  Cayuga  and  Ringneck  overlooks  throughout  the  day.  About  1000  were 
in  the  field  north  of  Oak  Orchard  Ridge  Road.  In  the  same  field  were  10  Killdeer 
and  2  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  the  only  shorebirds  seen.  In  the  same  field  was  a  Red 
Fox,  hustling  along  the  fence  line  to  its  den  and  being  ignored  by  the  geese  nearby. 

Three  Meadowlarks  near  the  Goodrich  Road  sod  farms  were  a  colorful  sighting. 
Hawks  included  1  Northern  Harrier,  1  probable  Cooper's,  7  Red- tailed  and  3  Kestrels. 
Some  other  birds  were  8  Turkey  Vultures,  6  Great  Blue  Herons,  5  Yellow  Warblers,  2 
Chickadees  and  10  Rusty  Blackbirds. 

At  the  Refuge  Headquarters,  where  restrooms  had  been  left  open  for  us,  a 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  made  quite  a  show  for  us  by  flying  against  a  window.  It  was 
found  squatting  motionless  on  the  walk,  but  eventually  it  blinked  an  eye,  shrugged 
its  tail  and  in  15  minutes  flew  away  in  strong  flight. 

It  was  a  day  when  birds  seemed  scarce  but  we  did  see  44  species  altogether,  and 
the  pleasant  weather  encouraged  lots  of  socializing  which,  after  all,  is  part  of  a 
good  bird  trip. 

Don  Roberson,  Art  Schaffner,  Bill  Burch 

******** 

LAKE  ONTARIO  PLAINS-OCTOBER  27,  1990 

It  had  been  many  years  since  the  B.0.3.  had  a  field  trip  to  the  northeastern  part 
of  its  study  area.  On  this  day  I  led  18  people  to  eastern  Niagara  and  western 
Orleans  counties  where  we  looked  out  over  Lake  Ontario  and  the  adjacent  farm  fields. 
Despite  its  moderate  distance  from  home  I  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  birding  in  this 
area.  The  reason,  as  I  had  hoped,  became  apparent  on  this  wonderful  trip. 

Migration  -  that  is  the  lure  of  this  region.  Waterfowl  -  loons,  grebes,  geese, 
and  ducks  migrate  in  huge  numbers  over  the  lake,  following  the  shoreline  as  they  go. 
Over  land  but  also  following  the  shore,  passerines  move  in  force.  Hawks  and 
snowbirds  use  the  extensive  agricultural  fields  as  they  migrate,  some  staying 
through  the  winter . 

It  was  ann  hour's  drive  from  our  meeting  place  in  Lewiston  to  Golden  Hill  State 
Park,  our  first  stop.  I  was  alerted  to  the  possibility  of  a  good  day  almost 
immediately  as  several  flocks  of  goldfinches  and  one  of  Pine  Siskins  flew  by  within 
ten  minutes.  We  took  the  hike  to  the  cliffs  with  our  scopes  to  look  out  over  the 
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lake.  Along  the  way  we  found  the  rarest  bird  of  the  day  but,  unfortunately,  I 
cannot  say  what  it  was.  Almost  everyone  got  brief  glimpses  of  it  and  if  I  were  to 
make  a  composite  drawing  based  on  everyone's  observations  it  would  be  of  a  juvenile 
White-eyed  Vireo  (that  s  assuming  I  can  draw  -  a  bold  assumption).  In  the  autumn 
this  species  would  be  an  exceptional  find.  I  was  surprised  to  learn,  however,  that 
it  has  occurred  ir  the  B.O.S.  region,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  in  November! 
Hoping  to  see  the  bird  on  the  return  trip  to  our  cars  we  proceeded  to  the  lake. 
Horned  Grebes  and  a  Common  Loon  were  sitting  on  the  water  and  scaup.  Red-breasted 
Mergansers,  a  Common  Goldeneye,  and  several  more  Common  Loons  were  flying  by  as  we 
scanned.  A  spectacular  sight  was  had  when  an  enormous  flock  of  ducks,  literally 
thousands,  were  spotted  milling  about  in  the  air  over  a  mile  east  of  us.  The 
subsequent  cloud  of  birds  was  reminiscent  of  a  large  flock  of  Starlings  because  of 
the  tremendous  number  of  birds  involved  and  the  great  distance  from  us  which  made 
them  look  smaller  than  they  were.  Another  highlight  was  when  a  small  flock  of  Snow 
Buntings  flew  by  and  five  of  them  dropped  onto  the  shore  below  the  cliff.  It  was  a 
splendid  look  at  these  snowbirds  which  can  be  abundant  in  this  area  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Though  we  did  not  relocate  the  mystery  bird  as  we  retraced  our  steps,  we 
did  see  two  Tree  Sparrows,  a  first  of  season  for  many. 

Continuing  east,  a  short  ways  from  the  park,  we  located  11  Black-bellied  Plovers 
which  had  been  staked  out  the  weekend  before.  I  was  surprised  that  they  were  still 
there.  Another  mile  or  two  down  the  Lakeshore  Road  we  saw  the  first  of  34  hawks  on 
the  day!  This  first  collection  included  6  Northern  Harriers,  3  American  Kestrels,  3 
Red-tails,  2  accipiters,  and  one  f irst-of-season  Rough- legged  Hawk.  We  added  two 
more  Rough- legs  later  in  the  day. 

At  Shadlgee,  the  noted  lake  lookout  at  the  end  of  Route  63,  we  saw  the  first  of 
many  flocks  of  migrating  White-winged  Scoters  as  well  as  many  individuals  of  the 
waterfowl  species  which  we  had  at  Golden  Hill.  It  was  here  that  the  moment  of 
greatest  excitement  for  me  occurred  when  a  very  large  falcon  was  spotted  flying  over 
the  water,  and  headed  right  toward  us.  Just  about  everyone  in  the  group  got  to  see 
this  bird  and  it  seemed  like  we  would  get  a  great  look  at  it  until  suddenly  it  moved 
inland.  Though  we  picked  it  up  again  briefly  it  was  now  in  poor  light  and  soon  flew 
out  of  sight.  In  all  likelihood,  this  large,  brown-backed  bird  was  a  young  female 
Peregrine  Falcon.  The  only  other  bird  it  could  possibly  have  been  was  a  Gyrfalcon, 
a  much  rarer  species. 

Around  12:30,  the  group  was  feeling  pretty  good  about  the  birding  we  had  had  so 
far.  It  is  great  to  have  a  good  birding  day  and  to  be  able  to  share  it  with  other 
birders.  We  had  seen  enough  at  this  point  that  anything  else  would  have  been  just 
gravy.  Dave  Cooper  did  the  serving,  espying  a  Northern  Shrike  as  we  drove  quickly 
past.  It  was  a  life  bird  for  some  and  a  first  seen  in  a  long  time  for  some  others. 
There  was  a  lot  of  discussion  about  separating  the  two  species  of  shrikes  that  occur 
in  this  region  as  we  studied  this  individual  in  our  telescopes.  Not  everyone  was 
completely  convinced  that  this  was  a  Northern.  This  could  have  made  for  an 
interesting  birding  controversy.  Unfortunately,  the  bird  did  not  allow  closer 
scrutiny.  For  those  who  are  interested,  I  based  my  call  mainly  on  the  relatively 
large  and  strongly  hooked  bill,  with  support  from  the  relatively  pale  upperparts, 
especially  the  rump  (which,  however,  can  sometimes  be  whitish  on  the  Loggerhead), 
and  the  bird  s  habit  of  pumping  its  tail. 

Our  next  destination  was  the  Yates-Car 1  ton  Townline  Road  with  stops  along  the  way 
for  several  more  hawks.  At  the  foot  of  the  road,  we  looked  out  over  the  lake  again. 
There  we  saw  many  more  White-winged  Scoters  and  four  different  scoters  which  Don 
Roberson  picked  out  between  the  waves.  They  were  not  Whi  te-wingeds  (we  saw  them 
briefly  in  flight)  but  we  could  never  confirm  which  of  the  other  two  species  they 
were.  We  had  lots  more  waterfowl  here  and  also  some  more  Snow  Buntings  flying  low 
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out  over  the  water  as  they  are  wont  to  do  during  migration.  Don  also  spotted  an 
Oldsquaw,  another  possible  f irst-of-season. 

Most  of  the  group  continued  on  to  Point  Breeze  but  we  added  nothing  new  there 
and  ended  the  trip.  Returning  to  Lewiston  our  carload  of  birders  had,  in  one  field, 
a  group  of  250  Snow  Buntings,  75  Horned  Larks,  and  one  or  two  Lapland  Longspurs. 
This  brought  the  trip  list  to  50  species  on  this  mostly  sunny  day  with  temperatures 
rising  into  the  50  s  from  a  below  freezing  start.  The  winds  were  out  of  the 
southwest,  light  in  the  morning,  and  10  to  20  mph  in  the  afternoon.  A  strong  cold 
front  was  to  cross  the  region  early  the  following  day  making  Sunday  a  cold  and 
blustery  day.  For  this  reason  also  (windy  conditions,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  worst 
for  birding),  we  had  indeed  chosen  the  right  day  for  our  field  trip.  My  thanks  to 
the  two  less  experienced  birders  for  trying  an  autumn  field  trip  (and  getting 
several  lifers)  and  to  all  the  others,  the  experienced  birders,  for  spotting  all  the 
birds.  It  was  a  great  day! 

Willie  D  Anna 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
were  saddened  by  the  death  of 
Harold  Dodge, 

BOS  President  1972-1973 

Congratulations  to  Active  Member: 

Jane  Heyer, 
our  new  Treasurer 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Member: 

Barbara  W.  Henderson 
131  Woodbridge  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14214 
Tel.  838-6163 

Corresponding  Member: 

Linda  Holmes 
173  Whaley 

East  Aurora.  NY  14052 
Tel.  652-6708 


Please  note  the  following  address  changes: 


Edward  C.  Fessler 
ill  Underbrush  Trail 
Daytona  Beach,  FL  32124 
(904)  761-3269 

Sharon  Sisti 
991  Lafayette  Ave 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 
Tel.  885-5288 

Jaqui 1 ine  Stains 
1  Main  St. 

Villa  Apts.  #11 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 

Marie  Wendl ing 
135  Evans  St . 

Willi amsv i 1 1 e ,  NY  1 4221 
Te 1 .  632-6625 
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Jan.  9: 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Alex  Humann  will  share  highlights  of  his  recent  Cape  May  Adventure. 

Jan.  23:  Hark  Kandel,  DEC  will  update  the  on-going  Tern  Project  and  also 


Feb.  13: 

discuss  a  Waterfowl  Management  Project. 

Lincoln  Nutting  will  present  his  film  "Through  the  Seasons  at  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve." 

Feb.  27:  Eric  Derleth  will  present  a  program  on  the  Woodcock. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Dec.  16: 

Sunday:  BOS  Christmas  Count.  Compiler:  Bob  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Jan.  6: 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls  and  Fort  Erie  doe  hawks, 
then  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leaders: 
Bill  Burch  (773-3690)  &  Art  Schaffner  (837-3237). 

Jan.  13: 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This 
is  the  target  date  bur  any  date  between  January  12  and  20  inclusive 
is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Wavel  Barber 
(683-3061). 

Feb.  3: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 
Leader:  Ron  Lange  (649-7231). 

Feb.  24: 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or 
at  9:15  at  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6  ml.  upriver 
from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541)  & 
Wave:  Barber  (683-3061). 

Mar.  16:  SATURDAY.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00 
a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D  Anna 

C 1  -731  - *4348 > . 

Mar.  2*4:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl. 


Apr.  14: 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  & 
Transit.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Sunday.  BOS  April  bird  count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman,  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 
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##*##* 

In  case  you  missed  it,  Bill  Burch  s  article  "How  To  Attach  Neck  Straps" 
appeared  in  the  November/December  1990  issue  of  Bird  Watcher  s  Digest. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Jane  Heyer 

296  Westchester  BLVD 
Kenmore,  NY  14217 
875-3318 


Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  8  $.50  per  copy. 

Edi tor :  Charles  Ha Ivorsen 

212  Main  Street 
West  Seneca,  NY  14224 
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Volume  56  December  1990  Number  12 

THE  MONTH:  November  1990 

The  Buffalo  office  of  the  National  Weather  Service  described  this  November 
as  "one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  recent  memory."  A  number  of  factors  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  analysis:  (1)  the  average  temperature,  at  43.4°F,  was  over  3° 
above  normal;  (2)  total  precipitation,  2.6  inches,  was  an  inch  below  average; 
(3)  total  measurable  snowfall,  the  0.7  inches  all  recorded  on  the  11th,  was  a 
full  foot  below  average;  (4)  this  was  the  fifth  sunniest  November  on  record; 
and  (5)  the  72°  temperatures  on  two  days  late  in  the  month  set  record  highs. 

Thi3  was  the  third  consecu¬ 
tive  year  of  well  below  average 
snowfall;  but  this  November's 
temperatures  were  in  striking 
contrast  with  November  1989, 
when  they  were  well  below 
normal . 

Like  last  year  wind  was 
again  a  factor  this  November, 
averaging  20  mph  or  more  on 
four  days:  the  5th  (max  64 
mph) ,  the  11th  (max  55  mph) , 
the  16th,  and  the  28th  (max  55 
mph) .  The  high  winds  of  the 
night  of  the  5th  and  6th  —  an 
even  higher  69  mph  was  recorded 
in  Dunkirk  —  did  considerable 
damage  and  even  produced  some 
beachfront  erosion  and  flooding  south  of  the  city.  What  kept  the  tempera¬ 
tures  moderate  was  the  fact  that  there  was  very  little  north  in  the  winds. 

On  only  two  days,  the  17th  and  18th,  could  the  wind  be  said  to  be  in  the  NW, 

N,  or  NE  quadrant.  Notice  on  the  chart  the  temperature  drop  produced  by  the 
winds  on  these  two  days. 

November  was  an  exciting  month  for  birding,  with  a  number  of  rare  and  two 
quite  spectacular  birds  turning  up.  The  special  attention  to  the  Niagara 
River  always  given  at  this  time  of  year  produced  most  but  not  all  of  the 
exciting  records.  In  particular,  Andrle  observed  an  excellent  flight  of 


1  3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29 

On  this  chart  rainfall  rounding  to  0.1  inch  or  more 
is  reported  above  the  baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts 
passing  through,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and 
vertical  lines  week  divisions:  thus  the  3rd  was  a 
Saturday,  the  4th  a  Sunday.  Buffalo  data. 
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gulls  heading  southwest  at  Athol  Springs  on  the  25th;  he  also  found  a 
Parasitic  Jaeger  there  on  the  6th.  On  both  days  these  birds  were  flying 
almost  directly  into  the  wind.  Records  from  previous  years  suggest  that 
some  gulls,  in  particular  Sabine's  Gulls  (early)  and  Bonaparte's  Gulls 
(later) ,  move  west  through  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  with  populations  building 
up  in  the  harbors  of  the  cities  of  Erie  and  Cleveland  as  they  drop  off  here. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  article  by  Rosche  and  Hannikman  in  the 
October  1989  issue  of  Birding  entitled  "A  Wintering  Sabine' s  Gull  in  Ohio, " 
which  discusses  birds  seen  in  1988  and  1989  in  the  Cleveland  area,  shows  no 
knowledge  of  the  more  regular  occurrence  of  this  species  in  the  Niagara 
region.  Sabine's  Gulls  have  now  been  recorded  in  the  Niagara  River  in  each 
of  the  most  recent  four  years.  In  any  event  the  Athol  Springs  observation 
point  seems  well  worth  a  stop  in  the  future. 

No  Red- throated  Loons  were  reported  during  November,  this  species  having 
been  seen  this  month  in  four  of  the  previous  five  years;  but  44  were  counted 
on  the  17th  off  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  just  east  of  our  region.  A  single 
Eared  Grebe  off  Fort  Niagara  on  the  18th  provided  an  excellent  start  for  the 
annual  B.O.S.  Niagara  River  field  trip  with  birders  from  Rochester.  In  my 
observations  over  recent  years  birds  of  this  species,  as  in  this  case,  seem 
not  to  associate  with  Horned  Grebes.  In  fact  I  find  no  Horned  Grebe  reports 
from  Lake  Ontario  in  November,  although  both  Horned  and  Pied-billed  Grebes 
were  seen  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  during  the  month.  This  Eared  Grebe  provided 
close  looks  for  many  observers  until  the  23rd.  Close  observation  was  indeed 
required  as  the  bird  was  in  changing  plumage.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (B&M) 
give  October  20  to  December  19  as  fall  migration  dates  for  Eared  Grebe,  but 
base  this  on  only  six  observations.  The  species  was  not  reported  in  Novem¬ 
ber  during  the  previous  five  years. 

Monte  Python  would  refer  to  the  next  two  records  quite  accurately  as 
"something  entirely  different."  An  immature  Northern  Gannet  was  observed  on 
the  21st  and  22nd  at  Niagara-on- the-Lake.  Bull  notes,  "The  Gannet  is 
extremely  rare  inland.  As  far  as  known  all  inland  records  are  of  immature 
birds."  To  gain  some  sense  of  the  rarity  of  this  species,  consider  the 
years  it  was  observed  in  this  region  as  recorded  in  B&M:  1907,  1933,  then 
each  year  from  1947  to  1950.  None  were  reported  in  B&M  or  in  the  Mitchell 
and  Andrle  Supplement  for  the  next  twenty  years  nor  were  they  reported 
during  the  most  recent  five  years.  (I  do  not  have  access  to  records  for  the 
period  1971  to  1984.)  Another  subadult  gannet  or  more  likely  the  same  bird 
was  seen  from  just  west  of  Rochester  on  the  7th,  and  Bellerby  provides 
reports  from  Burlington  on  the  22nd  and  from  Presqu'ile  Provincial  Park  on 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  about  90  miles  east  of  Toronto  on  the  23rd. 
The  six  foot  wing  span  of  this  large  gull -like  bird  would  provide  plenty  of 
power  for  such  wide  peregrinations. 

B&M  list  the  White  Ibis  as  hypothetical  and  base  this  on  one  account  of  a 
bird  seen  in  flight  over  Boston  Valley  during  the  summer  of  1932.  Bull 
records  the  species  as  casual  for  New  York  State  and  cites  only  five 
records,  all  from  Long  Island.  Thus  the  single  bird  of  this  species  found 
on  the  6th  by  Holmes  at  a  roadside  park  in  North  Collins  and  seen  by  others 
on  that  day  and  the  next  represents  a  quite  remarkable  addition  to  the  avi¬ 
fauna  of  New  York  State.  I  encountered  this  bird  alone  shortly  after  the 
drizzly  dawn  of  the  7th,  and  found  it  an  unsettling  experience.  Here  was 
this  very  rare  bird  walking  around  on  the  lawn  only  about  40  feet  away  in  a 
very  open,  public,  and  even  quite  zoo-like  locale. 

A  good  variety  of  hawks  was  recorded  with  Northern  Goshawk  on  the  4th 
(seen  only  once  in  the  previous  five  years)  and  Merlin  on  the  3rd  (also 
once,  last  year)  of  special  interest.  Good  numbers  of  Rough-legged  Hawks 
(14  on  the  3rd  and  13  on  the  23rd)  were  recorded  from  the  Lake  Ontario 
plains.  Among  shorebirds,  9  Black- bellied  Plovers  and  4  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
were  recorded  on  the  3rd,  both  dates  beyond  the  BOS  Date  Guide  limits  of 
October  30  and  25  respectively.  Each  species  had  been  recorded  in  only  one 
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of  the  previous  five  Novembers.  On  the  other  hand  Purple  Sandpipers  did  not 
arrive  until  later  than  usual,  this  year's  appearance  on  the  25th  comparing 
with  arrivals  in  the  first  half  of  the  month  during  each  of  the  previous 
five  years. 

A  note  from  D'Anna  is  of  interest:  "A  good  year  for  gulls  on  the  river. 
Everyone  in  my  party  had  12.  gull  species  on  [the  25th]  —  my  best  ever. 
Numbers  (i.e.,  5  or  more)  of  Franklin's,  Iceland,  Lesser  Black-backed,  kit- 
tiwake,  and  Sabine's  on  the  river  this  autumn.  Kittiwakes  put  in  an  espe¬ 
cially  good  showing  with  between  6  and  9  birds  seen  on  the  river  this 
month, "  and  he  goes  on  to  make  the  case  that  there  were  at  least  10  in  the 
river  and  on  nearby  Lake  Erie  on  the  25th.  A  few  of  these  birds  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  among  the  noteworthy  records  because  of  failure  to  provide  documenta¬ 
tion;  aside  from  that,  however,  my  only  (very  minor)  reservation  about  this 
information  relates  to  Sabine's  Gull:  I  find  a  maximum  count  of  3  on  Septem¬ 
ber  28.  I  should  not  pass  on  without  recording  the  arrival  on  the  25th  of 
the  Common  Black-headed  Gull  and  the  now  regular  appearance  of  numbers  of 
Little  Gulls  along  the  river.  Bellerby  records  the  continuing  increase  of 
Great  Black- backed  Gulls  with  a  count  of  259  adults  in  the  Niagara  gorge  on 
the  27th. 

Bellerby  sends  word  that  the  Rufous  or  Allen's  Hummingbird  recorded  last 
month  in  Grimsby  remained  through  November.  Golden  Hills  State  Park  again 
provided  good  binding  for  Chilton,  who  found  there  a  Winter  Wren  and  14  Red 
Crossbills  on  the  10th  and  a  Gray  Catbird  on  the  23rd.  Pitzrick  recorded 
the  first  White-winged  Crossbill- on  the  23rd  at  Amity  Lake.  Small  numbers 
of  siskins  and  somewhat  better  numbers  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  reported, 
but  no  redpolls  have  appeared  as  yet.  —  G.  Rising 
Literature  cited: 

Andrle,  Robert  F. ,  et  ai.,  eds.  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario. 
Fifth  Edition.  Buffalo.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  1983. 

Beardslee,  Clark  S.  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Volume  22,  1965. 

Bull,  iohn.  Birds  of  New  York  State.  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday/Natural  History  Press, 
1974 

Mitchell,  Harold  D.  and  Robert  F.  Andrle.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Supplement.  Bulletin 
of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Volume  22  Supplement,  1970. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


wr U ten" verl neat i o^accord^ng  to  £ Mrds 

^,*cpnt  nntarloCB.Q.S.  1984)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  t 

the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  previously  documented  breeding  area 
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149 


Vol .  56  No.  12 


Nan?  Qi  Bird 

Eared  grebe 

M 

N 

Northern  Gannet 
D. -crest.  Cormorant 

II 

II 

Great  Blue  Heron 

White  Ms 

ii 

Tundra  Swan 

ft 

H 

{Mg-Mii 

Snow  Goose 

M 

II 

Brant 
Wood  Duck 
Northern  Pintai 1 
Northern  Shove ler 
Gadwa 1 1 

li 

Canvasback 

II 

Redhead 

ii 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ft 

Surf  Scoter 
Hooded  Merganser 

M 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

If 

H 

Bald  Eagle 

It 

Northern  Harrier 
3harp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper  s  Hawk 
Northern  Goshawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 

H 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

II 

It 

ileriin 

American  Coot 
Black-bel 1 ied  Plover 
Lesser  Golden-Plover 
Ki 1 Ideer 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 


NQV.l 

Number 

18 

1 

18,22 

1 

18,22,23 

1 

21 

1  imm. 

1-29 

2 

4 

1 

24 

1 

24 

24 

6,7 

1 

1 

■AV. 

0 

17,23,30 

80,3,97 

£l 

11 

6-28 

1 

s\ 

0 

1 

3,4,23 

4,2,2 

24-28 

1 

3 

1 

30 

1 

3 

101 

3,23 

35,12 

3 

62 

28 

<£.  1 

3 

1500 

28 

41 

21 

1 

28 

!»■> 

J  9 

112,9 

28 

149 

3,4 

1,2 

38 

28 

40 

f 

1 

23 

1 

23 

5 

28 

38 

16,17 

1A  w/grn 

Lt 

6 

L 

4-30 

8  reports 

1-22 

9  reports 

4 

1 

jf*. 

0 

1 

17L 

1 

2-30 

6  reports 

3 

14 

A 

£0 

13 

3 

1 

o,2o 

190,31 

3L 

9 

3L 

1 

20 

1 

3L 

4 

LQCflU.00 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Ft  Niagara  3P 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Niag-on-Lake 
Niagara  Falls 
Olcott 
Tonawanda 

Motor  Is.  (Niag.  R.) 
N.  Col  1  ins  Twp 
N.  Col  1  ins  Twp 
Oak  Orchard  WMA 
Mayvi 1 le 
Cassadaga 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Iroquois  NWR 
East  Aurora 
Yates  Twp 
East  Aurora 
Iroquois  NWR&vlcin. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Ceteron 
Niagara  Fails 
Celeron 
Dunkirk 
Celeron 
Iroquois  NWR 
Celeron 
Niagara  Falls 
Iroquois  NWR 
Celeron, Lakewood 
East  Aurora 
Iroquois  NWR 
Mayvi 1 le 
Lakewood 
Queensston,  Ont 
Iroquois  NWR 
over  Athol  Springs 
throughout  region 
throughout  WITT 
Lakeside  Bch.  SP 
Yates  Twp 
Sommer set  Twp 
throughout  WITT 
Yates  Twp 

Lake  Ontario  Plain 
Stockton  Twp 
Iroquois  NWR 
Yates  Twp 
Yates  Twp 
East  Aurora 
Clarancce  Twp 


flbsgcve.c 

Andrle,  Brock  (BOS- GO! 

D'Anna  et  al 

Watson  et  al 

R  &  M  Planck 

Bellerby,  many  obs. 

Watson  et  al 

Watson 

Watson 

Holmes  et  al 

Andrle,  D'Anna  et  al 

Watson 

Flory,Rew  et  al 

Holmes 

Watson 

D  Anna,  Potter 
Watson  et  al 
Holmes 

D'Anna,  Potter 
Holmes 
Watson 
Watson  et  al 
Watson 
Sundel 1 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Sunde 1 1 

Holmes 

Sunde 1 1 

Watson  et  al 

Sundel 1 

Chilton,  Watson  et  ai 

Watson 

Sunde 1 1 

Holmes 

Watson  et  al 

FI ory, Goetz 

Sundel 1 

Be  1 1 erby 

Watson  et  al 

Andr 1 e 


Watson  et  al 
Potter,  D  Anna 
Watson,  Galas 

D  Anna,  Potter 
Watson  et  al 
Rew,  Buck 
Watson  et  al 
D  Anna,  Potter 
D  Anna,  Potter 
Holmes 
Wagner 
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Name  of  Bird 
Purple  Sandpiper 

u 

Dun! in 

II 

n 

♦Parasitic  Jaeger 
Frank  1  in  s  Gull 

if 

H 

Little  Gull 

II 

II 

C. Black-headed  Gul 1 

Bonaparte  s  Gull 
Iceland  Gul 1 

il 

Li- BJapk-b.,  Gul ] 

M 

U 

Glaucous  Gul 1 

tl 

II 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 
B.l4.Qls-.l.sflr-.Kl.tliwaKe 

II 

II 

Sabine.  §_.ik)J. 

Common  Tern 

if 

Short-eared  Owl 
Red-headed  Wdpkr . 
Red-bel 1 ied  Wdpkr . 

N 

Eastern  Phoebe 
Tufted  Titmouse 

tf 

u 

il 

Carol ina  Wren 

W 

M 

Winter  Wren 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Gray  Catbird 
American  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Northern  Shrike 

ll 

Bi .-thr .  B1 .  Warbler 
Yellow-r.  Warbler 

m 

Ruious-s.  Towhee 


liQVa 

Number 

23F 

1 

24,25 

A 

6 

4 

A 

12 

1 

18L 

9 

6 

1 

1-25 

4-1 

3 

1 

23 

1 

1-25 

7-1 

11,12 

3 

23 

4 

25F 

1 

23 

25,000 

3F,25 

1-5 

4,21 

1.1 

4 

1 

18 

1 

25 

1 

1  IF 

1 

18 

1 

19 

1 

29 

259Ad. 

24,25 

1.1 

24,28 

1.4 

25 

b 

4L 

1 

3 

50 

14L 

4 

22F 

1 

17 

1 

A  AA 

1 

4,18 

1 

IL 

1 

1-30 

1 

1 

11 

1 

17-26 

A 

£ 

A 

5 

1-29 

6 

3,21 

1,1 

10 

1 

10 

1 

25 

3 

A  at 
<t.OL 

1 

3L 

125 

21 

285 

C, 

1 

9-28 

10  reports 

25L 

1 

A 

0 

2 

16 

1 

1 

1 

Location 
Niagara  Falls 
Niagara  Fal Is,  Ont 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont 
Goat  Is. 

Wainfleet  Twp,  Ont 
Athol  Springs 
Niagara  Fal Is 
Niagara  Fal Is 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Niagara  River 
Niagara  Falls 
Niag-on-Lake 
Gueenston,  Ont 
Niag-on-Lake 
Niagara  River 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Niagara  Falls 
Niag.  Fal Is,  Ont 
Niag.  Falss,  Ont 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Adam  Beck  Hydro 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Niagara  Falls 
Niagara  Falls 
Bird  Is.  Pier 
Athol  Springs 
Niag.  Falls,  Ont 
Niagara  Fal Is 
Niagara  Falls 
Porter  Twp 
Ft  Niagara  SP 
Walestf > 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Ward  Twp. 

Wa!es(f ) 

Dunkirk 

Niagara  Fal Isif ) 
Eden  Twp(f) 

Ft  Niagara  SF 
Oueenston,  Ont 
Niagara  Falls 
Eden  Twp 
Golden  Hill  SP 
East  Aurora 
Golden  Hill  SF 
Pomfret  Twp 
Golden  Hill  SP 
Charlotte  Twp 
throughout  region 
Niag.  Falls,  Ont 
Iroquois  NWR 
Amity  Lake 
East  Aurora 


Qbaeim 

Be  1 1 erby 

D'Anna  et  al 

D  Anna,  Chilton(BOS) 

Watson 

Wagner 

Andr 1 e 

Planck 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Andr le,  Bel lerby  et  al 

Planck 

Watson 

Bel lerby 

D  Anna, Watson  et  al 

Bel lerby 

Planck 

Chi  1  ton  et  al 

Chi  1 ton,D  Anna(BOS) 

Brock (BOS-GOS) 

D  Anna  et  al 
D'Anna,  Potter 
Brock (BOS-GOS) 

Bel lerby 
Bel lerby 
D  Anna  et  al 
Watson 
Andr le 
D  Anna 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Bel lerby 

D  Anna 

Cooper 

0.  Rosche 

R&C  Budniewski 

Brooks 

0.  Rosche 

Mosher 

Roberson 

Andr I e 

Watson,  Galas 
Bel lerby 

Chilton,  Schaffner 

Andr 1 e 

Chi  1  ton 

Holmes 

Chi  1  ton 

Mosher 

WS.M  Barber 

Rwe,  Buck 

D'Anna,  Klein 
Watson 
Pi tzrick 
Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

N OIL. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Chipping  Sparrow 

10L 

1 

FredoniaCf ) 

Flory 

Field  Sparrow 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Fox  Sparrow 

1L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp 

Brooks 

Snow  Bunting 

** 

a 

2000 

Yates  Twp 

D  Anna,  Potter 

n 

4 

1300 

Carlton  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

N 

17 

no 

Buckhorn  Is.  SP 

Benham 

n 

23 

300 

Somerset  Twp 

Watson  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

4,8,16 

60,2,28 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Common  Grackle 

4 

2000 

Alabama  Twp 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

1-15 

1-3 

Wales(f ) 

0.  Rosche 

II 

5,6,18 

1,1,1 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

*Red  Crossbi 1 1 

10F 

14 

Golder  Hill  SP 

Chi lton 

White-w.  Crossbill 

23F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pi  tzrick 

Pine  Siskin 

6-8 

1-2 

Depew 

W&M  Barber 

II 

11-25 

1-2 

Eden  Twp(f) 

Andr 1 e 

M 

16 

6 

Niag-on  Lake(f) 

Bel lerby 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-30 

1-56 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick  et  al 

u 

14-30 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Species,  subspecies 

&  hybrids  previously  recorded 

272 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

( incl .  1  omitted  Feb. ) . 

.  3 

Total  for  year  .  . 

275 

BQS/GOS  Niagara  River  Trip 
November  1990 

Sunshine  and  mild  temperatures  greeted  the  annual  BOS/GOS  Niagara  River  trip  on 
the  18th  of  November  1990.  Reports  of  sightings  on  the  previous  day  led  to  high 
expectations.  As  it  turned  out,  the  first  stop  of  the  morning  provided  the  group  of 
over  35  birders  with  an  unexpected  discovery,  the  rarity  of  the  day.  A  grebe  was 
feeding  within  75  yards  of  the  seawall  at  the  Coast  Guard  station  at  Ft.  Niagara. 
After  extensive  observation  and  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bird  was  an  Eared 
Grebe,  a  very  unusual  visitor  for  this  area.  Further  on  at  Lewiston  and  Queenston, 
Little  Gulls  were  seen  as  well  as  an  adult  Iceland  Gull.  At  the  Adam  Beck  overlook, 
the  birds  of  interest  were  an  Iceland  Gull,  a  Glaucous  Gull,  and  a  Thayer  s  Gull. 
In  the  Niagara  Falls  area  large  numbers  of  gulls  and  ducks  were  scanned  resulting  in 
sightings  of  an  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake  and  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  just  downstream  from  the  upper  control  structure.  A  Red-necked  Grebe  was  seen 
downstream  from  the  Rainbow  Bridge.  Some  expected  species  were  not  found  at  the 
various  locations  but  a  total  of  42  species  including  such  passerines  as  Eastern 
Bluebird,  Northern  Mockingbird  and  Snow  Bunting  were  seen.  Because  of  the  extreme 
crowding  in  the  Falls  area,  including  more  birders  than  this  leader  has  ever  seen  at 
the  Falls,  the  field  trip  participants  were  forced  to  split  up  and  find  their  own 
ways  to  sights  and  parking  areas.  The  observations  continued  until  late  afternoon 
light  in  the  gorge  began  to  fade.  Robert  Spahn,  leader  of  the  GOS  contingent, 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  outing,  an  opinion  apparently  shared  by  the  whole 
group . 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

Robert  Brock 
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Black-crowned  Night-Heron  Roost 

Sometime  early  in  October  of  this  year,  the  Norway  Spruce  in  my  backyard  in  North 
Buffalo  became  the  day  roost  for  a  number  of  Black-crowned  Night-Herons.  The  first 
indications  of  roosting  birds  was  "whiting"  on  the  ground  and  garbage  cans,  but  that 
was  rather  carelessly  passed  off  as  roosting  passerines.  Only  when  the  volume  of 
"whiting"  became  too  widespread  to  ignore  was  I  forced  to  examine  the  situation  more 
carefully.  Night  observations  revealed  no  roosting  passerines,  but  almost 
accidentally  one  morning,  I  spotted  a  large  bird  deep  in  the  boughs  of  the  tree 
which  I  thought  to  be  a  hawk.  Observation  with  binoculars  revealed  it  to  be  a 
Night-Heron.  Closer  checking  also  revealed  three  other  birds  of  the  species,  one 
immature  and  three  adults. 

Observations  became  more  regular,  revealing  that  the  birds  also  roost  in  other 
nearby  evergreens.  On  most  days  only  one  or  two  birds  are  in  the  same  tree.  They 
show  up  around  8:00-9:00  AM  and  depart  just  after  dark  in  the  evening.  They  do  not 
seem  bothered  by  the  normal  back  yard  activities,  but  do  react  rather  nervously  to 
observations  from  directly  below. 

I  have  speculated  on  the  reasons  why  these  birds  have  chosen  our  trees  as  roosts. 
The  only  reason  which  seems  logical  is  that  the  three  or  four  large  neighborhood 
spruces  including  my  own  are  taller  and  more  visible  to  low  flying  birds  over  the 
nearby  Scajaquada  Creek.  Convenience  may  be  the  key.  I  am  now  wondering  if  the 
birds  will  depart  when  bad  weather  arrives  in  full  force  or  if  they  will  winter 
here.  More  will  be  reported  later  as  the  story  continues  to  unfold. 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

Robert  Brock 


******** 

WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHAN 

Members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  were  saddened  by  the  sudden  death  of 
William  C.  Vaughan  in  November,  1990.  Bill  became  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1932 
and  served  as  President  of  the  Society  between  1946  and  1949  and  again  from  1976  to 
1977.  Several  of  his  birding  friends  have  written  about  their  memories  of  Bill. 

*  *  * 

As  a  friend  of  Bill  Vaughan  s  for  many  years,  during  which  I  was  involved  with  him 
in  a  number  of  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  and  other 
activities,  one  which  1  recall  with  particular  pleasure  is  the  field  work  that  he 
and  I  undertook  during  the  New  York  State  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  project.  This  was  an 
attempt  to  cover  some  unfinished  and  uncovered  atlas  blocks  along  the  Pennsylvania 
border  and  Lake  Erie  in  Allegany,  Cattaraugus,  and  Chautauqua  Counties.  As  we  were 
in  the  sixth  and  last  year  of  field  work  on  the  atlas,  it  was  our  only  chance  to 
bring  these  blocks  up  to  acceptable  standards  that  we  had  set  for  adequate  coverage. 

To  accomplish  this  Bill  and  I  spent  several  days  of  intensive  birding,  a  portion 
of  it  in  some  beautiful  and  rather  wild  country.  I  could  not  have  had  a  better 
field  companion.  Bill's  expertise  in  field  birding  was  such  that  together  we  could 
rapidly  augment  each  block  s  species  totals  and  often  upgrade  breeding  status.  As  I 
remember,  one  day  we  brought  as  many  as  14  blocks  up  to  and  exceeding  adequate 
levels.  In  one  highland  block  we  searched  in  vain  for  the  Evening  Grosbeaks,  a  very 
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rare  breeder  In  western  New  York,  that  Bill  had  found  in  his  previous  atlas  work. 
One  factor  which  enabled  us  to  accomplish  so  much  in  a  comparatively  short  time  was 
Bill's  excellent  hearing  and  knowledge  of  bird  songs  and  calls.  Identifying  bird 
vocalizations  is  a  key  element  in  atlasing,  sometimes  accounting  for  over 
three-quarters  of  the  species  found  in  a  block. 

Bill  was  so  good  at  this  that  I  often  did  not  have  to  concentrate  my  attention  as 
much  to  hear  and  Identify  songs  and  calls  because  I  knew  his  efforts  made  it 
unnecessary  for  me  to  work  so  hard!  Thus  I  could  direct  myself  more  to  visual 
sightings.  In  addition,  Bill  s  exceptional  adaptability  to  travel,  his  amiable 
manner,  and  his  conversational  ability  all  contributed  to  making  this  a  great 
excursion  which  I  shall  always  remember. 

But  this  is  only  one  example  of  many  pleasant  experiences  which  I  had  in  Bill  s 
company  both  in  office  and  outdoors.  I  valued  him  as  a  true  friend. 

Robert  Andrle 


I  Remember,  Bill  Vaughan 
by  Winston  William  Brockner 

It  was  with  a  sudden  numbing  shock  that  I  received  news  of  the  passing  of  Bill 
Vaughan.  I  sat  down  in  utter  disbelief.  A  wonderful,  a  friend,  has  left  us. 

Bill  and  I  joined  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  in  1932.  We  had  met  earlier 
at  our  mutually  favorite  birding  spots,  those  wonderful  woods  that  used  to  be  in  the 
back  end  of  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery.  To  this  beautiful  spot  his  Mother  dutifully,  and 
sometimes  his  Father,  chaufferred  Bill  almost  daily.  1  quickly  found  that  Bill  was 
a  darn  good  birder.  Basically,  he  was  serious,  studious,  no  nonsense,  and  firm  in 
his  beliefs.  A  rare  breed  even  then,  yet  warm,  approachable  and  very  intelligent. 
Inn  many  ways,  Bill  reflected  his  wonderful  dignified  parents;  conservative,  yet 
thoughtfully  democratic. 

In  our  teens,  Bill  and  I  went  on  many  wonderful  field  trips,  and  always  had  great 
fun.  I  savor  the  memories  of  the  first  time  I  visited  the  Vaughan  s  country  home  in 
Frank  1  invi  1  le.  Here  I  was  welcomed  and  made  to  feel  like  a  member  of  the  family. 
It  was  here  that  Billy  introduced  me  to  his  close  and  quiet  friend,  Dean  Amadon,  who 
went  on  to  worldwide  fame  as  a  professional  ornithologist  at  the  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  in  New  York  City.  Dean  eventually  succeeded  Doctor  Robert  Cushman 
Murphy,  as  head  of  the  Department  of  Ornithology  there.  Doctor  Amadon  has  since 
retired  from  that  position. 

I  still  think  the  most  humorous  trip  we  ever  took  was  with  the  BOS  to  Bradford 
Landing,  Ontario,  in  search  of  Leconte  s  Sparrows,  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  and  Yellow 
Rail.  It  was  here  that  we  enjoyed  Bill  Almendinger  s  famous  late  night  stand  in  the 
battle  of  the  mosquitoes.  I  reported  on  this  affair  years  ago  in  "The 
Prothonotary" .  In  fact,  we  discussed  this  trip  with  great  nostalgia  the  last  time 
we  met  in  Buffalo. 

Whenever  we  returned  to  western  New  York,  we  would  always  try  to  at  least 
telephone  Bill  and  Doris.  Bill  had  raised  our  hopes  that  he  would  lead  a  trip  to 
Colorado  in  1991.  We  were  looking  forward  to  being  out  in  the  field  again  with 
Bill. 

Doris,  the  family,  the  BOS,  the  birding  world,  his  many  friends  and  untold  others 
have  lost  a  great  human  being  and  friend! 

Good-bye.  -  BILL  -  -  -  - 
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WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHAN 

When  I  think  of  Bill  Vaughan,  I  shall  remember  him  first  as  a  teacher.  He  taught 
his  first  Museum  birding  class  in  the  mid-forties  and  I  was  privileged  to  be  a 
member  of  that  class  and  the  next  few  he  taught.  At  that  time  Bill  was  young, 
handsome,  enthusiastic  and  totally  dedicated  to  making  birders  of  his  students  even 
though  some  of  us  had  neither  binoculars  nor  a  "Peterson." 

Bill  had  been  studying  birds  seriously  from  his  early  youth  and  was  a  protege  of 
three  of  the  finest  ornithologists  of  our  area:  Ray  Verrill,  his  English  teacher 
at  Nichols  School  and  Harold  Mitchell  and  Clark  Beardslee  with  whom  he  often  birded 
in  Delaware  Park.  He  absorbed  all  these  men  had  to  teach  hi  and  generously  passed 
this  knowledge  on  to  his  students.  But  Bill  taught  us  much  more  than  how  to 
identify  birds  for  he  shared  himself  with  us.  He  was  ever  the  proper  instructor, 
naturally  courteous  and  gentlemanly,  easily  approachable  in  spite  of  his  slightly 
serious  manner,  and  always  eager  to  have  his  students  become  as  proficient  in  the 
field  as  he  -  an  impossible  task.  He  rejoiced  in  our  successes  and  downplayed  our 
failures,  quietly  explaining  why  he  thought  we  had  misident i f ied  a  bird  and  how  we 
might  avoid  repeating  our  mistake.  That  Bill  succeeded  in  his  mission  is  proven  by 
the  number  of  his  students  from  those  early  classes  who  became  active,  contributing 
members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Some 
went  on  to  become  naturalist-teachers  themselves  such  as  Anna  Mae  Bacon  and  Gardner 
and  Edwlna  Griffin.  During  the  50  s  and  60  s  Bill  was  busy  with  his  legal  career 
and  his  growing  family  but  in  the  70  s  he  returned  to  the  classroom  to  share  his 
knowledge  and  enthusiasm  for  bird  study  with  a  new  generation  of  students.  He  was 
still  teaching  and  leading  nature  tours  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Bill  was  the  epitome  of  the  non-competitive  birder.  If  he  kept  a  life  list,  and  I 
suppose  he  did,  I  never  heard  him  mention  it  nor  did  he  talk  of  the  rarities  he  had 
found,  such  as  the  first  two  Ivory  Gulls  recorded  in  our  area,  unless  he  was  asked 
about  them.  His  contributions  to  ornithology,  to  our  Society,  to  the  Federation  of 
New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  and  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  are  legion.  Twice 
our  Society  hosted  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Ornithologists  Union  and  each 
time  the  success  of  the  meeting  was  due  in  large  part  to  Bill's  efficiency, 
competence  and  organizational  ability. 

As  much  as  Bill  gave  of  his  knowledge  to  so  many  students  throughout  the  years, 
his  greatest  gift  to  us  was  the  gift  of  his  friendship.  He  will  not  be  forgotten  so 
long  as  one  of  his  students  takes  to  the  field  remembering  a  day  when  he  was 
accompanied  by  a  friend  wearing  a  suit,  shirt,  tie  and  overcoat,  carrying  oversized 
binoculars  and  chuckling  a  little  to  himself  as  he  enjoyed  the  day  s  birding. 

Frances  M.  Rew 

(Bill  Vaughan  was  also  remembered  at  a  Memorial  Service  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science.  The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  remarks  by  Wayne  Gall  of  the  Museum 
Staff  who  was  also  a  student  and  friend  of  Bill  s.) 

My  first  recollection  of  Bill  was,  I  believe,  in  the  Summer  of  1982,  when  as  a  new 
member  of  the  Science  Museum,  I  participated  in  several  nature  walks  led  by  one  of 
his  long-time  friends,  David  Bigelow.  Although  I  had  a  strong  general  interest  in 
nature  study  at  that  time,  I  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  identifying  birds.  I 
vividly  remember  stopping  along  a  trail  in  the  William  P.  Alexander  Preserve  in  Zoar 
Valley  with  David,  as  he  pointed  out  a  Brown  Creeper  working  its  way  up  a  tree 
trunk,  and  I  became  aware  for  the  first  time  that  these  seemingly  nondescript 
bundles  of  feathers  which  I  never  paid  much  attention  to,  really  could  be  identified 
by  plumage  patterns,  silhouette  and  behavior.  So  at  that  point  I  became  aware  that 
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birds  were  indeed  interesting,  and  became  determined  to  learn  to  identify  them.  I 
had  just  poured  over  the  Museum  s  Fall  1982  program  listings,  so  I  knew  that  a  Fall 
Birding  class  was  being  taught  by  some  guy  named  William  C.  Vaughan.  When  I  asked 
David  if  he  thought  that  class  would  be  worthwhile  for  me,  his  answer  was  swift  and 
direct — "you  take  a  class  with  Bill  Vaughan  and  you'll  really  learn  birds.'  Little 
did  I  realize  at  that  point  that  Bill  and  David  had  been  students  together  at  the 
Allegany  School  of  Natural  History  in  Allegany  State  Park  in  1937. 

During  my  very  first  class  with  him  at  the  Museum,  which  my  notes  indicate  was  16 
September  1982,  Bill  gave  us  the  following  definition  of  a  bird:  "a  two-legged, 
warm-blooded  animal  more  or  less  covered  with  feathers.'  I  would  like  to  turn  that 
definition  around  to  define  Bill:  a  two-legged,  warm-hearted  gentleman  who  in 
winter  plumage  was  more  or  less  covered  with  a  white  raincoat,  a  suit  coat,  white 
shirt  and  tie,  unzippered  rubber  boots  and  no  hat.  When  I  conjure  up  an  image  of 
Bill  in  my  mind,  that  is  the  one  I  see,  with  the  addition,  of  course,  of  full-sized 
8  x  10  binoculars  hanging  around  his  neck. 

During  the  final  years  of  fieldwork  for  the  New  York  State  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  in 
1984  and  1985,  Bob  Andrle,  principal  editor  on  this  project,  enlisted  Bills  help  in 
updating  the  status  of,  or  establishing,  breeding  records  for  birds  in  incompletely 
covered  5  by  5  km  blocks  stretching  along  the  NY-PA  line  from  Allegany  to  Chautauqua 
Counties  and  up  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  Bob  remarked  to  me  that  Bi  1 1  s 
assistance  was  a  real  benefit,  because  Bill's  expertise  in  identifying  birds  by 
sound  enabled  them  to  cover  a  lot  of  ground  quickly. 

Bills  meticulous  nature  was  also  appreciated  when  he  and  Dorie  organized  all  the 
names  of  participants  from  the  western  New  York  region  for  the  Breeding  Bird  Atlas, 
which  was  published  in  1988.  Bill  also  helped  Bob  with  assembling  the  index  of  all 
bird  species.  Bill  was  also  in  an  ideal  situation  to  assist  in  fieldwork  for  the 
atlas  because  he  mobilized  his  Museum  birding  classes  to  cleanup  additional  blocks 
in  the  southern  tier . 

As  a  member  of  the  Museum  staff,  I  also  consider  it  important  to  relate  Bill's 
contributions  to  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  (BSN3),  the  organization 
which  administers  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  and  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bill  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  BSN3  for  seven  years,  from  1967-1974, 
serving  as  Secretary  from  1972-1973,  and  Treasurer  from  1973-1974.  In  those  days 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  a  person  serving  in  a  volunteer  capacity,  had  many  of 
the  important  but  often  taken-for-granted  fiscal  responsibilities  which  have  since 
been  transferred  to  full-time  paid  staff  in  the  Museum  s  Business  Office.  The 
Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  4  October  1974,  acknowledge  the 
many  improvements  in  fiscal  management  instituted  by  Bill  during  his  tenure  as 
Treasurer:  he  established  a  new  chart  of  accounts  which  provided  better  identity 
and  control  of  the  various  revenues,  expenditures  and  funds;  he  obtained  a  new 
institutional  insurance  policy  which  combined  seven  policies  at  a  reduced  premium 
and  provided  better  coverage;  and  he  started  work  on  revision  of  a  personnel  manual. 

Our  Associate  Director,  and  Associate  Curator  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  Arthur  Clark, 
has  related  to  me  that  in  1975,  Bill  Vaughan,  as  a  financial  adviser  to  the  Board  of 
Managers,  oversaw  Museum  fundraising  and  grants.  During  Bill's  service  in  this 
capacity,  the  Museum  ordered  over  $95,000  worth  of  Lane  specimen  storage  cases. 
This  was  the  largest  order  the  Lane  Company  had  ever  received,  and  that  purchase, 
masterminded  by  Bill  Vaughan,  was  one  of  the  single  greatest  improvements  to  proper 
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collections  management  in  the  history  of  the  Museum.  His  contributions  to  the 
Museum  s  educational  programming  are  legion. 

Since  about  1973,  Bill  was  the  instructor,  leader,  or  co-leader  of  over  60  birding 
classes  and  natural  history  tours  for  the  Museum,  sharing  his  love  of  birds  and 
nature  with  hundreds  of  participants.  In  the  warm  sunshine  of  Indian  Summer  just 
two  days  before  his  death,  Bill  thoroughly  enjoyed  a  full  day  with  his  Fall  Birding 
class  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  Oak  Orchard  swamp.  His 
memorable  field  trips  also  included  the  Niagara  River,  Tifft  Nature  Preserve, 
Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  Presque  Isle, 
Point  Pelee,  Cape  May,  Cape  Cod,  Hawk  Mountain,  southern  Florida,  southern  Texas, 
and  his  most  beloved  destination--Churchi 1 1 ,  Mani toba--where  he  led  groups  in  1987 
and  1989.  The  quantity  of  the  Museum  programming  he  was  involved  in  was  even  more 
remarkable  given  that  he  maintained  a  full-time  legal  practice  in  Niagara  Falls,  his 
office  efficiently  managed  by  his  wife,  Doris. 
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Members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
were  saddened  by  the  death  of 
William  C.  Vaughan 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Jan.  23:  Mark  Kandel,  DEC  will  update  the  on-going  Tern  Project  and  also 

discuss  a  Waterfowl  Management  Project. 
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Feb.  13:  Lincoln  Nutting  will  present  his  film  "Through  the  Seasons  at  Tifft 

Nature  Preserve." 

Feb.  27:  Eric  Derleth  will  present  a  program  on  the  Woodcock. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1  through  June  15  inclusive,  except  the 
fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December,  at  8:00  p.m. 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humboldt  Parkway, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  3:  Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti. 

Leader:  Ron  Lange  (649-7231). 

Feb.  24:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or 
at  9:15  at  first  parking  lot  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6  mi.  upriver 
from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416-834-7541)  & 
Wavel  Barber  (683-3061). 


Mar.  16:  SATURDAY.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00 

a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna 

(1-731-4348). 

Mar.  24:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl. 

Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  & 
Transit.  Leader:  Doug  Happ  (649-1297). 

Apr.  14:  Sunday.  BOS  April  bird  count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 
For  further  information  contact  the  field  trip  chairman.  Bill  Burch  773-3690. 


****** 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

******** 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  William  D  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive 
Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Jane  Heyer 

296  Westchester  BLVD 
Kenmore,  NY  14217 
875-3318 
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